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fiOtTSEOFLORDS. 

TtJBsbAY^FRBRlfARY  18. 

AM£SSAtrE  was  spnt  (o  the  Commons,  dnSrin^  their 
attendance  in  the  House  6f  Lords.  The  Speaker,  and 
a  number  of  the  Members,  attendcdi  at  the  bar  of  the  Lords^^ 
^hen  the  LotiJ  Chancellor  stated,  that  a  Commission  hacl 
fesued  from  bis  rojral  hie^hness  the  Prince  Regent  of  the 
Vidied  KiBj^dom-  in  the  name  of  his  Majesty,  which  hi0 
Xiordship  desireti  <he  clerk  to  read. 

.  The  clerk  accordingly  read  (lie  Prince  Regent's  Conirais-  , 
iiort. 

SPEECH   OF   THE    PRINCE   REGENT; 

l*hc  Lords  Commissioners  (thcArchbishop  of  Canterbury, 
the  Lord  Gbancellor,  the  Dnke  of  Montrose,  Earl  Camden, 
ai¥d  the  EftVl  of  Westmoreland)  being  seated  on  the  Weol- 
sBtdki  tbeiLonl  Chancellor  nead*  the  follomng  most  gracious 
speech :—  . 

My  Lords  Ana  GaNTLRMEN, 

In  eRecotioii  of  the  Commissioo  which  has  how  beea 
read  to  you,  we  are  commanded  by  his  royal  highness  the 
Pfkwe  Be|^  to  excess,  in  the  strongest  manner,  bow 
d^^ply  hefemenfs,  net  oilly  in  cornmon  with  all  his  Majesty^ 
hgrBl-' Mrihjeel^,  baA  wilb  a  personal  aad  filial  aflSUctiony  the 
gKBi  Bi|tiQiiaL  iOabimHy  .ftbick  haa^beeuk  .the  occasion  of  im*' 
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posing  upon  hb  Royal  Highness,  the  dnty  of  exercising^  in 
his  Blaje^ty'^  namC)  the  Royal  authority  of  this  kingdom. 

In  Conveying  to  you  the  sense  which  hb  Royal  Highnesa 
entertains  of  the  great  difficulties  attending  the*  important 
trust  which  is  reposed  in  him^  hb  Royal  Highness  com- 
mands us  to  assure  you,  that  he  looks  with  \he  roost  perfect 
confidence  to  the  wisdom  and  zeal  of  Parliament,  and  to  the 
attachment  of  a  loyal  and  affectionate  people,  for  the  most 
efiectnal  assistance  and  support ;  and  his  Royal  Highness 
will,  on  hb  part,  exert  bis  utmost  endeavours  to  direct  the 
powers  with  which  he  b  inrested,  to  the  advancement  of  the 
prosperity,  welfare,  and  security  of  his  Majesty's  dominions. 

We  are  directed  to  inform  yon,  that  hb  Royal  Highness 
has  great  satb&ction  in  being  enabled  to  state,  that  frash. 
opportunities  hare  been  afforded,  during  the  late  campaign, 
for  distingubhing  the  valour  and  skill  of  hb  Majesty's  forces 
both  by  sea  and  land. 

The  capture  of  the  Islands  of  Bourbop  and  of  Amboyna 
have  still  further,  reduced  the  Colonial  dependencies  of  the 
enemy. 

Tlie  attack  upon  the  Island  of  Sicily  ^  which  was  announced 
to  the  world  with  a  presumptuous  anticipation  of  success, 
has  been  repulsed  by  the  persevering  exertions-  and  valour 
of  hb  Majesty's  land  and. sea  forces. 

The  judicious  arrangement  adopted  by  the  officers  com- 
manding on  that  station,  derived  material  support  from  the 
zeal  and  ardour  which  were  manifested  during  this  contest 
by  the  inhabitants  of  Sicily,  and  from  the  co-operation  of 
the  naval  means  which  were  directed  by  his  Sicilian  Majesty 
to  thb  object. 

In  Portugal^  and  at  Cadiz,  the  defence  of  which*  consti- 
tuted the  principal  object  of  hb  Majesty's  exertiooi  in  the 
bat  campaign,  the  desq^s  of  the  enemy  have  been  hitherto 
frustrated^    The  consummate  skill>  prndeaoci  and  perierr 
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lanoe  of  Lieatenant-GeneiBl  Lord  Viscount  Wellington,  and 
the  discipline  and  determined  bnivery  of  the  ofScers  and  men 
under  hb  command,  have  been  conspicuously  displayed 
thioQgbout  the  whole  of  the  campaign.  The  ellect  of  thoso 
distinguished  qualities,  in  inspiring  confidence  and  energy 
into  the  troops  of  his  Majesty's  allies,  has  been  happily 
evinced  by  their  general  good  conduct,  and  particularly  by 
the  brilliant  part  which  they  bore  in  the  lepulse  of  the 
enemy  at  Buzaco.  And  his  Royal  Highness  commands  us 
further  to  state,  that  he  trusts  you  will  enable  him  to  con* 
itnue  the  most  effectnal  assistance  to  the  brave  nations  of  tbcf 
Peninsula,  in  the  support  of  a  contest  which  they  manifest  n, 
determination  to  maintain  with  unabated  perseverance;  and 
bis  Royal  Highness  is  persuaded,  that  you  will  feel,  that  the 
best  interests  of  tiie  British  Empire  must  be  deeply  aflected 
in  the  issue  of  this  contest,  on  which  the  liberties  and  inde* 
pendence  of  the  Spanish  and  Portuguese  nations  entirdy 
depend. 

We  have  it  likewise  in  command  to  acquaint  you,  that 
discussions  are  now  depending  between  this  Country  and  th^ 
tJnited  Stales  of  America ;  and  that  it  is  the  earnest  wish  of 
bis  Royal  Highness  that  he  may  find  himself  enabled  to 
bring  these  discussions  to  an  amicable  termination^  consistent 
with  the  honour  of  his  Majesty^s  Crown,'  and  the  maritime 
rights  and  interests  of  the  United  Kingdom. 

Gbntlbmbn  op  the  House  op  Commons, 

We  are  directed  to  acquaint  you,  that  his  royal  highnett 
tiie  Prince  R^ent  has  given  his  commands  that  the  esti- 
mates for  the  expenditure  of  the  current  year  should  b^  laid 
befojeyou;  and  his  Royal  Highness  has  great  satisfaction 
in  acquaiating  you,  that  although  the  dificulties  under 
which  the  commerce  of  this  kingdom  has  laboured,  have  in 
some  d^ree  afifected  a  part  of  his  Majesty's  revenue,  particu* 
bdy  in  Ireland,  yet  that  thf  revenue  of  Gr^  Britain  in  tht 
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iliaiiever  vas  known  in  My  precedinia;  y<t^r.  And  bb  Royal 

Bighness  trysts  to  your  sieal  ami  libqraUty  to  ^iTord  his  Mifi- 

jtltjr  ad^uate  (upplics  for  the  support  o|^  ^his  greiit  qooteH 

ill  wbick  h^  is  i^ecessarily  epgaged.. 

Mr  LoBDft  ANji>  jGkntlevgk, 

,  We  are  command^  by  bis  lioyal  lijgUnf^  tp  decWrc  to 

yop,  t^at  it  |i  the  ipost  anxious  iy4$h  of  lii«  bcad^  tbat  b^ 

may  bQ  enabled  to  ivstore  unimpqined  into  tbe  hands  of  bta 

Majesty  ih^  goveronacDt  of  bi^  Kingdom  ;    and  i\\sit  bii 

l^xiyfil  Highness  earnestly  prays  that  tbe  Alougbty  may  bq 

glossed  in  bis  mercy  to  accekrate  tbe  tenniiiation  of  ^ 

.oalamily  so  deeply  lamented  by  tbe  whole  nation,  and  so 

peculiarly  cdpictuig  |p  his  Royal  Uighncss  himself. 

.  AAer  a  short  interval^  during  irhicb  tbe  iKirds  who  \mm 
jfobed  retired  and  unrobed,  the  Lord  Chancellor  n^sumcJ 
the  woolsack,  and  again  read  his  Royal  Higbnes$*s  speech 
to  tbe  House.     * 

The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  then  rose  to  move  an  address  to  hiii 
ipy^al  highness  tbe  Prince  Regent,  in  consequence  of- the 
gracious  speech  which  had  jitst  been  dflivereJ  by  (be  Com- 
missioners' to  their  Lordships.  He  concetvtd  that,  on  the 
pi!esent  occasion,  he  need  not  be  apprehensive  of  Ibe  want  of 
unanimity  among  their  Lordship^  in  the  address  be  waii 
about  to  submit.  It  might  not,  iheretore,  be  necessary  foe 
fiim  to  take  np  their  liordships'  time ;  yet  there  were  some 
points  on  which  he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  o^r  a  fei^ 
observaiions.  Every  noble  Lord  must  uait^in  sentiments 
of  heartfelt  regret  at  the  pccMrren^e  of  tbe  pre^it  cala- 
mity, and  in  (he  ardent  and  sincere  hope  of  the  speedy 
resloraticm  of  the  heaKh  of  bis  Majesty,  and  his  consequent 
sesumptiou  of  bis  royal  functions,  m  haid  90  doubt,  also,t 
that  every  noble  Lord  viewed  with  theereatc^t  siitisfaction 
the  wisdom,  the  judgment,  and  the  moueraiion  which  had 
becii  displayed  by  his  Royal  Highness  throughout  the  whole 
of  this  importaiiit  transaction.  Every  one  must  apfHroye  the 
principles  on  which  he  bad  acted  in  tbi^  ttn/Bwtuwte  9mar% 
gcncy  ;  and  the  merits  of  biscot\duct|  ip  them^ri^jces  bf? 
bad  thought  proper  to  make,  contrary  to  his  known  opinion^ 
and  fcelii^si  cottld  not  Jiii  to  be  duly  appreciated  oy  that 
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Hpii$p,  4iit}  by'thewliole  «aiioQ.  {liear^  henr\)  Foria* 
nafetjr  for  the  nSbXn  of  the  country,  Ihe  hopes  of  the  xesto* 
ration  of  bis  ICajettj's  beatib  weoe  at  pm^mt  bi^h,  and  vittr^ 
improving  from  day  to  day*  Should  tbc  recovery  of  hif 
HB^'y^iyhc  y.ei  unhappily  rctaided ;  sbouU  Providence  atiti 
be  deaf  io  t be  wiah^  and  ibo  prayers  of  the  people^  and  ef 
the  Prince ;  should  it  prove  oulikeiy  that  the  King  icouki  soon 
lesume  the  exerdee  of  bia  Royal  authority,  (bow  that  au« 
thority  had  lutberto  been  execcised,  tbe  experienced  blessings 
of  a  veign  of  move  than  fiOy  years  could  be  appealed  to^  ami 
coold^t  evince!)  then  thcrejiould  be  a  great  coMolatum 
to  their  Locdshtps  and  to  the  nation,  aiising*  from  the  oeflect 
lion,  that  there  was  a  aucccssor  to  his  Majesty^  who  bad  lacist 
sifioeiely  at  heart  ihe  public  good,  who  pbeed  iHp  geaeial 
benefit  above  biaomi  personal  wiahea -anui  ieeliatSK,  {Htar^ 
kcar  I)  and  who  regulated  bis  public  coiidjuot  upon  {irincir 
plea  that  must  ensure  uoiverfial  public  approbation  and  n* 
apect.  On  such  a  gratifying,  lopic  be  n>igili t  oasiiy  ex^atiaiei 
as  itafibrded  him  an  ample  iiad  of  jKinegyric  ;  liiit  be  ,leh 
thai  audi  an  attempt  waa  rendered  totally  anfxiffflaiMis.by  )ho 
opinions  and  feeUag  ent^rtataed  by  all .  Ho^e,  kis  liocdabrpf 
said,  he  might  come  to  an  end  ;  but  that  it  was  tke  general 
pnotice  on  such  occasians  to  take  aome  view  of  ouf  sHaa** 
fiotty  as  shewn  io  the  variaos  topics  mentioned  in  tlie  apeedv/ 
Tbe  moat  prominent  of  its  leading  features  was  tbat  which 
mlaled  to  tlie  afium  of  the  Peninsubi.  With  aegaad  to  Iho 
state  of  a&trs  in  Spain^  he  admitted  that  the  appeaiEoco 
of  matters  was' chequered  ;  but  there  wQi^e,  not witbstaodiwg, 
in  tfaaf  country,  many  circumstanecs  that  kept  alive  ho|)e^ 
The.  high  and  gallnot  spirit  of  the  Spanish  notion  still 
existed ;  the  determined  hatoed  they  bore  ia  tboir  tnvadera 
cootibiued  in  vadirainisbed  vigour;  the  ardent,  desire  of 
maiataining  their  liberty  riemained  in  unabated  forcc«  The 
4lGnd  flame  of  liberty  and  independence  had  been,  it  waa 
true,  partially  obscured,  but  it  sUli  continued  to  burn ; 
and  be  hoped  and  believed,  it  was  never  to  be  extin* 
guished  by  the  oppressioaa  of  llie enemy.  Notwiihstandiftg 
dli  the  exertions  of  that  enemy,  •  his  utleroptshad  hitherto 
proved' uoaacofssaftti  against  the  city  oi  Cadiz,  which,  as  uell 
^  tbatof  Geuta,  waa  garrisoned  by  a  British  lorcc.  In  this 
napect^theii,  there  were  considerable  i^rou rub  of  satibfac^ 
tion.  With  regard  to  Portugal,  the  character  of  the  war 
ill  tbatx:puntry  waa  of  a  m^ch  greater  maKiiitude>  and  of 
a  much  atroogv  comj^xion*     ft  gave  us  great  reason  fpf  > 
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iJongiBtuIating  ourselves  on  the  events  thathed  passed,  and 
affi>rded  us  many  grounds  of  hope  for  those  which  were  to 
come.'  What  had  already  occurred  tliere  had  been  of  the 

frealest  advantage  to  the  common  cauee,  and  had  done  the 
ighrst  credit  to  our  gallant  army,  and  to  its  brave  land  skil* 
fql  Commander.     If  lie  weie  to  be  asked,  what  we  had  done 
by  our  campaign  in  that  country,  he  wonki  answer,  that  we 
had  withdrawn  a  numerous  and  formidable  army  from  tb« 
country  of  Spain,  commanded  by  one  of  the  most  eminent 
and  most  fortunate  of  the  generals  in  the  service  of  France ; 
that  we  bad  baffled  the  first  attack  of  that  powerful  army  so 
commanded ;  that  we  had  so  preserved  from  the  invaders  the 
capital,  and  a  large  portion  otthe  country  of  Portiigal  t  that 
we  still  presented  to  them  the  formidable  fr6nt  of  defiance, 
and  held  them  in  a  state  of  disgraceful  inactivity !   {Hear !) 
If  their  Lordships  recollected  the  various  predictions  of  ill 
success  which  bad  been  delivered,  it  must  be  admitted  that 
we  had  surpassed  even  the  general  hopes.    What  we  had 
still  ;todo,  depended  on  future  occurrences.    They  might 
ttpect,  on  thb  subject,  a  repetition  of  all  those  melancholy 
turognosticsand  forebodings  which  they  bad  already  heard  ; 
out  lie  was  readjr  to  sapr,  that  he  shouki  much  rather  adhere 
to  the  hopes  derived  from  the  accounts  of  our  brave  ^oom* 
nmnder.  Lord  WeHmgton  himself,  and  the  expectations  and^ 
high  spirits  of  his  whole  army.    However  he  might  be  in* 
duced  to  pay  respect  to  the  wisdom,  talents^  and  foresight  of 
others  who  entertained  gloomy  opinions  on  this  pomt,  bd 
must  be  permitted  io  indulge  strong  doubts  of  such  opinioos 
after  the  failure  of  former  predictions,  and  a  fair  review  of 
what  had  already  passed.  {Hear !)  The  gallant  and  successful 
defence  of  the  Island  of  Sicily,  was  a  still  greater  source  of 
satisfaction,  inasmuch  as  we  considered  the  magnitude  <^the 
military  and  naval  preparations  of  the  enemy,  and  the  bold* 
Bess  of  the  menaces  with  which  he  preceded  his  unsuccessful 
attack.     Exactly  in  proportion  to  the  presumptuousness  and 
arrogance  he  had  displayed,  must  he  measure  the  shame 
and  disgrace  of  his  failure.  If  we  turned  our  eyes  towards  the 
east,  we  should  find  the  additional  conquest  of  two  Colonial 
Settlements  from  the  enemy  ;  which  were  not,  perhaps,  of 
Peculiar  importance  to  us  from  tl;eir  own  intrinsic  value, 
but  the  conquest  of  which  was  still  of  high  importance,  as 
tending  to  the  destruction  of  the  enemy's  foreign  possessions* 
HemiglH  here  advert  to  an  enterprise  in  that  quarter,  which, 
ivrtainly,  had  not  proved  successful,  from  some  caused 
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ivhidi  be  could  not  be  expected  to  explain  faWj ;  but  in 
ivbich  the  penereiBnoe)  Takmrj  and  spirit  of  our  arms  bad 
been  evinced  in  tbe  highest  d^ree.  Toe  exhibition  of  these 
great  qoalities  on  that  unfotiunate  occasion  reminded  us  dt 
tbe  brayeiy  and  aelf-deTotion  recorded  of  some  of  the  heroes 
of  ancient  times.  (Heart)  There  was  another  point  ad- 
verted to  in  tbe  speech,  to  which  he  should  brieflv  allude— 
the  pending  discussions  and  negociations  with  the  United 
States  of  America,  and  the  wishes  so  strongly  expressed  by 
the  Prince  R^ent  of  their  successful  issue.  Deficient  as  he 
must  necessarily  be  of  information  of  the  actual  state  of  those 
discussions,  it  would  be  impossible  for  him  to  speak  of  them 
otherwise  than  generally  ;  but  he  must  take  that  opportunity 
of  stating  bow  &ep  and  sincere  was  his  regret  that  any  thing 
should  have  occurred  to  cause  them  to  continue  for  so  long 
a  period,  and  so  fiir  to  delay  an  amicable  adjustment-— his 
r^retrthat  two  nations,  who  oughts  from  so  man^  interest* 
log  circumstances,  to  be  united  in  their  friendship,  should 
have  spent  so  much  time  in  discussions  on  topics  which  sepa- 
rated their  mutual  interests  and  dispositions.  At  the  same 
time,  he  did  not  believe  that'  such  an  unfortunate  delay 
could  be  justly  attributable  .to  the  conduct  of  the  ministers  of 
the  Prince  Regent ;  who,  he  was  convinced,  never  -enter* 
tained  any  disinclination  to  negociate.  He  was  perfectly 
sum,  that  the  noble  Marquis,  to  whose  hands  were  entrusted 
that  department  of  tbe  public  service,  was  the  last  person 
who  needed  to  be  told,  tliat  if  he  brought  ihe  discussions 
between  this  country  and  America  to  a  successful  termina- 
tion, and  to  a  state  of  permanent  friendship  and  amity,  he 
would  perform  for  his  country  as  great  a  service  as  his  gallaqt 
relation  could  achieve  by  another  glorious  conquest  in,  the 
fiekl.  (Hear !)  Their  Lordships  must  have  heard  with  the 
greatest  satis&ction^  the  statement  in  his  Royal  Highnesses 
speech,  of  the  flourishing  situation  of  our  revenue  ;  notwith- 
standing a  partial  defatcatiop,  which  was,  he  believed,  from 
some  deficiencies  in  the  receipt  of  Customs.  But  in  such 
an  extensive  war  as  the  present^  in  which  such  unparalelled 
a  11(1  gigantic  means  wereenqployed.and  set  in  motion  against 
us  by  the  enemy,  the  wqnder  was,  not  at  what  he  had  been 
able  \o  achieve,  but  that  he  had  not  done  much  more ;  not 
that  be  had  met  with  some  partial  successes,  but  that  his 
eflTorts  had  not  met.  with,  almost  entire  success.  Whatever 
success  of  thb  description  he  had  met  with  was,  nevertheless, 
idmndantly  compensated  by  a  view  of  the  gmtifying  state 
of  the  wh»lt  of  our  jevenue^  against  which  his  dflforts  were 


^rftettlirTy  ind  livoi^edly  dfrecftt^.  ThF^  arflri>rdn(t  us  » 
flb^f ce  df  retfl  ai)tl  unniiTted  pf6af»uYe,  ad  if  furr^f^htklnfr 
#itb  Mdther,  oiid  A  strilting  pniofof  the  atondance 
it  t^iit  re^oarci^,  Mi^&f  tho»e  tMSms^  iwhHriKit  «6mferty 
ltappine«8,  Md  siren^hi  wh  icb  tr«re  pf^o^  in  j^cnrity,  out 
of  the  gtMp  ot  fcachf  of  the  A*.  Tlierfe  ^ns  another  topfe  of 
Tcfy  emteideraMe  momaat,  arid  p^i^kstitRrfy  in  the  present 
^te  of  tttf!  public  aflfmils,  on*  which,  though  it  ^m  ilot 
(MelM  tipbti  in  the  speech,  he^honicl  Mfce'tbt  opportmiity' 
«f  saj'mj^a' very  fe^  words.  His  iiovdfiftiphere afKid^  to  the 
itiii^  of  In^ruiicf,  and  th«  qxiti^tiori  of  the  CathoHe^efaiinlii ;  but^ 
^oke  iti  t^  lo#  n(  tone  ^f  voire  (o  be  perfectfy  distinguish* 
M)le  belvyw  tbe  bur.  He  admitt^l  the  gtHit  ittipoirtanee  of 
file  snbjeist,  find  the  grave  eortsideratiovi  ivhicb  it  meritecl.- 
ttue^  chnms  hwd  b^n  considered  before  by  the  greatest 
iotht>riti«^  of  the  times,  Vrho  Imd  ceflairtfy  expiro^scd  their 
Opinion^  it*  fwvdnr  oftht'm  ;  espcciatly- he  felt  himself  in-' 
minced  by  the  sentimf^nfs  of  that  imtnortaiStatesntan,  now 
tko  more,  ivho  had  end<*avoaTed  to'  settle  that  importanf 
l|uestibn ;  but  who  foi1)ore)  irokn  reosonr  of  the  high^t 
ftomenY,  to  press*  the  subject'  in  Parliament.  -  Whenever 
ffaat  subject  i^as  taken  up,  he  trusted  it  would  be  in  tho 
^it-it  of  coi\ciIia(ion>  moderation^  and  liberality :  but  he 
must  particutaily  hope,  that  in  the  present  state  of  public 
Afl^ifs,  It  w6uld  appear  adviiiable  to  everj'  noble  Lord  not- 
lo  stir  this  delipatc  question.  He  was  convinced  that  those 
it\\6  viewed  the  subject  in  its  proper  ii'ght,  would  see  it  in 
the  stmie  shape.  After  various  other  observations,  the 
MUe  Earl  concluded  by  Moving  an  hunible  Addre^  to  bi^ 
tbyal  higlmcss  the  Prince  Regent,  confbrnlable'  to  the* 
Vatious  topiC<^  of  tlie  speech,  with  the  introduction  of  the 
condolctice  of  the  HoUsc  pn  the  lamented  demise  of  hev 
ro^al  hiicttiiess  the  Princess  Amelia. 

Lord  Eliot  TOfee  to  second  the  Address  Which  hud  been 
moved  by  Bis  noble  friend.  His  LordsMp  ealled  to. the 
recollection  of  the  Mortse  the  state  of  the  coufitry  at  other 
periods  6f  Ms  Majesty's  feign^  When  he  was  irithe  full  exer- 
cise of  hi«  Ro^al  fttnctions,  atid  the  many  blesj^ings  he  had 
conierred- Upon  fats  people  dnring  a  reign  extended  to  so  aa 
iinusutil  letigth  ;  and  expressed  his  great  satisfaction  at  tb<$ 
happy  prbspect  now  opened,  by  the  tbrtnnate  change  in  bis 
M«iestVs  health,  of  his  speedy  vtcovery,'attd  the  resumption 
of  his  Koytil  authority.  Ue  paid  the  strongest  tributes  df 
approbation  to  the  conduct  of  the  Prinee  Regent  t1nougA« 
otit  atl  the  pfod^edlngs  ftpen  this  ddicate  and  iitteiestiog 
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business,  .9 n^l  |pai:ticu,biply  ,ip  thc.partftejhad5;ict^^.svqcejbi3 
esfablishiDcnt  iii  t,\ic  ^c^flcy  in  lilip  n^imc  p(  \i\^  ^ojSi 
)^af  her.     M^  ^id  not  jpmis^  Jbe  Prlnpe  )^j^(,  mptQly  l|?^ 


cau^ 


vmced,  thai  sucU  conquct  vouid  tfjnd  to  tT\e  Rgne^t^Mid 
sUIvaotage  o/*  the  coiintrj/  wr  jret  ^cs^^.be  \m(^  ,mji^  io 
a  senile  qf  pqWic  dutjr  a  kac/ifice  ,pf  ^is  oyn  opi^aiQp  Hud 
fishes  on  public  affaiis.  j^ip  J>raise  of  bi;»  ^(^y^i  .^(shn^ 
5pi:ang  \from  the  aSt^tioriate  conduct  he  had  ipaqifesfea 
towanls  l\\s  Koyal'  Ff^ther ;  a  CQtiduct,  ^hic^fi  *j^«»  ihc  Tmii. 
piest.omen  of hb  futare|roirernment,  and  ^j^ich  musi^inpie 
Ibrlujuae  ev^nt  ^f  the  rq^a.tiqn  of  his  A[ajqty''s  hfjaith/teq^ 
jtodraw  closer  and  clqsqr^Tie.bq^idsl^cjtviteea  the  W 
Prince,  and  im^er  in  future  the  firpy^amcht  <jf  the  /Cq^iUiy 
strcvi^r  th^  e^er.  tf.ticip$  acfmittcd  th:\t,thc  poy^jime^t 
qf  the  Regeqi  px\u^  ^u  itself,  ,l)e  ureakejr  than  tlh-^t  (^ttjp 
)iin^,  antf  ft  hAyiug.becn  thou^rht  fi^t^b/Pariracne^t^ifoacj 
companj  a  tepporarjr  power>Uh  >^^^^  ^^i'l^^^^fi?  m 
lumtf^lions,  the  .qqnauat  .^f  tne  I'unoe  .Hej^QQi  Mr^  ,(9  h^ 
an  additional  ^i;yrce  of  ,Q9nsote(ion. '  ^^U  'Lb,^(i^hip  yieof, 
oyer  tlu;  diffeiceqt  ,%afn{r  jc>Qint3,qr.the  8Re^v'i',  exprossicig 
his  approbation  9fipe|^i^tffnents,coaF^^  ^PSft^'^  ^  ^h<% 
pii(|Uc  ex^i^tiqqs  noticei;}  jn.toe^)  2^ifd^is^)Catva9»ftLpn,atihe 
prqspeFsus  concCtion  of  the  ii^yen^v^.  The  h^i  ^pait  9^ 4ihp 
speech,  in  vrhich  the  f  r^ce  JRegent  "^eclared  ttijc  recqy^y,^ 
his  Jlajesty,  fis  soon  jfis  ^t  pTcai^  ](lf^jQVii;i^^  m6rcy,  ^hp 
^^eivo^i^Q^  wish  (;{t!fa  13^1^^  j^ip  cpul^ 

it  consider  as\^ejrQ\y  tyii^  sp^cu  qf  the  Hipisters.qTtHe 
^*egwU,  hut  afl  i^p*  ef  pijB^lwia  oif t^e  jl^pt  hiiflsqir.  TJW 
^Pb^ejl  him  tI^e:Vg>}«t  ^^  j^dTdl^  ^Kft^^^V^^fW 

jjejs^age  the  ^reatQst  Jionoiir. 

^airi  ,GrQfiv^(ff  ^i^,  ^\i^t  fie  haji  ,<?piflc  do^n  io  ^^ 
HqiVjC^^hftt  pip|il,h^Dmg^ieabIe.^^  *>  A44??f?> 

butiio^  JiayiugJb\ea{a.it,  and  the^peeches  of .t^ie  nQl^e^ipov^er 
and  s^i^i^i^r^  he  nmiait  say,  there  ivere  parts  of .  U  ,^Vlch 
could  not  hje^t  with  his  concurrence.    .On  ihe  sootii^qn ts  i^ 
afiectioh  %nd  jespect  towards  his  Majesty,  which  were  cc^' 
Teyed  in  ,liie  ^duress,  there  could  be,  But  ope  opinion  ij^^ 

ffi  ^^K  >¥  4«M  T»^^*h  JQSrd.to  .Ae  .fi^i^pqial  pr^sjm^ 


the 
not 
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support  the  present  Ministers,  as  if  they  v/ete  new  ami  uti- 
tripa  men ;  as  if  they  had  never  beard  of  their  ill-fated  ex- 
peditions,' and  above  ail  of  the  expedition  to  Walcheren ; 
as  if  they  were  men  who  had  not  been  already  tried  in  the 
bikince,  and  found  wanting.     He  regretted  that  the  former 

Eractice  of  communicating  the  speech,  on  the  night  before, 
)  the  members  of  both  Houses,  had  not  been  adopted  on 
the  present  occasion,  as  thus  an  opportunity  was  afforded 
for  giving  it  more  mature  consideration.    Yet  this  was  to  be 
the  less  regretted  at  present,  as  a  speech  of  so  flimsy  a  texture, 
and  containing  so  little  matter  of  information  cither  with 
r^ard  to  past  occurrences  or  future  measures,  had  perhaps 
never  been  delivered  from  the  Throne.    Even  in  times  of 
profound  peace,  much  more  information  might  have  been 
expected  with  fbgard  to  the  situation  and  prospects  of  the 
country ;   but  in  a  period  so  awful  as  tne  preisent,  such 
paucity  of  information  would  indeed  be  surprising,  were  it 
not  for  a  circumstance  which  it  was  quite  sufficient  to  alTu'de 
to,  nameiv,  tlie  consideration  of  who  were  the  Ministers  of 
li  is  Royal  Highness;    for  certainly,  if  they  «wcre  Ministers 
who  possessed  his  confidence,  one  should  have  imngined  that 
some  topics  of  a  popular  nature  would  have  been  introduced ; 
some  mention  would  have  been  made  of  a  reform  of  abuses, 
and  a  diminution  of  expenditure ;  particularly  when  the 
noble  declaration  of  the  Regent  was  recollected,  that  the 
supreme  power  was  held  entirelv  for  the  benefit  of  the 
j)eople.  He  looked  upon  the  speecn  as  much  more  objection- 
able for  its  mimerous  omissions  than  for  what  it  contained. 
There  was  some  mention  made  of  the  aflfairs  of  Spain  and 
Portugal;  but  there  was  nothing  in  it  with  regard  to  the 
internal  situation  of  Ireland — ^nothing  with  respect  to  our 
relations  with   the  powers  on  the  Baltic — nothing  with  re- 
gard to  the  affkirs  of  India,  which  were  soon  likely  to  oc- 
cupy considerable  attention — and  nothing  at  all  on  that  most 
interesting  subject,  the  stat«  of  our  circulation  and  paper 
.currency.     That  part  of  t lie  speech  which  related  to  hpaiu 
and  Portugal,  seemed  to  pletlgc  the  House  to  a  continuance 
of  those  eK>sts  which  had  been  already  made  for  the  Penin- 
sula;  and  he  must  compliment  the' noble  mover  of  the 
Address,  on  the  ahilit3r  which  he  displaved,  and  on  the  in* 
genuity  with  which  be  commented  on  this  part  of  the  sub- 
ject ;  but  he  must  maintain  that  the  House  had  hot  heard 
inough,  or  nearly  enough^  on  the  afiairs  of  the  Peninsula,  to 
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satisfy  those  of  their  Loidships  who  were  at  alldonbtfai  oo 
the  subject,  ot  the.  propriety  of  sending  further  ieinfi>ro&- 
ments  to  those  countries  :  thejr  should  not  only  know  the 
real  state  of  affairs  in  Spain  and  Portugal,  what  were  the 
probable  hopes  or  fears  to  be  entiertained  with  regard  to  the^ 
countries,  and  (be  grounds  on  which  they  were  founded, 
but  also  what  was  toe  conditio^  of  Ireland  at  the  present, 
moment.  They  should  know  what  was  the  real  state  of  the 
public,  mind  throughout  the  inhabitants  of  the  Peninsula, 
lie  would  acknowledge,. that  tbeir  Lordships  were  bound  ia 
justice  and  honour  to  continue  their  support  to  those  who 
were  struggling  for  their  indepeodence ;  but  then  the  aids 
which  they  comd  afford,  must  be  bounded  by  considerations 
of  prudence  and  of  necessary  self-defence.  Above  all,  it  was 
to  be  maturely  weighed,  whether  the  succours  which  this 
Qouutry  wa^  capable  of  affording  were  such^as  would  be  suf- 
ficient Xo  obtain  ultimate  success;  and  he  was  certain  that 
the  people  .would  not  hesitateat  any  expenditure,  if  the  cause 
was  likely  to  prove  successful  at  last :  but  in  the  mean 
time  the  dangers  at  home  ought  to  be  considered ;  and  that, 
there  was  such  a  thing  as  ^If-defence  which  called  for  tlieir 
primary  attention.  If  the  reports  which  he  had  heard  were 
true,  though  he  trusted,  they  were  exaggerated,  that  Ireland 
was  in  a  state  of  ferment,  and  that  families  were  emimting 
from  it  into  England  and  Wales,  from  the  fear  of  a  new 
rising.;  then  it  behoved  their  Lordships  to  look  at  home, 
and  to.  reflect,  whether  those  efibrts  that  wQ^e  making  for  the 
Peninsula  were  not  to  be  bounded  and  limited  by  such  con- 
siderations as  those  he'  had  now  mentioned.  On  these 
grounds,  he  must  contend,  that  their  Lordships  were  entitle 
to  much  more  abundant  and  satis&ctory  informationi  before 
they  pletlged  themselves  to  increase  or  continue  their  effi)rts 
in  favour  of  Spain  and  Portugal*  Some  months  ago  they 
had  aU  heard  that  the  French  army  in  Portugal  was  in  the 
most  deplorable  situation ;  that  it  possessed  only  the  ground 
it  stood  upon,  and  was  reduced  by  famine  and  desertion. 
These  reports  came  from  so  many  quarters,  that  he  could 
not  help  .placing  some  faith  in  them,  and  entertaining 
strong  hopes  that  the  Allied  Army,  refreshed  and  recruiteda 
had  only  to  pounce  upon  and  destroy  its  weakened  adver<- 
saiy :  but  disappointment  had  succeeded'  these  expectations, 
and  it  was  now  found  that  the  French  Arm^  had  not  only 
plentiful  supplies,  but  had  received  numerous  reinforce-^ 


liiehte;  Tile ubHe  movbt  oflfic  AdKlit^  Iiac?  acknoWliu?!^^^! 
dmt  tlicrb  were  dhrk  spbt^  ih the  bonbon  oF  Sp:iin ;  this  wns 
ilbo  thife :  it  MrtA  still  unccr&m  wh A&er  iMc  nobles  ^n^rtAly 
^ere  wbrtfiy  df  their  anbienf  fiini,  or  tjie  peojSle  At  large 
^ferc  cfetermiiifef  to  ccmquer  otptf isll.  Thtre  wis  one  mdrd' 
stib^  tD  ,\<rTRclr  he  ¥^oId  cm  ttie  attention'  of  their  Lord- 
ships;  arill  tHat  i<ras,  tb|  refl(kA  on  the  in!schfcvons  delays* 
ilhicH  h'atf  iakjen  ^laci6  ili,  iWc"  ti^pdintraent  of  llic  ftcgcnt^ 
uA^  ihe  unfoftanMte  didbarfd  (6  WKfch  it  had  given  rise. 
T&jire  was  no  other  liiofle  iff  infolding  them  on  any  futuref 
exigency  of  a.  similar  ndii'yt^,  biit  by  Aomclcgistetive  measore' 
iJfhich  should  provide  for  U|e  ittimeimkte  supply  of  ailyde- 
fldehcy  in  the  Execative  Government.  He  trbstcd  that 
sbiAe  measure  of  this  sort  tronld  be  brought  forward  iu,ilte[ 
]|^fires^nt.  s(^sibti.  Herfldnot  rtifarj  to  fitopose  any  Amend- 
ment to  ilht  Address,  but  satisfied  himself  with  d^tiverin^  hl^' 
sentiments  on  those  parls  of  it  wft6  which  he  dpuld  not 
concur.  •  . 

I^)rd  Orerhille  declared,  thtit  it  was  always  \/ith  great 
c6v6em  that  he  rose  to  oppose  any  motion  for  an  address ; 
ahd*  tlierefore  it  was  very  gratifyito^  to  Mhi  tb  say,  that  in 
*  niost  of  the  sentiments  contained  7n  th^  present  address  he 
perfe(itly  concurred,  as  we\l  as  iti  those  conveyed  in  the 
V6ry  jible  and  elbqaent  speech  of  the  noble  mover.  Indeed, 
J^  mdst  say,  that  since  he  had  had'the  honour  of  a  seat  iH 
th^t  House,  he  neVer  hedrd  a  simiUr  itioiibh  <5ondatied  with* 
great^ei'  ability ;  not  only  for  the  pfeculiarly  happy  ieleciioa 
of  ihfe  tojiics,  but  for  the  justness  aprf  pi'o^riety  of  th'6  vieiVs, 
and  for  the  forcible  and  impt^^sslve  language  in  Which 
tiiej  were  cbnveyed.  ft  Was  inshf  ^r'atlfyirtjg  to  hirh  lo' 
fi^^ar.sbt'H  displays  of  talent ;  arttfni  qUstcd  ihht  t)i6  noble 
ibxi,  who  had  alreadj'distii^guisbed' himself  by  his  Icrveof^ 
liti^ratUr^,  would  j^roVe  aY\  ornament  to  that  House,  and 
would;  on  tnany  liitUi^e  occasions,  Jjratiiy  their  Lordships 
••With  similar  cTisplays  of  enlargea  and  liberal  sentiment. 
The  noble  Mover  had  justly  anticipated,  that  with  regard 
to  that  ^aH  6f  ihe  Address  which  expressed  an  ardent 
'  fiope  of  the  King's  recovery;  there  could  be  but  oiie  senti- 
itient  iq  the  Hoiise.  On  another  part  of  it,  aUo,  he  be- 
lieved that  a  complete  unanimity  prevailed,  namely,  tlic 
conduct  of  uie  Regent  throughout  the  whole  of  the  inca- 
siire  that  was  pow  Carried  into  effect.  On  the  uuiforiu 
digiiity  ai^d  propriety  of  that  conduct;  there  could  be  but 
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one  opiaioh  in  the  House  ifncf  the  cotintry ;  and  it  ^ttbrdiecl 
tlie  best  founded  prospects,  w)ien  the  time  came  that  tbe 
King  should  be  no  more^  of  his  zeal  for  the  happmess  and 
best  interests  of  the  people.     He  had  to  re^et.  therefore, 
that  the  present  Address  would  eon&e  up  to  bis  Royaf  High- 
ness   without  containing  one  cdmphikieot,  without  oh^ 
mark  of  personal  respect ;  yet,  however  that  was,  he  b^ 
lieved,  that  in  th^  feelings  of  the  House,  the  conduct  which 
his  Royal  Highness  had  observed  Was  above  all  praise. 
{Hear.)    On  the  political  partA  of  the  present  Atldress,  it 
was  not  necessaiT  for  him  to  say  o^ucd,  particularly  as 
other  opportQhiiies  would  occur  of  discns<ing  the  topics 
that  were  there  touched  upon.    Although  he  Would  wil* 
Iin^Iv  refrain  from  saying  stny  tMne  od  that  part  of  \t 
^hicli   related  to  Spain  and  rortugAl,  yet  he  felt  himself* 
bouud  to  say,  that  it  contained  a  pledge  contrfiry  to  the 
opinions  he  had  all  along  entertained  on  thot  subject  of 
policy — contrary  to  that  which  h^  still  entertained — and 
^hich,  whether  inconsistent  with  th^  general  sentiment  or 
not,  wherher  popular  or  ur^pbpular,  he  sbodld  betray  his 
duty  to  his  country  if  he  did  not  distinctly  express.     He 
Ead  hever  hazarded  !)(i  absurd  a  sentiment  as  ttikt*  it  was' 
not  highly  desirable  that  all  due  assistance  should  h€  given 
tb  the  exertions  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  l^ehin^iila  in  the 
Vindication   and  mainteniiic^  of  th^lr  independence.     N6 
rational  tnin  codld  doubt  that  the  issue  of  that  cont^t  was 
lAost  deeply  interesting  to  the  fate  of  the  Civilized  world/ 
as  well  ns  to  the  independence  6f  this  country.     But  th^' 
real  question  was^  **  Is  it  advisabli^  ttiat  the  modie  of  a»- 
sisfance  to  be  pursued  by  thi^  country,  ^lioUld  be  to  m^k^ 
ourselves  principals  in  the  war,  by  emnarking  the  ^hiofe  of 
our  disposable  force  in  the  issue  of  such  a  contest,  whi^r^ 
bur  enemy  could  bring  the  whole  force  of  the  Continent  ot^ 
£urope  against  us?'*    He  did  not  hesitate  to  deliver  it  ai 
his  opinion,  that  in  a  contest  so  unequal,  the  ihotiey  rfnd 
resources  of  the  country  must  be  expetided  with   certain 
loss  ;  for  it  Was  impossible  to  ei^pect  success  in  snch  a  mode. 
fie  agreed  with  tne  noble  Mbvdr,  that  with  regard  to  the 
war  in  Portugal,  it  was  better  to  rest  on  the  opinions  of 
those  upon  the  s|x>t,   than  on  speculations  formed  in  the 
closet.    The  lioble  Earl  had  also  said,  that  the  predictions 
of  disaster  to  the  allied  armies  had  not  been  accomplished. 
But  what  were  the  predictions  they  all  had  heard,  with  re* 
gard  to  tlie  fate  of  the  Fretich  army  in  Portugal  ?  Hud 


14  THE   PAR1.IAMEICT4RT    RE015TEIU  [LOnoS^ 

those  prediclions  becu  fulfilled  ?  Whea  Lord  Wellington 
had^  by  a  series  pf  wise  re(|^eau,  (and  he  really  believed 
that  the  skill  and  prudence  of  that  gallant  General  were 
conspicuous)  conducted  the  enemy  lu  front  of  his  strou^ 
position^  it  was  generally  predicted,  that  the  consequeuce 
would  be,  that  the  French  army  wouW  lie  at  the  mercy  of 
the  allies ;  that  the  French  •  General  would,  from  fjimine, 
be  forced  either  to  risk  a  hazardous  attack,  or  speedily  com- 
mence a  precipitate  and  ruinous  retreat.  How  was  this 
prediction  verified  ?  Why,  by  the  partial  retreat  oT  the 
enemy,  the  allied  army  was  enabled  to  occupy  a  part  of  the 
intermediate  space  which  had  beeu  covered  by  the  enemy; 
and  even  there  consklerable  resources  In  provisions  were 
lound  for  our  army  !  This  fact  he  stated  from  certain  in- 
formation. Of  the  military  conduct  of  Lord  Wellington 
be  was  no  judge ;  but  in  so  far  as  it  was  marked  by  caution^ 
and  an  unwillingness  tp  expend  unnecessarily  the  blood  of 
bis  country  men,  it  had  his  most  marked  approbation.  ^Rut 
bis  grand  objection  to  the  mode  of  warfare  now  pursued 
was  ibis— that  there  did  not  exist  that  individual  who 
could  suppose,  that  if  France  was  in  possession  of  Spaiuj^ 
Portugal  coujd,  by  any  efforts,  be  preserved.  The  inde- 
pendence of  Portugal  was  indissolubly  connected  with  that 
of  Spain;  and  it  was  impossible  to  defend  the  former,  if 
the  latier  ^vas  lost.  There  was  one  opportunity,  indeed,. 
'wlien  something  might  have  been  done,  and  that  \yas, 
when  the  force  of  France  was  drawn  off  to  the  extremity 
of  Gei:nDany  ;  but  he  need  not  remind  the  House  how  that 
opportunity,  never  to  be  recalled,  wa^  lost.  But  it  was 
said,  that  the  campaign  in  Portugal  operated  a  powerful 
diversioo  in  favour  of  Spain,  and  gave  her  an  oppor- 
tunity of  rc-occupying  the  country  which  could  no  longer 
be  held  by  the  enemy,  when  so  ^reat  a  portion  of  his 
force  was  withdrawn  to  Portugal.  In  answer  to  this,  it 
was  only  necessary  to  see  what  had  really  happened. 
During  the  last  campaign  In  Portu^i^al,  tb^  affairs  of 
'l<*runce  in  Spain  had  considerably  advanced,  in  spite  of 
this  diversion,  and  never  were  in  a  more  favourable 
state  than  at  the  present  moment.  The  predictions,  there- 
fore, which  he  had  hazarded  in  the  lust  session,  »o  far 
from  being  disproved,  had  actually  been  verified  by  events. 
On  these  topics,  however,  he  would  not  dwell  at  pre- 
sent, as  other  opportunities  would  occur  for  discussiiig 
ihcni ;    but  he  must  -enter   his  protest  against   pledging 
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the  House  to  a<;ree  to  the  employment  of  any  additional 
miliiary  force  in  the  Peninsula,  convinced  that  it  vat 
most  dangerous  and  impolitic  so  to  do.  There  was  on^ 
part  of  tne  speech  of  the  noble  MoVer  with  which  he 
cordially. concurred,  nHmely,  when  he  expressed  a  strong 
hope,  that  the  negociations  with  America  were  likely  to 
he  successfully  terminated.  There  was  hbrdty  any  thing 
preferable,  in  his  mibd,  to  the  establishment  of  cordiality 
and  harmony  between  the  two  countries.  Opportuniiies 
of  this  sort  nad  already  been  neglected ;  but  if  the  pre- 
sent' had  a  happy  result,  he  should  most  cordially  con- 
gratulate their  lordships  and  the  country  upon  it.  He 
was  rather  surprised  that  no  allusion  was  made  to  the 
state  of  the  paper  circulation  of  the  country;  bat  upon 
the  whole,  with  the  exceptions  he  had  stated^  be  had  now 
to  express  his  entire  concurrence  in  the  Adaress,  as  well 
as  with  the  sentiments  contained  in  the  speech  of  the 
noble  EnrI  who  moved  it. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  was  in  hopes  that,    after  tife 
very  able  speeches  of   his  noble  friends,  the  mover  and 
seconder  of  the   address,   it    wotild  have  been  unneces- 
aary  for  him  to  claim  the  attention    of  tlieir  lordships. 
There  were,  however,  some  points  in  the  speech  of  the 
noble   Baron,   which    obliged   him   to  solicit   the  indul- 
gence of  the  Hoiuie  for  a  short  time.     Among  thedifle- 
rent    topics   wh^ch    the    noble    Baron    introduced,  there 
*were  two  in  which  he  most  cordially  concurred  with  him. 
'He  was  happy-  in  ihe  opportunity  of  being  able  to  join 
'  in  those  welt-merited  encomiums  vrhich  the  noble  Baron 
bad  so  liberally  and  justly  bestowed  upon  the  speech  of 
his  noMe  friend,  the  mover  of  the  Address.  .  There  was 
-another  topic  also  upon  which  he  felt  the  greatest  plea-  < 
sure    in  ccmcurring    entirely  with    the    noble  Baron,  he 
meant  that  part  of  his  speech  which  related  to  the  con- 
dtict  of  his  Royal  Highness  ihe    Regent  on  this  occa- 
sion.'   He  regretted,  however,  that  the  noble  Baron  should 
have  introduced  topics  which  were  not  necessarily  con- 
nected with  the  subject,  and   which  were  calculated   to 
interrupt  that  unanimity  which  hew^asin  hopes  would  have 
prevailed' respecting  the  Address.    But  the  introduction  of 
these  topics  should  create  no  difference  of  opinion  between 
him  and  the  noble  fiaron,  respecting  the  conduct  of  the 
Regent ;  for  which  neither  the  noble  Baron  nor  any  of  his 
friends  could  entertain  greater  admiration- than  himself. 


•y^jtb  i|^|{pef^.to^bf/edGing8  and  Kotiroenu  r*"    ..• 
filfHJif  ticr9pn^*  WfXff  reference  to  cwtiy  part  c       ■  s 

iis  ft ^Wfl^ ^q^wn  to  ijif  .wjbole  world ,  there  c;/     ..  .%; 

^n^mcut}  wbic^yf^  tbia — thai  it  w^u*  e».riucu  *  i- 

Iqqali^ed  approbatioo^  ;^fid  the  waruieHi  g.ritiiuo  '■  .^  .li^ 
fcuimtrj.  fi(e^did  not  catculate  upon  iiu)  oppos..  (,,  . ,  ihe 
Jifflfnpf^.  Xt  ^as  tbe  .{(esTO  of  tha^'c  ^%lio  (trcv.*  ..  i<p,  to 
ptfljfefit  ll^  Sfeojie  wtvcb  Parliaoieni  might  be  si.pjx  ^ed  to 
j^i^fcl^tain  ofhU  Roval  ii^Untss\  regaid  Tor  lUi-  public 

jqteriest^,  hf  BcceptiQg  4he  ^overnQiciii  duria^g^hc  jcjihI 
indispbsitiqn*  They  also  endesKvoured,  as  tar  ss  it  was 
.macticfil:|(e»  not  to  introduce  any  topics  in  i\\f  Speech  which 
pou(d  possibly  give  rijie  to  afiy  marked  difference  oi'  opinion. 
Xadeeo^  under  the  present  circumstances  of  tl^e  govern- 
jpient  and  the  country,  it  was  peculiarly  desirable  to  om|t 
itv^ry  subject  in  ibe  Speecb  which  could  produce  a  prq- 
trac^d  discussion •  This  intention,  however,  was  .subject 
to  be  qualified.  It  did  not  follow  that  because  the  framers 
qf  tfae  Speech  (leemed  it  prudent  to  oiuit  certain  subjects 
lil^ely  to  preate  a  ;stroug  difference  of  opinion,  they  w.er;^ 
therefore  to  jleav^e  qut  of  it  the  leading  principles  of  our 
national  policy,  ^t  yfas  upon  these  grounds  that  they 
omit^c^  tnose  subjects  of  which  a  noble.  Earl  (Grosveuor) 
.C9mpla\n/ed ; , subjects,  from  ,the  discussion  of  which  I^ 
)yould  not  be  Ibund  to  shrinl^  when  they  were  properly 
l>efore  the  Iiou3e;  but  the  introduction  of  which  inline; 
Speech  must  have  ineyitablv  led  to  those  discussions  and 
differences  of  opinion., which  they  who  framed  it  were  so 
^nj;^ious  to  avoid.  But,  however  anxious  he  might  be  to 
avoid  difference  of  opinion  at  the  opening  of  a  ses^op,  t^e 
never  would,  for  the  sake  of  unanimity,  sacrifice  any  great 
public  principle.  Accordingly,  the  noble  Carf  would  find, 
that  the  most  iopportant  points  in  our  domestic  and  foreign 
relations  had  been  alluded  ,to  in  tbe  speech.  The  circum- 
stances of  the  coui)try,  as  be  said  before^  rendered  it  ad- 
visable that  this  exposition  should  be  made  in  terms  fiift 
likely  to  prodiice  opposition  of  sentiment  :  tKe  l/ra^rs  qf 
the;  Speech  .hs^d  .enqea^yojared  so  to  fashion  "it  ;  {^qd'i^e 
.trusted  that  the  d^ciiiqn.qf  tbe  House,  when  the.quesdofi 
c^me  to  be  put,  woulfl'sbew  that  tbeir  laboiirs^bad  not  be^ 
unsucqessful.  Tt)ere  was  one  paragraph  of  i^e  Speech 
upon  which  it  woyld  be  ncceswy  for  him  to  say  a  /e^ 
worids;  he  meimt  jth^t  whic^  icelated  to  the  war  in  Spain 
find  Portugal.    He  .c;ft^ld  not  ^V^5P'ticipitedijany.pbjec. 


lion  tathe  introdaclTon  W 'ft  subject^  upon  Vh^tlrParfHl- 
xnent  hhd  repeatedly  judged  and  ptondonced  its  opinion. 
It  Was  not  a  ne^  principle  ttfkt  Wiis'thrust  into  theS'peecb, 
but  one  which  Tias'b^en  aow  hearty  three  years  before  tlite 
country.  They  were  not  called  iJpon  to  enibark  in  a  new- 
war,  but  to  sanction  the'continua'oce  of  a  contest  in  which 
the  govcminetit  engaged  with  the  advice  of  Parliament.. 
}fe  was  aware  that  shades  of  opinion  might  exist  as  lo  the 
policy  of  l!l)e  war  in  the  Peninsula,  in  the  mode  and  upon 
the  scale  that  it  was  conducted  ;  but  he  was  persuaded  that 
a  very  great  majority  of  the  people  of  this  country  ap- 
'proved  oF  the  principle  of  giving  bpnin  and  Portugal  every 
<legree  of  assistance  that  did  not  endanger  Our  domestic 
-safety.  TJiis  being  the  sentiment  of  the  !^atioQ— this 
being'  a  subject  upon  which  the  Crown  had  so  often  com- 
mitted itself,  aud  committed  itself  by  the  advice  of  Par- 
liament— were  they,  by  omitting  so  important  a  topic  la 
tlie  Speech,  io  withhold  from  their  brave  and  persevering 
allies- the  satififactiori  of  knowings  that  it  was  announced  iti 
the  Speech  fr6m  the  Throne,  that  the  assistance  from  which 
they  had  derived  sdch  very  great '  advantages  was  to  be 
continued  ?  But  he  could  not.  discover  what  there'  was  so 
objectionable  ia  that  particular  paragraph  of  the  speech. 
In  bis  lindersiandfng;  of  it,  it  pledgea  no  hdble  lord  to 
ftuppprt  ^l\J  specific  mode  of  carrying  on  the  t^ar  in  the 
peninsula.  The  pledge  and  prothise  of  assistance  \vas,  itt 
fact,  expressed  in  those  general  terms  which  left  every 
man^s  future  opinions  on  the  subject  free  and  uncontrolled. 
He  should  not  follow  the  noble' Baron  (Grenville)  in  his 
observations  upon  the  policy  or  conduct  of  the  war  in  the 
Peninsula.  When  thiat  important  question  came  under 
consideration,  he  did  not  despair  of  being  able  to  convince 
their  lordships,  that  the  system  which  was  adopted  towards 
Spain  and  Portugal  was  not  only  the  best  which  could  have 
been  pursued  with  reference  to  the  particular  circumstances 
of  those  countries,  but  that  it  was  in  fact  the  only  one  . 
which  held  out  hopes  of  ultimate  success.  This  system^ 
whatever  its  merits  or  demerits  may  be,  Parliament  was  not 
now  called  upon  to  generally  approve,  but  to  sanction  the 
principle  which  they  had  repeatedly  approved,  of  generally 
assisting  the  inhabitants  of  the  Peninsula.  With  respect 
to  the  predictions  aliiidecl  to  by  the  noble  Earl  who  bad  s6 
ably  moved  the  Address,  the  noble  Baron  appeared  to  be 
uiKier  a  mistalce.  They  were  not  intended  to  api)ly,  a^ 
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well  pw  be  n^dei^itood  thci%  -l^  «ii]r  erents  thet  had  oo- 
caned  d«nM  jtbe  prejieot  (ownpaign  io  Portugal.    The 
meoQoiy  of  (be  npUe  BasoQ  owAt  be  jratbtr  shoft^  if  he 
could  DOlfCi^plleGt)  that  in  one  of  ibe  discosdion^  wbicb 
look  jpJaoe  in  the  jconrse  of  last  Sejisios  on  ihe  affaii^  of  thj& 
I'eiiipsida,  tbeiie  were  certaui  noUe  liords  whoidld  nol 
bcaiiate  to  assert  and  pledge  themselves,  that  a  verj  fcw 
loontba  would  bring  home  the  remains  of  the  British  armjr 
firooi  Portugal.  (Limd  criet  c/  ktar !  hear  I)    This  piredip* 
lion  tbev  founded  upon  the  aosolute  hopelessness  of  making 
effeetaal  bead  against  the  French;  a  hopelessness ' pro* 
.duccd,  as  they  stated,  by  tbe  inadequacy  of  the  British 
army  to  maintain  the  qontest,  and  the  utter  insufficiency^ 
^  ftoy  V^^^  *"^  trying  militiury  emergency^  of  the  Por- 
jUiguese  fevies.    The  prediction  of  thpjreturn  c^  the  Britjsi^ 
jtfwpa  bad  not  beeo  foIfiUed*    The  prediction  of  the  in* 
;nifficiency  of  ibe  Portuguese  troobs  had  not  been  fulfilled. 
£e  bad  the  testimony  of  the  gallant  Viscount  who  comr, 
^  ^ands  tb«  aUi^  army-**he  bad  toe  evidence  of  the  eminent 
And  iperitorious  officer  .(M^arshal  Beresford)^  uoder  whoso 
more  immediate  care  they  were,  a^d  to  whose  skill,  ^lepts^ 
and  activity,  they  owe  the  perfection  of  discipline  which 
they  have  attained,  that  thejr  are,  iti  ev^ry  point,  qualified 
,|p  |[gbt  side  by  side  with  Bfiti^b  troops.    This  wc^s  a  point 
wpon  wbicb  be  could  appeal  with  cop&deiMrc  to  every 
Sfritisb  officer  who  had  seen  tbem«    But  the  n9ble  Baroii 
liad  talked  of  the  disappointment  of  tbe  expectations  of 
the  country,  and  of  certain  predictions  of  the  «^peedy  ex- 
pulsion ol  Massena  from  Portugal.    To  this  be  would 
answer,  that  GoTeroment  never  encouraged  any  such  ex- 
pectations, nor  was  the  slightest  hope  ever  held  out  by 
jthem  of  the  nrobability  of  such-an  event.    Where  did  the 
noble  Baron  nnd  these  predictions  ?.  Were  they  contained 
an  any  document  of  Parliamentary  authority^  in  any  public 
dispatch  ?     It  would  be  bard  iudeed,  if  Government  was  to 
be  made  responsible  for  tlve  exvruvagunt  speculations  of 
over-sanguine  persons,  whose  ateal  for  tbe  honour  and  glory 
jof  their  country  made  tbem  bouod  over  all  obstacles  in  the. 
way  of  the  most^con^plete  and  decisive  success.  '  Differing 
as  be  did  entirely  from  the  uoble  Baron  respecting  the 
policy  of  the  war,  he  was  happy  to  have  an  opportunity  of 
agreeing  with  him  on  que  point — the  conduct  oi  the  cam- 
j>aign.    For  the  reasons  he  had  stated>  he  tsusled  that  the 
Aobie  Earl  (Groi^venor)  would  Bot  persevere  ki  bis  oppo- 
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sitioQ  to  the  Addreaf ,  apd  by  so  doing  prevent  that  ana* 
nitntty-  which  was  so  desirable  at  the  coinmettcenieiit  of 
eirery  sessioo,  aod  pArtiMilttflj  of  the  present.    The  para- 
graph' rekttng  to  3ffaia  and  Portugal,  be  would  agaia 
repeat,  did  ikot  commn  the  eeantry  more  than  it  already' 
was  committed,  or  pledge  the  nohb  Earl  mare  than  be  vai> 
pledged  before.     With  respect  to  America,  he  coold  nqt^ 
in  the  present  state  of  the  oegoektioii  wiib  that  ooantry, 
aay  all  He  wished.    Bqt  be  had  no  hesitation  in  declaitag, 
4bat  Goverasient  fully  appfeciatect  the  valae  of  that  con* 
neciion  ;  that  they  were  disposed  to  act  towards  tae  United! 
States  in  the  most  coBciFiatory  manner;  and  thai  there  waa 
no  political  oi^ect  for  which  they  were  moreamtious.thao^ 
to  ^tablish  the  most  tull  and  free  commercial  intercourse^ 
between  the  two  conntriea:  an  iateropursa*  the  ificalcuwhre' 
advaqtages  of  which  they  Both  knew. from  experieace*    It 
TCver  vfsii  the  intention^  nor  could  it  hav^  been  the  poliqy; 
of  the  Britis^  Govern  men  t^  to  provoke  a  contest  with  tbc^ 
United  Stat^    The  measares  wnich  we  were  cdmpelled  to^ 
adopt  were  for  the  ptirpose  of  vindicating  and  asserting^ 
our  rights;  rights  which' involved  the  honour,  tlie  security^ 
and  the  prosperity  of  the  country.    If  the  effects  ofthete, 
cieasuves  have  iacident^ny  fallen  upon  the  commerce  o^ 
America,  h  is  not  the  fault  of  the  British  Government.     It, 
la  to  be  lamented,  that  innocent  parties  should  suffer  by  the 
arrai^ments  which  we  were  compelled' to  adopt  in  de* 
fence  of  our  honour  and  interests  ;  but  the  sense  of  that[ 
faoBoor  aind  those  interests,  would  never  have  allowed  any^ 
departure  from  itj  or  atiy  other  coai'se  to  be  taken.    Attet 
what  he  had  stated^  he  trusted  no  serious  opposition  wo^ 
he  given  to  the. Address,  which  had  been  framed  withjf 
▼iew  of  precluding  the  possibility  qf  any  marked  differepcc^ 
of  opinion. 

Bdrl  GrosvenoTj  upon  an  nnderstanrliQg  that  he  was  not 
pledged  to  any  thing  respecting  the  Peninsula  by  assenting, 
to  the  motion,  wouldnot oppose  the  Address.  The  omission 
of  any  thing  relating  to  the  state  of  Ireland,  he  must  stiU 
consider  as  a  great  defect  in  the  Speech  • 

Tke  'Ekrl  rf  Radnor  supported  the  Address.    He  9D^ 
proved  of  the  prominent  passages  in  the  9peech>  but  be  • 
thought  it  was  rather  deficient  in  the  usual  compliments  tq 
the  Prince.    The  question  was  then  putj  and  the  A^(lres« 
was  carried^  ncmine  disseuiiaUe^ 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

TUESDAY^   FBB.  1$, 

A  Petition  was  presented,  eomplainrng  •  of  an  undue 
return  being  made  for  the  county  of  Litnerick,  which  was 
ordered  to  be  taken  into  considemtion  ^n  Thursday  fort* 
night. 

8l>EeCH   OF  THB   PniNCB   nCOlBNT. 

The  Speaker  informed  the  House,  that  he  had  been  iu 
the  House  oifXords,  and  had  there  h^ard  the  Speech'  of  hi;i 
royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent,  cbutainirig  farther  causes 
/or  tlie  assembling  of  Parli.urierit,  read  by  the  Lord  Chan* 
ccllor,  of  which,  in  order  to  4^oid  mislakes>  fie  had  pro** 
cured  a  copy.  '  '] ' 

.  After  the  Speech  had  been  read,    . . 

Mr.  Mjhies  rose,  for  the  purpose  of  proposing  the  Ad- 
dress,- He  Ijad  on  a  fornjer  occasion  presented  nitpself  ta 
the,  Hoise,  and  had  experienced  their  indaigence  wheil 
6rcfposing  a  similar  motion  tottie  one  which  b^  should  now* 
nave  the  honour  of  submitting.  He  feared  tnuch  that  hi.^ 
addressing  them  now  would  only  produce  an  additional  in- 
stance of  his  own  unworthiness ;  anf),  indeed^  'When'  he 
cdnsidered  the  diiticulties  of  bis  present  situation, 'lie  fe'(r 
sensibly  that  he  should  requir<^  a  double  portion  of  *their  iii-t 
dulgence.  The  bare  occasion  of  their  assembling  presented 
unusuat' and  additional  difficulties.  The  case  was  new.' 
but  then  it  was  iustified  by  an  imperious  necessity:  a  ne* 
<?essity,  in  combating  which  much  praise  was  due  to  ihl^ 
figilance  of  Parliament,  much  credit  att^ch^d  to  the  euer- 

S  1^3  of  Administration,  much  love  and  veneration  (o  th^ 
L^gent  biipself.  The  great  singularity  of  his  own  ^itua^ 
tion  would,  he  feared,  prevent  the  possibility  of  his  doin^ 
justice  to  it.  Jle  should  be  glad  to  have  passed  over  the 
first  words  of  the  Speech,  and  in  th^' course  of  it  altogether 
ibllow  what  he  was  sure  wasthe  wish  of  the  llegent,  namely, 
to  abstain  ffom  saying  any  thing  to  wound  tlie  feelings  of 
his  and  their  common  Fatber.f— (H<rar!  Amr!)— It  was  his 
greatest  and  most  confident  hope,  that  they  were  now  ar- 
rived at  that  period  when  unanimity  might  he  expected  ; 
a  period  which  more  than  any  other  claimed  the  protectioa 
oi  Parliament,  It  would  prove,  he  should  hope,  the  com- 
mencement of  peace  amongst  them,  the  date  of  the  cessa- 
tion of  hostilities,  the  signal  for  the  union  of  all  parties, 
H'hcn  one  side  of  the  House  would  offer  its  talent  and  it^ 
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spirit,  and  the  other  osrry  an  oblivion  of  ali'  diMpsI^  into 
one  common  exertion  for  the  service  of  the  comitry*  .  The 
Speech  shewed  then  the  necessity  of  thsiuhioo;  it-dis* 
plajred,  io  faithful  fieatnref,  thesitQation  of  Great  Britain, 
lie  should  oow  eaatenthimselfiby  glancing  btiefly  at  those 
topics  in  it  which  frouid.  of  course  hereafter  becometbe 
subject  of  more  mature  dUciisfiod. .  The  addiiiwi  to  ounces 
lonies,  by  the  capture  .of  the  islands  of  BcNirboo-  ^md  Aa^ 
boyna,  he  was  far  from  thinking  inconsiderable^.  Howuirer^ 
he  did  not  mean  now  to  oflFer  sa  a  boast  that  wovkad  takett 
much,  when  we  might  have  almost  said  befoiie  that  we  had 
taken  every  thing.  With  ri»pect  to  Sicily,  and  thef  fruit* 
less  vaunting  of  the  expedition :  to  that  coantry,  it  might 
perhaps  contain  an  analogy  to  the  sdieine  of  our  own  in  va* 
sioo.  The  defeat  of  the  enemy  seemed  only  to  have  iii^ 
spired  him  with  hope ;  and  when  His  ffun*buau  were  called 
out  on  the  future  occasion  for  whicli  be  was  preserving 
them»  BO  doubt  our  own  shores  would  exhibit  that  ^Uuotry 
whichour  soldiers  had  evinced  an  a  foreign  one.  He  now 
came  to  the  affairs  of  the  Peninsula;  and  tbere,  he  coukl 
aay,  without  fear  of  contradiction,,  that  the  plans  of  the 
^nemy  were  completely  frustrated.— ^^erir!  Ikearl  Aear\) 
Comparing  the  state  of  Spain  now  witu  the  state  io  wliiob 
it  stood  at  the  commencement  of  the  last  sessioh,  it  was 

flain  that  we  had  every  thing  to  hope*  The  ambition  of 
ranee  was  checked,  her  threats  disappointed,  nnd.her  pre^ 
Mictions  falsiiieiL  The  veryorgau  wnich  had  before  pre- 
destined the  tall  of  empires,  and  loo  fataily  verified  .ii<rpro* 
pbecy  of  ruiu'— ^thnt  very  organ,  the  Monitear  of  Frnnoe, 
which  appeared  to  have  had  the  ^ift  of  itispi  ration)  andtbe 
power  of  decypherine;  the  scroll  uf  tutariry*  hadprovf^  4it 
length  its  own  fallacy  in  the  groundless  vKunt  tlitit  not  a 
single  Englishman  should  quit  Uie^Pemnsuia. :  We  had 
made  nosucii  hioast;  bat  the  absence  of  boasting  Wfis  not 
to  be  considered  as  the  result  of  depreseiion.  W-e  hiid  no 
grounds  for  depression.  There  was  nothing  to  depress  w^ 
in  the  conduct  of  the  campaiij;n,  nothing  ia  the  battle  of 
3usaco,  nothing  in  the  bravery  and  patriotism  oF'ibe  Poi^> 
tuguese  army,  iheat !)  animated  as  they  were  by  their  own 
ardour,  and  disciplined  by  the  guidance  of  our  officem. 
They  had,  indeed,  a  noble  example  set  theni  by  the  sol-* 
diery,  as  well  as  by  the  Commander  of  the  British  troops* 
liord  Wellington  had  eminently  d4S|>lAyedy  thmui^hoiu  his 
^mpaigi^  m  the  Peni^s^tia)  t^ole  qualities  for  which  he 
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hai  bet»MbM»  felcbr«l«A;  antfikreloftfed  nko^fvery  ■N'< 
liWy  qnaK&ntMto,  (mnoMeMion  4>f  whicfe  ImuI  beeo  te»^ 
fiiicdoakcflk<^Mcar.'  Mr/^ife  ww  the  Mo«e  aamnrt 
%Sk9$j  ttN»niicib«iYhw  sabjieQlr  wlmi  be  considered -tke 
Mikixiv  o(  lu0  fkoatieii  wbo  m»  to  Mlow  him  in  the  de* 
teie»  Fo0liigal«  tliea^  oSmd  «V€«j  bo|^  and  sordy  S^ia 
W«  not-  tbe  Mbyed  of  deipuv— Spaio,  whaeb  had  tnndo 
mdk  MoUe  cffvti  wbe»  her  treaiore  was  ^abiobtety  io  the 
kandftof  her  etteiiiyj»  end  her  Legidatare  even  at  this  mo* 
■eut  Ueeheded  hy  bit  aj^mka.  This  hope#  cheering  na  wat 
the  Breapett  it  heM  oei  te  wiL  omebt  to  be  a  anbiect  of  coa-» 
g^MoB,  notoeW  ID  the  Coamry,  but  to  tfaTAdiuUM^ 
alralioft:  it  jualifiea  their  Tiewa  and  tbcir  meaaavca^  and 
aeacacd  theai  horn  »  aariout  weight  of  respon^bttityj  No 
4otibt  iesach  aatrug^  .Spain  aaust  have  iuflered,  b^t  these 
Itrtn^m  little  doubt  ttat  France  bed  aho  sufiered  deeply .^Oi* 
]f^  indeed^  be  was  ashed^  io  what  eampi&ign  theeeemjr 
had  toti  iDost,  be  sheeM  point  to  the  pnrarot.  Perhaps  il 
ireald  itot  be  in  his  power  to  offer  the  distinct  aad  precise 
detumepts  for  his  assertion ;  but  still,  from  general  aeaseiM 
sng  and  particular  data,  it  would  be  found  thiit  Framce  bad 
|Mrdcl  into  the  Pyrenees  no  less  than  GSOfiOO  men.  if  he 
could  net  imasKdieiely  point  out  the  parts  of  Spain  ia  which 
(hey  bad  been  disposed  of,  his  excoar  was  to  be  ibond  in 
ihe  nature  of  the  conntry  itself;  a  coeniry,  of  which  it  bad 
keen  said^  that  it  was  in  possession  of  the  Freech  by  da^, 
end  the  Spaniards  by  night.  Not  eniy,  however,  had  Spain 
heen^  benefited  Hy  our  interference  in  her  cause*-^Aoi  only 
liad  our  own  character  and  conntry  been  elerated  and  as* 
fisted^^but  all  Euiope,  aU  the  world  perhaps,  partictpatied 
so  its  adrantages.^  From  what  he  now  saw  going  on  in  the 
north  of  Europe,  he  had  little  hesitattoa  in  saying,  ihat 
tad  it  not  been  for  Sparn,  the  Powers  which  weve  now  de» 
hating  her  policy  might  have  been  suffering  in  hor  thraik- 
dooi.  Petersburgh  itself,  so  fer  from  being  the  exiremttyv 
would  iiave  been  the  centre  of  French  dominionr^C Heart 
kemr!  Ae»r/>— He  had  hat  one  observation  pressed  upon 
his  mind  by  the  consideration  of  America,  and  ihat  wsH^ 
ihatj  after  the  conduct  of  France  should  have  been  known 
therCy  and  the  doubts  with  itespect  to  her  vessels  proniuU 
^tedf  we  had  every  right  to  expect  a  im\x>unible  termina- 
tion to  our  present  negociations.  The  view  of  our  comtne,r*> 
cial  and  financial  concaems  was,  as  represenidd  by  tbe 
Speech^  with  only  one  dceptinn,  particularly  prosperous^ 


Such  •  circuflnUiiiCK,  st  aH  iimep  eoiiioktoiy,  wm  no^r, 
wIieD  the  W9r  had  ukeo  a  lU^ip  Vura,  espcciaUj  «o.  Jo  9|id| 
a  c6Dte9t  as  wa  wacaeag^^  ia,  Aoaia  imuaoes  of  paitial 
Cailura,  eiren  m  om  naritime  ao^^rMoas,  arbere  wa  «v«a| 
lapsi  svcoeasful,  miut  be  lacdbed  for*  Bui  tbe^e  we«eMf> 
tuFalt  and  we  laast  be  prepared  for  ibem :  we  4aa0t  iipC»  a| 
.all  avaoii,  allow  them  to  ciood  dtp  prospect  of  4X9' ^oaralJjr 
4aoip0KNt«  aitaaikm  a  «e  aMik  not  m&r  ibeia  to  deiirojf 
aU  eonMence  ia  the  fifaipise  w^ieib  futarily  affoi^ad  av^-^ 
TJ^  ch^Dcat  of  oar  fiuliKe  were  fevi  the  prcK^ff  of  oor  «upf 
^eeas  iiuMii£nt ;  and  it  was  now,  aot  only  oor  awo  tateneil, 
or  the  ioiereyt  of  our  allies,  bat  the  injerest  of  Ear^pei  any^ 
of  (he  world  itself^  far  w^iob  ^le  weia  poaiaiidMilg.  Mo 
.iloabc  PanUameet  woiUd  consider  itself  bound  by  every  xitf 
to  support  such  a  contest.  He  now  caaie  to  the  last  featare 
of  tlMiSpeacb — the  resunmtion  'of  the  sceptre  by  lus  Mi^ 
Jesty  under  the  •care  of  rrovidence^  Siich  a  calaaiity  at 
hfkd  be&llea  the  Soine^ign  proved  at  least  one  thing  wbieti 
^fiat  be  dbeerlag  and  consolatory  to  his  heart ;  be  HMaat,' 
(he  filial  duty  ^ad  patriotisia  of  his  HeiivAppareal.  Pe^ 
jbaps  at  that  very  moment  bis  parental  mind  was  feqniriag; 
'froai  his  Son  biiaaelf  tlie  eonirmntion  of  his  affection ;/  iw 
affection  which  cbntribated  to  the  happineas  of  tbe  oa^ 
and  constitated  the  glory  of  the  otber*  It  would  be  also  bio 
^aviabla  lot  to  learn  the  stneere  jirdour  of  <rvery  o^ber 
branah  of  faia  family ;  and,  united  to  ibair  every  proof  of 
the  devotion  and  esteem  of  his  laroer  fau»i^,  tbe  fieople  be 
had  so  long  and  ao  mikUy  ^vemed.  Tbe  bioa«  geatWaiaa 
then  concluded  by  novingaa  Add2«9s,wfaicb  was^asosual, 
•on  echo  to  the  Speech. . 

Mr.  Richard  ff^lkdeif  agreed  most  fally  wUb  (he  &o> 
JMNiraUe  member  who  had  gone  before  hiiayin  the  sineenr 
aad  tfdent  prayer  for  the  {x^ect  n*stonttioii  of  bis  Majestyi 
Tiieie  aeasy  however^  ia  the  conduct  of  the  Prinee  of  AVales^ 
ao  omealJie  most  £ivoumble  of  bis  capability  to  discbarga 
^eyery  duty  of  the  anluoas  trast  wthich  bad  defolred  on  him« 
.  ttbis  omeo  was  to  be  collected  from  bts  repeated  declarations 
4bot  be  would  support  the  rigbisof  the  Throne,  and  tlie  in- 
tesQstsoftbe  people.  SuohiSedhiralioDsreflected  ihe  highest 
iHinoarofli  bis  Rc^at  tiigfaaess ;  and  in  saying  so,  he  wiis 
auie  (his  expeession  of  liis  individual  UsHnf;  was  but  the  echo 
of  the  public  voice.  {Hear^  bear  I)  With  cespect  to  th^r 
vrar  in  which  we  were  Engaged,  although,  perhaps,  a  di^^^* 
aBBce  of  opinion  might  have  eustedi  as  to  the  policy  of.ils 


cotttmencement)  stitr  ri6ne  bonXA  arise  as  (o'the  propriety  of 
its  continuance.  *Thqt  Hvar  ivas  on  (be  part  of  our  enemy 
commenced,  not  Foi*  any  particular  or  circumscribed  object, 
i|ot  for  any  political  or  territorial  acquisition,  but  for  the 
aTOwed  purpose  of  uprooting  our  establishments— -not  for  tfafe 
impoverishment  of  our  allies:,  or  the  destruction  of  our  com- 
merce, but  for  the  total  and  indiscriminate  subversion  of  those 
'  free  institutions  on  which  our  present  prosperity  or  its  ultv- 
mate  permanency  vras  founded..     It  was  at  those  foundations 
of  libiprfy  which  he  aimed-^those  noble  principles  wh|ch 
enabled  the  powers  of  the  Flanseatic  league  to  cope  with  any 
power  in  Europe,  and  the  absence  of  which  levelled  them 
into  a  province  of  France.    (Henr^  heoTy  hearf)    We  had 
nothing  to  expect  either  honourable  or  permanent  in  peace, 
until  we  reduced  the  strength  of  an  enemy  who  was  implied 
by  such  a  motive.    The  reTers(*s  of  the  Spanish  w^r  hsid  not 
relaxed  the  Spanish  spirit*     When  the  French  army  overran 
Andalusia  up  to  the  gates  of  Cadis,  and  when  the  mostsao* 
guine  admirers  of  Spanish  heroism  xlespnireid  of  thecontest, 
it  was  suddenly  revived.    The  Duke  of  Albuquerque  saved 
Cadiz,  and  the  French  were  repuked.    Buonapaiie  had 
fried  all  the  expedients  of  his  ])oKcy  with  the  Spaniards; 
gentleness  and  severity  were  Used  in  their  turn,  and  equally, 
without  effect,     £very  attempt  to  crush  the  public  spirtt 
had  been  unavailing.     The  Spanish  flying  parties,  wnich 
were  at  first  punished  as  robbers,  were  at  length  acknow- 
ledged as  regular  soldiers  of  a  power  at  war.     When  they 
were  taken  prisoners,  they  uniformly  deserted  to  flie  standard 
of  their  coijintflyi     Next,  let  the  eye  be  turned  to  the  effect 
of  British  assistance.     The  Cortes  had  been  assembled  :  the 
Spaniards  were  about  to  possess  a  Constitution  according  to 
law.    The  great  council  of  the  nation  were  assembled  witil 
the  national  confidence.     It  was  of  the  most  signal  impor- 
tance to  have  the  public  spirit  tkus  emlxxlied  into  a  consti- 
tutional form.    The  Cortes  bad  never  uttered  a  word  of  sub- 
mission.   They  reminded  us  of  timt  ancient  Roman  Senate 
who  sat  in  the  calmness  and  majiesty  of  national  deliberation) 
while  an  enemy  was  under  their  walls.    By  British  assistance 
the  great  maritime  provinces  of  Murcia  and  Galicia  were 
ireecl  from  the  enemy,  and  cherishing  their  force  for  future 
efforts.    The  interior  of  Spain  was  full  of  partizan  troops^ 
who  sometimes  pushed  their  incursions  to  the  gates  of  the 
Capital.    What  was  the  progress  of  the  French  arms  in  Por» 
tugal,  after  the  high-sounding  proclamations  of  the  French 
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court,  and  of  the  Greneiuls  on  the  frontiore  ?  What  vere 
those  proml«es^  The  expnkion  of  t!»e  British  from  the  Pe- 
ninsula, and  tte  'utter  reduction  of  S(V)in  and  Portu!;>:ar. 
What  was  the  history  ?  In  July,  M^irshjil  Massena  crosscti 
the  Coa ;  in  January  he  was  fifty  miles  from  Lisbon.  Tht 
march  through  Portugal,  which  was  to  have  merely  paraded 
the  Imperial  £ffgles  through  the  country,  took  up  from  July 
to  October.  A  mo»th  was  then  lingered  awny  before  the 
British  lines.  Did  the  enemy  then  advance  f  o  Iitslion  ?  No ! 
•their  march  was  a  nridbight  retreat,  closely  followed  up  by 
our  army  :  their  retreat  was  to  a  fortified  positiori,  where,  he 
(Mr.  W.)  might  say,  they  were  blockeil  up  by  the  Portn- 
^eseand  British  troops  during  the  last  two  months.  He 
-fMr.  W.)  would  not  attempt  to  dwell  u|X)n  the  merits  of 
•that  ofRcer^  wliom  as  an  officer  and  a  relative  he  was  bound 
to  venerate;  but  it  would  be  admitted,  that  he  had  at  least 
:eonductfd  the  campaign  without  dishonour  to  the  British 
arms.  He  had  defended  a  small  countrv,  and  little  abundant 
in  resources,»for  a  lon^^r  time  than  liml  been  cnou£th  for  tho 
fiobr^rsion  of  the  great  Continental  governments.  Tlrere  wa^ 
nnother  view  in  wnich  the  war  in  the  Peninsula  onght  to  be 
-taken.  The  safety  of  tfie  Peninsula  was  good  for  England. 
The  balance  of  power  was  now,  perhaps,  unattainable ;  but 
it  \Va8  highly  important  for  usr  to  have,  close  to  France,  it 
great  power,  strongly  hostile  to  her  ;  and  by  principle,  and 
by  anoint  prejudice,  strongly  leaning  to  Knglaiid.  He 
<Mn  W.)  would  not  add  any  thing  to  what  bad  l)e«i  said 
by  bis  hen.  friend  <Mr.  Milnes)  on  itie  subject  of  Sicily.  As 
<o  America,  there  was  every  proof  of  the  disposition  of  Eng- 
land 1o  adjust  the  existing  differences  in  tl»e  most  friendly  , 
manner^  but  it  was  to  be  enntiiMisly  provided  (hnt  the  mari- 
time greatness  of  England  shou  hi  not  bo  m;Vde  the  price  of 
the  adjustment,  if  there  was  nothing  in  the  asp(»ct  of  o«r  fo- 
reign aflkirs  to  excite  despondency  #rdesptur,  there  was  not 
more  in  our  domestic  situation.  If  there  had  bwn  sonte  fiiil-. 
uies  in  mercantile  Kpeculations,  these  were  scarcely  more 
than  were  incidental  to  the  spirit  and  ent(:rpri7x;  of  ttritish 
•commerce:  and  when  the  "House  would  recoil ;'ct  t lie  liwivy 
calamities  of  179fJ  and  171)7,  and  yet  liow  nipidly  public 
•credit  rose,  and  public  opultnicc  recovered  from  the  misfor- 
tune of  tlie  time,  it  gave  Ihe  fitllcst  coididence,  thai,  the  late 
Ailores  would  not  be  felt  by  the  commercial  interest  of  Eng- 
land. Let  the  British  merchant  learn  to  lirar  the  calamities 
ivhicb  pressed  upon  him,  when  he  saw  how  much  mor« 
Vol.  I!.— J8iL  E 
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beavilj  tbey  pressed  upon  th^  enemy ;  XfbcHi  t^f)  ^W  the  re^• 
strictionp  oa  cammerce  producing  not  •pnlv  «i  UtTwill)  but  a 
resistance,  M^hich  in  no  long  tirUe  might  fbree  tbe  aboUtion 
of  tbe  apti-commercial  decrees*  He. (Mr.  W«)  would  now 
conclude ;  he  was  sensible  of  the  kindiieits  and  ^tention  with 
vJljiieh  the  House  had  indulged  biqii  in  wbM  he  bad  tosay, 
and  wou}d  not  trespass  on  uiemfurtber*  He  woujkl  simply 
say,  that  tbe  character  of  tbe  Prince  Rejgent^  the  cboracter  of 
the  times,  and  the  spirit  of  the  Houise,  cQunlananced  h|ni,  ii| 
calling  for  an  unanimous  vote  in  fiivour  of  the  Addre^ 
vhich  he  had  the  honour  of  scoondiog* . 

On  tbe  question  being  put, 

3fr.  Pomonby  rose.  lie  congiatulatfid  the  gentlemen 
who  had  moved  and  seconded  tbe  Address,  on  the  ^f^^y  credits 
ab)e  0iaiuier  in  which  they  had  come  forward  to  the  Houae, 
It  was  not  his  (Mr.  P's)  intention  to  animadvert  on  anything 
that  had  fallen  from  them.  There  were  some  of  their  state* 
meiits  in  which  hecordialty  coincided.  In  every  tf^ing  jLbat 
was  said  of  his  Royal  Highness,  of  bis  fitness:  for  the  govern^ 
roent^and  his  personal  merits,  he  (Mr.  P.)  wouW mo^tfuUy 
agree.  He  agrettl  with  wliat  was  said,  of  tbe.duty  of  tbftt 
House  to  give  tbe  fullest  and  most  efficient  support  to  the^^Or 
vernmentof  the  Regent.  He  (Mr.  P.)  woula,  for  one,  give 
bis  best  assistance  to  every  measure  brought  forwaid  by  the 
'Begent*s  advisers,  to  wliich  he  could  conscientiojasly  givehia 
support;  where  be  could  not,  he  would  refuse  it  with  pain. 
Pn  the  present  occasion,  he  had  no  idea  of  making  any 
formal  opposition  to  the  Address.  In  one  thing,  he  would 
agree  to  adopt  not  merely  the  sentiments  of  tbe  Address^  but 
(be  words  of  the  mover  and  seconder.  He  rejoiced  that  it 
was  intended  to  try  conciliation  with  America.  As  to  tba^ 
part  of  it  which  respected  Spain  and  Portugal,  he  would  say 
u  few  words,  but  it  was  only  that  he  might  not  be  misojider* 
stood  in  voting  for  the  Address.  He  would  wish  to  be  lookec} 
on,  as  giving  it  his  entire  approbation  in  all  its  parts.  He 
wished  to  keep  himself  at  liberty  for  the  discussion  of  those 
subjects  ataiiotber  period  of  the  Session,  when  he  could  come 
to  them  with  better  op|)ortunities ;  and  particularly  when  he 
had  the  means  of  coming  to  them  witn  fuller  information. 
He  would  make  no  further  objection  to  the  Address,  which 
appeared  to  him  framed  so  as  to  take  away  all  ofibiisive 
topics.  The  mover  and  seconder  had,  with  great  propriety^ 
avoided  all  that  might  produce  altercation  in  the  debate,  and 
he  would  not  excite  it  now.  He  only  wished  that  bis  geuera) 
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opinion  sboiiTd  nof  be'^consiclorcd  ns  precladinf^  him  from  any 
folure  opinion  on  anjr  particular  point  -which  might  be 
bft>iijB:Tit  into  tliscnssion.    (Hear !) 

Sir  Francis  Burdett  shortly  snid^  that  it  ivas  not  big  in^en- 
tfioh  <o  take  up  the  tithe  of  the  House ;  but  there  were  one  or 
(Wo  topics  on  whicl)  he  would  slightly  tonch,  before  he  sat 
down.    Be  was  ready  to  pivc  the  Prince  Regent  credit  for 
flib  best  intentions ;  but  it  was  to  be  lamented,  that  he  was 
trhced  in  such  a  situation  as  his  present  one.    At  the  end  of 
fliree  Dionths  debate  and  discussion,  the  douhtry  was  left 
without  the  Constitution  of  England.     He  (Sir  Francis  Bur- 
detO  could  haye  wished ,  that  the  Prince  had  refnsed  his  pre- 
sent situation.    His  not  meeting  the  House  on  this  day,  wa^ 
II  proof  of  his  dissatisfaction.  After  raising  one  phantom,  we 
had  raised  another,  and  called  it  a  Regent ;  we  had  made  a 
goyemor,  withont  entrusting  to  him  the  power  of  goyern- 
tixeht    He  (Sir  Francis  Bnrdett)  ninst  further  observe  on  a 
practice  which  had  crept  in  only  within  these  few  yeaVs^,  and 
t)iat  was,  not  acquainting  the  members  of  the  House  with  the 
stibstance  of  the  Speech,  before  they  were  called  on  for  theii' 
votes  upon  it.    As  the  practice  was  now,  they  vere  called 
on  sndoenly  to  giye  their  votes  dn  the  whole  mass  of  the  Ad- 
dress^ containing,  a\  it  did,  topics  of  the  most  Various  and 
highest  importance.     No  i^pood  reason  could  be  assigned  for 
this  deviation  frotnf  the  ancient  mode.    It  was  not  his  (Sir  F. 
B^rdett's)  intentioti'to  proceed  a(  that  moment,  under  such 
citcuinstaHce9,  to  consider  the  Address.     He  would  move 
.  fbr  an  adjdurmB&ent  until  to-morrow,  for  the  express  purpose 
oj^taking  tfane  to  (Consider  the  subject.     Ho  would  not,  how** 
e^er,  press  the  nlotion,  if  it  did  not  meet  the  approbation  of 
the  Hou^,    The  not  meeting  the  Regent  to-day,  was  to  him 
(Sir  Francis  Burdett)  an  evident  proof  of  his  dissatisfaction 
^h  <he  MinisttY'who  bad  been  forced  npon  him.     The 
R;egent  woaM  nti  arppear  in  public  with  them.     He  would 
not  tie  seen  by  th^ Ijfouse  in  company  with  them. '  Likre  fhe 
ludicroUa  scen^'  iti  the  play  where  Falstaff  mn^ster^  his  re- 
tmits^  and  finds^  npoh  inspecting  them,  that  they  are  such 
nigamuifins,  such  a  pitifnl  scarecrow  set,  that  he  could  ncyer 
tnSrch  through  Ccveniry  at  the  hcpfd  of  them.     (Much 
laughing).  Sir  Francis  Biirdett  then  said,  that  he  was  called 
on  for  his  vote  without  being  given  time  for  consideration.  He 
then  coHckidecf  by  moving  that  the  House  should  adjourn 
until  the  following  day. 

Mr*  Lambe  agreed  with  the  mover  and  seconder  of  ^be 


AcldresS).  tirat  Ibcrc  were  many  points  in  it  on  which  the 
House  might  be  culled  on  for  an  unanimous  vote  ;  but  them 
were  also  sonic  on  which  most  mature  coasiJemtion  would 
be  proper  luut  necessary.  From  tlw3  inauneir  in  which  Ijie 
Speech.  ))ad  been  brouglit  before  thei|),  no  ti|ne  was  ^- 
lQ\vcil'  for  examining  its  topics  ;  and  he  could  not  give  the 
only  vote  lie  ever  wished  to  give,  a  conscientious  vote,  ofpi, 
such  ^hort  consideration.  As  to  the  parts  cpncernipi;  Sicilj 
and  rortu<;al,  he  had  no  hesitation  insaj^hig,  that  it  ivascfi^ 
ihc  part  of  the  French  the  most  lagging  war  which  tlje^ 
had  carried  on  since  1805  ;  that  terrible  yqar^  when  flespniu;. 
firbt  seized  upon  Europe.  Their  late  prorress  had  heetx^low.;. 
but  ubdt  wa!i  tJie  reason  ?  In  lite  four  nrst  years  aflg:  that 
Uiue,  they  ha(l  sul)verted  l^lc  four  great  empires  of  the  Cout^ 
tiuent..  iX  m*ps  this  that  madetlielr  conquests  now  few  and 
slow..  He  (]\lr.  LambeJ  hoj)ed  that,  as  now  there  was  i^ 
^reat  Ibicign  c^ihuuity,  and  Jio  c.\|)ectatiou  of  any  great  dp- 
ine^ticone,  .the  IJouse  would  uiakc  ua/a  of  the  time  whicl^ 
ln\i\  Uecn  granted  to  them,  for  aUe^uling  to  the  internal  statp 
4>tHhe  country,  and  mare  particularly  for  economising  thji; 

fnibiic  eztpenditure.  »  He  l)irtiiei:  hoped,  tWit  the  piipers  re- 
atingto  public  monies  woi^Ul  be  laid  upon  the  table  at  the 
earliest  pedod,  and  u\  Uic  t'ulK-st  manner  possible,  that.tl^o 
representatives  of  the  people  might  be  ehabled  to  guarcl.anvl 
examine  the  exjXMiditurepf  the  people's  money.. 
>  JJrl  Panfcllj  alluding  to  the  .silence  fjf  ll^e  Speech  respcpt* 
ij;g  Ihq  aiTairs  of  Ireland,  cynsured  tjiecoa^duct  of  Mi| 
ji^sters  for  having  omitted  :»o  .important  a^topic  on  such  ^ 
occasion.  It  might  have  been  expected  thajt  they  woitVl 
have  bhe\Nh  so  much  re^puct  tor  the  fcx^lipgs  pf  the  tribU 
people,  at  least,  as  to  mention  their  concents !ind  iutprcst&^ii^  ^ 
jihe  SiX^ccli  from  the  Commii>bJonci>.  .  ^,  ,         ^       ;,  , 

General  TarUion  could  not  omit  thatopporiquilypf  sti^* 
(jug  his  disseiit  from  all  that  \v«}s  containC^I^  ia  the  Afldres^ 
.iaoatlKit  was  stated  in  tlie  spivches  of  t(ie  oj^ner  a^d  :^c* 
cgndcr,  in  praise  of  the  (,*ampaign  '\\\  Spain  and  iVrtugah 
Jle  should  take  tlie  carlie&t  oppon unity ^o^catcf  his  prot^s^ 
against  the  proceedin^ys  iu  that  quarter^  .; , 

The  (juestion  was  then  put  upon  thp  Address,.  Vfliicli  was 
agreed  to,  and  a  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  the  same ; 
Messrs.  Milnes,  AVcIlesIey,  Kyder,  'the  Chancellor  of  Uic 
Exchequer,  and  utiterb,  being  appointed  members  of  thc^ 
Committee. 
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M        STATB  OF  UU   IIA^.ESTY'8   HBAtTU   IN    1804*. 

Mr.  WhiiBread  pkve  liotioei  ihni  he  should^  an  Monday 
JRSC)  bring  andei*  the  considmtioif  of  theHcn^eli  subje^ 
which  he  had  recefitly  had  occasion  to  nientior^y  viz.  <b« 
fltota  of  Bis  Majesty  V  hfoUh  m  1804.  The  "way  in  Wbidi 
he  should  proceed  would  be,  either  by<  fnoTing  that  a 
Committee  benppdirited  to  searck  the  jonrtfaki  of  the  Houid 
ef'ijords,  aad^fepoit  tb  thAtHoiidb  what  they  thotikl  fliid 
thertia  velatiTe  'ik  tile  late  exonriuoflioii  of  his'  Majesty's 
Vbyrieiaiis  befofei'ObAmitteeof  tbe  Lords j  toucbhifi^tbe 
itateof  Jms  Majed^yV  bmtth  in  1804  ^  or  fa^'  proposing'  « 
Ketaiiitiotv  prayiogf'the  Lords  to  comrdttniCBte  so  much 
of  such  ^exaraination<to  that  House.  Now*  that  he  was  on 
bib  hgsi,  he  sbonlB  take  that  opportunity  of  asking'  the 
j^ht  bon%  gentlvmhn,:  (the  CbancellDr  of  the  ExcheqttPr,) 
whether  it  was  hii'  ihten^iof)  to  propose,  in  the  course  of  the 
session,  any  pemyaaoiit  itaehsure  as  a  provision  ti^inst  the 
recurvcnoe  of  the  i  calamity  with  which  his  Majesly  had 
been  TOcentty  aiBidtcd.'  For  himself  he  coiild  say^  aiid^  be 
believed,  forever}^  gentleman  who- heard  him,  that  he  was 
firmly  of  opinion  that  soch  a  permanent  provision  was 
indispensably  'necessary.  Fee1in|if  strongly  tliis  impression', 
tie  was  anxious  to  know  whether  it  was  in  the  contempla- 
lion  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman  to  bring  forward  any  such 
mcHsiire  I 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  replial,  that  he  had  «o 
such  intention. 

»  Mr.  Whitbread  then  s:avc  notice' that  he  should  take  an 
mly  opportunity  to  bring  the  matter  under  the  considem- 
lion  oi  the  House ;  and  felt  it  right,  under  the  prcisefit 
'Circumstances^  to  give  tliis  early  notice  of  his  intention. 

COLD-BATU-FIELt)S    I^AISON. 

.  .  $ir  Francis  BurdeU  rose  merely  to  ask  a  question  upon  a 
subject  which  he  found  stated  in  the  public  prints.  He 
should  not  take  iipon  him  to  say,  that  his  information 
was  correct ;  but  if  not,  he  would  he  in  the  correction  of  a 
right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Canning)  whom  he  had 
seen  in  his  place  tliat  n'^ht*  The  subject,  upon  which  he 
wishal  to'be  informed,  was,  as  to  the  case  of  an  individual, 
a  foreigner,  who,  if  he  was  correctly  informed,  had  been 
confined  for  now  nearly  two  years  in  Coldbath-fields  prison, 
-iiisolitary  confinement,  and  debarred  of  (ha  use  of  i)en,  ink, 


ptpef,  and  books.  The  cifctiinstanoes  of  his  iinprisonroenC 
vrete  Ihn^  I— Thte  thvnif  n  P^rtugDcse  6fficir  (by  nnme 
ColfillKf,  f^inrehavesibte  t^al^ecfedX  bad  in  the  year. I8DD, 
irjiiie  Lord  O^ie^  Stuart  tvns  ^ruizio^  off  QiuihaTeD'9  beem 
ipfite<jl  /on  .hoaid  his  Ldidship's  tcssel  to  dirinef ,  stid  aflfer 
(XHMr  w&S'#rr»t^  b^tnlqeiof  a  Seci^tiiry  of  Stifle'b  vaiH 
itnttf  ^v^ed  Qf^orc^  6«lifh)jr«  t  The  firnb  ,w9s  M?n!t  jni^mi 
^.  l^i^ftnd^t  wftfrti  Jf?  il>99(,confitai  fniadutig^DB  for;  a' 
|»rtni||(iu  aii4  :af4ffWAnl8rbrai]g|lt  to  EnfUndy  Qtididcti^ 
mitted  jia  Qo|d)Hii^MMb.  pmoir,  ^hiitc  J|^  hdd  siaco^lMiBif 
Gonfiiied  Dmkr  ]4^^  Sctftniiistanoes  .wliicii  .h(s  faad-adifadjl 
&taled*  H^  wished  ih^ore  ltd  bndw^liajUbflr  ^  «a«i^ 
this  individual. \va^  such  as  h^  haM  r^fM-cgcdlcd  U»  aodjvMl 
w^rc  the ^QUffds  fof  the  treatment  he  hadireoeiTad ^  ij  -^  '1* » 

iMr.  IbrA^y  not  knpMring  to  whom  (Ue  quesiioo  oiT  t&d 
boa,  barofift  was  adclrateeilj  yet)  as  it  Mferr^to  a  tmosteH 
tioifi  inivhicban  officer  of  the  pc^fointo  tonncdod.  wiik 
his  departn^t  -^as  concerned,  felt  tt.oeccasary  {<}  say,  tbaA 
$0  far  as  he  %vas  hinjself  cdncerned,  he.kne^^  nothing  of  tbor 
i^ttfsr ;  be  could,  hoAVeYer,  Assure  the  bon.  baronet,  Ahat 
inquiry  sliould  be  tnade  into  the  trafn^aclion.  . .  • ' 

.  7'fi^  Cliamellcr  of  the  Exchequer  observed,  that  as  the 
b^Tii*  baronet  Imd  alluded  petsonally  to  a  right  h<on.  gentle^' 
nian,  and  stated  himself  (o  be  under  bis  corFcction,  .it  . 
would  have  been  quite  aa  well  if  the  hon.  bdronet,  whol 
.  that  ri^ht  ho?i.  gentleman  had  qtiittcd  his  place,  bfid  de» 
ierrcd  \\va  question  till  he  should  be  again  in  bis  phoe. 

Sir  Francis  Burdtil  had  no  wish  to  press  the  question >itt 
this  instance  3  having  seen  the  right  h()nourabIe  g<intieman 
in  his  place,  lie  had  supposed  he  might  still  be  in  ibe 
House*  He  should  tfike  another  opportunity  of  repeating 
bi&  question^  and  in  the  mean  time  he  hoped  that  the  neooa** 
sary  inquiries  would  he  made. 

Mr,  IVhUhrcad  ro^  to  make  an  obff^rvalion,  but,  there 
being  no  quei>t«on  before  the  House,  waii  not  suilered  ta 
|htoceed .-«  Ac'jou  rncd« 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 

WCONESDAY,    FERHrART    13. 
PRISONERS,-  CON^VICTS,    ETC. 

Sir  Saiiwd  Romilly  moved  that  an  Addiess  be  presented 
to  the  Prince  R^nf,   praying  that  his  Boyal  Higbmw 
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ifould  he  ^ciously  pleased  to  give  directions  tllM  there 
he  laid  upon  the  table  of  that  House,  returns  of  the  aumbepr 
iof  prisoners,  male  and  female,  committed  to  prison  during 
the  assizes  for  the  years  1805, 6, 7,  8,  and  9,  distingnishing 
the  crimes  on  charge  of  which  they  bad  been  severally  com* 
mitted  ;  luid  also  t||ose  cpiivicted  of  said  charges ;  aikd  id 
those  discharged  on  proclamations:  there  was  a  simihir 
luotion  for  persons  committed^  dieicbarfc^*  9nd  cqpiviated 
sU  the  quarter  session^  fox  the  same  period  -,  which  weie 
hoiti  agreed  too. 

IRISH    DISTir^LGBIKS. 

Sir  John  Newport  presented  a  petit ioo  from  ocrtaiif  {|W- 
soos,  Distillers  in  Dublin,  complaining  of  iujiu-ies  suffered 
by  thejm  in  consequence  of  the  Act  of  last  JSc^sipn,  an^ 
praying  pecuniary  compensation  for  said  injuries.  Tlie 
djpeaker  objecting  to  such  petition  on  accoi^  p(  ^s  vfif, 
having  the  consent  of  the  Crowa  accompany ic\g  it,  a^r  |i 
short  conversation  respecting  the  formality  between  ]^r« 
JFostcr,  Sir  J,  Newport,  ana  Mr.  Perceval,  Sir  J.  Newpprt 
consented  to  withdraw  his  petition*  and  propose  ^n  Addnqp 
in  place  pf  it  to  t|)e  Regent. 

EAST   llTDiES. 

Mr,  Creerejjf  gave  notice  that  on  Monday  fortnigbt|  the  * 
4th  of  March,  he  shou}d  submit  a  motion  to  the  House^ 
Xhe  object  of  which  would  be  to  induce  them  to  adopt  soma 
measure  against  the  Directors  of  the  Enst-India  Compaijv, 
for  having  declared  a  dividend  of  10/.  percent,  on  the 
Company^  capital  stock,  under  the  present  circumst^ccs 
of  the  Company. 

Mr.  Crecoet/  likewise  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  week 
lie  should  reitew  the  motion  he  made  last  yrar  for  all  papers 
and  documents  relating  as  well  to  the  late  unfortunate 
/occurrences  in  the  army  of  Madras,  as  the  extraordinary 
proceedings  in  the  Courts  of  Law  at  Madras,  .with  i^oh 
further  proceedings  on  the  part  of  the  Comixiny  an4 
Govemn!ient  at  home  on  the  ssime  subjects  that  had  taken  * 
place  up  to  this  period. 

THE   &ING*S  ILLMBSf   IN    1804. 

Mr.  WkUbread  fixed  his  motion  on  this  subject  for 
Monday  week ;  and  his  motion  pledging  the  House  to 
(Certain  provisjoQs  in  case  of  a  <ecurrcnce'at  any  future 
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ecriofl  of  the  calainii  y  '  limler    which  the  country  now 
bours,  for  next  Monday. 

'     ADUtlESS  TO    THE   PHIKCE    REGENT. 

Mr.  Milnes  presented  at  the  l>ar  the  Report  of  the  Com- 
mittce  on  the  Address  to  his  Royal  Highness  the  Prince 
Re£:ent. 

On  the  question  that  the  Report  be  hrmight  up, 
.Mr,  HutMnson  rose,  and  said  that  he  perfectly  agreed 
in  the  propriety  of  an  observation  made  last  night,  respect* 
itig  the  manner  in  ivhich  that  House  was  so  oAen  taken  by 
surprise  at  the  opening  of  a  Session  ;  the  greater  portion  of 
the  members  heard  notliing  of  the  Speech  tilt  a  few  minutes 
befdre  !they  were  called  upon  by  the  rainisiers  of  the  day  to 
vote*  in  favour  of  tte  Aadrcss,  which  was  to  echo  every 
part  of  it.  This  was  neither  fair  to  that  House,  nor  to  th^ 
neasirres  upon  which  they  were  called  upon  to  decide ;  M 
gentlemen  were  thus  forced  into  the  predicament  in  which 
they  stood  last  night,  and  compelled  either  to  oppose  tlie 
Address  altogether,  or  vote  in  opposition  to  their  judgment, 
or  at  least  without  the  fair  opportunity  of  exercising  it* 
This  much  he  said  againstt  a  usage  becoming  of  hie  too 
prevalent.  With  respect  to  the  Address,  he  should  saj^, 
that  in  every  sentiment  expressive  of  their  unfeigned  concern 
for  his  Majesty's  indisposition,  and  of  their  confidence  io 
the  discipline  and  gnllaiitry  of  British  troops,  no  person 
more  cordially  concurred  than  himself;  but  here  he  must 
be  allowed  to  say,  that  the  more  signal  the  bravery  of  our 
troops,  and  the  more  unquestionable  the  skill  which  con- 
ducted them  to  victory,  the  more  res potisiblc  were  Ministers 
for  not  having  \jscd  such  admirable  military  means  to  greater 
advantage.  He  entered  his  solemn  protest  against  the  man* 
Tier  in  wh^h  Ministers  had  supj^licd  the  army  iu  Portugal 
with  reiuforcernents.  He  liesitatcd  not  to. say,  tliat  the 
effort^  of  our  brave  arniy  had  not  beeii  duly  seconded  by- 
Ministers — the  supplies  of  men  had  neither  l>een  eflective  as 
to  strenirth,  nor  seasonable  as*  to  time — the  contribution 
and  the  manner  of  contributing  wore  all  the  features  of  that 
lingering  indecision  equally  incapable  of  acting  or  resolving. 
There  prevailed  thraughmit  the  conduct  of  Ministers  ail 
the  vice  of  half  measures  ;  there  appeared  to  be  neither  plan 
nor  principle,  design  nor.  method ;  reinforcements  were 
sent  out  too  trifling  to  be  of  any  use  had  they  been  season^ 
able,  and  yet  so  ill  timed,  as  not  to  have  proved  of  much 
use  had  they  been  sufficiently  efTective*     If  an  adequate  and 
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seasonable  supply  of  men  after  the  battle  of  Busaco,  could 
have  enabled  Lord  WelUngfolt  to  haVe  theji  fought  the 
Iwttle  which  may  be  hereaftcT  to  be  decided  by  num^icrs — 
did  not  this  involve  a  serious  charge  against  the  nbgligonce 
or  ijjnorariCe  of  Ministers  ?  And  would  it  not  be  to  the  last 
degree  disgraceful,  if  the  result  should  prove  that  France 
could  collect  from  all  corners  of  the  Continent,  and  convey 
over  land  greater  numbers  of  men,  and  better  provided, 
Within  a  limited  time,  than  England,  could  with  all  the 
boated  advantages  of  her  marine,   and  the  comparative 

'  ease,  Security,  and  expedition  of  a  short  passage  by  sea  ? 
He  did  hat  wish  to  indulge  in  gloomy  anticipations ;  but 
with  respect  to  what  had  past,  he  insisted  that  our  brave 
troops  had  had  to  contend  not  only  with  the  active  enemy 
opposed  to  them  abroad^  but  also  with  ihe  imbecility. 
Irresolution,  ignorance,  'md  negligence  of  the  Ministers  at 
home.  What  ihiglit  have  been  the  original  design  of 
Ministers  as  to  the  mdde  of  supporting  the  efibrts  of  Lord 
Wellington,  he  knew  not,  and  apprehended  that  Ministers 
were  perhaps  as  ignorant  of  such  design  as  hc^  could  be ; 
but  of  this  he  was  certain,  that  whatever  their  design  might 
have  been,  their  measures  had  not  seconded  Lord  Wel- 
linn^fon.  They  must,  however,  in  sending  out  a  large  army 
to  rortugal,  have  intended  to  have  done  something.  Was 
it  by  snch  contemptible  children's  play,  as  the  country 
had  witnessed  on  the  part  of  Ministers,  that  they  expected 
to  strike  a  decisive  blow  against  the  tremendous  power  of 
France?  If  their  Intentions  were  of  so  vast  a  scope,  why 
should  the  rneasufes  taken  in  avowed  prosecution  of  them, 
be  so  meanly  inconsistent,  so  wretchedly  disproportionate? 
—if,  on  the  other  hand,  the  struggle  be  abandoned  tis  hope- 
less, why  exhaust  \hc  means  ot  our  defence  in  fruitless 
specimens  of  British  bravety,  always  brilliant,  but  always 
unavailing  ?  Considering  then  the  AdJress  as  communica- 
ting nothing,  as  pledging  the  House  to  nothing,  perhaps  as 
meaning  fiothingy  he  was  so  far  disposed  to  think  it  in  this 
respect  unobjectionable.  But  though  former  precedents  . 
and  ordinary  circumstances  might  have  justified  such  a 
mode  of  proceeding  at  the  opening  of  a  Session,  the  critical 

^  state  of  the  Empire  imperiously  demanSs  the  adoption  of  a 
totally  different  course.  Such  a  moment  was  not  suited  to 
idle  and  empty  compliment,  but  one  on  which  the  boldest 
truths  should  be  spoken,  and  measures  calculated  for  the  , 
salvation  of  the  state  suggested.  The  Address  he  thought 
Vol.  II.— J81L  F 
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shQuld  be  one  rather  of  condoleiinent  than  congralulation : 
"while  it  sincerely  deplored  the  ipelanchoty' state  of  his 
Maj^ty's  health,  it  should  in  the  most  unqualified  manner 
represent  to  the  llcgent  the  awful  circumstoHces  under  nrhicb 
he  was  called  upon  io  assume  the  reins  of  government. 
While  that  Address  acknowledged  the  parental  affectioo  of 
his  Majesty  to  his  people,  and  his  anxiety  at  all  times  for 
their  welfiire,  it  should  contrast  the  general  prosperity  of 
the  Empire  at  the  moment  of  his  accession,  with  tlie  accu« 
mulated  difficulties  and  gloom  of  the  present  hour.    It  was 
far  from  his  wish  to  say  any  thing  tliat  could  look  like  an 
■  invidious  or  un^^racious  reflection  on  the  reign  of  a  Monarch 
so  justly  estimated  for  his  many  private  virtues:  but  if  the 
amiable  qualities  and   the  best  intentions  of  a  virtuous 
monarch  were  not  sufficient  to  rescue  his  people  from  the 
baneful  influence  of  bad  advisers — an  influence  which  had*, 
so  long  and  fatally  oppressed  that  people,  and  had,  at  one 
time,  only  stoppal  in  the  dismemberment  of  the  Empire-— 
if  such  could  fiave  been  the  ruinous  consequences  even 
during  the  reign  of  the  present  King,  wdiat  future  Sovereign 
could  be  too  cautious  in  committing  himself  to  the  counsels 
of  wicked,  ignorant,  or  self-iuterestttl  men?    He  thou^bty 
therefore,  that  their  Address  ought  to  remind  the  Pnnoe 
Regent  how  great  a  portion  of  our  Empire  bad  been  already- 
lost  by  mischievous  and  unwise  councils*    The  Address 
shoulcf  also  state  the  disturbfmces  and  dissatis&ction  which 
.  had  frequently  prevailed  throughout  this  reign  in  Ireland, 
and  then  continued  unhappily  to  prevaiL — (Sear  I)    It 
should  not  pass  over  in  silence  the  enormous  increase  of  the 
national  debt,  and  of  the  public  bu  rdens,  since  the  commence* 
mcnt  pf  Ihis  reign. — (Heari)    While  the  injury  sustained 
by  the  manufactures  and  commerce  of  the  country,  being 
driven  by  the  successful  efforts  of  the  enemy  from  tlieoaturu 
and  accustomed  channels,  had  greatly  impaired  the  national 
means,  and  added  to  the  em^rrassraents  of  the. moment, 
vrhich  were  becoming  every   day  more   distressing    and 
alarming,  he  thought  too  that  such  an  Aildrrss  oukht  to 
<;ontrast  the  present  gigantic  power  and  moans  of  France 
"with  what  the^  had -teen  at  the  accession  of  the  King.    It 
should  state,  in  emphatic  language,  the  conviction  of  Uiq 
House  of  CommouF,  that  much  of  the  present  peril,  much  o£ 
the  public  burdens,,  much  of  the  grievances  and  consequent 
dissatisfaption  of  the  most  warlike  uid  capable  part  of  the. 
population,   are  &jirly  attributable  to  a  bad  and  nanoft 
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Slicy— (fleflr,  A^^r  ?)— suggested  by  i^nonuit  or  vtckedr 
inisters.  Condoling  therefore  with  the  Regent  oh  li|^ 
being  called  in  such  a  situation  of  things  to  the  helm  of  the 
State,  they  shotild  strcntiously  exhort  him  to  reject  suc^ 
councils,  and  to  resist  such  measures  as  by  experience  havQ 
been  proved  to  be  grcatVy  disastrous,  a;nd  which  cannot  be 
Persevered  in,  bat*  to  the  certain  and  utter  ruin  of  the 
Empire. — It  was  bis  solemn  conviction  that  the  afiairs  of 
this  country  had  now  reached  that  degree  of  difficulty  and 
dan^r,  at  which  flfttteryand,  falsehood  no  longer  eould 
deceive.-*Let  their  conduct  b^e  suitable  to  a  jpexiod  of  such 
awful  interest— let  them  adopt  towards  the  Regent  th^ 
language  of  truth,  not  of  hypocrisy^ — tell  him  of  the 
lamentable  incapacity  of  his  Ministers — that  they  possessed 
neither  our  confidence,  nor  that  of  the  public — and  that 
they  were  capable  of  suggestbg  no  ineasures  but  such  as 
thfey  thought  calculatca  to  ensure  their  iU-<?otten  power, 
and  gratify  ^heir  roiserabTe  ambition.,  The  Recent  should. 
be  reminded,  (hat  they  commenced  their  career  by  afSxing 
an  indelible,  stain  on  the  national  character,  in  their  daring 
violation  of  the  laws  of  nations,  and  by  blasting  tlie  hopes 
and  outraging  the  feelingp  of  ihilUons  of  his  Father^s  subj«;ta 
•^thatthey  have  since  weakened  and  degraded  the  kinj^ly' 
office^eprived  the  E.mpire  for  months  of  an  efficient; 
Executive^  and  have,  by  their  intrigues,  shaken  the  very 
pillars  of  the  Monarchy — that  the  period  is  critical — tho 
danger  imminent — ^the  national  calamities  numerous-n-tho 
pressure  <in  ihe  people  jnearly  intolemble — that  decisive 
measure,  neither  partial  nor  occasional,  can  no  longer  bei 
deferred — ^neither  should  they  yet  abandon  the  hope  of  a 
secute  and  honourable  peace,  pledging  themselves  at  the 
same  time  to  the  most  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war, 
should  sincere  attempts  at  peace  on  our  part  prove  ine^tual, 
e:tprcssinj^'  their  cpnfideni:e  that  the  resources  of  the  country 
tinder  sage  counsel  are  equal  to  meet  the  exij^ncics  of  the 
inoment.  I/et  tbem  a^ure  the  Regent  that  tliev  will  nar* 
I'bwly  watch  over  the  public  eaipenditure,  and  that  to  shew 
theiif  sinceritv  in  the  cause  of  general  reformation,  they  "were 
determined  lo  begin  by  reforming  themselves— and  above 
ally  to  heal,  if  possible,  the  rankling  wounds  of  the  Irish^ 
yfjfho  have  been  uniformly  neglected,  insulted,  and  oppressed* 
They  should  not  omit  to  declare  0eir  gratitu-le  to  the^ 
Reetntf  for  accepting  the  Regency  under  circumstances  so 
imtisitt^mtig  and  distresfing.    Whatever  pleasure  he  jsJiould 
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tia.ve  in  avowin/i:  his  confident  expectations  of  tjie  benefit 
Wvclj  to  resultft-om  theRcgi'nt^s  government  to'tHc  Empire 
Al'laro^e,  and  particularly  to  Ireland,  he  must  refrain  froni 
SEi/dulgin^  in  ^uch  declarations  at  present,  lest  they,  might 
subject  him  to  imputations^  of  nil  otbcrs  most  to  be  aToided 
6y  a  member  of  parliament.  At  tlic  same  time  he  could 
w^th  truth  aver,  that  such  confiJence  was  fully  jiistifieci 
by,  and  Entirely  founded  upon,  the  former  acts  of  his 
Boyal  Highness,  in  defence  and  in  behalf  of  what  he  wa^ 

Jpbwn  to  consider  as  a  most  valuable,  but  too  much  neg-  * 
ccfcd  part  of  the  Empire-    {Hear  I)    At  a  most  critic^ 
and  afflicting  period^  a  few  years  since,  without  the  know- 
led|;c  of  those  for  whom  he  mterfercd,  he  mo^t  strenuously 
^nd  eloquently  exerted  himself  in  their  behalf,  \>y  urging. 
to  the  Minister  of  the  day  the  adoption  of  sootnin^  ^nu 
conciliatory^  tocasurcs,  offering  himself  to  be  the  instrument 
for  carrying  them  into  effect.     Those  sentiments  He  felt' 
fiilly  satisfied  could  not  have  been  since  lessened,  however 
much  they,  might  have  been  increased  ;  and  it  was^  gratify^ 
ifig  (o  reflect  that  the  people  of  Ireland,  the  greal^  parC  of 
'Wnom  were  ignorant  to  the  full.ettent  of  their  obligatiohi^* 
to  his  Royal  Highness,  should  have  ever  felt  towards  him 
the  most  uisintcrested  nttachmtnt,  the  most  entircdcvotipn, 
of  which  they  afforded  a  cdiiviilciiig  proof  on  tho  melan- 
choly occasion  similar  to  the  present,  whqix  the  Irish  Piir- 
liament,  by  the  unanimous  approbation  of^ljc  people,  con- 
ferred upon  his  Royal  Highness  with  a  generous  confidence 
those  powers  which  were  d^nicQ  hfm  in  his  native  land.— 
(Hear,  hear])     Mr,  HutchinsoVi  tbdn  concluded  aspeecl) 
of  considerable  force'  and  ahifiVfi'tion,  by  adverting  to  the 
total  neglect  with  which  the  nanieaiul  infercsls  of  Irqland 
had  been  treated  this  some  time  bick'in  the  suceclies  from 
the  throne.     Why  was  the  nathc  of  Ireland  omitted   in 
every  speech?'   Why  sndi  IndusMous  neglect  of  a  b/ave 
people,    and  their  ntujierilc^  .sufforhigs?      He  must  say, 
that  if  the  present  Mini^ters  haB  one  principle  to  guide  their 
conduct,  it  was  that  of  contempt  for  Ireland.     When  an 
Irish  member  rose  to  demand*  reclrcss  for  his  injured  country, 
his  rising  was  the  signal  for  a  laugh  from  the  Treasury 
Bench.    (Hear,  hear  !)     Ail  honourable  friend  of  his  ba4 
met  with  an  insiancc  of  Such  indecent  levity  no  later  thaa 
last  night.     He  would  rather  be  the  object  than  the  author 
pf such  indecency.     (Hear]  hear \) 

Sir  T,  Turlm  expr^sed  his  regret  that  nothing  had  beeq 
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vAA  m  the  Speech  of  the  desire  of  the  R^ent,  if  pcMiSde^ 
fo  bring  about  an  bonoujrable  peace-«-the  only  lq;iUiiial» 
object  of  all  ^an  He  woalil  not  pled^  himself  2A  to  tbo 
transaetioni  with  regard  to  the  Pentnsnla ;  but  he  did  not 
indulge  those  expectationsofsuccef*^^  which  some  entertained; 
The  contest  mi^ht  add  to  the  glory  of  our  arms^  but  nothings 
9iore  bethought  was  much  to  be  hoped  for.  Its  termina- 
tion would,  probably,  be  the  grave  of  our  commercial  pio^ 
sperity,  and  of  every  thing  but  our  honour.  He  had 
always  maintaioed,  that  it  was  idle  io  coAtend  with  Franc* 
on  the  Continent.  We  would  soon  have  in  onr  poasession 
there,  only  Lisbon  and  Cadiz,  and  these  must  be  preserved 
at  an  immense  expence-  He  noticed  an  invocation  in  the 
speech  of  tlie  mover  or  seconder,  to  support  the  govemmeai. 
lie  would  support  it  as  far  as  he  conscientiously  oould^  and 
always  did— but  the  invocation  was  very  unnecessary  at 
present,  considering  the'  additional  influence  which  tho 
Administration  would  possess.  But  they  had  no  claim  te 
any  particular  allowance. — (//ear,  hear  I)  It  was  adutjr 
to  watch  every  one  of  tlieir  measures,  aud  t^  oppose  them 
if  pernicious  ;  and  that  duty  he  would  perform  without  anjr 
factious  motives.  He  said  this,  that  he  might  not  be  con^ 
sidered  as  pledged  to  assent  to  any  thing  of  which  be  reafty 
disapproved.  In  all  that  had  been  said  about  attachment 
to  the  King  and  IheRegent,  he  perfectly  concurred.  In  a 
real  feeling  of  attachment  to  both  he  would  yield  to  no&e^ 
though  he  would  contend  with  nobody  in  professions*— 
{Ilearl  hear  I) 

PORTUGUBSB  OFFICER. 

'  Mr,  Canning  understood  that  his  name  had  been  men* 
tioned  last  night,  in.  reference  to  the  imprisonment  of  a 
Portuguese  ofricer.  He  then  repeated  what  had  been  said 
on  that  subject^  as  he  had  collected  it  from  the  usual  sources^ 
(sec  the  report  pf  the  previous  night),  and  declared  that  he 
was  entirely  ignorant  of  any  such  transaction.  If  any  fo* 
feigner  had  been  brought  nere  under  such  circumstances, 
the  coarse  would  Irave  been  to  have  communicated  the  fact 
to  the  Secretary  for  the  Home  Department,  who  would 
then  have  the  charge  of  the  prisoner,  and  therefore  the  Fo* 
reign  Office  could  not  hkse  been  particularly  connected  with 
.  nn  rraprisonment  in  Cold-Bath-fieIdd,  If  the  circumstance 
lutppened  two  years  ago,  it  must  have  originated  early  in 
|80g.     He  wqnt  out  of  office  in  September  or  October  in 


ihMfor/  But  he  bof^ed  the  hofiiour&Me  Baronn  woulcf 
it«0  itoD^  and  At^eSj  lo  see  whether  iitijr  thibg  of  this  Wtid 
Maid  be  traced « 

'  £i>  f.  Butittt  recupitnlMed  the  cffetitnsfaTiefes,  knA  men- 
tibned  thitf  Mme  6f  the  officer,  which  we  could  hot  distinctly 
^llecc^  but  it  appeared  to  be  Colvilie  or  Purville. 

JIfr.  Catming  called  for  the  dati;  of  the  origin  of  (he 
trsntActtOfi. 

SUr  Ft  Bardeii  could  not  mention  the  day  or  month,  but 
mhr  that  k  originated  in  1809. 

Mf.  Canning  recollected  no  «ach  transaotion ;  but  inquiry 
dif|(bt  to  be  made. 

A  ^nflelhan  in  the  deponmetit  of  the  Home  Secretary 
sMtfid  that  inquiries  ^ere  making.  , 

*  Jfri  Whitbredd  rose,  but  was  called  to  order  by  a  gen- 
tlenlafl  nnlder  the  p^allery,  whose  name  we  could  not  col- 
ltc(.  Mr.  W.  said,  that  there' had  been  a  great  deal  of 
HlwnAtt  upon  this  subject,  l^ut  that  be  was  not  the  author 
of*lt. 

•    '^  AI^DItBSS   TO   THE    PRINCE   REOEICT. 

*  The  report  of  the  Address  Was  then  ordered  to  be 
ir^ujfht  up. 

A^.  W^AiVJread.— Although  I  concur  in  the  opinion  de«- 
fJvered  by  my  right  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Ponsonby)  last 
liigbt,  I  i\m  anxious  to  say  a  few  words  for  myself  ou  tlie 
object' of  this  Report*  1  agree  in  all  those  statements  of 
tlief  Address  which  relate  to  devotedness  to  the  Prince  Re* 
gent — to  afiection  for  the  Sovereign — and  io  the  sincercst 
-wishes  for  his  entire 'recovery.  But  I  cannot  help  remark* 
ing,  that  some  ^important  points  alluded  to  by  the  honour* 
able  Baronet  near  me  (Turton),  and  others,  have  not  beer> 
touched  upon  at  all.  In  the  first  place,  T  join  an  bonouiahlf 
member  who  spoke  last  night  (PamcU)  in  the  surprise,  Ibati 
.  considering  the  state  of  the  times  and  the  rumours  that  ara 
abroad^  no  particular  notice  has  been  taken  of  Ireland;  an4 
that  the  only  Information  wc  hare  as  to  tbc  cotulilion  of  tl|i^l 
fpuntiy  is,  that  the  Irish  revenue  has  been  deficient  {litart 
hear  !)  But  all  the  revenue  appears  to  have  been  deficit; 
and  yet  the  result  of  the  whole  is,  that  the  revenue  of  Great 
Britain  has  hecn  more  flourishing  in  this  than  in  any  piece- 
ding  year.  This  I  leave  to  the  gentlemen  opposite  to  explain. 
With  regard  to  America,  I  am  glad  to  find  that  there  is  som9 
probability  of  an  amicable  termination  of  our  disputes  witti* 
|bat  country  ;  and  that^  after  all  tbe  blunders  wnich  bave 
t)cen  co(niuUtedi«-iifteir  all  tbe  disappointments  which  have 
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been  experienced)  there  ia  at  last  an  earned  deniw  and  411 
anxious  endeavour  for  conciliation.  CHccarl  ket^r!)  X 
fJsQ  wish,  with  the  honourable  Baronet  near  Pie  (TurtonX 
that  when  the  efforts  for  our  support  of  th^  war  wer«  toucbefl 
upon,  something  had  been  put  into  the  mouth  of  the  R^ 
gent^  exprei^ive  of  bis  ardent  desire  that  ihese  exertioqa 
ini^ht  terminate  in  a  safe  and  honourable  peace«    On  that 

Koint  the  Speech  had  been  entirely  silent,  and  so  of  coumr 
as  been  the  Address ;  and  thus  we  have  bef  n  left  to  tbf 
prospect  of  intermiaabre,  and  for  this  country  io  tba  9q4^ 
annihilating  warfare,  (Htar\  hfiwr\)  Ag  to  the  caoi<> 
paign  in  the  Peninsula^  and  th^  plan  of  thatcampaignt  or 
the  conduct  of  him  by  whom  it  nas  been  executed,  X  can 
nt  present  say  nothing*  I  know  nothing  probably  of  many 
circumstances  which  might  have  influenced  the  proceedings 
of  those  who  planned,  and  of  him  who  executed ;  for  it  is 
impossible  .to  forQi«  out  of  the  dispatcbta  of  tba  Cooi^ 
tnandcr^  any  thing  like  a  history  of  tbesie  trans^actiona»-<^ 
This  only  we  know,  that  the  largest  army  ever  sent  from 
this  country,  has  been  conveyed  to  Portugal  \  that  it  bai 
more  than  once  marched  over  that  kingdom-^rthat  it  has 
suffered  two  towns  to  be  taken  without  an  effort  tosave'theq^ 
— that  it  retreated  when  the  French  approa<^ed--"tbat  il 
^liantly  repulsed  the  enemy  at  Biizaco^-^hat  it  was  an  ob* 
ject  to  save  Coimbra,  but  that  Coimbra  was  lost-*aod  thai 
afterwards  it  retreated  within  the  lines  before  Lisbon^  which 
stopped  the  pursuit  of  the  enemy.  I  may  be  told  that  Lord 
Wellington  confines  the  enemy  within  their  present-  eo« 
trenchments;  hnt  this  at  least  I  may  be  permitted  to  say, 
that,  they  keep  him  in  check.  I  know  the  eflbrts  that  bavo 
been  made  to  send  out  reinforcements,  and  the  gceat  ex* 
pence  which  has  been  incurred  in  fitting  out  the  troops  foe 
the  purposes  to  which  their  exertions  were  to  be  directed^ 
namely,  to  the  achievement  gf  a  splend^  victorv,  for  no- 
thing less  than  victory  was  to  be  expected  from  the  uniform 
renour  of  the  Commander  in  Chiers  dispatches.  {Hear  I 
hear!)  All  the  time  he  was  passing  over,  and,  as  some} 
say«  df^vast^ting  the  country,  to  render  the  enemy's , pur* 
sqjil  impossible,  or  higUly  difficult,  we  were  told^  that  if 
they  escaped  tjie  swofd^  ^anoine  would  do  their  work»  and 
tJsat  the  victory  must  belong  to  the  allied  forces.  These- 
hopes  were  not  realised.  ^{Hcar\  hear  I)  We  have  been 
often  toldj^  that  the  enemy  possessed  only  the  ground  wliere 
he  stood— 'We  know  bow  much  we  ourselves  now  possess*--* 
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'All  these  thmss^  however,  raa^  be  happiljr  explained — all 
.may  be  satisfactory— and  it  is  possible,  barely ' possible, 
that  at  last  a  brilliant  victory  may  be  the  result.  But  in  the' 
mean  time  I  must  protest  against  committing  myself  on 
this  subject,  till  I  have  better  means  of  judging  than  I  possess 
at  present.  In  looking  at -the  termination  of  the  struggle 
in  the  Pennisnla,  I  see  no  foundation  for  those  briliiaDty 
sanguine  hopes^  which  some  entertain,  even  though  a  vic- 
tory should  be  gaiued  by  the  combined  forces  ;  for  t  see 
.that  during  the  greatest  diversions  that  ever  were  effected 
in  favour  of  any  nation,  the  Spaniards  made  no  adequate 
effort  to  free  themselves  from  the  grasp  of  the  French  ruler* 
-^He  was  once  called  away' from  the  pursuit  of  our  army  ; 
an  army  sent  to  Spain  in  tnat  improvident  manner  whlcti 
so  often  characterised  the  measures  of  (he  Ministers  of  that 
day ;  an  army  which  for  that  reason  suffered  so  much  with* 
out  any  proportionate  advantage,  the  commander  tbo  hav- 
^^$  perished 4  though  his  glory  is  iuimojtai ;  from  the  pur- 
suit  of  that  army  Buonaparte  was  called  awny'to  defend 
himself  against  the  attacks  of  Austria,  or,  if  you  please,  to 
be  tire  Aggressor  in  the  Austrian  war.     Here  was  one  op- 

fortunity  for  a  great  effort  to  drive  the  French  from  the 
^eninsula.  There,  however,  they  remained.  Now  we  see, 
that,  though  the  chi^f  pressure  of  the  enemy's  force  has  been 
borne  by  tlie  British  and  Portuguese  forces,  no  adequate 
exertion  has  been  made  by  Spain  in  hef  own  cause.  I  ad- 
mit the  hostile  feeling  that  exists  in  Spain  with  rei^pect  to 
France  and  its  Emperor;  but  when  these  opportunities  have 
been  lost,  I  confess  I  cannot  itidulge  the  sanguine  expecta- 
tions with  which  some  delight  to  flatter  themselves,  and 
which  a]>pear  to  be  countenanced  by  the  Address,  and  even 
by  the  Speech.  There  is  in  the  Speech  another  most  im- 
portant omission — the  state  of  the  North  of  Europe.  One 
of  the  gentlemen  who  spoke  last  night  with  so  much  elo- 

Juence  in  favour  of  the  Address,  told  us  that  \n  Spain  and 
brtugal  we  were  contending  for  the  throne  oi  Petyrshurgh. 
f  shall  not  enter  at  length  into  thai  topic,  but  only  observe, 
that  during  the  campaign  in  the  Pt^uinsulu,  u  tnend»  nay 
a  favourite  General  of  Buonaparte,  has  been  silently  sliding 
into  the  throne  of  Sweden — (Hear !  Afar !)— that  he  is  now 
the  Crown  Prince;  a  statiory  not  gained  by  violence,  but 
conferred  by  the  free  consent  of  the  natimi,  which  received 
him  with  every  demonstration  of  satisfaction.  This  must 
shew  us  how  impotent  is  that  hatred  of  the  French  which 
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we  have  imagined  to  prevMl  to  so  great  an  extent,  and  on 
wfaicb  we>have  rested  so  iiuieb-*ri)ow  impotent  oar  friend* 
ship  for  the  protection  of  our  allie»-*«how  impotent  oar  mo- 
ney against  the  gigantic  power  of  Buonaparte !  If  it' had 
been  possible  some  yeara  ago  to  foresee  that  the  Ruler  of 
France  would  haye  presomed*  to  interfere  with  the  suoces- 
sion  to  the  Swedish  throne;  that  he  would  even  have  pro- 
posed a  favourite  General^  how  often  would  we  then  bave> 
heca  told,  that  the  pliant  Swedeis  would  never  submit  to 
SQch  a  violabott  of  their  freedom  i  But  now  we  see  the  station, 
of  Crown  Pk'ince  quietly,  taken  possession  of,  and  the  throne 
Heady  to  receive  him  whenever  Buonaparte  chooses,  without 
the  smallest  symptom  of  any  resistance  from  the  people.-— 
Sweden,  our  late  ally,  a  power  of  so  much  importance  in 
the'North  of  Eahope,  is  now  against  us.     We  may  then, 
by  our  campaign  in  Spain  and  Portugal,  defend  the  throne 
of  hostile  KuBsia ;  bat  the  throne  of  friendly,  subsidised 
Sweden,  is  completely  gone.    Was  it  proper  to  omit  these 
things  in  a  Speech,  ^e  object  of  which  should  be  to  give  a 
fair  and  accurate  representation  of  the  most  remarkable,  pub- 
lic events?    If  the  seconder  of-  the  Address,  sanguine  in 
youths  had  coolly  considered  these  things,  would  ne  hinre 
apoken  as  he  did  of  the  terms  upon  which  alone  peace  was 
to  be  expected  ?     He  told  us,  that  uo  peace  could  be  con* 
eluded,  till  we  h&d  reduced  the  power  of  Buonaparte,  and 
forced  him  to  abate  in  bis  pretensions.    What  a  prospect 
does  the  honourable  gentleman  bold  out !-—«  prospect  of 
interminable  war.    But  such  a  war  we  cannot  endure  upon 
our  present  expensive  scale.    We  may  be  told,  as  the  ho- 
oourable  mover  of  the  Address  expressed  it,  of  the  plebeian 
apprehensions  of  those  who  augur  ill  from  the  failures  of 
onr  merchants,  and  the  stagnation  of  commerce.    We  may 
b6  called. upon  for  continued  exertions  to  support  the  war 
-^for  patient  sobmission  to  continued  burthens ;  bat  since 
QUI  resources,  be  they  what  they  maVf  must  at  this  rate  be 
at  length  exhausted,  where  is^he  foundation  for  the  big 
talk^o  often  resorted  to  in  this  House?    An  experience  of 
four  years  mtist  have  convinced  the  right  honourable  gen« 
tieman  opposite,  that  with  a  view  to  an  endless  war  upon 
the  present  system  of  expenditure,  instead  of  being  all« 
powerful,  we  are  all  feebleness.    I  know  the  resources  of 
the  country-— they  are  great,  and  I  have  no  wish  to  under* 
▼ainethem;  but  with  the  lavish  profusion  which*  has  so 
Vol.  II.— 1811.  G 
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long  prevailed,  I  siin  convinced  ve  cannot  Jb^  on  beyond  a 
certain  extent.  Though  I  think  it  desirable  ibat  me  «ir«^ 
pedftroo  to  Portugal  should  not  be  recotied^  since  tC  baa 
been  at  all  ^nt  thither,  till  it  has  become  manifest  to  ell 
that  th^  object  is  unattainable,  yet  I  would  not  pledge  my* 
self  to  persist  even  there  in  an  unpromising  and  protracted 
contest.  Another  point  of  no  small  consequence  bar  beea 
omitted«-*^the  state  of  our  Commercial  Finanoe.  This  has: 
been  the  source  of  much  of  that  speculation  to  which  tnany 
bare  Mien  victims.  I  trust  the  operation  of  a  measore, 
which  was  first  suggested  bj  necessity^  and  justified  solely 
on  that  ground,  though  it  is  now  defended  as  a  system,  wi& 
soon  be  stopped,  and  that  an  end  will  be  putto  that  oncei^ 
tainty  and  injustice  of  which  it  has  been  the  cause.  We 
were  con^atulated  before  the  news  of  tbipday  arrived,  npoa 
our  colonial  conquests.  The  Isle  of  France  is  certainly  an 
important  conquest— *the  most  impoitaatof  aU  our  colonial 
conqoests  since  the  commencemcnt^of  the  war.  As  to  oar 
other  colonial  possessions,  I  think  their  vabe  cctnoaratively 
small,  except  It  be  considered  as  an  advantage  to  nave  codl- 
tributed,  by  the  glut  which  they  caused,  to  occasion  those 
failures  that  produced  the  plebeian  apprehensioiis  to  which 
the  honourable  mover  of  the;  Address  adverted  in  his  speocb 
last  nigbu  It  is  but  a  poor  consolation  to  our  suffernig^ 
itiercbants  here,  that  those  of  France  have  been  niined.^^ 
As  to  the  call  for  unanimity  with  which  the  hono&rabhf 
mover  favoured  us»  I  take  it  to  be  of  tiie  same  kind  with 
the  calls  before  made-on  similar  occasions,  which  deserve 
but  very  little  attention,  fbrthey  mean  tfo  more  than  tbi»-«-* 
Do  you  desist  from  opposition  lo  the  government  which  I 
support — abandon  your  own  opinions,  and  come  and  adopt 
OUTS.  Now,  as  1  am  not  yet  persuaded  that  nil  my  opinions 
are  wrong — that  his  Maje^^ty's  ministers,  tiaw  thePrlnc^ 
Regent^s,  have  always  acted  wisely,  and  that  my  opposi- 
tion has  been  erronegus— if  they  proceed  in  the  same  course 
as  before,  I  shall  persist,  without  intermiision  or  relax** 
tion,  iti  my  opposition  to  their  measures.  I  am  glad  to 
have  disburthened  myself  thus  far.  Though  I  wished  to  be 
brief,  I  was  anxious  nut  to  let  th^  opportuntiv  pass  without 
saying  a  few  words,  lest  the  right  nonourablo  gentleman 
should,  according  to  his  usual  plan,  tauntingly  tell  me  af*- 
terwaids,  "  You  suffered  this  to  pass  without  saving,  No| 
on  a  former  occasion,  and  why  object  nowr^    Much 
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more  mi^t  bemid  on  this  subject,  but  here  I  leare  it  for 
tbepffcfient. : 

Mh>  Perciw^twpoto  in*  substance  as  follows  :«"43onsidariiig 
It  hat  fxisBed  in  4lik  House  Inst  night,  I  oi?ii,  that  when 
I  canw  here  this  evening,  1  h«id  not  the  most  distant  expeo- 
tation  of  the  dtscnssion  which  we  have  now  heard.  Indeed, 
i  think,  when  the  lioitoomble  gentleman  who  has  just  sat 
•down  shall  come  to  ffefV?et  on  the  opening  of  his  speech,  be 
will' be  as  much  astonished  as  any  of  those  who  h«ard  him^ 
that  the  concluded  it  in  the  manner  be  did.  For  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  (Ponsonby,)  who  seemed  to  speak  the 
eentiments  of  the  House,  declared  that  when  he  considered' 
who  was  at  the  head  of  the  Admtitistration  of  tha  conntry, 
he  shoold,  if  obliged  at  any  time  to  find  finilt  with  any  of 
tlie  measunef  adopted  daring  hig  Administration,  in  doing 
ao^»feel  the  greatest  possible  reinetanoe.  When  I  reooliact 
4hese  circumstaiices,  and  when  I  reooilect  that  the  honour- 
able gehtlemcm  in  his  outset  declared  that  he  perfectly  coin*- 
cided  in  opiobn  with  that  delivered  by  the  right  Koaoar- 
nble  gentleman  (Mr.  Ponsonby),  I  own  1  was  not  a  little 
astonished,  when  I  beard  the  honourable  gentleman,  who 
declared  bis  concurrence  in  this  manner,  conclude  with  say* 
tng,  that  he  will  lose  no  opportunity  of  declaring  his 
opposition  to  the  measures  of  the  present  Administration. 
iljQud  cries  tif  heart)  The  honourable  gentleman  do 
cbsed,  that  be  was  induced  to  express  his  opinion  on 
ihe  present  oocasian,  lest  I  might  at  any  future  oppor* 
ftumty  taunt  him  with  the  observation,  that  when  snch 
an  Addness  was  proposed,  lie  appeared  to  ridiuiesce  in  ita 
eentiments.  I  will  say^  indeed,  tiiat  bowcTer  much  the  spirit 
and  temper  of  the  speech  of  the  honourable  gentlemaa  may 
please  many  of  these  who  are  of  his  way  of  thinking,  it  is  in 
durect  contiadiction  to  the  sentiments  of  the  Address,  and  to 
the  qxech  of  the  right  hononrable  gentleman  with  whom 
he  proiSfissed  to  ootnctde*  Although  tliere  are  aoaiiy  topics 
in  toe  speech  of  the  honourable  fsntleman,  on  whieh  I  enter* 
tain  a  vefj  difiebnt'opinf  on  iirom  bim,  I  shall  ^n  the  present 
occasion  alMtain  fibok  mentioning  many  of  them,  ftnm  a  wish 
not  to  disturb  the  unanimity  tmt  is'sodesurabielon'fhe  pn^ 
sent  occasion ;  biittbeie  areseme  of  these  topics  which  I  feel 
myselFunderth^neeessitjr  ofadyertiag  to,  and  which  I  shall 
ogtiee  will  aH^iossMe  brevity.  The  hoa.'gchtleman  pnifosed, 
thhttlM^gieatofa|ectof  hisrisiogwas,  lest  from  his.  silence 
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he  dould  be  ooDsiderad  a»  implicafed  in  Bfifmvmt  the  mm* 
suies  vhich  have  been  earned  oo  in  Spain  and  Portugal. 
Now  the-AddieBsdid  not. call  on  any  psnon.for  approbettion 
of  any  one  of  the  measuicB  which  Ministen  have  thought  fit 
to  adopt  in  conducting  the  war  in  these  countries ;  and  nb 
one  can  be  precluded  by  hif  aoqoievenoe  in  that  Addren 
firom  criticising^  at  any  after  period,  the  whole  or  any  part 
of  the  campaign.  There  is  in  reality  nothing  like  a  pled^ 
of  approbation  of  any  one  measure  that  has  been  adopted. 
But  when  I  say  this  mucb^  and  when  I  ow«  I  tliink  it  aa vise- 
able  that  on  such  an  occasion  as  the,  present)  nothing  like  a , 
ple()ge  should  be  contained  in  the  Address,  I  will  freely 
confess  at  the  eame  time^  that  in  my  own  miiMl  all  the  raeai* 
sures  which  have  been  adopted  in  the  Peainsuhi  aie  highly 
deserving,  of  approbation ;  and  that  when  the  time  shall 
come  for  the  discussion  of  thb  subject,  it  will  be  found  that 
the  skill  and  ability  with  which  these  measuras  have  been 
conducted,  aie  as  conspicuous  as  the  policy  hy  which  they 
weie  dictated.  The  honourable  gentleman  has  pointed  out. 
a  numbor  of  particulars  in  the  campaign,  in  which  he.  has 
been  disappointed.  I  own  I  am  not  a^onished,  that  when 
the  honourable  gentleman  has  tliought  fit  to  collect  opinions 
from,  others,  and  not  from  the  Commander  there,  of  a  nature' 
lather  too  sanguine,  he  should  be  disappointed  in  the  evcyit ; 
bot  I.  maintain .  that  he  icould  not  have  collected  these 
opinions  from  the  noble  CSommander.  For  I  think,  if  there 
is  one  thing  more  conspicuous  than  another  in  the  noble 
liord^'it.is^the  tsingular  modesty  andsimplicity  o(  hboflSk:ial 
statements.  {H/car^  hear  i)    Nothinp^  of  a  vaunting  or  arip- 

Stnalufeis  to  be  found  in  his  dispatchesl  (Hearl)  If 
ppointmeat  has  been  experienced  in  any  case  where  that 
noble  Lord  has  been  concerned,  it  u  the  disappointment  of 
theenemr ;  but  surely  therecan  be  nodisappointment  of  tlie 
rational  hopes  that  any  other  person  was  at  liberty  to  enter- 
tain* At  one  time  the  honourable  gentleman  declared  it  as 
his  opiniony  that  every  Englidi  soldier  shoAU  have  left  the 
Peninsuhi.  i  Does  he,  indcS,;  wish  that  the  Penmsoia  should 
have  summdercd  without  the  glory  of  the  Iwt  campaign  ? 
(ficnri)  Does  he  wish  that  after  the  instances  whioh*  we 
have  seen  of  French  cruelty,  French  treaehery,  and  French 
insincerity,  Britpns  should  have  had  no.  share  in  the  lale 
struggle  i  (Hear !)  Does  he  wish  that  Britons  should  not 
have  knade  a  stand  in  the  o^y  corner  wheit  it  ulis  pfflmMf 
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to  Toake  a  stand  against  the  common  enemy  of  Eanipe? 
iBtnr !)    It  k  not  indeed  possible  \o  predict  what  will  be 
tile  issue  of  that  contest ;  bat  on  a  dispassionate  renew  of  all 
the  circnmstances  of  the  casi^  I  own  I  see  no  cause  we  hare 
io  despond.  {Hear !)    We  have,  however,  maintained  all 
that  we  proposed  to  maintain ;  we  have  maintained  Portugal, 
and  in  so  doing  we  have  rendered  the  most  material  assistance 
to  the  cause  of  Spain.    The  hon.  gentleman  has  told  us, 
that  ooef  reason  why  he  desponds  of  Spain  is,  that  on  two 
occasions  that  country  did  not  avail  herself  of  advantages 
equally  favourable  as  unlookod  for,  which  we  cfn  have  no 
hope  will  ever  return.    The  one  occasion  was,  when  the 
French  provoked.  Austria  to  hostility,  and  when,  in  conse* 
<|nence,  the  greatest  part  of  the  French  forces  were  drawn 
from  the  Peninsula  to  Germany ;  and  the  other  occasion 
was»  the  divcnion  afforded  the  Spaniards  by  Lord  Welling- 
ton, of  which  no  advantage  wns  taken  by  them. '   Will  any 
man  venture  to  say,  that  if  Great  Britain  had  not  employed 
so  great  a  portion  of  her  military  force  irr  the  assistance  of 
the  Spaniards,  that  the  case  of  Spain  at  this  day  would  be 
any.thinglikc  the  present?    Sir,  the  honourable  gentleman 
dcapaiiis  of  the  cause  of  Spain.    It  may  be  indeed  that  morcf 
might  have  been  done  by  the  Spaoiarus  in  the  cause  of  this 
struggle  than  what  they  have  done :  btitletus  do  justice  to 
so  much  as  they  have  done ;  let  us  do  justice  to  timt  nation 
which  h^  done  more  than  has  l;»eeu  done  by  all  the  other  na* 
tions  of  Europe  since  the  commencement  of  the  revolutionary 
war ;  to  that  nation  which,  though  now  for  more  than  two 
years.  oVer«runi  hy  the  armies  of  France,  has  never  yet  suIk 
mitled  to  her  foe,  but  is  as  unconquerable  in  mind  and 
spirit  as  eycu^Hear  I)    It  is  in  these  means  and  thisr  de* 
terminal  spirit  of  opposition,  that  our  hopes  of  that  countty 
are  founded ;  it  is  by  these  mieans  alone  that  an  opposition 
to  France  can  be  maintained  ;  and  we  trust  tha^t  wnile  she 
tentinues  in  that  spiriti  she  will  remain  as  invincible  to 
France  as  eves.  WiUthe  honourable  gentleman  but  consider 
for  a  moment,  what  would  have  been  the  consequence  to 
Great  Britain,  if  the  PeninMila  had  ere  this,  been  under  com- 
jdete  subjection  to  Fmncei  .  Let  him  consider  of  what  gob« 
aequene^  Gadiz  and  Lisbon  alone  would  have  been  to  France 
if  in  her  possession.    He  who  has  always  professed  sucli 
fears  for  the  .remo9»al  of  the  battle  to  our  own  shores,  will  he 
40iily  consider  where,  to  sueh  advantage,  danger  could  be  ap- 
piebeod^Hl  to  this  country  and  to  Ireland,  as  from  tlie  pwtt 
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of'CMis  Md  Lisbon*    And  tlioiigh  the  Peninmla  sboiild  uV^ 
tanaleljr  be  conquered,  vhen  be  considere  how  completisly  it 
was  wider  subjection  to  France  befove  the  present  war,  and 
the  advantages  which  weie  drawn  from  it,  he  will  find  it  will 
be  less  efficient  to  the  conqueror,  wlien  it  shall  be  finally 
0ubd«6d,   than  it  was    pierions    to    the    contest.     The 
The  bonMiraUe  gentleman  has  adverted  to  other  topics^-He 
tays,  that  the  observations  respeoting  the  revenue  appear  to 
him  perfectly  unintelligible ;  that  it  is  said  the  revenue  has 
ftUen  off  in  Ireland,  and  fallen  off  here,  aiid  yet  is  much  mon? 
iM>w  than,  in  any  former  jean    I  will  teU  the  honomable 
gentleman,  that  tlie  statement  of  the  Speech  is  periectlycon- 
stsleat-*— I  wiH  tell  him,  that  the  whole  revenue  of  tiris 
country,  received  into  the  Exchequer,  before  the  5th  of  Ja* 
voary,  in  this  present  year,   1811,  for  the  preceding  year, 
was  greater  than  that  of  any  former  year  (Heart) — that 
there  are  between  three  and  four  millions  of  excess  of  difie- 
renoe  between  the  last  year,  and  the  year  ending  in  Jandtry 
1809.     What  do  you  mean  then,  says  the  honourable  geu'- 
ileman,  by  your  revenue  being  affected  by  the  dfaastroos 
Btate  of  the  commerce  of  the  country  ?    I  will  tell  him,  that 
paarttcular  branches  of  that  conmeroe'  may  have  declin^ 
towards  the  latter  end  of  the  year,  by  which  thelevenue  of 
ihal  part  of  the  year  may  have  beni  aftcted  ;  and  yet  it 
snay  be  jterSectiy  clear  that  "upon  the  whole  year  there  may 
be  an  hicfease  of  revenue.    It  is  tk'ne,  and  cannot  be  dentedf, 
iHiat  the  enemy  has  made  an  impr^ion  cm  the  conmeroe  of 
this  conntry  ;  but  tbir  iihpresaton, ,  whatever  it  may  be,  can 
be  only  considered  as  iettipomry ;  and  when'  I  tate  into  con-^ 
siilevaticNi,  the  skill,  ind'ustiy  and  capital  of  this  nation,  I 
-bave  the  bestgfounded  expectations  of  out  future  prasperity, 
ithovgh  particular  channek  of  that  skill  and  indmstiy  wiay 
for  ft  ti^e  be  afected.    I  think  I  may  venture  %t^  ttate, 
therefore,  that  the  general  increase  of  tbe  revenue,  which 
^decreased  however  towards  the  latter  oid '  ot  the  year,  may 
.he  expected  to  coatcnue ;  though  nothing"  can  be  said  pro- 
i|)ecti vely  on  such  a  subject  with  con  fidonco.   This  subject  'is, 
1  think,  pbmly  enough  stated  in  the  Speecb ;  but  if  it  is  not 
•  libiniy  enough  indicated  in  tfie  Speech,'  I  liope  the  honoui- 
tabic  gentleman  will  consider  it  to  be  so  now.    On  Ihe  sub- 
ject of  AaMrica,  I  wish  to  say  as  little  as  pesstblf .    The  ho- 
nourable gentlenan  is,  I  thhik,  not  lArarraniadin  saying- thaft 
a  spirit  of  coariKatioo  did  not  exist  in  his  Majesty's  ^ouoeiis 
imanls.tfaal.€ounlry  till  the  prcsetit  momeatr  '  Tfacve  is  np 
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greafer  eonciliatioa  manifart  now  than  iormerly.  The 
councib  of  the  coantiry  were  always  perfectly  conciliatorf 
towards  America ;  and  every  thin^  was  done  which  waa 
thoBffht  could  be  done,  to  obtain  a  renewal  of  an  intimacy 
with  the  United  States,  consistent  with  onr  own  safety.  And 
I  believe  that  every  thing  will  be  door  by  tlie  Regeat  in  the 
way  of  conciliation;  but  while  be  is  willing  to  oonoede 
every  thing  that  ought  io  be  conceded,  he  will  at  the  same 
time  keep  si^^ht  of  the  preservation  of  those  maritime  rights  > 
Ibr  wbicn  this  country  has  always  contended*  I  do  thmk 
indeed  that  those  maritime  rij^hts  which  have  been  so  loB(p 
datmed  by  Great  Britain,  will  not  be  renounced  by  her  at 

Ercsenit  I  do  not  impute  to  the  honourable  gentleman  that 
e  would  willingly  be  inclined  to  sacrifice  any  of  the  jost 
rights  of  this  country.  No  chancter  could  l>e>  gained  b^ 
the  nation  Which  would  not  stand  up  in  the  d^ence  x>f  hat 
riffbfs,  and  no  chuacter  could  be  gained  b^  the  individual 
woo  wonld  advise  and  consent  to  their  sacrifice.  1  will  ask 
the  hooourable  gentleman,  and  I  will  ask  the  House,  if  it 
would  be  proper  that  any  notice  should  be  taken  of  the  ex- 
pectation  of  peace  in  the  Address  ?  With  what  propriety 
GOttId  it  be  stated  that  peace  at  the  present  moment  was  pes* 
aiUe  io  be  obtained  ?  No  men  would  be  more  ready  than 
Ministen,  if  any  opportunity  should  occur  when  peace 
coald  with  safety  be  made,  to  avail  themselves  of  that  oppor- 
tunity ;  but  they  wonld  merely  mislead  the  Country,  were 
Ihey  io  tiold  out  to  them  that  any  thing  like  such  an  oppor* 
tnnity  had  yet  occurred.  I  think,  indeed,  that  there  are  few 
individuab  in  the  House  who  would  be  inclined  to  go  along 
with  an  honourable  baronet  (Sir  T.  Torton),  who  spoke  in^ 
the  course  of  the  evening,  in  the  sentiments  he  uttered  on 
that  subject.  The  honourable  geiitleoian  sajrs  that  we  have 
declared  that  no  peace  can  be  obtained  with  the  present  Em« 
peior  of  France,  till  he  abate  in  his  pretensions.  It  is  but 
too  true  that  till  such  an  event  no  pi^ce  is  to  be  obtained. 
What !  says  the  honourable  gentleman,  and  are  you  then  de- 
termined to  carry  on  an  interminable  war  ?  If  these  profes* 
sions  be  adhered  to,  what  can  follow  but  the  inevitable  rain 
of  Great  Britain  ?  (Hear!)  What  a  prospect !  continued  the 
honourable  gentleman.  If  it  is  a  true  prospect,  however, 
vfhy  should  that  prospect  be  disguised  to  the  country  ?  The 
pretensions  of  the  Ruler  of  France  were  nothing  less  than 
the  ruin  of  this  country ;  and  till  he  abate  from  these  pre- 
tensions, bow  can  peace  be  obtained  ?    And  I  will  ask  the 
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hononlraUe  gentlenmn  if  he  sees  anything  now  in  the  con* 
duel  of  that  Rnler,  which  indicates  that  be  has  abandoned 
his  hostile  views^  or  that  may  lead  us  to  bclieye  that  we  may 
with  safety  accede  to  his  demands.  Among  the  other  points 
of  the  speech  of  the  honoumble  gentleman,  he  expressed  JiiV 
astonishment  that  no  notice  was  taken  in  the  Speech  *of  the 
situation  of  this  country  With  r^ard  to,  Sweden.  Nothing 
could  be  more  iiatiiral  than  that  Ministers,  in  the  exercise  of - 
their  discretion  on  that  subject,  did  not  thihk  proper  to  ad-' 
Tert  to  the  situation  of  Sweden.  When  We  reflect  on  what 
our  former  connection  with  Sweden  was,  and  the  manner  in 
which  that  country  was  compelled  to  eilier  into  subserviency- 
to  an  enemy,  it  will,  I  think,  be  found,  thatforbearance  with 
regard  to,  that  unhappy  country,  is  tlie  principle  on  which- 
we  should  act^  so  long  as  we  can  act  on  forbearing  principles 
without  danger  ijo  ourselves.  The  right  hon.  gentleman 
then  proceeded  by  stating  that  it  had  not  been  deemed  expe- 
dient, considering  all  the  circumstances  attending  our  rda- 
tions  with  Sweden,  and  the  forbearance  with  which  our  po* 
licy  had  been  marked  towards  her,  to  make  any  allusion  io 
that  state  in  the  speech  of  the  Prince  Regent.  Neither  did 
he  conceive,  and  be  was  aware  at  the  same  time  of  the  impor* 
tance  of  the  subject,  that  it  was  necessary  to  have  made  in  hit 
*  Royal  Htehness's  speech  any  particular  mention  of  theaffiiirs 
of  Ireland*  (Hear,  hear  \y  He  knew  tliat  repiresentations 
had  been  made,  (for  what  i)urposG  they  could  best  tell  who 
made  them  j)  that  the  affairs  of  the  sister  kingdom|werc  in  the 
most  unhappy  and'  lamentable  condition ;  he  and  his  col* 
leagues  had  been  accused  that  night  of  treating  that  inip6r* 
taut  part  of  the  empire  with  a  systematic  ncgle<it,  or  of  never 
I'eferring  to  it  except  in  language  of  a  drgradhig  and  insult>» 
ioj^  nature*  He  would  put  it  to  the  candour  of  the  House,  if 
this  was  a  correct  statement,  or  if  it  could  beKeve  that  he 
and  his  colleagues  were  such  fools  and  idiots  as  to  treat  sach 
grave  discussions  with  an  unworthy  contempt,  much  bsk 
with  that  derision  and  eveu  laughter  which  had  iieen  im*> 

n'  sd  to  them.  There  were  occasions  probably  when  what 
fallen  from  gentlemen  of  that  country  might  have  had  a 
tendenOy^o  provoke  the  risibility  of  thp  House,  but  this  was 
not  to  be  construed  into  any  failure  on  their  part  of  duly  ap- 
'  prcciating  the  magnitude,  of  those  interests  which  were  in* 
Tolved  in  the  prosperity  of  Ireland.  However  his  own 
views  of  the  policy  whigh  it  would  be  prudent  to  adopt  re- 
specting that  pari  of^  the  united  empire  differed  from  the 
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opinions  entertained  by  the  hon.  ^ntleman  (Mr.  Hutchin* 
son),  and  the  difference  was  ccrtainiv  great  and  obvious,  no 
fair  inference)  he  w^  confident,  was  deduciblc  from  (hat  cir« 
curostance,  that  he  had  «bceh  at  any  time  disposed  to  disre- 
gard or  undervalue  ajiy  topic  connected  with  Irish  affairs. 
When,  however,  the  hon.  gentleman  went  further,  and 
averred  that  the  Regent  could  not  safely  place  confidence  in 
the  persons  who  now  conducted  the  administmtion  of  the 
country,  and  that  those  penons  neither  possessed  nor  raeriterl 
the  confidence  of  the  country,  then  indeed  he  woukl  venture 
to  ask,  wheie  could  the  Regent  hope  to  find  men  who  pos- . 
scssed  it  in  a  greater  degree?  {TTear^hear\)  He  believetlno 
man  or  set  of  mm  enjoyed  a  greater  portion  of  the  esteem 
and  confidence  of  the  people,  although  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman (Mr.  Whitbread)  appeared  by  his  laugh  to  think 
otherwise*  He  challenged  that  lion,  gentleman,  by  any  test 
or  in  any  place,  to  controvert  and  disprove  his  assertions. 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  then  concluded  by  apologizing 
for  having  so  long  trespassed  on  the  time  and  attention  of 
the  House,  which  he  said  he  had  been  induced  to  do  by 
the  introduction  of  the  irrelevant  matter  which  had  been 
brought  forward  on  the  other  side,  and  ^vhich  if  was  im- 
possible for  him  not  to  advert  to. 

Sir  John  Newport  expressed  his  belief  that  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  had  mbreprcscntcd  his,hon.  friend  (Mr.  Hutciiin* 
son).  When  bis  honourable  friend  had  stated  that  the 
affairs  of  Ireland  were  treated  by  Ministers  with  systematic 
neglect,  it  was  a  statement  which  he  was  fully  warranted  in 
making.  A  noble  Lord,  who  in  his  opinion  nad  always  had 
too  much  influence  in  the  councils  of  Ireland,  had  not  hesi- 
tated once  to  say,  that  the  less  which  was  said  about  that 
couDtry  the  better.  To  him  it  appeared  that,  as  a  compo- 
nent part  of  the  empire,  it  was  entitled  to  respectful  atten- 
tion, an  attention  proportioned  to  the  extent  of  its  territory 
and  resources.  It  had  been  stated  to  them  by  the  right 
honoarable  gentleman,  that  the  revenue  of  Ireland  bad  bexni 
atfected ;  vrere  those  terms,  he  would  ask,  descriptive  of  the 
facti  (^Hearl  hearl)  Did  the  language  fairly  represent  that 
a  defalcation  of  between  two  and  three  millions  had  taken 
place  in  the  revenue,  and  that  it  was  at  tlie  present  period 
unequal  to  the  ordinary  exigencies  ?  When  he  looked  also 
to  the  other  Matures  in  the  situation  of  Ireland ;— when  he 
taw  faer  tranquillity  menaced,  and  the  military  force  greatly 
icduced ;— when  he  knew  too  that  many  persons  who  had  a 
Vol.  II.— 1811.  H 
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^p  etake  in  tbe  safety  of  that  part  qf  tiie  kingdom,  some 
pf  nhom  i^ere  in  the  constant  habit  of  defending  and  sup* 
porting  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  entertained  the 
IQOst  serious  apprehenuons  on  tb^  subject,  he  could  not 
e^ily  conceive  .a  topic  more  deserving  of  the  rieht  honour- 
able gendeman^s  gravity  and  attention.-KHere  Mr.  Perceval 
appeared  to  be  engaged  in  conversation.)  Be  ^as  aware 
that  .he  had  no  peculiar  daim  on  his  attention,  and  he  had 
just  aiibrdod  an  additional  proof  of  the  carelessness  of  which 
he  (Sir  J.  Newport)  bad, accused  him,  as  uniformly  distin* 

Juishing  him  whenever  the  ^condition  of  Ireland  was  under 
iscussion  in  that  House.  He  did  therefdise  again  assert  that 
the  regard  paid  to  Ireland  b^  our  Government  was  not  pro- 
portioned to  the  weight  and  importance  of  so  large  a  ^ompo« 
Dent  part  of  the  Empire ;  and  he  sincerely  believed  that  much 
of  the  mischief  that  had  happened  in  Ireland,  much  of  that 
embarrassment  and  calamity  in  which  she  was  involved, 
was  owing  to  the  loose  and  negligent  manner  in  which  its 
business  was  conducted  in  that  House,  and  regularly  deferred 
till  the  close  of  the  session  was  approaching.  Anicious  as  he 
vas  to  ayuid  touching  on  any  topic  calculated  to  arouse 
fqeiings  of  irritation,  he  mu^t  be  permitted  to  put  in  his 
claim  to  be  heard  in  Parliament  as  an  Irish  representative, 
warmly  interested  in  the  welfa|:e  of  his  native  countrv.  He 
had  no  personal  or  distinct  interest,  and  he  would  therefore 
mfkintain  this  claim.  At  such  a  period  as  the  present, 
tlireatencd  as  we  were  by  an  enemy  far  more  formidable  thaa 
had  ever  hitherto  wa^ed  hostility  against  us,  it  was  the 
boundcn  and  peculiar  duty  of  that  House  to  attend  to  every 
fconipbiiit .  preferred  from  that  iqiiarter,  to  investigate  every 
alleged  greviance,  and  if  they  should  prove  delusive,  to  dis* 
pel  the  delusion  by  a  fair  and  iippartial  inquiry.  Then, 
instead  of  a  drain  and  an  incumbrance  on  Great  Britain,  as 
Ireland  was  rendered  by  the  present  system,  we  might  pro* 
coed  to  husband  her  resources  and  to  consolidate  her  strength* 
till  (he  fortunate  period  should  arrive  when  a  firm  ana 
honourable  peace  might  aJileviatc  her  burthens,  and  no  longer 
retard  the  natural  progress  of  her  prosperity. 

Mr-  JIuicbmson  said  he  rose  to  express  his  hope,  that 
Yords  would  not^n  futurp  be  put  into  his  mouth  which  had 
never  fallen  hov^  him,  nor  opinions  imputed  to  him  whicli 
be  had  never  expressed,  lie  had  jpot  said,  as  (h^eri^hl 
hionourable  genticnw)  (Mr.  Perceval)  attributed  to  bim, 
tj}^t  the  Prince  Regent  should  lf)o]^  e}9iew|iexe  for  .bis  Minis- 
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ters,  or  should  confide  thegaidanceof  his  councils  toothci^ 
inen.  What  he  had'stated,  howcveri  as  in  his  judgment  the 
most  proper  course  for  the  House  to  pursue,  was,  that  thej 
sbouki  represent  to  the  Prince  Regent  their  firm  determina- 
tion to  support  the  just  authority  of  the  El^ecutive,  and  at 
the  same  time  to  express  their  conviction  of  the  incapacity  of 
bis  present  Ministers.  In  repi^  to  what  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  bad  observea  in  defence  of  the  respect  and  ' 
attention  which  he  was  in  the  habit  of  shewing  to  discus- 
sions on  Irisli  affairs^  he  lamented  that  he  should  be  under 
the  necessity  of  repeating  the  accusation,  and  of  distinctly 
charging  the  right  honourable  gentleman  with  the  most 
blamable  and  offensive  levity. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  Sir  John  Newport^ 
severally  explained. 

Mr.  Ponsonby  said,  he  rose  only  \o  notioe  one  point  ia 
the  speech  of  the  ri^ht  bonoorable  gentleman,  ana  it  was 
that  in  which  he  had  inferred  from  his  (Mir.  P^s)  observations 
00  the  former  night,  that  his  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Whit- 
bnnd)  had  contradicted  himself,  in  first  professing  to  coicur 
with  him,  and  in  following  that  declaration  witn  his  subse- 
quent remarks.  Now  he  wished  to  be  distinctly  understood 
as  having  certainly  disclaimed  any  wish  or  intentioit  of 
making  a  systematic  opposition  to  the  Regent^s  Govcra- 
raent,  because  though  he  should  be  sorry  at  any  time  to 
harass  or  impede  the  administration  of  the  country^  he 
should  be  particularly  so  when  he  reflected  on  the  novelly 
a»  well  as  the  difficulties  of  the  Re^nt's  situation.  But 
these  considerations  were  not  to  preclude  him  from  the  dis- 
charge of  his  duty,  if  he  should  find  occasion  for  it,  in  op- 
posing and  condemning  the  measures  of  his  Ministers  {H^ear^ 
near  I)*  High  as  was  his  veneration  for  hb  Royal  High* 
sess,  both  for  his  private  virtues  and  his  constitutional  sen- 
timents^ so  congenial  to  those  principles  which  had  seated 
the  Hoiise  of  Hanover  on  the  throne  of  these  kingdoms^  this 
yrnenition  would  but  operate  injuriously  if  it  prevented,  him 
from  steadily  resisting  the  unwise  and  dangerous  poliey  of 
thostf  who  conducted  the  administration. 

FQRjSIGKEB  IN    CONTINBlClBlnr. 

Mr*  Whitbread  said  he  should  take  the  opportunity)'  be- 
fore the  report  was  read,  of  alluding  to  what  had  fhlleri  from 
an  honourable  gentleman  (the  Under  Secretarv  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department)  on  the  subject  of  the  foreigner  con* 
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fined  in  Cold-Batli-Ficlds.  He  cuqid  not  help  feeling  much 
surprised  that  an  inquiry  nvhich  might  hare  been  made 
in  five  minutes,  had  not  been  made  in  the  twenty-four  houri 
that  had  elapsed  since  the  honourable  Baronet  behind  him 
had  first  mentioned  the  subject  to  the  House.' 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  thought  the  honourable 
gentleman  behind  him  had  acted  prudently  in  not  making  a 
partial  or  defective  statement,  but  in  reserving  himself  till 
all  the  circumstances  of  the  case  wete  ascertains. 

Mr.  JVhitbread  said,  that  it  was  the  necessity  of  this 
long  and  roinule  inquiry  of  which  he  complained.  Was 
there  no  record  kept  of  such  a  transaction  in  tne  Office  of  the  . 
ilome  Department  ?  Or  was  the  right  honourable  ^ntle- 
man  to  be  permitted  to  shelter  the  Under  Secretary  ot  State 
^hen  unable  to  furnish  satisfactory  formation  ? 

Mr.    Yorke  observed,  that  the  honourable  Baronet  (Sir 
F.  Burdett)  had  confessed  his  own  representation  to  be  in- 
accurate.    He  had,  however,  inasnincli  as  the  matter  lay  in 
come  degree  in  his  department,  written  to  the  officer  who 
Jiad  brought  home  the  foreigner,  but  who  was  at  Yi^rmouth. 
and  from  whom  .he  had  not  of  course  yet  heard.     He  had 
learned,  however,  that  the  person  in  question  bad  been 
apprehended  as  a  spy,  and  conducted  hither  from  Heligo- 
*  -land  by  a  warrant  trom  Lord  Liverpool,  who  was  not  now 
'  in  the  Home  department.     He  did  not,  however,  consider 
\this  to  be  a  proper  time  for  enlarging  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  Whiibread  declared,  tliat  he  was  pleased  to  receive 
gt  least  some'information  from  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man ;  but  could  not  see>  that  because  the  head  of  an  office 
was  changed,  the  business  of  the  office  was  to  stop.  He 
'  thought  it  highly  creditable  to  the  humanity  of  the  hon. 
Baronet  to  have  Drought  this  subject  forward  ;  it  was  one 
in  which  he  had  no  doubt  the  laws  of  the  country  had  beea 
wantonly  violated,  and  the  freedom  of  a  human  bein*;  cause- 
lessly impaired. 

Mr.  madocks  said,  it  appeared  from  wbnl  hud  passed 
'  this  evening,  that  there  was  a  great  deal  of  triilli  in  what 
had  fallen  from  the  honoumble  t^ronet  (Sir  F.  Burdett.)  He 
hoped,  however,  that  the  subject  would  not  be  allowed  to 
pass  without  investigation  ;  and  was.salisficxi,  as  the  House 
must  be,  that  the  honourable  Baronet  was  entitled  to  thanks 
for  the  pains  he  had  taken  on  the  occasion,  which  wai, 
ttnquQstionably;  of  dangerous  precedent. 
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Tlie  report  of  the  Address  was  theo  (ironght  up  aiid  a^^reed 
to,  and  tiie  Address  ordered  to  be  presented  to  tike  Prince 
'R^ent  by  those  who  were  of  the  Privy  Council. — Adjourned* 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

THUUSDAT,    FEB.    14. 
PRINCB   RBGENT's  ANSWEA*  -  ,       x 

Lord  George  Thj/ime  appeared  at  the  bar,  and  informed 
the  House,  that  the  Address  was  presented  to  the  Prince 
tlegent,  by  the  pecsens  who  were  appointed;  .and  that 
bis  Royal  Highness  had  graciously  returned  the  following 
answer  ;— 

^'  GENTLEMEN  0¥  TUB   HOUSE  OP  COMMONS, 

'^  I  thank  you  for  your  dutiful  and  loyal  Address,  and 
feel  highly  gratified  by  the  expressions  of  regret  and  coo- 
dolenoe  you  hayc  used  on  the  state  of  his  Majesty's  health. 
I  experience  additional  satisinction  from,  the  assurances  of 
support  you  have  given  me,  in  the  arduous  undertaking  in  ^ 
wnich  I  have  engaged,  and  which  can  alone  enable  me 
effectually  to  conduct  the  (rovernment  in  the  present  difficult 
situation  of  public  affiiirs." 

HIGHWAYS. 

Sir  ^ohn  Sinclair  gave  notice  that  on  Monday  he  wouhl 
call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the' improvement  of  the 
Highways,  &c«  &c. 

An  account  was  ordered  to  be  laid  before  the  House  of 
the  surplus  of  the  Consolidated  Fund,  independent  of  the 
four  millions  appropriated  to  the  services  or  the  last  year^ 
tec.  Sec, 

COMMEBCIAL  FINANCE. 

Mr.  Homer  moiled  for  accounts  of  the  bank-notes  in 
^circulation,  distinguishing  the  bank  po^t  bills,  and  the  > 
notes  under  S/. ;  the  aoiiouut  of  the  dollars  issued;  the. 
amount  of  the  bullion  imported;  of  the  bullion  and  coin 
exported ;  of  the  bullion  imported  by  the  Bank ;  and 
the  bullion  purchased  by  the  Bank  from  private  dealers ; 
of  the  amount  of  stamps  for  promissory  notes ;    of  the 

Suantity  of  bullion  and  coin  sent  out  of  the  kingdom  during 
le  last  y^ar^  &c.  &c.— Ordered* 

Sir  Jr.  Sinclair  asked,  when  it  was  proposed  to  bring 
forward  the  subject  of  the  report  of  the  Bullion  Committees  1 


Mn^  H^mtf*  miMl\  timt  be  would,  at  an  escrfy  period, 
iti^n*  Ae*daj^  dU'wbich  be  meant  to  bring'  it  before  the 

The  Lord  Advocate  of  SeoUand  gave  notice,  that  to- 
morrow he  would  moverorlraiw  to  bisg  in  a  Bill  to  con- 
tinne  the  Bankrupt  Act  in  Scotland. 

SUPPLY. 

Mr*  Perceval  moved'the  consideration  of  that  part  of  the 
KeeMt^  Speech  which  reteted'to  the  supply-  to'te  granted 
tbiBis  Mi^esty.  It' wtt  resoWed,  that  the  House  should 
tli^Aormw  cMsider>  of  thi»  motion.-^  Adjourned. 


H©U»E  OP  LOROS^. 

MlttA'r,    PBHnUAHY    Iff. 

Some  pimert.wisre  presented  at  the  bar  ftom  the  Conl* 
^esiattoners  lor  reducir^.  the  Natioeai  Debt;  papen  ako 
mom  j/ffiBOWA  from  the  Bunk  of  £ngland% 

ADSBESS   TO  THE*  KEOEST, 

The  Earl  of  Courtoun  ptesented  the  answer  of  his  rojml 
highness  the  Prince  Regent  to  the  Address  of  their  Lord- 
ships, which  was  received  and  read  ;  and,  on  the  motion  of 
i^Loid  Ghanoellor^  ordered  to  be  printed. 

INFORMATIONS   EX-OFriCIO.  .    . 

Lord^*  Hattand  rose^  and  stated^  his  intent  ioki  to*  make  a 
motion  at  aa  early,  perkxl  of  the  prssent  session^  for  an 
HQCOunt  of  the  nuiober  of  Informations  filed  ex  offido  by 
the  Attorney-General.  The  Bill  brouglit  in  recently  by 
the  Attomey*Geneml,  and  passed  into  an  Act,  which  his 
Lordship^  had  unsuccessfully  opposed,  liud  given  to  such 
Ihi&rmfttibns^  eonsMuenoes  Miiien  did  not  before  belong  U\ 
themby  theww^  His  Lordshiptook  thisearly  opportuuity 
oFgiting^is  notioe.— Adjeuni«l% 


HOUSE  OY  COMMONS. 

VRIOAY,   FEBRUARY    15. 


BT^LLIOlTi 


3lr.  JSoffe  cxprassed'  his  satisfaction  to  learii;  Ifom  what 
had  fallen  from  an  honoumble  and  learned'gentleman  (Ittf. 
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Horner)  jresferday,  that  it  was  his  rittteniioti  to  .hriw  the 
xepori  o(  the  Bullion  CommiHee  under  tlie  considQiatiQQ  of 
the  House.  The  public  was  muoh  interested  in  the  Quet- 
tion,  and  he  was  sure  it  would  not  fail  to  pro:ve,8atis&otoiy 
to  Uie  nation  that  .it  should  undergo  a  cfiscussion  in  that 
House.  He  should,  with  a  view  to  Ihat  discussion,  moKe 
for  certain  r^urns  in  addiliou  to  tliose  ordered  yesteiday^ 
to  the  production  of  which  be  did  not  suppose  an/  opposi* 
lion  would  lie  made.  He  should  iherefore  move  iqr  ih0 
foUowimr  accounts  : — ^An  account  of  all, gol4  iny)orted  into 
this  country  frooi  the  year  1773  to  1778,  both  inelusiviv 
distinguishinij^  the  ingots^  bars,  ^ineas,  and  Foreign  coins. 
^ — ^An  account  of  the  amount  oT  bank  notes  in  circulation  ii^ 
each  month  of  the  years  176J.2.a,  I7fil-2-3,  and  1801-5-3^ 
distinguishii^  each  description  of  notes. — An  account  of  the, 
notes  in  circulation  in  each  month  of  the  jpear  1809.— -An 
account  of  .the  highest  amouut  of  bank  noles  looked  jnjp  id 
the  Exchequer  in  .each  month  of  the  year  1809.-^Aa  ae^ 
count  of  the  amount  of  Bank  of  Ijreland  notes  in  circulation  In 
(each  year,  from  J800  to  1810  inclusive.-— An^/ccoont  of  th^ 
qoaotity  of  Com  and  Grain  imported  into  Oneat  Britain^ 
except  from  Ireland,  from  the  year  1800  to  1810^  hoih 
inclusivic^  distinguishing  each  year. — An  acooHni  of 
the  official  value  of  all  Exports  from  and  Imports  into 
Great  Britain,  from  the  year  1790  to  J  809,  djsti^guislii^g 
each  yeiur.— An  account  of  the  highest  and  lowest  |iripes 
of  Silver  in  eadi  year,  during  the  same  ternnu  and  copies  of 
all  {letters  written  by  Secretaries  of  the  iSeasury  to  ,th^ 
Commissioners  of  the  Customs  in  the  years  178S  and  4* 
xelatiye  to  putting  the  laws  in  force  against  the  e^poriaitio« 
pf  Coio.-^AU  which  accounts  were  ordered. 

COMMITXBC  OP  $mPLY. 

The  QumccSar  of  the  Exchequer  moved  the  order  of 
the  day  for  going  into  a  Committee  on  the  motion  tha(  k 
Supply  be  granteu  to  bis  Majestv. 

Mr.  Crecxey  rose  ip  take  that  opportunity  of  catling  (lift 
attention  of  tiie  House  to  what  lie  considered  an  intolera'bU 
grievance  in  the  roattner  in  which  grants  of  Dublic  morief 
and  money  bills  were  carried  tlirough  that  fiouse.  Tjicj^ 
all  kneiy  that  grants  of  public  money  and  redress  of  jgric- 
vances  foronerlv  went  oa  together*  Of  late^  however,  Ithey 
had  got  into  the  habit  of  voting  grants  of  money  and  pro« 
imlwg  uith  iu(viey-biU$  ^\  WApursj  a»d  wlicn  (|ip  Rousi 
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vas  exhausted  with  debated,  and  no  discussion  could  take 
place.  This  he  allowed  was  Aiseparable  from  the  practice 
of  discussing  great  public  questions^  which  occupied  so 
much  of  the  time  of  the  House  during  every  session.  But 
to  whom  was  it  attributable  but  to  the  Minister,  who 
usually  condensed  public  business  within  so  short  a  period^ 
that  it  was  impossible  to  bestow  the  necessary  attention  upon 
^very  important  question  ?  Since  the  Union  with  Ireland, 
ivbich  added  so  much  to  the  business  of  that  Housci  they 
had  much  shorter  sessions  of  Parliament  than  previously. 
The  Minister,  by  clothing  his  grants  of  public  money  in 
ambiguous  terms,  could  contrive  to  ^et  them  voted  without 
objection,  and  could  reserve  his  desperate  cases  to  the 
dose  of  the  session,  when  it  would  be  too  late  to  make  any 
tfTcctual  opposition  to  them.  In  illustration  of  this  obscr* 
vation,  he  need  only  refer  to  what  had  happened  last' 
session*  The  bill  for  granting  a  million  and  a  half  to  the 
East-India  Cohipany,  and  for  the  interest  of  which  some 
taxes  must  be  laid  upon  the  people,  passed  throngh  no  one 
of  its  stages  previous  to  the  last,  before  one  o'clock  in  the 
moruing.  In  one  of  its  stages  there  were  no  less  than  seven 
notices  to  precede  it,  and  it  was  one  of  t^ifty  orders  of  the 
day^  The  House  must  see,  therefore,  that  under  such 
circumstances  it  was  impossible  it  could  have  been  maturely 
or  fully  discussed.  The  last  stage  took  place  at  an  hour 
earlier  than  that  at  which  public  busmcss  commenced 
usually.  He  had  intended  lo  oppose  it;  but  on  coming 
dowif  to  the  House  at  half  past  iour,  he  was  astonished  to 
find  that  the  Bill  bad  passed  at  th;\t  hour.  He  had  par* 
ficnlarly  noticed  the  members  who  attended  on  that  occa^ 
sion,  and  could  take  upon  him  to  assert,  that  they  were 
cither  Directoj^  of  the  India  Company  or  their  servants,  or 
Directors  of  the  Bank,  or  persons  in  office ;  and  that  there 
were  not  six  members  of  any  other  description  then  presenL 
•It  was  an  intolerable  grievance,  he  roust  contend,  that  they 
should  thus  choose  their  own  time,  and  consult  their  own 
convenicncei  in  bringing  forward  public  business,  without 
giving  to  members  of  that  House  an  opportunity  of  delivcr^- 
ing  tlieir  sentiments*  He  considered  it  also  a  great  grievance) 
that  the  miscellaneous  grants  were  not  more  distinctly  sub* 
niittcd  to  the  notice  of  the  House,  so  that  members  might 
come  prepared  for  the  discUteion  of  them.  Of  this  the  grant 
to  Lords  Gleiibervie  and  Auckland  last  session  was  a  proof. 
>o  mention  of  the  names  was  made  in  the  notice  of  thg 
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Wlc;  Widthfe  jjttttrt  Jterff  tras  Hot  brwigM  fllnftflrd  illlthd 
litit  OmimiiKdb^f  Stit»(^l3r,'^ntlifhehth^  Ap{)rot>tbU&n  Act 

'vtto  &r  kdVttntM  in  lh  ptbgfe^.  ^6  demahd  fdr  th<Me 
tW6  iidUie  lidfds  l¥tt  c^^vcfi  ymts  ^toldihg,  and  had  been 
t^refittted  -to  tlib  gett^himetit  df  ftie  day,  and  that  wbidi 
«ii66ee3ed  it,  attd  was  tefus^  by  both.  This  acticitifited  fdr 
iti  bating  been  Qstetted  to  thfe  etid  t)f  thb  stoioii.  The 
Act  rf  Apwopfitttloo,  too.  WasgteiiBWlly*ht!rriedi;hhaug1i 
^tftotit  sufficient  deKbar&tioh.  As  it  contained  afl  tlte 
Jffiwti  6f fhc  session,  it  shotfld  ccmiifly  "be  more  fiilTy  dife- 
tmeSt.  He  had  lai^t  session  conrf^lained,  that  the  cmnla. 
mtdis  df  the  ^reat  Telltts  of  llie  Exch(!qaefr,  Lords  Camden 
tM  ^tikitfgh^mAtite^  shotild  be  angmi^ntdd  by  fees,  out  of 
lh«  taxes;  btit Inis  then  told  het^astoo  late.  Hetrust^^ 
iKiweireir,  that  in  thfe  A^jiroptlatioh  Act  6f  the  prteent 
iewioft,  tfrotision  tfrtmld  be  rtiadc,  that  these  Tellers,  if  th^v 
'had  a  freehold  hi  their  offices,  should  hot  derive,  in  future, 
%ttf  incTea^  of  ^fkndlttfnent  troni  fees  ili^on  public  ^^nt^. 
ffe  beimtght  the  Robse  to  consider  tbe  eictent  of  |>owcfr  po^- 
aemfi  |bf  BfittistCffi  in  c&nSeqaenoe  of  the  Appropriafidn 
h6t.  Thongh  that  Hdttse  had  voted  Mr.  Palmer's  diims 
to  be  just  iast  Mssioh,  (he  OhanCeHot  of  t%e  Etche^uei-,  by 
tefttng  the  crant  ont  of  Ifhe  Approptiation  Act  at  the  erid 
of  fbe  session,  lidtnally  defeated  the  intentions  Of  that 
fioti^  The  Manmet  in  which  the  j^nt  to  Lotds  Glen- 
tMitl^  ted  Auckland  had  been  ckmBcTy  sheWed  dso  bdW  the 
'IKflU^,  ff  di^dted  to  fttout  inditidtisAs,  cdtAd  acComj>tis1i 
itftH  oU|k:t,  li^  wdl  to  in  other  Cases  he  could  firnnfat^  the 
tienrft  tjf  PMrsLtaxftt  by  m^stM  dl  this  Apptofnlattdn  Act. 
It  UMekfeAj  i^her^ofe,  to  bim  desirable,  (hMt  the  fnfTtter 
^iNWdte  tdfefTed  to  ft  Street  Committee,  to  consider  of 
Arambl^  feowne  standing  otd^,  Wbeirdby  members  on  looking 
^tt  tSe  atd^t^sodk  mislbt  he  able  to  ascert^n  what  parli- 
Mhi'  gtttnU  tft  monev  bflls  were  to  be  brought  under  the 
'^oiMJeration  of  the  House.  It  wOtild  otberWi^  be  tHipo^ 
sibfe  to  gire  the  proper  attention  to  snch  subjects.  He  had 
f^  it  necessary  to  say  this  much  upon  this  occasion,  affd 
iadeed  the  tight  hon.  gentleman  Itinaself  O'he  Chancellor  6f 
tiMft  EzCbequ^)  had  admtttid  tbe  proptiety  of  some  regula- 
floti  cm  this  head,  and  even  intimated  kti  intention  to  pro^ 
"pimt  ^{nM  attangement  on  the  subject  in  the  piek^t  session. 

fite  <Mai^itor(fihe  Eisdhequer  could  not  Collect  ffp«i 
Ite4t>^lsdh  df  the  bononrdtblc  ^ntlcman,  whether  h'6  niefant 
by  it  to  give  notice  of  some  motion  during  tbe  present 
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session,  or  "whether,  having  unfortunately  neglected  last 
session  till  it  was  too  late  to  oppose  the  Appropriation  Act, 
be  was  determined  to  take  care  that  he  should  not  fall  into. a 
similar  omission  in  the  present  session.  If  he  were  to  consider 
the  speech  of  the  honourable  ^ntleman  only  as  a  notice,  he 
should  not,  perhaps,  have  felt  it  necessary  to  comment  upon 
it ;  but  when  he  reflected  upon  the  angry  tone  with  which 
he  had,  imputed  it  as  matter  of  blame, to  the  present  Govern- 
ment particularly,  that  Ministers  had  the  option  of  bringing 
fotward  public  business  at  the  time  most  convenient  for  them, 
he  coula  not  forbear  making  a  few  observations  upon  it. 
The  circumstances  to  which  tlie  honourable  gentleman  had 
referred,  proved  that  the  case  was  in  direct  contradiction  to 
bis  statement.     Every  honoumble  gentleman  must  know, 
'that  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  Ministers  to  put  oif  the 
discussion  of  public  busmcss  to  a  late  hour,  when  there 
could  be  no  opportunity  of  mature  deliberation,  but  in  the 
ppwer  of  those  gentlemen,  who,  having  ffiven  notices  of 
motions,  had  by  the  usage  of  Parliament  the  precedence  of 
the  orders  of  the  day.    That  vrvis  the  true  representation  of 
the  case;  and  it  was  owing  to  that  cause,  that  the  different 
stages  of  the  Bill  to  which  the  hon.  member  had  alluded 
were  proceeded  in  at  the  late  hour  he  stated.    lie  concurred 
with  the  honourable  gentleman  as  to  the  inconvenience  result- 
ing from  this  cause,  and  had  it  in  contemplation  to  propose 
,  to  the  House  an  arrangement,  which  would  give  on  certain 
days  of  the  week  a  precedence  to  orders  of  the  day,  and 
leave  on  the  other  days  of  the  week  preccdouce  as  usual  to 
notices.    He  bad  intimated  as  much  last  session,  and  as  be 
did  not  think  there  would  be  much  iiiilicuUy  in  forming 
some  such  arrangement,  he  should  take  an  early  opportunity 
of  proposing  it.    Having  stated  thu^  much  on  that  point,  be 
should  shortlv  advert  to  some  of  the  topics  mentionol  by 
the  honourable  gentleman.  The  honourable  gentleman  com- 
plained that  the  miscellaneous  grants  wcic  not  more  distinctly 
specified,  so  as  to  enable  the  members  ofthat  House,  to  come 
prepared  to  the  discussion  of  tbem :    and  the  honourable 
gentleman  pafticularly  selected  the  grant  to  lords  Glenbervie 
and  Auckland,  which,  from  tlic  manner  in  which  he  spoke 
of  it,  the  honoumble  gentleman  seemed  to  intimate  as  an  in- 
stance of  concealed  favouritism  towards  the  objects  of  the 
grant.    But  he  must  remind  that  honourable  gentleman^ 
that  wh^n  au  objection  was  started  to  that  particular  grant. 


FBB.  15.J  *    CbMlllTTCE  OF   StrFPLY.  69 

on  the  ground  that  farther  time  vr^s  necessary,  the  dis- 
cnssion  of  it  was  imipediatelj  deferred.    Numberless  cases 
of  a  rimilar   description  might  be  quoted ;     and  every 
honourable  gentleman  at  all  acquainted  with  the  mode  of 
proceeding  in  that  House,  must  be  aware,  that  according  to 
the  constant  practice,  whenever  any  objection  happened  to  ■ 
be  made  to  any  particular  grant  in  the  miscellaneous  services,  * 
that  grant  was  uniformly  deferred,  unless  in  cases  where  the 
fienrice  happened  to  be  urgent,  and  any  delay  would  be  ^ 
injurious.     It  often  was  the  case,  that  some  part  ohly  of  the 
grant  was  voted  in  order  to  allow  time  for  ascertaining  the 
rtopriety  of  voting  the  whole:    so  that  cpmphint  of  th6* 
honourable  gentleman  against  the  Government,  or  rather 
against  that  House,  was  unfounded  in  feet.    .Th<5  grants,  * 
when  voted  in  Committee,  were  necessarily  rcportecl  after- 
wards, when  they  might  again  be  discussed :  so  that,  so  far  . 
from  not  being  distinctly  noti6ed,  ample  opportunity  of  dis-  ^ 
cussing  them  was  afforded.     Besides,  they  might  be  again 
discu^d  in  the  Committee  on  the  Appropriation  Act,  and 
afterwards  upon  the  report  of  that  Bill.     It  was  not  fair, 
then,  to  the  House,  for  the  hon.  gentleman  to  state,  t  hat  there 
was  not  sufficient  time  or  notice  for  the  discussion  of  the 
grants,  when  they  might  all  be  ftilly  canvassed  in  four  or  five 
aiflkrent  stages.     As  to  the  imputation  of  favouritism,  secret" 
favouritism,  he  had  only  to*  observe,  that  one  pf  the  noble' 
Lords  was  not  a  member  of  Parliament,  at  the  time  of  the 
grant,  and  could,  therefore,  not  be*expected  to  requite  the^ 
favour  intbe  manner  insinuated  by  the  honourable  gentleman ;' 
and  if  his  object  had  been  to  practise  favouritism  towards  the 
other  noble  individual  (Lord  Auckland),  there  was  nothing^ 
in  the  subsequent  conduct  of  that  individual,  to  shew  that  he 
had  gained  any  thing  by  the  transaction.     He  knew  not  by* 
what*governhients  the  grant  had  been  refused,  bu<  he  knew 
that  the  government  whigh  preceded  the  present  had  resolved' 
to  accede  to  the  grant  ( ISfo^no^no^ from  the  Opposition):' 
so  at  least  it  had  been!  represented  to  him.     He  had  slated* 
the  same  thing  last  session,  without  being  contradicted. 
The  lateness  of  bringing  forward  the  grant  arose  from  the 
circumstance  of  the  commission  ha  ving  only  then  terminated. 
If  he  bad  nol  thought  the  grant  right,  he  should  not  havo 
proposed  it  to  the"  House,  even  though  the  late  Administra- 
tion might  have  determined  on  conceding  it.    He  knew  of 
no  political  connection  between  himself  o^  his  friends,  and 
.  either  Lord  Auckland  or  Lord  Glenbcrvie,  that  could  make 
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th^aiL  obJQcts  of  &vourl(ji«iiii*  Aa  tOitlia  ca$e  of  Mc«  PalnnrU 
deiaand,  he  had  only  done  iwbat  the  honoumble  gentleima 
'  Iiimielf,  or  any  otLej:  honourable  member,  bad  the.  powei^ 
of  doing.  He  thotijifht  the  demand  ought  to  hjBkVC  been 
giantedt  wd  therefore  had  moved  that  it  should  be  left  out. 
of  the  Aporopriatioa  Act  The  right  hoqourable  gentleman, 
concluded  by  Riviog  noticei  that  he  ahoald  early  iot  ne^t 
weok  propose  tJie  arrangement  of  which  he  had  spoken;,  audt 
Yfhich  iKould».her  was  persuaded)  bp  a. benefit  to  all  das^ea  of 
members  in  tW  House. 

Lord  Folkestone  ppnteuded.Uiat  it  was  perfectly  competent 
to. any  member,  on  tho  que^ion  then  before  the  Ilouie^ta 
8tate«  us  his  honourable  friend  had  done,  any  grievmnccs  f 
vhich  be  had  to  complain.  The  risht  hoilourable  f^eaile^ 
man  had  said,  that  be  could  not  undeistand  whether  m  the 
speech  of  bis  honourable  friend^  he  m^ant  to  give  notice  of  a 
motion,  or  tp.  intimate  whaA  hi«  conduct  would  be  in  the 
present  session,  respecting  the  miseellaneous  grants  and  tb^ 
Appropriation  Act,  Upon  this  point,  however,  his  honour*^ 
able  friend  bad  been  most  pasticularly  guarded*  As  to  tb« 
charge  of  having  depressed  himsdr  in  an  angry*  tone,  be  left. 
it  to  those  who  bud  hoard  both  to  decide^  which  of  the  two^ 
the  right  honourable  gentlemajt  or  bis  nonoumble  friend^ 
^as  morejiable  to  it.  With  respect  to  public  business,  s« 
much  of  it  was  crowded  together  towards  thq  cud  of  the 
session,  that  it  was  impossible  for  any  one  to  know  >ybat  timo 
any  particular  siLeasure  would. be  discussed.  He,.in  comouHi 
"with  several  other  members,  had  fi:lt  the  inconvenicBoe  which 
necessarily  resulted  from  this  cau^*  The  Bill  tq  which  hia> 
bonourabie  friend  had  alluded,  had  been  passed  an  hour  and. 
a  half  before  the  usual  time  of  proceeding  with  public 
business^  The  statement  of  his  honqurable  fdend  was,  bo 
contended^  bome  out  by  that  of  the  right  honourable  gentle* 
man.  He  believed  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  was 
taken  by  surprise*  as  much  as  he  had  taken  the  House  by 
surprise,  with  respect  to  the  grant  to  Lords  Glenbervte  and 
Auckland.  If  the  right  honourable,  gentleman  had  taken 
the  trouble  to  make  inquiry  uuon  the  subject,  he  would  have 
found,  that  the  preceding  Aa ministration  had  takeii  this 
grant  into  consiuer^itioo,  and  then  rejeptcd  it*  As  to  what 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  said  with  respect  to  his 
conduct  in  leaving  the  grant  of  Mr.  Palmer's  demand  out  of 
|hc  Appropriation  Act,  that  he  had  done  then  only  \\\x^ 


any  Iwnomable  member  iDigbt  haye  done,  he  dtauU  jiut 
98k,  whether  any  gentlemaa  who  should  think  it  fit  to  ^xei^ 
cise  hv  ri^ht  in  such  n  way  could  be  siuoe  th^t  he  wwkl 
succeeci  ?  Every  persoq  who  altei]Kled  to  the  maoiuir  in  whicli 
the  busines3  wa9  cbndqotedl  ia  that  HonsQt  nmst  well  isaoir 
that  U  w«s  act ually  inipossible  to  gWe  Qie  proper  poctioa  of 
attention  to  all  the  important  meosuroii  brought  uadct  ilk 
con$idecatioa»  The  statement  9^  his  bosouxaUc  firiend, 
iherefbre,  was  highly  valuable;,  not  as  against  the.  presmt 
Minister  partvcuTiu:ty,  but  iu  reference  t<>  the  conduct  of  aH 
descriptions  of  ministers.  The  right  honoojable  gentleman 
had'  uncfoubtedly  intimated  hiii  intention  to  propose  aomo 
arrangement^  with  a  view  to  fiemedy  the  evil ;  and  wlien  bis 

Sroposttion  should  be  brought  forwoid^  he  trusted .  it  would 
eet  evenr  attention  from  that  House« 
Mr.  Jrhitbread  concurred  in  the  statement  of  bi&  honouc* 
aide  friend  behind  him  (Mr.,  Creevj),  which  was  weU  woctli 
the  attention  of  the  House.  He  rost^y  however,  not  foK  tbo 
pnrposie  of  adding  to  that  statement^bat  in  ordjcr  toi  put  tbft 
House  upon  its  guard  against  any  unueqessary  innovatiou  aa 
to  its  established  forms  and  rules  of  debate.  They  sbould 
take  good  care,  that  in  endeavouring  t«  remedy  oaa  cvil^ 
Ihey  might  not  fall  into  one  more  serious.  He  was  seady,  in 
f  ustice  to  the  right  honourable  gentleman^  to  admiti  that  Im 
BBii  last  session  intimated  his  intention  to  propose  soma 
arrangement  of  the  description  he  had  stated  that  nigbt,  lot 
giving  to  the  orders  of  the  day,  on  certain  days  of  the.  week, 
preceaence  of  notices.    The  House  should  well  weigh  tha 

Cobabie  or  possible  consequences  of  such  an  arrangjemanln 
fore  they  should  give  in  their  sanction.  He  was  not  in* 
dined  to  charge  the « members  of  parlinmeflt  of  the  present 
day  with  being  more  corrupt,  more  negligent  of  their  djuty,t 
more  indolent  and  hinguid,  than  the  rocnlbers  of  formec 
Parliaments.  They  should  cautiously  adopt  any  arran^ 
inent  orihnovatioi^  which  might  have  the  effect  of^issolvuig 
the  HoQse.  The  precedence  which  notices,  hitherto  had 
been  suilered  to  possess,  gave  an  interest  to  the  business  of 
the  House,  which  wassmre  to  procure  an  adequate  attendance. 
jf  that  interest  were  to  be  taken  away,  they  could  not  be 
perfectly  sure  that  the  routine  business  of  Parliament,  how* 
ever  important,  would  Insure  a  proper  attendance.  Thn 
precedence  of  notices  arpse  out  of  the  right  of  members  to 
fuj^e  any  n^otion  upon  the  sadden;    w^icb  right,  wheif 
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members  consented  to  .wave,  they  were  compensated  for  by  - 
the  precedence  of  notiQcs.     According  to  the  practice  of 
Parliamait  of  late,  a  great  part  of  tfie  most  important  busi- 
ness was  huddled  together  towards  the  close  of  the  session. 
If  there  had  been  up  union  with  Ireland,  the  public  and 
private  business  to  be  attended  to  bj  Parliament  .had  beea 
doubled.     The  duties  oC  Parliament  oiight  to  be  ^ore 
laborious  than  at  present,  If  they  were  to  be  well  performed*,' 
And  here.it  was  that  the  blame  was  altc^ther  imputablie;  to 
.Ministers,  who  put  offParliameat  whilst  th^y  had  a  shilling 
iQ  the  exchequer ;   and  who  never  thought  of  assembliiig  it^; 
until  thev  conld  no  longer  go  without  money.     Ie^  the  Ian*, 
guage  or  the  times,  .they  put  off  the  evil  day  as  long  fis  they. 
could.    He  could  well  remember  when,  before  the  Unioa 
wiih  Ireland,  if  Parliament  \vas  not  assembled  before  Christ- 
mas, gentlemen  were  apt  to  coipplajn.     Qf  late  years,  it  bad. 
been  the  practice  net  to  assemble  rarliament  till  after  tha 
Queen's  birth-day.     Thefe  had  been,  indeied,  a  few  excep» 
tions.'  If  it  had  not  been' for  the  indisposition  of  the  Kiog^- 
no  man,  he  was  convinced,  could,  suppose  that  Parliament, 
would  have  been  convened  at  the  period  it  met  before  the 
end  of  last  year.    If  the  business  of  Parliament  had  so  con- 
siderably increased,  the  duration  of  the  sessions  ought  to  be 
propbrtionably  lengthened.     He  had  himself  experienced^ 
what  had  also  been  felt  by  other  honourable  members,  au  in«» 
disposition  on  th6  part  of  the  House— disgusted,  no  do.ubty 
and  exhausted  by  previous  debates — to  afford  an  attentive 
hearing  on  the' most  important  business  so  huddled  together: 
at  the  end  of  tlie  session.     If  the  House  met  now  later  tbaar 
formerly,  they  should  sit  longer.     There  was  no  necessity. 
Toi- Ibc*  Ministers  to  advise  his  Majesty  to  prorogue  Parlia* 
mcnt   by  any  particular  day.     He  sJiouUf  also  add,  that 
insufficient  attention  was  paid  to  Irish  subjects,  insomuch 
that  it  wns  almost  impossible  for  any  honourable  member  to 
obtain  a  hearing  when  offering  to  speaW  upon  them.     He 
bad  only  one  more  observation  to  make,  and,  that  was,  that 
he  should  most  strongly  protest  against  any  innovation  that 
would  give  precedence  to  orders  of  the  day  before  notices. 

Mr.  Wi/me  said,  that  this  charge  had  not  been  made 
•gainst  any  particular  administration ;  but  that  the  general 
complaint  was,  that  business  of*  the  first  consequence  was 
deferred  to  the  last  moment,  at  which  time  it  must  of  neces- 
sity pass,  even  though  it  should  be  without  discussion. 
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The  House  tben  resolved  itself  into  the  CommilUBD  of 
•Supply.  On  the  motion. of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
a  supply  iias  gmnieif  and  the  report  was  ordered  to  be 
lecdved  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Wwmt  gave  notice,  that  it  was  his  intention  to  ipove 
.on  an  early  day  for  copies  of  all  the  Warrants  under  the 
Sign  Haniml,  since  the  6th  of  October  last ;  and  that  on  the 
same  day  he  should  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  tlie 
better  diseovery  of  bribery  and  corruption  in  the  Election  of 
Members  of  Parliament* 

The  Chancellor  of  ike  Exchequer^  in  answer  to  a  question 
from  Mr.  Ponsonby,  said,  that  he  would  lay  the  Army 
Estimates  before  tl^  House  on  Monday,  and  move  to  have 
(liem  taken  into  considemtion  on  ain  early  day. 

Mr.  Homer  moved,  that  there  should  be  laid  before  the 
House  the  copy  of  the  communication  between  the  Lords  of 
.the  Treasury  and  the  Bank  of  England  in  1772,  together 
wHli  the  opinions  of  the  Attorney  and  Solicitor  General, 
respecting  the  laws  prohibiting  the  exportation  of  gold  and 
silver  bullion* — Adjourned. 
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MONDAY,  f  EBaUARY  18. 

An  Appeal  from  the  Court  of  Session  in  Scotland  was 

?roceedeid  in,  relative  to  the  copy-right  of  Burns*  Poems'. 
'he  Appellants,  Messrs.  Cadell  and  Davies,  and  Mr.  Crvech 
of  Edinburgh,  having  applied  to  the  Court  of  Session  for  an 
Interdict,  to  prevent  Sir.  Robertson,  of  Edinburgh,  from 
publishing  those  Poems,  and  damages,  on  the  ground  that 
theyposs^sed  the  copy-right,  were  refused  on  the  ground 
that  the  work  was  not  entered  at  Stationers*  Hall.  Mr. 
Adam  was  heard  for  the  Appellants,  and  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor having  stated  the  law  upon  the  subject  to  be  clear,  the 
Decree  of  the  Court  of  Session  was  ordered  to  be  reversed 
and  an  Interdict  to  be  issued. 

CATHOLICS  OF   IRBLANO. 

7%e  Earl  of  Moira  said,  he  should  be  without  excuse  in 
the  eves  of  the  country,  if  he  did  not  call  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  the  subject  to  which  he  was  about  to  advert*. 
Their  Lordships  would  no  doubt  all  anticipate  that  h/e  was. 
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wimA  to  Elliide  (o  Mk  very  €XtnmAirmf  ifiWMte  "wliich 
Ind  teoently  b0en  aio|ileil  io  luriafnd,  w  te&iii^  dfcnrtar 
ietim  to  <1»  MagiAvstos  to  prevent  ^be  mectfifgM  ^  iht 
Catholics.  Eyery  one  ivho  baa  lived  in  any  Ut^itiy  to  thli 
netopolis,  muft  neoollect  tlie«tirpiiiie  vbiich  ^mwi  otcmUmed 
hy  the  ndden  depaiture  of  Mr.  Secretary  IMe  to  Inctniid, 
and  the  TtrMs  mofitei  which  were  anigned  Air  tfiae  fuMfli 
jotmiey .  The  motive  «f  HMt  KRimey  now  «|ipmi«d|  ia  Hie 
XDcawieto  which  he  hod  atttided-^^  meedOit^  tfaM  wfartoh  It 
was  difficult  to  conceive  any  one  moto  im^iHc  tMT  IBMie 
mitatng  to  the  ieelings  of  thiee^oinths  of  the  fpoputadon  of 
Indand.  He  was  oertain  that  the  previoiM  Muncikm  of  Htb 
Prince  Regent  had  not  been  obtained  to  this  woaBwe*  ■  wid 
he  nvould  eive  Muristen  their  choice  of  one  «mt  of  two 
Imniches  otan  altemirtive,  citlier  of  which  nmstlend  noBt 
8tron|^y  to  the  coodemoation  of  their  condiict--^itoet  «t 
tkietiaiet^iliedepartineof  Mr*  Secretary  Pole  for  Inelimd, 
they  were  certain  of  being  continued  in  cflioe  by  the  PHMe 
itegenty  or  they  wem  not.  If  tliey  were,  tliey  acted  nost 
unfitly  and  improperly  (to  use  no  atronger  termsi)  in  tabiiig 
the  aavantage  of  tne  period  before  the  I&gent  Mras  sworn  in, 
to  resort  to  such  a  measnre  without  having  the  decency  to 
consult  his  Royal  Highness  upon  a  measure  which  so  deeply 
implicated  his  government.  If  they  were  not  certain  of 
being  continued  in  office,  iind  expected  that  tbey  would  not 
be  alloived  to  remain  the  Ministers  of  the  Regpnty  then  he 
could  only  compare  their  conduct  to  that  of  itrcencfiaries, 
who  set  fare  to  the  house  they  ^ere  about  io  leave,  beca4iBe 
they  ii^'cre  not  fo  be  allowed  to  inhabit  it.  In  Uie  atecoce  of 
information  upon  the  subject,  it  was  difficult  to  understand 
what  had  Ted  to  the  adoption  of  a  measure  mIiicIi,  under  the 
pieQuIiar  circumstances  of  the  moment,  was  so  extremely 
impotitic.  The  clrci^lar  letter  to  the  Magistrates  referred  to 
the  Convention  Act;  but  from  any  thing  that  appeared  in  it» 
they  were  left  to  conclude  that  it  merely  related  to  a  contra* 
vention  of  the  letter  of  that  Act.  If  the  mcafiures  of  Govern- 
ment were  merely  to  consist  in  pointing  out  and  profiibidng 
what  was  contrary  to  the  letter  of  an  Act  of  Parliament,  Ca- 
binets might  as  well  be  composed  of  Old.Bailey  ^>olicitors.  It 
surely  was  acting  very  little  like  statesmen,  io  content  them- 
sehfes  with  poinnng  out  ond  prohibitfug  wh«t  was  contrary 
to  the  letter  of  4m  Act  of  PWliatiMKif ,  ittUCMl  of  «tttdyiii{^ 
the  tetnper  and  dispdiUien  e^  a  peop^f  for  tfatt  purpose  of 
guarifing  against  ihme  teeabures  whidl  couM  onty  t^nd  ik^ 
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Itritnie  and  inflame,  an  J  n1)ovc  all,  cohsitfmng  iniftat  man« 
Tier  they  could  best  conciliate  the  afiecf  ions  of  a  people. 
But  why  -was  the  Convention  Act  thus  referred  to  for  ih^ 
purpose  of  preventin**'  tlie  mertinsp  of  the  Catholics  ?— <iri 
Act  trfaidh  bad  passed  long  before  that  Union  a^  tvhich  the 
pledge  and  assurance  was  given  that  the  claims' of  the  Oei* 
tbolics  should  be  conceded.     It  xvas*  no  small  part  of  thcr 
impolicy  of  this  measnro,  ihtd  the  Catholics  were  par/icalM'iy 
designated  as  a  class  at  wliora  the  orders  i«^sucd  'by  Govern^ 
ment  urcre  particularly  pointed.     If  such  a  measure  had    - 
even  become  absoltttelj^  necessary,  ought  not  olnious  oolicy 
and  commdn  sense  to  have  dictatecl  to  them  to  have  refraioecl 
from  mehtiohing  the  Cntbolics  cs  beit)g  particularly  desig* 
natfd  ?    Miglit  not  the  letter  &t  the  ortlcr  have  Wn  so 
framed  as  lo  Imve  had  all  the  eflfect  desired,  without  wound- 
ing ihc  feelings  and  irritating  the-minds  of  the  Catholics  ? — 
Another  branch    of  the  extraordinary  impolicy  of  this 
fneasitre,  was  the  retrospective  effect  etvcfi  to  tfie  measure. 
Was  it  not  enough,  even  in  the  view  of  those  who  issued  this 
letter,  to  declare  their  determination  for  the  futnre,' without 
involving  in  one  common  threat  of  punishment*  acts  done 
for  years  back,  and  which  had  the  tacit  sanction  and  per^ 
ttiission  of  Government  ?-*If  tfieae  orders  were  io  be  carried 
ioto  eflec^t  according  to  the  rettospectiT^  operation  thus  given 
to  tbem,  onehatf  of  the  po^uration  of  Ireland  would  be 
Ijirown  into  gaol.    To  itsort  to  touch  a  measure,  iimlcr  the 
peculiar  circomstances  of  the  moment,  and  thus  to  irritate 
mnd  inflame  tlfree-fbtirihs  of  the  population  of  Irelnnd,  dis^ 
{riajM  tbc  most  extraordinary  tnipolicy^-tbat  if  no  tears 
n^erecotertaified  at  home,  were  they  only  to  look  within  ?— ' 
Moflt  they  not  anxiously  look  to  tlie  preparations  of  the 
vneiiiy,  who  was  only  watching  a  favourable  opportunity  to 
make  tlie  attack  ? — of  that  enemy  who  had  recently  placed 
a  French  Prince  on  tlie  tkiione  of  Sweden,  afid  who  ha<i  ht9 
aiivancecf  posts  at  the  ?ery  gates  of  our  Empire,  vendy  for 
the  assault  ? — Was  shch  a  period!  the  ivnament  to  irritate  ihe 
inhabitants  and  dfsafiect  the  garrison  ?«^Hc  did  not  mean  to 
iay,  that  there  might  not  be  a  justtficatton  for  tlte  measure 
to  which  he  had  alluded,  but  at  present  no  informaiion  had 
been  given  to  shew  what  bad  led  to  iis  adoption.  He  trusted 
thatfiuch  infimniitton  would  i)c  given,  niul,  at  all  events,  it 
was  fitting  i¥ni  the  Gircolar  Iietter  to  the  Magistrates  of 
Iiriaad  sbpiild  be  lakl  befoi«'ithe  House ;  for  wTiicti  doru<r 
his  lonbblp  ooQcladed  by^movuig* 
VOI..II.— J811.       -        K 
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.  Tk^  Earl  of  biverpool  said,  he  felt  very  Wule  eiabarr 
rassuK^at  at  ihe  alternative  put  by  the  noble  Lord  for,  the 
choice  of  Ministers,  the  facts  being — that  the  journey  of 
}ir..  Secretary  Pule  to  Iceland  had  no  connection  with  thiA 
i^ieasure^  or  any  circumstances  supposed  to  be  oonne<ye€( 
whh  it;  that  no  previous  saaction  or  instructions  froni 
hence  were  given  for  the  measure  ;  and  that  the  MiuUterii^ 
of  bis  royal  liigbnessthe  Prince  Regent  were  wholly  i&;oo^ 
rant^.  ontil  Thursday  night,  that  such  a  mea^sure  had  beejp^ 
iBesf^rted  to.  From  the  information  howeyer. transmitted 
frpin  Ireland,  although  it  was  not  so  complete  as  migkK 
have  been  wished,  yet  he  was  satisfied  that  the  government . 
of  Ireland  were  fully  justified  in  tbe  steps  they  had  taken,.  i| 
appearing  that. there  was  a  deliberate  and  sysfematic  plan 
for  the  violation  of  the  law ;  to  prevent  which  violation  .of. 
the  lawy  by  carrying  this  plan  into  effect,  the  measure .a(« 
luded  to  had  been  adopted,  He  had  no  objection  to  i\i^ 
motion  of  the  nobje  Lord^  provided  another  document  w^a^ 
also  laid  befoie  the  House,  namely,  the  Circular  Iiett^ 
issued  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Catholic  Committee  *^( 
Dublin.  .        ,  .        '   I 

The  Marquis  of  Lansdawm  waaglad  that  no  sanctioDpf 
iosuuctions  had  been  given  by  Ministers  for  ^bis.  mec|$a^» 
and  felt  a  satt^faction  greater  than  he  could  express,  with^ 
view  to  the  future  hopes -of  Ireland,  at  learning  ^bar  tbi» 
mtsasure  had  not  emanated  from  tbe  Prince  Regent. .  ,H^ 
wiished,  bo.wev^r,to  be  informed  whether*  the  docomeat 
which  th^  noble  eai*i  (I/iverpod)  proposed  to  lay  before  the 
House,  was  dlltbe  inforuu>tion  that  was  deem^  by  Miois^ 
ters  requisite  to  prove  tife  inteniion  to  violate  the  la9F> 
which  the  noble  Earl  had  mentioned,  or  whether  tbeie 
^existed  any  other  documents  which  tended  to  prove  thuit 
intention. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  stated  that  he  could  not  see  any 
objection  to  produce  the  document  alluded  to  by  the  noble 
marquis  (Lansdowne)«  The  very  issuing  of  it  viutiX  to 
maintain  the  position  that  he  had  previously  stated,  namely, 
of  adelil>erate  and  systematic  attempt  to  violate  the  lavr 
in  Ireland. 

Earl  Damley  considered  the  very  ignorance  of  tl>e  extrar 
ordinary  order  of  Mr.'  Secretary  Pole,  avowed  by  the  noble 
Secretary,  a  most  full  and  decided  criminatiad  of  the  G«k 
vernment  to  which  he  belohged.  It  bad  lon^'  been  a  sofah 
ject  of  lamentation  with  him,  (o  find  the  offaurs  of  Irekind 


#B».  18-^         •        CATHOLICS   OF   tHBLANb.  67 

«mt  only  iJ?  nn^l^rstood  by  that'H6iise,  but  almost  refu«5^d 
iniejitigatbn  both  by  Ministers  and  PaHiainertt.  The  timfe 
"was  noW  arrived  when  these' concerns  forced  themselves  oa 
<^e  uttention  of  Parlinment ;  and  he  sineeriely  trusted  that 
'<i*dr  an  important  subjt'e'f  would  receive- thd''fifllin(]niry 
ihat  it  merited.  The  noble  Earl  c-6ndudied  w'kh '  giving  k 
notice  of  a  motibn  for  the  production  of  s6me  A^ccdunlsne- 
faitng  lo'tJieexperidftni'eof  IreiaHd.       *  .'i.  i' ^^        *.. 

;*  'Tne'Eort  bf  Linteriek  rose -for  the  purpose  of  •pfiihouncins: 
il<s'decided  condemnatiow  of  t*6  stAtement^-Wl^ncfed  h^ 
the  noble  earl  (Moira),  tl^nt  thre  UriioH  '^^<'akcy>t1nprfsn^ 
^  the  fijromid  of  relieving  Ivelafid  frOiti  lh(*-Wp^r^sioni  bf 
t#ie  Irish  Parliament.  He  bml  the  hdttouV  bf  *htfr?ng  kat 
1§  that  Parliament,  and  was  therefore  notH  Rttlet»»nf prised 
*ft'«*ot  hearihg  thedetails  of  those A3ppressr6nb*t6' Which  the 
hbU^  Earl  had  aRoded.  It  was  hMse,  that  4hcf^tt6ble  fearl 
ftitd*  sptite  years  agofornie<l'o^irtli&Yis  on  th^»alftii^'  ^t  Irt- 
l*Wd,;whtcH'lhecon8eqaent  evekifs  mast  haVe  coni^iticed  hitei 
i^reife  errime6^.  *Had  he*nV>w  entere<l  intfci  thoie'  det^uils  of 
oppres^fve  c^idf^t  wrtli  whicli  hc^CLA  Moira>  chhr^ed  the 
Irish  l^rl?ament, 'it  tfouldhHvc*b<?ehhis'\dtt!y;('EaH  of  lii* 
m^rfck^  to- have  met*  him- on*  Wch  poiht's  and  most  tottl 
fide^t  he  wa«  thM  the  tt^u^'f^buld  fully'establiMi  the  stte^^ 
c^Sftri'ckeitidrisof  tliufbody  to*ttohold  ih^  Ooilstitiitiof^ 
Utid  mainlarnr  tbe'totrrfe^tidn  o^frelrfhd'Vi^h  thri'i[*d^iml^»;  • 
•  '£dfrf/?«r/fai»efy*9§i*ti^d^ihatir'was  f6rt«na(i^'lif^  noble  and 
^lant  friend  (Karl  dP  Molra)  had  not  gdnc  into*  a  discus* 
Hon  of  those  d^ai1s»of  opt^esrfori^whh  which  the  frrsh  Pai"- 
IfUment  were* '^cbargeable;' because?,  had  he  done  so,'  the 
Houie,  from  the  avdwal  of  the  rioble  Eatl  *<tha  last  addre.^s^ 
4bem,  wookt  hav^  tt^n  erigaged  hi  a  debate  wholly "tin- 
connected  With  th^  siibject  iifow  before  it.  Wh^t^ver  ivai 
.his  opinion  of  the  character  of  the  pfO'Ceedhigs'of  that  Le- 
^islatnre.  it  was  unnecessary  for  him  then  to  declare— that 
character  he  woafd  ie^xVe  to  history  to  appreciate — and  in 
referring  it  to  history,  suvehe  was,  that  as  to  many  parts  of 
the  condoct  of  tfiat  Parliam<*nV.  he  could  not  consign  it  to 
seVerer  chastisem<em« — (ffearlkear  !)  He  wonid,  however, 
fefer  the  noble  Earf  (Limerick)  to  those  persons  who  were 
most  particularly  enghged  in  carrying  the  measure  of  Union 
fnto  effect  *  and  if  he  should  think  proper  to  consult  them, 
that  noble  Earl  woutd'&nd  that  the  repeal  of  those  Acts, 
which  he  ('Lord  Holland)  and  his  noble  friend  (Moira)  con- 
sidered oppressiire,  bnt  which  by  all  weix?  cotfsidered  to  b<> 
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At  least  odioMt  to  the  people  pf  Ireland,  iKnaone  prthe  mwi 
encouragemeDts  hetd  out  to  piQcureiheiacqiiie^enceof  tl^ 
^riab  people — an  encouragvitient  ta  which  the  accomplislir 
ment  of  ihnt  measure  was  to  he.  particHitiurlf  ^MuiUit^* 
Having  said  thus  mueh  in  answer. to  U)«  «peech  of  ibft 
noble  earl  (LvinerickX  he  also  begged  k^ve  to  expre$s  ,h|f 
satisfactiOQ'  at.the  answer  g^ven  by  the. pottle, S^retairjfft 
pamcly,  that  the  Govef nnient  of  this  .fK:mntry  fier^  igllP^ 
laot  qf  (he (issuing. of  this  extraordioary  order^^^and  fhac 
they  wer^  >Apt  in  pQssessloa  of  any  previous  knowledge  .of 
the  state  pf  (^eland  which  cpuld  have  rendered  such  a  Uq^ 
of  public  ;^'<Qceeding  oecessarv,  ^  1'hat  wswef^  giveo  .0 
bis/ipble  .fnef)4's  <iU;^stioni  be  liad  heard  certainly  with  %|r 
tisfaotiony.bm  without  surprise;  fi)r,  though  uqh  ibred.  pf 
diacipljn^  ^),plAce  any  considerable  degree  of  ^onfideng^ 
ID;  the  Adfnin^stration  of  the  tioblc  Lords  opposiiOth^  com14 
h^fdly  krlkug  himself  to  believe  that  any  d^cription  of.  mi^il 
ill  this  cpMp try  could  have  practised  such,ubpq;|inqbie'4u> 
plicity  and  deceitj  ns  to  have  advised  su^  a,c;9iurse.of  pcoi* 
i^eeding  in  Iceland  as  the;  .Ixi^>  (jioveroufkc^t^  .bad  Dour 
n^opted^  without  having  6r:it  coaiipuaicatedsftc^*  ipieiHip^ 
JO  Ills  royal  bighncfes  the  Prince  Regent,, Hi]d. stated  tlife 
jif^cessity .  apd  dt^terininutipi>,iu  the  iiegcp]i*s.  Speech  U^ 
\^9\U.  lii^^^  Qf  Parliameiu.  ,Therq  reuiained,  bpweyer^ 
anc^trttef  ^uei^tipiit  which  he,  fe^t  it.  bit.dn^y  to  put:  to*tb«  ' 
lioble.Secietary^t  wept  to  ohuijn  an  ani^wwf  mor^  explicit 
and  full  than  t}^e  House  coui^  b^  ifi  ppsiesstoQ  o^'  fr^MB 
what  had  already  fallen  fromjiioi..  The'.  <iQble  SeqreHKy 
hqd  talked  Ipudjy  vf  the  n^ecessitj^  of  i^pbolding  the  lawy 
iUid  preserving  th^  public  tranquiilLtv  xi\  Jrel|knd|  and  bfiid 
e;fpressed  his  cpi^victioa  that. the  Irish  .Government  liad 
fKxerus€da,wise  and  justifiable  discretii>Qt::  He  (Lord  H<^^ 
land)  was  therefore, most  an.^iousto  ascertain  .whether,  in 
i^aiiing  those  statemeotSi  the  noble  Secretary  had  merely*' 
delivered  bis  opinion  usu  Member  of  ParUameniyor  wiietlier 
it  >Yas  intended  bv  them  to  convey  to  tbe  House  that  tlie 
'sanction  of  the  Administration  of  which  he  was  a  part),  was^ 
given  to  the  measure  of  the  Irish. Government  subsequently 
|o  its  being'Uiade  kuowu  tq  them. «  and  if  that  sanction  had  * 
been  given,  he  (Lord  Hollaad),  wished  also  to  be  iuforme«l 
whether  such  sanction  had  been  comuiunicaied  under  thci 
pleasure  of  the  Regent — in  a  word,. he  was  desirous  to  learo 
from  the  noble  Secretary^  wtietiier  l»e,  or  aqy  of  his  c*ol« 
ieagurs^  h«^l,  since  theiirst  recippt  of  tlte  intclligeuce  frpiu 


JL|«liiod,inftdeai|y  officii)]  oomaMMMGBtioD  to  thtft  GoTern- 
ment  of  ibeir  Mmctipo  6f  its  late  prMeediag  ?  Under  the 
■present  circuns^aiMws  of  the  tsxmcf  lie  voulil  ubstain  froia 
4iojr  iiirther  obmrvntioos^  tbaokivg.his  oobie  aod  gallant 
Jriend  <Earl  Moka)  for  Imyiilg  direcied  tbe  catenrion  of  the 
iI(Hi4e  to  sucb  4  iiiMii^litoi»^ibje<rt«  ;Every  braooh  of  tbe 
eoifiire* were  iodigbted  to  kim  for  iooh  conduct. )  ineliuid  on* 
aurally  looked  iif»  u>  btoa  ibr  bis  Bdvoeaqy^iand  aupport.*^ 

.  ,The  Eml  ^  IJmtriek  nm  tietjleloro  his',  thanks  to  the 
Apble  baron  (HoUMd>  farbU  iiiMisktd>a4vice ;  .be»  howrefer 
declined  tbe  refereoce  to  which  be  was  recomoieiided.  He 
W4»Mid«  in  ansvier  j)4ppQal  4br the  ^ni|Htifity.  pf  hia  awn  obser* 
vmion.to  (h^{  wfafi^l^ibody  of  the  M>y#li;i>ai<  ia  Ireland. 

l%e  £arl€fjtt^9fmd^  ibafcheleU  CMviMed  that  there 
was  BO  iaicnuan  iMi  ihe.  -part.  jt^l'itJtii^.  iriabf  Goyesonievt^  in 
enforcing  Ute  prmmow  of4be«£k^yeniiaa  Aci^Ao:plrevein 
ibe.Ca;thaUc4  ^mi»  tfieutkinifig  JPiMteaMkentb  It  Wail  to  be 
<;i9»o$id0red.  tbiit.ihf^i]|e  imh  a4q[MitiM*Mror  i«<B  <lele||ates  (raai 
erery^couoty^  aaiiliSoiifte'.fiA>m.4b^;pi?iii«ifiaI.<cHie^^ 
l##d«  4ibQiu  tpjuf^ewiW^  m  JChMl9il  to  tj>e  amuiint  oFSdS 
mfmbers^  i|f»j||iimM  it/n^  aatitlier  Pi»lrliainentv;add  oa»> 
rENied  to  dQtr^fy^  koHw  lOot  wbnt^  •  (Ji^ar.'from  HinkUn.) 
jEle^^ked^jC^OlniwiMnent  •oouW/go.oia.if.&uoh'aBaeadiiies 
fXHiU  be  beW,  iiM  .mJitter  f^r  wlmt  lotj^ecta?  i  He  was  iar 
timn  beii]^.4i<^p<V»ad  U>  UHid(  botshly  o^  ibe^CaiboUo  boalvf 
^ttt  the  m$i\  'Ciotn%wmft(^  mv»t  km  .aapporied.  Besides,  he 
»fu6  -by.  no  ;i»eaf|»  iMT^  4hui-  thf^  to£arcefneni'of  tbisAei 
i|toald  a:eaie  aaionHst  tbe  Irisbibt. general  ijefMntioti  which 
^eeimxi  lobe  apfH^eodedi*  '  It. was  to  be  recoUected,  that 
there^  wai»  a  gre4u:diffeiYaee  of  opipioo  bn  tbe  Asseaibly  of 
tbe  Delegates.  He  did  not  know  whether  he  might.nut  be 
permitted  to  read^as  fxirt'of  Ivts  speech,  a  repoic  which  he 
neU  in  his  hand^  o(  ih^  prooeedings  of  the  Assembly  of 
JOeJegate^  on  tlie  2d  of  Fjebraary  •  The  proceedings  of  that 
Assembly  had  biiivejlo  been  regularly  re(x>rtedt  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  debates  of  either  House  of  Parliament  ta 
this  country*  It  appeared  from  tiiat  report^  that  Mr« 
}v^M>gh,  a*geaileman  wtio  was  well  known  to  possets  a  con- 
siderabk  portion  of  ioAuence  in  that  b<idy»  made  a  uiotioo^ 
ihai  (li^  General  Committee,  having  exceeded  the  powers 
witij  which  they  luid  been  entrusted  by  the  aggregate  Com- 
omtee,  should  be  nboliiihed.  Mr.  (/Conuel  then  ad- 
4fessed  the  Chair,  atitd  iUc  obj[<2i't  of  his.  speech  was  to 


sbew>  that  sBch  t  qoesdm^M^  not  to  be-pntby  the  OKaiN 
mark  Upon  tbU  oceasfod  LokI  FmnolvWad  imported  t6 
hare  said,  in  speakit^g  oF'the'>Gomi8it«e«,'  ^  ¥oa  ure  ap- 
pointed fiMT  a  fipeoiai  ourpose*  «atid^TMitf  eaumnission  is^at  an 
end.".  A  •division  ttteo'itooki^piaoei'  kyt^  IS,  noes  M. — 
.This  shewed,  that^pefham  >4ieie  Ctfiniiiicteea  bad -bjr  no 
•means  ifae  confidence (afitneihtf^oriiy  6f  tbe'CkithoKcsy  Y^ho 
Hnigbt  pot  idiiappram^of  tWstniteppdsftCiMf  on  the  part  of 
the  Irish  Government.  He  repeated  his  coi^vtctimi,  titat 
the  Govenimetit,ui^taki«fg  ihit  siep;  hail  fiet -done  it  with 
the .  intentlon'^'oF  ptemAtNig  ihe  Oaihoim^  from  petit^ioii^ 

The  Eafi  of  y  BMkiffghaHiiMrt  APOiti^  (bat  their  lord- 
ships  woirid  dot  dio^  «o'iiffiich'lhttfslioe  <t^tlwe  Irish'Gov^^ 
meiit,/a6>  tb  cmciadei  before  twIy.Wi^^rtft^pasftedsidn  oi^>the 
circaautaHcei'Wkrichi  may  hal^*rcl>di?MiMh«  measure  re« 
•orted  to-necessary;  thrat  the  tDeasurewliir  in  itself  nnjui^i<> 
iiable« '  The  faife/fVMlMipuiMi'waa,'  thad'ttie  Iriab  Govern- 
■sent' bad -ii«%  ^eFttVtfed'tipbti  dMit 'Y>fi(i^(^^ng  WhhMt 
goi»diand  Mffici^irt  ifeiisoib^.i  AHutkmlvMl^b^Kh  ihade'to 
she  Irish •UnkMij  and  be«ha((lidard>«haiflri|;bt  what'he  h^ 
-mtet  before  henrd^  that  'the  r6pA^ofa|tef4!oavfilllion''A<;^t 
"wav #ne  oCthe  conditions  re<]uiyed by  4rhe Ctttholics  for  iW)T 
<K>ntent  toahe  Union. <  uA^ong  manyttfih^r  V^feisbns  vMi^eh 
he  kmi  fol*  doabtmg  tbia^wad,  iluit«ifat«AteiiWa«l  but  a<de^ 
platatorf  aOt^^deoUnn^Riihe  Um  befo»^'<«<i8<ritt;(i  foi^^rtx^ 
ptirposeofi  giving  aii  parci^a  fktr  UdMeof^  ftieii4l^g&lify''ot* 
their  protse^fngs ;  a<td  tfhen»ibie  Oattietfoswere  abouftt^ 
hold  a  Conventidn-  at  Atibrl^ne,  at  a>  former  period  j  ^wheti 
ihe  times  were  so  critical^  thai  the  Iriab  Governtfient 
\houghc  it  advisabtt  to  enfprofr  the  provisions  of  tfaeffct  of 
parliament.  •  '• 

"The  Earl  of  Dowtyugh^oresni^ih^  rOstd^toclaim^-on/th^s 
part  of  that  great  |)ortion  of  the  strength  of 'the  empire,  the 
Catholics  of  Ireland,  tliat  mere  justice  vtrhich  the  nohte 
Lord  bad  asked  in  behuiT  of  the  lri»h  Government,  ti^ 
admitted  that  they  should  not  coitdenvti  that  act  of  the  Irish 
G6vrrnn>eDt  before  ihcy  were  informed  *or4hc  grovnds 
HpoD-wbich  it  might  hereafter  be  attempt(^d  to  be  justified  ; 
but  if  their  lordships  were  required  to  stispend  their  judg- 
ment upon' the.  romitict  of  the  Irish  Goternment,  he  did 
not  know  with  what  consistency  they  could  he  called  upon 
to  presume  the  Catholics  to  be  guilty.  (Hearl)  1  am 
not  (3aid  his  lordship)  prepared  to  ecate  hcre^  in  my  place. 
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jts  a  member  oTiIvm  Hauseyt^that.tbir  act  of  thejlrisb  60 
YerDiuent  U  an  iroprppcv.aiel;  j  ivtit  the  information  which 
may  perbvip^  ioiMime  4egrecr,ext«mate  it,  which<  ninjpos^ 
sifbijf  jii9tihf  it,.    Qivi|ig)«ijr;4ipiDipti  Rs*private  iadiviOTal, 
I  frankly  avow  tbotldq  BMtlbiokit  can  be  jostified  ;  but 
yet  i  do  oofi  feel;  myself  :Wasranted  in.  censuring:  it  pariia- 
Bientariljr,  becailse 'l.baxe  tioi  hfia  thatcogniatafiee  of  it^ 
vpeo  wliiGh  parliaqn^titary '  oj)iBidn  'ihoold  ultimaiely  rest;   ^ 
(Hear !)    Let  o^  iiot»  boM^^er^  be-thoagfat  to  be  anfairiy 
predisppsed  against  tbt9iaQi;  io  ^ing  wba€  I  baire  said,  i 
do  not  prejaci^eibiB  act.;  -I  ffislaawtanflb  it  ait  that  eoiiatt^ 
tationa)  jealonsy  which  a  alrong'iKtof  ponner  tfaoaid  at  ail 
times,  pall  fanh.    {Mearl)  ^  Sotar^  if  dmbeprgndiee,  ant 
I  prejudiced  against  it...  The  noble  inrdiRoes)  has  lb* 
Yourefi  M^  wVtb  exttaets.from  a  report  6f  the  proceedings  of 
one  of  the  Catholic  Committees ;  to  what  purpose  .^^  To 
Jaatify  tbf  Iri^h  Qoii^iipMiient.    Ttieir  cohdbct  \ti  this  in« 
ftf^iee  is  nol^  now  .4H9(Qre  yoar  lordships.'    (IltarX)    Th^ 
question  now  isj  ^ot^ivihetber  Uie  proceeding  itself  be  or  be 
jiot  justifiabici  but>wl)l^ther  we  ought  to  inquire  into  it  ^ 
ali/  and  upon  this  Ipresarae  your  loidships  will^tate  linle 
b^tation ;  tbenefoie  iDyinoble  firieod  wi(t excuse  me,  wbeit 
i  9^y^  that  whfkt  )ift%  fallen  from  :him  wovld,  in  my  judg'- 
ipeuty  have  been  b^ter  said  when  ihe  Aubseqoetvt  question 
uppn  the  pfoceediii^<H9d£  shall  come  before  your.lordships'. 
But  even  d)en,  liooubit  very  much  if  such  evidence  wilt  be 
tlj^ilip^t  (apyiiicabUf/or^even   admissible.     Wsere  h  even 
4Qo|[i!Hst(!ill9  it  ia  ocfgaloFy.;  but  it  it  not  only  futile^  bot  oon^ 
tca4ictofy4    Your^lojrdships  are  told,  atone  moment^  that 
tlieallegc^  disseb|^Q<i,8  of  tlie  Catholics  justified  this  men- 
safe^;  .ap^  at.anotber,  that  their  deliberate  and  fiystematic 
perseverance  in  tb^  violation  of  the  law,  had  macle  it  ne- 
cessary.    But  insinuations  of  even  a  less  liberal  motive  had 
l^een ., thrown  oat ;:  (the  real  object  of  those  mee^ngs  hud 
be^n  darkly  hinted,  at,  with  a  mischievous  air  of  mystery. 
The  real  object  of  the  Catholic  is  his  avowed^  one— *4o  ob- 
tain the  restoration  of  indisputable  rights.     His  legal  and 
constitutional  demand  of  them  ou^ht  not  to  be  rejected 
with  such  instkltirig ^bsp'rcions.     Xnear!)    Standing  here 
9$  tiie  person  selected  by  the  Irish  Catholics  to  pi'esent  to 
your  Jordshipstbeii.  claims  upon  yourjustice^  I  should  iU 
deserve  tfae  nigh,  honour  they  have  conferred  upon  me,-  \( . 
I  CQuM  patieDtly.bear  their  motives  misrepresented,  their 
principles  mis^^tated^  and  their  views^aktd  general  ^liafNettr^ 
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abandootd  to  sospicions  as  gross  as  thrf  are  groofkHesff. — 
{Hear I)  So  much  for  that  grest  and  iti|liiTd  baity,  wtiose 
rigbtt  should  find  an  adfOca(«  in  eir^ry  stncore  ftiend  to  the 
pnwperity  of  this  country  ;  aryl  a»4otifie  Irish  Gov^rtimenfi 
it  is  before  us  that  an  extraordimiry  act  of  power  bas  been 
resorted  to.  We  are  booud  to  inquire'why  it  hm  bieeh  so 
resorted  tOy  and  more  especially  After  Hre  KavelieHrdTrom 
a  Cabioet  Mioister  in  this  •  Hoose  (L«ii>d  Liverpool),  \:hkt 
such  act  of  power  has  not  had  the  previous  sanction  ofth^ 
]Prince  Recent  or  his  Goveramenti  {Hearl  Afor!)  If 
this  be  so/  it  will  be  the  bounden  duty  of  your  loMships  to 
trnoe  this  measure  lo  its  mie  source.-  I  now  sit  down,  dnce 
more  soieaioly  deprecating  that  mad  and  blind-policy,  of 
oatching  with  avidity  at  every  opportunity  of  imdoemg  the 
CaihoKei  of  Ireland,  Mid  uggravstiog  rnjory  by  i^nsutt.— ^ 
(Hearl  kearl)  ,  r      ,        » 

Lord  Redadah  thought  it  extraontttiarv  thai  the  nobfe 
liord  (Ross)  should  have  been  arraigned  ior  havitig  c^irofcil 
in  tavoar  of  bis  view  of  the  suhgecr  the  authority  6f  oi^e  of 
great  consideraiioii  umong  the  Cmhollcs  tbem^ves,  (o 

Save  that  the  Comniittee  were  exceeding  their  power^.i^ 
e  was  convinced  that  the  proceeding  which  hud  oalfted 
for  the  interferesice  of  the  Irish  €k>vertfment  was  contrary 
.to  the  sentiments  of  the  majority  of  the  C?itholi<^s  th^th- 
selves.  He  was  convioced  that  the  ttinjority  of  tii'e  Catho- 
lics wished  the  laws  to  be  preserved  ifOviiMAte.  He  w^s  pet^ 
•uaded  it  would  am^eartnat  the  Ooverhment  of  Ivetand 
werenot  only  jostiaed  in  whattbey  htid-done,  buithAVit 
would  have  been  criminal  in  them  to  h«ve  permitted  k  meel>- 
ing  which  was  clearly  in  direct  violation  of  the  tarws  of  the 
laud.  He  believed  that  its  conduct  would*  when  fhik  ex* 
plained,  meet  with  the  decided  approbiiibu  of  the  majority 
of  the  Catholics  themselves* 

The  motion  was  then  pat  and  cufrried^  and  ahio  ihM 
for  the  Circular  Letter  to  the  Secretary  of  \\w  Caitiolib 
Committee 'adverted  to  by  the  noMe  iSecretaiy  of  State 
(Liverpool.) 

IMPRISOMMBNT  VOB  OEBTj  &C 

Lord  Redcidalt  caUed  the  attention  of  the  House ta* the 
QiUs  which  he  had  submitted  to  their  lovdships  in  the  course 
of  the  last  session.  The  first  was  to  enlarge  the  suov  fbr 
■^hich  persons  <x>uld' be  arresled  on  nmas  pfwfsi;  tHe 
mQ9uA>  wus  t^  establish  a  peroMoent  pvoviiien  for  the  reiief 


of  Imdrtot  Dtbt^nt  iHd  the  Ibird  had  for  its  oiijoct  to 
]>ronde  lor  the  rooorecy  of  SnaM  I)eU%.  lipoo  Iko  oomitte* 
tuNial  principle  of  Iqpl  praiitice^.omielj,  IbeiiHefffeiitm 
of  a  Jiry.  The  fint  oad  powadi  thai  IIoiMe,  bik  hod  bton 
saii  to  Um  oilier  to  faito  tbaA  it  could  noi  be  passed  tberc 
hefive  the  tearogalion.  Tbo  aecoml  hwrl  not  |Nis9cd  thiit 
HtNUo ;  end  the  tbiid  had  been  jmmkj  offired  to  Ihoif  con^ 
^deration,  ik  tho  hopeo  that  this  lafii  would  he  buooght 
forward  in  another  piaoca^  tvheio  It  might  bo  more coaTeoiori t 
ibal  it  mhoidd  odounenee^  he  «oald  riol  at  pntscnt  press  it 
4ipom  the  aitentioa  of  their  Lordslsipa.  With  vetpect  to  the 
wl  for  the  T<dief  o£  Insolvent  Debtors^  he.  iMnaki  now  aub* 
mit  that  to  tho  Honse^  He  hisd  4o  a  oertiun  osleiit  now 
inodcUed  It^  but  not  vcty  malirriiilfy.  Hia  object  Avas  to 
eeldblifch  a  abagleoificOrrHtfO  givf  hidx  a  Courtr-H^id  entrtiat 
Hon  with  Che  «dMkoietratioa<of  the  whole  lair  oo  that  snb^t. 
Smrnt  tm^  cURev  firith  hikn  as  lo  the  Mcpbar :  hut  the  moie 
iM^oeaWmd  Ammfbioti^  tho  oioito  be  w«ia  iiipliaed  lo  pre* 
tst  a  siaglo  Jiidge*  Bitt  as  t^ore  might  be  groundh  for 
.'0|P|Mal^  be  propoeed  that  there  elioald  be  a  Goitii  of  Appeal 
m  ihi$  aiogifl  parbose^  copsiatingofoBe  Judge  fiom  eadi  of 
thoCottttBmi  KoofETs  ^tnoiky  Coaiuiioii  Pleasi  askLfixchequer^ 
4q  be  afipoiDfed  bjr  theas  Couvta  tberaseWea ;  iKhieh  woufcl 
epcsM(e'4ke  attentson  to  the  coiirenieiiee.of  tho  Courts,  and  to 
Ao  Aee^xectttion  of  this  dutji^  while  it  woidd  Hcpp  the  whole 
writbia-tlie  pnoeipki}  of  the  establisbed  hiw^  The  B&ll^  he 
eMid^  "bad  Awan  fiamod  open  the  vaibua  bllle  brought  for* 
Hwd  for  4be  relief  of  iosoWeot  debtors,  adopting  tjie.prinoi* 
pie  of  the  law  oSctsmo  botwrUm  as  it  was  established  in  Soot*^. 
modf  Holland,  aod  other  placce..  iie  moreU  the  first  neadtng' 
of  the  Bm^  to  enlarge  the  stiaa  for  which  a  pcrsoa  could  be' 
iinested  for  debt >on  mesne  process. 

J^rd  Moira  conld  -not  allow  tlita  .apportimity:  io  pass 
•iprlthout  remarking  how  mineh  the  conolr^  was  indebted  to 
the  Noble  and  Lsamed  hawi^  for  the  attetitioo  fa^  had  paid 
to  this  subject.  .  Certain  lie-^fas  that  tbetx;  wa3  no  other 
•nbject  upon  which  his  taknts  and  indM'^irj  could  be  eii^- 
ptojed  more  importaat  io  the  interests  of  iheeommuntt>v 
and  he  was  happy  that  he  had  called  the  attention  ofttw 
House  to  it  in  tms  early  period  of  the  Session. 

lAfrd  HoHand  also  congralulateil  thcllonsp,  that  this 
flSeasure  liad  been  so  early  brought  forward -^for  he  was  con. 
Tiooed  there  wae  nothing  so  disgmcefal  to  the  jusCice  of  tliis 
ootmtry  as  th)e  stat^  of  the  law  between  creditor  and  debtor. 
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Some  circumstanoeB  had  come  to  his  own  knowledge^— cir* 
stances  which,  perhaps,  he  might  at  a  future  period  bring 
before  the  House;  so  abominable— so  revolting  to  the  com- 
mon feelin^^  of  justice  and  humanity,  that  when  their  Lord- 
ships  were  fully  aware  of  them,  it  was  impossible  they  could 
resist  the  conclusion,  that  something  must  be  done.  The 
subject  was  roost  important,  too,  as  connected  with  the  stale 
of  the  prisons.  Permns  being  sometimes,  in  direct  opposition 
to  the  principle  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  Act  and  of  Gaol 
Delivery,  confined'  in  the  Houses  of  Comsction  here,  which 
were  not  liable  to  tlie  gaol  delivery,  .and  remaining  there  from 
month  to  month,  and,  for ;any  thing  that  was  known,  from 

Gar  to  year,  without  the  benefit  of  investigation  and  trial, 
e  was  most  happy  that  it  had  fallen  to  the  lot  of  the  noble 
and  learned  Lord  to  bring  forward  these  bills.  If  the 
thing  could  have  been  efe^ted  by  great  knowledge,  by 
powerful  eloquence,  and  active  humanity,  it  would  hav« 
been  done  long  ago  by  the  efibrts  of  his  noble  friend  near 
him  (Earl  Moim).  But  he  most  cordially  agreed  with  thai 
noble  and  learned  Lord  in  this,  although  he  diffeied  from 
htm  on  most  subjects,  and  he  rejoicecf  that  the  matter  had 
fallen  into  his  hands.  That  noble  and  learned  Lord  had  oer-  - 
tainly  not  been  subjected,  to  the  imputation  of  a  love  of  in- 
novation, which  had  often  been  the  answer  to  the  mo^ 
important  iroproveroenl^,  when  coming  from  a  different 
qoarter.  He  hoped  that  to  him,  at  least,  no  such  objectionr 
would  be  made,  and  that  at  last  the  measure  would  supoeeAr 
The  subject  was  one  of  the  very  grditest  importance,  and 
there  was  no  way  in  which  their  Lordships  could  raise  them- 
selves  to  such  an  advantageous  height  in  public  opinion,  as 
by  a  strict  attention  to  measures  calculated  to  promote  the 
welfare  and  iiappiness  of  the  community.  He  hoped  tho 
noble  and  learned  Lord  'would  persevere,  and  not  suffer 
himself  to  be  decoyed  by  others,  to  put  off  this  measure^ 
under  any  pretei'ice,  to  the  close  of  the  Session,  when  it  mi^t 
possibly  be,  for  the  present,  entirelv  defeated. 

The  Bills  relatrvo  to  Arrests,, and  to  the  relief  of  Insolv^t 
Debtors,  were  then  read  a  first  time,  and  ordered  to  bo 
printed. 

CAPITAL  rUNlSIIMENTS  IN   REVBNUE   CASES. 

Lord  GrenviUe  could  not  help  congratulating  the  House 
on  the  manner  in  which  public  business  was  now  brought 
forwar4  there*    Instead  of  wiUting,  as  forme  rly,  in  listless 
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SnadiTityv  till  U  vms  broaght  before  them  all  at  once^  at  the 
pleasuie  of  the  Minister  of  the  Crown  towards  the  dote  of 
the  Session^' when  it  was  ntteriy  impossible  that  their  Lord- 
ships ooilld  discharge^ their  doty  to  th^ir  own  satisfaction. 
He  was  happy,  however,  that  now.  measures  of  the  ipreatest 
importance  nad. been  brought  under  their  consideration  at 
this  early  period  of  the  session.  It  was  on  the  same  prin- 
ciple that  he  thus  early,  called  their  attention  to  another 
suDJect  of  much  interest,  though  of  less  importance,  perhaps, 
than  those  which  had  already  been  submitted  to  their  con« 
sideration.  It  would  probably  be 'recollected,  that  two  years 
ago,  he  had  moved  for  an  order  upoti  the  Judges  to  prepare 
n  bin  fiir  consolidatinp;  into  one  Act,  all  the  oflences  sub- 
jected to  capital  punishment  for  breach  of  the  Revenue  Laws. 
A  custom  had  been  introduced  of  enacting  the  infliction  of 
capital  punishments  in  new  Bills  with  reference  to*  old  lawi, 
many  of  them,  perhaps,  not  generally  known.  It  was  to 
put  an  end  to  this  shocking  custom  that  their  Lordships  had 
made  the  order  to  which  he  referred,  with  the  further  inten* 
tion  that  no  future  imposition  of  the  penalty  of  death  should 
be  permitted,  unless  the  o&ence  for  which  it  was  to  bein'flicted 
should  be  at  the  same  time  clearly  and  distinctly  stated. 
The  Judees  had  prepared  the.  Bill,  and  discharged  their 
duty.  Their  Lorashtps  had  appointed  a  Coilfimittee  to  in- 
vestigate the  business,  but  he  was  afraid  his  own  illness  had 
prevented  the  matter  from  being  brought  to  a  i^onclusion. 
He  now  therefore  moved,  ^^  That  a  similar  Committee  should 
be  appointed^  to  ascertain  what  provisions  were  necessary  to 
becontinuedand  enacted,  in  regard  to  this  su\)ject — that  the 
Bill  prepared,  by  the  Judges  should  be  referr^  lo  them,  as 
well  as  the  proceedings  in  the  former  Committee— ^that  the 
same  Lords  should  constitute  the  Committee — and  that  it 
should  meet  on  Wednesday  ;*' — all  which  were  agreed  to« 
Adjourned. 
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Sir  S.  Aomltjf  ^vq  notice,  that  he  should  on  Thursday 
submit  to  the  consideration  of  the  House  a  proposition  on 
the  subject  of  Capital  Punishments  s  also  on  the  subject  of 
Pcniteutiaiy  Houses*    Sir  Samuel  then  moved,  that  an  hum* 


bleAddicfis  be  pmcnted  to  kJB  vojfid  bifrluM  the  PnMe 
R^enl,  mqufcstuig  thai  be  W9oid  be  pIflMd  to  oidcr  ibtt 
tbci?  be  laid  before  the  Howm  an  iyoooQi^  of  Ihf  iKuriMr  f  f 
Frifiooere  onleivd  to  be  trmpocted  to  Msw  3piiiti  Wia« 
siflfie  Uie  last  retonu— Qidarad. 

CUTinXAt.  INfOBMATlONS  tt-OFVICIO. 

Lord  JFotkesiwc  gave  notice  that  b«  abouldi  qq  ^a  wHy 
dav|  moFe  thai  there  be  laid  before  tba  House  tbe  munMlr 
oflaformatioos  filed  tx^a&tio  \gf  the  Attomrjr-GvM^  «iiiqe 
the  date  of  the  Act  autnorisiBg  ihat  modr  %(  piooeedinf . 
He  had  oooic  drnvn  to  the  Bouse  day  after  4qs  <b9V^c^^ 
to  have  saca  the  AUorDe^-Genenil  ia  his  pbcer intoning  to 
have  put  to  bim  a  quesluui  oi  to  a  peiaon  who^  tai  b^ 
lately  couTlcled  of  buying  ^uiaeas  at«90|e  tfa&n  ike  moai  nte 
ox  value ;  aod  to  this  sutiject  siso  he  should  tali^i  ap  wly 
opportunity  of  t:alling  the  aHeation  of  the  Houses 

JTr.  Tons^nly  rose  to  put  a  questiou  to  the  xight  bonour« . 
Me  gentlenan  opposite,  on  4  subjeet  which  he  conceived  to 
be  at  this  oionient  of  the  most  vital  import  to  theBritisb 
Monarchy.  The  subject  to  which  he  alluded,  was  the  stato 
of  Ireland^  and  the  mailer  to  which  he  wished  more  im- 
mediately to  call  the  attention  of  the  House,  was  a  paper 
purporting  I0  be  a  letter  from  ihe  Chief  Secretary  of  Iiclaod  ' 
to  tlie  Sheriffs  and  Chief  Magiiitrates  of  that  prt  of  the  hing'- 
dom,  relative  to  the  mectinig  or  caiting  together  of  the  pcc^ 
pie  of  that  country.  The  queslioo  which  he  wished  to  put 
to  the  right  honourable  gcrUlemao  on  this  subject,  was,  if 
before  ilie  step  alluded  to  in  \hat  letter  had  been  rusorted  to, 
'  the  pleasure  of  the  Prince  Regent  hud  been  tatkeU  un  the  sub- 
ject ;  and  if  the  documents  hdd  been  cofumuuicated  to  the 
Prince  Regent,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  MiniitteK,  justi/ied 
them  in  resorting  to  such  a  step  ?  He  did  not  wisli  to  press 
the  business  at  present,  and  should  not  now  urge  it  beyond 
the  explanation  be  had  applied  for* 

Air.  Perceval  said,  he  could  have  no  difficulty,  nor  even 
the  slightest  objection  to  give  the  answer  demauded  of  hint 
by  the  right  houourablo  gentleman  opposite.  The  letter 
alluded  to  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman  was  as  new  to 
faim  (Mr.  Bercetal)  on  ThurMlay  last,  aa  it  could  iiave  been 
to  the  right  konoumble  gentleman  on  Friday.  Not  only 
vassttch  a  step  on  the  part  of  the  Irish  Government  perfecll/ 
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ttdknovtt  tohiaitliT.  Ftac0M<>  wmilm  oMrngBBsnaUm 
^mde  oT  tfa  luitcr,  bsttlMnr  mr&,  tfll  Thumdbrjr  ImI,  mtinif 
jgQOrtfDt  that  Ihe'  inel&g  leisnel  io  im  the  letter  had 
oiivinfldtiiatGtenittvrorBppenBiicvtDMnderh  neoBttary 
to  resort  to  socb  a  step.  Having  laid  ad  ntMh,  it  nas  «ot 
necessary  for  him  lo  go  farther,  than  simplj  to  state,  that 
though  the  GovennncDt  of  Ireland  had  thought  it  necessary 
4o  {irotxed  uidbr  the  authority  of  ibe  Gonfentiim  AcU  m 
<lf r.  IWeeval)  akid  hv  coUeagms  ia  EqgUod  bad  m 
<)oubt  IhetliiqrlMi  ailed  iraKaMseMdiifudent^iscm. 
tion.  Having  said  this,  it  ifould  be  uBpttluam  to  add, 
that  no  knowledge  or  concurrence  of  the  Prince  R^ent 
could  have  been  had  oa  the  subject ;  nor  had  any  mtvious 
consent  been  giwn  by  bim  4»  tbt  iamii^  of  tlie  letter  in 
'question. 

Mr.  W.  Ward  asked  if  it  was  tihe  intentm  of  Miaistaa 
to  lay  before  the  Bouse  any  dooiment  lo  satisfy  them  of  ^le 
propriety  of  the  conduct  adopted  by  the  Irish  Gioyemnient 
in  this  emergency  ?  Was  it  their  intention,  for  instance, 
to  submit  to  the  cpneideration  of  the  Hous^  the  letter  of 
Mr.  W.  Pole  on  this  subject  ? 

Mr.  Perceval  said  be  oould  baine  no  objection  to  any 
gentleman's  moving  for  the  production  of  the  letter  alluded 
to,  if  he  thought  it  material. 

Mr.  Ward  gatre  notice  that  he  should  ABOve  iat  said 
ktter  on  Tbix^y  next. 

Mr.  HvUhkntam  asked,  if  the  Go  venuDetit  an  this  opWBtry, 
after  they  understood  that  such  orders  aa  those  alluded  ta 
had  been  issued  by  the  resident  Government  of  Jidand,  had 
done  any  thing,  or  what  had  they  done,  to  remove  any 
misconception  that  might  have  arisen  as  to  its  bdng  the 
intention  of  Govetumeiit  to  ^vcntrneetings  of  ihe  inha- 
bitants of  Iretaad  to  complain  of  grievaaoes  \  It  had  been 
his  intention  to  move  for  the.  repeal  of  the  Ccnventioii' 
Laws.  Ho  ^ould  not  now  give  notice  of  any  motion  oii 
the  subject ;  but  if  the  same  impression  remained  on  his 
mind  as  that  which  he  at  present  entertained,  he  should  do 
so  oh  an  early  day. 

Mr.  Oiles  ffave  notice  of  a  motion,  on  an  early  day, 

relatire  lo  the  Militia. 

.1  •  .     .   .   • 

* 

UfPEACUMJCNT   OF  MINISTERS. 

Mr.  fFkilbread  slated  that  be  should;  on  Monday  neirt^ 
briag  Ibrward  so  mueh  of  his  motion  of  which  be  had 
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ahead  J  gyren  notice,  as  went  to  a  wesatch  of  the  Loida 
Joomalft  on  the  sabject  of  the  examination  d  the  Phjsi^ 
ciaos.  rdatiye  to  the^state  of  his  MMeity^fl  heattb.  And 'on 
that  day  he  ahoald  name  an  earl  j  my  ton  bringing  forwaid 
the  ulterior  part  of  his  motion. 

POPULATION   OF  GREAT   BRITAIN. 

Mri  Rose  obtained  leave  to  brinf^  in  a  Bill  for  takini;  all 
account  of  the  Pbpulation  of  Oreat  Britain,  and  of  the 
increase  or  diminution  theroof.---He  afterwards,  brought  in 
the  Bill,  which  was  read  a  first  time* 

.    SLATB   TRADE* 

Mr*  Brougham  gave  notice,  that  he  should  on  T hunday 
se'nuigbt  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill,  pursuant  to 
the  I&soltttion  of  the  last  session  of  FEurliament,  for  the 
more  effectual  Abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade. 


l^rtH 


HOUSE  OF  CdnifilOMS. 

TUBsiiAv,  ifrBumUKV:  1^« 

IroftEICiNBB  IN  COLDBATH-FlMtDS  PRISON. 

Lord  FoOcntone,  in  the  absence  of  the  bonoumble  baronet 
(Sir  Pmncis  Bardett)  who  first  introduced  the  subject  to 
the  notice  of  the  House,  wished  to  learn  whether,  now  that 
a  week  had  elapsed,  the  Secretary  of  State  was  prepared  to 
communicate  to  the  House  the  particular  informatioif  re^ 
lative  to  the  foreigner  so  long  confined  in  Cold-bath-fields^ 
prison? 

77/tf  Chancdlor  of  the  Exchequer  said,  that  the  inquiry 
had  been  commenced,  and  was  at  present  in  a  state  not 
proper  to  be  communicated  to  the  House.  He,  however, 
gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  bring  it  forward  in  Committee 
on  Thursday  next* 

IRISH  CONVENTION   BILL* 

.  The  Honourable  Mr.  Ward  stated,  that  as  no  objection 
was  intended  to  the  production  of  the  circular  letter  of  Mn* 
Secretary  Pole,  and  that  of  the  Secretary  to  the(  Irish 
Catholic  Conimittee,  it  was  his  intention  not  to  wait  (of 
Friday,  but  then  to  move  that  such  documents  should  be 
laid  before  the  House.    He  at  the  same  time  wished  to 
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know,  whether  Ae  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was  willtog 
to  produce  any  other  commnnicatioDs  which  the  Gofera- 
jnitnt  might  hate  iweiyed  on  tfiatsnbject  i 

7  he  Chancdb^  of  the  Exehequetj  in  answer,  obeerted, 
tl:ai  he  had  no  objection  to  the  immediate  production  of  the 
two  documents  alloded  to.  Goremnient  had  certainly 
lecei^ed  other  communications  from  Ireland ;  but  he  ab- 
ataihei  from  giving  any  answer  on  that  point,  until  the 
honourable  ||^tleman  made  a  mdre  specific  statement  of 
bisobjectf 

Air.  Tiemey  felt  anxious  to  know  whether  the  two  papers 
alluded' to,  were  the  only  ones  da  the  subject  in  the  posses- 
Mon  of  the  Groveroment,  or  if  there  were  not  others  i^hich, 
consistent  with  the  public  interest,  could  not  be  produced  ! 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  stated,  that  Govern* 
ment  had  certainly  received  other  dispatches  referring  to 
that  subject,  from  the  Administration  of  Ireland. 

The  motion  for  the  two  documents  was  then  agreed  to-^ 
Mr.  Ward  reserving  to  himself  the  opportunity  of  moving, 
on<  a  subsequent  day,  for  the  production  of  such  other 
pipoB  as  he  should  think  necessary. — Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

WBUNESDAY,  FEBRUARY  SO. 
PULLION    COSfMITTfiE. 

Jiff.  '  VansiUart  desired  to  know  of  the  hon.  gentleman 
ppposite,  whether  he  meant  to  found  any  motion  on  the 
Report  pf  the  .Bullion  Committee,  and  if  so^  when  he 
meant  to  bring  it  forward  ? 

Mr.  Homer  said,  that  it  certainly  was  his  intention  to 
move  for  some  l^islatiye  measure  on  the  report  of  lasr 
session.  If  the  right  bon.  gentleman  opposite  did  not  con- 
sider that  there  were  already  sufficient  doeuments  before  the 
House,  on  which  Xo  form  an  opinion,  he  was  competent  \o 
move  for  what  he  thought  deficient.  For  hb  part,  be 
thought  there  were  already  sufficient;  and  when  the  time 
came,  he  should  submit  his  measure.  Since,  however,  there 
were  so  many  papers  ordered  which  had  not  yet  been 
^  brought  forward,  he  could  not  be  ready  to  make  his  motion 
till  alter  his  return  from  the  circuit,  which  would  be  about  thel 
second  week  in  April.     At  that  time  he  would  move  for 


Utm  ie  bttqg  m  a  BiU  id  ititiOTO  AtitetrtdtMm  wt1j& 
ravMi  to  tlio  imie  o£  ■fl9Giid4  He  mishi  hate  broiu^bt  tbis 
measure  oq  before^  bat  m  rigbt  Jroft.  rnitkniMi  iMul  Aonad 
ft*  fwy  ¥QlMiiM>ii»  lNip«r»  vhfeb  £a«l  m(  jiel  haeii  pte^ 

J/r.  Jto9e  midf  tM  the  ban*  gf AilfeoAa  noed  sol  dehj 
<Mi  ftccoant  of  fbo  mpew  viiiob  be  bed.  awieed  Ibe,  as  tbe^ 
veeld  be  leedy  ia  a  few  dajw*  Evtn  aUboiigh  these  pepets 
mere  deferred,  be  weuld  tooiief  gie  into  the  vomMWBt  ob 
ratber  short  iAfomiatioB  ithaa  protract  it  anjr  longer,  n  it 
ms-of  saeh  impettmef^ 

Mr.  Hurmr  dttclekacd  eey  idea  of  willuHj  caosingf  tbe 
delay.  Tbe  aeeoiiDte  wbidi  the  right  benounible  gentler 
maa  hsid  laovtd  for  BMght  be  soon  mady^  it  wat.tme ;  hot 
tbea  it  would  take  tbne  te  consider  jJiefli^  aad  loe^  after  thajf 
pvediactieo,  wbetber  mere  awe  neceasarjr^ 

SALB   OF  CUINEAS. 

Xerd  FolbeHottt  had  fot  mnne  time  eapected  to  s«  the 
Attomey-Geiieral  id  bis  place,  that  be  migbt  ■senrtain  from 
bim  the  iafenaatioa  which  he  bad  wilgbti  a  few  dEijrs  aioee^ 
with  respect  to  tbe  ^ate  of  the  prosecution  against  a  person 
of  the  name  of  De  Yonge.  In  bis  absence,  he  desired  to 
know  whether  any  of  the  honourable  genUemen  opposite 
could  give  him  the  information  he  required^  Unless  be 
obtain^  an  answer  to  his  question,  he  must  seek  what  he 
wanted  by  a  motion. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  E^chequer^  in  the  absence  of  the 
Attorney*Geaerel,  was  really  not  able  to  five  an  adequate 
aaewer  to  tbe  question  of  the  noble  JU>rd. 

COXMITTES   OP  SI7PPLT. 

Mr.  YoHce  said,  he  rose  for  the  purpose  of  movuig  what 
were  usually  termed  the  Wear  aad  Tear  JEstioaates  for  the 
Navy.  Ab  those  estimates  were  the  sanie  as  last  year,  he 
shoidd  not  eater  into  aiiy  detail.  The  number  of  seamen- 
voted  la^  year  amounted  to  145,000,  including  30,i000 
mariaes*  The  same  number  would  be  requisite  now,  though 
from  our  successes  in  the  Indian  seas  some  diminution  migU 
bp  expteted.  This  was,  however,  overbalanced  by  the  prc« 
parations  of  tbe  enemy  in  tbe  North  of  Europe,  aiid  in  the 
ports  of  Holland.  An  alteration  had  been  made  last  yeac 
in  the  mode  of  tbe  estimate,  by  which  the  Victualiin^ 
department  was  kept  operate.      He  should    propose  a 


ifmilaf  prtiibii^le  now.  He  then  moved  tpr^ttie  grant  of 
149,000  seamen,  including.  31, 4O0  lyu^rfne^;  and  etatedf 
tfaat  the  Mamen  of  last  year  actaalljr  ejcceedeJ  Ihe  estimate* 

Mr.  WhiibuaiiAiAy  that  last,  jear  the  esiablifthmerit  for 
tbe  Navy  had  been  6)h8idet<ed  tog  exfehded,  and  th^t  it  %va8 
conaideted  one  of  tli^poihlson  which  a  retrenchment  was 
toeoessatjT.  He  6outdnot  herp  remarking  the  statement  now 
made  by  the  first  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  with  rDspect  to  the 
Increase  of  our  enehiie^'  naval  %)rce  in  the  ports  of  Holkod. 
It  was  aliother  proof  of  tbe  w'aste  pf  blood  and  treasure  in 
tbe  Scheldt  expedition: .  lYiey  bad  been  told  that  the  b^isia 
of  Flushing  had  been  destroyed,,  and  yet  now  an  equal 
number  of  seamen  'With  what  'had  bden  considered  as  too 
large  last  yeat  tva^  demanded*  He  would  only  make  tblif 
remark  now,  and  would  lemiain  silent  until  the  time  for  9ub« 
lequeat  discussion  caoie. 

Mr.  Yarke  said,^  that  the  number  of  our  seanfeii  cooU 
mot  now.  in  his  opinioi^i  be  safely  reduced.  With  leqiQCt 
to  tbe  Scheldt  expedition,  be  confessed  that  it  had  not 
completely  succeeded ;  but '  still  it  had  be^  of  much 
service  to  us,  by  enabling  us  through  tlie  ^Iril^ctioni  of  the 
basin  of  Flushing  to  refit  and  refresh  our  ship8%|  The^basia 
at  Antwerp  was  unfinished,  and  the  enemy  were  pbligi^  iq 
moor  thdr  fleet  above  it,  with  much  daogjer,  firon|  ih.e  ioe^ 
ftnd  much  benefit  to  us,  as  they  must  nepe$i^rUy  be  .some 
time  incoming  down  the  river^  and  so  give  us.  notion  of 
their  intentions.  .      \.    ^ 

Mr.  ff^tbread  said,  he  did  not  know  what  information 
the  right  bon.  ^tleman  might  be  possessed  of;  but  be 
(Mr.  Whitbread)  well  remembered  that  a  very  active^ 
zealous,  and  intelligent  officer  (Commodore  Owen)  had,  on 
his  examination  at  the  bar  of  that  Housie,  declared,  that  in 
his  opinion  not  one  ship  or  seaman  less  would  be  wanted  ia 
consequence  of  the  demolition  of  the  basin  at  Fliisbiiig. 

Mr»  Yorke  said,  that  by  that  demolition  we  were  enabled 
to  keep  our  fleet  in  the  Downs,  instead  of  having  them  off 
the  month  of  the  harbour  of  Flushing,  which  was  a  great 
lelidT  to  our  seamen,  and  a  very  great  saving  of  the  wear 
and  tear  of  the  shipe ;  and  that,  from  the  information  the 
Admiralty  had  received,  it  was  ascertained  ibat  no  ship  of 
the  line  can  at  present  lay  secure  in  the  hasUu  whatever 
nmy  be  tbe  case  with  ressels  of  a  smaller  description. 

Mr.  R.  Ward  and  Mr.  WhUbread  each  said  a  few  wo  rds 
aftcf  which  the  Chairman  put  tbe  question  on  the  several 
Von.  II.— 1811.  M 
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^ilowine  rctfii,  wtiicW  were  vespoqlivei  v  agresd  iOf  tU  :<— 
3.34*,OT5?.  for  tW  Wm»  of  Seamen  and  Mirbea.— 
M5S,0(»/.  .for  Vlctoa&..^;e75;0(Jk  for  Weac  and 
Tfetfr.— 65d;tSff/.  for  t)i#na»(pc  for  tfi^  Sea  &rvi«v 

idr^  ^n^ersion  ^Sfecrfetkry  at  W^r)  thea  moyed  tlie  fill- 
l<ywio)r  siimi  of|  adcooiit  of  the  Army,  vbich  wmjeveratty 
Ifgi^  to,  v&.  :-^,MlO^O0()/.  W  (lie  laad  Fioroes.-r- 
4,000,606/.  for  flie  Mmtia.  ' 

.  Mr.  tt.  Wharton  tben  mov^i)  tlie  foUowjioff  sittDil  to  jwy 
oV  'Exched^er  Bills,  iiBsue4  in  tlje  coiir^^  of  mX  jfut^  -mx 

pay  cfff  atiQuki^  granted  d^ing  the  same  period. 
TUe  ^^pdtt  Inte  bnleredHo  be  recnved  to-moi^w. 
'   ^e  CnanceUw  of  fhp  ISxchequer  iaoried^  that  the  Armjr 
fefimat^s'be  priotea*— Ordered. 

SALE  OF   GUllTBaS* 

'  £A-if  'fbR'esI^/l/e^d,  tba(t  i^^$idr  tbe  Attdrhev-Gendial 
h'ftiih'bbu^,  he  would  bcSftoaiik  Him,  whether  it  was  his 
IfMntlott,  ^  fHe  c^se  df  De  Yollge,  for  the  illegal  sale  of 
^uiti<ii9«  to  'p6ck^  agaWt  the  defendant  ? 

ntMiidf^^Gfiterd  ^Id,  he  believed  tlie  case  stood  for 
Afmineht  id  -the  fltttaie  way  its  other  matteis  of  a  stmihr 
ta^ve  did.  . 

'  LMl  IbBitsldne  wished  the  hoti.  Hhd  Teamed  gentleman  to 
jitfy  whether  he'mcunt  to  bring  it  on. 
*  The  AiUnrn^jfi^Generni  «itd,  the  A^tter  remained  witb 
ih^  Jadgest  It  was  a  question  reKrred  ibr  their ^^pimon  ; 
khd  whenever  thev  ^hi^uld  signify  their  pleasure  to  have  it 
broflght  6tif  his  MajestVs  hw  officers  Ivould  be  ready  to 
ilfgi!^  it  iitoth^iately. '  ne  thought  it  he^essary  to  mention, 
Ifmtth^iiB'W^/atother  ctAeb(  asimihur  des(iription  which 
Hisp  stood  for  argtimcnt ;  atid  Yie  supposed  those  who  had 

Svien  the  hbble  Lbrd  informatioh  as  to  the  case  to  whic^  he 
id  alhided,  could  also  till  liim  how  that  stood  likewise. 
*Ad)oumea. 


HOtJSE  OF  COMMONS^ 

TiruUSOAY,   PBB.  91. 
COmriTTEB  ON  THE  SCOTCH  bRlSDITOUS  BILL. 

Mr.  Jbercroniby  desired .  to  know  from  the  laifiicd 
Lord  opposite,  how  long  he  intended  the  present  BiH  ^hoidd 

endure? 


1 
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^r  toTf^  Jd99^e  £{/  Scotland  4KkU  ^iv^t^  111^^11^ 
ip  ev^mjp  W  ^^  pecioa  g{  se^ea  y^ais. ,  . 

^ir  JfihM  Anstniiher  xecwimi^nidea  U^  ^  Aonj^.  1m 
tiinited  to  two  or  thiee  jears^^  uistaad  fif  ^erfqt.  ... 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  W.  iDuadas, 

Mr.  Aimrtnmi^'XM^^j  that  the  wcmfi  ^two  jeais** 

^  flfr.  jffatf^ar^^s^t  Unit  U  was  the  apifiaaof  maa|[»lD^ 
^o4.fKMW<o|Cial  iqeo  ui  S«otlaDcl|  that  sooie  Mtntka^oiBiffit 
tobe^miv^  i^thftBiwtouptXAWasiinowit^  JieiViml 
ior  the  amend  men  t*  ./:... 

The  Zari  jUooeige  wai  cmleiit  to  admit  tkfe  'Aniahd* 
lae^ty  bat  expressed  his  ioieotm  of  oiotiAQia^  the  fiti 
Kfier  that  poriod. 

Mr.  Hormr  said^  that  the  rigUi  of  bringin^ia  this  Bill 
iiad  been  ceded  by  .courtesy  to  the'peisoa  filling  U|r  oflk«f 
4»f.j(i0id  Advocate;  hut:  it  tie  leaiwd  Und  oontuiudd  to 
l»qsk«t  bis  dutv  to  ScotUnd  ia  4hi»  respest^.i*  was  com^ 
pjieot  to  l^inisefr,  o^  aajt  odier  neQK>B  ia  te  Hoaae^  to  fiiki . 
4t  op  himself.  . 

STie  Un^dA4o0CiUewAi  that  Ibe  learned  ^mtlemaii. bad, 
ncbiigbt  to  assume  thifl  l^fty  and  dictatorial  strain  with  liioa } 
he  had  left  his  own  count^,  and  could  not  of  coorse  be  so 
well  informed  on  the  S^otca  ttw  as  those  to  i^hom  hQ  }iad 
thovght  himsdf  entitiod  to  dictate;  He  wonM  nd#  dofi* 
oedethepoinlof  the  asven  jiears  to  two  $  butat'tht^ead^ 
that  iiBK^,  h^  wonld  jNifsae '  bis  own  ptaii,  unlb^  d6iM 
better  ihan  any  of  late  projected  was  bibrad.  •  ^ 

jir. \fior?t6r' denied  having  descmd  the  ti^ke' oT  tbH 
lenmed  JLord.  i^ith.  whom  be  diflbred,  ndt  e^ '  a  ppint  ^ 
law  but  of  fact.  lie  must  repctat  his  cjlafrg^  a^itist  ti^Q 
karned  Lord  of  cMistanC  iodolenoe  and  a^leet  ^{t^' respect 
to  this  B3U,  which  bud  only  been  ceded  lb  hun  offiei^ny. 

The  ChwfceUan'iif  the  Btcehequ^  defei^ded  th^  loit! 
Advocate  from  the  imputMiem  of  Mf .  Horn^,  wlip  wd$ 
not  warmnted  in  raahing  ttiem,  even  by  bis  own  confi^ionii 
He  hoped  the  learned  Lord  would  consult  his  own  judg;ma^ 
on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Abercrombj/  defended  tbe^hafges  against  ^  \cani< 
Loid;  who,  he  -  contended,  had  now  for  thrdb'dlflf 
sessioBiy  pome  down  to  the  House  with  the  siune  talf| 
the  Bankrupt  Bill  sliottld  be  improved,  yet  he  ifitiik  no  on^ 
efi«ieni  step  to  do  U. 


Mr.  A4am  IbQugbt  tlief€  ytw  vmieihin^  £ainec|  by  the 
coiiMnt  to  the  amendtnent.  fle  hdped  that  there  wotikt 
soon  be  spme  perinaQeiit  measure  it  fnev^t  sTlitoin  oblaiairig 
ftt  a  gnxx  et pence  only  a  teftipovarv  teroedv.  7h^ -I^PPI^ 
ivas  ordered  td  be  brought  up  tormOTQW^ 

Mr.  Ward  wishd  to  ask  the  rfght  bonottm^Wgeiitleaia% 
Miefher  the  two  papeis  aheady  moTed  for,  ebtttained'  all 
the  iofovmatioii  Mative  to  the  motives  and  oircumatar^CM 
#bioh  had 'induced  the  Irish  Government  to  enibree  the 
Convention  Act  f 

- '  Tht  ChUhceUoT  of  the  Exchequer  had  no  ebjeetioB  to 
anfenveif  the  question  as  often  as  it  mi^j^ht  please  the  honour- 
able gentleman  to  put  it  to  liim.  He  had  already  aiwwared 
thrfee  bii  four  diffmnt  tiroes,  and  he  now  again  attswefe^  iq 
^';n^tive.    (A^lauffh.) 

i  AffuTV^arrd  saidy'twAt  he  bad  received  the  ans^e^^'a 
inivate  communioatioo  with  the  right  honoutal^le  gentle^ 
man,  and  wds  anxious  to  have  it  thus  publiclyi  in  order  to 
found  upon  it  bis  notice  ormoving  to-morrow  such '  other 
pafters  as  he  might  betweelt' this  and  then  think  neoessciry  ta 
be  called  fnwand  he  now  gave  such  notice  for  to-niorioWn 

I ..  TheChancelhr  of  the  EMheqmer  rose  foe  the  purpose  of 
adv<;rting  to  a  former  notice  he  had  given) respecting  the 
UouseboTdl .  to  be  provided  for  his  Royal  Highnew  the 
Prince  R^nt.  .  U  might  be  recollected,  that  in  the  coune  . 
ofthe  discupsipo^.oa  the  Regepcy  Bill,  he  bad  alluded  to  the 
coursp  wIu<4h  in  hi^  opinion,  would  be  the  most  eligibhi i^ 
the'Hpusa^to  punue  in  the  establishment  of  tlie  k^ent's 
Pousehotd.  He  had  accordingly  been  pcopAf  ing  to  submit 
a  plan  wbicb|.by  tbo  temporary  reduction  ofihe  uffice  of  the 
Chamberlain,  would  enable  (be  country  to  provide  and 
|naintai(i  such  an  estahli^bment  at  the  low  lateof  llios 
ibfiOQL  A^hcn  his  Royal  Highness  was  pleased  to  signify 
lib  determination  pf  continuing  in  the  service  of  the  Crown 
the  persons  then  carrying  on  the  Government,  he  (Mr.  Pciw 
eeval)  felt  that  it  became^  his  duty  to  lay  the  plan  of  a 
Jlousehold  before  the  Regent;  but  upon  an  audience  with 
bis  RiTfal  Hi^bne^,  he  learned  that  his  Royal  Highness  re^ 
^suned  fixed  in  a  perfect  d^t<^minatioa  of  adhering  to  hist 
iprmer  sentiinents  upon  that  subject.  For  the  qatpxe  of  thosQ 
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seotimentshis  Royal  Highness  was  pleased  to  refer  him  to  a 
le^ed  and  honourable  friend  of  his  opposite  (M r«  Adare). 
Bf  him  be  liad  been  informed,  that  from  the  moment  tiuit  ho 
(Mr.  Perceyal)  ba4  first 'Coiftmunicated  his  intention  respect- 
ing the  course  ineant  to  be  pursued  by  him  in  regard  to  the 
Household,  his  Royal  Highness  had  commuaicated  to  that 
learned  ^ndeman  his  determination  not  to  add  tothebur^ 
Ihens  or  the  people  by  accepting  of  any  addition  to  his 

SttUtc  $tate  as  Re^ut  of  the  United  Kin^rdom  (Hear! 
ear!)  He  felt  satisfied  that  neither  that  House  nor  the 
{mblic  would  have  felt  any  iniiisposition  in  contl-ibutid^  to 
he  expeqoe  of  the  due  support  of  the  state  and  dignity  of 
^he  Prince  Re^nt.  (Hear !)  At  the  same  time,  the  country 
woqtd'not  be  backward  in  duly  acknowledging  ihin  instanoo 
of  selfnleaial  on  the  purt  of  the  Prince;  (Hear I)  and  hia 
H<^yai  Highness  CQulo  nqt  fail  to  find  that  such  refusal  will, 
in  point  of  fact,lhrow  round  his  character  and  station  more 
leai  splendour  than  could  be  iiorrowed  from  any  pageantry, 
however  (jrilliant  iffeoTy  kear^  hear !) ;  that  external  mag- 
nificence, calculated  to  dazzle  t|ie  vul^r  gaze,  and  cafch  the 
giddy  admiration  of  the  populace,  the  Prince  did  not  hcsi« 
late  .to  sacrifice  to  those  solid  good  qualities  which  have  long 
since  won,  and  promise,  to  secure  to  him,  the  affections  of 
the  people.  (J  general  cry  of  hear^  hear  I)  Havingr  stated 
these  circuipstances  to  the  House,  it  was  of  course  scarc<;ly 
necessary  for  him  to  add  that  it  was  not  na,w  his  inlontion 
ip  submit  to  then)  any  3uch  plan ;  and  he  bad  now  only  to 
call  upon  the  learned  gentlemqn  to  yi\\om  he  had  alludectj  to 
corroborate  such  part  of  the  statement  as  his  knowledge 
enabled  him  to  say  was  accurate,  or  to  correct  any  mis<« 
statement  into  which  he  might  have  inadvertently  fallen. 

Mr,  Adam  accordingly  rose,  and  confirmed  the  stitement 
of  the  T^g^^  honqumble  gentleman,  which  he  pronounced  to 
be  so  accurate  as  to  relieve  him  iram  troubling  the  Housa 
with  more  than  bis  confirmation  of  it.  He  said,  that  pre* 
vious  to  the  day  on  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
moved  his  motion  in  that  House,  his  Royal  Highness  had 
delivered  into  his  hands,  copies  of  the  letters  from  that  right 
honourable  gentleman  tp  the  Prince^  and  of  the  Princess 
pnfiwer,  accompanied  with  written  instructions  to  him  (Mr. 
Adam),  requiring  him,  in  case  any  thing  should  bestatedreia* 
tive  to  the  establishment  of  an  additional  household  for  the 
Prince,  to  state  on  behalf  of  the  Prince,  that  it  was  his  Royal 
ll^hness*s  i^ish  to  discharge  the  dutiesrbf  a  temporary  Re- 
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geiioy  witjient  adding  uoncc^ssarily  io  the Jbii^tbens.  of  thfi 
|ieop1e^nd  thnt  be  must,'  thereibre,  decline  the  intendo^ 
C8(a1ifobmei)t ;  swch  he  knew  to  hav^  been  tiVftojaf|fig1i^ 
Mi8^s  detenninatiotj  in  the  question  of  a  temporally  Re^enCY» 
In  case,  however,  of'sacb  cirdnmstances  occurr|nff  as  mi^^l 
had^t^^ti  permanent  Re^^y,  he  conceived  that  tne  qucstioi 
wonid  then  l>e  opieti  anew  to  the  consideration  o(  bis  Mji 
Highness.  He  added>  tha^  be  had  had  loog  opportiini\y  < 
becooning  minutely  acquainted  with,  ihfi  vleiy^  an^.iht^tipi 
^hi»  Royal  Highness  respecting  h^  dprncstib  economy,  an( 
that  hv»  determination  in  this  particular  instance, 'was  Bui 
ieonformable  io  the  principles  wnich  bad  govetn^ii}  hisBpvaJI 
^fiighness's  conduct ;  it  was  not  then  a  time  to  go  in Ja  a  aet 
lait  of  such  circumstnnceSi  but  whenever  the  oppor^uni^ 
aheuld  come>  he  would  be  enabled  t^  give  the  J^Lcppe  thf 
most  satisfactory  information  on  this  hesS. 

COLVkia^e^  TUE  pbisokke  iii  colbbath^fisl&s. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Excfkequer^  pursuant  to  notice, 
moved  for  the  appoyitment  of  a  Secret  Committee  to  inqu|i3e 
into  the  circumstances  which  led  to  the  detention  of  ,—«-^ 
Cotville,  how  a. prisoner  in  the  House  of  CorreclioOy  Cold^ 
Wotfa-fields,  ^ 

Lord  Folhest(me  thought  that  the  inquiry  sbpuld  not  bt 
confined  to  the  detentiononly,  but  should  extend  to  the  cir« 
^nmstances  which  led  to  the  capture ;  iif  what  had  been  ri(«i 
moured  respecting  his  capture  was  true,  it  would  be  a  difr» 
grace  to  the  national  character. 

JIfr.  Percer^tl  said  that  the  original  complaint  was  nof 
only  on  account  of  the  manner  in  wliich  this  man  had  been 
taken,  but  also  the  mode  of  his  treatment  since  his  imprison* 
ment.  He  was  however  glad  to  find  that  tbecWge  of  btA 
treatment  was  now  altogether  abandoned.  The  taking*  how^ 
ever,  ought  not  to  be  cciM^ured  in  such  unqualified  tfrms^ 
till  it  was  known  whether  this  person  had  been  taken  as  an 
<>peh  enemy  or  as  a  spy.  The  noble  Lord  would  bo  able  to 
satisf)r  himself,  as  he  intended  to  propose  that  the  noble  Ion} 
should  be  one  of  the  Committee. 

Mr.  Yorke  said,  that  having  himself  Seen  Lord  Geoige 
Stewart,  he  was  enabled  to  contmdict  the  statement  that  had 
gone  abroad,  of  his  having  invited  Colville  to  dinnei^*  'Thtt 
noble  lord,  however,  (Folkestone)  would  have  au  opportii^ 
nity  of  examining  b<»fore  the  Secret  Committee* 

The  motion  was  it«cn  agreed  to^  and  the  Secret  Committee 


^        / 


fonneA.tlii]ir:-^Mr.|tlobert  Dundas,  Sir  Francis  Bunlcit,  Mr 
CJtarttt  LdDg,  Mr.  Williams.  Wj^rin,  Mr.  WilberForcc,  Mr 
t^cuUKfy  Sir  Arlhtit  Pigott,  Lord  Folkestone,  MnBulmen 
If  r.  Choiri^  Ellis,  and  Mr.  Lambe. 

JEfr.  treco^  rosej  pursuant  to  notice^  to  move  for  papen 
vdative  to  traasaetiow,  both  civil  and  military^  in  the  Ebit 
Indies.    He  had  last  year  raoved  (ok  several  docimients  ie» 
specting  some  extjtaorainarj  trials  in  the  Courts  of  LaW|  at 
Madras,  in  the  jrears  180&-9,  to  if  hich  no  retiNm  bad  beMt- 
madob    He  now  piopo6ed  to  reyiye.bis  former  motioBS)  and 
also  io  call  for  nevr  aocnments.    It  ivHS  neocssarv  especially 
(bat  the  military  concerns  to  which  ho  alluded  should,  be 
distinctly  daci^ed,  that  it  might  be  clearly  seen  whexe,  K 
an^yfbeie,  blame  ought  to  rest.    In  the  first  pkca»  any  one 
mi^fat  see  that  the  suspension  of  Major  Bovf  les,  on  laccottnt 
of  nis.  obedience  to  the  commands  of  lus  superior  6fficeni 
•was  the  immediate  cause  of  the  af  iialioa  wbicb  prevails  in 
the  Madras  army.    This  case  haa  recently  been  considered 
by  the  Indian  goveminent  here,  and  (he  consequence  of  tb^ 
inquiry  was,  that  Major  Bowles  was  restored*    Suoli  b^ing 
ihe  result  of  the  inqairy^  the  obvioas  inference  was,  that  im 
conduct  of  Sir  G.  Barlow  could  not  have  beenregarded  as  in 
every  instance  correct.    The  next  prominent  feature  in-these 
transactions  was,  that  by  an  order  of  Sir  George  Barlow  of 
the  1st  of  May,  certain  officers  bad  been  suspended  upon  an 
fx-^rte  inquil-^.  They^  too,  had  appealed  to  the  Directors. 
'He  would  abstain  from  calling  for  any  document  on  this 
point  for  the  present,  reserving  to  himself  the  liberty  of  pro* 
ceeding  hereafter  according  to  circumstances.     The  only 
other  sulgect  connected  with  the  railitftry  transactions  to 
Ivhicb  he  would  that  night  call  the  attention  of  the  House, 
was  the  trial  of  several  officers^  by  courts-martial.   'After  the 
suppression  ofthis  unfortunate  rebellion,  the  government  of 
Madras  selected  for  trial  by  court-martial  Colonels  Bell, 
Storey,  and  Buncan-^and  as  the  opinion's  of  tlie  Courts* 
inartial  were  so  much  at  variance  with  those  of  the  Govern- 
ment,  it  was  proper  that  the  House  should  have  docunente 
to  enable  it  to  decide  upon  that  question.    This  much  reki<* 
ttve  to  tbemilitary  transactions  in  the  Prcsid^cy  of  Madras* 
W itb  D^rd  to  the  other  case,  certain  trials  at  law,  whiob 
took  place  at  Madrasin  1808*9,  he  mast  again  say,  tb^ifae^ 
woe  of  a  most  eoctnoidinary  nature,  and  ought  not  to  be 


patted  o?ef  i^itiiout  inqtiiryand  explaiation..  HoIukIVm 
tore  moved  (of  docaiaenU  oti  this  sulgect ;  W  as  it  vm  om 
of  great  imporffthce,  be  -woiAd  shortly  state  tl|e  outlines^  of 
tbecaseas  they  bad  come  io  hb  knowledge^  It  was  well 
known  that  a  certain  iuipi  five  millions^  bad  been  set  aside 
by  the  £asl-India  Company  to  answer  the  jast  and  legal 
ciaima  upon  the  Nabob  of  Arcot.  Claims  to  (he  amount  of 
thirty  millions  were  preferred  tkpott  this  five  railUons,  an^* 
siis|licion8  were  naturaHy  entertained  iHut  vast  hdrobers  of 
them  were  false.  Commissioners  were  appointed  to  eitaiftip^ 
and  ascertain  the  real  and  bonajidc  debtSr — A  certain  liuhib^ 
of  gentlemen  at  Madras,  interested  in  this  business,  being; 
honafde  creditore,attd  acting  in  behalf  of  ftono/fife  creditors, 
instituted  a  prosecution  against  a  native  of  the  naroeof  Reddy 
Row,  for  forging  one  bond,  and  for  a  conspiracy  with  re- 
spect to  another  cash  transaction,  involving  the  foulest  per« 
jury.  Reddy  Row  was  convictdl  by  juries  of  Englishmen, 
upon  all  the  chaises.  But  the  extraordinary  part  of  the 
tRinsaction  was,  that  Sir  George  Barlow  identined  himself 
with  Reddy  Row,  and  directed  notice  to  be  given  Mn 
Maitland,  a  justice  of  the  peace,  to  Mr.  Roebuck^  an  officer 
high  in  the  government  service,  and  several  otheis,  indivi- 
duals of  the  first  respectability,  pros^uting  in  behalf  of  the 
bonajide  creditors,  that  if  they  presumed  to  interfere  thejr 
would  subject  themselves  to  the  serious  displeasure  of  the 
Government.  Authority  was  besides  given  to  the  Advocate- 
General,  Mr*  Anstruther^  to  defend  this  Reddy  Row,  and  an 
order  was  made  to  defray  his  expi^nces  from  the  funds  deSf 
tined  for  the  pa  vment  of  the  real  creditors.  The  first  thing 
done  bv  Sir  G.  6arlow,  in  execution  of  his  threat,  was  to  re* 
move  Mr.  Roebuck,  who  had  been  thirty-six  years  in  the 
service  of  the  Company,  from  Madras  and  his  connections, 
without  stating  any  grounds  for  this  .proceeding,  tbongn 
earnestly  applied  to  for  that  purpose.  lie  was  removed  at 
the  risk  of  his  life  to  a  distance  of  500  miles,  to  a  most  un- 
wholesome situation,  with  less  than  half  his  former  emolu- 
ment, and  in  a  few  weeks  ailer  Mr.  Roebuck  in  fiict  died. 
The  magistrate  who  committed  Reddy  Row  was  also  re- 
moved from  his  office  r  a  third  was  sent  to  England  as^aiiist 
Jaw;  and  from  each  of  the  Juries  who  convicted  Reddv 
Row,  some  were  selected  and  sent  to  a  dtf4ance  of  hundreds 
of  miles*  with  far  inferior  situations  to  those  they  held  be- 
ibre,  and  the  duties  of  which  they  were  incompetent  to  dis- 
chai^    Sir  ~-«  Strange,  the  Judge  at  Madras,  seconded 


the  eft>Kt8.«f rAe  Ck»¥emor .    ISe  ^vie  it  ^  his  opkiaii,  that 

the  CoiyinriwiaBMS-ntijjfhit-  still  pay  the  bondi  though  fimed 

4o  be  a  fturmrjv  and  wot-  to  this  coitntr  j  a  raQoiaatepdatiah 

of  paidao  lot  Reddy  Rov^    The  paidon  waa  granted ;  kait 

in  lis  voyage  oukio  ilndiay  fresh  matter  had  com^  oat,  eoo- 

clusure  as  to  the  obaniGter.aad  otgeds  of  thi^  gentfeman^ 

who  al  last  thoaj^t  proper  to  leilefe  theaasietjr  of  his 

friends  bfadiniiiista'irig.  to  himself  a  dote  of  poisDii.    If  the 

facts  bore  him  out  iu  this  statement,  he  iM>ald  ask  if  ever 

there  was  a  stronger  case  before  the  lloase  ?— ( Hatr^  htat  {> 

It  was  needless  for  him  al  this  time  td  mention  V9b»i  farther 

pcooeedings  might  be  reqaisite-r^but  he  wooM  now  saj,  that 

if  these  fiicts  bore  him  oat,  he  vonid  move  for  the  reoaU  of 

Sir  George  Bariow,  as  necessary,  to  cleur  the  character  of 

,  the  nation.    Be  coixcladed  by  moving  for  several  papers 

relative  to  these  transactional  to  the  prodaction  of  wliich  he 

understood  there  was  no  objection. 

Mr.  Charks  Grant  never  heard  a  ntore  aggravated  state- 
ment of  any  case  than  that  now  laid  before  the  House.*^ 
When  the  papers  were  produced,  it  would  appear  how  very 
much  the  circumstances  had  been  distorted .t  He  would  in 
a  few  wotds  state  his  view  of  it.  It  was  well  known,  that 
for  SO  or  40  years  back  the  Arcot  debts  hsd  been  a  suuroe 
«f  corruption.  When  tlie  Company  took  the  territory  into 
its  hands,  it  was  thought  but  justice  to  ascertain  what  claims 
there  were  upo|l  it;  and  a  commission  was  appointed;  a 
branch  of  which  sat  hete,  and  anothei*  at  Madras.  Before 
ib^  arrival  of  SirG.  Barlow,  at  Madras,  a  Inrge  m^nuAo- 
tare  of  forged  bonds  had  been  carried  on,  and  the  bonds 
were  nabliciv  sold.  The  law  officers  of  the  commission 
verie  directed  to  make  inquiries,  with  a  view^  to  ci)eck  this 
evil ;  and  a  case  of  fon^ery,  by  one  Conpasab  Brahmiaee, 
a  native  notorious  f«ir  hia  want  of  character,  a  proscootion 
1BSS3 determined  upon;  and  an  application  made  to  the 
<xovernment,  after  the  arrival  of  Sir  (%eorge  Barlow,  for 
(the  assistance  of  its  law  officers  to  carry  on  the  prosecution. 
TUs  was  granted ;  opoo  which  Brahoiiace  turned,  rounds 
and  commenced  a  prosecution  agaiost  8oddy  Row,  who 
had  been  thirty  years  a  servant  ef  the  vompaoy,  and  of 
w4iose  assistance  the  Commissioneni  had  av^odtbemselvcs. 
Mr.  Maitlaad,  himself  a  creditor,  took  the  evidence  against 
Be^dy  Bow,  and  refuted  to  take  it  in  the  other  case.^^ 
Under  these  circosostaooss,  the  Government  thinking,  the 
Vol.  II.— J8ll.  N  ^ 
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fMsecutioD  against  Reddy  ftow  to  have  brigiaated  in  ma* 
icious  or  interested  motives,  ordered  hioi  to  be  supported. 
The  whole  settlement  was  divided  into  parties  respecting 
this  business ;  and  by  o|ie  of  them  the^oonduct  of  tne  Go- 
vernment would  of  course  be  represented  in  its  very  worst 
.light.  Mr.  Roebuck  had  be^n  removed  not  only  for  this 
interrerence,  but  for  his  factious  conduct  in  other  respects. 
(Hear I  hearl)  The  place  to  which  he  was  removed  was 
on  the  sea-coast,  and  very  healthy ;  but  he  was  an  old  man, 
'  above  sixty,  and  in  bad  nealth  before  his  removali  which 
Accounfed'forhis  death,  without  ascribing  any  thing  to  the 
effects'of  a  noxious  climate.  Maitland  had  been  removed, 
because  unworthy  of  office,  as  would  appear  from  the  pa- 
pers, when  laid  before  the  House.  The  Government  had 
no  object  but  to  support  the  cause  of  iustice  against  faction. 
With  regard  to  courts  of  law,  the  Directors  had  taken  no 
notice  of  any  thing,  except  the  conduct  of  its  own  servants. 
As  to  the  death  of  Reddy  Row^  from  whatever  cause  it 
arose,  it  was  entirely  unconnected  with  the  case  of  the 
bonds.  The  Commissioners  had  reason  not  to  be  satis6ed 
.with  faim^  and  dismissed  him,  in  the  exercise  of  their  dis- 
cration.  Ik  only  requested  that  the  House  would  suspend 
its  judgment  till  the  papers  were  produced.  As  to  the  nii^* 
•litary  transactions,  if  the  last  session  had  been  longer,  all 
the  documents  on  that  subject  would  have  been  then  pro- 
duced. They  would  soon,  however,  be  brought  forward, 
and,  he  hoped,  considered  with  a  degree  of  attention  suited 
to  their  importance.  On  a  subject  where  somany  indivi- 
;duals  and  interests  were  concerned,  there  would  be  a  ereat 
deal  of  prejadice.  But  the  Indian  Government  wanted  no- 
thing but  to  have  the  whole  investigated ;  and  the  more 
gemiemen  considered  the  documents,  the  more  reason  iliey 
would  see  .to  distrust  a  great  number  of  stories  that  were 
circulated  by  individuals.  He  had  no  personal  connection 
with  Sir  Greorge  Barlow.  He  had  only  corresponded  with 
him  as  aa  o&er  of  the  government ;  but  he  viewed  the 
great  lines  of  his  conduct  as  entitled  to  the  highest^ppro-* 
balion-  Although  iu  a  .situation  of  such  difficulty,  some 
.of  the  minor  steps  might  have  been  fauky,  yet  he  had  no 
doubt  but  Sir  George  Barlow  had  done  a  great  service  to 
the  public*— a  service,  which  even  men  of  considerable  me- 
rit could  not  have  rendered.  It  was  a  mistake  to  suppose 
ihat  Uiis  businessbad  originated  with  the  suspension  of  Ma- 
jor Boles.  The  origin  of  it  was  mupu  more  ren^ote,'  but  the 
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whole  wouk]  be  before  the  House,  aod  be  trusted  gentle- 
men woald  take  the  trouble  to  examine  it  thoroughly.  They 
would  find  it  well  worth- their  labour,  and  in  the  mean  time 
be  only  requested  a  suspension  of  thei^  opinion. 

iMrd  Folkestone  agreed  with'  the  last  speaker,  that  the 
matter  ought  to  be  investigated  thoroughly,  and  without 
prejudice ;  and  be  Would  have  said  nothing  at  present,  Iia^l 
it  not  been  for  one  or  two  inaccuracies  into  wnich  the  ho* 
nourable  gentleman  had  fallen.  With  regard  to  Roebuck, 
was  it.  consistent  with  the  eulogium  the  honourable  gentle* 
mao  bad  pronounced  upon  ^ir  George  Barlow,  to  admit 
that  this  Governor  had  removed  an  ola  sickly  man  from  bis 
connections  and  comforts  withput  communicating  any  rea« 
son  to  the  public,  or  even  to  Roebuck  himself,  though  hum* 
biy  Md  earnestly  petitioned  to  do  so  ?  Was  it  the  part  pf 
a  dear-sighted  Governor  to  support  Reddy  Row  afie^jhe 
convictions  for  perjury,  forgery,  and  conspiracy  f  Yf'xih 
regard  to  the  military  tronsnqtions  in  India,,  the  honourable 

fentleman  had  eiven  gre%it  credit  to  Sir  George  Barlow.—- 
hat  be  bad  condticted  nimsclf  with  great  coolness  and.  cqu- 
jrage.  and  suppressed  this  unfortunate  rebellion,  the  nooie 
Lord  admitted ;  but  then  it  was  a  rebellion  of  his  own  mak- 
ing. No  one  who  observed  the  repeated  acts. of  his  go- 
vernment towards  the  army»  would  wonder  that  the  cita- 
tion had  taken  place,  though  be  certainly  did  not  justly 
this  insurrection*  He  was  not  prepared,  thterefore,  to  admit 
the  cl§im  of  Sir  George  BaHow  to  the  character  of  a  gre^t 
statesman.  But  he  hoped  gentlemen  would  thoroughly  ap^ 
ply  themselves  to  the  investigatien  of  this  subject,  and  that 
the  canvas  andsolicitatiojisi  usual  on  Indian.^ucs^ioos  would 
-not  be  necessary  in  the  present  instance. 

Mr.  fVallace  said,  that  the  Directors,  though  they  apf 
proved  in  gieneral  of  the  measures  of  Sir  George  39rlow 
in  India,  yet  to  that  ^neral  approval  there  were  a  few  ex- 
ceptions— such,  for  mstance,  as  the  removal  of  Cojonol 
Capper.  He  said,  that  the  honourable  gentleman  (Mr. 
Creevey),  in  tracing  the  cause  of  the  discontents  in  India, 
was  by  no  means  correct.  That  cause  w&s  very  different 
from  the  one  that  he  bad  stated.  That  honourable  gentle- 
man seemed  to  have  forgot  the  conduct  of  General  Mac» 
dowal,  and  tbeartshe  practised  on  the  army  under  his  com- 
mand. (Hear  !  from  tht  Oppodtion.)  He  spoke  in  high 
terms  of  the  conduct  of  Sir  George  I^arlow,  both  civil  and 
military,  who  was  placed,  he  said,  in  very  critical  circum- 


siancea.  ITic  noble  Lord  oppdsilte  hall  pnrtictilarly  ol>J<*cted 
to  lli€  iiitci^renetB  of  tlie  Government  in  the  Cfvil  trials  at 
MadrM.  This  inteHfercnce  was  Hi  rfie  express  desire  of  the 
Cprntnissioners/'v^b  stated ^  it  ns  ttb^lfitety  J}WesshTy  to 
enable  tbetit  to  discti^rge  then*  daty ;  afnd  tke  GoterilMent 
eoticeived  itself  bobnd  to  gi¥e  every  ttssistaDbe'to  life  Oom- 
ini^ioners;  With  respect  to  Reddy  Row,  his  death  did 
frot  at  all  alter  t)ie  tniture  6f  hiscnte ;  and  he  did  not  be* 
Jieyethat  he  had  put  himself  to  death,  it  beitig  more  lifceiy^ 
t'Mjfi  his  previous  bad  health  and  advancd  age,  that  he  died 
fn  a  naKaral  manner.  As  to  Mr.  Roebuek,"^  who  has  l^een 
io  tiiuchi^xtolled  for  his  fidelity  ttnd  services,  «nd  so  forth, 
be  beltieved  that  thfct  was  very  far  fl-om  being  a  hist  charac- 
tft*^  ihoii^i  hb  knew  nothing  of  Mr.  Roebuck.  (HeAr ! 
y^m  the  Oppi^iion  bentlics.)  He  nieant  to  say ,  be  haid  no 
pergonal  knowledge.  Ail  he  knew  of  that  jg^enttetnan  Was 
trod  the  papers* \Vhich  had  come  through  his  hands;  iind 
from^^hetn  it  wotiid  appear  that  he  had  i3^<?n  so  factibets  that 
tre'h^d  drawn  upon  nrmsetf  tbc'displettsure  of  the  Govern- 
n^tit.  With  respect  to  Mr.  'iSaitifrnd,  he  was  remoTed  felf 
^e  domtnitmentbf  Reddy  Row  utider  circumstftnoed  which 
1>y  rro  means  ju$tified  that  measure.  Two  men  wiere  thea 
"bFought  foiiviird  as  witnesses,  whose  charattertf  were  bed 
"rind  undeserving  of  credit.  One  of  the  Commissibnera  crf- 
fered  to  prove  thfct  •t!beyi''ere  tmdteaerving'of  credit;  bwl 
this  was  refused  fyy  itr.  Maitland.  And  wifh  respect  to  Mr. 
M aitlnnd's  refusal  to  Commit  CoopKJah  Siasminee,  he  asked 
if  any  magistrntfe  m  this  country,  who  was  hin^f  inte« 
rested  in  thte  catr^e  before  htm,  had  behaved  in  the  mtemer 
Mr.  Maitland  ihad  behaved,  would  he  not,  on  the  afiair  be- 
ing brought  before  die  King^s  Bench,  h live  been  temoTed 
from  office  ? 

Lord  Folkestone  atiA ''Mr.  Wallace  exijlhlnedn 
Sir  Thomas  Turton  said,  that  the  right  horiouraUe  gen- 
tleman (Mr.  Wallace)  would,  in  his  opinion,  have  acicfd 
nfucb  more  wisely  had  he  avoided  entering  into  tliedetaihi 
into  which  he  has  entered.  He  in  particular  deprecated 
4'he  manner  in  which  be  irad  spoken  of  a  deceated  General, 
who  had  been  Tery  unfairly  and  very  harshly  treated.  Sir 
Ceorge  Barlow's  conduct,  so  much  eulogized  by  ifae  right 
iionourable  gendeuian,  was,  in  bis  opinion,  entitled  to  the 
character  of  obstinacy,  and  not  of  firmness.  He  depreca- 
ted tile  indiiference  which  the  House  matiifested  for  Iiidiafi 


affittra.  That  conntfy,  be  said,  whs  taken  posMsaion  •(  ky 
cfioic^  was  Jcept  possesaioD  of  by  craeitj,  aad  oow  haii^i 
by  a  sii^e  thfead.  It  certaialy  was  the  (hity  of  the  Hau«a 
to  Mqaife  into  the  ayBtem  of  manageoffent  adopted  ib  dnH 
country.  With  respect  lo  the  renovak  that  bad  taken 
pkoe«  and  parttcularly  that  of  Mr.  Roebuck,  he  asked  if 
any  thing  could  be  aaore  harih  and  cruel  than  to  sand  an 
old  asaii  mm  a  oaalfbrtable  situation  to  a  distanee  front  iiia 
firiends  and  conaections,  by  which  his  death  was^  in  alt 
probability*  ocoaaioned. 

Afr.  Wallaee  spoke  in  explanation. 

Mr.  IMai  Dmuiat  said,  that  in  bis  opiokm  it  MraW 
havje  been  qrach  better  had  the  honourable  gfentleman  iirho 
made  the  motion,  ebfitat ned  from  entering  upon  the-discaa* 
sion  of  asy  of  the  topics  connected  with  it,  at  a  iifne  when 
the  House  were  not  in  possession  of  any  knowledge  upofik 
4ie  subject,  and  were  therefore  unable  to  form  any  jiidgii 
meut  upon  it.    Such  a  conduct  was  not  fair  to  tlie  absem 
individuals  wliose  names  had  been  mentioned,  and  9ivhoaa 
taoses  wcf«  thus  prejudged ;  neither  was  it  fair  to  the  House* 
Me  would  merely  advert  to  one  or  two  poiius  wbieli  had 
iwen  touched  oa  tba^  evening.    Tlie  ^mention  of  General 
M^Dowars  cond^uct  had  been  blamed ;  but  lie  wmrid  aifc 
those  gentlemen  who  deprecated  the  introduction  of  Ge» 
neral  M^DowaPs  name,  how  it  was  possible  to  advert  to  the 
anse  of  the  Indian  discontents,  without  namii^  him  ?  He 
apoke  in  praise  of  Sir  Thomas  Strange,  the  Chief  Justice^ 
and  of  his  conduct  in  the  trials  Which  bad  been  mentioned 
this  night.     Thatjud^e  had  charged  the  iury  to  acquit^ 
which  they  did  not  thmk  proper  to  do ;  and  he 'transmitted 
«the  reasons  of  his  opinion,  not  appealing  to  bis  Majesty's 
•mercy,  but  to  his  Majesty^'s  justice.     How  was  it  possible 
mot  to  listen  to  the  recommendation  of  such  a  judge,  under 
all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  when  a  jury,  whose  re* 
«pectabiUty  had  been  extolled,  had  been  one  or  two  da^ 
incapable  of  acting  from  intoxication  ?     With  respect  to  a 
statement  lately  madeju  the  House  by  the  honourable  gen« 
tleman  (Mr.  Creevey),  of  the  motincr  in  which  a  grant  to 
the  £nst-lndia  Company  had   been  passed  through   the 
.House,  he  would  tuke  that  opportunity  of  answering  it.— 
He  said  that  Bill  had  been  in  the  House  from  the  11th  of 
.  MnvtotheI4th  of  June;  and  upon  the  third  reading,  when 
-the  honourable  gentleman  stated,and  a  noble  Lord  (Folkes- 
tone) joined  him  in  that  statement,  that  it  was  previous  to 
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the  itflaal  hour  for  discassing  public  harinesR,  and  that  there 
was  not  a  sufficient  House,  so  far  from  that'being  the  ease, 
he  would  say  that  a  good  deal  of  public  business  had  been 
that  night  previously  discussed,  and  in  particular  a  discus-^ 
ston  on  the  subject  of  assessed  taxes  took  place,  in  which 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  a  number  ofx^their 
members,  spoke  at  considerable  length. 

L»rd  Archibald  Hamilton  spoke  against  the  condiict  tit 
India. 

Sir  John  AnHruthcr  observed,  that  considerable  injury 
was  occasioned  by  the  propagation  of  speeches  made  by 
members  of  that  House,  before  the  full  explanation  of  the 
particular  transactions  had  taken  place.  He.was  ready,  on 
ois  part,  to  bear  testimony  to  the  great  talents,  firmness, 
and  zeal,  of  Sir  George  Barlow,  for  his  conduct  on  the 
late  events  in  India;  and  was  ready  to  assert  that  no  one 
act  of  his  could  be  construed  into  a  cause  of  the  mutiny .-m. 
It  had  been  stated,  that  the  jurors  who  were  employed  cm 
the  latcf  trials  at  Madras,  had  been  punished  for  their  con* 
duct  as  jurors.  That  he  denied  in  the  most  unqualified 
manner;  butitwas  not  admitted  by  that  Government,  that itw 
demnity  should  attach  to  improper  conduct,  merely  because 
the  persops  guilty,  of  it  had  served  on  these  juries.  With 
respect  to  the  power  of  dismissing  officers  of  the  army,Jt 
was  a  power  which  Sir  George  Barlow  had  certainly  exer* 
ci$ed,,but  with  wisdom  and  discretion.  If  the  power  of 
dismissing  officers  without  trial  was  taken  away  firom  the 
Executive,  no  military  system  could  stand  upon  such  prin- 
ciples.' 

Sir  Htnrjf  Montgomery^  after  a  very  animated  panes^jN 
ric  on  the  services  of  General  M'Dowal,  and  the  Maoras 
army,  contended,  that  to  Sir  George  Barlow^s  conduct  the 
mutiny  was  to  be  attributed.  He  it  was  who  had  created 
it — {Hrarl  Afar!)— and  instead  of  getting  credit  for  its 
suppression,  ought  to  be  responsible  for  its  existence  and 
consequences.  The  original  cause  of  the  mutiny  was  the 
suspension  of  Golonel  Capper  and  Major  Boles;  and  when 
the  army  saw  that  those  who  had  respectfully  stated  their 
claims,  by  .memorial,  to  the  Government,  were  thrown  into 
prison,  the  rest  stood  upon  their  defence  with  the  point  of 
the  bayonet.  He  was  aware  that  improper  memorials  bad 
been  transmitted  by  iiUdisposed  persons;  but  the  army  was 
not  to  Hufter  Tor  their  crimes,  particularly  when  not  a  single 
officer  had  signed  them. 
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Mr.  Orinfell  said  a  few  words  in  so  low  a  lone  as  to  be 
scarcely  audible  in  the  gallery. 

Afy^.  Astell  observed,  tlicit  all  the  charges  made  against 
the  £ast4ndia  Direfnory,  would  be  best  Answered  by  a  re- 
ference to  the  records  on  the  table.  With  respect  to  the 
ex|)ectations^  that  *the  urroy  would  have  acquiesced  intlie 
decision  of  Lord  Minlo^  he  begged  leave  to  say  that  the 
Madras  army  did  not  shew  any  dis{X}sition  to  submir,  until 
they  found  themselves  disappointed  in  their  main  stay, 
namely,  the  disaffection  of  the  native  troops. 

Mr,  Cr^frry  denied  the  justness  of  the  charge  of  taking 
any  unfair  course  in  submitting  the  present  motions.  Nei- 
tlier  could  he  admit  the  imputation  of  having  attributed 
improperly  any  charge  against  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman (Mr.  Dundas))  for  carryii>g  thro\igh  the  House  a 
very  serious  Bill  iii  a  clandestine  manner.  He  then  re- 
peated what  he  before  snid^  that  the  Bill  which  granted  one 
million  and  a  half  to  the  East-fridia  Company,  tras  car- 
ried ]ast  session  through  the  House,  on  every  stage  of  it, 
save  the  last,  in  the  dead  of  the  night — when  the  members 
were  exhausted ;  and  that  on  the  last  stage  it  was,  at  an  un- 
usually early  hour,  introduced  to  an  audience  brought  toge- 
ther by  previous  notice. 

Mr,  IfoTi^th  deprecated  the  statement  that  80,000  men, 
virho  had  so  gloriously  extended  the  territory  and  interests 
of  the.country  in  India,  were  only  induced  to  submission 
by  the  fidelity  of  th.e  native  troops.  Such  had  been  the 
statement  of  the  Chairman  of  the  East-India  Company.-^ 
Could  any  man  who  knew  India  make  such  a  mischievous 
declaration  ? 

The  several  motions  were  then  put  and  carried. 

*  CRIMINAL   LAW. 

Sir  Samuel  I^onnlfy  stated,  that  from  the  indisposiiion  of 
the  Secietary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department/  it  was  his 
intention  to  postpone  for  a  short  time  thatjpart  of  bis  intended 
measure  of  improvement  in  the  Criminal  Code,  whjch  related 
to  tiaDsportatioD.  He  wished  then  to  know,  whether  any 
exportation  of  convicts,  particularly  of  female  convicts,  was 
intended  ? 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  answered,  that  a  vessel 
with  Gonyit^  had  either  sailed,  or  was  expected  daily  td 
saiL 
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Sir  Smnuel  R$mi^y  under  tbe  impiesaion,  ibfuLetery  man 
was  bound  to  use  the  means  in  bis  power  to  amdiomte  tbe 
coaditioiiy  and  increase  the  happiness  of  society^  declared 
his  determinaiiofi  to  penefcse  ia  bis  object  for  the  improve- 
mcnt  of  our  Criminal  CSode. 

He  QMicladed  with  rnoyiag  for  kaw  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for 
npcaling  so  much  of  an  Act  of  King  William  as  rendered 
^  stealinff  in  a  d  weliin^-bouse,  shop  or  wajdionse)  to  the 
^aloeonive  shillings,  tekmy  without  benefit  of  Cleri^y.* 

The  ChoMceltar  y^tke  Exchequer  said,  he  had  eycxy  dM- 
position  not  only'  to  do  justice  to  the  candour  and 
utfwledgie  of  his  honourable  and  learned  friend,  but  also 
to  acknowledge  the  force  of  (hose  arguments  which  he  had 
brought  formid  in  support  of  his  Motion.  He  had'  no 
doubt  whatever  in  his  own  mind,  that  his  honourable  and 
learned  friend  had,  in  introducing  again  to  the  attention  of 
|be  House  a  propositiba  on  which  so  rouc^  diifereoce  of 
opinion  had  ali^y  existed,  and  to  which  such  strong  ob- 
jectioBs  had  been  made,  acted  under  a  fieeling  of  imperative 
duty,  and  conscientious  obligation.  While  he  was  ready  ta 
allow  this,  he  could  not  at  tl^  same  time  refrain  from  saying, 
that  he  bdieved  there  was  some  little  prejudice,^  easily,  per- 
hapsy  aceouiited  for,  evident  from  tiie  statements  of  the 
(ononrable  mov«r«-T  When  be  expatiated  on  tlie  benefit 
derived  to  the  public  from  the  operation  of  that  repeal  of  an 
act  for  making  the  ofieilcc  of  stealing  on  the  person,  which 
iiad  been  adopted  iome  time  ago,  at  his  suggestion,  he  (Mr. 
jPaioeval>  was  persuaded  that  from  a  natural  and  excusable 
|MirtiaUtv,  he  bad  taken  that  for  proof  which  was  not  suiS« 
.dently  dfecisive  of  the  question.  iJc  was  not  himself  satisfied 
;tfiat,  because  the  number  of  convictions  had  beendiminished, 
4hercfore  the  number  of  offences  had  decreased.  But  at  pre* 
isent^  although  he  was  apprehensive  that  a  general  principle 
inight  be  pushed  too  far,  he  was  not  inclinra  to  oppose  the 
W)#lion  ofhis  honourable  friend. 

Sir  Samuel  Btmnllj/t  disclaimed  entertaining  any  other 
lieltef  in  the  efficacy  of  the  law  of  which  he  had  been  the 
antbor,  than  was  warranted  by  what  he  considered  conclusive 
and  sattsfiictory  proof.  Wlmt  he  chiefly  rdlied  on  was  this 
eircHmstance,  that  of  the  persons  tried,  a  greater  number  had 
jbecn  convicted. 

The  Sdiciior^General,  though  he  would  not  oppose  tbe 
anotiofl  of  the  honourable  and  learned  gentlemen,  yet  he  in* 
;liend.cd  to  reserve  himself  for  expressing  his  objections  on  a 
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future  siagR  of  his  piywrwUng*  He  was  oonfinned  in  the 
opinioos  he  eatertaioed,  b^  the  experience  of  those  most 
conversaat  ivith  the.admiiustration  of  the  criminal  laws. 

Sir  Sl  Hovnlfi/  then  submitted  a  motion  for  leaye  to  bring 
iffi  two  Bills,'  the  fitst  to  repeal  so  much  of  an  Act  of  Anne 
as  took  the  benefit  of  Clergy  from  the  o&nce  of  stealing,  to 
the  amount  of  Ibrtj  shilliiigs  in  a  dwelling-house;  and  the, 
second  io  repcfil  the  Act  of  34th  Geo.  IL  for  making  theft 
to  the  safme  amount  on  any  navigable  canal  capital. 

Adjpunied. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

FkIdAY,  FEBRUARY  82. 

'  '  ' 

On  Lord  Cltmturry'B  Divorce  Bill,  B(r.  Dampicr 
appeared  as  Gjunsel  for  Lord  Qonciirry,  and  Bfr.  Grarrow 
for  Lady  Cloncarry.  The  Earl  of  Mount  Cashel,  one  df^e, 
witnesses  called;  who  was  present  at  the  marrii^e  in  Italy, 
being  a  Peer  of  Ireland,  was  examined  at  the  table,  and  a 
chair  placed  foe  his  lordship.  The  Rev.  Mir.  Bargess,  who 
was  travdling  witti  the  Duchess  of  Cumberland^  ga  veevidence 
of  his  poforming  the  marriage  ceremony  according  .to'the 
rites,  of  the  Choidi  of  England.  Other  witnesses  were: 
calfed'to  pcore  »  odminal  intercourse  at  Lyons,  in  Ireland^^ 
Loud  Cteficuff^rV'Seaty  and  at  Dublin,  between  Lady  Clou* 
canjaMud  Sir  Jfmn  Piers.* '  Further  proceeding  on  Rfondi^* 

Mn  Gnakomf  Inspector  of  Convicts,  presented  the  report, 
of  the  state  of  the  Convicts  in  the  Thames  and  .Midway, 
which  was  oideied  to  lie  on  the  table. 

APPEAtS. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  referred  to  the  notice  he  gave  last 
Session,  res^pecting  the  state  of  the  Appeals  before  the^Hoji^, 
aad  stated  it>to  be  his  intention,  in  tne  course  of  i»ext  week), 
to  submit  a  motion  to  the  House,  for  the  {>ttrpose^of  institu* 
ting  an  inquiiy  respecting  the  practica|h|ility  of  adopting-  a 
speedier  course  of  nearin^  and  determining  Appeals.  He 
coDoeived  the  most  expedient  cootse  would  be  to  institute  an 
inqniry  in  the  first  instance,  as  it  must  become  an  object  of. 
consideration,  how  far  the  attention  of  the  person  who  might 
happen  to  preside  in  the  House,  could  without  public  in- 
convenience be  withdrawn  from  another  Court. 

Vol.  II.— 1811.  O      ^ 
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Lord mcrnUle  ^iiikA;{Ui'ft\iM  Wl*ri  fetiHd  mord  cmivfei 
nienttbat  the  Bill  tdsjpfcefihg  Wife  ^Jennhy  of  deAtTi  IniW 
R<irchi)e  Isx^^  sHbiild  be  pitseniMl  tb  thb  House  ih  the  tirsC 
ihslatice,  anfl  IF  theit  LbKfcliitJs  pleased  to'^lve  it  a  stcoriil' 
itadlng,  it  riiJjrht  theh  be  comixlittecl  lo  the  mtd  CotnmUtee 
orl^itiailv  pfh'poscd  fbv  revision,  instead  of  t!ie  subject  Bfeirtft] 
ref&rcd*&i  th;tt  Ct>ninut(e<i  previous  lo  the  Bill  being  brod^ht' 
in.  His  Lbhlslup  accordihgiy  prtscttted  U  BlK  for  Tcdacmg^ 
into  one  Act  the  clauses  in  Acts  relating  to  the  R^Vehne, 
and  by  which  the  penalty  of  death  is  imposed  for  oflGences 
in  breach  of,  or  in  resistance  to,  the  Revenue  Laws,  and 
which  he  stated  to  be  ik  tmhscript  of  the  Bill  brought  in  last 
Session,  which  had  been  already  printed. — The  Bill  was  read 
a  first  time,  andotderetl  t6b(^  h^a  ^dcohdtime  on  Monday. 

'^'rl  Groiv^mr  gave  notice  of  bis  intenlion  to  make  a 
xt^oh  sqob^  for  abolisbihg  the  practice  of  granting  Offices 
ih  Rcversipa,"  with  the  Vicw.of  ihaking,  the  abolition  a  per-  . 
mancnt  measqre. . . 

Eitrl  Xfrantmr,  b«ing  on  tm  tagis  th^iwlit  it  right  i» 
advert  to  a  r^rt  which  iMM^abroad,  r^la#ii  (oa  ^tson  of 
the  nanle  of  Coltirte,  stat««  <o  bb!<d«tiiiiied*«tai  (^oldbatl^ 
fields  prisoti,  tmd^T^^  wa'rrtilhtf  M^gA  hy'the^  noble  onirl 
oppbsit^  (&H  of  Livx^rpocib)  lieodtd  nifM^'mt^ti'^to^niy 
lA^eti  <up^d>lhiii  subject 5 'TYif  U  'bitti,  h^Jiirid^siiliM^^lniiidy 
becM  taken  bp  in  anoaicr*|>hijd' ;  hc^oould  iibt>bclp,  hotrdtety 
observing,  that  the  circttw^ail^^  d&  OHkbsA^'^Mtfi  wt^  ei> 
Iraordinary,  and  that  it  was  sip<nilar  this  person  had  been 
detained  for  so  long  a  period,  wfuiout  eitlicr  being  brought 
tir4HftV;0T«Ait'eH!f'ofthecoWifiT*'y;»  .'  ^     -''"'    '^ 

'The ^Earl 'of- fXverpff^l  ihkh^ht  it  o*ly  tti*««arj' <o  ^y; 
ihkt  it  imt^iifiSt  «MV  by  ^th«^  ^^^^  iff  If)^  flMs(?  of  G^dtomoM* 
thtitii^^ret  y;^mi{LUt^^'^d  bi^ii  appditiml 'M  f'hVesttgAtef 
the»irc?arn^tirff!cti  of  Ihis  tmnstt^.ikrfi ;  nnd  k^  w<»«sAtisfii*a 
it  Uonld^p^r;  ftV^v  the  re»tilt  »f  lliat  investigatio/n,  \\m 
th^  {?6iidaeifc  trftft/vommrtil,  in  this  injJlanoe,  hjKl  been  per- 
fectly  tight  ahd  jusCifiabte. 

INFORMATIONS    KX   0H1CI0. 

Lord  IloUand gave  notice  of  his  motion  for  the  number 
and  nature  of  informations  ^.r  officio^  filed  in  the  Court  of 
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Kind's  Bench:  for  libel  for  Momlay  se^nnight.    He  ihevefore 
moved  thi|t  the  Loids  be  summonec}  for  that  da j ;  not,  how* 
ever,  with  the' expectation  thai  bia  rootion  wou'i  produce  - 
4]ebBte  or  excite  oppofiUion. 

ISLES   OF   FRANCE    fND    BOUR}iOl)r. 

27ie  Earl  af  Lauderdale^  ivUli  reference- to  the  late  conquest 
in  the  East  Indies/whicb  be  considered  of  great  importanpe, 
-observed  that  it  appeared  by  the  letter  of  General  Abrr- 
crombtei  tbat  Mr.*  Farquhar,  a  servant  of  the  Com  pan/,  liad 
b^n  appointed  Governor  of  the  Isle  of  France,  and  it  evi« 
4entljr  appeared  from  what  w^s  stated  bjr  that  General  ifi 
bis  dispatch,  that  he  unwillingly  conceded  to  this  appoiht- 
jnenl.  He  wished,  therefore,  to  know  whether  the  Isle  of 
France  was  io  be  considered  aa  the  King'iB  or  Company^s 
colony,  the  dtfierence  in  the  conduct  and  management  of 
the  King's  and  Company's  colonies  was  sp  strongly  against 
the  latter,  that  if  he  did  not  reqeive  a  satisfactory  answer  on 
this  point,  he  must  bring  the  subject  before  the  House. 

The  £iWo/Lfcerj9o6/saidthathfthadnodifficnlty  instating 
that  a  decision  bad  been  taken  upon  this  point,  and  that  H 
was  determined  tbat  the  Islands  of  Mauritius  and  Bourbon 
should  both  become  the  King's  colonies,  the  Governor  to  act 
under  commissions  from  the  Prince  Regent,  and  that  those 
islands  would  be  as  much  under  the  control  and  discretion 
dof  the  Crown  as  any  other  of  his  Majesty's  Golonics  in  th^ 
West  Indies  or  ekewhere. 

IRISH  cracuLAu  lbttjsu, 

.  The  Mofquis  of  JaonsdQ^nc  rpse,  and  called  the  attention 
.^th^ir  LprusbiiKto'the  cpntents  of  the  two  If^tters  of  Mr. 
S^retery  \V»  W.  Pole,  an^  Mr.  Edward  IJny,  Secretary  to 
the  Committers  of  the  IrisJi  Catbolias.  Ix  wa^  noi.  his  inteur 
tion  to  carry  his  observations  beyond  what  Has  immalinfely 
connected  with  those  letters.  The  ciriculnr  letter  of  Mr. 
Pole,  tfiey  had  been  already  informed  by  IVlinister.v,  did  not 
emanate  from  thie  Ministers,  nor  from  the  iliust clous  Person  in 
whose  hands  the  supreme,  authority  had  i)eeii  recently 
lodged,  but  frpm  the  Irish  Government  nione :  aiul  emanating 
from  them  under  circumstances,  as  he  uiulerstood,  which  sa« 
tiefied  the  noUc  U)k1$  opposite  of  their  di!»crKion  in  resort- 
ing  to  such  means,  and  tqat  there  was  not  timpsnfficient  to 
9iake  {Communications  tp  the  Government  liere,  he  cer« 
taMly  expectedf  that  wheiji  be  read  the  letter  of  Mr.  Hay,  be 
sbottld  sttf}  A  rea^pn  &r  the  measuri^  \  but  b^e  h»  was  disap» 
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{MHii<ed.  But  what  could  Ministen  say  for  the  lapse  of  no 
less  than  fort j-three  dajs  from  the  period  of  the  publicatioa 
of  Mr.  Ha^^fii  circular  to  that  of  Mr.  W.  Bole?  and  yet  up 
to  the  receipt  of  Mr.  W.Pole's  dispatches,  they  lemainea 
ignorant  of  the  necessity  of  having  recourse  U>  any  such 
measure.  .  Was  tliat  letter  of  Hay's,  then,  to  be  considered 
as  the  real  oause  or  not  ?  If  it  ivore  so,  it  should  seem  to 
have  required  more  immediate  action.  Was  he  to  believe 
that  all  the  time,  from  the  1st  of  January  to  the  13th  of  Fe* 
.brupry,  passed  without  any  attempt  by  the  Government,  to 
ascertain  what  was  the  temper  of  the  Catholics  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  whether  they  might  not  be  dissuaded  from  assem^ 
bling  as  proposed  ?  He  could  not  see  how^  under  all  thg 
circumstances  of  so  laige  and  respectable  (and  he  yet  trusted, 
a  peaceable)  body  like  the  Catholics  of  Ireland,  the  Govern^ 
meiit  could  be  justified  in  calling  out  against  them  a  law 
which  had  been  perpetually  violated'  during  thirteen  years, 
4u  it  was  in  the  instances  of  the  present  Committee  atDublin, 
and  of  the  Orange  Lodge  there;  and  directing  powers 
against  them,  that  had  not  for  so  long  a  time  been  acted 
upon.  Would  it  not  have  been  a  fairer  course  towards  a 
body  of  men,  especially  so  situated,  profisssing  as  they  did  a 
wish  not  to  violate  the  law,  to  have  given  tbcm  some  earliet 
information  of  the  necessity  of  their  acting  strictly  accord* 
in^  to  the  law  of  the  land ;  and  not  all  at  once,  and  by  sur-r 
prise,  to  arm  the  law  against  them  ?  He  was  sure,  that  if 
any  such  communication  was  made,  it  ought  to  be  produced* 
If,  contrary  to  the  opinion  he  entertained  of  the  Catholics, 
there  did  exist  what  had  been  stated  to  be  a  plan  for.a  sys- 
tematic violation  of  the  law,  and  the  establishment  of  a  per? 
manent  assembly  of  so  large  a  number  of  delegates,  he  should 
be  the  last  to  be  their  advocate,  or  to  cast  censures  on  tho 
King's  Government :  but  did  that  appear  from  the  letter  be- 
fore them  ?  He  only  saw  a  proposal  tor  a  delegation  to  frame 
a  petition  to  Parliament  on  certain  subjects.  If  there  were 
otner  views,  they  must  have  been  ascertained ;  but  from 
what  he  trusted  would  be  seen  of  the  Catholics,  if  proper  in- 
formation were  laid  l)efore  them,  that  would  .not  appear  to 
be  the  case.  Persuaded  as  he  was  that  no  proper  previous 
opportunity  had  been  taken,  and  convinced  that  it  most  have 
been  inost  grateful  to  his  royal  highness  the  Prince  Regeqt 
to  have  adopted  a  different  conrse,  he  must  ask  for  the  pro- 
duction of  further  information.  If  was  his  decided  opinion, 
that  the  Prince  ELegent,  especially  in  the  preaent  circam- 
fitfinces  pf^ffiiiri,  ought  to  hold  the  reins  of  government  with 
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«  fiila  and  ^meigetie  banfl ;  bat  it  fermed  119  p^  of  tlmt  le^ 
quiritefinuftCH,  toTeject  the  means  of  kiiidness  and  of  couch 
'  liatioa.  It  was  ndt  by  a  raffa^  Tlolent,  and  intempemte 
<exerc]fleof  power,  that  a  ^vermnent  could  be  best  main* 
tained.  No  reasons  wore  affocdod  bim^  that  iitducad  him  to 
think  that,  Kicfa  eoncHintory  attempts  had  been  made.  If 
the  noble'  Bart  consented  to  produce  .fiurther  information, 
but  desired)  for  reasons  of  public  convenience,  to  send  it  be* 
^re  a  Secret  Committee,  he  should  make  no  objectim.  Tlic 
noble  Maiquis  then  moved  foftiie  .prodncUon  of  copies  of 
aU  Slick  dispatches^s  related  to  Ibis  subject,  from  and  toliie 
liord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland* 

,  The  Earl  of  Liperpool  rose,  and  stated  that  he  felt  it  fo 
be  his  duty  to  oppose  the  present  motion,  because  no  sufll* 
<;ieBt  gNMUids  liacl  been  shewn  for  agreeing  to  it ;  and  be- 
isause  the  in£brmatioii  already  on  the  table,  was  quite  suffi- 
i;i€Bt  to  answer  ibe  object  of  the  motion  made  by  tlie  noble 
Jjord  the  other  night  (£arl  of  Moira).  That  noUe  hofnVs 
motioQ  was  iponfin^  io  the  production  of  asingle  document, 
/and  the  letter  of  Mr.  Hay  was  produced  in  consequence  of  a 
motion  of  his  own  ( Earl  of  L/s)*  He  felt  much  dilBculty  at 
the  present  moment  in  giving  farther  information :  but  he 
bad  given  them  a  positive  record,  which  proved  the  delibe- 
rate attempt  at  tiie  violation  of  law,  and  was  incoosisleiii 
ivith  a  due  regard  to  the  public  tranquillity.  He  had  bem 
mistaken  when  it  was  said,  that  the  body  of  the  Gatholios 
nieditated  a  systematic  vkilatiori.  He  meant  no  sudt  thing 
against  that  numerous  and  respectable  body ;  and  he  was 
sure  that  the  measures  intended  were  as  much  against  the 
^enseof  themoGSt  respectable  part  of  the  body  of  the  Catho« 
lies,  as  they  were  against  that  of  the  Protestants,  and  they 
deprecated  the  adoption  of  them  equally.  He  believed,,  in 
jbis  conscience,  that  the  majority  of  the  Catholic  body  were 
tpyal  and  well  affected  to  the  connection  with  Enghmd,  and 
tliat  they  did  not  desire  to  be  represented  in  the  way  pro* 
posedy  by  a  few  of  theJr  number.  When  he  spoke  of  ^^  sys- 
tematic attempts,"  he  never  meant — but  he  would  repel-*— 
the  application  of  it  to  the  body  of  the  Catholics,  (liear!) 
As  to  the  case  of  tlie  present  Committee  sitting  in  Dublin, 
being  also  a  violation  of  the  law,  he  would  not  enter  into 
the  question,  whether  it  had  been  wise  or  not|  to  allow  that 
sitting  ;  but  whether  wise  or  unwise,  be  could  not  perceive 
that  it  was  wise  io  overlook  the  attempt  to  carry  such  a  meet* 
ing  to  so  great  and  undefined  an  extent,  and  assuming,  as  it 
irooM,  9  now  character.     Were  his  opinions  favourable  to 


tfad  MaV  ravpTal  of.  Alieiaxminiiig  dbabili^  to',whiofa>  the 
Cklholtcs  were  aUbjeef,  he  should  still  enif rtata  his  present 
tfentifiieBts  oft  thU  paftiouiar  subject,  indeed^  there  ivos  no 
•^mter-gricTance  fur  (he  Catholics,  thsm  the  eziatenceof 
Bueh  hliQdjr,  professing  to  be  the  representatives  of  all  the 
'  Catholics.  There  luid  been  no  attempt  made  to  prevent  the 
light  of^petitioniag,  aocoidiog  tu  the  forms  of  the  Constitu* 
tton  :  but  the  very  usage  of  their  Lordships*  House  forbade 
the  raoetvinjf- of  petitions  except  from  individual  subscribing 
for'dunnsolvos,  or  from  bodies  which  had  a  legal  corporate 
cxistenoe.  An  instance  of  this  sort  had,  even  necently^  c^« 
curied,  in  tliecaseof  a  petition  professing  to  come  from  the 
:ljord*lk[ajM>r  arid  'the  Livery,  of  the  City  of  London.  The 
petitions  intended  to  be  presented  by  the  Catholics  had  been 
^ready  prepared  and  agreed  to,  and  therefore  there  was  no 
l^und  for  meeting  on  thai  subject.  Considerable  incenve* 
ntences  night  accrue  from  the  production  of  fkrther  papeis* 
He  was  not  aurare  that  any  faKlier  information  was  at  all  ne- 
cessary. The  letter  on  the  tal)le  shewed  clearly  the  in- 
teation  to  violate  the  laws,  and  expose  to  danger  the  public 
toanqnillity.  *i  ^ 

Earl  Grosvemr  thoiight  it  right  to  keep  clear  of  the 
0ierit6  of  tlie  qMcstion  on  which  these  proceedings  had 
occurred  ;  and  thought  tlfe  only  question  before  them  was, 
whether  the  strong  steps  now  taken  by  the  Irish  Government 
ccmid  be  justified,     it  was  certainly  possible  that  they 
jDiight;  but  there  was  nothing  on  their  table  to  prove  it, 
and  they  could  not  come  to  such  a  conclusion  without  the  ad* 
vantage  of  fiirther  particulars  of  information.     Notwith- 
standing the  recent  asserlions  of  the  friends  of  Ministers, 
and  the  statements  so  often  made  iti  some  of  the  public 
prints,  supposed  ijo  speak  the  sentiments  of  Govevnment, 
'  (whether  truly  or  not,  he  could  not  tell)  that  Ireland  was  in 
a  state  of  perfoct  tranquillity,  the  publication  of  this  stroog 
and  irritating  letter  shewed  that  Ireland  ^vas  very  far  from 
being  in  such  a  situation.     (llcar\)    After  a  lapse  of 
eighteen  years,  be  should  have  considered  the  Convention 
Act,  passed  at  a  disturbed  period,. as  obsolete.    At  that 
time.  Acts  of  considerable  strictness  were  passed  in  this 
country,  and  which  he  believed  were  justified  by  circum- 
atances :  yet  they  were  done  away  here,  and  he  should 
think  that  the  same  should  have  taken  place  in  Ireland. 
As  ours   were  repealed,   he  supposed  that   theirs  would 
also  have  bem  repealed  by  the  Irish  Parliament*  had  it 
continued.    It  was  carious  that  Miaisteis  Aould  hove  bo 
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lul«wbdff6  of  tlie  fubiBOt^  wiran  ttey  tfint.hwrls  .UdImt; 
timt  tli0  letter  of  Mr.  HaV  had  bMi  wiittM  for :fi*&4meka^ 
It/wBt  onriotift^hat  Bfr*  FKIe  J&ft  tbi»  coualrjionl!^  on  th^ 
5d  of  FAtubtj^  and  ira»  not  iastructad'  in  any  ncipebt  onr 
tins  pbifit;^  bat  iaiinodiatol|r  oacirrivin^tib  uelajnl^  pub* 
)i$bed  Ibis  Idtttr  \ntboiit  any  comMiMcatM  farith  tfaot 
Guf^iameat  tilers.  0040111  ht  suppoae  ibbt  ihtyi  ihoilglit^ 
lliat'if  a  eommvaicatkni  baia  bete  madaiftein^i^tUPrioln^ 
Regent  mi^t  bav«.tt|o«jlpht  a  diffisnhii  comsrmAvefxbpB^i 
to  pUBoe*  '  He  sart^no  p^^oond  to  excHt  additieaal  alarms^ 
eaMeptat'to  the  addhba  16  the  nunifatoiof  thf  mcetinj^a 
That  iifa  not'gieot,  o^ntparisd 'wilh:  the  kmniHerti  ofibe) 
Gatboiioi,  and  ^faa  not  a  snffieieat  ^Mkindl '  tiAcht  aloae*'  'jilf 
nniit  itbeitfoits  be  coupled  mlh  circaautaneeb  wbibb'^visif 
not  tit:  bA  disolofied  to  them*  W>betber  tM  Irish'  Q&9fimn 
mcqtiwme*^ht  or  not  iaiMh « a  nMasase^  tltey .  aippeandf 
wfeenii^W'iiot  making  a  oofmaimieation  pteebutlyv  Vbh 
noUe  Secieiarf  of  Steteooald  noti'Jietbbught^  Imwcjwmf 
otgectibn  to  give  ioforroation  taa  Secret  Ooosmitbie.  •  ' 

Lord  GftmMk  said^  that  the  (Secieltojr  oi  aMebad' 
posted  Qwcr  the  ttroDcpoMts  of  dm  aMe  teid  eloquent  speeeb; 
of  bur  nobk  firi^tad*  What  was  ibieftj  vn^od,  lie  pntoently" 
left  out*  in  expeessi^g  hm  (KsapptobaAion  \sf  thfe  inteaiL^ 
pctaale  act,  tet  bim  not  (Lotod  Grenrilk)  be  held  as  a  pertoip 
vilor*wdilld  ^aoteiamce  tlie  rMatioh  4f  the  kiwe.  On  thei 
6tiaUaxj'i^  he  tnmU  »i  ways  do  his  ntomst  16  ea^ote  ebediei^je 
tattib'Jarw,  c  'and.if  it  could  beshewn  that  tbis  measure  was 
tfaeonty,  or  the  leady^  and  natanA  mode  of  pseveatioa  o£ 
anindawfulaleeting^  he  sboald  agree  to  it.  Bat  as  fiur  aa 
bfe'aaa  as  yet  iaibniled,  Ue  saw  ndt  the  slightest  grouad  foU 
tM  character  and  temper  of  this  proceeding,  whioh  -wa?' 
obooxioab  to  .Jbhe  c^nsare  of  all  ooiuiderale  and  impartiat. 
dite>'.  This  letter  did  not  sliew  to  whom  it  was  adJroaed- 
oractiti  Whom  did  thetiobk  Earl  mran  to  say  it  was  sent* 
to  I  To  all  the  Gaitbolsos  of  Ireland  ?  Or  to  what  particular 
peiaoRS  ?  Would  be  profess  igooranoe  on  that  bead  I  If 
ignbrant,  in  what  a  light  did  the  Government  stand  before 
ihek  Locdships  and  the  country  ?  It  was  of  much  im- 
poHance  to  know  who  they  were  to  whom  this  kttcr  .was 
sent ;  for  be  would  admit,  that  if  so  large  a  meetjog  were 
asseitibkdby'delegatioDt  contrary  to  Uw,  and  for  undefined 
purposes,  it  would  be  dangerous  to  the  i>ublic  peace* 
iHtarl)  There  was  nothing  satislkctory  in  the  letter* 
Tbef  seemed  to  think  that  Ihey  were  not  vioktbig  tJie  kws ; 
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mil  tiieiefbre  tbe  Miniittrs  were  bound  in  jostiee  to  hj  tbc; 
fn^nnds  before  Fariiament,  and  the  names  or  descriptiobi^ 
of  those  to  irhom  it  was  sent*  There  .were  other  pointa  of 
jet  higher  importance.  They  weref  io  jodge  t>f  tne  lin»e^ 
the  temper^  and  the  tone  of  this  Ifiittf  of  the  Irish  Secre*' 
tarj ;  and  above  all  of  the  time.  Thefr  recent  unforthnate^ 
debates  on  tbe  Rcfencj  question,  seemed  to  havte  pot  them 
out  nf  all  thoughts  tif  such  a  thiri^  as  a  ^yemment  Had 
the  Lord^Lacuienant's  Secrrtary  the  power  to  do  this  net 
without  consultinic  the  Km^r^^  commands^  or  tfaope  of  tbe' 
ii)u8trioo8  perstm  whitr  exercised  hie  authority  ?  The  letter 
could  not  DC  defended'  in  any  way  but  on  an  indispensflMe 
mgency,  unless  the  Ministers  were  prepared  to  maiBtaiiv 
that  the  Lord  Lieutenant ^s  Secretai*y  waflroctutiny  the  Regent 
of  Irdand'l  (Hear  J)  Let  their  Lordships  took  at.  the 
nature, of  the  Government  oflfebH|d«  Tiiere  TWire/m«i^  of 
them  who  must  know/  the  practice  of  that  Goverament.^ 
There  oui^ht  to  be  some  or  them  Xken  opfiosite  to  hhn^ 
Would  ibby  have  doncf  this  without  takiuji;^  the  King^S' 
oommsJBcb  ?  .  Such  was  the  constitution  of  that  suboidioate 
Govenimenty  that  thejf' coirid  do  no  moie  wkhout  consulta^ 
tion  with  the  Government  heie,  tiian  those  Ministers  ootdd 
without  the  authority:of  Ihe  Prince  Regent.  Such  was  the' 
ordinary  mode  of  business,  and  was  surely  particuhiiy 
necessary  io  be  attended  to  now.-  What  rif^ht  Jmd  they  Io 
suppose  that  the  Prince  Rec:cni  would  approve  of  the  act? 
they  had  but  one  answer  to  make,  and  that  was,  thatdie 
.matter  pa^saed  upon  them  so  suddenly  as  to  leave  no  tiihe 
fix*  commnnication.  He  had  anticipated  suck  an  answer*; 
but  the  fact  turned  out)  that  the  Irish  Catholic  SecretasyV 
letter  was  dated  January  the  1st.  In  <vrder  to  jadfcey  kt' 
them  say  how  the  interval  of  forty^three  da^j^s  had  been 
employed.  He  would  concede  much  f athcm,  if  they  could. 
aliew  that  it  was  employed  in  teinpemte  remonstrances,  such 
as  became  a  mild  and  benignant  government  Io  the  feelings 
of  men  smarting  undera  ])eculiar  sitimtion.  A  wise  goyem* 
ment  would  have  used  every  conciliatory  method;  and  if 
Ihat  had  failed,  tiiougli  even  then  he  should  have  oon- 
(Uinned  the  irritating  lone  which  might  Iiave  been  used  by  . 
an  otiended  government,  yet  necessity  might  have  arisen 
for  resorting  to  decisive  stc|)s.  At  present,  how  the  time 
was  employed,  he  was  utterly  ignorant  There  was  no 
necessity  for  this  step  without  the  Regent's  consent.  The 
great  point  was,  not  whether  the  law  shoukl  be  enforced^ 
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but  nffaether  the  mode  was  such  as  was  due  to  the  di^itj 
bf  the  Prince  Rc^nt,  io  the  peace  of  Ireland,  and  the 
established  forms  of  the  government.  There  was  a  general 
idea,  and  amohsr  the  worst  si^sof  the  tirocsy  that  them 
was  a  disposition  to  neglect  all  forms.  The  Constitution  could 
not  be  preserved  but  by  attention  to  forms.  Re  was  old* 
fashioned  enough  toadmiTe  our  forms.  *  This  transaction 
was  agtiinst  all  rorms^  as  tlie  old  mode  would  have  been  by 
proclamation  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  in  Council.  Had  the 
Privy  Council  been  caUt*d,  there  had  not  been  issued  a 
paper,  eo  nomine^  against  the  pitiiolics.  All  communica- 
tion bad  been  withheld  from  the  Rodent,  and  no  proof 
given  of  any  concinating  pndeavours  of  the  GovemmeAt. 

7^e  Earl  of  Ross  thought  it  probable  that  the  Irish 
Government  had  resorted  to  measures  oH  conciliation  before 
iasuin;^  the  circular  letter.     Tlic  letter  of  Mr.  Hay  was,  it" 
ivas  true,  dated  the  first  of  January  ;  but  it  did  not  appear 
that  it  was  circulated  on  that  day ;  it  was  probable  that  it 
tvas  riot  circulated   for  some  days  aRerwards,  and   then, 
perhaps,  privately,  so  tiiatsome  time  would  eta psei  b(*fore 
Government  would  be  apprised  of  it.    It  nhouUi  also  be 
borne  in  mind,  that  at  the  meetinj^  of  the  Catholic  Com* 
tnittee  on  the  2i\  of  February,  a  motion  was  made  to  rescind 
the' Resolution  for  circulatihg  this  iHter,  on  which,  on  a 
division,  the  numbers  were*-^for  it  14,  ami  auninnt  It  94  ; 
but  the  votes  of  those  who  had  l)ecu  delegnled  from  -the 
counties  having  been  objixiteil  to,  they  were  taken  from  the 
S4,  and  the  numbers  then  were  15  to  14  against  the  motion, 
which  'was  only  lost^  therefore,  by  a  |Qajority  of  one.     This 
being  the  case,  it  might  besup[)osed  by  Government,  that  a 
measure  carried  by  so  small  a  ronjorit  v,  would  not  be  per- 
sisted in,  and  they  might  thus  be  intfuccd  to  delay  till  the 
last  moment  resorting  to  any  harsh  proceeding.     He  wished 
it,  however,  to  be  understcx>d,  that  be  did' not  spr^ak  upon 
this  subject  with   npy  k^iowledge  of  the  proceetihigs  of 
Government,   but  m«*rely  presuming  -what  their  conduct 
might  have  been.     That  the  Convention  of  delegates  wis  io 
be  assembled  for  other  |)urpos(*s  than  those  of  petitioning, 
was  evident  from  thepanigraph  in  Mr.  Hay's  letttT,  stating 
the  wish  that  the  managers  from   the  counties  mi^^ht  h6 
those  whose  avocations  rrqiiircd,  or  whose  leisure  permitted 
their  permanent  or  occasioiial  residence  in  Dublin.     It  was, 
besides,  certain  that  the  petition  to  Parliament  had  Ixfeii 
finally  agrecu  upon  at  the  nicettng  of  titc  Catholic  Oom« 

VoT>.  iI.--18U.  P    '  ' 
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nn^M  oil  the  9d  of  Feln-imry,  and  directed  to  be  trails^ 
fnitted  for  the  purpose  of  being  pmmted.  He  was  of 
opinion,  thai  the  Ix>rd  Lieutenant  of  Irehuid  %i^Miki  haw 
ckterved  to  be  iinpeAched  if  lie  bad  not  iifvd  every  excrtbn 
io  imi  down  a  Convention  of  dHcu^ates  tbm  ille^aHj  at* 
K^mpted  to  be  assemblcYl,  ami  by  the  asi«r(ihlitif^  of  whick 
ilie  public  peiiat  would  hnve  b(rn  si*rioiis1y  endangered. 

Jinri  Gronmofj  in  explnnalion,  admttted  that  tlie  as* 
semhlin^  of  a  Convention  of  *delrs^{itfs  would  liave  been 
dang^erous  to  the  public  |iearc;.afid  oi)wrved,  that  what  he 
meant  to  lay  tras,  that  ho  dansrer  wouhl  have  arisen  merely 
from  the  number  of  Guliolics  wlitch  it  was  proposed  to 
assemble. 

Lord  Holtand  observetl,  that  the  nobk^  EarVCRoss)  had 
supposed  that  measures  of  conciliation  had  been  resorted  to 
by  the  Irish  Ga\'(*rnment  previous  to  tssoin^  the  circulaf 
letter,  liut  what  they  wanted  was  the  [iroofs  upon  the  tabie. 
It  WAS  impossible  tv  take  tlie  sfatcmeaf  of  the  iKiblc  Earl, 
founded  upon  supposhions.  1^1  the  docuorients  be  latct 
upon  the  table,  to  shew  what  tiMt  conduct  of  the  Irish 
GovenimeJit  had  been.  U  was  whimsical  enough  that  the 
uoWe  Secretary  of  State  ailec^cd  the  Catholic  Committee  to 
consist  of  persons  who  did  not  sfieak  thesentiqftetits  of  the 
Catholics  of  Ireland,  whilbt  they  w<*re  held  out  by  the 
noble  Earl  (Ross)  as  the  or^an  of  the  Catholics,  to  which 
Goyeriiment  looked  as  regulating  their  movements.  How 
were  these  contratlictorv  statements  to  be  reconciled  ?  Like 
Sohia  iiri  the  old  play,  the  CatholiQ  Committee,  thus  buffc^ted 
about,  might  say,  '^  if  we  ave  not  the  Committee  of  the 
Catholics,  be  so  good  as  to  tell  us  what  we  are/'  It  was 
said  by  an  emiui*nt  n>an,  Mr.  Burke,  that  it  was  impossible 
to  draw  an  indictment  against  a  whole  nation  ;  but  the  Irish 
Government  seiMmxi  disposed  to  throw  a  whole,  or  three- 
fourths  of  a  nut  ion  into  guol.  A  noble  and  learned  Lord  ob 
a  former  nights  had  saht,  that  the  Convention  Act  was  oieiely 
a  ck^lttratory  Art ;  he  (*Lord  Holland)  was  afraid  it  was  so ; 
but  if  it  was,  ho  wished  to  be  inlormed,  whether  it  declared 
what  was  previously  the  common  law  of  Ireland,  and  if  so,, 
how  it  happened  that  there  was  snch  a  diffeience  between 
the  common  law  of  Ireland  and  the  common  lav  of  Eog<* 
lan<l,  wliere  such  wae  no  part  of  tlic  common  law* 

The  Earl  of  Ddndughmore  admitted  that  the  Cathiriic 
petition  was  agreed  U))on  on  the  '2A  of  Febttiary  at  the 
Cotholio  Committee;  but  it  remained  tobesi^Aed  by  lca» 
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gmtlemeQ  from  each  cooaty,  not  as   ikkgatcs,   bvt  io 

obviate  the  ofajectioo  made  oo  former  oocasioqn,  tk^t  the 

.peiiticNi  was  meielj  the  petition  of  the  men  of  Dablin.     If 

this  measure  of  the  Irish  Government  was  to  be  perratcd  to, 

this  modcof  signing  i  he  pel  it  ion  might  be  prevented,  and 

the  petition  thus  not  being  the  petition  approved <of  in  the 

manner  agreed  upon  by  the  Gommtttee,  their  Lordships 

mi^ht  have  the  satisfaction  of  hearing  no  mose  ^for  this 

•sessioa  of  the  Catholic  pethiom     His  Lonlship  took  a 

short  historical  review  of  the  proceedings  of  tlie  CatbotioS) 

.  for  the  parpose'of  sitewing  ho^v  much  they  had  been  mb* 

representetl*    Tlie  measure  now  resort^xl  to  by  tlie  irish 

Government  would  have  the  effect  of  still  further  opprossiog 

them,  inasmuch  as  it  phiced  the  means  of  oppression  againsf 

them  in  the  bands  of  every  petty  tymot  who  cfaosa  to 

exercise  it* 

The  motion  was  put  and  negatived  .—Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS- 
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3fr.  Wofd  said  he  rose  to  move  for  such  papers  as  might 
have  a  tendency  to  throw  light  on  a  late  meiisoit;  adapted 
in  Ireland.  Had  the  production  of  these.  Papers  been  con- 
ceded, be  should  have  felt  it  his  duty  to  have  abstained 
from  in  anywise  entering  upon  the  question ;  hut  as  stiis 
was  not  the  case,  he  conceived  it  necessary  to  say  a^few 
words,  \o  induce  the  House  to  accede  to  liis  motion.  The 
House  must  be  aware  of  the  nature  of  the  Convention  Act. 
Of  this  Act,  the  best  justification  that  can  he  offered  ^^ 
that  it  had  its  origin  in  bad  times ;  ant!  nothing  but  actital 
necessity  can  in  any  degree  justify  its  enforcement,  for  it  is 
calculated  to  Occasion  anxiety  uikI  irritation  on  every  oc- 
casion, when  attempted  lo  h*  put  in  force-  It  is  incumbent, 
therefore,  on  his  Majesty's  Ministers  to  make  wiX.  tlwrt  neces- 
sity  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  House.  He  was  not  disposed 
to  repose  any  great  share  of  confiJence  in  theaHmiarilniiion 
of  the  light  honourable  gtMitleman  u(  thehml  of  his  Ma- 
lesty's  Councils;  and  if  he  was  disposed  to  withliold  his 
coundcuce  from  hira  in  any  one  thing  more  than  another, 
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it  was  his  aciministfation  of  Ireland,  which  wns  conducted 
on  principles  oh  which  he  could  never  bestow  his  approba- 
tion.  >le  tbousrht  he  was  entitled  to  call  upon  (he  Ministry 
at  this  time  to  explain  the  motivis  by  which  they  were  in- 
duced to  ruramii^  <lie  Statiite-book  for  the  disfcovcry  of 
j)enttltiw  as^ainst  persons  who,  lipwever  much  their  con- 
duct might  be  wron^  in  one  paHicutar  instance,  had  sh«wn 
no  ^reneral  intention  of  vtolaUn^  (he  laws.  li  was  necessary 
to  shew  Uie  House  that  there  were  some  reasons  for  thus 

.  endangering  the  security  of  a  whole  kingdon^  It  was 
necessary  io  have  some  official  statement  which  might 
throw  light  upon  the  subjccf ,  and  serve  as  a  justi6cation  ; 
and  this  was  the  more  necessary,  when  it  was  considered 
^  that  the  very  last  measure  of  Ministers  in  that  House  was  to 
boast  of  the  tranquillity  of  I  reland.  TJie  pai^ers  which  were 
•  now  before  the  House,  and  which  were  intonJe.l  to  serve  as  a 
justification  of  the  conductof  (he  Government  of  FreLind, 
contained  nothing  that  could  in  any  way  throw  lii^hi  oii 
th^  measure*  All  that  could  be  lcanu*d  from  it  was,  that 
a  delegation  from  the  body  of  Catholics  in  Irelind  had 
la(ely  taken  place ;  but  that  delegation  was  by  no  means 
a  new  measure  :  it  had  subsisKxl  since  lh09  ;  and  the  mere 

>  fact  of  a  delegation  did  not  c(*rtainly  call  for  measures  of 
such  unexampled  severity — for  such  a  delegation,  if  con- 
fined •  to  its  proper  objects,  was  purely  in  every  resjiect  pre- 
ferable to  the  assembly  of  the  mob  of  the  country.  Ai|d 
supposing  that  this  delegation  was  of  un  impro|x?r  nature, 
which  wa^  by  ho  means  made  oat  by  any  tiling  before  the 
House,  it  was  surely  incumbent,  before  having  recourse  to 
such  severe  measures,  to  have  ttied  measures  of  a  more  mild 
and  conciliatory  nature,  to  have  had  intercourse  with  these 
people,  and  to  have  avoided  falling  at  once  upon  a  stt^p, 
by  which  some  thousands  may  be  deprived  of  their  personal 
liberty.  The  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  (he  Catholic  Com- 
mittee, which  is  the  ostensible  causeof  the  measure  of  the 
Irish  Government,  belniys  an  apparent  anxiety  to  avoid 
taking  any  steps  which  might  seem  to  be  a  contmvcntion  of 
the  Convention  Act.  The  Catholics  seem  anxious,  in  the 
adoption  of  measures  for  vindicating  their  rights,  to  do 
nothing  more  than  what  may  be  neccj^sary  for  that  purpose, 
and  to  avoid  incurring  any  penalty,  to  which,  by  the  exist- 
ing laws?  they  might  be  liable.  They  say  thai  it  h  their 
dulj/j  as  well  as  their  inclination  atkd  decided  determination^ 
not  to  -violate  the  spirity  nor  even  the  letter  of  the  law,    Im 
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iwhate?cr  way  tliey  may  bJEive  yiolaied  the  fetter  of  the  lavn, 
there  is  here  an  evident  wish  not  to  violate  the  spirit  of  i(, 
His  Majesty 'b  Ministers  may,  indeed,  possess  information  of 
a  dificrcnt  nahirc.  They  rony  know  that  this  declaration 
is  DOfbin^  more  than  a  pretext;  and  that  under  this  seeming 
regard  for  tlie  laws,  measures  of  a  dangerous  nature  are  in 
cbnferapiation.  But'the  House  have  no  information  of  any 
such  designs  ^^^  remain  in  profound  ignorani;e  on  the 
subject.  From  this  measure,  it  appears  that  Ia*land  is  in 
a  most  perilous  state;  but  it  is  impossible  for  a  moment  to 
conceive  that  the  cause  of  this  measure  does  not  lie  deeper 
than  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  to  the  Catholic  Committee, ; 
for  this  leUer  is  dated  as  far  back  as  the  1st  d:iy  of  January, 
and  tile  circular  letter  of  the  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieute- 
nant is  dated  the  12tli  of  this  month  ;  so  that  it  appears 
there  were  sik  entire  wwks  betwcn^u  the  two  acts.  lti» 
hardly  possible  to  conceive  that  this  letter  of  the  Secretary 
to  the  Catholic  Committee  could  be  the  ground  for  the  pro- 
eeeding  of  the  Irish  Government,  when  we  consider  that  so 
little  stress  did  that  Government  s(-em  to  lay  on  tlmt  letter, 
that  the  Lord  Lieutenant  did  not  think  it  worth  his  while  to 
transmit  a  copy  of  it  to  his  Majesty's  Ministers*  It  excited 
no  feeling  in  the  Government,  tor  his  Mnjesty's  Ministers 
made  no  mention  whatever  of  it  in  the  late  speech  from  the 
Throne^  <  Hear !)  There  was  not  one  sylhiblc  in  the  Speecli 
which  had  the  smallest  relation  to  it^  although  thi^  paper 
had  been  in  existence  for  six  weeks.  His  Majesty's  Ministers 
ought  to  be  able  to  make  out  a  goml  case ;  they  ought  to 
be  able  to  shew  what  powrerful  motive  could  induce  them  to 
T^main  quiet  for  six  weeks,  and  then  all  at  once  to  break 
out  into  the  adoption  of  this  unaccountable  measure.  But 
he  wished  to  call  the  fittention  of  the  House  to  a  particular 
circumstance:-* He  had  to  ask,  At  what  time  this  letter  of 
the  Irish  Secretary  came  forth  ?  This  (la per  was  issued  at 
a  time  when  the  accounts^f  the  installation  of  the  Prince 
Regent*  were  merely  arrived  in  Ireland.  This  was  a  most 
unlucky  coincidence;  fur  the  Prince  was  in  the  highest, 
degree  popular  in  that  country,  and  was  considered  to  be 
strongly  attached  lo  the  intere&is  of  his  Irish  subjects*  For 
this  measure,  however,  there  was  not  the  smallest  ground  to 
sifppose  that  Ministers  had  the  countenance  off  his  Royal 
Highness.  Whether. Ministers  were  right  or  wrong  in  the 
adoption  of  this  severe  .measure,  in  the  present  state  of  his 
infornnation  upon  that  subject,  he  would  be  very  sorry  to 
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lake  upon  bim  to  decide ;  but  it  ytns  vtccmnry  that  the 
Hoase  sboold  have  means  to  enable  them  amply  to  diaonss 
the  subjeet.     If  it  shoiikl  turn  out  that  the  measure  was 
necessarj  and  justifiable,  it  may  haro  the  effect  of  turning 
the  minds  of  the  Goyenicnent  io  relax  tbq  system  which 
they  have  been  pnrsuin|^  in  Ireland.     It  is  now  four  years 
rince  the  right  honouraUe  gentleman  was  called  to  the  ad- 
ministration of  Uiese  kingdoms :  and  what  was  the  result  of 
bis  administmtioQ  of  Ireland?    The  stale  of  Ireland  was 
every  year  giowing  worse  and  worse  under. hia  manage- 
ment;  it  was  eTi*ry  y^ir  becoming  more  and  more  a  part 
of  our  weakness  {Hear !).  lie  would  ask  whether  Ministers 
expected  to  be  able  to  continue  this  system?'    (Htarlh^ 
Whether  they  expected  to  be  able,  by  their  Convention 
Bills  and  similar  measures,  to  govcni  that  country  ?     He 
should  be  sorry  if  any  thing  he  might  say  coqld  have  the 
least  tendency  to  excite  a  spirit  oif  disconlcnt  among  the 
•nativies  of  Ireland*     He  was  fully  aware  of  the  embarrassing 
tttnation  in  which  he  stood.     Ou  the  one  hand^  it  was  posr 
sible  he  might  be  construed  to  excite  anxiety  and  alarm  to 
tiiat  country;  and  on  the  other,  by  maintaining  a  silence 
on  the  sabject,  it  might  appear  as  if  he  seemed  to  acquiesce 
in  the  jusuoeand  propriety  of  the  Irish  system.     Tlie  Ad- 
mmistration  of  the  country  seemed  now  to  be  placed  in  the 
painfiil  alternative  of  being  obliged  either  to  concede  some- 
thing to  the  demands  of  the  i)eople  of  Ireland,  or. to  pat 
down  the  populatton  of  tltat  conntry  by  the  exercM  of 
power.     While  he  said  this,  bowever,  it  was  not  his  object 
to  enter  into  any  dbcussion  at  present  on  the  subject^  for 
neither  he  nor  the  House  were  |iOfisessefl  of  information  to 
enable  them  with  propriety  to  enter  upon  the  subject.    His 
object  was  not  a  wbh  t.o  embarrass  Administration ;  and  had 
he  concaved  that  any  thing  this  night  apoken  by  him  * 
could  liave  the  least  tendency  to  effect  such  an  embarrass- 
ment, it  would  imve  been  buried  in  oblivion.     He  thought, 
bowever,  it  was  becoming  in  the  House  to  shew  an  anxie^ 
for  the  4atc  of  Ireland,  a  greater  afixiety  than  they  have 
hitherto  shewn ;  but  while  be  Uamed  the  spirit  of  iotolenmoe 
that  bad  been  adapted   in   regaixl  to  Ireland,  he  did  not 
forget  that  the  Catholics  themselves  were,  by  their  con- 
duct, not  altogether,  free  from  blame.     It  was  his  aioat 
earnest  ^fish  that  the  Cutiiolics  would  abal^n  from  all  met" 
sures  of  a  violent  teudency ;  for  they  might  rest  asauaad, 
that  such  measures,  however  much  oth^s  should  suffer. ffOi» 
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them,  vonid  returh  bock  on  theimelves  in  a  teirfold  degft^e* 
While  he  recomniended,  f  herefeie,  (oleranoe  to  the  AdmniisN 
tvntion,  he  coukl  not  help  leooinmeiidiiig^  forfoeaittnoe  ip 
the  Catholics.  The  bonounible  gi^tlemaii  then  mofed  for 
^LiTBdB  of  inch  dispatcbes  as  had  been  reoeiYed  bj  the 
Secietarj  of  State,  from  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland^ 
relntire  to  the  pottta^  iu  cxecntion  the  Convention  Act. 

On  the  quest  ion  being  pot  that  these  papers  be  pro» 
duccd — 

Mr.  Yorke^  ^hhotigh  be  coold  not  agree'  entirely  ivith 
the  speech  of  the  honoambie  gentleman  who  had  just 
sat  down,  he  entirely  agreed  with  him  in  the  concloding 
port  of  that  speech,  nvhere  he  enlarged  upon  the  propriety 
of  mamfrsting  an  anxiety  for  Ireland,  (  Hear\  from  the  Op' 
paskUm) ;  for  no  man  more  cordially  agreed  wit  h  the  honour* 
able  gentleman  than  himself  in  the  necessity  of  displayiqg 
such  an  anxiety,  ^e'  confessed,  however,  that  he  was  sitr* 
prised  at  the  charge  of  intolerance  which  the  boaoiirabk; 
gentlenMin  had  brought  against  the  AdministratioB*  This 
charge  he  took  upon  him  to  deny;  because^  althou^  tb^ 
House  have  not  conceded  ■  what  has  l^renf  demanded  m-  the 
name  of  Catholic  Emancipatton,  there  was  no  iratolemnce 
manifested  towanis  tbe^Catholics  of  Ireland.  This  wasno^ 
the  time  toaster  upon  the  discussion  of  this  subject ;  but  h» 
wooU  lake  upon  him  iosay,  that  not  only  have  his  Mnjcsty^s 
Sfintsteis  pursaed  no  intolerant  system  in  regard  to  Ireland, 
but  that  the  system  of  his  Majjpsty  Since  his  accession  to  the 
throne  to  the  present  day,  has  been  peculiarly  mild  in  every 
li*spcct  to  that  countiy.  It  was  unfortunatHy  true,  that  the* 
oligect  of  Catholic  Emancipation  was  wishtid  for  by  gneat 
numbers  ia  Ireland  ;  but  in  the  present  state  of  things  that 
point  cannot  be  conceded  to  them.  The  liondnraMe  gentle- 
man has  acknowledged  that  this  is  not  the  time  for  entering 
on  the  disciission  of  this  subject ;  but  it  were  to  be  wished  that 
the  bonoumbie gentleman  had  conthied  himself  to  move  for 
the  pftpers  which  he  might  conceivK^  defective,  ami  had 
avoioed  all  discnssion  of  topics  connected  with  them.  Brv 
Jove  be  proceeded  to  advert  to  these  topics,  he  would  state  in 
the  HoMse  the  facts  which  had  cctne  to  the  knowledgeof  li^s 
Majesty's  Ministers.  All  that  they  knew  was,  that  in  oon8u« 
quence  of  a  paper  issued  by  a  Mr.  Hay,  who  caifas  hinia*if 
hccnstary  to  Uie  Catholic  Camiui'^tce— (f/eari).  he  knew 
not  wbcihcr  thif  was'  genuine  or  not-^but  in  consequence  of 
jpaper  it  was  thought  advisable  ip  issue  the  circiilos 
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^citer  no^  bef6rc  the  House.    This  paper  carried  on  the  iacf^ 
t>(  it.  a  violation  of  the  exist inc^  laws  of  Ireland,  (//ear  !) 

^  This  was  not  the  time  to  discuss  the  nterifsof  these  laws;  it 
was  sufficient  iTo  declare  9vhat  was  the  law.  Tlie  Cohyeniioit 
Act  i^  declared  to  l)e  expressly  eiiacied  for  the  purpose  of 
preventing  tlie  assemblin^t  of  delegates  frprri  any  unlawful 
assembly^  ^ho  are  declared  t^ilty  of  a  bi^h  rnisderoeanoun 
He  would  ask  any  pen»oii  wlio  reads  the  paper  now  under 
disc'usKion,  whether  it  was  not  a  decidt^d  offence  against  this 
Act,  ami  whether  stttiu!?  in  anystk:!!  a.sseuibly  as  the.  body 
of  delegates  from  the  Irish  Catholics,  was  not  to  be  heM  art 
asfioembly  asrainst  the  Coiivenfion  Act  ?  The  honourable 
gt*ntleman  has  said  thtkt  there  is  an  evident  intention  in  this 
paper  of  wi!>hincr  to  avoul  ofllYiding  aspiiiiwt  the  law.  He 
admitted  that  such  intention  was  protc^ssed  in  certain  pas- 
sages  of  the  paper;  but  such  pissnges  did  not  at  all  alter  the 
nature  of  that  paper  ;  for  how  was  it  possible  that  men  were 
to  be  sent  to  join  the  Catholic  Committee,  without  beinie^ 
appointed  by  an  act  of  the  body  of  Catholics?  It  may  b^ 
contendedi  therefore,  timt  the  person  who  wrote  that  paper 
must  have  intended  a  violation  of  the  laws,  afr.l  that  he  was 
aware  that  he  was  acting  in  violation  of  the  laws  ;  and  there- 
fore, without  inquiring  further,  tlu^  Government  of  heland 
were  prima  facie  in  the  exercise  of  their  duty,  when  they  rev 
sorted  to  the  measure  under  discussion.  It  may  be  true, 
that  that  measure  was  not  expedient  (cries  of  Heary  from  l/i6 
Opposition),,  and  it  is  upon  the  expediency  of  the  measure' 
that  the  conduct  of  the  Government  must  fall  (o  be  justified. 
Looking  therefore  at  that  letter,  he  maintained  that  the  Go-^ 
verfiinent  of  IreLnnd  conid  not  have  acted  otherwise  than 
tiiey  did,  without  admitting  persons  openly  to  violate  the 
estMblished  law  of  the  country.     But  Ministers  wefe  not  in 

.  possession  of  all  the  information  necessary  to  enable  the 
liotise  to  judge  of  this  measure  in  all  its  points ;  and  there* 
fore,  if  all  the  papers  mo<ved  for  were  granted  on  the  present 
occasion,  they  would  not  answer  .the  purpose.  He  was 
tj^erclbre  averse  to  the  motion,  becaiibe  these  papers  are  insuf- 
ticicMit,  and  because  it  Kould  be  necessary  to  wait  for  stilt 
further  pa{K*rs,  before  the  House  could  come  properly  to  a 
discussion  of  the  subject'.  Upon  timtgrouna  he  gave  his 
negative  to  the  motion.  The  honourable  gentleman  though! 
lit  to  criticise  tiie  Govvrnment  of  Ireland,  because  tbe  lelter 
of  (he  Secretary  to  llic  Catholic  Committee  wasdated  tbe  1st 
of  January,  and  the  .circular  letter  of  the  Secretary  ip  tdie 
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l0xd  Lieatenant  was  dated  on  the  |9ih  of  FdiniaTy ;  so  that 
no  notice  appeared  to  have  been  taken  of  the  former  paper 
ft>r  six  weeks.  But,  accoidinj;  to  the  information  which  he 
possessed,  the  GoTemment  or  Ireland  knew  nothing  of  that 
paper  till  wilhin  a  short  period  of  the  issning  the  proclama* 
tion.  AUhoagh  the  ktter  of  the  Catholic  %cretary  bore  to 
be  dated  the  1^  of  Jannarji  he  believed  it  was  not  circulated 
ti\l  a  much  later  period,  {Hear !  from  the  Oppotitwn)  and 
therefore  the  observations  on  the  conduct  of  the  Irish  Go* 
vernment  dp  not  seem  to  be  entitled  to  much  consideration* 
The  honourable  gentleman  has  mentioned  what  he  oon^ 
ceived  an  unfortunate  coincidence  in  the  appearance  of  the 
letter  of  the  Irish  Secretary,  at  a  time  when  the  news  of  the 
Regent^  appointment  hod  newly  come  to  Ireland ;  and  be 
took  from  thence  an  occasion  of  paying  a  wcU-de&erved  com* 
pUroent,  as  he  believed,  to  his  Royal  Highness.  Every 
nan  who  wishes  well  to  the  interests  of  the  United  King-, 
dom,  ought  to  feel  warmly  for  the  interests  of  Ireland  ;  ami 
the  person  at  the  head  of  the  Government  must  be  supposed 
to  feel  for  these  interests  more  warmly  than  other  individttals 
can  be  supposed  to  feel.  The  introduction,  however,  of . 
every  circumstance  of  this  nation,  must  not  only  be  considered 
peculiarly  unfortunate  'at  this  time,  but  at  every  time.  It  -. 
was  also  to  be  deplored,  that  gentlemen,  who,  he  believed^; 
hkd  the  glory  and  prosperity  of  their  country  sinc^v  at . 
heart,  should  indulge  in  a  tone  and  temper  calculated  ia . 

f  produce  the  greatest  mischief  that  could  possibly  happen  t^- 
reland..  He  did  not)  however,  mean  to  say,  that  the  honour-; 
able  gentleman  wha  preceded  him,  was  to  be  included  in* 
the  description  of  gentlemen  to  whom  this  charge  applies^ 

Mr,  Grattan  9A\dj  he  could  not  conceive  how  it  should 
eirer  be  imagined  in  that  House,  that  Ireland,  had  separate* 
interests  from  those  of  Great  Britain ;  for  the  interests  of  Ire* 
land  were  inseparable  from  the  interests  of  ureat  Bntain  ; 
because  he  could  not  conceive  how  Great  Britain  could 
exist  independent  of  Ireland,  or  how  Ireland  could  exist  in* 
dependent  of  Great  Britain.    It  was  therefore  astonishing  to 
him,  that  these  interests  should  ever  be  thought  separable ; 
or  that  the  afiairs  of  the  one  country  should  not  be  debated  * 
in  ihfii  House  with  the  same  temper  as  those  of  the  other. 
The  Government  of  the  country  should  watch  in  a  particular 
manner  over  the  interests  of  the  Catholics  of  Ireland,  because, 
the  Catholics  had  no  representatyresin  that  House ;  because 
they  ought  to  be  considered  in  the  light  of  the  wards  of  this  . 
Vol.  IL— 1811.  Q 
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L^iklafure.  The  Rouse  ought  Iherefore  <o  waf cfi  orer  thelf 
rij|:bt6  ^n(l  interests,  and  to  shew  their  tender  attachment  to  ^ 
tliese  rights  on  every  occasion.'  There  was  one  point  in  par-  ' 
titular,  which  they  ought  eter  tb  keep  in  tlieir  eye,  and  * 
that  irasy  that  the  Catholics  should  be  tolt^rated,  aiid  kept , 
in  the '  possession  of  all  the  rights  whiqfi  the  laws  of  the 
country  haye  left  them  ;  ancjl  ifitk  not  the  Intention  of  ilxo  . 
Government  to  enlarge  these  Tigh  ft',  itwnslhe  duty  of  the 
lipase  to  t*ike  care  that  no  hiinisfct.or  srt  of  ministefs  should 
perplex  and  harass  them  in  Hje  cx^r(;5»e  of  the  j>r?vllegeg 
winch  the  law«  have  left  them.    There  was  one  point  tb 
which  hewisicd.in  a  particular  rnanrfef  to  call  the  uttcntion 
of  the  House,  and  tl»at  was^  that  tlie  communicalroii  betwpca 
tl»  Ijegislatar^  and  the  Catholics  shoiifJ  be  kept  as  open  ai" 
possible.     It  was*  not  merely  desirable  that  j^aTocfiinl  co'nt* 
municationshould  be  kept  open— ^tt  was  not  merely  desirable' 
that  eouwty  communication  should  lie  kept  open — but  it 
wba^efelnible  that  the  House  should  have  cvm-  opportuftfty ' 
ofknowii^  the  genera!  seiise  of  the  Catholtt:  Body.     It  was  ; 
tlierefeT^Wjrhly  desirafbk  that  a  bad  law— a'  hw  generated 
i4spleen*^tor  that  was  its  best  justification,  though  some-' 
ijkttes  it  might  he  pretended  that  circutnstartces  made  it  ne- , 
dtorytobe  fesorted  to-*^should  Itc  resorted  tons  little  as  ^ 
pdssltile.    Itfwas  the  duty  of  the  Mhiisters  of  the  Crown,' 
aftd  it  was  the  duty  of  that  House,  to  coti.^true  that  Act  in  as  . 
filifoimblea  manner  as  they  could,  and  they  wcte  called  Upon  ^ 
t# be  aiftvotrrable  as  they  possibly  could  to  the  acts  of  the' 
OathoKc  Body.  Now  in  order  thata  petition  shoald  coriW  "; 
tkttletitimehts^rthe  Catholics,  it  was,  not  sufficient  that  it 
iras#Qbscril)ed  by  a  few  individuals  of  that  bocly — it  was  ne- 
dMiry  that  it  shmdd  express  tire  general  sense  of  the  C^ 
tholkSi  Biid  bow  was  that  general  sense  to  be  ascertained  but 
by  delegation  l^  The  Convention  Act,  therefore,  went  ajjainst 
the  fiio^  essential  fights  of  the  subjects  of  these  kingdoms^ 
and  if  Mrterly  construed,  went  to  cut  off  M  coinnranicaiion 
beti^em  Parliament  and  the  people.    Tliis  was  particularly 
the  case  with  regnnl  to  Ireland  since  the  Union  ;  for  many 
tshahnels  of  communication,  which  were  then  open  between 
the  people  of  that  country  and  the  Legislature,,  were  now 
almoiit  shut  up.    He  contended  that  the  right  of  petitioiv 
should  be  enjoyed  in  the  fullest,  freest,  and  amplest  manner, 
'  •!>  as  to  afford  means  to  collect  the  general  sense  of  the 
people.     He  remembered  that,  when  on  .a  former  occasion 
Iiebid  the  honour  of  laying  before 'Parliament  a  petittoit 
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from  the  Catbolics  of  Ireland,  be  was  told  is  this  ilotise 
that  the  Petition  was  subscribed  by  a  respectable  bodj  of 
ineo  ;  Ixit  whut  means  bad  the  House  for  ascertaining  thai 
these  men  sixdie  the  general  sense  of  ttie  Catholics  ?  Oo  tbii 
f  ubject  he  begged  leare  to  ask  the  House,  from  whom  thaj , 
were  to  take  the  genemi  sense  of  the  Catholics/'  Weit 
they  to  take  it  from  persons  in  this  countrv  ?  Or  were  thej 
to  take  it  from  the  body  of  Catholics  themselrcs  i  U  iji 
wished  to  preserre  the  connection  between  this  country  and 
Ireland,  or  rather  is  it  wished  to  pceBerve  the  connection  witb 
the  CathoUct  ?  The  strength  df  that  connection  dependi 
upon  the  privi^ges  which  are  exercised  and  enjoyed  undea 
that  connection  by  bis  Majesty's  subjects.  (Hear  1)  Having 
said  this  much  with  regam  to  the  state  of  the  Githolicf^ 
IrelaniL  ana  the  nature  of  the  Convention  Act^  he  woukl 
ask  if  the  letters  produced  established  any  necessity  for  the 
rcnuocialion  of  the  measures,  which,  unless  under  very  im« 
perious  circnmstances,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Government 
to  adopt.  The  papers  produced  by  Ministors  go  but  a  cer« 
iaia  length.  As  far  as  they  do  go,  they  certainly  do  not 
make  out  their  case.  But  «s  they  have  refused  production 
of  all  further  papers  calculated  to  throw  light  on  tlie  subject,  ^ 
it  falls  upon  the  House  to  decide  that  these  papers  contAia 
all  that  can  be  brought  forward  in  their  favour,  and.  that 
|hey  can.  ofi^rno  other  justification  of  their  conduct*  13ie 
letter  of  Mn  Secretary  role  bad  two  aspects,  a  prospective 
and  a  -retrospective  aspects  A  national  permanent  Cooveo- 
iioo  in  Ireland^;  was  certainly  to  be  prevented,  but  U  W^ 
wron£  to  lose  sight  of  tfaedisunctioti  between  such  an  as* 
aembl^  and  the  Catholic  Committee;  but  supposing  tht 
danger  to  hav^  been  great,  then  aqueation  arose  as  to  tb^ 
best  and  most  expedient  method  of  guarding  against  it* 
He  would  not  be  ope  oF  those  who  would  recommend  a  ri^ 
i^urous  execution  ofu  rigorous  law,  for  ^he  purpose  of  allay- 
ing the  disconieot,  or  appeasing  the  exusp^niied  temper  of 
a  people  who  complained  ofihjtu-ies.  (IJear^  hcnr^  ntarl^ 
lit  shdjuld  b.e  inclined  ruiher  to  softeu  the  severity  of  the 
law.  to  lake  away  as  much  of  its  sling  as  possible^  certainly 
not  to  sharpen  its.ei%e,  against  an  aggrieved  and  complain^ 
jng  body.  (//c«r !  ticarl)  He  would ui^t,  in  fiiideavouring 
to  prevent  any  untjawful  or  tumiiluioijs  meeting,  have 
ushered  in  his  measure  by  a  d^reci  and  positive  charge 
az^ainst  thai  meeiing  of  enteitainlng  im|f roper  or,  mis* 
4:hievous    desi^jns.j    He    \jir0Qld   not   have  stated  in  his 
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preambTe,    **  Whereas  a   conspiracy  exists,"    but  have 
preferred  the  less  offensive  terms  of  *'  Whereas  a  report 
of  such  and  such   proceedings  has  gone   abroad,"  &c*' 
There  was  this  difference  between  the  two  modes  of  con« 
duct,  that  the  first  bore  an  adverse  and  hostile  character  to* . 
wards  his  Majesty's  subjects,  the  other  indicated  a  friendtj 
and  parental  temper.    (Hear!  hear  I)     Doubtless,  there 
were  among  the  Catholics  some  misguided  men,  and  some 
who  might  conceal  unjustifiable  views.  But  was  this  a  suffix 
cient  apology  for  the  use  of  irxitatiog  language  to  the  whole 
body  ?    The  words  '^  unlawful  assemblr/'  applied  to  the 
Catholic  Meeting,  in  the  letter  of  the  Irish  Secretary,  ap- 
peared to  him  to  he  most  injudicious,  even  if  strictly  appli-r 
cable.    .  What,  necessity   was    there    for   thjs    assuming 
phraseology,  so  remote  from   the  style  of  conciliation,  sq 
unmarkedTby  that  superior  good  manners  which  ought  to 
distinguish  a  great  and  magnanimous  government?  {Hear^ 
hearX)    It  could  not  be.  forgotten  that  the  assembly  thus 
stigmatized  had  continued  to  meet,  unchecked,  andunre^ 
proved,  since  the  year   1807:  that  since   J80P,  they  hud 
made  various  communications  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament, 
(Hearfhearl)    If;  therefore,  the  principle  on  which  they 
assembled  was  wrong,  it  must  have  been  wrong  from  the 
beginning,  apd  the  Legislature  had  acted  wrong  in  receiving 
petitions  resolved  on  and  prepared  by  that  assembly.    I'he 
Catholic  Committee  consisted  of  the  delegates  of  1806,  and 
of  those  appointed  at  the  general  meeting  of  1793.    Parlia- 
ment had  never  r/efused  to  entertain  the  petitions  of  this 
body,  against  whom  the  full  force  of  a  penal  statute  was 
now  revived,  as  against  a  lawless  and  dangerous  convention* 
This,  then,  was  a  striking  instance  of  the  lawless  and  preci- 
pitate  nature  of  that  act  of  the  Government  of  Ireland, 
which  was,  in  fact,  as  inconsistent  as  unwise.     Lord  Fin^al 
had  sat  in  the  Chair  of  this  Catholic  Committee  since  the 
year  IBOg.     Did  Ministers  intend  to  act  up  to  the  mena- 
cing tone  which  they  had,  unfortunately  for  Ireland  aitd 
the  Empire,  assumed  ?   Did  they  intend  to  attack   Loid 
Fingal  in  the  plenitude  of  the  esteem  and  respectability  in 
which  he  was  held^  for  having  presided  at  an  unlawful  as- 
•embly  ?— (Hfflr,  Afflrr!)  •  Did  they  mean  to  attack  some 
of  the  best  subjects  of  his  Majesty,  who  had  so  often  lent 
their  efforts  sfgainst  the  natural  enemies  of  the  country? 
(ffeoTj  heariy     It  was  impossible  to  entertain  any  ra* 
tional  jealousy  of  such  a   man  as  Mr.  McDonald,   who 
propoaed  the  leading  resolutions  at  the  meeting  of  1809  :-*^ 
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a  man  wbo«  be  sinccreljr  believed,  was  possessed  of  eTerj 
^oality  that  could  concilial^  and  secure  attacfament  and 
respect.    lo  his  judgment,  such  popular  meetings,  so  con*  - 
ducted,  were  not  fhe  cause  of  just  alarm.     It  was  well  that 
opportunities  should  exiH  For   the  mind  of  the  people  to 
evaporate.  (Hcar\  hear\)    The  aspirations  of  active  ge- 
nius should  not  be  subjected  to  eternal  control,  nortli^ 
high  mettle  of  the  Iri>h  youth  condemned  to  waste  itself  in 
indolence  and  tavern  euytymeni^-^Hcar  !  hear !)    Much 
did  be  see  of  nnblic  spirit  in  the  Catholics  of  Ireland,  much 
indeed,  of  vebeinence,  but  of  a  vehemence  that  threatened 
Ac  evi[  consequences.  The  fire  should  be  kept  in  its  proper 
orb,  and  it  would  emit  a  salutary  light  and  beat,  without 
bursting  into  conflii^ration-r-< //cur,  hearl)    Certainly  no- 
thing had  been  siateci  to  justify  the  retrospective  operation  of 
the  Convention  Act;  and  if  Ministers  were  detenu med  to  per- 
severe in  their  impolitic  system,  he  held  it  to  be  the  duty  of 
the  House  to  interpose  in  favour  of  the  people,  and  assert 
the  rigbt  of  the  Irish  subject  to  complain  of  grievances,     it 
remained  for  Ministers  to  shew,  that  to  destroy  the  Catholic 
Comtuittee  was  necessary,  to  prevent  a  national  convention 
in  thot  country.     It  was  the  undoubted  privilege  of  the 
subject  to  be  sometimes  clamorous  and  violent  in  the  mainr 
tenance  of  his  rights ;  he  would  not  say  it  was  his  rigbt  to 
be  foolish  also:  but  he  was  sure,  tiiat  to  suppress  any  mis- 
chief that  could  be  iipprelrtfiided  on  that  score,  the  worst 
plan  was  tiiat  of'a  hur>h  exercise  of  the  power  ajgd  autho- 
rity of  Government.     Occasional  ebuHliiops  of  warm  feel- 
ings did    not  call   for  its  chastising  arm  ;  they  were  the 
symptoms  of  a  free  spirit,  the  cnleniives,  if  he  might  use  the 
word,  of  a  lofty  mind,  l^nrmlesswhen  cently  treated.  {Hear^ 
hear  f)    He  believed,  however;  that  Mr.  Pole's  letter  might 
admit  of  something  like  nn  hypothetical  form  as  to  the  exist- 
ence of  a  lumttltUDUs  dij»jM>:5iiion,  aivd  he  trusted,  there- 
fore, that  Ministers  wmild  instantly  adopt  and  sanction  the 
construction.     •*  Yoti  have,"  said  Mr.  Graitnn,  "  disquali- 
fied a  large  portion  of  your  fellow  subjects,  who  pay  your 
taxes  in  soppbrt  of  your  Government.     At  a  period 'pccu- 
harlyunforiunaie,  fur  needlessly  increasing  your  difiicuU 
ties,  you  stigmatize  a  great  part  of  your  population,  whp 
have  fought  and  bled  with  you  in  defence  of  the  liberties 
and  constitution  of  the  country.    While  you  ptyrstie  this 
system,  depend  on  it,  distempers  will  not  cease  in  Ireliind  ; 
thai  dsngers  and  commotions  will  continue  to  vattend  your 


^rriqgj^ugjF*  T^u  have  clegraded  the  Catholic  below  the 
{pjrel  ot  ijfie  potniuuaUy,  and  with  the  buoyancy  of  QatQfl9 
pe  will  rite  to  as^t  that  claim  to  equal  rights  which  he  jfeelf 
is  bat  lessfouQcled  on  reasoa  thati  oo  juatice/^-^Citdj  oj 
^IfieoTj  hear  !>^Ab|Ove  all,  he  necoaimiended  moderatioa  and 
jforbearanpe  to  the  Goveriioient ;  the  Jcau^e  ofemaacipaiioa 
4iiust  uUimalely  trtamph>  and  those  who  load  accompanied 
Bricons  lb  iniJitary  gjory,  would  one  day  vote  at^d  legislate 
}n  ibeir  society.  The  nonour'able  member  couchided  a 
jiery  eio^ueot  sf^eech^  by  doing  jusxice  to  tbe  adoiiniatratioa 
pf  the  Lor^d  Lieutenant. 

Mr.' Paf^eU expregsedawhh  to  «tate.a  few  clrcumataiicef 
fonnected  with  (he  cause  and  b'&tory  of  the  Conreotion 
j&ct.     UediiTered,  indeed,  much  with  tbe  right  honour* 
able  gcmleman,  in  bis  doctrine  concerning  toleration ;  but 
fie  WMbed  more  particularly,  at  present,  to,  remind  th« 
House,  ibai  the  Convention  Act,  as  it  wa^  called^  was  ao 
Act  brcMight  in  by  Lord  Claret  in  17959  when  the  society 
of  Uiutod  Irishmen  were  laJung  steps  fW  oj)eninj;  a  Ibrmul 
correspondence  with  the  Jacobins  ol'  Purls,    ^t'lie  honour«o 
f  ble  member  read  several  documents,  to  shew  that  this  was 
lite  sole  ground  on  which  that  measure  had  been  adopted 
by  the  Irish  Pai-liatoeot     It  waa  adopted  to  suppress  a  lac* 
^ion  thfit  aimed  at  subverting  the  povernment,  and  esta«> 
bli&bing  an  uidependent  republic*     Be  hoped,  therefore^ 
.4hat  the  Honse  would  look  to  the  spirit  as  well  as  to  tbe  leti- 
icr  of  that  statute — (Heari  Arar !)  ;>-*-that  they  would  not 
forget  the  claims  which  the  conduct  of  the  Catholic  Body, 
their  tranquil  representation  of  the  injuries  they  sustained, 
and  thecT  uniformly  distinguished  loyalty,  had  so  power«- 
fully  established  oo  theesteem«  if  not  tbe  indulgence  of  the 
liouse  and  of  the  country*    The  delegates  of  tbe  Catholla 
Committee^  in  )7US»  were  directed  to  carry  up  an  address 
to  his  Majesty,  which  address  was  graciously  received  ;  nor 
wsis  ^ny  thing  then  tirged  against  the  legality  of  that  meet-* 
itig,  of  w*hose  sentiments  tKey  were  the  organ.    Let  tliem 
remeinber,  that  concessions  followed  close  upon  that  ad^ 
dress;  and  that  under  the  government  off  Lord  Westmore- 
land the  Cjutholics  were  firs^  viewed  with  a  favourable  dis^ 
position.    The  same  persons  were  afterwards  re-appointed 
members  of  the  Catholic  Committee,  which  continued  to 
^\t  and  manage  the  interests  of  their  constituent^,  during 
the  years  intervening  between  that  period  and  the  present, 
njyunojbsted^  ^udec  the  successive  adiainistrations  of  ^Lord 
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Hardwicke^  the  Duke  of  Bedfordf,  and  up  to  tfie  present 
time  of  tlic  Dake  of  fiichmood.  Id  tlie  year  1T99  the  Ca- 
tholic petition  was  rejected  id  ParliameAt;  and  .the  ground 
on  which  this  rejection  was  urged  bj  the  then  MFnlsir^  was,' 
that  the  petition  purported  to  ue  signed  only  bjr  a  faction  in 
Dublin,  and  contained  no  expression  of  the  sentimentd  of* 
the  counties.  (Hearl  bearl)  '  It  could  not,  therefore,  it 
was  then  areued,  be  properly  termed  a  declaration  of  the 
wishes  of  the  Catholic  Body.  Would  it  he  Dov^  asserted 
that  the  Catholics  were  disposed  to  enter  into  conspiracies 
to  obtain  their  objects?  He  trasted  their  persevering  loy- 
m\tj  and  discretion,  under  the  most  trying  circum stances, 
would  preserve  them  from  so  unjust  An  accusation.  They 
had  been  long  baffled  and  disappointed ;  the  price  of  th^ 
itinon  had  not  been  paid ;  and  no  one  measure  of  those  so. 
hirgely  promised.as  the  conseouences  of  that  event,  bad  teen 
granted  to  ihem.  Hitherto  tne  Union  had  been  utiproduc*^ 
tive  of  anjr  beneficial  effect  whatever  to  the  Catholics  of 
Ireland.  Surely  the  late  conduct  of  Government  towards 
tBem  was  an  act  of  tyranny  and  injustice  which  they  little 
merited. 

General  Loflus  declared  his  opinion  to  be  contrary  to 
those  which  had  been  so  ably  delivefU  ^nd  supported  in 
tl^  course  of  the  debate.  He  did  not  believe  that  there 
Was  anj'  difference  between  the  comforts  of  (he  lower  classes! 
in  Ireland,  where  the  Catholics  coulcl  sit  as  grand  juried,' 
and  the  lower  classes  in  England  and  Scotland.  He  saw  do 
good  that  was  likely  to  result  from  what  was  called  Cathor 
he  Emancipation;  and  \hat  the  reduction  of  rents  oh  the 
part  of  their  landlords,  would  produce  the  p:iost  real  benefit; 
to  the  largest  part  of  the  community. 

Sir  lltnry  monigomtry  professed  his  disposition  to  in- 
dulge the  Catholics,  but  conceived  that  the  Government  of  . 
Ireland  had  acted  prudently  on  the  present  occasion. 

Sir  John  Newport  observed^  that  it  had  been  said,  the 
measure  of  the  Irish  Government  was  necessary,  because 
any  delay  woufd  have  been  dangerous.  He  wished,,  ihere- 
foie,  to  ask,  how  the  honourable  gentleman  who  used  this 
argument  accounted  for  the  delay  of  so  many  days  between 
ibe  publication  of  the  Catholic  Circular  Letter,  wbidi  took 
place  early  in  January,  and  the  issuing  of  Mr.  Pole's  Or- 
der on  the  l€th  of  February. — Lord  Castleross,  the  Son  of 
Lord  Kenmare,  had  actually  come  up  to  attend  Upon  the 
Coipmittee  in  Dublin.     But  Ministers  now  denied  infbrma* 
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tion  to  the  House,  althoagh  tlu»y  aHmitied  ,th^  they  were 
in  po^ietsioBorsafficient  informaiion  Iq  enable  theoi  lo  op- 
prove  of  the  concloct  of  the  Irish  Go%erninej)t.     He  felt 
convinced  that  Ireland,  if  properly  appfeciiited^  ou^ht  to 
he  the  source  of  the  deepest  apprehension  tu  the  Govern- 
ment of  this  country*     He  denied  th<tt/ihe  tone  of  tho$e 
."vi'ho  advocated  her  cause,  whs  not  wellSmited  to  the  gross 
ipismanageoient  with  which  her  aiTaiJ-s  were  conducted-— 
the  manner  in  which  her  wishes  were  s)i^hted»  nnd  her 
feelings  insulted.     Insulted  they  had  been  by  the  righi.ho*! 
^lourable  gentleman  opposite,  in  more  than  one  instunce^ ' 
but  in  none  more  conspicuous  than  muking  a  learned  mem-.' 
Verof  that  House  (Dr.  Puigenan)  a  privy  it>uncillor  im- . 
Hyecjiately  after  he  had  denounced  the.whule  Catholic  body  i 
$if  traitors  and  conspirators*     (Hear!  hear!)      If  insult 
could  be  iaiplied  in  studiously  Avoiding   all  conciliatory 
measures^  and  in  the  promovion  and  distinction  of  those 
"who  were  the  bitterest  enemies  of  Ireland^s^  prosperity,  then 
}\^d  the  present  Government  to  bo»st  of  having  most  efTec- 
tually  insulted  that  unhappy  country.     An  honourable  Ge« 
ncral  had  declared,  that  he  saw  no  hardships  in  the  disabi« 
Jities  to  which  the  Catholics  were  subject*  Was  it,  indeed^ 
Xto  injustice'  to  theqa,  that  when  thty  contem {elated  tho 
ipnviable  eminence  and  exalted  stations  to  which  so  many 
periions  horn  with  obscure  fortunes  hud  honuurably  raised  . 
^beuiselves  under  the  fostering  protection  of  a  free  Consti- 
tiitioti,  that  they  should  never  be  pefmiited  tu  indulge  the 
cheering  hope  oF  bt^holding  their  children  engaii^cd  jn  ihe 
same  career  of  laudable  ambition  ?  Could  they  rt  fleet  with-* 
cut  a  pang,  when  they  heard  of  the  fame  of  a  Hcirdwicke 
and  an  Avonmore,  men  who  owed  their  greatness  entirely 
'  to  (heir  own  exertions,  that  whatever  might  he  the  talents 
which  should  distinguish,  or  the  virtues  tluit  might  adorn 
ai>^  elevate  their  own  families,  the  paths  to  these  splendid 
honours  and  remunerations  were  shut  against  ihcin  2     The 
consequence  of  such  a  system  of  laws  was  to  excite  amoiig 
ihp^  in  the* same  country,  who  enjoyed  superior  privileges, 
a  petty  and  goading  sense  of  superiority  which  augravated 
the  injuries  of  the  Catholic.     It  created  an  ImpassaUle  line 
of  separation,  and  sowed  the  setd.sof  etenuil  weakness  and 
division.  The  Catholic  Committee,  it  was  well  known,  had 
re<;ently  differed  among  themselves,  on  the  propriety  ol'pe- 
titiomng  Parliament  under  the  presetit  circuniiHance^  of  the 
gcMX^rnmcnt  of  the  country.     1  his  difference  rendered  ii  . 
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necessary  to  call  an  aggregate  meeting,  and  then,  notwith- 
standing  all  the  proofs  of  the  tranquil  disposition  and  ob« 
jects  of  the  Catholic  body^  an  obsolete  Act,  an  Act  passed 
under  the  worst  auspices,  in  the  full  rage  of  the  conflict 
between  the  awakened  sense  of  the  justice  of  concessious, 
on  one  hand,  and  bigotry  and  intolerance  on  the  other,  wiis 
ordered  to  be  enforced  against  them.  Such  had  been  t!^t 
condact  of  Government;  and  it  remained  with  the  House 
to  decide,  wbett^er  some  farther  information  was  not  requi- 
site, to  enable  Chem  to  form  a  proper  judgment  on  kheques* 
tioQ  before  tbem. 

Tie  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  contended,  that  there 
was  nothing  on  the  part  of  GoYcrnment  which  justified  the 
charges  then  brought  against  ihem  by  the  two  gentlemen 
on  the  other  aide.  The  Irish  Government  liad  adhered  to 
the  law,  and  felt  the  necessity  of  its  exercise,  when  the 
violation  of  that  law  was  likely  to  be  attended  with  the  most 
dangerous  effects*  The  imputation  of  a  hostile  feeling* 
l;pward8  Ireland  on  the  part  of  the  Government  was  repre* 
heosiblci  as  such  observations  tended  to  keep  alive  that 
spirit  of  dissatisfaction,  which  all  at  the  same  time  appeared 
to  deprecate.  He  most  sincerely  lamented  their  introduc- 
tion. Besides,  it  was  to  be  observed,  that  it  was  univer* 
sally  adofitted,  that  though  disturbances  of  a  very  serious 
nature,  which  bad  led  to  great  mischief  and  to  blood,  pre- 
vailed in  Ireland,  yet  they  had  no  reference  whatever  to 
the  question  of  Catholic  Emancipation.  Yet  this  evil,  so 
generally  confessed,  was  still  hoped  to  be  remedied  by  an 
acquiescence  in  Catholic  claims.  If  the  honourably  gen- 
tieoMn  opposite  were  correct  in  supposing  that  it  was  the 
cure  for  the  disturbances  now  prevalent  in  Ireland,  for  bis 
part  he  was  ready  to  declare,  that  he  aras  distinctly  satis* 
fied  there  was  no  one  quality  in  their  system  of  conciliation 
efficient  to  bis  object,  unless  carried  to  the  extent  of  esta- 
blishing Popery  on  the  ruins  of  the  Protestant  church  in  this 
country.  {Hear !  hear !  from  the  Minhterial  benches.)^^ 
That  proposition,  under  all  eir cumstanoes,  he  was  prepared 
tore^atand  maintain.  With  respect  to  the  immediate 
question,  namely,  the  conduct  of  the  Iri^h  Government  in 
putting  into  effect  the  Convention  Law,  he  begged  to  say« 
that  whether  the  intended  meeting  of  delegates  was  Catho- 
lic or  Protestant,  the  Irish  Government  would  have  felt  it 
to  be  its  doty  to  have  pursued  the  same  course.    It  was  no 
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new  or  annatural  course  that  they  assumed.  The  proceed* 
ing  against  which  their  vigilance  was  directed,  was  an  of- 
fence against  law ;  aiid  sarely  be  might  aatume,  that  the 
mere  establishment  of  legal  proceedings  against  the  viola- 
tors of  the  law,  was  no  ground  of  Parliamentary  inquiry. 
The  honourable  proposer  of  the  present  motion  had  cimrged 
the  Irish  Government  with  rummaging  into  the  obsolete 
statutes  of  Ireland. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Ward,  across  the  table^  intimated  that 
he  had  not  used  the  term. 

Mr*  PercevaL-^'h  had  been  used  by  the  right  honour- 
able Baronet  (Sir  J.  Newport).  Th^  fullest  proof  of  its  not 
being  an  obsolete  term,  was  to  be  found  in  the  Circular 
'  Letter  of  the  Catholics  themselves.  They  acknowledge  the 
existence  of  the  law — they  illustrate,  by  tlie  very  instru- 
ment which  they  have  circulated,  their  apprehension  that 
their  course  was  illegal,  and  therefore  they  endeavour,  by 
their  proposed  sugo^estions,  to  conform  to  its  spirit  and  let- 
tcr.  There  was,  therefore,  in  the  conduct  of  the  Catholfc 
Committee,  the  best  answer  to  the  charge  of  revival  by  the 
Irish  Government  of  an  obsolete  act.  The  Catholics  prove 
they  were  not  igliorant  of  its  existence,  neither  were  they 
of  Its  application  to  their  case ;  and  therefore  they  had 
hoped  to  evade  that  law  which  it  was  their  determination 
to  violate.  The  House  had  only  to  refer  to  the  letter  of  the 
Catholic  Secretary,  and  it  was  impossible  more  fully  to  con* 
'ceive  or  to  describe  the  duties  nna  eifectsjof  a  representative^ 
body.  And  he  would  ask,  whether  a  body  of  358  persons, 
under  the  eye  of  Government,  thus  collected,  assuming 
such  a  character  as  they  had  lately  done,  'were  not  alone  an 
object  of  vigilance,  but  ought  to  be  met  by  the  law  which 
their  proceedings  went  to  violate  ?  {Hear  I  Atari)  It  was 
far  different  from  the  meetings  of  1793  or  17&6 ;  it  went  to 
establish  in  Ireland  a  deliberative  representative  body.-^ 
(llearl  htar\\ — Although  on  former  occasions  the  pro- 
ceedings of  such  a  Committee  might  be  winked  at,  toeir 
.  late  conduct  rendered  the  late  measure  of  the  Irish  Govern- 
ment, not  only  an  act  which  kw  authorised,  but  which 
they  would  not  have  been  justt6able  tti  withholding.  Still, 
though  the  conduct  of  the  Catholics  imposed  that  neces- 
*siry  upon  the  Government,  he  had  only  to  loo)c  back  on 
the  administration  of  the  Duke  of  Richmond,  to  assume 
that  it  would  be  acted  upon  with  mildness.  The  English 
Government,  with  the  Royal  Personage  at  the  head  of  it^ 
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lametited  most  sincerely  the  necessity  of  a  recurrence  to 
sQcb  a  measure.  It  bad  commaQicated  to  the  Irish  Go- 
yernmeut,  that  it  was  tlieir  wish  and  feeling- that  a  mea- 
sure^ the  necessity  of  which  they  lamented,  should  be  car- 
ried into  force  with  as  much  lenity  and  forbearance  as  was 
consistent  with  the  public  tranquillity.  Th^re  remained 
only  to  observe,  that  there  was  no  impediment  by  the  deci- 
sion of  the  Government  given  to  the  rigbt  of  petitioning. — 
Ontbe  contrary,  by  keeping  that  right  within  its  due  bounds, 
that  security  was  strengthened  which  might  be,  endangered 
by  transgression.  The  prayer  of  the  Catholics  wonld  now 
come  berore'the  House  with  the  same  character,  authority, 
and  importance  as  it  bad  formerly  done.  It  also  was  not  to 
be  understood  that  future  inquiry  was  precluded,  because 
the  present  motion  was  opposed.  Indeed,  one  should  have 
supposed  that  all  would  nave  felt  the  propriety  of  suspend* 
ins:  discussion  on  the  subject,  until  the  Minister  oi  Ireland 
(Mr.  Pole)  was  in  his  place.  He  would  suy  nowi  as  he  be* 
fore  repeated,  that  the  law  was  not  against  the  Catholics 
alone,  whose  loyalty  he  was  by  no  means  inclined  to 
question. 

Mr.  Gratian  said  a  few  words  in  explanation. 

Mr.  WhUbread.^^The  oght  honourable  gentleman,  the  ' 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  has  this  night  proved,  that 
there  are  political  circumstances  and  changes  which  in  their 
operation  can  induce  men,  if  not  to  change,  at  least  to  modify 
eiren  the  most  conscientious  convictions.  What !  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  admit  that  Catholic  Petitions  must 
come  before  us  with  their  doe  authoribr  And  respect — that 
to  Ireland  it  ever  Was  and  will  be  th^  feeling  of  his  govern^ 
roent  to  extend  lenity  and  forbearance!  (Hear  I  hear !)  He, 
now  almost  the  friend  to  a  dispassionate  consideration  of  the 
Catholic  claims !  1  am  not  surprised  that  after  the  exertion 
of  a  successful  ambition,  like  otiiers  of  his  pretlecessors,  he 
he  has  kicked  down  the  ladder  by  which  he  scrambled  up 
to  political  importance.  (Hear I  heart).  We  have  it 
'  now  admitted  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  (raised 
by'tlte  bye;,  to  his  station  by  far  different  statements)  that  he 
is  .willing  to  concede  the  loyalty  of  the  great  body  of  the 
Catholics.  We  this  night  hear  from  that  source,  that  the 
distnrbances  which  agitate  Ireland  have  noticing  to  do  with 
Catholic  Emancipation.  I  congratulate  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman,  this' country,  and  Ireland,  on  the  rcVolution 
that  has  been  cffix^ted  in  his  opinions;  feeling  it  wholly  ua* 
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neccssarj  to  cpmment  on  the  cause  of  his  convenion. — 
(Hear !  hear !)  It  is,  however,  altogether  impossible  to  forget 
the  libel,  which  the  very  formation  of  his  Administration 
pronounced  upon  the  Irish  people — it  is  impossible  to  for- 
gety  that  during  that  Administration,  an  appointment  (Dr. 
.Duigeaan)  to  the  Privy  Council  was  made*-*an  Appoint- 

'  ment  which,  even  at  the  time,  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man did  not  dare  to  justify— of  an  individual,  who  in  con- 
versation, and  in  print,  within  these  walls,  and  without  themy 
had  arraigned  tlic  Catholics  as  trailers  to  the  State.  (Hear  \ 
hear  I)  Does  the  right  honourable  gentleman  fancy  that 
his  acts  will  perish f  can  he  suppose  that  the  extorted  ad- 
missions of  this  day  can  compensate  for  the  exacerbated 
attacks  of  the  former  part  of  his  Administration  i^^Heart 
hear !)  A  gallant  General  (Loftus)  on  the  other  side  declares, 
ibrsootb,  that  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  labour  under  no  dis- 
sibilities — but  that  they  are  in  the  enjoyment  of  all  those 
rights  with  which  men  ought  to  be  satisfied.  He  who 
makes  that  statement,  is  a  General  Officer.  Is  he  ttot,  as  be 
ought  to  be,  proud  of  this  distinction  ?  Is  the  Catholic  to 
have  no  credit  for  the  same  feelings  of  generous  ambition  ? 
(Hearl  hear  !)  Are  they  to  exemplify  loyalty  as  sincere — 
heroism  as  conspicuous— genius  as  commanding  as  their 
Protectant  fellow  soldiers  can  display— and  then  to-be  sup* 

.  posed  dead  to  all  the  honourable  impulses  of  life,  undeserv* 
jng  of  all  those  encouragements  and  rewards  which  a  grate- 
fuT  country  should  bestow?  (Hearl  heari)  The  gallant 
General  has  opened  hit  mouth  this  night  in  this  House— is 
he  not,  as  a  member  of  a  free  state  must  be,  proud  of  that  dis- 
tinction ?  {Hear !  hear  I)  Can  the  Catholic  enjoy  that  right  1 
How  then,  at  the  very  moment  when  his  own  act  contra* 
diets  his  statement,  can  he  say  that  the  Catholic  of  Ireland 
labours  under  no  disability  ?  (Hear !  hear !  hear  I)  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  endeavours  to  justify  the  Irish 
Government  for  the  course  they  have  pursi^ed.  He  founds 
Lis  opinion  on  the  Circular  Letter  of  the  Catholics,  and  the 
other  information  which  the  Government  here  have  received. 
Upon  his  own  shewing  then,  namely,  that  the  papers  in  his 
possession  justify  the  Irish  Government,  he  is  bound  to  pro- 
duce the  correspondence.  For  my  part,  I  know  of  nothing 
that  could  justify  any  Government,  to  use  the  words  of  my 
honourable  and  noble  friend  (Mr.  Ward),  rummaging  into 
the  Statutes  of  the  Irish  Parliament,  for  aa  Act,  conceived  in 
the  darkest  bigotry— an  Act  hatched  in  the  revengeful  dis« 
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poftitioa  of  those  vrhofie  intbleianoe  obnstitated  their  only 
pretension  to  power — a  pretension,  such  as  that  which  re* 
commended  those  who  now  exercise  the  functions  of  this 
Goveroment.  (Hear !  hear  I)  Bat  then  the  right  honoaraUe 
gentleman  assures  us  that  this  restrictiTe  Act  will  be  exercised 
mildly.  How  mildly  ?  If  executed  at  all,  it  must  be  rigorous. 
The  law  commands  you  to  apprehend,  and  therefore  if  it  be 
at  all  pnt  in  force,  you  cannot  dispoise  with  the  apprehension 
(Heart  krarl)  What  therefore  b  the  true  meamngofthis 
term  mildly  i  Why  this  aflfected  forbearance,  this  assumed 
lenity  ?  It  arises  from  thb  cause,  that  the  Ministers  of  tha 
Government  have  been  stopped  in  their  career  of  violence ; 
tliat  the  sanction  of  the  Prince  Regent  has  been  refused  to 
such  a  policy.  (Hear !  hear !)  There  has  been  a  correspond* 
once  botwreii  the  Government  here  and  that  of  Ireland.  Why 
is  it  ma  produced  ?  Let  his  Royal  Highnfss  and  the  Mi» 
nisten  appear  to  the  country  and  the  workl  in  their  true 
colours.  If  the  infonmation  be  not  produced  now,  it  never 
will  be  in  our  poiiscsfbn.  The  measure  is  altogether  busbed^i 
it  is  completely  quashed ;  and,  therefore,  when  we  hereafter 
inquire,  the  answer  will  be,  that  inquiry  is  unnecessary, 
inasmiicli  as  the  measure  was  not  acted  upon.  The  Gentle- 
men opposite  have  on  a  former  day  stated  their  previous 
ignorance  of  the  intended  measure  of  the  Irish  Government. 
1  ask  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  say,  whether  he 
did  not  see  the  Circular  Letter  of  the  Catholics /before  the 
departure  of  Mr.  Secretary  Pole  f  What  I  no  answer?  Is  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  as  dextrous  in  bis  silence  as  in 
his  eloquence  ? — 

Mr.  Ferceval  stated  across  the  table>  that  he  had  not  seen  it> 
Af r.  fFAf<&rrai/.—Extraordinary,  that  such  a  document, 
published  in  the  Irish  papers  early  in  the  month  of  January, 
— paperi  received  regularly  by  the  Irish  Secretary,  •«-  should 
be  unknown  to  the  Government  here.  But  surely  tiie  JMue  of 
Richmond  must  have  been  acquainted  with  it.  Indeed,  Mr. 
Secretary  Pole  appears,  as  I  have  stated  in  bis  presenoey  and 
therefore  may  rei)eat  in  his  absence,  to  be  Lord-Lieutenant 
in  his  own  capacity.  It  is  now  averred  that  the  Catholics, 
before  innoxious,  assumed  a  new  character,  as  was  visible 
from  their  late  discussions.    Are  we  to  trace  this  recent  ap- 

Kshension,  which  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  and  If  r. 
le  have  felt,  to  the  hct  of  their  names  bein^  introduced 
and  animadverted  on  in  the  late  discussion  ot  that  body  f 
It  is  indeed  a  most  .unhappy  combination  of  etrcumstances 
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tliat  the  gOTerament  of  the  Prince  Regent  should  be  ushered 
into  liehnd,  ifith  a  measure' of  harshness  and  coercion.  It 
was  most  eloquently  remarked  by  an  Irish  Sfember  of  a  late 
Parliament,  that  the  formation  of  the  Ministry,  if?hicb  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  had  taken  such  means  to  establish, 
had  for  ihe  remainder  of  his  Maiesty^s  reign  entombed  the 
hopes  of  the  Catholics.  {Hear  I  ncarl)  Are  the  same  instru- 
ments industriously  at  ivork  to  propagate  through  Ireland  the 

-thought,  that  their  hopes  are  also  entombed  through  the 
leign  of  his  successor  ?  {Hear !  hear !)  The  right  honourable 
Gentleman  says,  the  law  has  provided  against  the  Catholic 
meetings.  The  law  does  no  sudh  thing.,  Harsh  and  un« 
Gomtitutional  as  that  law  was,  it  was  directed  against  the 
objects  of  others.  The  concessions  to  the  Catholics  in  1793 
admitted  the  claims  of  thos^  who  were  stated  to  aot  for  tliem- 
Mves  and  others.  But  the  Convention  Bill  was  directed 
against  the  associations  for  Parliamentary  reform-—  associa- 
tions amongst  whom  were  some  most  distinguished  persons, 
and  a  present  member  of  this  House  not  the  least  conspicuous 
—J  mean  Mr.  Steuart  (now  Lord  Castlcreagh).  But  the 
Catholics  are  this  night  charged  by  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  with  an  attempt  to  evade  a  law,,  which  it  was 
iheir  determination  to  violate.    One  would  have  thoui^ht^ 

'  alter  all  his  affected  respect  for  that  body,  that  no  such  im« 
putatiou  would  be  presumed.  Would  it  not  be  more  pro* 
per,  more  correct,  and  more  politic,  to  infer,  even  if  a  viola« 
tion  of  law  took  place,  that  it  did  not  spring  from  any  pre- 
determined disposition  to  commit  an  offence  t  It  had  been 
said  that  these  discussions  in  Parliament  had  occasioned  £he 
irritation  that  prevailed  in  Ireland  :  but  it  had  been  weD 
and  truly  answered  by  his  riffht  honourable  friend  near  him^ 
that  unksB  these  irritated  feelings  had  the  means  of  evapom* 
tion  in  debate,  they  would  lead  to  conspiracy ;  that  if  tlie 
Catholics  could  not  proclaim  their  grievanoeft  in  open  day, 
they  would  brood  over  them  in  caverns ;  and  what  would 
be  thie  consequence?  Although  in  imitation  of  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  opposite  he  had  already  gone  beyond 
the  question,  he  must  observe  that  he  (Mr.  Perceval)  had  at 

,  his  entrance  into  office  given  a  bond,  sealed  with  his  bonoar, 
ihat  he  never  would  concede  the  Catholic  claims  (Hear  I 
Aear  \)  "^ho  sadctioned  this  act  of  the  Irish  Government  ? 
It  was  most  important  to  ascertain  this,  that  the  character 
of  the  Head  of  the  Government  here  might  stand  clear,  if  in 
Reality  it  was  clear ;  and  on  that  ground  he  irould  vote  tot 
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tbe  production  of  these  papers*  It  was  hi/^hly  desirable 
that  thd  Govemraetit  of  England  should  stand  anconnected 
with  this  proceeding,  to  see  whether  Mr.  Pole'  had  been, 
autborisad  to  canr  into  execution  this  civil  mode  of  arrest, 
or  whether  he  had  not  been  told  that  he  had  gone  a  step  too 
far,  and  that  part  of  bis  work  must  be  undone.  He  appre- 
hended tiat  this  was  what  had  actually  taken  place.  Sup- 
pose the  Committee  chose  to  hold  its  sittings  in  England, 
was  there  any  law  to  prevent  it  ?  Then  why  should  there  be 
any  such  law  in  Ireland  ?  He  was  anxious  to  see  how  the 
natter  really  ^tood,  that  blame  might  rest  where  it  was 
due. 

Mr.  Perceoai  denied  that  he  had  given  a  bond  sealed 
vith  his  honour,  never  to  concede  the  Catholic  claims. 
He  had  ^ven  no  bond  except  by  the  expression  of  his  sen** 
timents  m  tl|at  House ;  and  in  the  present  state  of  the 
CJatholics.  of  Ireland,  he  saw  no  hop6s  of  a  situation  of 
things  that  would  induce  him  to  change  bis  opmion.  He 
again  expressed  bis  confidence  that  the  Irish  Government 
had  been  warranted  in  the  steps  it  had  |fa|ken/ 

Mr.  WhiibreatL — When  I  said  that  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  had  given  a  bond  sealed  with  his  honour,  never 
to  concede  the  Catholic  claims,  I  meant  to  refer  to  the  man- 
ner in  which  he  came  into  office.  A  pledge  had  been 
required  from  his  predecessors  never,  whil^  in  office,  to  sub- 
mit any  thing  on  tbe  Catholic  subject.  This  they  refused 
to  give ;  and  were  removed.  Tbeir  successors,  I  conceive, 
came  in  under  this  pledge,  and  tberefore  I  said  tbe  right 
honourable  gentleman  had  given  a  bond,  sealed  with  his 
honour,  never  to  concede  the  Catholic  claims. 

Mr.  Perceval  again  denied  that  he  had  given  any  such 
pledge.  The  honourable  gentleman  might  argue  from  his 
sentiments  delivered  in  Parliament,  and  say  that  this  was 
tantampunt  to  a  pledge*.    But  he  had  given  no  other  pledge. 

Mr.  WhUbread  rose,  but  was  called  to  order  by  lifr. 
Yorkc. 

Mr.  WhUbread  submitted  to  the  candour  of  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Perceval)  whether,  in  justice  even  to 
him,  he  might  not  be  permitted  to  explain.  He  did  not  say 
that  the  pledge  bad  bem  given  in  so  many  words,  or  in  a 
writing  drawn  up  for  the  purpose. 

Mr.  Yorkc  again  rose  to  order,^  and  appealed  to  thf 
Chair. 
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Mr.  P$nsonby  maintained  there  was  no  disorder,  etcept 
what  was  occasioned  by  him  who  called  for  order.  Toe 
Chancellor  of  the  Ezcnequer  had  explained  two  or  three 
times,  and  why  should  not  his  hon.  friend  be-  heard  with 
equal  patience  ? 

'    Mr.  Abercrotnbjf  said  that  his  honourable  friend's  words 
were  directly  in  explanation. 

Mr.  TFhUbread  stated,  that  be  considered  the'pled^  as 
given  by  accepting  office,  when  relinquished  on  the  sole 
ground  of  a  retasal  to  corisent  to  any  such  pledge.  Under 
these  circumstances  the  King  had  been  deceived,  unless  the 
gentlemen  accepting  office  understood  themselves  to  be 
bound— 

Mr.  Yotke  and  Mr.  Fuller  then  rosti 

The  Speaker  adverted  to  the  inconvenience  that  must 
result  from  allowing  these  explanations  to  go  iuto  so  muck 
length,  and  thought  it  better  the  mjitter  should  rest. 

Cteneral  Jjofius  then  stated,  in  explanation,  that  the 
majority  of  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  were  in  no  worse  a 
condition  than  Protestants  of  the  same  rank. 

Mr.  Fuller  denied  that  he  had  risen  to  order,  not  being 
remarkable  for  his  knowledge  upon  that  point.  But  the 
honourable  gentleman  on  the  other  side  had  thrown  out  a 
supposition  of  the  existence  of  a  bond,  not  to  concede  the 
Catholic  claims,  and  all  that  sort  of  thing.  Why,  they 
wished,  it  was  well  known,  to  have  continued  in  power  if 
thev  could,  and  great  was  the  noise  and  lamentation  they 
made  when  they  went  out.  There  Was  neither  bond  nor 
seal  here  that  he  could  see,  and  he  was  sorry  that  such 
charges  shoulcl  be  made.  He  recollected,  about  thirty  years 
ago,  that  there  was  a  cry  to  send  arms  to  Ireland,  and  some 
gentlemen,  fuming  and  fermenting  like  a  beer  barrel,  pleaded 
m  favour  of  the  measure..  Accordingly  30,000  stand  of 
Rrms  were  sent,  and  were  used  in  the  rebellion  against  our^ 
selves,  for  some  of  these  very  arms  were  takeik  from  the 
Rebels  by  our  troops.  He  was  sorry  to  say  so,  but  there 
was  something  uncongenial— (No«  no  !)  Well — ^wliat 
would  you  do  ?  Suppose  you  try  this  Catholic  Emancipa- 
tion— it  would  not  answer.  They  would  still  continue  their 
disturbances  under  the  designation  of  ^^  Blue  Breeches^^  or 
some  other  appellation. of  the  same  kiml.  Nothing  could 
put. an  end  to  these  agitations^  unless  the  gentlemen  of 
Ireland  resided  upon  their  property  there,  and  relieved  the 
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poor  tenatits,  by  an  abatement  of  rent  and  tythes*  With 
regard  to  the  (question  more  immediately  before<  the;  House, 
(A  laUghJ  he  did  not  think  that  the  conduct  of  the 
Goveirnment  of  Ireland  ought  to  be  discussed  now.  The 
Duke  of  Richmond  ^nras  a  brave  and  ^erous  man,  and 
ivould  never  resort  to  severity  ivhen  lenity  ivould  serve  the 
purpose.  But  if  mildness  vrould  not  do,  he  must  have 
Recourse  to  stronger  measures.  They  ought  to  wait  ibc 
further  information  before  they  entered  upon  thi^  discus- 
sion, that  they  might  see  how  the  whole  matter  reaHy 

fttCKXl. 

Mr.  Jltdchinson  would  think  himself  unworthy  of  li  seat 
in  that  House,  .if  he  allowed  a  circumstance  noticed  by  the 
honourable  gentleman  who  spoke  hist  to  p^iss  uiinoticql; 
but  in  remarking  upon  it,  he  would  preserve  that  good 
humour  for  which  tne  Honourable  gentleman  himseirwas 
enerally  distinguished.  He,  had  been  most  unhappy  iq 
is  allusion  to  the  transactions  of  thirty ^  years  ago.  lie 
was  even  inaccurate  as  to  the  time,  for  it  was  hot  thirty 
years  since  the  circumstances  which  hei  had  so  imperfectly 
described  took  place.  The  fact  was^  that  the  Irish,  ill 
treated  as  ihey  bad  been  by  Great  Brit&in,  asked  for  arms^ 
and  Qsed  them  in  your  defence.  That  gallant  nation, 
having  an  account  still  to  settle  with  you,  generously  lenf 
its«  aid  when  it  found  you  in  dilBculty.  Such  was  their 
,  conduct  then — and  had  they  since  done  nothing  for  you  I  ^ 
Wherever  your  thunder  has  rolled — east,  west^  south, 
or  north — have  they  been  absent  ?  Let  that  .gallant 
people  only  stand  neuter,  and  he  would  ask,  where  was 
the  power  and  glory  of  Great  Britain?  Let  them  only 
remain  neuter^  and  the  strength  and  glory  bf  Britain  was  at 
an  end.  y  The  mostglorious  of  your  late  triumphs. have  been 
not  a  little  owing  to  the  exertions  of  the  gallant  people 
whom  the  honourable  gentleman  had  this  nrghc  traduced. 
He  wished  to  say  this  with  good  temper,  as  far  as  respected 
the  honourable  gentleman,  but  at  the  same  time  with  in* 
dignation,  at  finding  within  the  walls  of  that  House  so 
much  ignorance  of  the  capabilities  of  Ireland,  either  for 
aggression  or  defence  ;  and  he  was  sorry .  to  say  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  was  not  the  only  one  to  whom  this 
ignorance  extended.  With  regard  to  the  question  more 
immediately  under  consideration,  he  was  anxious  to  know 
whether  this  act  of  the  Irish  Government  had  the  sanction 
of  the  Executive  Authority  here — for  if  it  should  go  abroad 
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that  this  proceeding  had  been  approved  by  the  Resent^ 
and  bis  Goveriimeot  her^  (No !  "no !) — he  understood  the 
right  honourable  geutleman  to  have  8ai4«  that  he  conii- 
dered  this  at  ah  act  of  great  prudence  on  the  part  of  th^ 
Irish  Government,  and  that  it  was  approved  bj  toe  Govern* 
ment  here — he  wished  then  to  kno^,  whether,  ih^  Regent 
had  instructed  his  Ministers  ?    (A  cry  of  Order ^  Order*} 
—Mr.  l]l.  then  proceeded  to  correct  the  statement  of  the 
right  honourable  gentlejrnan  opposite,  .as  to  the  purposes 
for  which  the  Convention  Act  of  1793  had  been  franied. 
The  design  then  was  to  put  down  an  armed  association  of 
Uni<^    Irisbmcn  acting  against  the    GoTemmeot^  and 
Iiaving  for  its  ol^'cct  the  complete,  overthrow  of  BarliamtenU 
It  had.  been  staled  by  the  Administration  of  that  day,,  that 
the  Society  ia  question  iield  communications  with  France^ 
and  {bvii  its  design  was  to  overturn  the  Government.    The 
Act  was  brought  in  upon  the  spur  of  the  occasion  to  prevent 
the  meeting  of  a  G>n^Te6s  at  Athlone^  having,  as  had  been 
alleged,  these  objects  in  view.    Did  the  right  honourabI$^ 
gentleman  then  meau  to  say  that  any  such  object  was  to  be 
imputed  to  the  Catholic  Committee,  the  assembly  against 
which  tHe.Act  was  now  enforced  ?    Me  maintained  that  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  had  not  darejd  to  state  .the  facts 
oorreotly*    Would  hie  say,  'that  the  object  of  this  assembly, 
was  not  to  petition — but  to  put  down  the  Parliament  and. 
redress-  their  own  ^evanc^  ? '  Did  he  mean  to  say,  that  it 
held  any  communication  with  France?     No— he  could 
not  lay  any  such  thing  to  their  charge^    Their  object  was, 
clear;  tbey  met  in  order  to  prepare  a  petition  for  the 
redress  of  their  grievances.     In  this  their  design  was  to 
refute  the  assertions  of  those  t?ho  had  maintained  that  the* 
majority  of  the  Catholics   did  not  desire  emancipation* 
They  wished>  as  far  as  possible  to  collect  the  unanimous 
sense  of  the  Catholic  body,  to  shew  the  fallacy  of  such, 
improbable  statements. '  The  law^  therefore  had  by  this  Act 
been  violated — a  laW|  however^  which  ought  to-be  rep^led^i 
as  soon  as  possjble,.  and  he  intended  to  give  injimediate 
notice  to  that  effect.   No  diiBculty  to  petition  existra  in  thiS' 
country,   which    comparatively   was  possessed  of  everv 
blessing.    Why  then  snould  the  difficulty  exist  in  Ireland, 
where  there  were   so  many  grievances,    and'  where,  the 
^ercise  of  the  right  to  petition  was  so  much  the  more 
necessary?    But,  even  if  the  law  did  apply^he  did  not. 
think  that  under  the  circumstances  it  ougKt  tp  haV|^  bmi: 
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^ut  in  execution.  If  Ireldud  t^as  in  a  ^tate  so  disturbed, 
notice  ought  to  have  been  glveb  to  the  GoV6rhraeat  her&— 
and  if  they  had  notice  here,  then  th^y  "were  most  culpable 
oh  not  having  stated  this  in  tlie  Address,  of  which  the 
agitations  of  Ireland  onght  to  hate  been  the  mosfprominent 
feature.  If  disturbances  existed  in  Ireland^  wi^liout  t^a 
knowledge  of  Ministers,  their  ignorance  tva^s  criminal.  He 
»c5ncl\id3  by  ckprecating  the  dangerous  tendency  of  the 
'system  pursued  by  the  Minister,  who  came  down  with  the 
'Speech  to  the  House  at  the  opening  of  every  session^ 
'irtudiou^ly  abstaining  from  giving  Any  thing  like  an  ac- 
curate view  of  the  state  of  Ireland,  arid  represented  this 
Conduct  as  directly  opposite  to  his  duty. 

Mr,  Fuller  admitted  the  justncsa  of  all  the, encomiums 
iipon  the  Irish  out  of  their  own  countr^',  but  still  maia* 
tained  that  they  had  t)een  in  rebellioii  against  lis. 

Mr.  Ponsonby  would  have  said  but  a  few  words  had  it 
not  been  for  the  animadveirsioa  upon  the  conduct  of  those 
^'ho  advbdited  the  Catholic  cause  in  that  House.  It  bad 
oeen  asserted  that  the  tone  in  which  these  discussions  had 
heen  carried  on,  vms  calculated  to  inflame  the  minds  of  the 
people  of  Ireland,  and  to  produce  the  irritations  iinfiir- 
lunately  so  prevalent  in  that  couiitry.  He  (otially  deiiied 
the  position,  and  contended  that  it  Was  made  in  the  most 
^mct  ignorance  of  the  real  state  of  the  case.  No,  thb 
initatfed  st^te  of  Iteklid  tvas  not  the  effect  of  their  speeches. 

gid  theright  honourable  gentleman  (Perceydl)  think  ihajt 
i  Irish  were  so  stupid  as  apt  to  feel  their  grievances  with; 
oat  being  tdd  of  them  ?  (If ear,  hear\\  ^ik  miud  was 
tilled  with  astonishment  at  the  ignorance  evinced.^  upon 
'  nnts  of  the  last  imj)ortance,  whenever  Ijrish  affairs  became  < 
k  subject  of  discussion.  In  Jun^  last  they  stated  in  liis 
ajeityB  speech,  that  tbotigh  it  had  been  necessary  to  im« 

Se  some  new  taxes^  yet  they  Vere  not  such  as,  would  in- 
ere  with  the  growing  pfospentv  of  Ireland!  Where 
ims  this  gcoyfihg  jprbsjferity  ?  Wnere  was  the  evidence  of 
it  i  Was  it  in  this  fact  th^t  the  whole  reveniie  of  Ireland 
ibr  tire  last  year  was  hajf  a^  million  short  of  the  iniefest  of 
bet  debtj  wttbbut.d^billlng  to  Support  her  dtabli^bipeuts.; 
i^f  p^y  ntt  contribution  ?  -  {tlear^  Hear !)  "V^as  this  too 
dWing  to  the  sp^h^  of  the  Cathblic  advocates  in  Parlia* 
"ztient  ?  Conid  iiottlie  people  of  Ireland  kiibw  a;icl  feeUthis 
iHifidtii  hearing  6l  it  in  Pbrliamepiary  spm^hes  ?  ^c^, 
they-  koew  P^^  and  ft  great  de^  mdre^  without  being 


••  -  •  • 
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infonned  of  tbeir  grievances  by  such  means.  But  U  wonld 
become  gendemen  to  take  carei  and  not  push  too  far,  Ljst 
them  beware  of  driving  even  moderate  people  in  Ireland  to 
the  conclusion  that  the  connection  with  Grdat  Britain  ivai 
any  thin^  but  a  blessings  (Jlemr  \  hear !)  A  gentleman 
on  the  other  side  (Fuller)  had  adverted  to  transactions  with 
respect  to  Irehpid  thirty  years  agO|  asserting,  if  he  under- 
stood him  right,  that  thirty  years  ago  Irefauid  was  in  a 
state  of  rebdUon.  He  supposed  the  honoumble  gentlemap 
alluded  \k^  the  period  when  the  Irish  Volunteers  took  arms. 
For  ^hat  purpose  did  the  people  then  arm  ?  Why,  U^ 
allow  the  Government  to  employ  the  regular  troops  against 
the  French  whik  they  thcnisdvcs  performed  the  duty  qf 
excluding  the  French  fprn  the  shores  of  Ireland.  {Hear ! 
hear !)  The  right  honourable  gentlen^an  (Perceval)  air 
leged  that  the  £w  was  with  the  GovemmQit  of  Ireland^ 
He  was  not  prepared  at  present  to  say  that  it  was ;  neither 
would  he  insist  that  it  was  riot.  But  be  wanted  further 
information  to  enable  him  to  decide  with  certainty  whether 
it  was  or  was  not.  He  wished  to  have  it  clearly  ascertained 
whether  this  assembly  had  any  illegal  object  in  view,  except 
that  of  petitioning  Jrarliament  for  a  redress  of  ffrievanccs» 
This  was  n  most  material  point,  because  in  the  last  clause 
of  the  Act  there  was  a  distinct  provision,  that  nothing  therein 
contained  shoulcl  extend  tp  prevent  petitioning  either  the 
Crown  or  Parliament  for  redrpss,  {H^rX  hearl)'^  He 
granted  to  get  at  the  minds — ^tha  r(sal  purposes  of  the  assem- 
\Aj.  If  the  circular  was  colourable— if  j^hey  had  ille^l 
objects  in  view^  or  any  expept  that  sia^  ip  the  letter,  then, 
inaeed,  the  Irish  GovenuQent  mi^ht  be  justifiable.  But  to 
ienable  the  House  tp  Judge  whether  it  wassQ  or  not.  the 
documents  now  called  for  must  be  produced.  This  ^tter 
of  Pole's  denominated  the  Catholic  Committee  aq  unlawful 
assembly,  before  any  step  had  been  taken  except  that  of 
circulating  their  letter :  but  that  letter  mighthever  hi^ve  been 
acted  upon.  It  ha^'not  been  acted  upon  ;  and  yet  it  was 
necessary  to  shew  some  illegal  act  in  prder  to  proye  this  aif 
illegal  assembly,  fiut  then  it  wQuld  jbe  saiii  that  o^encje^ 
ou^t  to  be  prevent;^.  True  ;•  but  they  ought  to  have 
waited  to  see  whether  any  offisnce  was  likelv  to  be  com7 
mitted.  For  his  own  part,  he  declared  with  the  utmost 
iincerity  that  he  knew  notbiuff  of  any  illegal  acts  committed 
hy  this  assembly.  (Htarl  hear  I)  The  Magbtratesanj 
the  Sherifi  had  been  ordered  to  arrest.    He  was  oot  pre* 
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pared  to  say  whether  this  order  Vas  legal  or  not,  bat  he 
was  most  aDxious  to  see  how  the  facts  stood.  The  right 
bonoHrable  gentleman  told  them  that  they  would  not  be 
satisfied  even  if  they  got  the  information  moved  for.  It 
was  impossible  for  him  to  speak  with  cellainty  to  that 
point.  Facts,  which  he  thought  unimportant,  might  turn 
oat  to  be  most  material.  Then  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man proclaimed  his  confidence  in  the  Government  of 
Ireland;  but  would  he  engage,  when  he  received  further 
communications  from  Ireland,  io  lay  the  papers  before  the 
House  ?  Hof  he  would  have  the  House  to  judge  upon  his 
assertion.  The  temper  in  which  Irish  afiuir^  were  discussed, 
said  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  had  no  tendency  to 
lillay  discontents  in  Ireland.  I  earnestly  wish,  continued 
Mr.  Ponsonby,  that  the  British  Parliament  would  take 
pare  seriously  to  consider  in  what  situation  the  afiairg  of 
Ireland  really  are.  Nothing,  I  am  sure,  would  promote  the 
British  interest  in  Ireland,  so  much  as  an  anxious  attefition 
/oa  the  part  of  the  Britbh  members  to  the  state  of  that 
iCouJitry.  Rely  upon  it  that  it  is  not  by  the  Convention 
Act,  or  any  such  expedient  as  tliat,  you  can  prevent  dis* 
'turbance  in  Ireland — rely  upon  it,  that  while  the  present 
system  continues  in  force,  Ireland  will  be  to  you,  what  you 
in  your  hearts  know  her  to  be — a  perpetual  source  of  sus- 
picion, jealousy,  and  weakness. 

.The  House  then  divided — Ayes  43 — Noes  80-^Majority 
against  the  production  of  the  papers,  37. 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

•       * 

MONOA7«  F9BRUART  25. 
LORD  CLONCURRY's   DIVORCE. 

On  Lord  Cloncurry's Divorce  Bill,  Mr..Dam[>Ier  tendered 
in  evidence  certain  fetters  from  Lady  to  Lora  Cloncurry, 
confessing  the  adultery,  which  were  objected/  to  by  Mn 
Garrow  and  Mr*  Park  on  behalf  of  Lady  Cloncurry.  After 
hearing  the  learned  counsel  on  each  side,  the  Lord  Chan"> 
cellor  delivered  his  opinion,  that  the  tetters  were  not  admis* 
sible  evidence ;  but  in  order  that  further  time  might  be  given 
for  the  consideration  of  the  question,  his  Lordship  moved 
that  the  letters  be  admitted  in  evidence  (meaning  himself^ 
according  to  bis  present  opinion,  to  negative  that  motion^ 
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and  then  moved  to  adjourn  the  debate  npon  this  question 
till  Thursday  next*  The  motioh  to  adjourn  the  debate  till 
Tborsday  was  tigreed  to. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

MONDAY^  f  BBRCA«T  t5. 


I.OB1>   ELDOK. 


Jfr.  Whitbread  rose,  and  spoke  to  the  following  effect. 
Mr.  Speaker,  in  pursuance  of  the  notice  which  I  have  pfe- 
Viotisly  giveU)  I  rise  to  submit  a  motion  to  this  House,  in- 
volving in  its  result  considerations^  in  whichi  I  conceive, 
the  feelings  and  interests  of  the  country  are  materially  in- 
irolved.  ,  For  those  feelings  and  interests  it  is  of  peculiar  \xxk^ 
|>orranfce  that  this  House  should  ever  entertain  a  strict  re- 

rfd ;  in  the  question  to  which  my  motion  shall  advert,  it 
most  peculiarly  due.    For  I  think  it  will  be  allowed,  th^ 
whateyer  may  have  been  the  character  of  our  political 
distinctions,  hbtory  will  at  least  admit,  when  the  party 
beat  of  our  day  shall  be  consigned  to  the  same  silence  and 
Dbscttf  ity  as  the  party  contentions  of  preceding  times-^wben 
te  who  shall  write  for  the  instruction    of  posterity,    is 
removed  from  the  influence  of  contemporary  ^rejudice^ 
tnd  therefore  best  calculated  to  decide  with  impartiality-— 
«uch  historian  will  be  forced  to  acknowledge  that,  notwith- 
atanding  any  unjust  imputation,  no  people  ever  evinced, 
for  a  series  of  years,  a  nM>re  loyal  feeling  of  aflfection  and 
devotion  towards  the  person  or  govemment  of  the  present 
King,  than  the  people  of  this  country.    If  we  look  back  to 
thejast  twenty-five  yeairsof  his  Maj^y's  reign,  we  shall 
find  that  this  is  a  love  and  attachment  not  limited  to  the 
impressions  of  ^his  earlier  liie,  or  arising  from  the  prosperity 
df  his  councils^  btit  acquiring  additional  force  in  proportion 
to  hb  personsil  infirmities,  and  strengthening  with  his  decay, 
(Hfarl  hearl)     If  then  the  people  of  this  country  have 
uniformly  felt  the  highest  interest  in  thef  healtli  of. their 
Sovereign — if  in  the  days  of  his  ^trengiti,  they  have  rejoiced 
-^and  mourned  with  heartfelt  s6rtow  diiring  the  visitation  of 
fais  distress  and  sui&rings — is  it  not  a  dt^ty  most  imperative 
in  its  exercise,  for  this  House  to  appty  itself  to  the  investi- 
gation, whether  such  feelings  have  not  been  itldst  sharnefuUy 
ctec^ived^  whether  ihe  foulest  play  has  not^been  tarriM  on, 
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imd  the  peraon  of  the  King,  as  weU  as  the  attachment  of  hts 
subjects,  criminally  abv^,  in  order  to  accomplish  the 
schemes  of  certain  of  his  IMUnisteis.  (Hear  I  heart)  If  I 
shall  s)iew  that  sach  delusion  has  been  practised,  and  that 
neither  to  the  King  or  to  the  people  has  there  been  fair  plaj^ 
extended,  in  snch  circnms^c^  it  is  impossible  but  tha^ 
the  indignation  of  the  country  will  be  aroused,  and  that  it^ 
with  n^e,  will  loudly  call  for  a  full. inquiry  into  these  facte^ 
which  the  Houses  by  aerreeing  to  my  preliminary  motion^ 
shall  put  me  into  a  condition,  in  my  jud^men^,  perfectly  to* 
prove  and  to  establish.  In  the  year  1788,  the  period  when 
his  IMhjesty  was. first  afflicted  with  that  calamity,  to  which ' 
fie  has  since  been  repeatedly  subjected,  though  many 
rumours  were  afloat  on  the  siil^ect,  the  public  mind  con* 
tmqfd  for  a  loi^  time. deaf  to  the  statements  Their  aflec* 
tion  for  the  King,,  their  fears  of  the  ^vils  which  might 
fellow^  made  thq  people  iociedulous  as  to  the  existence  off 
the  net;  and  even  when  announced  by  his  conjffdential' 
servantsi  tlie  country  could  not  give  credit  to  the  extent  of 
the  extraordinary  affliction  with  which  the  Monarch  was- 
visited.  But  after.it  was  proved  in  this  House,  and  Pariia- 
ment  had  proceeded  to  take  the  due  me^ures  to  provide  fi>c 
the  incapacity,  the^  moment* -il  was  announced  to  the  tw<^ 
Houses  of  the  Lemalature  by  a  noble  personage  (Lord 
Thurlpw)  then  boUung  the  same  high  situation  which  hcai 
£Idon  now  fills,  that  his  Mi^ty  was  so  fkx  recovered  from 
his  malady  as  to 'be  expected  shortly  to  resume  hit  functions,, 
the  interval  required-  by  Ministers  was  immediately  ac* 
quiesced  iU)  by  the  unanimous  assent  of  the  Legislature^ 
anc|  the  corresponding  approval  of  the  country.  What* 
ever  heat  or  dissention  the  discussion's  of  the  question  for 
anpplying  4he  Roval  incapacity  might  have  produced, 
were  immediately  dfissipated  by  the  tidings  of  his  recovery 
and  restoration.  In  I^rliament  and  in  the  country,  the. 
satis^^^ion  was  sincere  and  universal;  theire  jglistened  in 
ev«ry  eye,  what  was  felt  in  every  heart.  Twelve  years  had* 
thence  elapsed,  when  the  country  learned  from^  the  state- 
ment of  the  physicians  in  attendance  on  the  King,  that  his. 
Sf^esty  was  indisposed*     Had  the  people  not  been  af> 

auunted  with  the  nature  of  the  disease  with  which  the 
ling;  W9S  before  affK^ted^  it  was  tiftterly  impossible  to  dis-^ 
upver  the.  true  circomstancts  of  his  situation  from  the  buU 
letioa  tfiien  daily  published.  It  13^  however,  now  notoriousj^ 
tj^t  his  Mafes^^s  09P4[>l9Jiftt  then^  "^^ss  mentid  desangement. 
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Yet,  ofi  th«  64(11  of  February,  1801,  ivb^h  his  Majesty  wa^ 
incapable  of  any  act  of  sound  di^retioh;  when»  to  nse^the 
-woras  of  one  6f  his  physicians  in  their  exaimination  before 
Flarliament,  his  judgment  was  it  edipse  ;  did  Lord  Eldon', 
thei^  as  he  is  no\^,  the  Lord  Chancellor  of  tbb  kingdom', 
come  down  to  Farliament,   and  in  bis  Majesty *s  nam^, 
under  the  pretext  of  the  Royal  command,  give  the  dssent  of 
the  King  to  a  Legislative  measure.    At  that  period  also,  it 
will  be  remembered,  a  very  remarkable  political  transaction 
took  place — Mr-  Pitt,  after  having  directed  the  affiiirs  of  this 
Empire,  as  Minister,  for  nearly  seventeen  years,  from  cir- 
cumstances now  unnecessary  to  mention,  felt  it  due  (o  his 
Awn  honour,  to  resign  his  seals  of  office  to  the  King ;  ancf 
was  succeeded  by  a  TK>bIe  Viscount  (Sidmouth),  who  was 
then  placed  in  that  chair,  which  you,  Mr.  Speaker,  now  so 
worthily  fill.    At  what  time  precisely,    Mr.  Addington, 
after  his  second  election,  in  consequence  of  his  acceptance 
of  office,  iook  his  place,  I  cannot  precisely  state.    How- 
ever,  on  the  lltfi  of  March,  we  know  that  his  Majesty's 
Physicians  ceased  to  issue  bulletins  of  his  health ;  anci  from 
the  examination  of  the  same  physicians,  in  the  month  of 
December,  1810,  we  are  informed  that  the  bulletins  were 
stopped,  in  order  that  the  public  should  ihink  that  his 
Majesty  was  fully  recovered.     It  is  now,  however,  known, 
from  the  same  unquestionable  source,  that,  subsequent  to 
(be  period,  when  these  bulletins  were  stopped,  a  very  serious, 
relapse  in  his  Majestv*s  malady  had  occurred ;  and  that, 
during  this  period  of  the  Royal  incapacity,  the  Executive 
authority  of  the  Crown  wais  carried  on  in  the  same  manner^ 
and  under  the  same  sanctions,  as  if  the  King  were' in  the 
fiill  enjoyment  of  those  faculties,  which  are  inseparably 
connected  with  the  full  and  complete  exercise  of  his  public 
functions*    Fot  though  on  the  15th  of  February  of  that 
year  his  illness  was  very  generally  announced,  yet  such  was' 
the  delicacy  of  the  public  and  ofooth  Houses  of  Parliament, 
that  no  parliamentary  notice  was  taken  of  the  occurrence  at 
that  date.    It  was  true,  indeed,  that  an  hon.  gentleman,  not 
now  a  member  of  this  House,  gave  notice  of  a  motion  on 
that  subject ;  but  it  having  been  deprecated  by  a  right  hon* 
friend  of  mine,  it  was  withdrawn,  Ivlr.  Pitt  having  dechrcci 
that  Ministers  would  feel  it  their  duty  to  make  a  communi- 
cation to  Parliament  in  the  evetit  of  his  Majesty's  complaint 
assuming  any  serions  aggravated  tendency.     In  the  year 
1804,  when  am  Majesty  was  a^ain  declared  to  be  indls* 


poaecl,  it  will  be  fouhd  from  (^e  report  of  the  ezamihatton 
of  tbe  physicians  before  tbe  Lords^ — a  report  which  it  is  my 
prelimmary  object  to  have  laid  on  tbe  table  of  this  House, 
and  to  deny  which  can  only  be  for  the  purpose  of  refusing 
all  inquiry, — that  one  of  these  Physicians  has  declared  upoa 
oath,  th^  tbe  period  of  the  Royal  incapacity  lasted  from 
the  ISth  of  March^  1804.  io  the  €3d  of  April  of  the  same 
year,  on  which  day  his  Majesty  appeared  in  Council.  It 
is  extraordinary  that  the  ph  ysicians  should  have  ceased  io 
issue  bulletins  of  his  Majesty's  state  on  the  94th  of  March, 
although  one  of  these  physicians,^ Dr.  Heberden^  has  posi- 
tively-declared, that  the  illness  continued  un&bated  until 

'  after  a  few  days  of  the  2Sd  of  April  following.  .  With 
respect  to  the  transactions  attending  his  Majesty  s  incapa^ 
city  in  the  year  1801 — ^As  two  of  the  persons  then  high  in. 
kis  ]VIajesty*s  Councils  are  now  lost  to  the  country^  and  aa 
firom  the  peculiar  situation  of  others^  there  can  now  eiEist 
little  alarm  in  the  nation  of  a  recurfeitce  by  the  same  persons 
Io  similar  proceedings,  it  is  not  ray  intention  to  extend  the 
present  inquiry  to  a  retrospective  consideration  of  tbe  events 
uf  that  period.  But  as  in  the  Act  which,  under  restrictions^ 
we  have  lately  passed  to  supply  the  deficiency  in  tlie  Royal 
Authority,  amongst  the  advisers'of  the  Queen  in  the  care  of 
Ibe  person  of  the  King,  and  to  facilitate  his  resumption  of 
the  Koyal  Authority,  the  name  of  the  person  is  inserted 
who  was  Lord  Chancellor  of  this  kin.£:aom  in  the  years  < 
1801  arid  1804,  during  the  periods  of  his  Majesty's  former 
derangement — as  there  are  now  living  members  df  tbe  other 
and  that  House  of  Parliament,  Viscount  Sidmouth»  Lord 
Castlereagb,  the  present  Lord  of.  the  Admiralty  (Mr. 
Yorke),  and  others  who  sat  in  the  King's  Cabinet  in  thd 
year  1804 ;  I  should  think  that,  either  for  the  object  of  pre^ 
caution*  and  with  the  hope  of  example^  this  Honse  will 
put  roe  in  a  situation  of  proving  what  I  undertake  to  sub^ 
stantiate,  while  it  wilt  give  to  those  whose  conduct  I  have 
impeached  the  opportunity  of  disproving  the  charges  I 

.  riiail  makSe.  Whether  any  imputation  will  ultimately  attach 
to  Yiscount  Sidmouth^  Lord  Castlereagh>  Mr.  Torke,.  or 
Lord  St.  Vincent*,  who  were  of  tbe  Cabinet  of  that  period^ 
I  pretend  not  to  anticipate*  That  question  will  be  best 
established  by  a  &ir  itatlquil'y ;  and  I,  therefore,  call  upoa 
tfaem>  by  the  duty  they  owe  their  own  characters,  to  sup« 
port  me  in  my  present  proposition.  But  that  blamte.  rests 
vfou  my .  L(^d  Sldon^  and  on  him.  most  particular! jr,  is 
Vol.  II.— 1811,  t 
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vfhai  I  broadly  assert,  ^nd  wbaf ,  if  this  House  will  allow 
nie  the  meansi  I  urill  undertake  to  prove.  In  180 1,  when 
be  was  Chancellor,  a  great  political  event  pccurred— -In 
1804,  about  the  period  of  his  Majesty's  illness,  another 
great  political  transaction  took  place*  On  the  latter  occa« 
siott  two  as  great  political  parties  as  ever  contested  on  thit 
arena  coalesced  against  the  Minister,  and  having  divided 
within  fifty  of  his  majority — for  it  was  not  then  the  fashion 
to- retain  office  even  under  the  prepare  of  repeated  defeats 
(Heart  hear ly^Mu  Addington  resigned.  It  bad  then 
been  the  hope  of  the  country,  and  it  has  been  avowtd  to  be 
the  wish  of  Mr.  Pitt,  that  after  the  heat  of  nine  yean  poli* 
tical  contest,  an  administration  should  have  been  formed, 
comprising  the  two  great  political  leaders  in  this  House. 
At  tne  period  when  a  negociation  for  that  purpose  waa 
going  on.  Lord  Eldon  was  the  only  Minister  who  had 
access  to  the  King. — Whether  it  was  he  who  gave  the 
advice  which  rendered  that  attempt  abortive,  there  is  no 
opportunity  of  deciding.  Whatever  was  the  nature  of  the 
communications  which  at  that  time  he  had  with  the  Kin^, 
as  there  were  no  witnesses,  will,  most  probably,  ever  remam' 
unknown.  That  noble  and  learned  Lord  did  not,  in  imita- 
tation  of  others  of  his  friends,  take  a  decided  part  on  that 
subject  He  did  not,  however,  like  the  Attorney*Gerieral 
of  that  time,  (now  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer)  boldly 
and  unequivocally  declare  that  no  such  coalition  could  take 

flace,  as  it  was  impossible  that  either  Mr.  Pitt»  or  Mr. 
ox,  could  both  meet  at  the  same  Council  Board,  without 
either  one  or  the  other  beiiig  ffuiltv  of  dissimulation.  At 
that  time,  my  Lord  Eldon,  in  the  House  of  Lords,  and  Mr. 
Addington,  in  the  House  of  Commons,  were  questioned 
concerning  the  incapacity  of  the  King.  A  motion,  advert- 
ing to  tliat  subject,  was  made  by  8ir  Robert  Lawley. — 
Mr.  Addington  met  that  proposition  by  saying,  tliat  the 
best  line  he  could  take,  was  to  return  no  answer. — How- 
ever, when  pressed  by  the  geneml  iecling  of  ihc  House,  be 
ataieid,  that  there  was  no  necessary  susptrnhiori  of  any 
necessary  function  of  the  Executive  Authorily ;  but  when 

Eressed  by  Mr.  Pitt  for  a  more  uqequivocal  statement  of 
ia  Majesty's  capacity,  the  Minister  answered,  that  there 
was  no  necessarV  suspension  of  the  Royal  functions.  That 
opinion,  Mr.  Addington  observed,  he  founded  on  the  Ke« 
port  of  hia  Majesty^  Physicians,  meaning  hj  tha^  ar  I 
oeUeye  fipdm  gpod  leasons^  that  he  at  the  time  had  no 


•  *• 


FSB.  25.]  toiin  EtDON.  139 

access  to  bis  Majesty.  However,  it  is  now  tinq^ostioimbly 
established)  that  bis  Majesty  was  incompetent  to  the  i4i&> 
cbfti^  d^  the  Royal  functions,  from  Febroary  IS,  I80i^ 
to  April  S3d  following.  Yet,  on  the  5th  and  6tli.^f 
Marco,  he  foui^d  Lord  Eldon  taking  his  ItCajesty's  com- 
mands on  a  propited  mea^nre  for  the  alienation  of  certain 
Crown  lands ;  and,  on  the  gtfa,  venturing  to  come  down  to 
Parliament  with  a  Commission,  purporting  to  be  signed  by 
tbe  King,  at  a  time  when,  by  the  acknowledgment  of  his 
Physicians,  his  Majesty  was  labouring  under  mental  iofit'- 
mity.  (Hear  I  hear  I)  At  that  period,  the  noble  and 
learned  Lord  was  questioned,  in  his  place  in  Parliament, 
as  to  the  competence  of  the  Sovereign.  In  one  of  those 
appeals,  which  are  so  cliaractcristic  of  his  eloquence,  he 
vowed  to  Heaven  that  he  would  sooner  burn  the  hand  from 
his  body  than  do  an  act  so  unconstitutional,  if  the  Monarch 
was  incompetent ;  at  the  same  time  avowing  that  he  acted 
upon  the  peril  of  his  own  responsibility.  (Hear! J  That 
responsibility  I  call  upon  the  House  this  day  to  put  to  issue/ 
(Hear!  hear  I)  I  call  upon  this  House  to  inquire  if  these 
transactions  did  not  take  place  when  his  Majesty  was  of 
unsound  mind,  wholly  incapable  of  exercising  the  Royal 
function ;  when  bis  judgment,  to  use  the  phrase  of  his  Phy- 
sicians, was  in  eclipse.  But  this  is  not  all ;  for  I  find  tht^f, 
on  tbe  26th  of  the  same  month,  a  message  was  brought 
down^  signed  by  the  King,  at  the  very  time  he  was  proved 
to  be  labouring  under  mental  (|erangement«  During  that 
period,  when  such  unconstitutidbal  proceedings  were  oc« 
curring,  the  Lord  Chancellor  Eldon  was  the  only  minister 
who  bad  access  to  the  Sovereign — he  was  at  the  very  mo- 
ment in  the  exercise  of  the  same  judicial  superintendance 
over  the  King,  as  he  is  in  the  habit  of  holding  over  un- 
happy private  persons,  against  whom  a  commission  of  lu- 
nacy had  been  issued.  (Hear!  hear !  hear !)  If  these  arfe? 
undeniable  facts, — and  to  prove  them  so,  I  think  I  may 
nledge  myself,~^have  I  not  every  right  to  expect  that  this 
House,  that  the  Ministers  of  that  day,  and  the  friends!  uf 
those  Ministers,  will  vote  for  an  inquiry,  which  will  afford 
them  the  opportunity  of  defence;  and  of  which,  if  they 
shall  not  avail  themselves,  but  oppose,  theti  the  aSectatioti 
of  admitted  responsibility  is,  on  their  part,  worse  than  idle 
— it  is  insincfere*  (HearX  hearXy  It  is  most  material'  to 
the  country  to  be  informed  aright  upon  this  subject,  either, 
ifwfaatlhave  stated  be  true,  it  may  by  present  exam^l^ 
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guard  against  future  repetttion  ;  lor^  if  it  be  untrue,  that  it» 
talMfhood  should  be  unquestionably  established.     {HtarV 
hearX)     His  Majesty,  recovering  from  a  similar  calami ty,  ^ 
is  now  again  about  to  be  restored  to  the  exercise  of  the 
Executive  functions  t>y  the  same  instrument ;  and  therefore 
it  is  highly  neceHsary.  to  protect  both  the  Sovereign  and  his 
subjects  from  being  again  exposed  to  such  improper  delu« 
sion.     No  man,  1  think,  will  venture  to  say,  that  a  King  of 
England  can  be  considered  capable  of  discharging  his  pub* 
]ic  duties,   though. in  a  state  of  mental  infirmity  uhich 
would  preclude  a  private  individual  from  being  entrusted 
\y  that  vi'ry  Lord  Chancellor  wit^  the  conduct  bf  his  own 
private  affairs.     (Hear!  hear!)    No  man  will  attempt  to 
contend*  that  the  individual  would  be  fit  to  conduct  his  af- 
fairs during  a  period  when  he  was  placed  under  the  restraint 
of  those  attendants  which  are  employed  in  restraining  the 
insane.    This^House,  I  should  hope,  will  ndt  declare  that 
{I  state  of  competency,  during  which  the  King,  though  io 
the  morning  exhibited  in  a  council,  was  immediately  after 
placed  under  personal  restraint.    (Hear  I  hiariy    It  is  id 
evidence-that  his  Majesty,  from  the  appearance  of  the  ma- 
lady in  February^  lb04,  to  a  period  long  after  the  23d  of 
April,  was  under  the  <rare  of  a  physician  (Dr.  Simmons)^ 
whose  immediate  pjovince  it  is,  both  in  a  public  and  pri- 
vate capacity,  to  attend  to  persons  labouriog  under  mental 
derangement*     My  opinion  is,  that  the  Sovereign  cannot 
^  considered  fit  to  discharge  the  duties  of  the  Royal  office,* 
unless  at  least  he  should  be  in  such  a  state  of  recovery  as 
would,  in  the  case  of  a  private  individual,  procure  the' su- 
persession of  a  commission  of  lunacy.   Yet  with  what  cau* 
tion  and  deliberate  inquiry  does  not  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
the  legal  protector  of  lunatics,  proceed',  before  he  decides; 
Xo  supersede  such  commission  ?    Indeed,  in  the  course  of 
the  noble  Ix>rd's  practice,  there  occurred  to  himself  an  in- 
cident which  full;  exemplified  the  propriety  of  that  delibe- 
ration and  vigilanQC.  He  bad,  as  1  have  heard,  applied  to. 
supersede  a  commission  of  Itmac^,  upon  such  groundsi*, 
taken  both  as  to  time  and  quality,  as  left  no  doubt  of  the* 
restored  sanity  of  bhn  fo;*  whom  the  learned  (^ord  applied. 
He  was  successful  in  the  application,  and  it  was  not  scarce 
Qve  minutes  after  the  decision,  when  the  lunatic  went  to 
Return  him  thanks  for  his  exertions,  that  he  was  then  con- 
vinced, that  the  motion  he  carried  was  the  greatest  injury 
^h at  couTd  happen  to  the  unfortunate  man.    That  soured 
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from  which  ihe  ijifirmity  springs,  and  whirh  for  a  length  of 
rinie  bad  eluded  obiiervdtion,  was  now  suddenly  discovered 
— bj  touching  on  ihis  particular  cord,  the  whole  fabric, 
raised  by  a  species  of  morbid  cunning,  was  wholly  ovei^  • 
thrown.  It  ha^  been  said,  that  at  \he  periods  altuded  to^ 
of  1804,  when  hit  Majesty  exercised  his  functions,  there 
were  from  the  Physicians  certificates  of  competency  for  the 
day.  (HeurVhcarl)  Will  the  House  of  Commons  ao<^ 
knowledge  tlie  validiiy  of  such  proofs?  {Hear  I  A^ar!)— • 
Or  can  they  admit  that  to  be  a  state  of  capacityi  which  only 
shewed  itself  in  casual  intervals,  ahd  which  would  not  be 
auflicienc  to  reinstate  a  private  individual  in  the  conduct  of 
his  private  concerns  ?  I  have  taken  some  trouble  to  make 
myself  acquainted  with  the  principles  which  regulate  the' 
Court  of  Chancery,  in  its  decisions  with  respect  to  lunatics. 
In  the  case  of  the  Attorney  General  verms  Panther  and 
others,  which  was  an  issue  out  of  Chancery  to  the  Court  of 
King's  Bench,  to  try  the  validity  of  a  will,  made  under  the 
following  circumstatices : — ^The  testatrix,  Frances  Barton* 
bad  been  previously  disordered  in  her  mind ;  but  at  the  time 
of  making  her  wilf,  was  proved  by  the  attesting  witnesses 
to  be  of  sound  disposing  mind.  No  imputatiou  was  case 
upon  the  {character  of  the  witnesses.  The  jury  found  in  fa<^ 
vour  of  the  will ;  but  the  decision  not  being  satisfactory  ta 
•Lord  Kenyon,  an  application  was  again  made  ^to  Lord 
Thurlow.  In  that  argument  it  was  laid  down  by  that  no-i 
bie  and  learned  Lord,  that  if  derangement  be  alleged,  it 
must  be  proved ;  but  that  if  any  lucid  intervals  hare  eocisted, 
the  bulk  of  proof  was  to  shew  the  soundness  and  sanity  at 
the  time  of  the  lucid  interval ;  and  tliat  such  evidence  most 
be  as  strong  and  as  demonstrative  as  was  the  proof  of  the 
previous  derangenient— «that  it  must  go  to  the  habit  and  ge- 
neral demeanour  of  the  person,  and  not  depend  upon  i\^e 
existence  of  any  temporary  self-possession.  I  agree  with 
such  position,  that  before  capacity  be  acknowledged,  the 
mental  disease  shall  be  wholly  dissipated,  that  there  shouM 
not  remain  even  a  solitary  point,  the: intervention  of  which 
Vroul^  again  throw  back  the  afflicted  sufferer  into  all  his  in«  . 
consistenci^  and  deliisiotis.  Is  it  not  snflficient  to  shew, 
tliat  by  previous  management,  th^  lunatic  could  be  made 
capable  to  execute,  at  a  given  time,  a  given  business?  W« 
l^now,  that  when  the  habit  is  so  (ar  vitiated  as  lo  lead  to'the 
^ost  confused  notions  and  uncbnaected  pcrsuasipp^j^  tb.at 
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irery  given  busiiieft  is  the  expedient  adopted  to  recall  the 
vrauderiDg  thoughts.  ( Hear  I  hear  I  hear  \)  I  would  have 
liked  to  cross^examiDe  these  Pbysieiaos-«-l  would  like  to 
cross-examine  my  Lord  Eldon  on  this  point ;  I  would  ask 
him,  whether  in  the  exercise  of  his  judicial  duty,  he  would 
pronounce  that  person  competent^  whom  he  still  thought  il 
necessary  to  continue  uhder  personal  restraint — not  only 
alone  the  restraint  of  the  Physicians,  but  of  those  subordi« 
)>ate  agents  who  attend  in  cases  of  mental  derangement?— 
I  wouid  ask>  whether  at  the  time,  when. he,  in  the  name  of 
the  King*  exercised  certain  acts  of  the  Executive  autho- 
rity, his  Majesty  was  not  under  personal  restraint,  such  as 
J  nave  described  ?  (Hear  !  hear  /)  I  would  ask^  whether 
at  that  time  he  himself  did  not  exert  an  authority,  which  he 
codd  have  no  right  to  exercise,  unless  in  bis  judicial  cilpa«' 
city,  as  the  legal  guardian  of  lunatics  ?  (Hear  I  hear !  hear !) 
1  would  ask  him,  whether  he  ^id  not  at  that  time  possess 
l^imself  of  the  keys  of  the  King's  private  eicrutotret  and  re- 
fuse to  give  them  upf  (Hear  \, hear  \  hear  I)  If  it  shall 
be  told  me  that  this  is  all  assertion  on  my  part,  my  answer 
is,  then  give  me  the  opportunity  to  prove  it*  My  motion 
of  this  night,  if  acceded  to  me,  will  put  me  in  a  condition 
to  proceed  to  my  ulterior  object*  I  say,  that  from  the  12th 
of  February,  1804,  to  the  lOih  of  June^  Dr.  3immons,  and 
kis' subordinate  agents,  exercised  a  control  over  his  Ma* 
je$ty>  such  as  is  known  to  be  exercised  towards  persons  af« 
flicted  with  the  deprivation  of  reason;  that  during  tbatpe* 
nod  Lord  Eldon,  of  all  bis  Ministers,  had  alone  access*  to 
the  King,  and  that  the  noble  Viscount  (Sidmouth),  at  the 
head  of  that  Administration,  did  not  see  his  Majesty  until 
he  went  to  resign  his  office.  I  cannot  repeat  too  often,  that 
the  friends  of  that  noble  Lord,  and  of  bis  colleagues,  are 
bound  this  night  to  give  me  their  assistance ;  otherwise  it  is 
impossible  for  them  to  stand  clear  in  the  eyes  of  the  coun** 
try.  In  the  treatment  of  the  afflict^  Monarch  bidself, 
Inere  is  strong  aggravation  of  his  servants'  offettce.  The 
Idlings  of  the  country  must  revolt,,  when  tbey  find  thai  in 
the  hour  of  his  calamity  their  Sovereign  waft  at  one  boar 
exhibited  in  the  counoil|  then  driven  from  one  pbce  to  the 
other,  to  excite  false  impressions  in  the  couotry-wparaded 
in  the  nsomin^  as  a  King,  only  to  be  remanded  at  night  to 
peisoiml  restrictien  and  controU    (Star I  heart  hearl} 
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Those  who  are  attached  to  the  Sovereign  merely  from  bit 
personal  vntueB,  mast  feel  indignant  at  the  unfeeling  agita- 
tion to  which  he  has  been  exposed.    Those  *who  respect   ^ 
the  Kingly  office,  and  are  anxious  for  its  stability,  cannot 
but  deprecate  the  manner  in  which  its  dignity  has  beenim« 
pained,  and  itsseoirity  andermined.     [Heart)    I  have  al- 
ready stated  the  opinion  of  Lord  Thurlow  on  cases  of  men- 
tal  disrangemeat*— an  opinion  siven  by  that  Nobleman  in 
1793 ;  of  course  Bubsequeni  to  his  Majesty's  original  indis- 
position^     In  1802,  I  find  that  in  the  case  of  Hidgway  v, 
JBarton,  even  Lord  Eldon  himself  held  that  the  power  of 
the  Chancellor  could  and  ought  to  be  extended  to  persons 
not  deranged  or  insane,  hot  who. were  of  weak  and  infirm 
intellect.    He  then  held  it  to  be  the  doty  of  his  Court,  to 
extend  to  such  persons  its  protection  against  the  impositiott 
of  designing  and  interested  persons,  who  might  takeadvan* 
tage  of  the  weakness  of  mind,  to  obtain  a  control  over  the 
disposition  of  their  pioperty  and  effects.  The  care  of  which 
such  persons  stood  in  need,  was  not,  however,  applicable 
to  Lord  £Idon'a  kings.    He  did  not  appeal  to  Parliament* 
When  bis  Sovereign  was  labouring  under  avowed  incapa* 
city— when  be  acted  in  his  name,  and  alienated  the  pro- 
perty of  theCrown-*-when  he  flossessed  hinfself  of  hi^  pri« 
vate  keys  and  papers — when  all  other  of  his  servants  were 
denied  access — ^when,  though  hurried  from  east  to  west,  for 
the  purpose  of  delusion,  in  his  palace  he  was  continued  un- 
der .personal  restraint.    That  these  things  have  beeu  done^ 
I  assert ;  and,  if  not  much  mistaken  in  the  information  I 
have  received,  shall  by  proof,  if  inquiry  be  allowed,  be 
prepared  fully  to  establish.  I  will  not  trespass  longer  on  the 
attention  of  the  House  at  this  moment,  expressing  my  hope, 
that  if  any  thing  in  opposition  to  my  statement  shall  be 
made  by  the  eendepfien  on  the  other  side,  I  shall  be  in* 
dulged  with  toe  opportunity  of  a  reply.  (Heart  hear  I)  Tlie. 
honourable  member  concluded  with  moving,  ^^  that  a  Com- 
mittee be  appointed  to  search  the  Journals  of  the  Lords  for 
the  Report  of  the  Examination  in  December  last,  of  the 
Physicians  in  attendance  on  his  Mnjesty,  and  that  the  same, 
be  laid  before  the  Hpuse/' 

Xord  Casdereagh  began  by  #b9erving>  thatas  he  had  been 
a  Minister  of  the  Crown  in  1B04,  be  should  not  do  his  duty 
unless  he  took  the  earliest  opportunity  of  meeting  the 
charges  now  brought  against  the  Administration  of  that . 
pedod*    Delicate  and  important  as^  the  question  was,  the ' 
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House  kiiew  its  duty  \o  the  Sovcm^^n  and  th^  count  rjtoor. 
ivell  to  be  restrained  by  any  considerations  ftom  doin^  justice 
.  on  the  present  occasion  ;  and  be  fully  went  alon^  i^ith  the 
bonoumble  gentleman,  and  even  put  it  stronger,  that  iFthe 
Ministers  of  1 804  had  violated  their  obligations  to  tbe  Kin<2^ 
and  the  public^' the  House  ought ^  to  liatl  them  to  a  most 
severe  account.  The  honourable  gentleman  bad^  he  would 
Aot  say  illiberally,  but  perhaps  natt^mlly,  directed  his  parfi^ 
cular  attention  to  the  conduct  of  Lord  Eidon^  who  held  the 
sanae  high  situation  then,  as  at  present.  But  he  (Casile^ 
reagh)  could  not  as  a  man  of  honour  forbear  claiming  hid 
fuir  share  of  the  responsibility,  and  of  tbe  blame,  if  there  wai- 
any  criminality,  but  which  he  denied.  This  was  not  a  mer<^' 
bravado;  for  he  would  tell  the  Houses  why  he  considered 
himself  as  equally  responsible.  It  was  because  he  was 
conscious  that  none  of  (he  Ministers  would  have  gone 
up  and  taken  his  Majesty's  pleasure  on  any  business; 
unless  the  whole  of  the  Cabinet  had  been  convinced  that 
be  was  in  such  a  state  of  health  as  to  have  rendered  it  crimi- 
nal in  them  to  refrain  from  doing  that  for  which  they  were 
now  accused. — Tbe  honourable  gentleman  would  find,  tliat 
the  evidence  on  the  Lords  Journals  would  not  bear  him  out 
in  all  his  statements ;  for  he  hiin^lf  could  contradict  soro(} 
of  his  facts.  He  knew  perfectly  well,  for  instance,  that  thcf 
honourable  gentleman  was  mistaken  in  the  assertion,  that 
Lord  lildon  was  the  only  Minister  that  visited  tlie  King; 
between  the  ISlh  of  February  and  23d  of  April.  Lord  Eldoii 
was  not  the  only  Minister  that  visited  his  Majesty  in  that 
interval.  His  Lordship  next  objected  to  tbe  extent  of  the 
definition  oC  the  circumstances,  in  which  competency  must 
be  presumed  to  exibt.  it  was^  indeed,  so  large^  that  it  would 
cover  hot  only  the  period  of  the  least  remains  of  disease,  but 
even  that  of  the  recovery.  Th  is,  however,  was  not  a  fbuiida* 
lion  on  which  he  would  rest  much  ;  he  had  better  grounds 
to  stand  upon.  The  honourable  gentleman  was  then,, as  noii^, 
iui  ornament  of  the  House— >and  these  facts  were  tlien  fully 
in  his 'view.  (Hear  I  hear  I  from  Mr.  JFhilbread^  and 
others).  He  hoped  the  honourable  gentleman  would  not 
allege  in  his  answer,  thaC  it  was  not  perfectly  understood 
then,  that  bis  Majesty's  disorder  was  of  the  same  description 
as  that  with  which  he  had  been  afflicted  in .1789 — and  which- 
led  to  the  Parliamentary  proceeding  of  that  period.  Tbe 
fact  that  Dr.  Simmons  had  been  called  in,  was  notorious—^ 
tod  if  the  honourable  gentleman  regarded  these  things  ia 
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the  same  Mghi  as^  he  did  now,  it  was  a  gross  neglect  of 
dnty  in  bim  not  to  hare  at  that  time  called  Ministers  to  ac* 
coant.  (Hear  f  Hear !)«— Why  did  the  honourable  gentle 
man  pass  over  the  matter  at  the  time  ?  If  this  doctrine  was- 
to  prevail ;  if  they  were  to  listen  to  such  accusations  pre* 
ftried  six  or  seven  years  after  the  date  of  the  tmcisactions,  he 
would  have  a  just  right  to  charge  the  honourable  gentleman 
and  the  House  with  a  design' to  entrap  the  Ministers.  {Heart 
hear!)  Having  m-tide  these  preliminary  observations^  he 
'Would  now  come  to  the  main  basis  of  his  defence,  fhe 
natuie  of  the  evidence  lieibre  the  Lords  was  notorious,  and  . 
tberefore  the  matter  was  already  substantially  befoie  the' 
House,  and  they  had  to  judge  whether  such  a  prima  fade 
cbatge  was  made  out  against  the  Administration  of  1804  as 
to  call  for  a  Parliamentary  inquiry.  With  regard  to  Dr. 
Heberden's  evidence,  if  it  was  Xa  be  taken  merely  as  given 
before  the  Lords,  it  might  be  considefed  as  affording  some 
colour,  though  not  a  real  foundation,  for  this  charge.  Dr. 
Hebeiden  had  stated  before  the  Committee  of  Lords,  that  he 
had  been  called  in  on  the  IIBth  February,  1804,  and  that  his 
Miyesty  presided  at  Council  on  the  23d  of  April;  the  In- 
terval be  considered  as  the  extent  of  the  disease.  When 
pressed  with  the  question  whether  the  malady  extended  over 
the  whole  period,  he  answered,  No ;  that  a  tew  days  befote 
the  SSd  April  his  Majesty  was  competent  io  tmnsact  puUic 
business ;  the  honourobte  gentleman  might  think  that  ex- 
cept for  this,  a  few  days  before  the  23d  his  Majesty  was  not 
eampetent ;  and  the  implication  would,  perhaps,  have  been 
justifiable  enough,  if  there  had  been  no  explanation.  Now 
he  did  not  mean  tp  charge  Dr.  Hebeiden  with  any  thing 
illibeml  or  improper.  A  man  of  his  high  character  would 
no  doubt  give  tiie  same  evidence  before  a  Committee  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  as  he  would  on  oath  before  the  Lords.. 
His  evidence  before  both  was  therefore  to  be  taken  into  ac« 
ooont,  and  thet^imony  in  the  one  case  must  be  admitted* 
as  explanatory  of  that  iu  the  other.  The  honoumble  gentle- 
man might  have  cross-examined  Dr.  Heberden  before  the 
Committee  of  the  Commons  if  he  had  chosen.  What  was 
Dr.  Heberden's  evidence  there  ?  Being  asked,  whether  he 
tccoUected  th<)  time  when  the  buHctins  oeased  in  18(M — he' 
answered  no;  but  in  reply  to  a  question,  whether  they  were- 
discootinoed  in  order  to  shew  that  his  Majesty  was  compe-- 
teift  to.peiform  the  duties  of  his  situation  ? — he  said,  that' 
they  w^e.  Now  the  bulletins  oeased  on  the  l9S8d  of  )^rcb« 
Vol.  U 181L ,  U  ' 
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Are  weeks  before  (he  SSd  of  April.  The  hoooifibk  f^fte* 
man,  hehoped,  vroald  do  htm  the  jinlioe  to  say,  that'^it  was 
DOl  bis  practice  io  evade  an  accusation,  aor  tt>  argue  a  point 
iinfiiirly.  The  evidence  then  of  Dr.  I4ebei4e^  taken  logethait 
wis»  that  his  Majesty  was  felly  oonipeteal  to  the-diBcharffB 
of  the  Royal  functioos  on  the  SSd  kfan^b.  But  he  had  the 
interval  between  the  ]8th  Eebruarv  and  99d  of  March  still 
to  account  for ;  and  he  hoped  hesbould  do  it  in  a  manner  as 
satifl&ctory  to  the  House,  as  it  was  to  his  own  judgYtent. 
Tbey  had  never  then  done  an^  act  of  govermnent  without 
having  the  competency  of  his  Mbutsty  aacertained  b^  the 
opinion  of  tbePbysioiaas»  and  tbejndgineat  of  the  individtiaL 
whose  duty  it  was  to  submit  the  particular  act  in  view.to 
bis  Majesty,  and  give  the  neoessary  ezplanatioii.  He  boped^ 
therefore,  the  Government  of  timt  pei^od  would  be  need 
from  the  imputations  cast  upo*  them*  But  he  woidd  take 
bM;her  ground,  and  matntata,  thai  if  the  Ministers,  under 
i^lf  the  circumstances,  bad  not  iK^ed  as  they  had  done,  the 
honourable  ^ntleman  woidd.  now  have  chaigod  them 
with  posilfainu&ity,  and  a  grass  bieadi  of  duty  to  the  King 
and  the  puUftOi  The  House  would  not  forget  thedtflicHlttea 
of  the  period,  and  the  temper  of  Parliament*  Though,  they 
had  not  the  direct  authority  of  Farliameat  for  what  they  hat^ 
done,  yet  th^  was  enough  in  the  view  of  the  Patliaaent; 
and  the  Country  io  enable  them  to  judge  of  this  oondiict  of 
the  AdminislnutioD,  and  the  Ministois  aoricht  easily  collect 
what  was  the  opinion  of  Parliameat.-*-<  £leer  I  Aedr  I)  He 
Qoofirased,  that^  under  all  the  ciicumstancea  he  expected 
something  mote  than  n.oold  acquittal.  On  iht'  ISth  o^ 
Febroarv,  the  first  buUetin  issivd.  On  tbe^th^  the  subject 
of  hia  IVbjssty's  iUness  was  noticed  by  an  honauraUe  baimet 
ia  Parliament,  and  then  only  With  a  view  to  a  particular 
poiiit.  It  was  enon^.  for  him  ta  states  that  oa  the  t2d  and> 
27  th  of  Fehffuaiy,  t£&Cabinet«xraiined  lbs  Pbyaioiana,  and! 
tfae.  Physicians  iMd  declared  that  hsa  Bfajesty  wascmpelsRt 
to  pertbrm  the  Boyal  fiinctionB^^fmd  hoe  he  idinrnKi  ia  the 
di&ieoce  between  the  year  18M  atfid  the  present  period^  witii 
ii^^ard  to  his  Majesty 'a  indispqsitfao.  When*  Parliament 
iatiply  met,  it  ponld  proceed  to  no  hostncss  tiU.it  had  taken, 
atq^  to  ascertain  the  wafltt  of  the  Royal  Authority,  and  tq 
supply  the  deficiency.  Bot  in  1804,  Parliament  was  sitting  ^ 
and  in  tbatidifficnlt  period,  was  the  House  prepared  to  say 
Uiat  the  Ministeats^  mcMly  en.  account  of  an  mdispoaitioii  in 
^  BCsjjesty  pC  a  mw  day^  or  wsdu,  anghi  to  come  down  ti 
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the  Home  and  mlsfkiiid  the  whole  of  the  legislative  functions  ? 
— Thej  bad  thb  to  Gonsider,  and  when  it  was  recollected 
that  the  country  was  then  noenaced  with  invasion,  and  that 
the  most  important  measures  were  in  progiSesS)  he  trusted  the 
House  would  approve  df  their  determination.  On  the  2Sd 
of  Februarj)  as  he  bad  said,  the  Physicians  were  examined^ 
imd  had  stated  that  a  very  raateriai  improvement  had  taken 
phKre  hi  his  Majestv's  health  $  and  a^in,  on  the  27th,  they 
deelated  that  a  rarther  improvement  had  taken  place* 
Being  asked  whether  they  thought  his  Majesty  competent 
lo  iany  act  of  eovemmenl,  if  necessary ;  they  answered ,  that 
though  it  would  be  better  to  postpone  any  act,  if  the  public 
service  would  allow  it,  yet  that  his  Majesty  was  competent. 
This  was  the  judgment  of  the  Physicians^  who  were  to  he 
.  ^ndenteod,  in  respect  of  competency,  as  speaking  in  the 
tame  way  as  they  would  of  any  private  lodividuaT^  imagi* 
fi4ng  that  his  Majesty  was  as  competent  todischarge  the  Boy^ 
fcnctionsj  as  a  private  individual  was  to  transact  his  coipmoo 
affiiirs,  or  make  a  deed  which  an  honest  man  would  subscrib«l 
as  a  witness,  and  which  would  be  valid  in  taw,  upon  an  io* 
quny  into  all  the  circumstances.  To  disarm  the  question  of 
Bome  of  the  jealousy  attached  to  if,  his  Lordship,  while  ht 
admitted  the  traporUmce  of  the  Royal  functions,  ren^rked 
that  the  public  interest  was  always  secured  by  the  circum^ 
atanccrthat  the  Minister  was  at  all  events  responsible  for  every 
act  of  the  Government.  His  Lordship  mentioned  that  ho 
bad  made  a  memorandum  of  the  answers  of  t)ie  Physicians  ^^t 
the  time  of  their  exambation  on  the  S7tb  Feb.  and  there* 
fote  he  had  been  enabled  to  speak  to  it  more  accurately. 
The  cause  of  the  desire  of  postponement  by  the  Physicians 
wib  the  danger  of  a  protracted  discussion  to  a  recovering 
mind.  Notwithstanding  the  competency  of  his  Majesty  oa 
the  20d  and^th  February,  no  act  of  government  had  tieea 
done  byJitm  till  the  5th  of  March.— The  honourable  gen* 
tkmian  carried  bis  notion  of  incompetency  so  far,  that 
-he  would  have  an  instant  suspension  declared,  though 
the  derangement  was  merely  incideataU  and  likelv  to  be  but 
of  very  snort  continuance.  But  on  the  S7th  of  February, 
^ben  the  subject  was  mentioned  in  the  House^  itappeared  that 
PkiriiailieBt  had  a  difierent  view  of  the  duty  of  Xjfovemment* 
Mr.  Pox  thought  that  the  Ministers  ought  to  mTike  a  com<» 
nifinication  to  the  House,  and  Mr.  Windham  agreed  with 
him ;  but  did  not  thinkit  imperative  on  the  House  to  take  any 
•tepaia  coBScqueuce.  But  what  was  the  feeling  of  the  House  i 
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jLord  Sidmottth  stated,  that  he  did  not  thi»k  it  his  duty  to 
make  any  communication;  and  vihen  furthar  prened, 
he  said)  be  did  not  conceive  that  there  was  an^  necesmnr 
suspension  of  the  regal  functions.  The  foundation  of  this 
statement  was  the  assurance  of  the  Physicians,  that  his  Ma* 

Sty  was  competent.  Mr.  Pitt,  whose  confidence  in  tlie 
inistrv  was  not  then  very  marked,  argued,  and  sucoess* 
fully,  that  it  was  better  that  no  communication  should  be 
maae.  The  Parliament  concurred  in  this  so  decidedly  that 
the  subject  was  pressed  no  farther,  but  abandokied  without 
liny  divbion.  The  course  of  Mr.  Pitt's  argument  was,  that 
it  was  infinitely  better  to  leave  the  matter  with  the  servants 
of  the  Crown,  who  were  bound  to  make  the  communication 
when  they  thought  it  necessary.  Mr.  Grey  afterwards  came 
down  and  ur^ed  the  subject.  And  Lord  Sidmoutb  then 
stated,  that  his  report  of  Iiis  Msgesty'iB  competency  was 
founded^  not  on  his  own  observation,  but  on  the  opinion  of. 
the  Physicians.  Mr.  Grey,  upon  th.is>  said  no  more»  than 
that  if  this  state  of  things  continued  much  longer,  he  should 
bring  the  subject  before  the  House  in  a  more  regular  form.— 
Would  this  have  been  enough,  if  it  had  been  thought  that 
the  silence  of  Ministers  was  so  criminal  as  the  honourable 

f;ent1eman,  with  no  better  evidence,  now  pronounced  it  to  be  f 
n  1 80 1 ,  too,  Parliament  m  ust  have  been  aware  of  the  nature 
of  the  King's  malady;  for  Lord  Sldmouth,  whom  it  was  in 
contemplation  to  appoint  to  the'situatiops  of  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  and  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  vacated 
upon  the  Chiltcrn  Hundreds,  and  returned  to  that  House 
again,  and  was  thanked  as  a  private  individual.  It  must 
have  been  then  perfectly  obvious  that  his  Majesty  was  in* 
disposed,  and  there  could  havQ  been  no  doubt  as  to  the  na* 
ture  of  his  malady.  On  th^  .37  th  of  the  month  of  February, 
in  that  year,  while  the  Bulletins  were  in  existqncej  Mr. 
Nicoll  gave  notice  of  a  motion  on  the  subject,  which  wasrer 
ceived,  however,  with  so  much  itu1ijirn:Uion«  Uiat  it  was 
withdi^wn  by  the  proposer.  Such  \vh$  llu;  feeling  of  Par- 
liament on  this  subject,  to  which  ^.luiisUrs  naturally  at- 
tended, in  considering  what  was  tlie  line  of  their  duty  under 
such  difficult  circumstances.  He  had  already  stated,  that  no 
act  of  government  had  been  done  at  the  time  of^tl^e  indispo- 
sition m  1801,  till  the  5th  of  March,  when  a  Bill  passed  re- 
lating to  Crown  Lands.  The  Chancellor  waited  upon  his 
Majesty  on  the  1th  and  5th.  It  would  be  recollected  that 
k#  was  the  highest  officer  under  the  Crown,,  peculiarly  com« 
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petent  to  judge  in  a  case  of  this  kind,  and  sworn  (o  give  bo- 
nest  and  rattbful  counsel.    The  Physicians  were  examined 
at  that  time,  and  told  that  it  was  intended  to  explain  to  his 
Majesty,  and  to  discuss  with  him  the  subjects  of  sereral 
Bilb  then  to  receive  the  Royal  Assent.    They  said  bis  Ma* 
jesty  was  perfectly  capable  of  doing  this*    The  deliberate 
judgment  of  the  Chancellor  after  two  conversations,  the    « 
one  on  the  4th  of  March^  the  other  on  the  5th,  was,  tlint 
the  King  was  perfectly  competent.    On  the  9(li  of  March 
the  Royal  Assent  was  given  to  several  Bills.    One  of  these 
was  the  Mutiny  Bill.    Now,  if  his  Majesty  was  thus  com- 
pdent,  as  upon  the  evidence  of  the  Physicians,  as  well  as 
the  judgment  of  the  Chancellor,  they  bad  every  reason  to 
believe,  what  would  have  been  the  situation  of  Ministers  if 
they^  had  suffered  the  Mutiny  Act  to  expire?    They  miglit, 
indeed,  bave  come  to  ParitameaC  for  a  remedy;  but  the 
questicfn .  was,  whether,  when,  such  was  the  opinion  of  the 
Physicians,  they  would  nof,  by  taking  the  Executive  autho- 
rity out  of  the  bands  of  the  Sovereign,  do  an  act  tantamount 
to  a  dethronement  of  the  King.    After  recapitulation  of 
some  of  the  circumstances  he  had  before  mentioned,   his 
Lordship  again  stated,-  that  the  honourable  gentleman  wa<s 
wron^  in  supposing  that  Lord  Eldon  was  the  only  one  of 
the  Ministers  that  saw  his   Majesty  between  the  ISth  of  ^ 
February   and    the  S3d   of  April;    or  even  the  93d  of 
March  ;  for  Lord  Sidmouth  had  seen  him  on  the  13th  of 
March.      Lord   Sidmouth,  then  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, had  attended  his  Majesty  on  the  I9th  of  March, 
with  official  papers  to  be  signed  by  the  King,  and  thought 
his  Majesty  fully  competent  to  transact  business,  as  tlie 
Physicians  had  stated.    The  next  act  was  the  commission 
for  passing  Bills  on  the  23d  of  March  ;  at  which  day.  Dr. 
Heberden,  taking  his  evidence  alt<^tber,  had  declared  that 
bb  Majesty  was  most  fully  competent.    On  the  S6th  of. 
^arch,  a  message  had  been  brought  to.the  Housp  respecting 
the  Irish  Militia,  the  Physicians  having  declared,  that  he 
was  perfectly  capable  of  holding  communication  with  his 
Parliament.   'After  a  recapitulation,  his  Lordship  in  con- 
clusion observed,  that  the  principle  of  incapacitation.to  the 
•xtent  contended  for  by  the  honourable  gentleman,  was  per- 
fectly monstrous  on  the  face  of  it— and  besides,  the  whole 
of  his  argument  waf  in  a  ^reat  measure  overturned  by  the 
consideration,  that  his  Majesty's  was  a  case  not  of  insoait]^, 
but  derangement,  as  had  appeared  in  the  evidence.    Hia 
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liordsliip  fufftfaer  obflerredi  tbat  Ihe  faU  aitd  perfect  reco- 
Terj  of  which  the  honouraUe  ^entlenao  spoke,  Vftm  out  of 
the  qoestion.  How  could  aiij  body  Jook  for  a  complete 
irecovery  in  every  mpect,  bodily  as  well  as  neatal,  when 
the  usual  eflbcts  of  suck  a  malady  Mreie  conskltred  ?  It  was, 
in  iwitf  impossible  that  the  hurries  of  which  the  Physi* 
dans  spoke,  should  not  sit  tiroes  take  place  under  such  cir- 
cumstances. Yet  his  Majesty  might/  be  fully  competent^ 
notwithstanding,  as  had  been  abuiidantlj  made  oat  in 
rvidence^  4o  exercise  the  Royal  functions.  He  anin  claimed 
for  himself  a  full  share  of  responsibility ;  and  saic^  they  could 
not  touch  a  hair  of  the  heads  of  Lords  £)ldon  and  Sidmoutb 
without  also  coming  npon  him.  With  that  hethrew  himself 
Upon  the  judgement  of  the  House  (Sear  I  hear  l  kearl) 

Mr.  Yarke  md^  that  after  the  able  and  elbquent  speech 
of  tlye  noble  hotd  who  had  just  sat  down,  it  was  scarcely 
necessary  for  him  lo  say  a  word.  (Htar !)  He  agreed  witn 
Jbis  noble  friend  that  eacfa  of  the  Ministers  of  that  day  were 
equally  responsible  with  the  two  noble  Lmds  who  had  been 
made  the  more  immediate  objects  of  the  honourable  reotle* 
man's  char^e^  because  nothing  has  been  done  hi  that  in* 
staince  by  his  Majesty's  servants  which  had  not  been  sub- 
mitted to  tbe  pfevioos  consideiation  of  the  Cabinet^  and 
vpon^which  theve  had  not  been  full  and  free  communication 
with  all.  He  bad  therefore  at  present  little  more  to  state 
than  bis  opinion,  that  the  statement  of  bis  noble  friend 
was  correct,  and  his  opinion  had  been  grounded  upon 
reference  to  memoranda  similar  to  those  of  the  t;ioble 
Lord^  and  wliicb,  like  them,  had  been  made  at  the  time. 
He  had  listened^to  the  honotfrable  gentleman  with  ibe 
greatest  attention,  in  order  to  see  what  kind  of  prima  fack 
case  Jie  could  make  out ;  and  what  did  the  statement  of  the 
honourable '  gentleman  amount  to?  It  was  before  the 
Bouse ;  and  he  would  confidently  appeal  to  the  House  if  it 
contained  one  new  £sict,  and  this  after  a  lapse  of  seven  yeHis! 
If  there  was  no  new  fact,  he  wished  to  know  wiiy  thai  hcv* 
nourable  gentleman,  wlio  was  so  generally  on  the  aieit, 
did  not  bring  forward  bis  charge  at  tiie  time  when  tlie  facts 
were  recent?  After  such  a  lapse  of  time,  one  would  expect 
aome strong  and  extraordinary  circumstance;  but  nothing 
appeared  in  tbe  accusation,  which  might  not  have,  been 
just  as  accurately  and  as  forcibly  prererred  in  the  tiii)e 
at  which  they  occurred.  The  evidence  of  Dr.  Heber- 
deo,  as  to  the  *probaMe  period  .of  the  King's  recovery,  was 
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not,  neither  could  it  be  expected  to  bif^positiYe.  TbeKlog't 
itiuess  comiueoccd  oo  the  l£th  of  Febroanr,  1804,  and  tba 
King  appeared  in  Coancil  on  the  S3d  or  April  following^. 
But  nere  he  could  not  hilp  noUciog  the  honourable  gentle-* 
man,  why  be  had  founded  all  hia  case  upon  the  evidence 
taken  before  the  Lords  i     If  th^  honourable  gentlenma 
^ould  not  answer  that,  he  (Mr.  Yorke)  would  endeavour  tm 
do  so;  and>in  his  iiidgmem,  the  probable re^sou was/ tbat» 
in  the  records  of  that  evidence,  there  could  befouad  a  ipost 
aatisfactory  explanation  of  that  part  of  the  evidence  givea 
before  the  House  of  Lords,  on  \17hich  the  ben.  gentiemaii 
now  solely  rested  his  case;  bat  the  honourable  gentleman 
seemed  resolved  to  shut  his  eyes  againat  that  explanation*^ 
he  would  not  admit  it— 'be  would  not  look  at  it«-be  seemed  * 
determined  not  to  see  it.    Jduch  had  been  said,  upon  tbp 
case  of  aprivate  individual  similarly  ciix:umstanced': — he  had 
seen  bi^  Majesty,  bad   bad  a  Ions  conference  with   bio^ 
about,  or  before  the  9Sd  of  Apri£— he  conld  not  pledga 
himself  accoralelj  to  the  day,  but  he  could  affirm  that  m 
that  audience  the  Kii^s  niind  seemed  to  be  perfect  master 
of  itself. — (Hear\)    The  King  then  appeared  to  him  to  b6^ 
in  full  as  good  health  of  idind  and  body-^to  be  as  fully  com* 
petent  to  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  his  station^  and  t» 
be  as  competent  a  judge  of  those  duties,  and  of  the  intercsta 
of  the  Governmisnt  and  the  Countryi  as  any  of  those  p<^ 
tical  sages|  who  set  themselves  up  a6  p«caeras  of  statesmen 
— ^as  men  who  would  claim  an  exclusive  patent  for  all  tho 
talents,  and  all  tlie^honesty  in  the  country.   {Htar^  hear^ 
hear  I  ondalauwh,) 

Sir  trancis  Burden  said,  that  while  he  agreed  trhb  the 

honourable  gentleman  whoapoke  last  in  censoring  the  ab« 

surdity  that  would  limit  genuine  patriotism  to  sects  or  paiw  ' 

,  ties,  he  could  not  agree  with  him  in  thinking  that  any  thing 

bad  as  yet  been  said  in  opposition  to  the  motion  befo^  th« 

Hotise.    He  did  not  now  therefi^re  rise  to  refute  what  was 

nnworthy  of  refutation^  but  rather  to  give  bis'passing  oofOh* 

tnent  upon  one  or  two  vague  doctriaea  wbicb  nad  escaped 

the  noble  Lord  in  tiie  course  of  bia  long  speech,  and  which 

were  not  refused  Che  sanction  of  tlte  bonouMble  gentlemai^ 

•  |rho  followed  him.  That  bpooufaUe  eentleman  baa  spoken 

of  A  set  of  persona  whom  be  dcacribeq  as  pot  in  any  respect 

aualified  for  tbatststion  to  which  ibey  pi'etended;   ui4k} 
ley  were  ta  wbpai  he  do  alludedi  he  (Shr  F.)  could  not  say ; 
^ttt  nothing  that  coqld  fall  frott  that  lionr.  ||0&t|eiDim  abbiii4 
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deter  him  from  ctoinghis  duty.  That  gentleman  and  the' 
n6ble  Lord  Were  both  most  anxious  to  be  held  responsible^ 
but  ^hej  seemed  not  equally  i^nxlocu  of  coming  to  the  test. 
If  they  did  right,  they  can  fear  nothing  from  investigation ; 
but  they  have  also  tried  to  meet  charge  by  charge.  The 
kon.  gent.  (Mr.  Whitbread)  was  charged  with  negligence, 
ifi  not  bringing  it  forward  before.  Was  that  a  reason  why 
k  $houid  not  he  brought  forward  at  all,^  or  that  it  should 
ilot  be  entered  upon  now  that  it  was  at  last  brought  forward? 
{HearVhe&r !)  This  was  a  curious  mode  of  answering  an 
accusation.  He  protested  against  the  principle,  that  Mi- 
nisters should  ever  he  allowed  to  plead  time  as  a  bar  against 
the  prosecution  of  their  offences.  In  what  he  thought 
lietter  times,  no  sucH  plea  would  be  admitted.  For* 
merly  the  notoriety  of  an  aliedged  grievance  was  thought 
•ufficient  ground  for  inquiry ;  but  now  it  appeared  as  If 
every  person  who  instituted  a  charge  in  that  House  was  cri-* 
jninal  if  he  did  not  ultimately  succeed  in  the  full  proof  of 
H.  An  honourable  gentleman  bad  daid>  that  there  was  no 
Yiew  fe^i — ^the  fact  alreadv  stated  was  at  least  new  to  him 
(Hear !)  The  Ministere  had  usurped  the  Sovereign  power 
— the  King  had  been  under  restraint  at  the  time  that  he  was 
acting  as  King — and  this  was  the  principle  which,  in  the 
earlier  periods  of  their  history,  had  taid  the  foundation  of 
many  of  their  most  penal  statates  against  favouritism,  n,nder 
trhich  both  the  Gavestones  and  Despencers  had  su^red ; 
md  one  of  those  statates  spoke  of  the  King  as  under  strict 
gaaid  and  restraint.  He  protested  against  that  principle  ^ 
of  responsibility  which  made  every  man  and  no  man  respon-  ' 
sible  of  the  Ministers.  The  House  could  not  punish  a  wnole 
OabiiH^t ;  it  therefore  selected  the  officer  in  whose  immediate 
department  the  office  coni plained  of  occurred  ;  and  it  was 
06  sort  of  justification  to  plead  the  acquiescence  of  a  Cabinet^ 
a  sotrit*thtng  unknown  (o  the  Constitution  (Hear!)  The  ho* 
nourable  Baronet  then  proceeded  to  comment,  in  term^of  ri- 
dicule, on  the  volunteering  ^^erosity  of  the  noble  JLord^  to 
parlieipate  in  the  responsibility  of  other  tnen.  He  really 
thought  the  noble  Lord  had  quit<!  enough  to  answer  upon  his 
0wn  score  (J  laugh^  and  Hear,  hear !)  With  respect  U}  the 
charge  preferred,  it  related  to  a  fact.  That  fact  was  not 
contro¥erted  s  and  if  the  Kingly  office  was  not  a  mere  pup« 
pet,  made  for  the' purpose  of  coming  d6wn  in  a  filt  coach  to 
meet  the  Parliament  occasionally,  this  act  of  the  Ministers 
Hioouotcd  to  a  high  crime  and  misdemeanour.  If  tb^  could 
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go  on  widioiit  the  Kuigly  office,  tbey  were  innocent ;  but  as 
he  tbongbt  thai  wliile  tbe  constHution  existed  they  ooald 
not  do  &09  be  Bboidd  rote  moRt  cocdiaUy  ^r  (be  motion* 

Lard  Casilerettgh  tose  to  expfaiin* — Tbehon.  Baronet  bad 
nmde  aliusions  to  him  as  a  peison  sufficiently  qppressed  with 
the  weight  of  personal  respoBstbtlity— He  had  only  to  ask  of 
that  honoofabieBaraneC  to.  prefer  against  him  m\y  charge 
which  he  thought  worthy  the  altention  at  tlie  House.  ,  Hb 
would  meet  it  &irly,  and  he  hoped  the  honourable  Baronet 
wocild  bring  it  forward  in  the  same  open,  caniiid,  and  manly 
manner,  aslbe  Jiononrabk  gentleman  (Mr.  Wbilhvdad)  was 
accuhomed  to  pveiisr  his  ebargis.  (fJearl)  One  thing  be 
mint  take  the  liberty  to  add,  snd  that  was,  that  lie  trusted 
the  bonoomUe  Baimirt  wiurid  confine  his  attacks  to  those 
places  wfaese  be  (Laid  QistleKagh)  could  answer  tbero,  and 
not  wbeve  he  coirid  have  uo  oppoijunity  of  defending  bija-. 
self.  (Heari  bear  I) 

Sir  R  Burdfii  uppiied,  that  at  all  times,  and  in  ail  places, 
he  shonM  stale  his  gennine  opinions  of  the  noble  Lard's 
pafalic  condttct,  according  to  tiie*dictateB  of  his  own  discte- 
tioR. 

The  ouestioa  was  bene  iQudly  called  fi>r,  and  atian^rs 
mvewitlidfawiflg,  when 

'  Mr.  Whi&re^d  rose  to  reply.  He  said,  thatos  tbe  House 
was  on  the  pokit  of  dividing^  he  ipresittmed  tliat  tlWure  wa^  r^o 
gendeman  present  who  intendbed  to  ofier  bisnsdf;  if  theife 
was,  be  (Mr.  Whttbread) nowcaUed  upon  himio rise,  bad 
be  sboold  most  cheeofoUy  give  way ;  U  Aeie  was  not,  he 
should  proceed  io  repjy  to  the  little  wbioh  had  been  said^ 
piembiag  at  the  same  time  timt  it  would  toot  -be  fair  towards 
ibim  in  any  gentleman  who  intended  snosfcing,  not  to  speak 
now,  but  watt  till  he  had  com^Uided.  ile  had  waited  a  con- 
riderable  time  in.deference  to  the  feeling  ef  two  individttals 
more  aeariy  connected  witli  ofie  of  -the  noble  lords  (Sid- 
mouth),  and  be  had  waited  for  some  time  in  ^espeot  io  the 
feelings  of  that  honoumble  gemUeman,.  who  certaiidy  was 
picsent,  yet  who  bad  been  raarvoHously  sUont. 

Mr.  JSalhursi  ilid  not  think  thai  any  honouralHe  member 
bad  a  right  thus  to  allude  to  prhrate  matters  no  way  con- 
nected wilb  the  matter  before  the  House.  If,  however,  the 
honourable  ge&tleroan  wanted  a  rea^^onfrom  him  why  bedid 
not -speak,  befraidkly  owned  it  as  bis  reason,  that,  weie  he 
to  speak  for  an  hour,  he  coidd  not  add  oaeiword  io  the  able 
speech  delivered  hy  tbe  .noble  Lord  (Castlereaeh).     (Hear  I) 

Vol,.  11.-1811.  X 
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Mr.  ffhHbread  then  said,  that  as  the  House  were  not 
^  likely  to  have  the  benefits  of  that  honourable  gentleman's 
poirers,  he  should  now  proceed  at  once  to  reply  very  briefly 
,  to  what  had  been  advanced ;  and,  in  the  first  place,  he 
.  contended  that  not  one  of  his  assertions  had  been  contra- 
dicted. He  had  stated  nolhin^  but  facts,  and  nothing,  of 
all  he  had  asserted  as  facts,  had  been  attempted  to  be  con- 
tradicted. He  had,  indeed,  waited  for  the  attendance  of 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  {}ILtK  Bathursl),  and  it  was 
most  true  that  he  had  attended ;  that  he  had,  according  to 
his  own.  shew iiu;,  heard' the  best  defence  that  could  be 
offered  in  behalfof  his  npble  Relative ;  and  though  that 
defence  did  not  attempt  to  question  the  truth  of  any  one  of 
,  the  fitcte,'  yet  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  thought 
it  prudent  and  discreet  to  give  a  silent  vote  upon  such  a 
question.  *^  The  case  (said  Mr.  Whithread)  is  before  the 
House.  I  rest  it  upon  a  statement  of  facts,  and  that  states 
ment  is  not  attempted  to  be  controverted  ;  the  alleged  (acts 
are  not  disputed  by  that  noble  Lord,  ,to  whose  speech,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr*  Bathurst), 
nothing  can  be  added  in  behalf  of  the  persons  implicated*  To  ^ 
the  noble  Lord,  for  his  abundant  personal  civility,  and 
still  more  for  the  very  liberal  credit  he  seems  disposed  to 
give  my  motives,  I  have  to  return  my  thanks;  but  if 
^  justice  requires  me  to  pny  this  tribute  to  the  libemlity  of 
the  noble  Lord,  it  exacts  from  me  a  very  marked  distinc* 
tion  between  the  embarrassing  kindness  of  the  noble  Lord 
and  the  frank  hostility  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr. 
'  Yorke).  I  certainly  cannot  charge  him  with  too  much 
liberalitv  in  construing  my  motives ;  biit  I  crave  nothing  of 
the  right  honourable  gentleman.  He  may  continue  to 
think  of  me  as  lie  will,  while  I  shall  endeavour  to  console 
mjrsdf  under  the  consciousness  of  honest  intentions.  With 
respect  to  the  noble  Lord,  I  must  again  say,  what  I  have 
said  before  so  often,  that  really  the  noble  Lord  is  at  times 
quite  merciless  in  his  kindness.  (^  laugh.)  He  meets  a . 
political  antagonist  in  a  way  so  polbhed  and  so  gentlemai)]y 
as  to  disarm  his  adversary  of  the  ordinary  means  of  defetice. 
(Hear  I)  I  confess  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr. 
Yorke)  cannot  justly  be  made  the  subject  of  a  similar 
charge.  (A  laueh,}  He  does  not  embarrass  one  with  the 
mild  civilities  of  his  air  and  manner.  (A  laugh.)  -  He  comes 
ppon  you,  in  his  own  direct  way,  which,  though  perham 
not  mpre  conclusive  than  that  of  the  noble  Lord,  is  certainly 


much  more  bouncing.  (J  laugh.)  Howcvef/they  both 
ttgreed  in  one  pointy  that  as  the  hair  of  Lord  Eldon's  head 
ought  not  to  be  touched  without  subjecting  their  own  hair 
to  simihir  iatalitj,  it  was  wisest  and  best  Co  vote  in  the  first 
instance,  that  there  should  be  no  inquiry  at  all.  The  noble 
Lord  had  ridiculed  the  Idea  of  ministerial  influeqce  regula- 
ting- the  conduct  of  Parliament  at  that  time.  No  doubt  it 
was a^ost extravagant  notion;  but  the nobk  Lord  could 
not  pretend  to  the  influence  of  his  honourable  friend  now 
in  power.  I  cannot  pretend  to  say  what  that  influence  m^y 
he,  but  tiie  right  honourable  gentleman  is  fully  competent 
to  decide  upon  the  growth  and  extent  of  it ;  for  it  did  hap-^ 
'pen.  that,  in  other  times^  the  right  honoi^irable  gentleman 
thought  fifty  too  small  a 'majority  to  keep  him  m  power ; 
but  now,  ten  of  a  dozen  majority  against  Minbters  are  too 
few  to  turn  him  out.  (J  laugh.)  What  had  been  said 
about  pattern  legislators  and  so  on,  may  be  yerpr  pointed 
and  good  when  we  come  to  find  the  application.  The 
gentleman  meant,  perhaps,  to  say  something  against  soraiv 
bqicly ;  but  as  1  am  utterly  ignorant  of  what  it  may  refer  to» 
perhaps  I  would  not  err  very  widely  in  attributing  to  that 
bouncing  manner  to  which  I,  have  before  alluded,  that  sort 
of  air  Uiat  will  attempt  to  make  weak  things  strong  by 
apeaking  them  in  a  strong  way.  The  mistakemay  not  be 
peculiar  to  the  right  honobrable  ^ntleman ;  but  I  recollect 
whrn  he  was  one  of  the  Ministete  m  1801,  ^his  tone  to-night 
reminded  me  of  what  he  was  then  under  certain  circum- 
stances  of  provocation — ^and,  indeed,  those,  circumstanqes 
wera  rather  irritating.  There  was  Mr.  Addington  at  the 
head  of  the  Government ;  Knd  really  the  poor  man  was 
much  to  be  pitied  ;  (A  laughy  night  after  night  he  had  to 
answer  Mr.  rox,  ami  to  be  answered  by  Mr.  Pitt !  need  i 
aay  more  ?'  what  could  the  poor  man  do,  thus  placed  between 
two  sqph  grinding  stones?  {General  laughter. }-^^i\%)iQyK» 
ever,  was  the  tone  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr* 
Yorke)  unsubdued, /and  he  bounced  abont  with  as  much 
energy  and  as  much  effect  as  to-night.  And  it  was  of  thit 
Government  that  the  noble  Lord  had  said  that -Mr.  Pitt, 
had  not  at  that  period  distinguished  it  with  peculiar  marl^t 
of  his  confidence.  Confidence !  Really  the  noble  Lord  haa 
sQoh  an  inverted  mode  of  disguising  things  by  words^  that 
one  would  suppose  the  greatest  possible  favour  which  oould 
be  conferred  on  the  noble.Lord  would  be  actually  Juckinjr 
him  out  of  office  {A  laugh).    The  aobl^  Lord  ha4  nrgu^ 
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Uiat  if  iht  Government  hacl  not  acted  to  it  then  did,  they 
would  have  been  the  moiit  ini§enibie  cfeatores ;  but  so  were 
they  charged  by  Mr.  PHt  to  be.  He  did  not  mince  his' 
meaning.  He  thought  them  very  miserable  men^  men 
niiscrably  deficitmt  in  the  conduct  of  the  affairs  of  (bis 
country,  and  men  who  conset|uently  ought  to  be  removed 
from  thecotuiuct  of  them  ;  this  was  Mr.  Pitt*s  cvpinion,  and 
he  acted  uixm  it,  for  he  left  nO  effort  untried  till  he  sue* 
ceeded  in  driving  them  from  the  helm.  But  mpob  has 
been  said  upon  the  presumed  competeiioy  of  the  King  at 
that  time,  as  any  private  individual  might :  the  question 
hud  been  t ouch ingly  puts  Did  the  King  do  that,  which, 
had  he  been  a  private  mdividual,  be  could  not  legally  have 
d^ne  ?  It  is  contended  that  his  competency  was  the  same : 
1  deny  it ;  and  I  am  willing  to  come  to  the  test  upon  that 
single  point.  How  is  this  to  be  decided  ?  Py  the  papen  I 
call  for.  You  ray  that  he  was  as  competent  as  any  private* 
individual,  whose  restoration  bad  been  legally  recognixed*-- 
I  challenge  yon  to  the  proof  of  that.  I  affirm »  without 
fear  of  contradiction,  that  had  the  King  at  that  period  been 
tried  as  a  private  subject,  that  tlie  Lord  High  Chancellor, 
whom  [  now  accuse^  would  have  pronounced  him  incom* 
pctent  for  business.  (Hear  I)  [Here  Mr.  Perceval  signified 
iiis  dissent.]  The  right  honourable  gentleman  may  toss  his 
ftead— but  this  is  allthat  he  can  do-^if  he  could  have  done 
more,  weshould  have  beard  him— »as  speak  lie  must,  for  whom 
has  be  to  speak  with  bim  ?  (A  laugh !)  Jt  blul  been  figura* 
tively  said,  be  believed,  that  the  Mind,  the  halt,  and  tbe 
lame,  had  been  enlisted  in  his  service ;  but,  it  appeared, 
tliat  hisf  choice  took  in  the  dumb  also.  His  right  honourable 
Colleagues  were  dumb  from  the  old  Kason,  that  they  could 
say  nothing  upon  any  subject ;  and  the  right  honourable 
gendehian  (Mr.  Perceval)  can  be  dumb,  only  because  it  is 
a  snbject  upon  which*  nothing  can  be  said ;  for  snrrly,  if 
any  thing  could  be  said,  that  right  honourable  gentleman 
oould  do  it.  Mr^  Wbitbread  next  proceeded  to  n>rni,ncnt 
Oft  the  Fdcts  asserted  by  him^  and  which  had  not  ln^rn  at- 
tenipted  to  be  contradicted.  He  asked  if  there  was  a  man 
in  England  who  believed,  who  suspected  that  at  the  time 
t4ie  King  signed  a  Commission,  he  was  at  that  moment 
ilnd^r  the  coercive  care  of  Dr.  ainimons  and  his  keepers? 
{HearX  hear  I)  He  then  recited  thelacts  stated  by  him  ' 
ilk  his  opefiing  sj^c^h,  contending,  a*  be  went  aloBg,  that 
not  one  of  Ib^ift^  bad  been  daiied>  much  less  refuted ;  tnir- 
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concluded  with  puttinf  H  to  the  HooBe,  thii  if  the  King* 
shoaU  sbortlj-ieeover  and  af^in  unfortufialrij  velapse, 
where  were  the  pratriaiofBs  for  the  integrity  of  the  fixecutiTe 
Power,  if  the  oondoct  of  the  MinitterB  in  ISO!  were  to  Im 
sanctioned  ?  But  if  that  conduct  was  thonght  uaworthj  of 
that  sanction — if  it  was  not  to  be  ezonsed^^he  called  nptm 
the  House  to  say  how  they  coald,  consistently  wttb  their 
ciuty  to  their  oountry,  ni^i|tire  bk  propositian* 

The    House  then    divided— Ayes,  81  ~ Noes,    198  — 
'  Majority  against  the  rootion,  1 17.— —Adjourned. 
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TUESDAY,  FEBRITARY  3& 
NOTICE. 

Mr*  WhUbread  guvk  notice>  that  he  woaU  on  Monday 
se^ini«|iit  move  for  a  CSomniittee  on  the  State  of  the  Nation,. 
for  tlw  purpose  of  adopting  some  permanent  measore  to 
guard  against  the  inconvenienees  which  might  oocor,' 
tfaoogh  he  hoped  they  never  would,  firom  any  future  siiiiilar 
relapae  of  his  Majesty  as  that  which  bad  lately  taken  place.  . 

MILITARY    PUNISHMENT. 

Cohntl  JVardle  rose,  pursuant  to  notice,  to  submit  to  the 
House  a  motion  with  respect  to  Corporal  Curtis,  late  of  the 
Oxford  Militia.  .  He  should  Ik^in  by  stating,  that  tlie  nidi*- 
yjdual  to  whom  his  motion  related  was  mdinown  to  him ; 
and  he  had  pever  spoken  to  him  or  seen  him.    The  officeia 
who  composed  the  regimental  Cotlrt»martial  were  also  nn^ 
known  to  him  ;    but  with  respect  to  the  Colonel  of  the* 
Oxford  Militia,   he  would   say  that  no  man  possessed  a 
higher  character*    (Hear  I  hear  I)    Several  of  his  friends 
were  well  known  to  the  Colond,  and  thought  most  highly 
of  hitn.    He  was  convinced  that  iio  blame  was  to  be  imw 
pnted  to  him,  but. he  conoeiTed  that  he  had  been  mnch ' 
niiskBd  by  the  misrepvesentations  ^(others.    As  this  subject 
appeared  to  him  worthy  of  being  submitted  to  the  oonsidera^ 
tion  of  the  Hoose,  he  would  have  wished  for  an  opportunity 
to  have  oon?ened  with  the  man ;  and  went  down  to  the/ 
sea^coBSt,'  in  November  last,  for  the  punpose  of  vjsitinfl  ibw  • 
man,'  who  was  then  oonfined  in  the  hospital  at  the  l&  of 
Wightr    The  wind,  however,  blew  ao  hard,  and  was  so  ^ 


I5S  THl  pAftLlAMBirTAftT'BEOnTBtf.  fcOtf. 

foul,  that  he  could  not  get  over  to  tbo  island.     Some  of  his 

'   friends,  howeyer,  had  asked  to  see  Corporal  Curtis,  and 
they  were;  told  thai  neither  they  nor  himself  (Mr.  Wardle) 
ifoold  be  permitted  to  see  him  without  an  order  either 
from  the  Commander  in  Chief  or  the  Adjutant*General. 
He  wrote  io  the  Commander  in  Chief  fofr  permission,  but 
was  refused  unless  he  could  produce  prdois  that  were  not 
then  in  his  possession.    He  was  at  a  loss  to  know  what  there 
was  in  the  military  law,  which  could  justify  a  Commander 
in  Chief,  after  a  man  had  been  cruelly  flogged,  to  place  hint 
in  a  much  worse  situation  than  a  condemned  felon,  who  u  ' 
allowed  to  see  his  friends  and  acquaintances.    The  case  of 
Corporal  Curtis,,  (as  he  understood  it)  was  as  follows.     He 
was  -a  young  man  of  very  respectable  parents,  and  was 
brought  up  with  superior  expectations,  but  was  induced  in  ^ 
the  year  ISOt  io  enter  into  the  Oxford  Militia  for  a  large 
bounty*    In  1810,  he  was  a  Corporal  in  the  regiment,  and 
«  clerk  to  the  pay-master.    On  the  23d  of  Jiine  in  the  last 
year,  he  made  ccnnplaints  to  his  Colonel  of  abuses  in  the 
segiment.    He  complained,  1st,  that  an  order  for  giving^ 

'  ^tbe  men  three  p^ir  of  shoes  in  two  years  had  not  htea 
executed ;  am)  Saiy,  be  complained  of  the  improper  deten* 
lion  of  pay  from  the  men,  under  the  pretence  of  sto^^pages 

Mm  account  of  some  articles  of  jclothing  (or  regimental 
breeches)  which  had  never  been  delivered.    These  stoppages 

/  bad  been  for  five  months,  aud  the  clothing  was  not  ^ven. 
The  stoppages  for  these  five  months  hod  no  other  authority 
but  tlie  verbal  order  of  the  Lteut.-Colond.  He  believed  it 
was  a  thing  almost  unprecedenled,  that  a  whole  regiment 
should  be  understoppaces  for  articles  which  Government  were 
to  furnish.  At  the  end  of  eight  months  the  only  excuse  for 
mt  giving  the  clothing  was,  that  the  men  did  hot  want 
them.  The  106th  clause  of  the  Mutiny  Act  expressly  slated 
*^  that  if  anv  paymaster,  agent  or  clerks  should  unlawfulty 
detain  or  withhold  any  pay  due  to  the  reg^iment  for  more 
than  one  month ;  or  if  any  officer,  having  received  the  pny, 
should  retain  it  in  his  own  hands,  such  oflicer,  on  beinsr 
found  guilty  thereof  by  a  Court-martial,  should,  k>eside» 
what  other  punishment  the  Court-martial  should  inflict,  pay 
a  penalty/ of  100/.  to  theioibrmer,  who,  if  a  soldier,  was 
also  to  be  entitled  to  his  discharge.  This  clause  was  quite 
explicit,  and  did  not  leave  the  Colonel  or  the  General  of  the 
district  any  discretion  upon  the  subject.  He  had  reoetved 
sm  aoconfit  of  what  had  happened  from  a  gentleman  Hho 
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iras  introduced  to  the  general  Conn-martial,  for  tbe  parposa 
of  taking  the  depositions,  and  who  was  ready  to  verify  Xhn 
same  at  the  bar  of  that*  floa^,  or  any  where  else.  It  ap* 
penred  from  those  depositions^  that  when  Corporal  Cortia 
hvsi  made  his  complaint,  the  Colonel  wasexGessive|y  angiy^ 
and  threatened  to  try  him  for  motiny ;  to  whicn  Curtis 
replied,  that  as  he  came  op  alone  to  make  bis  complaint^ 
lie  could  not  be  tried  for  mutiny*  On  the  fSd  of  June,  be 
attended  the  Colonel  and  Lieuteoant-Colonely  and  tbe  book 
of  orden  being  produced,  he  was  called  upon  to.shew  tiie 
order  with  respect  to  the  shoes  or  the  breeches.  As  he  knew 
nothing  of  .their  books  or  t|ie  manner  of  keeping  them,  he 
was  unable  to  do  this.  On  the  26lh,  he  was  confined  for 
improper  conduct  in  having  be^  seen  in  brown  dothes,  at 
a  mile  dktance  from  head-quarters.  ^  For  this  oifence,  he 
was  by  the  sentence  of  a  Court-martial  reduced  to  the  ranks. 
It  appeared,  however,  that  he  was  the  Clerk  to  the  rq^« 
ment,  and  in  that  capaeity  had  been  accustomed  to  wear 
coloured,  clothes.  As  to  his  being  a  mile  from  the  heod-r 
^juarters,  he  was  retorniiig  from  ihd  post-office,  where  he 
bad  just  put  in  a  letter  to  £ord  C.  Somerset,  tbe  Lieutenant* 
General  commanding  the  disttict*  In  this  letter,  he  stated 
that  be  had  a  comphunt4o  make  against  the  quarter^master 
for  improper  detention  of  pay,  ana  that  he  had  stated  it  to 
bis  Cokmel,  who  refused  to  give  him  satisfaction.  He  slated 
further^  Ibeit  he  wished  io  take  the  advantage  of  the  106th 
clause  of  the  Motiny  Act.  It  appeared  to  him  (Mr.  W.) 
4hat  this  statement  was  oot  improper,  as  the  Colonel  bad 
fiot  given  Curtis  the  opportunity  or  proving  his  complaints 
before  a  Court-martial,  as  he  was  entitled  to  do.  This 
letter  ^as  sent  by  Lord  C.  Somerset  to  the  Colonel  of  tbe 
raiment.  Tbe  Colonel,  in  answer  to  it,  said 'that  he  was 
not  awaa:e  ti^t  any  charges  could  be  made  out  against  the 
iQnarter-master;  aad  that^  as  to  the  breeches,  ther  'men 
were  aware  that  they  were  ready  to  be  delivered,  but  that 
jtbey  did  not  theli  want  them.  He  also  stated,  that  Curtis 
X»meap  to  him  in  a  very  improper  manner  to  make  bis  com« 
plaiut.'  Tlie  fact,  h6wever,  turned  out  to  be,  that  the 
breeches  were  not  ready  for  delivery  at  that  time,  nor  even 
seriate  as  Jul  V.  As  to  the  impropriety  of  manner  in  which 
Curtis  made  bis  complaint^  the  Colonel  was  walking  on  the 
drill-ground,  when  be  came  up  and  mentioned  it  to  Uim. 
In  the  case  of  Governor  Wall,  the  Lord  .Chief  Justice  was 
gf  optiuon^  that  the  man  who  died  of  the  punbhmenthe 
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•  he  feoeived  in  Africa^  hod  done  no  more  than  lie  liad  an 
Hiidoubtcd  ri^ht  to  do,  in  complaining  to  bis  officers  of  a 
detention  of  poy  ;  and  it  tlien  appeared  to  the  Loid  Chief 
Justice,  that  if  a  Colonel  was  to  check  such  oomplainls,  it 
ifottld  have  .the  appearance  of  his  being  a  partaker  in  the 
plunder.  Curtis  h^d  made  hiscorapdaintTcgutariy^to  liis  • 
Colonel  and  his  Geneial.  His  Colonel  was  applied  to  by 
him  to  try  these  char^fes  by  a  geneml  Coartrmartial  instead 
of  a  ff^imental ,  CourtMnartial,  but  he  reAised.  In  a  regt« 
mental  Court-martial,  it  was  well  known  ihat  the  officers 
were  more  connected  with  each  other  than  they  were  in 

'  reffvlar  regimenlSt  and  this  might  pradnoe  a  sort  of  bias 
(N^I  no  I  from  the  MwiHerkU  Benckk)  TJhat  they  were 
more  connected  was  evident*  and  then  was  no  accounting 

"  for  feelings  on  snch  a  snbjent.  A  «enend  Comrtpmartial^  on 
the  other  hand,  was  composed  of  men  wlio  were  chiefly 

'  strengeiB  to  each  other,  and  therefore  it  was  a  Conit  which 
appeared  mote  suitable  for  trying  char^  against  an  iiiScer, 
The  prisoner  was  refused  the  usual  intercoune  with  his 
witnesses  imd  witli  his  counsel,  pferions  to  the  trial ;  and 
even  a  great  coat  which  he  before  had  was  taken  from  him, 
and  he  was  obliged  to  lie  on  the  bare  boasds.  Tw«  otlier 
privates,  Bellis  and  Reeve,  also  gav0  a  statement  of  other 

.  abuses ;  bnt  the  Colonel  said  he  wovkl  take  care  of  them 
too.  They  were  bronght  befoie  a  Court-martial,  and 
threw  themselves  on  the  mercy  of  tlie  Coiirt  They  were 
sentenced  to  500  lashes,  whieh  wns  remitted  on  their  vdun- 
t  'ering  for  foreign  service*  it  appealed  thf^  at  the.  time  of 
the  trial  of  Curtis,  the  Quarter-master,  Seijeant  Fox,  pnblidy 
threatened  and  endeavoured  to  intiroidttte  the  witnesses  of 
Corporal  Curtis ;  and  on  the  slops  of  the  Court  pntalidy 
twore,  that  Curtis  was  a  d— >d  VBBcai,  asid  so  was  every 
<me  who  took  hb  part,  ilnotfaer  Serjeant  publicly  held  out 
thp  expectation  of  twentj/gnineas  and  their  discharge  to  any 
a6ldier  that  would  profre  that  Curtis  iiad  spoken  diarespoct- 
fttUy  of  bis  Colonel.    The  charges  were,  irst,  for  endeavour- 

•  ing  to  esctie  diaecNiteat  and  mutiny  in  the  regimoit ;  of 
•this  diarge  be  crald  not  find  a  single  tittle  oT  evidence. 
1%e  next  was  tiiat  of  his  having  spcrfcen  disrespectfully  of 
bis  Cblond:  it  must,  however,  Ue  allowed,  tiiatif  be  had 

•  apeiken  imywapesly  of  his  Coleiiel,  bis  mind  was  under  con- 
fBidemhle  irritaJtioB.at  tbetime.    Ue  considenxl 'thot  he  had 

,  been  refosed  itke  aatis&ction  to  which  the   military  law 
'  ^atitlfid  fainu    He  had  concdved  himself  to  be  entitled  tq 


KXU.BXkd  his  dischar^.  Thelangan^,  however,  iie  had 
iised  conG«rntng  his  Commanding  offiberj  was  not  a  thou* 
'  sandth  part  as  rod  as  what  had  been  said  of  his  Commandine 
officer  by  a  pliant  Admiral  (Admiral  Hanref),  who  had 
since  been  restored  \p  Jhe  service.  He  thought  some 
similar  allowance  ought  to  be  made  in  the  present  case. 
It  was  in  the  recollection  of  all,  that  some  German  soldiers 
liad  been  taken  rn  tlie  act  of  desertion,  having  stolen  a  boat 
for  tbe  purpose  of  going  over  to  the  enemy.  They  were 
taken  and  tried  :  but  were  they  sentenced  to  be  flogged  ?«• 
No!  he  believed  they  never  did.  nor  never  dared  to  put  a 
lash  on  the  backs  oF  'German  soldiers;  and  he  saw  no  rea- 
son why  British  soldiers  alone  should  be  exposed  to  that 
severity.  It  was  on  the  5th  oF  August  that  Curtis  received 
his  punishmyeht.  He  was  at  that  time  so  sick  and  weak^ 
that  he  was  obliged  to  be  supported  while  they  tied  him  to 
the  halberts.  During  his  punishnf^ent  he  fell  into  frequent 
faintingfits;  and  having  i;^ceived  900  lashes,  be  got  his 
election  either  to  take  the  remaining  800  lashes,  or  to  rot 
in  the  West  Indies.  He,  of  course,  preferred  the  latter. 
Although  he  had  only  received  a  fifth  of  his  punishment, 
lie  was  |M>nfined  from  it  in  the  hospital,  from  the  5th  of 
August  to  th^  14th  of  November.  Colonel 'Wardle  then 
read  a  letter  from  Curtis,  written  twelve  days  after  the  flog- 
ging, wherein  he  mentibaed,  that "  he  would  have  been 
very  glad  if  he  had  beeii  able  to  bear  the  remaining  800 
lashes,  instead  of  being  sent  to  the  West  Indies ;  but  the 
200  had  been  administered  with  such  extraordinary  seve* 
rity.  that  it  was  not  possible  for  him  to  bear  more.  His 
back  was  one  complete  sheet  of  corrupted  matter,  which 
drew  firom  him  all  his  strength,  and  made  him  almost  un- 
able to  stand.'*  Having  stated  so  much,  he  thought  it  Was 
unnecessary  to  detain  the  House  with  many  observations. 
He  trusted,  that  if  the  House  would  grant  him  a  Commit- 
tee, he  would  be  able  to  substantiate  by'  proof  those  facts 
which  be.  had  stated.  He  conclnded  by  moving  for  a 
Committee^  to  take  hito  consideration  the  case  of  (x>rporal 


Sir  Francis  BurSeii  seconded  tbe  motion. 

Colotut  Langtott  was  anxious  for  every  species  of  in- 

Suhy.    He  was  ready  to  meet  all  that  coolo  be  brought 
>rwan]  i^ost  his  conduct  as  Colonel  of  th6  Oxfordshire 
Alilitia. .  Thoroughly  convinced  as  he  was  of  the  danger  of 
VPL.U.— 18if.  y 
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alldwili^insubofdinatibD  to  creep  among  the  Soldiery,  he 
had  done  nothing  that  was  not  necessary  fer  the  pre86nra*r 
tion  of  discipline.  At  this  time,  when  every  thing  aepiended 
upon  the  fi je}ity  and  obedience  of  the  army,  it  was  not  to 
he  held  out  m  a  crime,  that  men,  sowing  the  seeds  of  dis- 
union in  the  army,  should  be  brought  to  a  court-cnartiaU— 
{Hear  I)  Neither  he  (Colonel  Langton),  nor  any  of  the 
ofBcers  of  the  regiment.  Wished  to  evade  the  strictest  in* 
qoiry,  because  they  knew  the  more  strict  it  was,  the  more 
clear  the  character  of  the  Oxford  regiment  vfrould  come  out 
before  the  country.  {Hear  !  hear  !)  He  was  not  accus- 
tomed to' speak  in  that  House,  and  would  beg  permissioii 
to  refer  to  some  papers.  (Here  he  read  the  eYidelice  of  the 
two  men  ohready  alluded  to,  as  to  the  oflE^r  of  the  twenty 
^inear  for  proof  aninst  Curtis,  which  offer  they  posi^ 
tively  denied.)  [Colonel  Langton  then  read  a  Irtter  from 
Curtis  hinwelf,  acknowledging  his  error,  and  thanking  the 
Colonel  fot  his  generoiisity,  in  atlowins  the  punishment  to 
be  commuted  for  service  abroad*  This  letter  was  signed 
by  Curtis  atid  the  Adjutant,  with  the  declaration  of  the  lat- 
ter, that  Curtis,  signed  it  with  every  mark  of  sincere  regret 
for  the  part  which  he  had  uken.l  He  (Colonel  Langton) 
had  been  thirty  yeai^  inthe  Oxford  regiment,  and  during 
that  time  he  had  never  refused  a  soMRer  his  fair  demand* 
Curtis  said,  he  was  entitled  by  the  regulation  to  three  pairs 
of  sheea  tn  two  years :  the  regulation  actually  was,  that 
th;ree  pkiirt  in  t^o  years  v^ere  allowed.  Afiother  of  bis  de« 
mands  was  relative  to  the  stoppages  for  breeches.  Cartis 
recjfuired  that  he  should  hseve  xi^o  pairs^  of  breeches  in  the 
yttX ;  if  be  wanted  breeches  at  the  time,  he  should  have 
90t  them  for  sbking ;  but  be  had  actually  a  good  whole 
pair  on  Jrim  at  the  very  timeof  hiscomplamt.  {Htar\  sr'atf 
iaughmg.)  After  some  further  details.  Colonel  Langton 
apolo^izecl  ferttakitfg  up  the  time  of  the  House.  He  nad 
beeh  in  it  for  sixteeiif  years,  and  he  had  nevfei^  presnmed  to 
addrtethen^befeife;  he  hoped  hi  should  never  have /^asoa 
lo  trespass  on  them  again.    {Hear  \) 

Mr.  Manntn  Sutton  courted  all  inquiry  on  anjr  sahjebf 
that  could  with  propriety  be'  broHjrifl:  into  disdmiofa  ^  but 
it*  would  be  onty  09  a  case  that  wouM  have  somA  ^oiMd  of 
pi<ob«bility  stronger  than  the  one  befeee  the  Hodse.  Okf 
thepreaetit  SufaJect/howeV^r,  a  very  shnple  rftatement  wotrMy 
ta  all  Kkelihoddy  be  Silisfaletory  to  evei^  mran  who  cMi4 
with  an  unprejudiced  Judgtteat  to  the  d^batb,    Th6  first 


complaint  of  Corporal  Gartis  related  to  shoes  and  breeches. 
He  demanded  three  pairs  in  two  yearsi  or^  as  be. termed  it^ 
three  shoes  a  year.    This  he  ;itated  lo  be  the  regular  allow- 
aace,  and  oniformly  made.  It  had  happetied^  that  in  1804> 
two  pair  of  shoes  were  given  in  the  jear.    It  was  the  year 
of  entering  from  tht  Supplementary  Militia.    Th^  men  re- 
ceived a  pair  as  supplementary,  and  a  pair  as  militia  men.  * 
Iliey  thus  bad  two  pairs.    Bat  it  was  found,  that  one  pair 
was  sufficieat,  and  five  shillings  was  allowed  for  the  pair^ 
which  money  was  not  given  immediately  to  the  men,  but 
put  to  the  account  of  other  articles^  which  were  paid  for 
out  of  the  soldiers'  stoppages.    Curtis  applied  to  tlie  Colo* 
nel  as  to  the  stoppages  for  shoes  and  blreecfaes.  On  the  sub- 
ject of  shoes,  the  reguiatian  shewn  to  him  proved,  that  he 
was  wrong,  and  he  w^nt  away  seemingly  satisfied.    He 
demanded  the  second  pair  of  breecbesi  and  was  told,  he 
should  have  them  if  he  wanted  them.    He  got  them,  with- 
out informing  the  pav-seijeant,  who  was  to  make  the  stop- 
page ;  and  it  was  only  when  he  was  refused  the  third  pair, 
that  be  demurred.    {Hear !)    Government  allowed  a  stop- 
page of  eighteen  pence  a  month  to  he  made,  taking  the 
breeclies  at  seven  and  sixpence  a  pair ;  and  if  the  breeches 
wece  not  required,  as  was  in  many  instances  the  case,  the 
money  was  retiirned  4othe  sotdier.    {Hearl)    Curtis  was 
brought  to  a  court-martial,  for  being  found  a  mile  from  bis 
(quarters,  and  in  coloured  clothes,    lie  had  the  conversa- 
GOO  with  his  Colonel  on  the  £&th,'  but  lost  all  memory  of  it 
ontlie  f^th.    But  this  was  nothing ;  for  nothing  was  more 
natural  than  for  a  man  to  forget  this  day,  that  he  had  seen 
a  particular  person  the  day  before  ;  (hear !  hear !)  or  that 
he  had  altogether  forgot  the  conversation  which  he  had  held 
the  dav  before.     (Hear !)    The  honourable  member  (Co* 
lonel  Vvardle)  could  not  have  so  far  forgotten  the  habits  of 
his  military  life,  as  not  to  know,  that  in  a  reigiment  of  the 
line,  at  least,  the  commanding  officer  might  reduce  an  of* 
fender  to  the  ranks  without  any  court-martial.  In  the  mean 
time,  Curtis  was  arraigned  dT other  charges^  charges  not 
relative  to  clothing,  but  incurred  previously  to  tlie  sitting 
of  the  court.    It  might  be  almost  safd,  that  it  was  fortunatp 
that  the  honourable  member  had  fixed  upon  the  Oxford  re- 

E'  neot  £or  his  peculiar  attack ;  for  nothing  could  better 
ar  sifting  to  the  bottom  than  the  conductor  the  officers  in 
the  whole  transaqtion.  Curtis  demanded  a  general  court* 
martial.     Aa  to  the  circumstance  of  the  triiKng  tumult 
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which  was  said  to  have  taken  place  on  that  occasion,  and 
which  the  honourable  uieinber  (Colonel  Ward(e)  mentioned 
to  the  House,  as  merely  a  slight  stir;  he  (Mr.  M*  Sutton) 
would  say,  that  the  person  who  acted  as  Deputy  Judge  Ad- 
Wocate  on  that  occasion  wrote  to  hiin,  to  know  how  the 
cburt  was  to  b^  relieved  from  the  confusion  which  was  tak* 
ing  place.    His  (Mr.  M.  Sutton's)  answer  to  the  letter  was, 
that  the  court  must  make  itself  respected  ;  that  if  any  nfili- 
tary  man  disturbed  the  court,  be' should  be  committed;  aod 
any  other  should  be  taken  before  a  magistrate ;  and  he  (Mr. 
M*  Sutton)  would  be  pledged  to  have  him  prosecuted  at  the 
next  sessions.    Tec  this  was  the  slight  stir  which  merely 
flashed  across  the  honourable  mecnDer*s  recollection,  and 
which  he  mentioned  to  the  House  as  a  piece  of  accidental 
information.    On  the  court-martial,  Curtis  was  acquitted 
of  the  first  of  the  three  charges.     He  was  found  guiky  on 
'the  second  aAd  third.  The  second  was,  for  saying  tnat  **  he 
would  tear  the  coat  off  the  Coloners  back,'*  and  '^  that  he 
would  cashier  the  heads  of  them.**    When  he  was  advised 
to  consider  what  he  .was  about,  he  said  '^  that  be  wanted 
no  counsels-he  had  good  advice.*'    The  charge  was  not 
laid  as  mutiny,  and  tnerefore  the  punishment  was  not  ca»  " 
pilal;  but  it  was  quite  proper  that  the  sentence  of  aocb  a 
court  should  be  to  matter  of  lightness.    They  had  ezer- 
^  cised  a  sound  discretion  in  awarding  a  severe  punishment 
for  so  serious  an  ofience.    The  honourable  member  might 
think  that  such  a  punishment  ought  not  to  be  inflictea ; 
but  it  was  eminently  wrong,  for  any  purpose  of  popularity, 
to  come  down  to  that  House  with  h  string  of  unfounded 
statements  which  must  go  forth  from  the  House  to  the  pub- 
lic.   The  honourable  member  went  so  far  as  to  demand  of 
the  (Commander  in  Chief  leave  to  put  written  queries  to  the 
prisoner.    (Heary  hearl)  .  Perhaps  the  honourable  member 
forgot  that.    (Hearl)    But  if  be  had  any  doubts  on  the 
subject,  perhaps  the  simplest  mode  of  removing  them  would 
be  to  read  his  own  letter.    (Here  Mr.  M.  Sutton  read  a  let- 
ter from  Colonel  Wardle  tp  the  Commander  in  Chief,  men- 
tioning that  he  had  come  to  Portsmouth  to  see  the  person 
who  had  been  punished,  and  finally  requesting  that  a  gen* 
tleman  might  be  allowed  to  go  over  to  the  Isle  of  Wight, 
to  pan  written  questions  to  Cuais.)    I'he  Commander  in 
Chief  answered  him,  that  he  would  be  obliged  by  the  Co« 
lonel's  statement  of  any  grounds  of  inquiry,  as  nothing, 
could  give  him  greater  satisfaction  than  to  do  Justice.--^ 
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iH^rl)    Colonel  Wardle  wrote  backi  th&t  hfi  would  rite 
no  sUtement ;  that  he  demanded,  as  a  Member  of  Pania* 
ment,  nothing  more  or  lesg  than  that  tbe  Commander  in 
Chief  should  actaaliy  stay  proceedings  on  the  subject)  dn- 
rbff  Colonel  Wardfe's  pleasure.     (Htur  /)     If  it  were 
really  tl^itt  honourable  member's  object  to  do  good  to  the 
service,  his  judgment  was  most  lamentably  deficieiilt.    Did- 
he  actually  think  that  he  was  doing  good  to  the  Army,  by 
standing  forward  as  the  Advocate  of  every  open*  avowed, 
conincted  culprit }    The  Hoose  had  apparently  made  it  K 
mlcL  not  to  Interfere  with  military  matters,  except  in  caaea 
of  obvious  importance.     But  the  honourable  gentleman 
seemed  to  think  it  bis  best  privilege  to  hunt  out  and  brin^ 
those  unsuitable  subjects  perpetually  before  the  Hoase.*-"* 
He  seemed  to  think  that  he  had  a  kind  of  roving  commis- 
sion for  all  charges  of  that  nature.   (Hear !)   With  respect 
to  Bellis  and  Reeve»  the  two  soldiers  who  were  stated  to^ 
have  been  sent  abroad  for  thefr  testimony  in  favour  of  Curtjs. 
the  plain  truth  wns,  that  on  the  trial  they  brought  forward 
written  calumnies  against  their  officers — that  they  wer^ 
tried-  /or  those  caUirohies — that  they  were  foand  ffoiity, 
and  their  sentence  of  600  laches  each  was  commuteo^  into 
foreign  service.    This  was  called*  sending  them  away  fcr 
their  testimony  on  tbe  trial.     If  there  ever  was  a  case  of  a 
court-martial  which  would  bear  the  most  minute  and  i^ti* 
mate  examination,  it  was  the  present  one.     Mr.  M.  Sut- 
ton concluded  his  speech,  by  declaring  that  it  was  im« 
possible  he  should  assent  to  the  motion,  under  all  its  cir- 
cumstances. 

Sir  Frandf  J?tfrd!e^f  observed,  that  if  the  Honourable  gen- 
tleman would  be  advocate,  jndge,  and  witness,  in  the  same 
cause,  as  tbe  honourable  and  learned  gentleman  who  had 
just  spoken  appeared  to  he,  it  could  not  be  surprising  that 
he  should  carry  every  thing  before  him  by  the  force  of  hU 
own  assertion.  This,  witnout  meaning  any  disrespect  to 
that  honourable' and  learned  gentlemany  seemed  to  him  to 
be  precisely  his  situation.  To  the  facts  stated  by  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  who  brought  forward  this  motion,  which 
were  represented  as  founded  only  in  assertion,  the  honour- 
able and  learned  gentleman  had  replied  only  by  assertions : 
so  that  in  this  respect  both  that  honourable  and  learned  gen^ 
tieman,  and  the  honourable  member  who  madie  the  mo* 
lion,  were  placed  exactly  on  the  same  ground,  with  this 
exception,  that  the  latter  undertook  to  prove  and  maki; 
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good  all  bis  attertjons.  li  bad  been  saJd  iad^y  th^t  irbat^ 
bad  beeo  seated  by  the  honourable  gieDtlein.aD  war  hisi 
(Mr.Wardle)»  was  hoi  founded  in  fact;  bu^  how  oouidtbal 
be  knoWa>  unlesa  be  were  to  he  at  liberty  to  priov^  tibe  cot* 
rectnesa  of  ht^  statements?  By  tfie  ceMonlAg  of  tho  ^qg* 
aoarable  and  learned  gentlecnaa  opposite,  all  was  to  be 
taken  for  granted  which  was  asaerlieid  on  bis  part,  whilst 
erery  thius  was  to  be  questioned  which  was  advanced  by 
the  other  honourable  member.  With  respect  to  the  hor 
Bourable  Ck)lon£l  who  had  been  aid  verted  to  (Colond  G.* 
Langlon),  he  would  he  the  last  man  whom  he  .would  saaf 
pect  of  faeipff  guilty  ot  the  oppressk)n9  or  of  the  other 
charges  implicated  in  ibis' case.  But  as  far  as  be  could 
collect  from  the  statement  of  the  honourable  geotkman^ 
the  chtLTjKs  were  din?cted  not  so  mupb  against  the  Coliinel/ 
or  the  £ieutenant«£!olqnel>  as  agaiuat  the  QuartierrMaster 
of  the  Oxfordshire  regiment.  It  appeared  to  him,  how* 
ever,  that  when  charges  were  preferred,  by  Ck>ri>oral  Cur* 
tis  against  a  commissioned  officer^  the  Colonel  had  uo 
discretion  but  to  grant  it.  When  this  was  refused,  it  vas 
natural  for  the  man  to  say  that  he  had  not  justice  done  him.. 
The  next  step  was  the  appeal  made  to  the  Comnsander  of 
the  District,  which  bud  been  represented  as  mutiny.  Hov 
an  appeal  to  a  superior  officer  could  be  construed  into  aft 
actof  mutiny^hewasata  loss  to  conceive.  WheoCurtishad 
orefemed  his  charges^  and  thought  he  was  to  go  to  trial  for 
liaving  made  them,  he  found  he  was  to  he  tried  for  another 
oftnce.  The  being  absent  in  coloured  clothes  more  than 
a  mile  from  quarters,  might  be  a  military  ofK^oce;  but  as 
not  only  Corporal  Curtis,  but  all  the  men  in  the  regiment, 
were  in  the  habit  of  going  to  Aru,KideU  it  was  not  to  be  ez-» 
pected  by  him  that  he  should  be  tried  for  sudi  an  oifence. 
This  seei^ed  to  bun  to  be  a  mere  trick.  Wbai  Wds  the  cpo* 
sequence?  He  was  deprived  of  his  appeal  to  a  general 
court-martial,  tvbich  he  would  have  baa  if  his  cbarffeshad 
been  tried.  He  believed  from  t,he  statement,  that  uie  Co« 
lonely  in  refusing  the  court-martial  on  the  charges  preferred 
by  this  man,  had  been  guilty  of  a  breach  of  the  articles  of 
war.  As  to  the  severity  of  the  puuishmen),  and  the  cruelty 
of  its  natura^  though  fit  topics  to  be  discussed  on  auother 
opportunity,  they  foimed  no  part  of  the  question  under  dis- 
cossioD ;  and  it  would  be  unfair  to  make  them  a  part  of  this 
case.  He,  however^  knew  of  no  law,  human  or  divine, 
that  authorised  the  ioiliction  of  a  punishment  which  homau 
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nature  watf  nnaM^  t6  bear.  It  appeared  in  tbis  case,  tbal 
twelve  days  after  ooe-fifth  of  tbe  pumthment  had  been  in* 
flicled^  the  inditidaa)  was  scardely  able  to  stand.  It  had 
been  objected  to  the*  htnonrable  membef,  that  he  bad  dealt 
in  insinuatioos :  bnt  it  appeareS  to  faito,  on  the  contraiy| 
that  the  bononriable  and  learned  gebtleman  opposite  bad 
Uirovn  oot  somtf  he«vy  insinuations  aganst  tbe  btmotrrabfd 
mover  of  this  qse^tion.  It  was  stranee,  that,  when  it  wai 
adiaitted  that  tbere  wss  io  objeetian  tnat  this  matted  should 
be  sifted  to  tbe  boftout,  <be\ok>ourabi^gentlema(B  should 
n6t  te  aUowed  to  go  into  the  probf.  Undet  these  bircnm- 
stances^  faecoirld  notcoAtent  fainh^elf  with  giving  if  silent 
vote^  aftef  the  unfair  treatment  wfarch  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman bad  recieiv^d.  {Heat !  Hear  I  hear  I)  The  hotidnr- 
able  gienllcfmsny  too/  had  n^d,  that  the  individual  bad  un« 
deri^one  a  series  of  crnelticfS;  thait  man^  of  the  witnesses 
faacTbeeB  tampered  WTtb,  andotheirsintiiAidstted  ;  and  these 
facts  be  c^rid  to  pi^ove.  Soch  a  statement  was  not  to  be 
met  by  a  Itfugb,  or  aspersions  on  the  character  of  fhe  indir 
vtdtniwbo  made  it.  *  But  it  had  been  said,  thirt  this  pro- 
ceedioff  was  likely  to  create  discontent  in  the  army;  bo^ 
what  discontent  could  be  excited,  if  tb^  statement  i^ere  not 
true,  and  proved  not  to  be  well  founded  f  Woilld  it  not  b6 
a  satisfaction  to  men,  plated  in  the  gforious  and  honouN 
able  sitoatroo  in'  wbieh  British  soldiers  were  i^ow  plated,  td 
know,  that  if  th^y  stliffered  any  tf;rievahcej  ^befe  5^a^  orid 
plate  it  least  to  which'  they  co^fd  Took  n^ith  confidence  foV 
justice  i'  Upon  all  tbes^  Cohsid6rktions,  be  ^ould  vote  for 
the  inqoirv. 

JjBfm  Charles  Soniefsetjis  ihe  hofiotir^ble  MemBei'  fi(ul 
cUai^  bfiny  atGeMfal  ef  the!  Disffict,  with  a  breach  of  tbd 
articles^if  war,  ftlt  it  necessary io  tr6nble'  tbe Rousevrlth  a. 
very  few  wenrds.  "tber^  was  one  patt,  and  ohl^  one  part  of 
flie  alatekMnt  of  tiMt  h^oni^^le  gentleman,  m  wbich  hcf 
danearred^  Vii^.  ihM  M  i^i^h  h«f  Bestowed  praise  on  thd 
bonodiable  Cohmel  of  th^  Oi^foVdshire  regitti^t  It  did 
ttot^  peAaip^  bW<MIN6'  hl^  fo  si^  nfhat  he  fett  oh'  flttt  occa- 
Aod  r^ti^e  to*  Avt  heAITMnlbl^  OBc^r ;  buf  hi  tMit  retatLtk^ 
that  the  loMtmAte  ^eAflemaii  cottid  n(fl  say  too  ihtic'M  6? 
Iraiiy  M  d  a«MiM»»,  ttifmx^  atfeniiv^^  and  buman6  officer  aa 
aiy  iar  ths MrVlW.  ( HeUf  I  hettrl)  Tb&  opinion  be  b^  eiw 
^nisefA  iff  the  gmtA  ixdtis  as  stf ohgty  as  Be  couldf,  botll 
iMh  tesptiit  to  tbd  Gblond  and  Ltent.  Gdotiel  of  thalt  r^« 
mbiL    f  hffe  bOMfluiible  g^leman  Irad  atcuied  Mm  of  not 
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kattog  listened,  to  the  appeal  of  Corporal  Carib  t  he  oeriainly 

:h8d  not  listened  to  that  appeal,  because  that  person  had  not 

a  jrigbt  to  make  it.     The  Article  of  War  (wuich  the  noble 

lorabeie  read)  took  aymy  the  i^ppeal  from  a  person  found 

Silty  o£  nttitary. offence  by  a  re^mental  oonrt^martiah 
le  general  court^niartiat  was  for  trial  of  heinoas  offences ; 
the  i^imental,  for  petty  offences^  When  the  person,  whose ' 
case  was  rdferred  to  was  charged  with  a  heinons  offence,  he 
.  appointed  a  general  court*martial>  bat  at  the  same  time, 
took  care  that  no  oflBcer,  who  bad  served  on  the  legimental 
eoart*niartiat,  indeed  that  no  officer  of  the  regiment  should 
serve  upon  tlie  General  Court.  He  trustedy  after  what  he 
Iiad  stated,  thi^  the  (louse  would  consider  him  clear  ef  the 
chaige  of  baying  comii)itteda  breach  of  the  Articles  of  War. 
Aft  to  this  roan*  ne  believed  be  went  away  from  his  Colonel 
on  the  S5th  of  April,  perfectly  satisfied  that  his  complaint 
was  unfonnded.  On  that  day  he  signed  his  retam,  ^^all 
well.*'  In  the  following  May,  Major-Geneml  Houston  (ice 
bdiece)  proceeded  on  his  half-ycarly  inspection  through  the 
district.  It  was  part  of  his  duty  to  ask,  whether  any  mdivi* 
dual  in  the  raiments  inspected,  had  any  complaints  to  make. 
This  duty  be  knew  was  performed  by  that  cm&cer,  and  not  a 
-word  of  complaint  was  heard  from  any  individual  in  the 
Oxfordsliire  rc^imeut.  As.  to  what  had  been  said  about 
BeUis  and  Reeve  having  been  forced  out  of  the  country,  he 
should  only  say,  that  there  was  no  foundation  for  the  chaige. 
.When  their  conduct  was  known,  he  did  not  ocder  a  Court- 
MartLiL  He  directed  the  Major-ceneial  to  inquire  into  the 
circumstances,  and  on  bis  report  had  brought  the  men  to  a 
Court-Martial.  With  respect  to  the  treatment  of  the  man 
in  prison,  he  had  certainly  ordered  the  mob,  for  mob  he 
would  call  them,  not  to  be  admitted  to  him : '  but  be  at  ^ 
same  time  directed  that  his' friends  and  witnesses  should  have 
free  access  to  him,  and  that  he  should  be  allowed  the  use  df 
pen,^  ink,  anjd  paper.  But  to  shew  moiae  dearly  with  what 
indulgence  and  lenience  he  had  been  treated,  he  need  only 
say,  t^t  on  the  8th  of  July  the  mob  having  entoted  into  a 
subscription  to  enable  him  to  employ  Counsel,  he  applied 
tq  the  Court  for  time  to  procure  Counsel,  when  the  Com:tad« 
joumed  to  oneoVlock;  and  on  its  betngre4i89ep>bled,the  Judge 
Advocate  ofiered  to  the  Counsel  the  proceeding  for  bis  periisaU 
The  bon*  baronet  had, said,  that  th^  man  was  entlappol 
into  a  trial  of  one  offence  when  he  was:  prepaicd  to  foxptctr 
the  trial  for  another.    The  fact  was,  that  on  the  4tb  of  jJtt\jt. 


a  list  of  the  cbar^es  has  beeo  gi?en  to  the  priioBcr ;  tm  the. 

■ijtb  the  Court  met,  when  he  was  called  upon  for  a  Ibt  of  his! 

wUaesies ;  anil  even  on  the  7th  and  8fh  he  ca^  fresh  wit-- 

•nesMk    With  respect  to  the  charve  of  kUimidation'  of^. 

-wiltieflsvB  bj  Serjeant  Cox,  as  stated  bv  the  haiipurable  gen- 

tiemaii,  if  any  such  thing  had  taken  placC^  it  miist  kii^c  been 

mentioned  in  the  defence;  and  yet  not  one  wprd  was  said  of 

it  on  the  trial.    If  there  was  any  thing  to  be  remedied,  the 

'ONamander-in-chief  had  offered  to  hav6  the  matter  inquired 

into.    The   course  proposed  by  tlie  honourable   member 

mms  therefore  not-  the  only  means  of  invcstij^ion.    He  re» 

turned  tbanks  to  the  House  fer  its  attention^  aod  should  vote 

against  the  motion. 

Mn  Lockkari  knew  both  the  uofertunatc)  man  an^  his. 
father,  the/  being  both  his  constituents;  The  impression 
upon  the  mind  ofthis  man^s  fam^y  was  not  that  he  had  Wn 
treated  with  severity.  He  had  received  a  letter  from  thei 
lather  of  the  man,  bilging  him  to  apply,  not  for  a  revisioa 
of  his  soitepice,  but  tor  mercy.  He  hid  written  upon  the 
«obJect  to  the  Dukes  of  Kent  and  Cumberhod,  and  made 
application  to  the  magistrates^  who  humanely  exerted  theni<-. 
selves  to  obtain  the  execution  of  justice  in  mercy.  The 
lather  ofthis  man  knew  nothir^  of  me  motion  of  the  honour* 
able  gentleman.  The  speech  of  the  honoumble  gentleman 
was  deservii^  of  the  severest  criticism.  If  popiSariity  was 
the  object  pAhe  honourable  member,  he  woulu  recommoid 
tto  him  to  cpurt  it  by  other  means — ^by  means  whiob>  as  Lord 
Mansfield  well  observed,  would  make  popularity  ioUow  himi 
instead  of  his  pursuing  populari^. 

Ifie  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  would  not  rise  except 
injustice  to  Sir  David  Dundas,  to  shield  him  agtinst  some 
imputations  which  seemed  to  have  been  insimiated.  He  did 
not  mean  to  infer  that  the  honourable  gentlenian  who  brought 
forward  those  charges  took  advantage  ef.  his  situation  as  a 
in^mber  of  I^rliament  to  propagate  ihflammatoiy  and  mis* 
<:hievou8  bam^gues^  {Hear^  hear,  hear !};  be  rather  supposed 
he  carae  down  tomk  redress  for  some  supposed  injury.  H^ 
"Was  the  waate  nady  to  believe  this,  as.every  man  who  wished 
«veU  to  the  eoaotry  must  be  aware  how  vc)ry  much  the  bringo 
iflg  for^wd  military  changes  in  that  House  ought  to  be 
avoided  (Hemr^  he^rl)  llae  ri^ht  honourable  gentleman 
heio  nqad  a  conesponclence  between.  $ir  Dftvid  Dundas  and 
Ur^  WmdlB^  in  wh^h  Mr»  Wordk  desixe^  thai  the  con- 
dionaed  Corporal  Curtis  should  not  be  sedtiVfoadias  he^  a< 
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«  Member  ofParSamtnt^  ivas  determined  (o  make  the  matter 
tiie  sobject  of  investigation  {Hear^  hearV)  %  and  in  which 
Sir  David  uniformhr  answered,  that  he  would  be  ready  to 
accede,  provided  Mr.  Wardle  stated  the  grounds  of  his  ap- 
plication. ^  (Hear^  hear !  )  Thb,  however,  Mr.  Wardie 
declined  doing.  He  mnst  state  this  in  justice  to  Sir  David 
Dundas.  But  Mr*  Wardle  broached  a  principle  which 
If  onld  go  to  convert  the  freest  country  under  heaven  into  the 
most  wicked  and  abominable  tyranny  which  ever  existed. 
He,  denying  ail  information,  aemanded,  as  a  Membq^  of 
Parliament,  the  suspension  of  the  Law.  What !  was  he  to 
arrogate  to  himself  the  right  of  becoming  a  x/xdking  Com* 
vnUee  of  the  House  of  Commons  ?  (Heary  hear !)  He  seemed 
also  to  insinuate  that,  the  military  could  not  have  &ir  play 
under  a  regimental  Court-martial !  He  could  not  conceive 
a  viler  or  more  unfounded  insinuation  ;  but  though  he  was 
leady  to  give  the  honourable  gentleman  every  allowance  as 
to  the  purity  of  his  views,  still  ne  was  sure  the  fiouse  would  ^ 
2dlow  be  could  not  have  chosen  a  worse  way,  or  adopted  a" 
more  injudicious  course,  towards  their  accomplishment. 
iHeoTy  near !)  He  should  now  conclude,  having  made  these 
few  remarks  on  a  speech  which  he  -^vas  sure  all  men  in  that 
House  jnust  regret,  and  which  none  should  regret  more  than 
die  person  who  delivered  it.    (ffearyhedrl) 

Colonel  Wardle  very  briefly  replied,  and    the  House 
divided : 

For  Colonel  Wardle^s  motion^  1.  —  Against  it,  91.  •— 
Majority  90.«-^Adjoumed. 

[The  Member  who  voted  for  the  motion  was  Colond 
Langton.] 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

WEDNESDAY,   FEB.  27. 
YETITIOHS. 

Sir  S.  RomUljf  presented  a  P^ition  from  several  proprie^ 
tors  of  bleaching-grounds  in  the  north  of  Ireland,  which  he 
said  'were  signed  by  ISO  names,  but  that  these  consisted  of 
the  most  respectable  inhabitants,  who  were  all  interested  in 
these'  bleachmg-grounds,  praying  a  lepekil  of  the  several  acts 
making  stewing  Ploth  from  bleaching^grounds  a  capita) 
felony.  The  reason  stated  for  this  was,  that  from  the  ex* 
cessiveness  of  the  punishment,  both  juries  and  witnesses  were 
deterrecl  from dtmig their  duty^  and  the  petitiontrstrere thereby 
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left  wtihont  any  m^suis  of  ledress  or  leooedy.— Ordered  to 
He  on  the  Table. 

He  ako  presented  another  Petition  to  the  same  ettccty  from 
the  Master  Oilico-prtnters^  in  the  neighbonifaood  of  London, 
^ho  constituted  a  majority  of  the  trade. — Ordered  to  lie  oa 
thetadble.  • 

The  honourable  and  learned  gentleman  then  gave  notice, 
that  he  uronld  take  an  early  opportunity  to  move  for  leave 
to  hring  in  a  Bill  for  the  repeal  of  the  9kl  Geo.  III.  makinr 
it  a  capital  felony  to  steal  cloth  from  bleach  ing*grounds,an3 
the  1 8th  George  II.  making  it  a  capitarfdony  to  steal  ta 
the  value  of  lOs.  in  a  fnlniig-house.  The  petitioners,  iie 
said,  were  pefsons  who  did  not  speak  on  speculation  or  un- 
fouiided  information,  but  from  practical  knowledge.^  They 
Were  the  persons  most  intimately  interested,  and  who  were 
the  oaW  soflbrers  by  these  Acts  being  inadequate  to  the  pur- 
poses  'for  which  they  were '  framed,  and  therefore  had  th^ 
strongest  reasons  to  wish  for  their  repeal. 

PRECfiDEllCB   OF   NOTICES   AND   OBOCRS  OF  THE   DAY.. 

TAe  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  rose  to  make  4ie  motion 
of  which  he  had  given  notice.  He  said,  he  conceived  the 
JBoQse  must  be  sensible  of  the  great  inconvenience  and  delay 
which  had  been  occasioned  to  Uie  public  business  last  session 
by  the  continualconflict  there  was  between  Notices  of  Motions 
and  the  Orders  of  the  Day,  by  which  many  orders  of  the 
greatest  importance  were  obliged  to  be  hrousht  on  at  so  late 
an  bonr  as  two  o'clock  in  the  morning.  This,  he  thought, 
migbt  easily  be  avoided,  by  making  an^  order,  of  the  Housp 
that  orders  of  the  day  should  have  the  precedence  on  certain 
days  ia  the  week,  and  notices  of  motions  on  the  others.  When 
he  mentioned  this  matter  before,  the  principal  objection 
seemed  to  be,  that  sudi  an  arrangement  would  affect  the 
ri^ht  which  every  Member  possesses  of  making  a  motion 
luthout  giving  any  notice.  To  obviate  this,  however,  he 
wo^ld  propose,  that,  let  the  matter  of  this  motion  be  settled 
how  it  migbt,  he  intended  it  should  in  no  way  whatever 
preclude  any  gentleman  from  making  such  motion  as .  Ue 
might  ttrink  necessary,  without  giving  any  notice.  He 
troiild  not,  therefore,  trouble  the  House  rartber  than  to  move, 
'^  Ti^atin  the  present  Session  of  Parliament,  the  orders  of 
the  day  set  down  in  the  ordep*book  for  Mondays,  Wednes- 
days^ and  Fridays,  should  have  the  precedence  of  noticiet 
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Used  foi^  those  doijH ;  and  that  notion  s&onhl  hare  pnoedAce 
on  the  other  two  days.** 

The  qtteatkm  beih^  put  from  th«  Chair, 
Mr.  jPoHtonby  objected  to  the  mptioiii  because,  Mtiirith« 
staidinj;  If  hat  rad  been  sai^  by  the  Chaneelbr  of  the  Rx^ 
chequer,  he  could  see  no  inconvenience  from  adheriair  to  the 
old  mode.    He  thought,  therefore,  it  \f  ould  be  better  to  leave 
it  (o  aa  aadentaodiof^  of  the  House  thaa  to  make  it -a  staad* 
iiig  order.  It  would  be  dangerous  to  depart  from  the  stand-* 
ing  rules  of  the  House,  established  by  long  usage  and  pnctice, 
iviiich  ought  to  be  adhered  to  even  though  some  incon- 
venience should  be  produced  from  so  doing. 
Mr*  }^/:e  spoke  in  support  of  the  motion. 
Xir.  G.  W.  Wynne  thought  it  would  be  better  to  fix  it 
OD  an  understandmg  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Bunks  said,  he  had  felt  the  inoonTenienoe  alluded  to^ 
by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  in  the  coarse  of  the  bst 
session,  and  if  it  came  to  a  vote,  should  oeftainly  give  his  iisi 
favour  of  the  motion ;  but  he  thought  it  wouldf  answer  the: 
same  end,  if  agreed  to  as  an  understanding  of  the  House. 

Lord  Fotkettone  said,  if  mny  iuconvenience  had  arisen  m 
the  course  of  last  Session  from  the  causes  mentioned  by  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  it  was  owing  in  the  first  place 
to  the  assembling  Parliament  so  late  and  m  the  next  to  the 
Ministers  so  long  deferring  to  bring  forward  the  publie 
business.  Before  the  Union  took  place  and  brought  with  it 
so  much  nnore  pressure  of  business,  Parliament  fised  to  sii 
neat  double  the  time  it  had  done  since  that  pressure  was  so^ 
much  increased.  He  thought  it  would,  therefore,  be  better 
to  let  it  be  fixed  as  an  understanding  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Wldkiread  opposed  both   .the   resdntion  and  the 
understanding.    He  thought  it  unfair  that  threedays  shotihl 
be  allowed  €>r  a  preference  to  ordera  of  the  daV,  and  only 
two  left  for  notices  of  motions,  which  migi^t  invotvethe  most 
important  concerns  of  the  country.   The  Minister  had  seized 
on  Saturday  aa  Im  own,  and  had  macte  it  merely  a  day  o^ 
legifilration  :   and  so  would  all  the  other  days  be  converted 
into  days  of  registration  in  a  very  few  years.      He  eWected' 
to  the  introduction  of  the  word'^^  notices'^-at  all.  Mr.  Burke 
said,  that  ^^  forms*'  weie  the  intrenchments  of  minorities  ) 
'    and  there  was  a  time  when  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
had  thought  it  ned^ssary  to  entrench  himself  to  tbetefth  in 
'those  forms,  and  had  thereby  baffled  the  whole  power  oC 
Government.     The   right   honoumble  gentleman   knew» 


therefore,  that  by  this  expedient  he  would  be  Mc  to  gel 
through  the  ptifatic  biwipess  in  a  comparatirel  j  short  time  ; 
and  thoagli  a  number  of  notices  of  inquiries  of  the  highest 
importance  stood  on  the  book>  he  would  adiriae  the  Kihg  t» 
prorogue  the  Birliament^  and  those  notices  would  be  rendered 
jiuMVtorj.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  compTained  of 
pubKc  bnsiness  kanng  been  delajed— why  then  did  Imt 
Bot  bring  it  forward  sooner?  This  reminded  him  of  (he 
iCory  of  a  nobleman  tmvelling  in  Germany,  who  was  rer^ 
urgent  with  the  post-boy  to  dri^e  on  faster,  as  he  was  i|k 
great  baste;  to  which  the  driver  replied,  ^^  If  you  are  in 
such  very  great  haste,  why  did  you  not  set  off  yesterday  T* 
So  if  tlie  right  honourame  gentleman  wanted'  the^  pubHp 
liQsiness  done  sooner,  why  did  he  not  assemble  Parliament  hk 
November,  instead  of  the  hitter  end  of  Januanr,  as  had  been 
the  case  in  the  three  last  sessions  ?  He  concluded  by  moving^ 
Ihat  the  farther  consideration  of  this  debate  be  adjourned  to 
Monday. 

The  qnestion  havii^been  put  on  Mr.  Whitbr^d^s  amend* 
utcntt 

The  Ch&ncellar  of  the  Exchequer  tost,  and  said,  that  if 
any  gentleman,  or  a  niunlKnr  of  gentlemen,  should  tliin^c  h^ 
bad  beeii  precipitate  in  his  notice,  or  would  wish  for  more 
lime  to  consider  it,  he  should  not  object  to  postponing  the 
discussion  for  a  few  days-  He  hadf,  however,  last  sexton 
^iven  a  distinct  notice,  that 'he  would  bring  fbrwxxrd  a 
motion  to  this  efl^t  early  in  the  present  session.  He  would^ 
however,  now  sair>  that  the  honourable  genileman  who  spoke 
last  appeared  to  nave  mistaken  the  object  of  Lis  motion^  It 
did  not  goto  prevent  motions  coming  forward  on  Mondays^ 
Wednesdays,  and  Fridays,  but  merely  .to  give  the  onJen^ 

Cecedenoe  on  those  days.  If  the  orders  of  the  day  were  ta 
passed  merely  in  that  way  that  ihei  hohouVabte  gentleman 
called  rtgtstration,  they  could  not  take  up  much  time,  and 
therefore  there  would  be  plenty  of  time  for  the  motions 
after  tlicy  were  disposed  of.  It  would  naturally  appear  as 
if  the  orders  of  the  day  ought  to  have  precedence  of  notices, 
because  they  were  a  potion  of  the  public  business  fixed  by 
tlie  House  itself  to  come  fgrward  on  a  certain  day  j  whereas 
notices  were  only  fixed  at  the  pleasure  of  an  individual 
member.  A  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Ponsonby)^ 
mho  opposed  his  motion,  roost  recollect,  tfaiit  iu'^tbe  Iri^ 
JPariiaAent,  orders  had  always  tiie  precedence  of  notices. 
fie  llMMglU  at  was  a  grievance  univefsatty  felt  nnd  com* 
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plaiobd  of»  that  important  public  busioen  was  often  nepoH  \ 

saril^  thrown  back  to  such  a  iimt  that  it  was  necesmy  U^ 

pass  it  in  a  thin  Hoiuie.  The  Irish  Finance  busiliess  bad  been 

in  that  prodicameut.     As  to  the  remedy  of  lengthening  the  - 

session^  it  appeared  to  him  that,  since  the  Union,  it  was  not 

desirable  that  Irish  members  ^ould  be  bronii^ht  over  for  a 

ahort  session  of  about  three  weeks  previous  .to  Christmasy  ai|d  ^ 

therefore  it  appeared  to  him  most  inexpedient  that  ParUa* 

ment  should  sit  before  Christmas.  Every  member  must  observe 

the  great  impatience  that  there  always  was  in  the  month  of 

June  for  the  session  to  conclude,  and  the  difficulty  of  retain^ 

ing  a  sufficient  attendance  of  members.    As  to  Saturdays  he 

denied  that  Ihat  was  a  day  reserved  by  MinLsters  ;  it  wa&a 

day  that  he  had  never  objected  to  the  House  sitting  on  any 

business  which  was  not  likely  to  produce  discussion.    As 

other  business  was  Axed  for  Monday,  he  suggested  to  the 

honourable  member  that  Tuesday  would  be  a  better  day  la 

name. 

Mr*  Ponson^y  shortly  explained* 

Jl/r.  Creevejf  said,  that  what  he  had  principally  com* 
j^lained  of  on  a  for  mar  day^  was,  that  the  business  did  not 
come  on  in  the  House  in  that  order  that  it  was  entered,  and 
that  on  that  account  members  were  frequently  taken  by  sut* 
prise,  and  business  of  the  first  importance  dbposed.  of  in  » 
thin  House,  and  in  the  absence  of  those  who  were  most 
anxious  to  attend  the  discussion.  In  this  manner  the  grant  to 
the  £ast«India  Company  was  passed. 
.  Mr.  Baihurst  suggested  that,  instead  of  giving  the 
orders  the  precedence  for  three  days  out  of  tlie  five,  it 
wonld  be  fairer  that  they  should  each  have  two  daysal* 
ternatcly. 

After  some  further  conversation,  the  amendment  was  put 
and  carried,  by  which  the  iartiicr  consideration  of  the 
motion  was  jpostponed  till  Tuesday  ncxU-^Adjoumcd. 


^  HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

THtnSDAY,    PKBnVABY    38. 
loan  CXiOMCURRY*S  DIVORCE. 

Counsel  wdre  heatd  further  in  the  case  of  Lord  Cloncun^'s 
divorce,  on  the  question  of  the  admissibility  of  the  letter  o(* 
Lady  Cloncurry,.  acknowledging  her  ofience,  as  evidence. 
Tht  Lord  Chancellor  afterwards  rose,  and  made  aome  ol»» 
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servations  on  the  subject  of  that  letter.  His  Lordship  said, 
that  he  understood'there  were  some  precedents  upon  their 
iNordships'  Joumah  respecting  the  admission  of  evideiioe  of 
this  descriptioB,  and  he  should,  therefore  more,  that  the 
Gninsd  should  be  asain  called  inland  asked  what  p^^edehta 
«a  the  svbgect  they  btid  lo  slate* 

The  motion  bein^  put  and  carried,  Mr.  Dampier  np^ 
peared  at  the  bar,  and  enumerated  Various  >cases  in  wMtch 
"^^  such  evidence  had  been  received  at  the  bar  of  the  Hoiisc  of 
Lords.  Mr*  Garrow  said  a  few  words  on  the  other  side. 
The  Lord  ChimceUor  said,  that  the  learned  Counsel  m%ht 
Jiave  time  to  consult  their  precedents,-  and  he  should  there- 
fore move  to  defer  the  farther  consideration  of  the  subject 
tfill  Wednesday.  At  the  same  time  he  must  observe,  that 
the  weight  and  value  of  the  parole  evidence  was  not  to  be 
considered  as  at  all  afteted  b^  a  question  raised  as  to  the  re* 
eeption  of  their  written  evidence.  *  He  did  not  percei  ve^  lA 
this  case  anysjmptooiis  of  collusion,  though  such  a  mod6of 
ofierins'  evid^ce  was  (me  to  which  persons  collodiog 
wonU  be  most  liksely  to  resort. — Deferred  till  Wednesdav* 

The  Bill  for  ascertaining  the  population  of  Great  Britain^ 
marking  its  increase  or  diminution,  was  brought  up  from 
the  Commons^  and  two  private  Bilk. 

BERKELEY   PEERAGE. 

72e  Lord  Chancellor  rose  to  address  their  Lordships  on  • 
subject  of  considenble  importance  to  that  House.  -  It  was* 
his  -msh,  that  no  unnecMary  delay  should  occur  in  th« 
coQsideiation  of  the  Petition  before  tte  House.  But  as  the 
uultter  stood,  the  son  by  the  lattei^  oiarriagewas  a  party, 
who  had  an  eventual  claim,  fnd  should  therefore  berepre* 
sented  before  their  Lordships  in  their  discussion,  of  this 
'  question.  This  son  was  by  law  an  jofiint^  and  was,  by  the 
will  oi  the  late  £acl  of  Berkel^,  under  the  gtiardianship  of 
his  mother,  the  Countess  Dowi^er  of  Berl^le^.  He  bad 
leasoQ  to  {)dieve  that  she  had  done  eVery  thing  that  was 
right,  but  still  there  was  a  question  as  to  her  situation  re* 
•pectiog  her  two  sons.  He  thought^  on  a  future  occasion, 
tliat  it  would  be  proper  to  have  a  law  officer  appointed  to 
lepresent  the  daims  aad  interests  of  the  eventual  heir  before 
that  HoQse*  He  should  not  further  trouble  their  Lordships, 
,  but  to^monow  ffioye  for  a  Contmittto  to  examine  and  con- 
#i4€yr  tbe  {Kit  mod^  <^f  proofing  ia  this  business. 
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MABftHALSEA    YBISOX. 

Jjord  Holland  roae,  and  eaid,  thai  be  iatended  (o  make  • 
niotiooy  to  wbich  he  ooald  not  foresee  an  j  ground  of  oppo« 
skion.  It  was  i^articidailj  connected  with  that  nn|K>Ttant 
aabject,  the  Dd)tor  and  Cieditor  Liw  of  thb  Gmntiy,  le* 
«|iecting  wbith  a  noble  and  learned  Lord  obposile  had  in- 
Irodoced  aneasurea^  from  which  he  (Lora  UoUaiid)  ex« 
|i0Cled  a  considerable  amdbiatton  of  those  laws.  His  ob- 
ject in  roaJiing  (bis  motion  was  espectalljr  to  point  out  to  the 
Iftoose  the  enormous  evils  which  existed  under  the  ptesent 
ajilem.  in  the  month  of  January  last^  an  unfortnm^  man 
4of  the  name  of  William  Collin  or  Coiner,  we'are  not  quite 
certain  of  the  name)  died.in  the  prison  of  the  Marshalsca,  in 
tte  eoontj  of  Sorrej,  who  had  been  confined  there  for  a 
debt  of  about  seven  pounds  in  the  month  of  November  last. 
A  Goroner^s  inquest  sat  upon  the  bod  j  of|tbe  deceased,  which 
was  found  in  the  most  wretched  and  misemUe  situation. 
He  had  bceo  bereft- of  the  means  of  supporting  bis  existence. 
fie  was  found  in  a  place  where  there  was  neither  door  nor 
window.  He  had  been  absolutelj  reduced  to  such  a  state  of 
misery,  tliat  he  had  be^n  seen  gnawing  the  refuse  bones  in 
the  yard  that  had  been  left  there,  in  order  to  obtain  some 
means  of  prolonging  a  wretched  life.  It  was  true,  that  on 
examioing  the  miserable  rags  that  were  on  him,  two  shillings 
were  found ;  but  be  understood  that  the  Coroner^s  Jury 
would  say,  thai  they  bad  no  doobt  those  two  shillings  were 
either  pot  iatd  his  poeket  after  bis  death,  or  weregifen  to 
the  suRrer,  when  each  helps  iiv«iu  hat  too  late  to  Irfferd  him 
any  leKef.  The  Conoaef's  Jury  fotiud  a  verdict,  that  this 
tmtaappy  man  had  -died  fmm  want  of  food,  clothing,  and 
lodging.  His  Lordship  ftas  inifarmed  that  the  verdiet  fint 
agreed  upon  by  Xht  Imrjj  was  siai(dy,  tlMt  he  was  semved  to 
ifedfA/  bnt  they  afterwaids  agraed  t6  the  rA6re  mitigaied 
¥«fdict  which  they  hAd  ddiver^.  A  tutgbt  be  ^sid,  that  it 
'Was  surprisitig  that  aoch  should  be  the  CAse,  oonsidi^iBg  thu 
eHowanoe  of  the  ^raits,  now  very  pruperly '  luised  to  six*> 
lieucies ;  but  then  it  sboukl  be  recofleotod  that  tAe  bw  un 
«ihis  subject  allowed  to  those  wbo'  withheld  their  payments, 
tfhll  five  months  beibre  its  comtueuoement.  This,  h^ 
ADugbt,  was  a  case  of  a  nature  which  shed  mnch  l^ht  <^  tht 
|itesenl  system  of  the  DeMor  And  OnMitteir  La>^  and  must 
aflSxt  the  huasane  leelinga  of  eMry^^ae  of  their  Lo^dshipai 
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^  God  forbid,  tbat  in  such  a  case  he  shquld  mingle  anj  thing 
like  the  topics  of  party  disputes,  or  political  animosities. 
Bat  he  must  say,  that  M^hatever  else  their  Lordships  might 
do — whatever  might  b^  done  by  either  or  both  Houses  of 
Parliament,  with  tcspect  to  their  privileges,  and  he  admitted 
that  they  had  a  right  to  suppdrt  their  dwil  privileges — still 
they  could  dd  nothing  which  would  make  thetu  stand  more 
clear  and  well  with  flie  country  (the  iniportanceof^hich' 
he  thought  was  great  arld^  obvious)^  thati  to  watch  Carefully 
that  nothing  should  exist  in  the  administration  of  justice  in 
the  land  which  bordered  On  cruelty  and  injustice.     He* 
thought,  therefore,  that  in  a  general  point  of*  view,  the  ad*- 
ministration  of  the  prisons  of  this  countiy  claimed  their 
Lordships'  attention.    ,Ue  meant  to  throw  no  particular' 
Jblame  on  individuals  who  might  n6t  deserve  it.  He  believ^ 
tiiat,  by  the  Act,  a  copy  of  the  verdict  of  a  (Coroner's  Inquest 
should  be  in  the  hands  of  tl^e  Clerk  of  the  Peace.    He  under* 
stood,  however,  that  it  was  not  alwajrs  so,  but  was  sometimes 
in  other  hands.     Thinking  that  this  unhappy  oc^mrrencd 
was  of  considerable  importance  in  a  view  x>f  the  laws,  such  as 
they  "frere  likely  soon  to  take,  he  should  move  that  a  copy  of 
the  proceedings  of  the-  Coroner's  Inquest,  and  the  verdict 
given  (the  day  of  January  last,  \^e  could  not  precisely 
tell),  should  be  presented  to  that  House  by  the  proper 
officer. 

*    After  a  few  words  from  the  Duke  of  Norfolk;  the  motion 
was  put  and  carried. — Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMOxNS. 

THUBSDAY,   FEBRUARY  SS. 
AMERICAN  ambassador's  AUDIENCE  OF  LBATE. 

JIfr.  Whitbread  rose,  and  said,  he  wished  (before  the 
question  was  put)  to  ask  a  question  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  whom  he  then  saw  in  his  place.  He  (Mr.  W.) 
had  been  informed,  that  the  American  Ambassador  had  this 
day  his  final  audience  of  leave  of  the  Prince  Regent,  not  \xt 
the  way  in  which  siich  audiences  generally  take  place,  but 
Ihat  he  was  departing  from  this  country  after  having  re** 
oeived  an  answer  adverse  to  all  hopes  of  conciliation  between 
the  two  countries.  He  wished,  therefore,  to  know  whether 
tile  right  honourable  gentleman  had  advised  the  Rq^nt  to 
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lay  before  the  Home  the  papen  idatiog  to  the  ooaferaice» 
held  on  that  salnect  i 

The  Chancdhr  of  the  Exchequer  amwefedi  that  it  was 
true  the  American  Ambaasador  had  this  day  had  his  final 
audience  of  leave  of  the  Regent;  bnt  that  he  had  receiTed 
an  answer  adverse  to  oonciljalion,  or  tending  to  keep  up 
the  diffisrences  existing  between  as-«the  first  be  had  heard 
of  it  was  from  the  mouUi  of  the  honourable  gentleman.  On 
the  contrary,  the  Ambassador  had  left  heie  a  Chargi  ^Af* 
f aires  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  the  nq^odations  al« 
ready  begun.  His  Majesty's  Ministers  were  entirely  dis- 
posed to  an  amicable  terminatioin  of  those  diflerences  sub* 
sistin^  between  the  two  countries ;  and  for  that  purpose^ 
a  Minister  Plenipotentiary  had  been  appointed,  and  was 
about  to  set  out  from  this  country-  He,  therefore,  saw  no 
reason  for  advising  the  Regent  to  lay  any  papers  before  the 
House  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  WkUbread  said,  this  information  was  so  diflerent 
from  that  which  he  had  received,  that  he  should  reserve 
to  himself  a  right  to  move  for  papers  on  the  subject,  and 
he  did  not  think  it  would  be  long  before  he  should  find  it 
necessary  Ui  do  so. 

MR.  WELL1SSLBT  POLE^S  CIRCULAR  LETTER. 

Mr.  Ponsonby  asked  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 

3hetber  he  xaitmi  to  submit  to  the  consideration  of  the 
onse  any  papers  relative  to  the  Circular  Letter  of  Mr. 
Pole.  The  chief  objection  of  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man' against  doing  so,  was,  that  it  would  be  better  to  wait 
till  that  honourable  member  should  be  in  his  place  in  the 
House.  He  wished,  therefore*  to  know  when  that  honpur- 
able  member  miffht  be  expected  to  be  in  the  House. 

The  Chancellor  of  trie  Exchequer  answered,  that  the 
honourable  gen^eman  might  be  expected  to  be  in  the  House 
in  the  pourse  of  a  very  few  days. 

ENGLISH    DISTILLCKIF.S. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Excheauer  gave  notice,  ihsii  be 
would  on  Tuesday  next  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for 
jr^ulating  the  Distilleries,  and  to-morrow  be  shquld  make 
a  motion  respecting  the  Commercial  Credit  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Adam  said,  that  he  had  heard  the  notice  of  the  right 
hon.  g^tleman  with  some  surprise.  He  had  supposed  the 
HpeaHire  irould  be  for  further  prohibiting  the  disullation  of 
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Corn.  It  appeared  by  the  noticC)  lio^reTer,  that  it  was 
only  a  RegoIiUioii  BQltbat  the  right  hon.  gentleman  meant 
to  bring  in.  ' 

The  Chancdtar  ofiht  Exchequer  said,  that  it  was  usual 
to  wait  till  the  plan  was  explained  at  the  time  of  bringing 
forward  the  motion ;  but  lie  had  no  hesitation  in  stating, 
BOW,  that  it  was  not  his  intention  to  more  for  the  prohibition 
of  the  use  of  either  corn  or  sugar  in  distillation.  He  wished 
for  the  present  to  pat  them  on  an  equal  footing,  so  as  to 
make  it  a  matter  of  indifiereoce  io  tlie  distiller  as  to  price, 
which  he  used.  The  future  yariations  in  price,  either  pf 
com  or  of  sugar,  would  make  it  a  subject  of  consideratioa 
for  the  distillers^  which  material  they  would  use. 

HABINB   IMSUKAHCB  COMPANY. 

On  Ubit  Older  of  the  day  having  been  read  for  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill  for  the  incorporation  of  this  ^ociation, 
Coaiisd  were  called  in.  No  less  than  seven  CounseUora 
appeared  at  the  bar ;  Mr.  Garrow,  Mr.  Daunoev^  Mr.  Ser* 
jeant  Best,  Mr.  Marryat,  Mr.  Bosanqu^^  Mr.  Afoore,  and 
another  gentleman.  It  was  stated,  however,  by  Mr.  Baring, 
that  only  three  Coonsdlors  would  speak. 

Mr.  Oarrow  appeared  on  the  part  of  the  Royal  £xchange 
Assuraoce  Company.  They  had  conducted  their  business 
Ibr  a  long  time  with  honour  to  themselves  and  advantage  to 
the  public,;  and  could  not  conceive  on  what  ground  this 
Company  of  adventurers  could  call  upon  Parliament  to 
deprive  them  of  their  privileges,  and  of  those  rights  for 
which  they  had  paid  a  considerable  sum  of  money  to  the 
public. 

Jtfr.  DttMcey^  on  the  part  of  the  London  Assuratice  C6m- 
pany,  took  the  same  ground.  Me  also  contended  tlutt  by 
the  Act  of  Incorporation,  it  was  the  King  in  Council  who 
should  remove  tbem,  if  their  conduct  was  injurious  to  the 
public. 

Mr.  Strjeant  Bestj  who  attended  for  Lloyd's  Coffee* 
House,  contended,  that  an  association  with  such  au  im* 
capital  must  overwhelm  the  exartioos  of  the  indi- 
at  Lloyd's,  who  bad  hitherto  conducted  the  in* 
wrance  business  of  this  country  in  a  manner  that  not  only 
atfecled  great  credit  on  themselves,  but  which  had  great 
influence  in  rusinp;  theoommeicial  prosperity  of  the  country 
to  its  present  height.  He  saw  nothing  in  the  projected 
MMiciatioo  ^ttt  a  mePi  spwulation  of  adyenturers^  and 
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thought  ibat  there  wns  no  CT^dence  of  the  expcdiencfj  of  the 
proposed  measure.    The  Counsel  having  withdra^p, 

Mr,  Baring  said,  tliat  at  present  be  merely  wanted  the 
Bill  io  be  read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed. 
If  it  was  ordered  to  be  committed,  tie  would  wish  that  as 
xouch  time  should  be  given  before  the  committal  of  it  as 
any  gentleman  should  think  proper;  as  this  measure  had 
the  general  support  of  the  mercantile  interests  of  this  metro- 
polis and  in  the  country,  be  hoped  there  would  be  no  oppo* 
itition  to  its  going  into  a  Committee. 

Mr,  Grenfetl  considered  that  if  the  subsisting  Companies 
had  not  done  their  duty»  the  application  should  be  made  to 
the  King  in  Council. 

'  Sir  T.  Turion  did  not  sec  why  the  name  of  speculators 
should  be  given  more  to  those  who  sought  the  present  incoiv 
poration  than  io  any  otben  whoappliol  to  l^riiament  for  a 
similar  purpose.  He  thought  experience  had  shewn,  that 
associations  did  not  necessarily  overwhelm  the  exertions  of 
individuals,  as  the  incorporated  Companies  did  not  do. any 
thing  near  so  much  insurance  business  as  the  individuals 
who  met  at  Lloyd's.  If  he  really  believed  that  the  establish* 
ment  of  this  new  Company  would  take  away  oAe  i9ta  of 
the  business  of  the  incorporated  Companies  now  existing, 
he  might  pause.  He  was  convinced,  however,  that  it  would 
not ;  and  so  far  from  giving;  a  monopoly  to  those  men,  he 
supposed  and  hoped  that  it  would  1)6  followed  by  many 
simifar  associations.  He  thought  it  was  the  duty  o'f  the 
Legislature  to  set  their  faces  against  monopolies,  which 
were  directly  contrary  to  the  public  good. 

Mr.  Marryait  was  adverse  to  the  principle  under  which 
the  Bill  was  brought  forward.  The  mode  of  its  introduction 
was  improper,  because  inconsistent  with  the  form  which 
had  been  long  since  laid  down  on  the  subject.  Tbe  appfi- 
cation  ought  not  to  have  been  made  to  the  House  of  Comr 
mens  in  the  first  instance.  The  pretences  of  the  Bill  were 
unfounded.  It  held,  that  it  came  only  to  abolish  the  mo- 
nopoly which  existed  in  the  insurance  trade.  The  truth 
was,  it  came  to  abolish  that  which  was  a  monopoly  dejwr^ 
though  not  de  faclo^  by  establishing  what  wpuld  be  a 
monopoly  de  facto  though  not  de  jure.  Mine  tenths  of  the^ 
principal  merchants  of  London  were  said  to  be  concerned  in 
the  project  for  a  Marine  Insurance  Company ;  they  were  to 
form  a  body  which  would  swallow  up  every  other,  and  tho 
p0no[)o]^  against  which  they  werp  iQ  ilircct  tbwselveS| 


1?ED«  S8.3        MARINB  INSURANCB  COHV ANT.  I8I 

-was  actuallj  a  coropetitioa  of  fifteen  hundred  indiyiduah 
concerned  in  insurance.  An  Act  wliich  applied  peculiarly 
to  the  circumstances  was  the  Act  of  6th  George  I.  passed 
in  1720,  the  year  after  the  graat  disasters  that  arose  from 
speculation.  From  the  provisions  of  that  Act,  Oie  assured 
-were  saved  from  the  speculations  of  the  merchants  who 
carried  on  the  Insurance  trade.  They  ihade  all  distinction 
between  the  capacities  of  merchant  and  insurer*  No  matter 
what  might  be  the  loss  of  the  merchant,  the  loss  of  the 
assured  was  to  be  made  up.  This  resulted  from  the 
regulation  that  an  insurance  loss  must  be  paid  withia 
one  month  from  the  date  of  the  loss,  while  the  premium 
cannot  be  demanded  within  the  year;  so  that  whatever 
might  happen,  there  wiss  still  a  lanre  reserve  of  premiums 
lying  out  to  make  up  the  loss  of  the  assured*  In  case 
of  individual  insurers,  the  recovery'  was  easy ;  but  when 
they  found  an  union  like  the  present,  the  most  serious  diffiw 
culty  in  the  recovery  of  money  must  arise.  If  one  of 
the  partners  left  the  kingdom,  or  even  crossed  the  Tweedy 
the  process  must  linger  on  a  year,  till  the  outlawry  and 
other  necessary  legal  steps  were  completed.  The  spirit  ol 
speculation  which  we  saw  exhibited  every  day  in  the  at- 
tempts at  exploring  new  channels  of  trade  in  distant  coHutrieSy 
ii>  tne  perilous  intercourse  with  the  Continent,  in  forminj( 
pew  compaoiesi  was  pernicious  to  r^ular  and  quiet  in- 
dustry. This  Marine  Insurance  Company  was  a  specula* 
tion  Uke  the  rest,  and  a  bubble  like  the  rest  When  one 
bubble  burst,  another  started  up.  If  this  Company  hid 
been  set  up  last  year,  it  would  have  been  insolvent  like  the 
others  that  yi^nt  before  it.  ^he  real  capital  of  the  Company 
was  to  have  been  one  million;  the. nominal,  five.  Laat 
year  was  a  losing  one,  particularly  for  the  insurance  com* 
panies.  The  loss  was  perhaps  to  the  amount  of  five  or  sijc 
millions.  Supposing  nme-tenths  of  the  monied  interest  of 
{jbndon  to  have  beea  formed  into  an  Insurance  Company  at 
that  time,  they  would  have  bad  nine*tenths  of  the  business* 
find  it  might  be  also  concluded,  nine*tenths  of'  the  loss. 
The  capital  of  one  million  would  have  gone  at  once,  and 
^he  public  were  to  look  for  the  rest  to  men  of  straw.  Tb« 
advocates  for  the  Bill  ought  to  have  adopted  thfs  legal  mode, 
^nd  that  was,  to  come  bdTore  the  Privy  Council,  and  thera 
^tate  their  objects  and  grievances.  Mr.  Marryatt  concluded 
by  giving  his  negative  to  the  commitment  of  the  Bill. 

The  Chancelbr  of  the  Exchequer  thought,  with  the 
gentleman  who  had  justspoken^  that  tlip  advocates  6!  tbt 
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Bill  had  strayed  out  of  the  course  which  the  law  appointed 
for  their  proceeding.  They  should  have  presented  a  peti- 
tior^  to  the  Crown  on  the  subject  of  their  grierance :  it 
would  then  be  submitted  to  the  Attorney-General  or  to  him 
and  the  Solicitor-Genera)^  who  would  try  its  tnerits  as  tbej 
would  a  case,  and  advise  a  change  in  the  charters  as  they 
saw  necessary.  If  unexpected  obstructions  were  to  rise  in 
that  process,  or  if  justkx;  was  not  to  be  so  obtained,  th^n 
let  the  parties  come  to  the  House.  But  if  a  combination, 
not  a  corporate  body,  were  to  be  formed  for  insnmnce,  how 
^as  the  assured  to  recover  losses  ?  IF  the  secretary  were  to 
be  sued,  what  could  be  had  except  his  body  ?  But  if  suing 
the ,  secretary  was  by  Bill  to  be  raadc  equivalent  to  suing 
eyery  individual  of  the  body,  there  was  not  one  of  tbcm 
figainst  whom  a  judgment  might  not  be  obtained,  and  there 
was  not  a  spot  of  their  lancf  that  cotild  be  sold  without 
being  liaMe  to  that  judgment*  The  House  should  look 
with  a  jealous  eye  on  aiiy  invasion  of  corporate  rights,  and 
require  the  fullest  demonstration  of  tfie  grievance  before 
they  attempted  to  intrude  with  the  remedy. 

Sir  Thomas  1\irion  explained. 

Mr.  Adam  conceived  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche* 
qner  had  overlooked  thereat  history  of  the  Act  of  17S0. 
That  Act  looked  only  to  certain  limitations  of  Joint  Stock 
Companies,  certain  conditions,  which  if  they  did  Jiot 
fulfil,  thev  were  to  be  abolished  by  a  process  commencing 
with  the  opcaker  of  the  House  of  Commons.  The  present 
^ill  had  no  interference  with  the  objects  of  that  Act.  It 
was  to  break  dowii  no  charter,  it  only  went  to  repeal  that 
law  by  which  solitary  insurances  were  established  to  th^ 
injury  of  Compiinic^.  As  to  the  objection  that  the  Com- 
pany would  not  be  liable  to  the  losses  on  insurance,  they, 
would  naturally  contrive  some  way  to  obviate  that,  for 
otherwise  who  would  insure  with  them  i 

The  AUomey-'Oetieral  was  decidedly  against  the  com- 
mitmeiit  of  the  Bill.  As  soon  hs  a  judgment  ^vas  docketed 
against  the  individual  hiember  of  the  dompany,  there  was 
not  aii  acre  of  his  property  that  would  not  be  affected  by  it« 
|t  would  gp  to  mtqrtere,  in  its  consequence,  with  every 
BQfchase  in  the  country. 

Sir  Join  Jnstfuthefy  after  stating  at  some  length  his 
pentiments  on  the  merits  of  the  question,  concluded  by 
saying,  that  he  should  at  least  give  bis  hearty  absent  for 
gpipg  iqtQa  poipmittce  on  the  BIu^' 
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The  SoUcUor^General  was  of  opinion,  that  chartered 
rights  onght  not  io  be  violated*  These  rights  were  granted 
bj  the  Crown  for  a  consideration  in  money  :  and  it  mat- 
tered  not  whether  that  money  had  been  paid  or  not.  For 
his  own  part,  he  should  never  consent  to  aeprive  a  chartered 
Company  of  its  rights,  without  giring  an  equivalent  or 
compensation.  If  these  rights  were  io  be  got  rid  of|  tfaia 
was  not  ^e  mode  of  doing  it,  by  an  Act  of  Parliament. 

Mr.  Stephen  had  come  into  the  House  with  his  mind 
balanced  and  unbiassed  upon  this  question.  From  all  he. 
had  heard  since  the  discnssion  commenced,  be  had  made  up 
his  mind  to  vote  against  the  motion;  not  so  much  indeed 
from  the  arguments  made  use  of  against  the  motion,  as 
from  those  urged  in  support  of  the  change  of  system  pro- 
posed. 

Mr.  Morris  felt  bound  to  snpport  the  motion.  Thqi 
existing  Companies  did  not  eifect  4  out  of  100  parts  of  the , 
insiirances  made  in  this  metropolis.  For  the  remainder, 
all  the  security  the  mercantile  interest  had,  was  the  personal 
responsibility  of  the  individual  underwriters*  All  that  was 
asked  in  this  measure,  was  to  give  the  assured  the  com-  • 
mon^l^w  security  of  partners,  all  whose  assets  should  be 
liable  to  make  good  the  loss,  in  place  of  leaving  the  parties 
injuring  to  look  for  indemnity  to  assets  of  the  individual 
insurer  only. 

Mr.  A.  Baring  replied.  He  said  that  it  would  be  an 
injury  io  the  out-ports,  not  io  allow  partnerships  for  pur- 
poses of  insurance  to  be  legally  established.  The  measnve^ 
proposed  could  not  interfere  with  the  subsisting  Companies ; ' 
because  he  knew  an  individual  underwriter,  who  insured  io 
double  the  amount  insured  by  the  London  Assurance  Com- 
pany ;  the  individual  to  whom  be  alluded,  having  insured 
m  one  year  to  the  amount  of  four  millions,  while  the  Lon- 
don Assurance  Company  had  granted  policies  io  theamount 
of  two  millions  only*  The  measure  was  absolutely  neces- 
sary for  the  better  security  of  the  commercial  interests,  and 
be,  therefore,  Cnisicd  it  would  meet  with  the  approbation 
of  that  House. 

A  division  then  took  pkoe**«for  going  into  the  Com- 
mtUee       .       *       .       -       ^       -       -.       25 

Agiiastit       •       -       -       -       -       •'       26 

Muority       -    .  -       -       —1 

The  Bill  ifBS,  theicfoir,  lost*— 'Adjoumtid. 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

FRlDAYt  MARCH  1. 
BBRKELBT  PBBRAOB* 

On  the  motion  of  the  Lord  Chancellor,  an  instruction 
was  ordered  to  the  Commitlee  of  Privileges  on  the  Berke- 
ley Peerage,  to  consider  in  the  first  instance  what  proceed^ 
ing  may  be  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  taking  care  of  the 
interests  of  any  son  of  the  late  Earl  of  Berkeieyi  born  sub- 
sequent  to  the  SOth  of  May,  IT96,  and  to  report  to  the 
House;  tb^  Ck)mmittfe  to  meet  for  that  purpose  on 
Monday* 

Lord  ErMne  presented  a  Petition  from  a  female  of  the 
name  of  Read,  praying  for  a  Bill  to  dissplve  her  marriage, 
•n  the  ground  of  adultery  and  extreme  cruelty  on  the  part 
of  her  husband. 

The  Petition,  after  a  few  words  from  the  Duke  of  Nor« 
folk,  protesting  against  admitting  the  principle  of  granting 
Divorce  Bills  on  the  application  of  females,  was  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

RRVBRSIONS. 

Eart  Groivenor  presented  a  Bill  for  prohibiting  the  grant- 
ing of  Offices  in  Reversion,  or  for  Lives,  with  bene6t  of 
Survivorship,  which  was  read  a  first  time,  and  notice  ^iven 
by  his  Lordship  to  move  the  second  reading  on  Tnurs** 
day. 

Adjburned  till  Monday. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

VRipAT,  MARCH  1. 
COLTILLB. 

Mr.  Dundaz  presented  the  Report  of  the  Secret  Coni«* 
mittee  appointed  to  inquire  Into  the  situation  of  Colville^ 
the  prisbner  in  Coldbath-fields  prison.  The  Report  stated, 
that  the  Committee  having  inspected  a  number  of  docu- 
ments relating  to  the  cause  of  Colville's  detention,  and  ba-^ 
viDs  examined- a  number  of  witnesses  on  the  subject,  as 
well  as  inquired  into  the  mode  of  the  prisoner's  confinement, 
and  the  nature  of  his  treatment^  were  of  opinion^  that  there 


ir89  tafficieiit  OMue  for  the  priaoner'«  being  detaiotd,  mnd 
that  fae  has  not  been  treated  in  an  improper  manner.  Tbey 
were  abo  of  opinion,  thai  the  mode  of  conEqement  in  Cold- 
Wh-fiekls  prison  was  insi^u:ien(  for  the  object,  and  not 
90fficiently^trict« 

]j9rd  tbOeeMtome  said,  that  this  Report  containedy  the 
unanimous  sentiments  of  the  Comn^ittee* 

COMMBKOliX  CaEDIT. 

Tke  ClumuUBT  of  the  EMdUquer  «tated,  that  he  rose  in 
mrtoance  of  bis  notice^  to  move  for  the  appointment  of  a 
Committee  to  inquire  into  the  «Me  of  CSommercial  Credit ^ 
in  this  country..  Hq  had  m  dnficuitj  in  stating  to  the 
Hoosej  that  various  applications  had  been  made  to  bkm  bj 
thje  mannlaetaring  and  commercial  interest  of  the  coun- 
try, in  consequence  of  tbd  suspeneion  of  public  fsre^t,  and 
in  consequence  of  the  losses  wnich  bod  been  sustained  from 
^ihe  interruption  of  trade.  To  these  sepresentatioos  he  was 
^disinclined  to  pay  any  particular  anention ;  but  they  had 
from  various  <qa8rters  so  much  OHiitiplied,  thAt  he  thought 
fit  to  submit  «e  siAject  to  the<x>n$ider«tion  of  the  Honse^ 
4hat  a  'Commtttee  might  be  aaoied  who  should  present  a 
Report  to  th^  House  eu  the  sobject.  He  Wished  to  refrain 
Jfirom  entering  into  any  discussion  of  the  sulject  at  presentt 
«as  prematore  and  improper^  He  thought  that  the  Commis* 
tee  should  consist  of  91  members.  In  that  number  the 
iPour  surviving^ members  of  the  Committee  of  1798,  now  in 
the  House,  were  included.  The  names  proposed,  as  far  as 
sve  could  colieot^  were> 

The  GhanceUmr  of  the  Ex*  Mr.  Henry  Thornton, 

che^r^  Mr.  .Foster, 

fir  John  S^lair,  Mr.  Alderman  Shaw,  of 

Mr.  Bivgden,  Duhlbi, 

Mr.  Maimii^Y  Mr.  Cliarles  Long« 

Theliord  Advocate  of  Scot-  Mr.  Sharp,    ^ 

land«  Mr«>  Irvine, 

Mr.  Rose,  ^   Mr.  Marryatt, 

.Sir  Thomas  Bi^liagf  '   Mr.  Ha^  Oavis^ 

"Sir  James  J^basr,  ^^d 

4Mr.  Sanog,  Mc.  Staaiferth; 

Mr.  Tiemey  made  some  o^eetions  to  the  motion. 
TAe  Chancellor  oj  the  Exchequer  said,  the  right  honour- 
4kble  gentleman  had  objected  to  the  embloyment  of  the 
ToL.  II.— 1811.  «B 
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tcfrms  Commercial  Credit,  as  too  loose  and  vague,  and  not 
sufficiently  distioguisbable  from  the  Public  Credit  of  the 
country.  He  thought^  however,  that  the  two  subjects  were 
perfiectly  distinct,  and  that  no  difficulty  could  arise  from  the 
terms  of  the  motion.  Un  this  subject  he  thought  it  advi- 
sfable  to  avoid  delay  as  much  ns  possible;  and  that  some* 
thmg  should  speedily  be  laid  before  Parliament,, to  enable 
them  to  take  the  matter  under  their  consideration.  The 
Committee  would  naturally  inquire  into  the  nature  of  the 
mischief,  and  of  the  causes  by  which  that  mischief  has 
been  produced,  for  the  sake  of  providing  a  remedy  to  that 
mischief.  If  the  mischief  is. found  to  admit  of  remedy ,  the 
iiatHire  of  the  remedy  will  next  become  naturally  the  object 
of  their  consideration.  He  thought  that  in  every  way  it 
was  advisable  that  the  Report  of  the  Committee  should  not 
be  protracted,  but  that  at  an  early  period  they  should  com- 
municate their  views  to  the  Honne.  , 

Mr.  Curwen  said,  that  undoubtedly  the  causes  of  the  mis« 
chief  ought  to  be  taken  into  the  consideration  of  the  Com- 
mittee. These  causes,  he  believed,  were  noibing  else  than 
the  Orders  in  Council.  The  pressure,  no  doubt,  was  great; 
-but  he  did  not  see  how  that  pressure  could  at  present  be  re- 
moved. He  thought  it  was  not  advisable  to  hold  out  to  the 
country  that  the  evil  might  be  remedied  ;  tiiat  those  indi- 
viduals, who  have  been  induced  on  account  of  bieh  wages 
to  leave  agriculture  for  manufactures,  maybe  ioduced  to 
jeturn  back  to  agriculture;  tor  which  purpose  greater  faci- 
lity was  afforded  at  present,  than  at  any  former  period,  from 
the  grea^  number  'of  Inclosure  Bills. 

Mr.  Homer  thought  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ezcbequfer 
bad  taken  a  more  correct  view  of  the  subject  than  his  right 
honourable  friend.  It  was  better,  in  his  opinion,  to  con- 
fine the  inquiry  at  present  to  the  nature  df  the  measures  to 
be  adopted,  than  to  enter  upon  the  (Causes  which  have  led 
to  these  measures.  If  the  measures  were  good,  they  otight 
to  be  adopted  and  acted  on  without  delay  ;  but  the  cause 
will  properly  form  a  subject  of  after  discussion.  He  wished 
to  express,  however,  no  opinion  at  present  of  the  remedy 
necessary  to  the  evil ;  or  even  to  express  an  opinion  of  the 
possibility  of  affi)rding  any  such  remedv.  He  rose  \b  move 
tot  the  addition  of  another  name  to  t&e  Chancellor  of  tbe 
Exchequer's  list.  Nothing,  he  owned,  could'bemore^  re- 
spectable than  the  names  of  which  that  list  was  composed.; 
bnt  he  could  not  avoid  tbiokiog  that  it  would  have  been 
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better  if  il  had  contained  fewer  commercial  natiies.  He 
thought  that,  at  any  rate,  the  late  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury should  be  on  the  Committee^  and  he  therefore  moved 
that  the  name  of  Mr.  Huskisson  should  be  added. 

Mr*  Huskisson  wished  to  decline  the  honour  of  being  a 
member  of  the  Committee.  He  stated  the  pomts  in  which 
he  tboaght  the  present  distresses  resembled,  and  in  which 
they  did  not  resemble,  those  of  1793.  At  present  there  was^ 
no  ioterruption  to  public  credit;  in  17§3  it  was  otherwise; 
and  at  present  there  was  a  great  spirit  of  over-trading  in  the 
country.  He  disclaimed  the  having  any  particular  oppor- 
tuoities  for  information  on  this  subject ;  and  thought  that, 
perhaps^  the  opinions  he  had  now  expressed  might  disqua- 
lify him  from  forming  one  of  the  Gimmittee. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  rose  to  support  the  mo- 
tion of  the  honouraole  gentleman  (Mr. Horner).  He  agreed 
witb  the  gentleman  who  last  spoke,  that  the  present  circum- 
stances  differed  in  some  cases  from  those  of  1793/  and  re- 
sembled thein  in  others.  He  thought,  however,  ttiat  should 
the  distresses  of  the  present  day  be  even  traced  to  over- 
trading, yet  if  the  result  of  that  over-trading  has  been  such 
as  not  only  to  occasion  mischief  to  those  who  have  over* 
traded,  but  thdise  who  have  not  over-traded,  the  House 
could  have  no  objection  to  afford  an  alleviation,  if  possible. 
He  had  no  hesitation  in  s^ing,  that  whatever  opinion  may 
be  formed  of  the  policy  of  the  Orders  in  Council^*  these,  on 
inquiry,  would  not  be  found  to  be  the  cause  of  the  present 
commercial  distress.  These  measures,^  however,  of  the 
Orders  in  Council,  he  had  no  doubt,  woiild  admit  of  every 
justificatioti,  as  wise  and  expedient  for  the  country. 

Mr,  Tjcrney  sja\d,  that  it  was  not  sufficient  to  induce  the 
House  to  vote  an  is4qe  of  Exchequer  Bills,  to  state  that 
numbers  of  merchants  have  ov^r-traded  themselves.'  Upon 
such  a  Report  to  be  presented  to  the  House,  he  would  not 
think  himselfjustifiedingiving  his  vote.  Hedid  not  mean  to 
say,  bnt  that  under  certain  circumstancesof distress  he  might 
be  willing  enough  to  give  assistance;  but  these  circum« 
stances,  he  thought,'  should  differ  materially  from  the  pre- 
sent. He  owned  bCvdid  nut  seie  how  a  remedy  c(iuld  be  af^ 
forded  to  the  [Sresent  evils;  The  right  honourable  a:eni]e^ 
man  (the  Chancellor  of  the  Ekchequer)  spoke  of  tlie  ,ne« 
cessity  of  a  speedy  Report;  but  be  hoped  that  suffidieat 
time  would  be  taken  to  make  the  necessary  inqarries ;  and 
for  this  purpose  m  week,  at  least,  wou^d  be  necessary.  Were 
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he  to  be  a  member  of  the  Committee,  he  woald  V|»h  t« 
examine  a  number  of  merchants  On  the  subject^  and  enter 
vbon  other  inquiries,  which  would  alt  take  up  a  good  deal! 
of  time. '  h  would  be  proper  for  the  House  to  know  what 
was  the  state  of  the  present  distress,  what  had  produofid 
that  state,  and  what  was  likely  to  be  the  duratioii  of  tba^ 
state  ;  and.  it  would  be  foolish  to^give  issues  of  Exchequer 
Bills  at  pnesent,  if  at  the  end  of  a  twelvemonth  the  evtt 
should  still'  continue.  It  was  impn^r  lo*  afford  assist- 
ance,  without  knowing,  the  cause  and  the  likelihood  of 
duration. 

The  Chancellor  of'  tUe  Mxche^er  said^  that  he  should 
certainly  think  tlie  Committee  were  going  beyoiid  their 
duty,  were  they  to  enter  upon  solarge  a  field  of  investiga- 
tion as  the  honourable  gentleman  would  Force  upon  them* 
To  what  extent  the  House  might  thtpk  it  to  go  into  tKft 
ultimate  and  proximate  caiises  of  the  subject^  was  another 
consideration ;.  but  it  was  the  Committee's  duty  to  inquire 
into  the  nature  of  the  present  distress*  The  Bouse  will 
CM>nsider  the  degree  and  extent  of  (he  distress,  and  whe-^ 
tner  it  be  adyissble  to  aiford  a  remec^.  Whether  th^ 
tlouse  will  take  the  subject  of  the  duration  of  the  evil»  or 
the  diminution  of  pressure,  into  consideration,  will  be  af- 
Jtierwarda  decided. 

Mr.  CScfnmi^,  observed,  that  from  the  narrow  description 
of  the  investigation  proposed,  he  apprehended  ihe  quatitiet; 
fer  wbieh  his  oonourable  friend  had  been  SiMUed  te  be  par- 
ticularly distiiujiiished,  were  not  necessary,  especially  if  it 
was  intended^  that  the  Aeport  should'be  speedily  laid  oo^th^ 
table.    The  qualities  alluded  to  would  ody  nave  been  of 
•  essential  advantage,  if  the  Commitleet  were  to  inquire  not 
only  into  the  immediate,  but  into  the  remote  causes  of  tho 
pretent  state  of  commercial  credit.    He  therefore  thought 
ft  would  be  better  to  leave  the  names  as  originally  moved  r 
aad'knT  one,,  after  the  Report  sliould  be  preseute^r  would 
be  at  limcty,  if  be  pleasea,  to  propose  a  larger  investiga^ 
tion.    His  houooraole  friend  wouU  not  perhaps- choose  to* 
state  this  ground  exactly  te^lhe  Bouse ;  but  it  was  not^iinr-- 
probable  tTiat  he  mightep  into^ih  is  Committee  under  ccmi* 
siderable  disadvantage.  Bis  principles  with  respect  to  puhr 
lic  credit  had  IfCtety  excited  a  great  deal  of  attention ;  and' 
it  might  be  supposed  that  he  \yould  be  too  much  inclined  to- 
refer  facts,  as  they  came,  out,  to  these  principles,  which 
would  deprive  lus^  authority  of  iis  d  ue  weight.    Aa  his^  ho*- 


liMiraMe  friend  tberdbre  #»  rather  wmrte  to  be  one  of  the 
uMtehen  of  tllt§  Comixittiee,  be  appealed  to  tb^  cestom  of 
the  Hooae  whether  k  iras  not  contrar?  to  its  ordinary  coar* 
tesy  to  appoint  hiiii.  Hia  pecaiiar  talents  were  not  wanted 
beret  otiier^ise  his  willingness  to  undertake,  and  his  ability 
to  execQte  his  duttes,  were  ooqnestionabie. 

Mt.  H^tmt  expressed  bis  surprise^  that  the  right  bo* 
noaraUe  gentleaian  sboald  bare  sjioken  aa  if  be  (Mr.  Hotw 
■er)  bad  foHes  into  some  improprie^  in  naming  the  ho* 
noaiable  gentleman  near  him  (Huskisson)  as  a  member  dt 
^18  Commiltee;  and  anaimnropriety  which  the  Chancellor 
or  the  Excbeqner  had  avoiaed.  liits  was  extraordinary^ 
as  die  Chancellor  of  the  Excbeqatr  bad  immediatel?  as- 
sented the  moment  the  honoorable  gentleman  had  beet» 
nmed.  He  had  nevet  doubted  but  the  honourable  gentle-^ 
man  would  have  been  wiHlng  to  have  given  his  servicea 
upon  the  Committee  %  services  wbichi  in  his  view  of  the 
case,  woidd  be  of  great  utility.  It  appeared  to  him  that 
this  woald  be  an  operation  of  finance,  founded  on  a  com- 
mercial difBcolty ;  and  it  wa»  important,  even  with  a  view 
10  the  proximate  causes  of  that  difficulty,  that  some  per«^ 
son,  accustomed  to  thefi»perations  of  finance,  sbouM  be  on 
the  spot.  Aithoogb  lie  vras  sorry  that  the  services  of  the 
bon.  gentleman  od  this  Committee  should  be  lost,  yet  as  he* 
was  averse  to  become  one  of  the  members,  he  certainly 
would  not  press  his  motion. 

JIf r.  Canmng  did  not  mean  to  impate  any  impropriety  to 
Ae  last  Speaker. 

Mr.  lietneji  mo^ed  aa  Amendment  to  the  proposition^ 
of  the  following  purport;  ^  That  the  Committee  should 
examine  iato  nie  state  of  the  trade  of  the  United  Ktng^ 
dom,  and  report  upon  the  causes  that  produced  the 
s^roe.** 

Mr*^  A.  BUfing  tbougbt  that  the  inauiry  into  the  general 
Atate  of  trade  ought  to  be  postponed.  The  object  at  present 
he;under8tood^o  be,  to  ascertain,  whether  commercial  crer 
dit  was  not  in  a  state  requiring  relief,  if  such  relief  coulcf 
be  administered.  At  a  future'period  of  the  session,  n(^ 
doubt,  it  would  be  proper  to  go  into  the  more  general  in* 
^uiry,  and  to  expose  completely  the  causes  which  had  led 
to  tne  lamentable  situation  in  which  commetce  at  present 
•tood,  that  they  might  be  aware  in  time  to  come.  But  it 
was  better  to  defer  the  more  extended  consideration.—* 
HThetber  the  system  (if  the  Orders  in  CoaaciJ>  the  plan  o€ 
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licmoeS)  and  other  measures  of  Government,  had  not  tended  • 
stronf^ly  to  produce  this  sad  effect,  would  be  a  question  at 
another  time.  But  the  &ct  was  clear,  that  commerce  was 
iti  a  deplorable  state ;  and  he  owned  the  measures  of  theri^ht 
honourable  gentleman  were  a  material .  cause  of  rt.  .  If  a 
house  was  on  fire,  the  first  consideration  was  to  put  it  out^  . 
and  afterwards  to  inquire  into  the  causes  which  had  occa* 
sioned  it.  The  questions  were  distinct,  and  there  would  be 
a  disad?anta^  in  involving  them ;  and,  besides,  if  they  were 
to  proceed  upon  the  more  enlarged  view,  the  Report  could 
liot  be  presented  in  less  thaii  a  month.  The  right  honoum« 
ble  gentlenfan  had  said,  that  our  relations  with  America  had 
no  connection  with  the  present  commercial  distress.  Whe- 
ther or  not  we  were  rignt  in  our  dispute  with  America,  he 
would  not  now  discuss ;  but  when  it  was  considered  that 
America  was  a  customer  for  twelve  millions  annually  of  our 
manufactures,  it  must  appear  a  most  extraordinary  suppo* 
sition  that  the  stoppage  of  this  trade  would  add  nothing  to 
our  commercial  distress. .  It  was^  not  to  be  doubted  but  this 
would  add  very  considerably  to  the  distress  under  which 
trade  now  laboured. 

Mr,  Perccoal  had  not  said  that  the  stoppage  of  so  consi- 
derable a  trade  as  that  with  America,  had  no  connection 
with  the  depressed  state  of  commerce.  What  he  had  stated 
was  this,  that  it  was  not  connected  with  it  through  any  fiuilt 
of  the  Government. 

Mr.  IL  Thornton  took  it  for  granted,  that  the  object 
was  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  trade  only  so  far  as  this  wtis 
.connected  with  the  means  of  giving  relief. — To  answer 
this  purpose,  the  original  motion  was  sufficiently  well  ex- 
pressed. The  amendment  proposed  would  lead  into  too  large 
a  field. 

The  first  part  of  the  Amendment — thai  the  Committee^ 
should  inquire  into  the  state  of  the  trade  of  the  United  King-< 
dom,  was  then  put  and  negatived.  The  question  being  upon 
the  latter  part,  that  the  Committee  should  report  on  the 
causes  that  produced  the  same, 

Mr.  Perceval  observed,  that  the  right  honourable  Gentle- 
man had  surely  fallen  Into  some  mistake.  Was  it  meant 
that  there  should  be  an  inquiry  into  the  caused  that  produced, 
commercial  credit? 

Mr.  Tiemey. — No;  into  the  causes  of  the  present  state 
of  commercial  credit. 

Mr.  Perceval. — Gven  in  that  sense  it  was  too'large,  and 
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would  cahy  the  duties  of  the  Committee  much  beyond  what 
aoj  one  Jippeared  to  have  in  view.  ' 

Mr.  WUberforce  concurred  with  the  last  speaker,  that  the 
vrordsof  the  amendment  were  too  large,  and  that  the  inquiry 
ought  to  be  confined  to  the  state  of  trade,  so  far  as  this  was 
connected  with  the  means  of  relief. 

The  lattef  part  of  the  amendment  was  also  n^^ttved ; 
and  the  motion^  as  originally  worded,  agreed  to  without  a 
division.  > 

Upon  the  reading  of  the  names  of  the  Members  for  the 
Committee, 

JIfr.  WhUbread  rose  and  stated,  that  in  his  opinion  there 
were  too  many  commercial  men  proposed,  thirteen  out  of 
^le  twenty-one  bein^  of  that  description,  and  thereby  con- 
stituting a  majority  of  the  whole.  The  remainiqg  names, 
too,  were  chieny  those  connected  with  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  in  office.  The  right  honourable  gentleman 
seemed  to  hold  oiil,  that  he  bad  at  first  rather  turned  a^deaf 
ear  to  the  representations  on  this  subject ;  and  wttether  he 
was  a  convert  to  the  opinions  contained  in  these  representa- 
tions, or  had  brous:ht  forward  the  subject  on  account  of  the 
number  of  applications,  and  the  respectablility  of  the  quar- 
ters from  whence  they  came,  he  had  not  mentioned.  But 
If  the  commerce  of  the  pountry  was  in  an  embarrassed  state, 
and  it  was  clear  that  it  was,  this  Committee  was  impropt^riy 
cpnstituted.  That  there  ought  to  be  some  commercial  men 
was  certain — ^butthat  they  miist  have  a  strong  bias  to  recom- 
mend the  granting  of  rcltef,  even  though  it  might  be  doubt- 
ful to  others  whether  such  a  measure  would  be  proper,  he 
thought  self-evident,  and  therefore  they  ought  not  to  con«* 
ctitute  a  majority.  He  was  surprised  that  the  nanie  of  Mr. 
Huskisson  bad  not  been  originally  proposed,  and  surprised 
that  there  should  be  any  objection  on  his  ]^rt  when  he  was 
at  last  mentioned.  He  hoped  some  other  names  would  be 
proposed. — ^The  commercial  majority  was  objectionable  in 
the  fint  place,  and  almost  the  whole  of  the  rest  woukl  bb 
under  a  vote  for  any  measure  of  relief  which  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  might  have  already  suggested. 

Mr.  Perceval  sisii^,  that  he  had  taken  the  principal  mer- 
chants from  both  sides  of  the  House — persons  best  acquainted 
with  the  subject,  and  at  the  same  time  not  likely  to  be  so 
,  much  affixted  t^  less  eminent  traders,  by  the  present  de« 
pressed  state  of  commerce.    He  had  no  objection,  however. 


tofome  warn  mneB, tfaoagb  it nas  dakalile  tbal  the  Com- 
mittee  should  net  he  too  numeroitta. 

Sir  John  tfeapart  objected  to  the  conntatiUioB  of  the 
Committee^  #ii  the  wme  grounds  as  Mr.  Wbifbread. 

Mr.  J.  Bariftg  sb^lttu  that  every  coouBeroial  man  who 
had  expraaed  a  <K>ubt  as  to  theexpediencjr  of  giTing  relief 
bad  bmi  named  «fi>r  theComnittee. 

SirJokn  Neztport  disclaitned  any  other  objection  to  a 
majority  of  commetcial  men  than  this,  that  they  would 
be*  fiom  the  naiuas  af  the  ^aae,  acting  under  an  unrlue 
bias. 

Mr.  G.  Johmtme  proposed  Chat  Mr»  D«  Gidd^  be  added 
te  the  CkKnmittec^  bat  nobody  seconded  the  motion. 

The  Commtl  tee  was  ther^fora  appointed  as  originally  con<> 
1y  with  the  usual  powenu- 
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Lord  J^  Hamilton  postponed  the  motion  fer  ordeii 
lelative  to  the  press  in  inuiai  but  we  oould  not  ascertain  to 
what  day.  ^ 

Mr.  £•  DundoM  inquired  with  what  Tiew  these  oidem 
were  to  be  moved  fiar  ?      ^  ^ 

Lord  A.  UumiUon  anftweved,  that  in  his  opinion,  a  reiy. 
wndue  power  with  resuect  to  the  press  had  been  exercised  iu 
India^  and  that  he  wisned  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  that  circumstance* 

IBISQ  APPA1RS. 

Mr.  Wmrd  understanding  tliat  Mr«  Pole  had  airiyed  tpi 
town,  wished  to  know  whether  be  had  brought  a^y  informa- 
tion relative  to  the  proceeding  with  regard  to  the  Catholics 
in  Ireland,  which  the  right  TiooouraUe  gentleman  opposite 
intended  to  communicate  to  the  House  ? 

Mr.  Ptrceval  answered,  that  the  matter  was  now  in  such' 
a  state  that  it  was  unoecessary^.  he  apprehended^  to  agitato 
the  Sttbject^any  farther* 

BULLION. 

Mr.  Fantitiari  moved  for  a  return  of  the  prices  paid 
for  bullion  by  the  Bank*  in  each  year,  from  February  1797 
to  the  latest  period  at  which  the  account  could  be  made 
up.    Ordered.  / 

Sir  John  Newport  moved  for  an  account  pf  the  product 
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cf  the  duties  on  Wines  ia  Ireland,  distinguishinfr  the  scveml 
species  of  wine;  with  an  account  of  the  produce  of  the 
duties  on  Teas,  the  produce  of  the  Window  Tax,  &c.  &c.  in 
the  years  1808, 0,  10.     Ordered. 

Mr.  Foster  stated,  that  he  wished  to  send  over  the  peti« 
tion^of  the  proprietors dfbleach^elds  in  Ireland,  calling;  for 
a  commutation  of  the  capital  punishment  for  stmling  the 
lilien  from  their  fields,  that  it  mi^^ht  be  considered  by  the 
whole  trade,  and  desired  an  order  of  the  House  for  that/ 
purpose. 

The  Speaker  said,  this  was  a  new  way  of  dealing  with 
a  petition,  and  therefore  he  called  the  attention  of  the  House 
toil. 

Mr.  Foster  tlien,  however,  withdrew  his  motion,  it  being 
understood  that  he  might  have  full  time  for  the  considerao 
tion  of  the  petition,  which  he  would  send  over  to  Ireland, 
without  any  formal  order-    * 

TUB    IRISH   CONVENTION    ACT* 

Mr.  Hutchinson  adverted  to  hb  former  statement,  that 
be  intended  to  move  for  a  repeal  of  the  Irish  Convention 
Act.  He  now  supposed,  from  what  had  passed  to-night, 
that  the  question  as  to  the  late'  proceeding  under  that  Act 
was  disposed  of;  and  therefore  he  now  gave  notice,  that  on 
Monday,  the  llthof  March,  he  would  move  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  Bill  to  repeal  that  Act. 

The  Malt  Duty  Bill^  the  Ten  Million  Exchequer-Bills . 
BOI,the  One  Million  wA  a  Half  Exchequer-Bills  Bill,  and 
the  Irish  Treasury-Bills  Bill,  were  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

Adjourned  till  Monday. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

nOfioAYj  MARCH  4. 

The  Coroner  for  the  county  of  Surrey  presented  the 
papers  respecting  the  death  of  the  unfortunate  debtor  in 
the  Marshalsea  prison,  which  were  moved  for  last  week  by 
Lord  Holiand. 

MBEL   LAW. 

At  half-pest  five,  Lord  Holland  moved  the  order  of  the 
day  on  the  notice  of  motion  he  had  given  on  this  subject. 
Lord  Holland  then  rose,  and  commenced  by  ol^rving. 
Vol.  U.— 18H.  2C 
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that  their  Lordships  were  summoned  theve  tbat  day  on  i^ 
subject  of  very  great  importance.  When  he  first  moved 
that  their  Lordship  be  summoned)  he  felt  penoaded  th^t 
the  proposition  he  was  to  Submit  to  them  was  so  reasonable^ 
so  consistent  with^he  usa^  of  their  House,  so  clearly  dedu« 
cible,  not  merely  from  the  duties  they  had  occasional! v  to 
perform»^t  the  natural  and  necessary  consequence  of  tho^e 
duties  which  they  should  uniformly  and  unremittingly  dis* 
charge,  that  he  could  not  anticipate  any  opposition  what^ 
ever.  He  had,  however,  received  an  intimation,  that  oppo- 
sition would  be  made,  and  he  took  the  opportunity  of 
expressing  )i is  thanks  for  the  politeness  with  ^vhich  it  had 
been  intimated  to  him.  He  was  sorry,  at  the  same  time,  to 
observe,  tliat  it  was  from  a  quarter,  whence  opposition,  on 
Quch  a  subject  particularly,  seldom  proved  fruitless.  It  b&i 
came  therefore  necessary  for  him  to  dwell  jather  more  at 
length  than  he  had  intended  on  the  grounds  of  his  motion, 
which  was  merely  for  the  production  of  such  documents  as 
either  were,  oroughttobe,  public  to  all  the  kingdom,  re- 
specting matters  that  related  to  the  public  administration 
of  Justice  in  .the  case  of  individuak  accused  of  libels.  Tb- 
such  a  production  lie  thought  Parliament  ought  not  to  ob- 
ject In  another  House,  if  it  were  regular  for  him  to  allude  to 
Its  forms,  he  believed  that  a  Committee  of  Justice  was  moved 
for,  and  appointed  to  sit  every  Scssioji  of  Parliament,  and 
whose  duty  it  was  to  .look  at  the  administration  of  the  Courts 
of  Justice,  to  watch  the  conduct  of  their  Crown  law  offices, 
and  to  sec  that  they  did  not  conduct  themselves  in  a  manner 
injurious  to  the  liberty  of  the  subject ;  not  merely  that  they 
did  not  conform  to  the  letter,  but  to  the  spirit  of  the 
law  of  the  land.  The  forms  of  Parliament,  therefore, 
showed,  that  it  was  their  doty  to  take  these  impor* 
tant  matters  constantly  vmder  their  consideration.  IVay, 
on  this  subject,  their  Lordships  would  find  proof  then 
before  them,  that  there  could  be  no  just  foundation  for 
opposing  this  motion,  by  calling  it  a  charge  against  the 
Courts  of  Justice ;  for  they  bad  before  their  Qimmittcc, 
recently  moved  for,  information  of  the  number  of  prosecu* 
tions  entered  into  in  the  Lower  Courts,  against  persons  for 
oficiiccs  incurring  capital  punishments  under  the  penalties  of 
the  Revenue  Laws,  and  which  that  Committee  was  to  exa- 
mine and  report  upon.  The  object,  then,  was  to  shew  the 
numbet  and  the  nature  of  such  prosecutions  and  convictions, 
ivbich  b^d  been  done  in  the  discussion  of  other  biUs^aod 
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eouid  not  be  said  io  conyiy  the  slightest  imputation  tipon 
Ibe  Judges ;  and  he  coiiki  >iot  see  wh j,  in  this  case,  the 
same  information  might  not  be  given  with  the  same 
freedom  from  any  imputation  of  that  sort*  He  meant  to 
throw  no  impntation  opon  the  Teamed  Judges,  for  whom 
he  had  a-  high  respect,  for  some  of  them  personal  friend- 
ship, and  wmiralion  of  their  Icirnin^  and  wisdom.  The 
general  principle  on  which  information  was  produced  to 
their  Lordshipa  would,  he  thou<;ht,  fullj  jostify  what  he 
intended  to  saomit,  even  mthoUt  a  reference  to  an  abase  of 
the  exercise  of  the  power  of  the  Attorney-General.  Baton 
that  sabject,  be  bad  \o  call  to  their  recollection,  that  a  Bill 
bad  within  the  last  two  or  throe  years  been  broaght  in  at 
the  lag^nd  of  a  Session,  which  he  unsnccessfulty  opposed,  - 
and  which  passed  into  a  law,  altering  the  old  fundamental 
Iawsofthecountry-*-altering  that  which  the  stre^im  of  the 
laws  proved  to  be  the  law  of  the  land,  without  any  reason 
iissigned  for  it  b  the  preamble  of  the  Act,  except  what  had 
been  since  stated  of  the  Revenue  laws.  Thb  Act  gave  io  the 
simple  filing  of  an  information  ex  officio^  by  one  man, 
possibly  acting  oonscientioosly,  all  the  force  which  coulcf 
be  derived  from  the  opinions  of  twelve  lawfully  chosen  and 
sworn.  For  giving  bim  by  this  Act  the  power  of  holding 
meii  to  bail  on  his  filing  an  information,  no  sort  of  reason 
was  given  in  the  preamble.  When  he  expected  that  no  op- 
position would  be  given  to  his  motion,  it  was,  perhaps,  a 
proof  of  his  own  simplicity  rather  than  of  any  thing  else. 
When  the  law  was  .thus  altered,  no  papers  were  laid  on  the 
table  io  shew  the  necessity  for  it ;  nor  any  reason  given,  ex- 
cept, as  be  thought,  that  only  aiid  insufficient  one,  that  by 
enabling  the  Attorneys-General  to  hold  a  man  to  bail,  the 
facility  of  compelling  his  appeamnce  was  secured,  and  that 
his  trial  for  the  crime  was  thereby  rendered  more  probable. 
Would  it  be  said,  that' it  was  now  improper,  to  kfiow  what 
bad  been  tbe  efiect  of  this  altemtton  ?  By  the  production  of 
the  information  be  sought,  they  would  see.  first  what  its 
efl^ts  had  been  in  the  prevention  of  libels,  and  the  correction 
of  the  licentiousness  of  the  press ;  and  whether  those  who 
ivere  deemed  libellers  had  been  brought  to  a  more  speedy 

iionishment.  Let' their.  Lordships  take  the  opportunity  of 
ooking  at  this  subject,  at  a  time  of  the  session  which  would 
afibrd  them  opportunity  and  leisure  to  examine  and  judge 
of  the  wisdom  of  this  recent  alteration  of  the  law.  These 
grounds  appeared  to  him   sufficient  to  justify  any  noble 
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Lords  in  voting  for  his  motion;  even  thongh  they  diflercd 
from  btra  in  their  opinions,  and  in  the  remedies  vbich  he 
thought  ought  to  be  applied,  i  On  a  subject  With  which  the 
admioistration  of  the  Courts  of  Justice  was  connected,  he  felt 
himself  placed  in  circumstances  that  were  to  him  personally 
unpleasant,  and  even  disadvantageous*  He  had,  in  the  case 
of  opposition,  much  to  fear;  because,  if  he  considered  the 
abuse  of  the  |>owers  of  the  Attorney  •General  so  great  asta 
require  the  attention  and  interference  of  Parliament,  he  might 
be  deemed  favourable  to  the  particular  species  of  offence, 
and  he  might  also  be  accused  of  great  presumption  in  med- 
dling with  affairsoflaw,considering.his  education  and  habits. 
But,  he  must  candidly  say,  that  the  probabilitv  of  such  ac« 
cusations  had  little  dread  (br  him.  (Hearl)  if  in  looking 
back  to  the  history  of  Parliament  and  the  country  as  it 
related  to  tlie  laws  of  libel,  he  could  find  the  best  laws  on 
the  subject  unirorroly  proposed  and  supported  by  high  law 
characters,  he  confessed,  he  should  admit  himself  guilty  of 
high  presumption  in  bringing  such  matters  for.vard :  but 
when  he  recollected  what  was  the  history  of  such  proceed- 
ings ;  that  the  cessation  of  the  licensing  power  in  Charles  If, 
and  James  II,  was  not  the  work  of  such  eminent  persons— - 
when  be  also  remembered  that  in  later  years  the  Libel  Bill, 
the  recollection  and  consideration  of  which  was  naturally  im« 
pressed  upon  his  mind  by  many  peculiar  and  important 
circumstances,  (the  Bill  birought  in  by  the  Inte  Mr.  Fox)— - 
he  confessed  he  could  see  no  reason  why  any  particular 
description  of  n6ble  Lords,  however  learned  in  their  pro* 
fessiou,  should  monopolize  the  proposition  of  every  measure 
concerning  the  laws  of  the  country.  {Hearl)  Many  reasons 
might  even  be  seen,  derived  from  a  philosophical  view  of 
the  subjcctj  and  from  a  consideration  of  human  nature,  why, 
even  with  the  pure  conscience  and  abilities  of  the  noUe 
Lord  who  was  Chief  Justice  of  the  King's  Bench,  such 
learned  pe;rsons  were  not  to  be  expected  to  be  the  first  on 
such  subjects.  It  was  natural  for  such^persons  to  think  no 
alterations  necessary,  and  to  say  conscientiously  for  them* 
.  selves,  "  We  have  only  public  justice  in  our  eye,"  They 
were,  perhaps,  the  least  likely  to  suggest  any  limitations  to 
the  power  of  the  officers  of  the  law.  Bat  neither  of  his 
motions  weuit  to  meddle  with  the  law  of  libel  as  it  stood. 
Whether  that  branch  of  the  laws  of  this  country  was  or 
was  not  perfect,  whether  the  definitions  given  of  libel  were 
near  perlectioh  or  not,  he  did  not  mean  to  discuss.    Perhaps 
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the  prejodicesof  Iris  educatiohi  or  some  other  circnmstances, 
mi^nt  influence  bis  judgmeat;    he  nnust  say^  i^  hntever  the 
Law  of  England  was  on  (he  subject,  (lia^  in  his  Utopia  the 
branch  of  the  Libel-law  would  be  confined  t<i  a  very  short 
chiapter  indeed!  (Hearl)    He  admitted  wimt  was  said  of 
the  extreme  difficulty  of  defining  iibek;   but  certainly  the 
kw  has  not  solved  that  difficulty  as  he  shoniJ  like  to  see 
it  in  what  might  be  ciilled  a  complete  Utopia.    (Hear  !> 
One  oreat  point  to  which  he  would  call  tbeirnttention  was, 
that  the  crime  of  libel  was,  with  the  ex  ception  of  treason, 
placed  on  a  different  footing  from  all  others.     It  involved  a 
problem,  he  allowed,  which  the  wisdom  of  no  society  had 
yet  succeeded  in  solving,  and  thereby  setting  it  tree  from  the 
political  feelings  of  the  day,  and  the  accidental  interests  ami 
dispositions  of  those  who  might  b^  at  the  head  of  the  ad« 
ministration  of  the  country.     The  law  of  Cnghind  bad  eti« 
deavoured  to  do  more  than  others  in  this  respect,  by  the 
iutervention  of  a  Jury  of  twelve  men.     But  in  prosecutions 
in  cases  of  libel,  as  of  treason,  those  persons  who  must  be 
the  agents  of  the  government  were  certainly  more  interested ; 
or  if  that  were  an  improper  word*  be  would  ssiy,  would  have 
a  bias  towards  viewing  ofiences  bordering  on  libels  as  great 
crimes  even  when  they  were  not  so  by  any  just  definition  of 
tbeni.   In  the  case  of  pro$t*cution  for  robbery  or  felony  thero 
was  no  description  of  persons  interested  in  that  manner.    In 
the  case  of  chargers  for  treason,  the  government  was,  doubt* 
Icssj  biassed  against  those  wHo  might   probably  make  a 
successful  opposition  to  their  proceedings.     For  that  reason 
it  appeared,  that  our  law  had  defined  carefully  what  was 
meant    by  the  crime  of  tri*ason,  and   had  placed  many 
guards  against  the  conviction  of  an  innocent  roan  on  the 
charge  of  that  crime.     This  was  much  to  the  credit  of  oar 
legislature,  and  formed,  perhaps,  the  best-founded  subject  for 
panegyric  of  any  in  the  whole  fabric  of  the  law  of  England. 
He  should  wish  to  know  why  nothing  of  the  same  kind  should 
exist  with  respect  to  libels  ?  He  desired  to  be  understood  that 
he  wa^  here  speaking  of  the  state  libds,  and  not  of  individual 
and  personal  slander.     He  conceived  it  to  be  quite  clear, 
that  even  lawful  discussion  was  often,  thouglit  libellous  by 
those  in  power,  wh«?n  it  was  disagreeable  and  ppposite  to  their 
view.    In  this  view  of  the  matter,  it  might  be  seen  that  any ' 
discussion  of  the  conduct  of  the  members  of  Government 
would  appear  very  near  to  a  libel,  when  carried  on  iri  a  mode 
that  was  unpleasant,  while,  at  the  same  time  the  conduct  of 
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the  individaal  in  doing  so,  mi^ht  he  great  and  meritorious. 
That  wbicli  came  tlie  nearest  to  Ihc  crime>  inigiU  actually  be 
beneficial  to  the  community.     Greater  care  oueht  therrfore 
to  be  sliewn,  that  innocence  might  not  be  pciniraed  ;  ofher^ 
vise  the  undefined  power  was  a  terror  to  the  liberty  of  the 
press,  which  was  the  great  check  upon  the  conduct  of  public 
men,  and  of  great  importance  to  the  framing  and  administnt" 
lion  of  the  public  laws.  {Hear.)  lie  wished  now  to  call  their 
Jjordships  to  a  particuhir  point,  the  power  of  th^  Attorney* 
General  to  file  his  informations  ex  officio*    He  bad  not 
risen  to  question  the  legality  of  this  mode  of  prodieedingy 
though  he  knew,  at  the  same  time,  that  men  of  great  leamina: 
and  authority  jiad  held  that  itwascoatmrytot^e  law  of  this 
land.    It  appeared  to  himy^hai  the  stream  of  time  gave 
evidence  of  what  was  the  law  of  the  land.    An  oWtr  dictum 
vf  Lord  Hale^shad  been  given,  that  if  these  prosecutions  by 
informal irm  er  officio  wore  questioned,  they  could  not  standf.' 
This  had  been  mentioned  by  Sir  Francis  Winninffton  :   but 
my  Lord  Holt  had  said  that  it  was  the  abuse  of  such  informa* 
tioos  that  had  been  intended  by  Lord  Hale.    He  paid  great 
deference  to  the  opinion  of  Lord  Justice  Holt ;  but  he  was 
not  then  questioning  the  legality.    The  abuse,  however,  was 
admitted  to  be  a  ground  ot  complaint  by  that  learned  Judge- 
Now,  as  to  the  expediency  of^such  a  power  existing,  that  was 
another  and  a  general  question,  ami  ^vas  not  necessary  for 
Ills  argument.     Many  persons,  however,  of  eminent  talents 
and  Q^ofoupd  learning,  aiid  high  distinction  in  tlie  profession 
of  the  law,  had  expressed  their  opinions  against  cs^officio 
inibrmations.  It  was  not  so  long  ^ince  that  had  lieen  done  by 
Mr.  Serjeant  Glynti,  by  Mr.  Weddcrbume,  afterwards  Lord 
Loughborough,  and  by  Mr.  Dunning, afterwards  Lord  Ash* 
burton,  a  person  whom  it  did  not  fall  to  the  lot  of  his 
time  ta  know,  but  concerning  whom  all  traditionary  ac- ' 
counts  agreed  in  representing  him  as  eminent  in  talents,  pro* 
foundly  versed  in  the  laws  and  constitution  of  his  country, 
and  a  sinciM  lover  of  liberty.    He  could  say,  that  he  fMr* 
Dunning),  whom  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  on  the  WooN 
sack  bad  stated  to  have.been  his  preceptor  in  legal  knowledge, 
of  whom  he  had  heard  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  speak  in 
such  high  and  deserved  terms  of  panegyrie,  had  actually 
thrown  (lowo  the  gauntlet  on  the  subject  of  these  tx-officio 
informations,  and  had  declared  that  they  could  be  practised 
only  for  the  purpose  of  a2wse.    {Hear !)  He  was  not  now 
ij^r^ucing  the  authorities  of«lK)rds  Loughborough  and 
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AshbartQfi  for  Ihe  purpose  of  rappiening  altogether  tbeie 

informations ;  but  he  might  properly  do  it^  at  aU  erects,  in 

the  way  of  apology  for  ^ose  who  thought  them  unparalleled 

in  the  laws  of  our  country,  when  they  were  perverted  from 

the  purposes  for  which  they  were  intended.     When  he  saw 

that,  it  wasjnatural  for  him  not  to*feel  any  great  fear  of  giving 

his  opinion  that  they  were  so  abused*    He  would  go  farther, 

and  say,  that  if  it  could  be,  shewn  that  they  were  intended  b^ 

law  to  go  to  such  an  extent  as  he  complained  of,  he,  for  his 

part,  would  rather  risk  all  the  dangers  that  it  was  imagined 

might  accrue  from  an  entire  suppression  of  them,  than 

leave  them  with  the  mere  will  of  an  individual,  -  the  AU 

tomey-General»  as  the  only  rule  for  their  use,  or  abuse. 

— ^There  w^re,  as  their  Lonbhips  must  know,  three  ways  of 

proceeding  in  cases  of  Ubds;  one  by  civil  action  ;  but  this 

was  not  the  way  of  proceeding  against  a  libel  criminally, 

though  criminal  prosecutions  might,  in  some  respects,  have 

arisen  from  it.     There  were  two  other  modes  of  pro6ecuting^ 

inisdemeanours :  one  by  indictment,  alid  the  other  by  in*- 

formation.    He  need  not  describe  the  mode  of  proceeding 

by  indictment.^    It  was  sufficient  to  say*  that  there  a  Grand 

Jury  of  twelve  men  must  interpose  before  the  matter  came 

into  the  Court,  to  be  tried  ultimately  there  by  another  Jury 

of  twelve  men.      In  the  case  of  inibrmation  there  were  two. 

modes ;  one  in  which  the  information  was  by  the  permission 

of  the  Court,  which  operated  so  far,  something  like  the  first 

^ge  by  indictment.    The  othermode  was,  the  information 

er  officio.    Previous  to  the  Act  of  William  HI.  and  Marv* 

informations  through  the  Crown-Office,  and  those  by  the 

Attomey*GeneraI,  appeared  to  have  been  nearly  the  same. 

The  preamble  of  that  Act  stated,  that  frivolous  informations, 

had  bete  filed ;  that  persons  had  been  put  to  ex  pence,  and 

never  brought  to  a  trial ;  that  persons  should  obtain  the 

leave  of  the  Court,  find  enter  into  recognizances  to  come  to 

trial ;  and  that  the  defendant,  on  acquittal,  should  in  such 

cases  be  entitled  to  tosts.  As,  formerly,  informations  of  both 

sorts  were  resorted  to  by  the  Crowu  Officers,  it  was  sup- 

Eied  that  if  the  power  was  left  in  the  hands  of  such  a  high 
w  Officer,  he  would  not  be  so  likely  to  abuse  his  trust, 
and  that  persons  would  be  prooeedea  against  with  the  view 
of  bringing  them  fairly  to  trial.  They  did  not  apply  the 
other  xera^y  to  the  cases,  ex  ojicio^  the  Grown  paying  no 
costs.  These  informations  were  liable  t^  abuse,  because  of 
the  power  they  gave  over  all  writers,  even  over  those  wh^ 
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fiivourcd  the  existing  power.  The  law,  however,  admitted 
of  no  'proceeding  by  information  in  cases  that  concerned  life 
or  limb.  Why  was  this  the  case,  except  it  was  because  it 
was  not  ronsidored  n  mode  of  prosecution  so  favourable  to 
the  individual  prosecuted  ?  It  was  admitted  by  Lord  Hale^ 
and  the  evidence  was  conclusive  as  to  his  re^rard  for  these 
proceedings,  that  **  two  things  (sayi  that  Judge)  are  ob- 
servable. First,  that  there  is  no  proceeding  by  information 
against  capital  ofFenoes.*'  Now,  surely, Xord  Hale  could 
not  mean  to  convey  no  more  than  this  mere  information, 
that  capital  cffTences  were  not  so  proceeded  against;  for  hie 
had  said  that  before  in  his  Pleas  of  the  Crown.  Wliy  ? 
Because  the  merciful  law  of  England  prevented  this  proceed- 
ing by  infontintion  in  cases  of  life  and  limb,  it  being,  as  be 
(Ix)rd  H.)  had  said  already,  thought  less  favourable  to  the 
accused  party.  Secondly,  Lord  Hale  proceeds,  ^'  that  in  all 
criminal  cases,  the  regular  and  safe  way,  and  the  way  more 
conformable  to  Magna  Charta,  and  to  the  Statutes  of  Ed- 
ward  HL  for  proceeding  was,  by  the  presentment  of  twelve 
sworn  men.''  Here  was  Lpitl  Hale*s  opinion.  What  could 
be  his  ground  for  these  remarks,  when  he  admitted  the  pro- 

'  ceeding  by  information  to  be  conformable  to  the  law,  unless 
that  he  meant  the  inference  that  it  was  liable  to  abuse  and 
oppression  ?  Oh !  but  it  might  be  said  by  some  persons,  that 
Lord  Hale  might  have  haua  bias  on  his  mind  on  that  sub- 
ject, from  the  abuses  which  he  had  witnessed  in  the  times  in 
w4iicb  he  lived !  Wel1»  tfaen^  let  them  heair  what  was  said 
by  the  apologists  for  the  practice.  He  should  therefore 
i^fer  to  a  more  modern  authority ;  but  one  whom  he  felt 
much  pleasure  and  admiration  in  quoting,  for  he>admuned 
^the  perspicuity  and  simplicity  of  his  style,  and  the  many 
excellencies  he  discovered,  particularly  in  making  his  sul> 
jf*cts  plain  and  ^clear  to  the  understanding ;  he  meant  Mr. 

.  Justice  Blackstone,>ho,  however,  could  not  be  said  to  have 
the  bias  he  had  adverted  to.  His  bias  certainly  was  not 
against  any  thing  existing  in  the  administration  of  the  laws.^ 
Excellent  as  his  work  was,  it  was  a  panegyric  on  the  laws 
and  constitution  of  England  from  beginning  to  end*  He 
■aid,  that  it  was  a  feet,  that  the  Attorney-General  could 
proceed  by  this  mode  of  informations.  He  then  goes  on  to 
give  the  reasons  for  it,  as  one  who  thought  every  thing  good 
that  did  exist  in  the  administration  of  our  laws.  He  stated, 
that  they  were  necessary  to' the  existence  of  the  British  Con^ 
slitution.    He  said,  that  the  object  of  those  powers  was  to 
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dincttbe  pranr  |iraMciitiom.«gRaift  ioch  cnctowm  miicfe* 
meiiioaii  as  oiatnibed  the  GoTernmetit  of  the  ooontrv,  add 
inpeded  the  exerdae  of  the  Rojal  Pmictioasi  in  which  cmt^ 
a  Aomeiit^a  deby  might  produoe  the  moat  fiital  oome^iieiioei. 
Thejpower  of  immeai^e  prosecntioo  was  tbefefdie  given  to 
the  iLing^s  Attoraey^General^  and  it  madea  part  of  thegieat 
plan  of  the  British  Ccltttitatiao.  This  shewed  that  in  caies 
where  they  were  ditected  against  pnTposcs  or  acts  not  calling 
for  immediate  pnsecotlon,  there  was  ckarly  a  flagrant 
abuser  If  he  (Lord  Holbind)  cookl  shsw  to  the  Honse  that 
snch  piosBcntions.  had  taken  friace,  qot  only  *^giinat  such 
crimes  as  were  thus  consideied  of  an  inferior  nature^  and  not 
of  that  enorroons  character  of  miademeanonr  which  alone  ra» 
qniied  them ;  hot  abo,  that  no  piQBccation  was  followed  np 
in  a  great  proportion  of  those  casm,  and  that  by  th& 
— -iticet  the  filia|(  of  an  information  was  in  many  cases  the 
~  the  party  m  the  cxpeooes;  if  he  conld  move  this  to 
„jNise|  he  wonld  amerty  that  he  hnd  pioTed  an  abuse  off 
power  which  called  upon  their  Lordships  to  search  intu 
the  mstancfSy  and  to  dense  some  lemedy  againt  the  repe*' 
tilion  of  the  <abose.  He  beliefed  he  had  diewn  the  great 
liability  to  abuse  of  this  power,  which,  like  Goliath's  simdt 
sbonld  be  used  only  on  great  occasions;  that  he  badshewn^ 
that  the  law  Tiewed  it  as  the  leas  iayooiable  mode  cMf  prose- 
«utloo  for  the  individual,  and  therefore  excluded  it  fnnn 
cases  of  lile  and  limb ;  and  that  it  had  been  extended  and 
perverted  to  a  degree  frightful  to  liberty.  Formeriy  this 
mode  had  been  made  use  of  for  extortion— then  for  oppies-* 
sioD^-4iow,  it  would  appear,  for  influence !  He  must  pall  it 
•'  a  DemiBrsioB  of  the  Attomey-Genemrs  power,  and  an  abuse 
or  it,  toextend  it  to  such  crimes  as  he  nad  extended  it  to. 
Afier  the  time  elapsed  between  the  filing  of  the  iatop^ 
mation  and  the  period  for  trying  it,  if  the  infomiatieii 
were  against  enormous  misdemeanonis,  there  would  not 
be  roooi  doubt  about  bringing  on  the  trial,  in  order  to 
bring  the  criminal  party  to  Judgment :  but  if  the  pio# 
secutioos  were  l^ft  short  in  any  of  their  further  stages, 
was  tliere  not  ground  for  suspicions  of  an  attempt  to  exert 
an  influence,  particularly  in  the  case  of  periodiod  poUica- 
'tions?  If  be  proved  that  from  the  year  1801  to  the  vest 
1806,  obXj fourteen  of  these  informations  were  filed  ejr  oficiot^ 
ond  ^at  m  the  three  suooeediog  years  they  amounted  to 
farijf4wo\  if  be  proved  these  things,  then  was  it  to  tie  maiiv 
tained  that  high  and  enormous  misdemeanonlBhad  gceatly  in* 
Vox.  U-— 1811.  8D 
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Jcrp&fled,  misdemeanoun  of  toch  a  dangerous  natuit  as  not ' 
to  admit  of  a  moraent's  delaj ;   vas  this  to  te  maCin-  * 
tatned,  when  H  should  be  proTed  that  the  (act  was,  that  of 
these  foTiy^tBTOy  the  Attorney-Geiieral  had  been  tinaUe  to 
brin^^  more  than  sixteen  to  justice;  while  the  Cohstitatioft 
remained,  and  FBrlinment  was  sitting  as  safely  as  before,  not*' 
witlistanding  all  the  dangers  arising  from  5fr*ff;f(^<2|^e9tf^  of 
these  impuniKhed  and  enormous  offenders  ?    His  Lonmip 
said  it  was  his  wbh  to  avoid  noticing  particular  cases,  ana 
to  consider  the  question  generally,  merely  taking  up  any  of 
them  as  matteiB  of  illustration.     H«  shonld,  tnerefore,  re- 
mark, that  m  addition  to  this  increase,  the  informations' 
were  often  filed,  not  against  the  persons  who  committed 
the  original  oficnce,  though  the^  were  near  at  hand,  and 
quite  within  reach,  but  were  directed  ascninst  persons  at 
a  distance;  and  kept  hanging  over  men^s  heads  in  ter* 
rorem.     This   part  of  the  subject  aflforded  the  plainest 
evidence,  that  such  an  use  of  power  must  be  intended  for 
influence  and  for  terror  I     lie  did  think  that  there  ought  to 
be  some  distinction  between  the  maliciousiaiithorofn  Kbel, 
and  another, 'who  having  no  cogni2ance  of  its  object,  ac« 
cjdentally,  and  without  the  least  malicious  design,  un-* 
fortunately  inserted  a  copy  of  it,  perhaps  unknowin^y;— 
The  noble  LoVd  then  procecxied  to  remark,  tbat  wbife  Sir . 
A.  Pigott,  a  gentleman  of  the  greatest  legal  knowledge,,  as ' 
well  as  of  the  most  constitutional  principles,  held  the  office  of 
Attorney-General,  there  was  only  gnc  cz-offcio  information'' 
filed  during  t|ie  course  of  a  whole  year.    That  was  for  a 
most  inflammatory  address  to  certain  regiments  just  on  the 
point  of  embarkation  'fpr  foreign  service ;  which  was  sup*  * 
])oMto  have  a  direct  tendency  to  produce  mutiny  among-' 
them,' and  to  prevent  them  from  going  on  board  the  tri&ns* 
ports.    Jnth^t  libel,  if  he  might  be  permitted  to  call  that 
a  libe)  which  was  never  brought  to  trial  or  conviction,  theiie- 
did  appear   immediate  danger  to    be    dreaded   from  ita 
inflammatory  tendency;    and  if  such  tendency  had  been 
artuully  prov(*d,  where,  he  would  ask,  could  tlierc  be» 
worse  or  more  malignant  libel?    But,  the  then  Attorney- 
Generoi  was  soon  changed,  and    was    succeeded  by  the* 
Tiresent,  who  dropped  tliis  information  that  hud  been  filed  by  * 
Jiis  prrdeces5or  against  the  Morning  Posiy  a  neiifsixiper 
which  was  well' known  to  support  the  measuress  of  Ministers/ 
\)fe  were  told,  indeed,  that  this  newspaper  gave  up  the 
iHimeof  theautbor,  but  it  happened  that  ne  was  not  thea  i» 


Britain ;  yet  that  ciicamstanoc  aeemed  to  liate  done  away 
all  the  airodij  of  the  libel  in  the  mind  of  the  Attornejr. 
'General,  for  he  isMied  a  nob  praseqtd  m  iatnur  of  the 
Mormng  Po9iy  and  the  prosecution'  was  abandoned.     U 
was  his  (Lord  Hollaad^s)  opinion,   that  in    .^neral   the 
pnbltBhers  and  printers  of  articles  snppose^l  to  b«  lib^toas 
shonid  be  Ipt  go,  when  their  authors  could  be  discovered* 
Had  the  Attorney-General  this  principle  strom;ly  ini pressed 
lipon  his  mind,  also,  on  Miat  occasion  ?     Why,  then,  had 
he  acted  since  on  very  diflSsrent  principles  ?    Hk .  would  ask 
him,  Sijustiike  causn  cur  mm  in  cmnes  ?  si  tnuericordim  cut 
b^kanc^  When  he  saw  that  the  paper  so  tenderly  dealt  with^ 
was  precisely  theone  which  was  in  political  connection  with 
Ministers,  in  his  mind  there  vras  strong  ^^und  of  suspicion 
Ibat  this  power  of  filing  ex^offido  informations  in  the  breast 
of  an  individual  was  liable  ia  abuse.      He  wished  now  to 
say  a  few  words  on  the  hardship  of  the  proceedings  fre* 
qnently  adopted  on  these  informations.     Were  their  "Lord- 
snips  awiiie  that  in  the  case  of  Crown  prosecutions,  wbt^ 
(be  defendagts  were  acquitted,  the  King  never  pays  costs? 
Were  they  aware  of  the  extent  of  the  expenccs  to  which  in- 
dividuak  were  often  put,  though  dechifffia  to  be  innocent,  br 
even  when  the  prosecutions  were  dropped  ?    In  many  in* 
stances^  individuals  in  a  class  of  life  unable  to  bear  beavj^ 
law  charges  were  put  to  an  expence  of  from  60  to  100/. 
even    though   their   trial  was  never  brought  on  at  all 
The  eummary  proceeding,  by  way  of  Informations,  might 
he   neocBsary  to  *  meet  pressing  exigencies,  but   still  thfd 
very   circnmsta^jce   of  the  great  expence  to  individuals 
aras  a  ground",  if  not  for  distrust,  at  least  for  watch^ 
ing  with   extraordinary  vigilance  a   power  that  placed 
the  means  of  oppression  in  the  handt  or  any  one  man.    It 
was  well  known  that  the  Attorney-General  often  preferred 
prosecuting  the  publisher  rather  than  the  author ;  that  he 
spmethnes  kept  the  trial  hanging  over  the  head  of  the  person 
accused  fora  considerable  time,  and,  after  conviction,  did  not ' 
for  months  together  move  for  the  judgment  of  the  Court 
against  him :  these  was  every  appearance  of  his  being  kind 
only  to  those  who  were  poitticaliy  interested  in  support  of 
the  measures  of  Government ;  and  under  all  these  circum- 
stances, that  man's  mind  must  be  strangely  formed,  indeed^ 
who  did  lot  entertain  some  suspicion  of  a  power  that  was  so 
exercised.    Sorry  he  was  to  say  aiso»  that  he  saw  a  tendency 
and  disposition  in  those  to  whom  the  administiution  of 
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jwctes  wte  eooM^ ,  te  mca^Mfi^  ihtmt  lam  vriA  ftgud  to 
eihoffich  ini(irmationt»  '  Fedii^  as  lie  did  the  biCMrt  ve» 
apect  for  #he  nobk  Lord  who  prasidod  iii  the  Coart  of 
AHigV  Beficb,  it  ivas  paiofiil  ibr  hin  toaa^,  that  the  ponen 
kd^  in  those  to  whom  the  administnilioii  of  juiitioe  wm 
cdofidcd,  appealed  to  him  to  have  been  in  some  inafanom 
OODverted  to  an  nnneoessary  aggravation  of  the  punishment^ 
lie  thought  that  the  Judges  l^ally  possessed  the  power  of 
tending  persons  convicted  of  liMs  to  any  of  his  MajestyVi 
prisons;  that  power  might  be  cxercisra  .for  the  grss^ 
aecurify  of  theofeader*s  persony  or  even  for  his  personal  ao« 
^ommodation  I  bnt  then  it  onght  not  to  be  oonverted  into  an 
aggmvatiop  of  hb  punishment.  That»  however,  mwt 
9cccjwiriiy  be  the^  ease  when  a  printer  and  poUidier 
wreie  confined  in  sepamte  prisons,  end  at  a  great  distnnpe 
from  the  mapa|raient  of  their  conoeras,  which  might 
prove  actual  ruin  to  them,  and  eonset|oaitly  one  of  the 
severest  punishmentB  timt  oonld  be  inflicted.  He  wished 
now  to  addiem  a  few  words  to  their  Loidships  on  the 
fubject  of  Special  Juries.  So  many  reports  h«id  gone  abroad 
on  the  abiMs,  or  supposed  abnsm,  to  which  they  were 
UaMe,  that  some  investigation  should  be  made  how  for 
auch  reports  were  at  all  founded.  He  would  say  with 
Chief  Justice  Hak,  that  in  crimmal  casm  ^ial  Jnrica 
Wiere  less  fovouraUe  for  the  oriminal  than  common  Juries^ 
und  that  for  masons  puftciently  obvious.  Aoooidii^y. 
the  law  of  Eacland  provkled,  that  Special  Jnrim  ehonld 
not  be  lesorted  to  in*  capital  cases,  or  cases  aiiecting  Itfo 
pr  limb*  In  thi^  did  ^  the  law  mean  that  them  waan 
dtneer  of  their  being  less  fovouraUe  tothesubjeotthan  they 
ought  to  be  ?  But  whatever  might  be  in  that^  he  did  my, 
that  if  reports  had  vfi^  generally  gone  abroad  of  a  natuii 
nnfovooraUe  to  %iecial  Juries,  it  was  high  time  that  spasn 
inqoiry  should  be  made  into  the  foundation  of  such  reports, 
to  show  either  that  the  public  idea  was  erroneous,  nnd  tfau» 
to  wtisfy  the  public  mind,  or  to  remove  thorn  abuses  irhidi 
were  the  causes  of  dissBtisfoction.  He  trusted,  thrir  L|Md» 
ihips  wojDild  believe  that  he  was  utterly^  incapable  of  thiow« 
ing  any  iropuiation  on  the  administration  of  the  justice  of 
^e  country ;  it  was  proper,  however,  that  it  should  not  only 
liepur^  but  absolutely  without  suspicion;  and  theiefom 
was  he. anxious  that  them  impressions  which  had  gone 
ibroad,  narticnhiTly  on  Ithe  si|bje<$  of  Sj^ial  Juries,  sbnU 
lie  oompmdy  done  awayi  l(y  cdm  csaounationi  nnd  the  apft 
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ekation  of  jMO|»r  nmadiei  if  there  was  fiiimdtobe  ocoaiioa 
r  them.  Their  Lordthipt  would  ftllow  him  wBxi  to  saj  m 
lew  wonk  on  the  policy  of  theae^ttmeroos  proiec^tioiis  fiur 
libel.  The  oiitf  lalioiiu  object  of  raniahment  wm  the  pi»- 
^ention  of  crime  by  the  example  wnich  was  held  oat  to  the 
dktenriog  of  othen.  Bttt  the  conaeqiiciioei  of  a  libel  were 
often  aggraTated  and  increased  to  %  tenfold  dcuj^ree  by  the 
Tery  praaecatipn  which  it  called  forth.  If  sufibred  to  pa»o 
unnoticed  in  the  periodical  pnUioations  when  they  ap* 
pearad,  many  of  these  libds  would  soon  pass  into  oblivion^ 
and  be  fen^crtten  in  a  day  or  two;  but  by  the  very  mode  of 
]»rasQcathMiy  they  obtained  a  cheaper  and  more  rapid  diffii* 
aion ;  and  if  on|(inalIy  mischievottSf  their  pernicious  ten* 
dmcy  wasthen  likelT  tobe  increased  inadegree  beyond  all 
calculation^  He  did  not  mean  to  argue  agaimt  prosecntiona 
at  all;  but  rather  to  lecommeod  the  exercise  of  a  proper  dis* 
l^retion.  The  riicumstahces  which  he  had  stated,  were  in 
liis  min4  auflkisnt  to  justify  some  in?estigation|  and  to  be  ^ 

nnd  for  the  motion  with  which  be  should  conclude.  But 
rouU  then  state  what  ulterior  proceedings  in  his  opinion 
afiould  be  adopted,  were  his  motion  agrwd  to.  In  that 
case^  he  should  wish  to  propose  certain  resolutions  to  the 
eansideratiofi  of  the  House;  one  of  which  would  be,  to  cook 
Ifaiethe  filiii|;  of  fx-o^cio  informations  within  the  lapse  of 
a  certain  period  after  publication  of  the  paragraph  or  paper 
chaitted  with  being  libellous.  By  a  second  resolutiooy  he 
should  propose  that  it  be  compulsory  on  the  Attomqr  Ge- 
neral to  bring  the  matter  to  trial  within  a  certain  time,  or  to 
^te  to  the  Court  tlie  reasons  why  he  does  not;  and  that 
alter  a  rerdict  had  aiptnst  the  defendant,  judgment  should 
be  prayed  against  him  within  a.  certain  limited  period..  In 
addition  to  tnese  resolutions,  he  should  be  dispoiBd  to  mOTe 
for  tlic  repeal  of  the  bte  Act  of  Pkuliament  on  the  subject  of 
txroffieio  informations,  which  enabled  the  Attomey-Gciieral 
to  hold  to  bail  any  one  against  whom  he  chose  io  nle  an  in« 
formation.  We  understood  bis  Liprdsliip  also  to  state,  that 
he  felt  inclined  to  move  a  censure  on  the  present  Attomcy^^ 
Ceneral;  but  from  the  estimable  qualities  which  he  under* 
stood  him  to  possess  in  other  respects^  and  lest  such  a  motion 
might  produce  in  many  of  their  i<(mlships  an  inclination  to 
oppose  any  of  the  alterations  he  had  now  stated^  he  should 
decline  sobmitting  any  such  motion.  He  muse  also  say, 
that  there  were  strong  principles  in  sabstsntial  justice  wiiich 
required  that  die  dclendant^  when  acquitted,  should  be 
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paid  his  costs;  but  knowing  that  it  wns  an  essential  prin^ 
dple  running  through  tlie  law  of  England,  th#t  the  i^ine 

faid  po  eosts»  he  should  not  move  any  thing  on  that  befiad* 
te  was  aware  of  the  plea  -by  which  his  arguments  were 
likely  t  ii  be  met,  founded  on  the  licentiousness  of  the  press 
at  the  preaent  period;  but  it  was  his  opinion*  that  the  pres$ 
was  notmur  liahle-to  this  charge  than  Lt  had  been  at  for« 
mer  periods.  Look  back  at  the  history  of  all  free  countries^  - 
and  it  will  be  found  that  the  men  in  power  were  constantly  ^ 
complaining  of  the  licentiouMiess  of  public  writers.  If 
their  Lordfiuipa  looked  back  to  the  classical  writers  of  our. 
own  country » they  would  find  them  indulging  in  language 
that  would  not  be  allowed  at  present*  .  Mr.  Fope,  for  iii-i 
•lance,  had  thc$  following  line'  eveq  on  one  of  tli^ 
Judge8s~ 

*'  Hard  words  and  hugtng»  if  you're  jadg*d  by  Page." 

Ej^mine  also  the  writings  of  Swift,  and  they  would  be 
fdund  to  contain  much  bolder  language  than  what  would 
be  tolerated  in  modern  times.     The  press  ought  not  to  be 
))ome  down  by  numerous  prosecutions ;  otherwise  it  must 
fall  into  the  hands  of  the  venal^  who  would  poison  the 
minds  of.  the  people ;  or  into  those  of  desperate  men^  who 
sought  only  to  live  by  calumniating   tne  characters  of 
others.     But  some  might  say,  that  whatever  freedoms  the 
press  mit^ht  take  in  former  times,  in  this  country,  all  that 
was  altered  by  the  French  Revolution.   This  sort  of  feeling 
was  held  during  the  pi;ogres$  of  that  revolution/and  then 
there  mi^ht  be  some  reason  for  it,  for  the  doctrine  that  then 
prevailed  at  Paris  wos^  that  there  should  be  no  prosieciitioQ    - 
for  the  press.    But  it  was  very  hard,  that  the  effects  of  that 
revolution  should  rebound  upon  the  English  nation,  after 
the  lapse  of  so  considerable  a  period.    It  wiis.  also  some- 
times insinuated^  that  by  this  licentiousness  of  the  press, 
you  added  to.  the  power  of  the  enemy.     But  this  was  sup* 
posing  that  the  writers  who  indulged  in  these  freedoms  were 
attached  to  Bubnaparte;  a  siipposiition  rather  of  an  extraor-* 
dinary  nature,  when  the  unreleutiog  despotism  wlii<;h  that 
man  exercised .  over  the  piess  of  France  was  considered. 
Among  all  the  abominable  (md  atrocious  acts  of  Buona*  - 
part6,  nonQ,}ie  believed  could  ultimately  prove  more  fatal 
^  to  the  power  of  France,  (aiid  he  said  it  with  exultation,) 
than  his  complete  suppression  of  every  thing  that  bore  the 
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semUmnce  of  freedom  of  speech  or  fiteedoin  of  wriciog.    It 
WIS  certainlj  poisil^Ie  that  a  licentioas  spirit  in  the  press,  it 
not  checked;  might  prodacedisturbftDce  and  bloodshed  in  * 
the  coontry;    Vnt  let   not  qaalities  and  attachments  be 
ascribed  to  it  which  it  did  not  and  could  not  possess.    Nei-» 
tfaer  a  democratic  spirit,  nor  the  licentiousness  of  the  press 
«  were  likely  to  make  friends  to  odr  inveterate  enemy.    The 
liberty  of  speech  at  Athens  or  at  Rome  did  not  in  those  Re-  ' 
piblics  diiriinisb  the  power  of  resisting  tbe  common  enemy. 
£ven  daring  the  French  revolotion,  the  licentiousness  of  • 
the  press,  thongh  it  produced  scenes  of  proscription,  bloods 
shed,  and  horror,  dio  not  weaken  the  energies  of  the  French  ' 
nation.    It  neither  enabled  the  noble  Lord  opposite  to 
march  to  Paris,  nor  the  Austrians  to  beat  their  enemies.  le 
could  not  be  denied,  that  though  it  marked  out  individuala 
to  proscription  and  the  scaffold,  yet  it  bad  the  effect  of  rous- 
ing the  French  nation  to  the  snccessfbi  resistance  of  foreign 
invasion.    That'  liberty  of  the  press  which  Buonaparte ' 
thought  it  necessary  for  his  security  to  pat  down,  would  tii 
this  country  be  found  a  powerful  auxiliary  to  every  gopcf ' 
government,  with  a  people  who  werestrongfy  attached  to' 
tneir  national  habits  their  glory^  and  their  laws;  and  there- 
fore he  fek  convinced  that  all   the  circumstances  of  thf; 
times  led  to  fi  conclusion  directly  contrary  to  that  which  he 
noir  combated.   When  the  necessities  of  the  country  called 
fjx  the  greatest  sacrifices  from  ev^ry  individual,  thl^n  was 
the  time  when  it  was  proper  to  overlook  e\f^n  intemperate' 
language,  and  when  grievances  of  ev^ry  kind  should  be* 
most  anxiously  redressed.     His  Lordship  concluded  ^ith . 
movine,  <^  That  there  be  laid  before  the  House  a  list  6f  all 
the  informations  fx  qj^t'to  filed  by  the  Aitorney-Geaeral^' 
from  the  31st  January,  iSOl,  to  tbe  3lst  January,  18 1 1, 
with  tbe  names  of  the  persons  against  whom  the  informa-' 
lions  were  filed.''  ' 

Lord  EUenborough  could  not  see  any  grounds  in  the 
afateroent  ma^eby  Die  noble  Lord  which  called  upon  their' 
Lordships  to  grant  the  prc^uction  of  the  docnments  moved 
for.     In  the  whole  of  tb£it  statement  there  wos  but  one  in-' 
stance  adduced  as  a  proof  of  the  abuses  alleged  to  have  pr6« 
vaQedj  and  even  that  instance  was  not  on  tbe  side  of  severity  ' 
— it  was  a  case' wherein  a  nolo  prosequi  was  entered  by  the 
Attj^mey-General  in  the  progress  ot  an  information  against 
tbe  '^  Moroing  Post:''  aiid  was  it  on  account  of  such  an 
eivGicisc  of  iliscn^on,  oo  the  side  of  lenity  too^  that  their; 


Loidships  utra  called  upon  to  naute  thmiM^h  racfc  a  nMscif 
papers  ai  tbe  motion  domptehenikd  t    Tht  tine  indaded 
misffoni  1801  to  1810»    Hetras  awitre  that  that  was  a 
period  which  took  in  Hie  time  id  which  so  kamUe  an  indi4 
iridual  as  himself  had  the  honour  of  filliitg  the  sUoatioa  of 
Attomey^GenemK    Whether  the  noble  hotd  meant  to  leftr  • 
t6  his  condnct*  he  knew  not;  bat  as  the  noble  Lord  was 
silent  with  respect  to  it,  and  made  no  allusion  to  it^  he 
did  not  think  it  neceisary  Co  defend  what  had  not  beea 
attacked;  at  the  same  tinde  he  must  say,  in  lefeieace  to  those 
learned  gentlemea  who  have  sneoeeded  him  in  that  offiee^ 
that  he  did  feel  that  their  discharge  g(  theit  tniblic  dntrf 
tad  their  disdvtioh  in  the  discharge  of  it,  Mgnt  not  to  be 
pot  to  the  quesCiott  upon  grounds  li|^htly  or  ca^kmsljr  taken 
tip.    He  dul  not  see^  why  persons  m  such  stations  ought  to 
be  made  the  objects  of  invidious  investigation  upon  groujnds 
ofhaaaidottscpnjecftare.    (Hear  I  heihri)    As  tor  the  Inror* 
matioD  sought  for^  what  oouU  the  noble  hotd  leam^ftom 
those  doGumenta  which  he  did  not  know  already  I    If  thefO 
trereany  matter  of  special  interest  to  which  be  was  anxious 
to  refer,  evety  fiicilily  in  his  (Lord  Elienboiough's)  power 
should  not  be  wanting  to  the  noble  Lord,  to  enable  hira  to 
cpme  at  the  renliired  fact  t  but  he  was  afraid  that  this  was 
lK>t  the  sort  of  mcility  that  was  either  ivished  for  or  expected* 
He  had  reason  to  kftow  that  (he  facility  with  which  inquiry 
in  certain  casecr  had  been  made,  was  painful  to  the  pirties 
makiuff  it.    1  bey  might  have  their  own  reasons  for  wishing 
obstacfcs  in  the  way  of  the  information  sought  fori  but  witE 
naspectto  one  information  required  by  the  noble  Lord,  if  ho 
bad  as  yet  met  tiny  obstacle,  that  obstacle  he  <Lord  Ellen;*. 
boronp[li)  should  chrerfuliy  assist  to  remove ;  but  it  was'nc^ 
lb  be  mforiticd  that  the  noble  Lord  had  brought  his  present 
motion*    The  noble  liiird  had  talked  iii  a  high  tone  of  an 
obiter  dictum  of  Lord  HaleV.    If  Lord  Hale  had  ever  said 
so»ilhich  he  (Lord  E.)  believed  he  never  had,  his  judgrraent 
must  have  been  as  dormant  as  in  such  case  he  roust  have 
wished  thelaw.  itself  ti)  have  been ;  but  he  never  said  so;  it 
was  not  to  be  cretlited  that  a  man  so  perfect  in  bLs  know- 
ledge of  the  laws  and  tbe  Constitution  as  Lonl  Hale  was, 
could  possibly  have  said  so.    The  law  of  informations,  nc^ 
tbe  hiw  of  the  land !     What  was  law,  if  this  was  not?  for  it 
Iiad  been  made  law  by  tbe  mm?  authority  that  had  made  all 
the  laws  that  held  the  Government  together.    It  was  as 
much  kiw  OS  that  wlucb  gave  tho  iu>btc  Lord  tbe  right  of 
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fgpttikineA  thai  Hduse— it  was  as  mucfailait  as  the  law  whick 
yW  the  Crc^wn  of  this  realm  on  the  brow  of  the  Sovereign, 
jBut  be  wotdd  lecommend  the  noble  Lord  to  trace  bdck  the 
law  of  informations.  He  couki  rocommend  him  a  book  upoii 
Ibat  subject,  and  wonkl  lefer  him  to.  the  case  to  be  founa  in 
page  1 19  of  ^^  Shower's  History  of  the  Law  of  fnforma- 
tfio^.'^  He  Wbnid  there  find  the  laW  of  informations  to  be  as 
old  as  ibe  common  law.  If  the  noble  Lord  questions  theexpe- 
dtocy  of  the  law,  why  not  propose  that  it  be  repealed  ?  but 
ilirhile  it  isr  hw,  law  undoubted  and  acknowledged,  let  him 
not  question  its  I^alitv— (Here  Lord  Holland  intimated  that 
ftip  nevei  had  disputed  its  legality)— The  authority  of  Mu 
Donning,  unqnestioMldy  very  high  authority,  and  which 
Sad  been  so  often  cited  by  another  noble  Lord^  nad  been  here 
ft^lied  on  against  this'  law.r    He  was  certainly  good  autho- 
rity >  but  not,  perhaps*  on  the  side  at  whicn  he  had  beea 
quoted,  as  he  mul  himself  taken  an  active  part  in  libel  pro*. 
Mentions,  and  often  pocketed  the  fees  under  this  very  law. 
jf^  hn^h.) — But  it  seemed  that  it  had  been  made  morp 
grievous  by  recent  enactments.   He  had  expected  sbmethiug 
from  the  noble  Lord  that  night  against  the  Indictment  BilK 
When  the  ndble  Lord  formerly  opposed  that  Bill,  he  did 
not  expect  that  his  opposition  would  then  have  concluded 
'^'fionibiin  Jimlus  Oresiet*    The  Bill  heie  alluded  to  was  an 
Act  made  within  the  last  four  years,  giving  the  Attorney 
General  power  to  hold  persons  to  baU^  against  whom  inform 
matbns  ex  offiao  had  been  filed.    On  receiving  notice  of  the 
noble,  Lorfs  present  motion,  he  was  curioui-  to  know  how 
pften  this  BiU  had  been  acted  on.    He  inspected  the  neces^ 
sary  documents  accordinglv*    And  now  he  would  ask  their 
Lordships'  how  often  did  they  think  this  Bill  bad  been  acted 
npon  since  \\&  enactment  \  hui  once  {Hear  \  hear  I)  in  the 
wbole^fimr  vears ;  there  was  but  one  solitary  instance  of  its 
"bein?  acted  upon — and  be  would  tell  their  Lordships  in 
what  case  that  was — the  case  of  a  man,  one  Gorman,  who^ 
after  having  been  prosecuted  for  a  libel,  and  after  an  infor« 
mation  baa  been  filed  agabst  him,,  bad  tlie  hardihood  to 
publish*  it  again.    (^Heatrl  hearl)    And  yet  this  was  the 
mighty  abuse  of  that  Act — ^this,  forsooth,  was  one  of  the  ruin«, 
ous  stretches  of  power  whidh  threatened  the  Government 
with  subversion,  and  put  the  subjects  of  George  the  Third 
on  a  par  with  those  of  Buonaparte !    He  knew  nothing 
iitoie  to  be  deprecated  in  that  House  than  violent  and  vague 
Vol.  IL— 1811.  «E 
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deptamations,  resting  Qpop  no  groaiid^.  (Hear  I  kearl  item 
Lord  Holland).  He  was  aware  to  wbat  he  subjected  hinf 
self  by  what  bad  fallen  from  him*  The  noUe  Lord  mkrht 
call  all  that  he  had  said  a  mere  tirade;  but  in  all  that'fae  £id 
said,  did  he  not  bottom  him^lf  on  facts?  (Heart  hear  I 
from  Lord  Holland).  The  cries  of  the  noble  Lord  could  not 
convince  him  that  he  had  not.  He  was  used  to  turaulta  and 
alarms — ^they  never  yet  could  put  him  down*  Were  be  to 
die  the  next  moment,  he  never  would  yield  for  one  moment 
to  tumult.  The  noble  Lord,  if  not  towaids  him  (Lord  £.)p 
might,  at  least  in  courtesy  towards  the  House,  adopt  a  dif- 
ferent (one  of  ei^clamation.  He  repeated  that  he  knew  no* 
thing  more  muichievous  in  ita  tendency  than  inoculating  the 
public  mind  with  groundless  apprehensions  of  imaginary 
evils.  Where  there  has  appeared  to  hrin  any  instance  of 
going  beyond  the  limits  of  a  wise  discretion^  it  had  never 
I)assed  unbranded  by  him.  His  abhorrence  of  the  licen* 
tiousness  of  the  press  was  founded  upon  his  love  of  liberty, 
which  burned  as  strong  in  his  breast  as  in  that  of  the  noblo 
Lord.  If  there  was  one  mode  more  eflicacious  thaa  another 
to  ruin  the  liberty  of  the  country;  it  was  bfjgaietAtxng.  that 
grpundless  distrust  in  the  great  officers  ofjustioe,  which 
such  needless  and  vexatious  jealousy  was  calculated,  to 
insDire. 

tjord  Holland  threw  himself  on  the  indulcenoe  of  the 
Honse.  (Hear!  hear!)  The  Iciiarned and  notue  Lord  had 
accused  him  of  not  founding  his  assertions  on  facts :  the 
noble  and  learned  Lord  had'himself  directly  departed  from 
those  facts.  •  The  noble  and  learned  Lord  talked  of  th^ 
courtesy  of  the  Honse ;  he  Would  appeal  to  their  Lordships^ 
recollection  whether  that  noble,  and  learned  Lord  bad  not 
himself  violated  that  courtesy  by  frequent  and  uncaUed  folr 
interruptions  during  his  speech.  The  learned  Lord  lipid 
stated  that  he  (Lord  H.)  questioned  the  legality  of  infiir- 
nations  ex  officio.  He  had  done  no  such  thing.  He  was 
accustomed,  however,  to  interruptions  from*  that  quarter; 
and  when  the  learned  Lord  allaaed  so  much  to  the  hiws  of 
courtesy  by  which  that  Flouse  was  bound,  he  should  have 
recollected  tl^at  there  was  one  most  essential,  and  that  was^ 
not  to  interrupt  a  person  speaking  in  explanation.  As  to  the 
legality  or  illegality  of  the  informations  ex  ofidoy  it  so  hap* 
pcned  that  he  quoted  from  the  very  same  report  U>  which' 
Ike  learned  Lord  had  alluded^  and  that  he  said  at  the  tioha 


be  was  qnoting  it,  that  if  was  an  obiter  dictum  of  Lord 
Hale,  and  ougnt  not  to  be  attended  to  if  it  went  against  the 
constant  stream  of  law.  There  was  not  one  argument  which 
the  learned  Lord  nsed,  which  was  not  unfounded,  nor  one 
allKation  which  had  not  its  origin  in  misapprehension. 

Lord  EUerAorongh  said,  that  what  he  had  charged  the 
noble  Lord  with  was,  his  profisssin^  not  to  question  the 
legality  of  informations  when  he  did  ro  fact  do  so ;  and  he 
must  sayj  that  the  noble  Lon)  bad  confirmed,  the  charge 
by  his  explanation. 

L/ifd  Stanhopey  in  justice  to  his  noble  friend,  could  not 
belp  stating,  that  in  point  of  fact  he  certainly  did  not 

3aestion  the  legality  or  informations  ex  officio.  What  he 
id  questiouj  be  did  not  believe  even  the  Chief  Justice 
bimself  could  contradict  him  in,  and  that  was,  that  the 
mode  of  exerciting  the  power  of  filing  informations  ex 
cffido  might  be  such  as  to  become  illegal.  What !  when 
those  informations,  invented  for  the  purposes  of  expedition, 
were  snfiered  to  hang  protracted  over  the  head  of  an  indivi- 
«dual,  would  any  man  say,  that  such  an  exercise  of  them 
did  not  become  illegal?  No  man  could  say  otherwise. 
Yet,  this  was  all  his  noble  friend  asserted  ;  and  the  misre* 

Eresentation  to  which  he  had  been  subjected  must  of  course 
ave  arisen  from  his  being  misunderstood.  He  had  asserted, 
also,  that  the  hanging  those  informations,  suspended  in 
terorem  over.the  heads  of  individuals,  an  act  so  different 
from  their  original  intention,  could  be  done  for  no  other 
earthly  purpose  than  that  of  opholding  infloence.  To  this 
no  answer  whatever  was  given  ;  and  yet  his  noble  friend 
was  accused  of  uttering  it  ^'  lightly  and  factiousl^y** 
\^^  captiouslyy^^  across  the  table) — well,  they  were  both  the 
same.  (A  laugh).  If  he,  Tor  instance,  made  any  attack  on 
the  Chief  Justice,  or  attempted  to  give  the  noble  and  learned 
Lord  on  the  Woolsack  a  trimming,  no  doubt  in  tbe  estima- 
tion «f  them  both  tliere  would  not  be  a  more  "  factious^* 
man  in  the  kingdom  than  their  humble  servant.  fA  laugh) » 
This  was  a  very  serious  subject,'  and  his  noble  friend  had 
treated  it  as  such  i  he  had  quoted- the  opinion  of  l\(Ir.  Dun- 
ning, the  ablest  lawyer  that  ever  graced  the  English  bar, 
that  eX'officio  informations,  though  coming  within  the 
letter,  did  not  come  within  the  spirit  of  the  law,  and  ought 
to  be  done  away,  as  they  might  in  some  instances  become 
tyrannous.  It  was  agreed  on  all  hands  that  abuses  might 
Y^ieep  into  the  system,  and  those  abuses  could  only  be  stop- 
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pcd  by  parliansentarjr  vigilance*  One  abuse,  fof  io^anc^, 
"vras  toe  delay  ^bicli  had  been  already  i^lluUed  to.  This 
could  only  be  encofiraged  for  ihc  purpose  of  undue  ii^ 
fluencc.  Trheir  Lordships  ought  to  cardMll^  disliiigui$ji 
beturcen  t^o  species  ojf  libek.  tht  onp  species  ^as  libe^ 
against  mdmciuak,  and  these  it  i%as  liicir  fluty,  as  ihey 
jregarded  the  pros|)erily,  and  honour,  find  character  of  th^ 
country,  to  discourager  If  si|cb  Ubel^  ivere  ^ufli^red,  society 
could  not  esist.  ^ruih  wa^  qo  justification.  He  \¥0|ila 
put  a  case :— Suppose  a  man  mas  in  the  habit  of  getting  coor 
tinually  drunk  (a  i^mg^  hf  the  by»  which  he  never  did 
himselt,)  and  that  a  fellow  ip  t|ie  street  thought  proper  t# 
follow  hitn  along  the  flaga  wherever  be  went,  shputing  k 
out  all  the  road  behind  him  :— rnow,  here  the  charge  might 
be  very  true ;  but  still  no  on^  coiikl  say  that  the  liMler  wap 
justifiable.  The  publication  l^  a  diiept  tendenirj  to  a 
jbreiich  of  the  peace ;  for  every  i^ap  could  not  be  soppoiied 
^to  possess  the  politeness ,  of  Lori)  Chesterfield,  copcemis^ 
whom,  as  connected  with  this  subject,  he  would  fdate  to 
them  aa  anecdote.  Ilia  Lordship  was  w^^k^ng  along  the 
dags,  and  an  imp^dc^t  fellow  pusihed  bipi  aw^y^  ikying 
^*  I.never  give  Uie  wall  to  a  sooim^rel/*  Lord  Ch/^rHiw 
inpiQ^ediateh^  took  off  bi^  }ia^  and  making  a  \om  bow> 
lepliedy  *^  Sir,  1  always  iku**  To  the  lipentiopsness  of  the 
press  no  man  could  be  a  greater  eoeqiy  than  hupselh  tp  ita 
ubcrty  no  man  coddbe  a  grater  friend.  All  public  ques? 
tions  ou|^ht  to  be  ojpeiH«^e  press.;  every  subiec(  oonDecttedi 
with  ndigipUy  phikisopby^  ^overnnNent,  or  the  admini^m* 


tion  of  justice.  Any  thing  which  opioid  bv  ]|)08fabiUty  bo 
eupposed  connected  with  ue  benefit  of  the  nation  o^ght  to 
be  duly  and  freely  d^scvssed.  This  was  his  idea ;  and  hf 
thbught,  also,  that  th^  lioen^ioiw^i^  of  the  pinss  was  tha 
^gadlicst  enemy  which  ita  liberty  had*  tie  Wianald  give 
them  an  anecdote  on  this  subiect^  and  perhaps,  tbe  best 
kistoQr  of  the  country ,  was  the  history  of  its  aneodot^a.  He 
had  an  old  friend,  an  amiable,  worthy,  able  man.  This  ' 
friend  and  be  were  always  differing,  but  still  he  djd/not 
like  bim  the  less,  because  be  knew  he  spok^  fi'om  conscience ;  i 

an4  ^faen  a  man  does  that,  he  is  entitled,  if  not  to  respect, 
at  least  to  tolerancp.  They  dififesedj  among  other  thiDgs^ 
^ut  the  presfrr-be  was  a  friend  to  its  libc^ — bis  friend 
argued  for  its  restraint.  He  (Lord  S.)  could  not  help«. 
bowever^  severely  condemning  some  scandalous  libete  which 
were  d^ily  pouring  fi^itb,  a|;^unst  Wd  Bute  and.  tbe  then 


Princen  of  Walas;  but  bis  friend  replied,  ^^  Oh  I  vetet 
mind  tfaeni,  only  let  them  cofne  to  a  proper  height>  and  iit 
time  the  evil  will  core  itaelf ;  menning  thereby,  that  its 
licentioumois  would  at  last  come  to  such  a  pitch  thai  its 
liberty  most  be  checked  in  older  to  restrain  it/' 

Xtord  Ersiittc  had  laboured  (or  maoy  years  in  the  pro* 
fessioa  with  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  opposite  ;  and  most 
l^ndoubtedly,  if  he  thought  that  the  present  motion  brought 
into  qoestioB  either  his  integrity  or  his  honour,  he  shpuld 
yote  against  it-  On  fonder  auestions,  when  he  had  pain* 
fttUy  difiered  from  many  of  liis  friends,  lie  had  done  so  on 
the  ground  of  the  law  and  tlie  Constitution*  He  was  con* 
rinced  that  bis  noble  friend  had  not  the  least  idea  of  dja- 
paraging  the  adoanistration  of  justice,  or  reflecting  in  any 
degree  upon  the  purity  either  of  the  law  or  its  officers*  All 
he  had  asked  for  was,  the  number  of  informations  filed 
within  a  certain  time,  la  this  be  did  not  call  into  question 
the  lega  iitv  of  informations  ex  officio.  By  no  means ;  tbey 
wem  |»  old  as  the  Constitution  of  the  countrjr,  and  had 
pome  down  to  us  with  the  ancient  statutes  and  iostiiutioaa 
of  the  leaim*  It  was  an  imlispnted  and  i^idisputable  riglil 
pfthe  Crown,  to  enter  a  suggestion  on  the  commissidii  of  a 
misdemeanour  by  an  individual  t  the  reason  of  this  was^ 
that  there  were  some  cases  so  peculiar  and  pressing  in  their 
nature,  as .  to  call  for  an  instantaneous  proecedin^*  His 
noble  friend's  motion  wei^t  to  suppose  nothing — ^he  only 
asked  for  the  numb^  of  informations,  and  this  did  ^noft 
fieoesnrily  ^ticipate  an^  abuse*  No,  even  though  on  the 
grant  of  the  motion,  that  number  should,  within  a  given; 
lime,  be  ten  times  as  ^reat  as  the  number  within  a  former 
given  time,  still  it  might  happen  tiiat  the  cause  of  these 
multiplied  iniormations  was  the  increase  of  publications; 
and  he  bdieved  it  was'a  jknown  fact,  that  Ux  one  newspaper 

{lublished  ten  years  ago,  there  wei«  ten  pnblisbed  at  present* 
n  private  cases,  of  felony,  the  crimifial  knew  nothing  till 
accused  in  coort-<*-he  never  saw  t.he  witnesses  till  he  heard 
the  tatid  sound  of  their  evidence  against  him — be  never 
knew  his  jury  till  they  weteacmyed  out  before  him.  firom 
the  extensive  pannei.  In  stating  tiib,.  he  did  not  mean  to 
f^rraig^  the  custom :  no,  unless  this  was  so,  the  crimhial 
WQuld  become  too  strong  for  the  law*  But  in  cases  where 
the  Crown  was  a,  party 9  that  same  law,  conteropkiting  the 
M^^  chfmpioii  wit^.  whom  the  accused  had  to  ccMubar, 
gen6rw»)y  encittled^.  him  with  aU  its  protection*    in  cases 
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of  treason,  for  instance,  a  man  must  be  indicted  within 
three  years  after  the  act  is  commiUed ;  be  must  have  a 
copy  of  his  indictment ;  must  have  the  names  of  his  jurore, 
with  a  capricious  rejection  of  thirty-five  of  them ;  he  must 
bave  the  names  and  abode  of  the  witnesses  against  him ; 
and  his  crime  must  be  substantiated  at  least  by  two.  As  to 
the  prosecutions  against  the  press,  perhaps  a  limitation  of 
lime  also,  as  in  treason,  might  here  be  beqeficiallj  pro- 
posed: but  then  to  be  sure  a  difficulty  must  arise  with 
respect  to  periodical  publications.  He  did  not  pledge  him- 
self as  to  liow  he  should  Vote  on'  the  subject  wnich  might 
arise  in  case  this  motion  was  granted  ;  but  the  question  now 
was,  would  thty  rej^t  that  which  went  merely  to  seek 
information  and  ascertain  truth?  With  respect  to  the 
question  of  special  juries,  the  right  of  rejection  was  here 
withheld,  ana  from  the  very  nature  of  the  case  some  pre* , 
jndice  must  naturally  exist.  He  did  not  mean  to  accuse 
the  Master  of  the  Crown  office;  no  doubt  he  was  a  very 
bonest  man  ;  but  stiU  he  must  select  that  special  jury  from, 
those  who  may  be  supposed  to  be  in  some  degree  connected 
with  the  revenue.  He  did  net  wish  to  see  ex'ojficio  informa* 
tions  done  away ;  but  still  he  should  wish  to  see  the  admi* 
nistration  of  justice  popular ;  and  he  here  quoted  the  case 
of  Hatfiold,  which  he  said  impressed  his  mind  with  an 
exemplicationr  of  it  that  he  could  never  forget.  He  had 
early  strnggted  for  the  attainment  of  that  popufatr  iustice 
by  obtaining  the  trial  by  luiy ;  a  struggle  of  which  be  was 
at  that  moment  reaping  the  fruits,  ana  to  which  he  had  to 
attribute  the  favours  of  his  Sovereign. 

The  Lord  Chanceilar  said,  that  he  would  endeavour  to 
discuss  the  question  with  all  the  temperance  that  the  im- 
portant nature  of  it  required.  The  circumstances  under 
which  he  had  been  formerly  placed  obliged  him  to  take  a 
line  of  conduct  difierent  fn>m  that  adopted  by  the  learned 
Lord  ;  and  were  that  line  to  be  taken  again,  be  shouki  not« 
acting  upon  bis  judgment,  depart  in  any  material  degree 
from  it.  The'  proceeding  by  the  Attorney<»General  was  as 
old  as  any  other  part  of  the  law.  If  tiiat  pioceeding  was 
conceived  unfit  to  remain  a  practical  part  of  the  Gonstitu- 
tioiiy  why  did  not  the  noble  Baron,  or  those  who  were  of 
that  opinion,  submit  a  proposition  to  the  Hotise  'on  the 
subject  ?  Why  did  they  not  argue  the  question  upon  its 
general  orinciple,  and  not  resort  to  what  had  passed  in  the 
King's  Bench  during  the  last  ten  years  ?    liCt  the  whole  of 
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the  piBctioe  fairly  be  broaght  under  consideration ;  aiid 
when  tbej  had  examined,  it,  tbejr  wonld,  or  he  vnm  much 
mktaken  indeed,  be  as  loth  to  part^wtth  it  as  their  ancestors 
bad  been  at  the  time  ^  the  Revolution,  and  as  those  who 
succeeded  them  had  bm»  down  to  the  year.  1801.  There 
was  no  person  who- had  filled- the  office  of  Attorney-General 
that  instituted  more  prosecutions  for  libel  than  himself.  It 
was  a  disagreeable  duty  imposed  upon  him  by  the  extra* 
ordinary  circumstances  of  toe  times.  The  libeb  which  he 
bad  to  prosecute  .were  not  the  instruments  employed  by  a 
fiBw  factious  and  turbulmt  men,  but  a  most  formidable 
weapon,,  wielded  with  extraordinary  force  and  consummate 
skiu,  for  the  purpose  of  overiuming  the  GoTemment. 
These  prosecutions  produced  all  theefi^  he  expected  from 
them .;  and  it  was  a  consolation  io  him  that,  in  instituting 
them,  he  had  been,  in  some  d^ree,  accessary  to  the  preser- 
vation of  the  Constitution.  It  was  unnecessary  for  kim  to 
reply  to  the  observations  of  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  who 
spoke  lasf,  respecting  special  juries^  because  there  was  not 
one  syllable  m  the  motion  relating  to  it.  If  that,  was 
deemed  a  subject  worthy  of  their  Lordships*  consi<lera(ion, 
let  a.mptiOn  be  made,  and  the  whole  argued  from  fact^  a;id 
princifdes.  He  did  not  mean  to  deny  that  general  subjects 
might  properly  become  the  subject  of  parliamentary  di^'us- 
fion,  tnough  it  might  be  very  unfair  to  argue  them  on  the 
practice  ofthe  last  ten  years.  ""He  could  not  a^rroe  with  the 
noble  Lord  i^pectingthe  impropriety  of  authorising  the 
Attorney-General  io  hold  persons  liable  to  informations  to 
bail.  On  the  contrary,  he  conceived  it  to  be  a  power  indis- 
peosaUe  to  the  rigorous  discharge, of  his  duty.  As  io  the 
oflke  of  Attocney^GeneraU  it  was  one  which  trom  its  "very 
nature  must  subject  the  person  filling  it  to  much  unmerited 
odinm.  The  Attomey*General  was  always  the  most  abused 
pioseeutor  in  the  country,  and  he  hoped  he  would  always 
continue  to  be  so :  he  liked  to  see  the  people  exercis^a  con- . 
fltitutional  jealousy  with  respect  to  that  office..  But  it  did 
npt  follow  that  the  prejudices  of  the  public  against  this 
oCBce  were  founded.  On  the  contrary ,  if  the  cases  demand- 
ing the  filing  of  tx-offido  informatious  for  the  last  twenty* 
nine  years  were  laid  before  the  House,  they  would  be 
astonished  at  the  forbearance  of  that  officer.  The  House 
would  see  that  the  Attorney-General  not  only  did  not,  but 
that  he  dares  not  use  that  species  of  oppression  imputed  ta 
him*    llie  practice  of  filing  these  informations  was  always 
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most  ufipdpular,  and  in  the  oonne  of  hm  profteional  pof^ 
Mtits*  he  knew  tnan^  jToongf  vbca  who  were  caHti  to  the 
bar,  mmt  eloquent  lo  Ifaeir  condemnstion  of.  it  Somehow 
or  otber^  however,  he  aHlervmids  founrl,  tint  when  those 
yerj  men  were  empVmd  bj  Government  and  taken  tnt6 
cansahntions^  that  all  the  odiousii^flB  of  <be  praettce  vanished 
ftom  before  their  eyes.  As  to  the  solitary  case  in  whidh 
the  Attorne^-General  betd  the  peiion  to  Mil^  it  appeared 
from  the  statement  of  the  nobk  and  learned  Lord  (EHenh 
boroaghX  that;  it  was  grmmky  exaggerated.  The  stfspensioh 
of  tlie  proceedings^  aj^insi  the  Sfaming  Pojf^*  arose  firom 
Ihe  circnmstanoe  of  theprfaiter  having  given  up  the  name  of 
the  author.  He  conki  not  say  that  he  approved  of  such 
practice.  In  thb  course  of  his  duty  as  Attorney-General, 
ne  (nade  it  a  point|  never  to  let  the  raper  escape  al  the  ex- 
igence of  the  author,  butto  pros&Bote  both  to^her^  and  by 
doing  so  he  soon  found  that  he  got  rid  of  all  the  authors. 
He  must  oppose  the  motiou,  because  the  very  adoption  of 
it  would  in  some  degree  sanction,  a  suspicion  that  there  was 
.  something  improper  in  the  administration  of  justice.  The 
suintantial  interests  of  the  pubKc  requited  that  they  should 
give  every  prtiita  fitcie  presumption  that  persons  who  iUed 
offices  of  trust,  particularly  tbose  relating'  to  the  admiaistrap 
lion  of  the  hiws,  diseharsed  them  ^th  fidelity  and  integritjr ; 
and  no  damours-  sbouM  be  excited  against  them,  except  iia 
cases  of  such  agrgmvated  misconduct  as  called  for  the  severest 
reprobation.  As  for  the  gcnemi  topie  of  the  liberty  of  the 
pressi  he  woukl  be  judg^  by  his  acts  what  his  sentiments 
were  on  that  subject. 

LonI  Grosvenor  observed,  that  after  the  able  speech  of 
the  noble  Baron  near  him,  it  was  unnecessary  for  htm  to 
obtrude  a  single  word  on  their  Lordships.  That  speeeli 
had  remained  unanswered  and  unauswemUe;  except  the 
misrepresentation  of  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  (ElkH^ 
iiorough}  coiid  be  considered  as  an  answer.  He  felt  tlie 
deepest  regret  at  hearing  the  sentiments  that  fell  from  that 
noble  person.  He  thought  that  his  noble  friend  had  laid 
before  the  House  good  and  substantial  gronnds  for  his 
molion,  and  he  would,  therefore,  support  it.  Enqagb  had 
been  stated  tojustify  an  investigation  intp  the  practice  of 
the  A  ttoniey-Glenerars  office.  ^ 

Lord  Redesdale  defended  the  conduct  of  the  AHoumf* 
General. 


V, 
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The  MarquU  of  Lamdowne  felt  it  his  doty  to  explain  his 
TeasoQS  for  the  vote  lie  should  give,  and  by  so  doinq;  to 
^aard  against  any  possible  misconstruction  of  them.  Yet, 
after  what  be  bad  heard  that  oight  from  a  noble  and  learned 
Lord  (EUenboroi^h),  he  was  fearful  the  English  language 
•^'as  not  sufficiently  explicit  to  furnish  him  with  words  whica 
might  not  be  perverted  from  the  meaning  he  intended  tlie^ 
'should  carry.  First,  with  respect  to  prosecutions  €X  officio 
by  the  Attprjiey  General,  he  would  admit  that  they  were 
^rmly  bottomed  in  the  English  Constitution.  This  was  a 
principle  which  no  man  acquainted  with  the  practice  of 
ihat  Constitution  coidd  deny ;  and  if  any  testimony  of  his 
-could  be  supposed  <o  weigh  in  favour  of  it,  be  would  de- 
clare* that  during  the  time  he  filled  an  important  office;, 
instances  daily  occ^irred  which  convinced  him  of  the  indis«> 
{^ensubie  necessity  of  s.uch  a  power  being  vested  in  the 
Crown.  But,  in  admitting  this,  could  it  be  said  that  be 
differed  from  his  noble  friend  ?  Quite  the  contrary.  His 
noble  friend  did  not  question  the  legality  uf  the  practice  of 
proceeding  by  information ;  but  it  was  the  applicatioD  of  it 
IQ  which  be  objected,  and  solicited  the  attention  xif  their 
Lordships.  If  Mr.  Justice  Blackstone  was  well  founded  in 
bis  observation,  that  informations  ex  ^cso  were  only  to  be 
employed  in  cases  of  enormona^raisdemeanoufs,  it  followed 
that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  House  to  inquire  whether  the 
bases  which  produced  such  an  increase  of  prosecutions 
witliin  the  last  three  years  were  of  this  aggravated  charac- 
ler.  His  noble  friend  had  stated,  that  only  sixteen  infor- 
mations ex  officio  had  been  filed  in  the  six  years  preceding 
1806^  and  .that  they  had  increased  to  4£  within  the  last 
*  ihree  jjars.  This  y^ry  increase  was  a  fit  subject  for  inves- 
tigation. So  far  from  tbe  motion  being  productive  of  any 
jpischievous  effects,  it  wouid  be  attended  with  this  most  be- 
;ne6cial  effect,  ^f  la3'tng  the  grounds  of  tbe  practice  before 
the  public,  axid  shewing  them  that  it  was  a  power  wbich 
was  not  capriciously  exercised.  It  was  incumbent  on  Par- 
liament to  inquire  into  the  causes  of  the  extraordioa/y  in- 
crease of  informiaions  fx^cto,  and  why  it  becao^e  neces- 
sary to  xesort  to  a  mode  of  proceeding  which  put  aside 
-that  great  bulwajk  of  personal  liberty^  the  application  to  n 
Orand  Jury* 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  conlended»  that  some  cases  of 
4ibuse  should  have  been  stated  tn  justify  tlie  motion,    Hp 

Tot.  li.~18Ii,  2 1  * 
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deprecated  10011009  calculated  to  tbrow  suspicioos  npoo  the 
admioistratioo  of  justice,  thao  which  be  could  cooceiTe 
oothio^  more  iojurious  io  their  effects.  The  iocrease  of  idt 
'^formatioos  was  00  proof  that  there  had  beeo  abosesio  the 
practice.  Such  incre^^ie  might  have  ariseo  from  too  ereat 
precediog  leoity,  aod  required  a  vigorous  excruon  or  the 
practice  to  keep  dowo  offeoces.  His  Lordship  coocloded 
with  some  very  stroog  compliments  to  the  Attprney  Gene- 
ral^ 00  the  ioiegrity,  zeal^  aod  evea  forbearaoce  with  which 
he  discharged  the  duties  of  bis  office. 

Lord  Holland  would  oot  have  agaio  oifefred  hiqaself  to 
their  Lordships,  were  it  not  that  he  felt  It  incumbent  upon 
him  to  reply,  to  some  imputations  whidb  had  been  thrown 
out  against  him  in  the  course  of  the  learrned  Lord's  (Ellen? 
)b9rough*s)  speech.  He  had  beeii  tbld,  that  his  proceed- 
ings were  neither  manly  nor  correct.  These  were  strong 
words ;  but  he  trusted,  before  he  sat  down,  that  be  should 
convince  their  Lordships,  that  tliev  were  w  holly  unmerited 
on  his  part.  I'he  noble  Lord  talsed  of  the  conten^pt  with 
which  be  treated  all  imputations  on  his  character.  He  could 
assure  th^  learned  Lord  that  this  feeling  was  not  peculiar  to 
him,  and  that  there  were  othernoble  Lords  in  trie  House^ 
liirascif  (Lord  Holland)  among  the  rest,  who  could  meet 
with  as  sovereign  contempt  all  imputations  upon  their  cha- 
racters or  motives,  let  them  come  from  whatever  quartef 
they  might.  He  was  asked,  why  he  did  not  bring  in  a  Bill 
on  the  subject  of  these  informations  ex  officio.  This  was 
his  answer ;  because  it  was  not  his  intention  to  alter  the  law 
in  that  respect,  hot  to  introduce  ^ome  rcffulatioos  into  it ; 
which  regulations  would  be  in  the  spirit  of  that  Act^which 
the  noble  and  learned  Lord  was  in  the  practice  of  ex'ecotin^ 
every  week  of  his  life.  The  noble  Earl  (Liverpool)  stated, 
that  po  case  was  made  out  to  justify  the  adoption  of  the 
inotion.  But  was  not  the  uiicontroverted  fact,  that  the 
number  of  informations  had  increased  in  atl  unprecedented 
degree,  rfsason  sufficient  to  induce  the  House  to  agree  to 
Ills  motion  ?  As  to  the  lenity  shewn  to  the  Mornins  Post^ 
he  did  not  make  it  a  subject  of  complaint.  It  might  have 
been  very  proper ;  but  he  recollected  cases  in  wnich  the 
printer  was  not  allowed  to  escape  bv  giving  up  the  author^ 
but  in  which  the  full  vengeance  of  the  law  fell  both  on 

Srinter,  publisher,  and  author.  He  contended,  that  there 
^  Us  a  prima  facie  case  to  support  his  motion.'  namely,  the 
Increase  in  the  number  of  prosecutions,    rlovr  could  h^ 
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select  ajDarticuIar  abuse^  unlets  he  had  all  the  cases  before 
|iim  f  Bat  althoiigh  he  was'  not  prepared  to  propose  any 
alteration  in  the  |>articular  law  of  libel,  it  did  not  follow 
that  Some  change  might  not  be  necessary.  He  was  of 
opinion  that  it  was;  and  many  great  men  wholiad  pre* 
ceded  him  fi^ere  of  this^same  opinion.  Upon  a  motion 
brought  forward  some  years  zgo  oy  the  brother  »f  the  no^ 
ble  Lord  now  at  the  head  of  the  Urd  nance,  for  abolishing 
entirely  the  practice  of  proceeding  by  official  informations, 
it  was  supported  by  such  men  as  Mr.  Burke,  Mr,  Dunning, 
Mr.  Wedderburne^  and  Sir  George  Savilie;  and  seyenty* 
eight  members  wef^  found  in  the  House  of  Commons  to 
vote  for  the  motion,  tie  must  again  declare,  that  his  ob- 
ject was  not  to  alter  the  law ;  nor  would  he  consider  those 
who  might  vote  for  bis  motion  as  pledged  for  his  opinions^ 
His  purpose  was  regulation,  and  not'chan^;  which  regu-> 
iation  should  apply  to-ihe  time  within  which  th^  ii^forma^ 
tion  should  be  filed^— the  period  between  that  and  the  pro- 
secuting it*— and  lastly,  the  time  between  the  verdict  and 
the  bringing  up  the  person  for  judgment.  Before  he  sat 
down,  he  trusted  he  should  be  allowed  to  say  a  few  words 
in  justification  of  the  motives  which  induced  him  to  call  the 
attention  of  their  Lordships  to  this  subject.  He  hopied  they 
would  give  him  credit  for  being  superior  to  any  party  im« 
pulse  upon  so  grave  and  important  a  question.  However 
essential  he  mi^ht  consider  parties  in  a  free  government^ 
this  was  one  of  the  few  occasions  in  which  the  exercise  of 
SQch  a  spirit  would  be  most  unbecoming ;  of  none  such  was 
he  conscious. 
The  House  {then  divided, 

0>ntento       «        12    Non-ConteHts        •      94 
Majority  against  the  motion        -  19 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS* 

MOMDAT,  MABCH  4« 

» 

IMBBIGA. 

Mr.  Whitbrtai  moved,  that  that  paragraph  in  tlie  Re« 
gent's  speech*  which  related  to  discussions  with  Americif, 
shouM  be  read^  in  order  to  intitle  him  to  ask  H  qilestioll  ^tk 
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tfcat  subject.    [Tne  paragraph  was  then  read  as  entered. J 

He  had  on  a  former  night  asked  the  right  honourable  geti^ 

tieinan  (Mr.  Perceval),  whether  the  discussions  mentioned 

in  the  Speech  were  not  then  broken  aff  ?  He  understood  the- 

right  honourable  gentleman  to  sny,  that  rtiey  were  not  v 

that  an  American  Charge  d*Affains  was  to  be  left  in  ihi* 

country  for  the  purpose  of  continuing  the  discussions';  and 

that  a  Minister  Heninotentiary  was  about  to  leave  thi»  coun* 

try  for  America.     lie  had  heard,  however,  in  a  circuitous 

way,  that  a  very  different  feeling  prevailed  on  this  subject  ;^ 

and  he  therefore  wished  to  kno^,  whether  he  had  under*- 

stood  the  right  honourable  gentleman  correctly  on  a  sub- 

jeci  of  so  much  importance  to  the  commercial  and  political 

world.    The  information  be  had  now  received  was,  that 

those  discussions  were  entirely  terminated^  although  they  , 

ini^ht  be  renewed  by  our  Minister  in  America.     He  would 

wish  to  know,  whether  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had 

any  objection  to  laying  before  the  House  the  Correspond* 

ence  between  Lord  Wellesley  and  Mr.  Plnckney  on  this^ 

subject.     It  appeared  to  him  that  no  danger  could  result 

Irotu  so  doing,  as  it  is  the  constant  practice  of  the  A  me* 

rican  Government  to  publish  all  such  correspondence  im« 

mediately  in  their  papers.     In  several  of  tne  public  pa« 

pers  of  this  country  there  had  be^n  statements  of  certain 

grounds  of  difference  in  the  disctissidn  between  Loid  Wei* 

lesley  and  Mr.  Pinckney.    If  these  statements  were  errone«> 

ous,  the  mischief  which  they  were  likely  to  produce  would 

be  done  away  by  laying  the  correspondence  itself  before 

the  House. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  not  misunderstood, 
in  the  main  part  of  his  statement,  although  he  bad.cer^ 
tainly  mffitaken  what  be  had  said  on  some  points.  He  was^ 
pretty  sure  that  when  he  mentioned  that  an  American 
Charge  (TJffaires  was  to  be  left  in  this  country,  he  stated 
that  ii  was  tor  carrying  on  the  accustomed  political  relations, 
between  the  two  countries ;  but  that  he  never  stated  or  im- 
plied thai  the  Chargt  d^Jfaire^  was  to  carry  on  these  par- 
ticular discussions.  That  was^  certainly  not  the  province 
of  a  Charge  d^ Affaires,  and  therefore  those  discussions  were 
terminated  in  this  country 'prevtons  to  Mr.  Pinckney  taking, 
hia  audience  of  leave.  There- was  a  great  deal  of  differ* 
ence;  however,  between  such  crtsation  of  the  discussion, 
and  between  the  discussion  being  broken  of{,  as  had  been 
•tated  by  the  honourable  geatleOlau.    His  Majesty's  Mini* 
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Stem  did  not  conceive  the  diacQisions  to  be  closed*  On  the 
contrary,  the  Minister  who  was  going  to  America  would 
take  over  propositions  on  the  part  okthisGoverninenty  which 
they  conceived  to  be  intitled  to  a  favourable  reception  in 
America.  The  hononrabte  gentleman  hud  asked  him^  whe^ 
riier  he  had  any  objection  to  lay  before  the  Hou«e  the  Cor« 
fespondencc  on  this  sobject  ?  He  must  answer,  that  he-saur 
very  considerable  objections  to  it.  Aithongh  in  Aroertca 
rhe  practice  might  prevail  of  publishing  such  correspond- 
ence before  the  discussion  was  termtnatedft  yet  it  appeared 
to  him  that  snch  a  practice  was  often  very  prejadicial  to  the 
sfQccessful  termination  of  the  discussion  itself.  For  exam- 
ple, if  there  shoutd  be  a  Parliamentary  discussion  on  points 
discussing  between  the  two  Governme ntt,  it  was  not  un<^ 
likely  that  arguments  and  topics  might  suggest  themselves 
lo  the  ingenuity  of  some  members  of  that  House,  which 
had  never  occurred  to  the  American  Government,  and 
which  being  so  suggested  and  published  in  our  papers, 
might  retard  the  desired  termination  of  the  discussions,  by 
encouraging  the  other  party  to  carrv  their  pretensions  far- 
ther than  they  would  otherwise  havethought  of.  He  thought 
it  an  inconvenient  and  bad  practice  t9  expose  the  confiden- 
tial communications  of  two  Govemaents,  before  the  discus- 
•ion  was  completely  terminated. 

Mr.  fVhitbread  saidj  that  it  appeared  that  in  the  great 
points  which  are  at  i^uc  between  the  Governments,  namely, 
the  affairs  of  the  Chesapeake,  the  blockades,  and  the  Gir- 
ders in  Council,  ihe  Charge  d^ Affaires  could  not  continue 
the  discussions.  It  was  extraordinary  that  the  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  of  America,  and  his  Majesty's  Government, 
should  differ  so  much  in  tlieir  views  upon  the  subject.  1'he 
former  conceived  that  the  discussions  were  terminated, 
Hhereas  to  his  Majesty's  Ministers  it  appeared  that  thev 
were  not  terminated.  By  the  time  the  right  hon.  gentleman's 
speech  was  read  In  America,  it  would  be  there  conceived 
tnat  the  discussions  were  terminated. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  doubted  the  accuracy  of 
the  it>formauon  wnich  the  hott.  member  had  received  upon 
that  point. 

Mr,  Tfliiilread  90dd,  that  his  information  came  circoif- 
ously  from  the  American  Minister.  He  concluded  by  giv- 
ing notice  that  lie  would,  on.  Friday,-  bring  forward  a  mo- 
tion for  these  papers* 
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Lord  Fdtkesione  put  off  hig  motion  oo  tx^officio  infonxia-^ 
tions,  from  Fiiclay  to  Wedoesday  se'anight. 

PRINTERS. 

Mr.  H.  Martin  presented  a  I^etition  from  a  number  of 
booksellers^  printers,  and  publishers,  ia  the  City  of  Lon- 
don, which  stated  the  great  dangers  to  which  they  were 
perpetually  exposed,  in  conseauence  of  the  Act  of  the  S9th 
of  the  King,  which  was  intended  merely  for  the  prevention 
of  treasonable  and  seditious  publicatious.  By  that  Act,  every 
printer  was  required  to  put  bis  name  and  address  to  every 
pubfieation  printed  by  him^  under  the  penalty  of  SO/,  for 
each  copy  printed  without  it.  By  the  accidental  omission 
of  the  wora*'  Loo^n/'  in  one  publication,  a  printer  n;)ighc 
be  exposed  to  penalties  amounting  to  100,000/.  On  the 
most  common  hand-bill,  this  name  aqd  address  was  also 
necessary,  and  the  most  opulent  printer  might  becompleteif 
ruined  in  the  course  of  a  few  hours  absence  from  his  busi« 
ness,  by  the  mistake  of  his  servants. 

The  Petition  having  been  read,  M n  Martin  gave  notice, 
that  on  Monday  next  he  would  move  for  leave  to  bring  in 
a  Bill  to  amend  and  explain  the  Act  of  the  S9th  of  hia. 
Majesty. 

EAST-INDIA   B1TI0E1VD8. 

Mr*  Cretcey  be^an  by  stating,  that  he  sbetrld  this  night 
content  himself  with  moving  for  a  paper  to  ascertain  the^ 
fact,  that  at  tiie  last  time  of  declaring  the  dividends  a  suml 
of  650,000/.  was  distributed  in  dividends.  Although  he 
should  only  now  move  for  that  single  paper,  yet  he  thought 
it  but^fair  to  state,  that  in  his  view  of  the  subject  this  wa» 
a  direct  violation  of  the  laws.  In  the  Act  of  William  III, 
by  which  this  Company  was  established,  as  also  by  the  Act 
of  Qneen  Anne,  in  which  they  were  allowea  to  add 
]>200»000/.  to  their  original  capital  of  two  millions,  it  was 
expressly  enacted  for  the  security  of  the  proprietors  and 
their  creditors,  that  there  should  be  no  dividends,  except 
upon  the  net  profits.  In  1765  &  g^^&t  alteration  took  place 
in  the  aflairs  of  the  Company.  Toe  grant  of  Bengal  from 
the  Great  Mogul  elevated  this  Company  of  Merchants  into 
territorial  sovereigns.  Although  the  original  contract  was 
changed  by  this  circumstance,  yet  the  rents  of  India,  as 
well  as  the  proceeds,  were  regulated  by  strict  appropriation. 
The  Company  were  to  be  allowed  to  divide  eignt  per  cent. 
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on  their  capital ;  and  of  the  excess  of  incotne,  after  this  di- 
vidend, three-fourths  were  to  go  to  the  public,  and  one- 
fourth  to  the  Company,     If  it  should  appear  that  there 
"were  no  net  proceeds,  they  were  not  intitled  by  la«7.     By 
a  subsequent  arrangement,  after  a  dividend  of  10  per  cent, 
they  were  required  to  set  apart  half  a  millioR  for  a  ginkini^ 
fund,  to  pay  thei%debts,  and  lo  give  another  half  million 
to  the  public.    The  dividends  were  to  be  ma'de  only  out  of 
the  proceeds;  and  according  to  the  account  of  many  of  the 
Directors,  there  had  been  no  proceeds  for  a  number  of 
years.    Nocfindiiu;  themselves  Bble  this  year  to  pay  the 
.dividends  by  the  old  devices,  they  borrowed  from  Govern- 
ment a  million  and  a  h^f,  under  pretence  of  carrying  on 
their  trade,  but  really,  as  be  believed,  to  pay  their  divi- 
dends.    He  believed,  that  if  their  affairs  were  truly  stated^ 
it  would  appear  tha^  the  Company  is  now  15  millions  w6rse 
than  nothing.    They  might,  to  be  «ure,  have  an  equitable 
claim  on  the  territory  of  India  for  that  sum,  on  the  asser- 
tion thatmany  of  their  expences  had  been  brought  on  them 
by  the  Government  at  home.    It  was  impossible  for  any 
company  to  have  managed  worse  than  they  have  done. 
They  are  now  within  three  years,  of  the  expiration  of  their* 
x^harter,  and  all  their  stock  was  spent*    If  the  charter  should 
fiot  be  renewed  to  them,  they  would  still  remain  a  great 
company,  having  power  to  trade  to  the  East  Indies,  but 
they  would  not  nsive  this  privilege  exclusively  as  they  have 
.at  presept*    lie  gave  notice,  that  he  would,  on  a  future  day, 
brmg  this  conduct  of  the  Directors  liefore  the  consideration 
-of  the  House;   but  at  present,  in  order  merely  to  ascertain 
the  fact,  he  moved  <^  for  the  statement  of  the  dividend  of  the 
years  1810 — 11,  and  of  the  rate  per  cent." 

Mr.  Astell  could  have  no  objection  to  give  the  papers 
which  were  applied  for.  The  honourable  member  would 
find  that  his  ideas  on  the  subject  were  perf(*ct1y  erroneous. 
His  statement. ^;ras  unfair  both  in  the  law  and  the  fact,  and 
there  could  be  qothing  more  prt^judiciul  than  to  send  forth 
to  the  public  and  the  proprietors  so  unfounded  a  representa- 
tion of  the  state  of  the  Coropanjr'a  funds.  He  (Mr.  Astell) 
did  not  understand  the  law  sufficiently  to  detail  it  or  argne 
upon  it  in  the  case  before  the  House  ;  but  he  understpod  from 
those  who  were  perfectly  versed  in  it,  that  the  law  and  the  fact 
bore  out  the  Directors  in  the  line  which  they  bad  pursued. 

Lord  Folkestone  observed,  that  the  statement  made  by  the 
liOBOurablc  moycr^  was  made  on  the  documents  furnished  by 
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tbe  Company  iffeelf.    From  those  it  appeared  that  tbere  was 
a  balance  of  fifteen  millions  again&t  the  Company. 

Mr.  Grant  thought  it  ^roulcl  be  improper  to  enter  on  any 
discussion  of  the  mutter  in  its  present  state.  He  vas  per£bctly 
iirarranted  in  saying,  that  both  tbe  law  and  tbe  ract  M'ere 
mistaken  on  tbe  occasion.  The  exposition,  or  exposS,  as  he 
believed  it  had  been  called,  now  before  the  Committee^ 
^-arranted  nono  of  the  assertions  which  had  been  made. 

Lord  A.  Hamilion  conceived  that  nothing  was  more  clear 
than  the  law,  which  ordered  a  dividend  to  be  made  ont^  on 
profits.  By  an  Act  of  Parliament,  tlie  public  weie  entitled 
to  receive  500,0001.  a  year  out  of  the  profits  of  the  Compan  v. 
That  money  was  claimed,  and  the  answer  was,  that  it  could 
not  be  paid,  as  there  were  no  profits.  (Hear  I)  The  Compaajr 
bad  no  profits  to  pay  the  public,  but  they  bad  profits  to  paj 
.themselves. 
^  Mr»  Adam  bad  no  wish  to  In-ing  on  an  extended  discua* 
•ion;  but  from  his  connection  with  the  Company,  he  thought 
it  proper  to  deliver  his  opinion*  After  the  most  minute 
consideration  of  tbe  107  th  and  II  Itli  Sections  of  the  Act  of 
179S,  he  must  say  that  the  conduct  of  the  Bast-India  Com- 
pany, and  of  the  Directors  in  particular,  was  perfectly  oor** 
jppct  in  point  of  law,  and  justified  in  all  its  parts  hy  the  cause. 
The  grand  fundamental  principle  which  was  to  be  con- 
sidered by  those  who  came  \o  treat  thex^uestioo,  was,  that 
the  India  system  was  the  government  ot  a  great  territory 
by  a  Commercial  Company,  and  it  was  the  right  and  duty 
of  that  Commercial  Company  to  have  paid  their  dividendis 
out  of  the  profits  of  their  commerce. 

Mr*  R.  Thomion  would  not  set  about  following  tbe  gen- 
tlemen who  bad  already  spoken  on  the  other  side  of  tbe 
House,  as  their  information  was  so  defixtive  and  their  sup* 
positions  so  extravagant.  Tbe  honoucable  mover  had  told 
the  Company  that  tuey  were  beggars  —all  beggars  —  fifieon 
inillions  worse  than  nothing.  How  extravagant !  That 
honourable  gentleman  would  ncrliaps  have  no  objection  to 
some  of  their  stock,  or  a  few  ot  their  India  bonds,  beggars  as 
they  were ;  or,  whatevar  his  contempt  for  them  nught  be, 
be  would  not  dislike  a  few  of  their  acres  of  territory* 

Sjr  H.  Monigomery  BSiid  shortly » that  the  distres^oi  of  tbe 
Company  atose  out  of  tlieir  extravagance,  in  speculations  of 
trade,  and  their  wasteful  mode  of  raiiiing  money.  He  iben 
proceeded  to  detail  some  of  tbe  nuxles  adopted  for  the  circu- 
liition  Uf  the  Company's  hills  in  india^  and  ended  by  sayii)^ 
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-  that  the  Difecton  i^ld  have  U>  pronde  for  twel?e  millionl 
t>f  bilk  in  the  ooufw  of  the  pmaii  year. 
•  Mr.  H.  SmUh  said^  the  territorial  expenoes  of  the  Com- 
fan  J  naturally  absorbed  a  portioo  4>f  their  oemmefcial  profits 
opt  under  all  the  diaad  vantages  of  late  yearly  the  Company 
-were  Id  pay  ihetf  dtvideod)  and  bene^t  the  public  jervioe 
at  the  same  time. 

Mr.  Creevey  hsd  heatd  no^iinsr  to  convince  him  of  his 
enor.  He  had  been  charsed  with  misconceivinfc  the  law 
and  the  fact.  •  Bat  for  the  net,  he  had  only  taken  the  doco* 
ments  that  were  on  thdr  taUe.  He  fdund  a  learned  member 
(Mr.  Adam)  agreeing  with  him  that  the  Company  were  en« 
titled  to  pay  a  dividend  only  out  of  their  profits;  so  that 
finally  he  had  for  his  fiu^  the  Secretary  of  the  Directors,  an« 
less  tney  chose  to  disown  thdr  Secretarpr's  act;  and  for  hia 
.  law,  he  had  the  authority  of  the  Council  to  the  Board.  By 
the  documents  signed  by  tho  Secretary,  the  Company  were 
certainly  fifteen  millions  worse  than  noithing.  But  it  would 
be  expedient  to  know  if  any  case  on  the  subject  had  b^ea 
submitted  to  that  learned  Counsel ;  and  if  it  were,  it  ought. 
to  be  laid  before  the  House,  as,  on  a  subject  of  such  high 
.importance,  they  could  not  have  too  mach  inforpiation. 

Sir  j.  Newport  wished  to  know,  before  the  motion  was 
pnt,  whether  the  Minister  did  not  intend  to  apprise  the 
House  of  the  expimtion  of  the  Company's  charter. 

3/r.  jRk  Dnndas  replied^  that  proper  notice  would  be 
given. 

The  motion  was  then  put  from  the  Chair,  and  carrisd 
I  without  a  dissentient  voice. 

CAPITAL  PUNISHMENTS. 

Sir  Samuel  Romllif  was  instructed  to  bring  forward  a 

I'etition  on  the  subject  of  abolishing  the  punishment  of  death 

in  a  particular  instance.     It  hud  been  observed  and  objected 

to  him  in  the  propositions  on  the  subject,  which  he  had 

from  time  to  time  submitted  to' the  House,  that  he  had  not^ 

.  proposed  the  extention  of  his  acts  to  Ireland.     His  princi  pal 

reason  for  not  doing  it  was,  that  he  was  not  sufficiently  versed 

in  the  laws  of  Ireland  to  undertake  any  reformation  of  their 

^  principle ;  and  he  had  waited,  in  the  hope  that  some  gentle* 

man  from  that  country  would  do  the  office.    A  Petition  had 

,  just  now  been  put  into  his  hands,  sisned  by  a  large  body  of 

the  most  wealthy,  t^he  most  respectable,  and  the  best  informed 

personsr  in  that  port  of  the  country  from  which  the  appUca* 
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tion  mift  madJb.  The  appHdation  was  to  aixfliah  the  patiisll- 
men!  of  death  in  a  |iarticylftr  ifisUinoe  as  ^nooafagiiic  depre- 
dation by  imptinity.  The sobstance im Umi  orlakift^ the 
benefit  of  clergy  frdm  feldos  in  Ueach'^gfooncfc.  The  VtA^ 
tion  having  hasn  reeul^ 

5ifr  Samtiel  RonfiifyXhm  mofed  for  Imtt  to  bfini;  in  a 
Bill  to  repeal  so  mucn  of  Act  the  Sd  of  his  present  Majesty 
as  tirent  to  taking  avray  the  benefit  of  clagf  from  peisons 
convicted  of  robbing  in  bleacfa-grottnds  ' 

Sir  Samuel  Ranmfy  next  moved  for  lesve  to  bring  in  a 
Bill  to  repeal  so  mach  of  the  I6th  of  the  King^  as  takes 
away  the  benefit  of  clergy  itom  felons  stealing  linen  cloth.-^ 
liieare  given.  , 

PENSIONS  TO  DIPLOMATIC   MINISTBnS. 

Mr.  Leac^j  pursuant  to  his  rtotice,  rote  to  hiove  fet  Uate 
to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  explain  and  amend  so  much  of  the  Act  of 
kst  session  as  related  to  the  granting  of  pensions  to  minlsteks 
^'ho  may  have  served  his  Majesty  at  foretgil  conrts.  The 
Grounds  upon  nrhiqh  he  brought  forward  his  motion  were 
few  and  simple..  Ijt  toast  be  obvious  thiil  diblomatic  ap* 
pointmenb,  though  the  sitnations  were  high  ana  honourable^, 
were  not  sought  after  by  persons  to  whom  the  revenue  of 
office  Was  indifferent,  lliere  might  have  bben  some  exccp- 
tions,  but  in  general  such  offices  Were  courted  as  likely  to 
afford  an  honourable  provision.  The  revenue  etijc^ed 
during  service  afibrded  no  fund  for  future  provision  $  and 
wheh  it  was  .considered  that  persons  holding  di|A6Aiatic  ap^ 
pointmenis  uniformly  detached  thcmsdves  from  their  con- 
nections, and  abandoned  all  views  from  the  prosecution  of 
professions,  it  itiust  be  obvious  that  they  were  entitled  to  some 
provision  after  the  cessation  of  their  services,  or  in  the  in* 
tA.'rval  of  non*employroent.  After  a  variety  ofobservatltiUSi  he 
moved  to  bring  in  a  fill!  ^*  to  explain  and  amend,"  &^. 

Sir  Arthur  Pigot  seconded  the  motion. 

On  the  question  being  put, 

3f r.  Abtrcromb]/  pifotestcd  against  (he  principle  upon- 

which  his  hbn.  and  learned  friend  had  founded 'his  asolion^ 

If  Ihat  principle  werc  admitted,  and  carried  into  all  the 

'  various  departments  of  the  public  service,  it  would  be  a  b&r 

to  all  beneficial  regulations. 

Mr.  Wi&erforce  observed,  that  a  distinction  had  been 
and  ought  to  be  taken  between  those  persons  who  addicted 
iDcmselves  to  a  diplomatic  Ilib^  and  thobc  who  went  out  iiva 


4ipkMDatic  dianctqr  for  a  year  or  two,  and  afterwards  nr ver 
ti^mriit  of  GOQtinuiqff  to  B^rre  the  public  ia  that  capacity. 

Amr  a  few-wotds  noia  Mi.  Ineach^  by  way  of  i?ply>  iha 
OQiipp  :was  afieed  to. 

PBHlTBItnARV  HOVSeSL 

Mr.  Sfi^^ifTjf  Bjfdir^  parsnant  to  notice,  rpse  to  briDj^ 
Ibrwaid  ft  motion  for  tbe  appointment  of  a  Coiomittee,  to 
OMiiider  of  so  much  of  the  Acts  of  the  34tb  apd  19th  of 
George  the  Third,  as  relate  tp  tbe  erection  of  a  penit^otiaiy 
house,  pi  of  peqitentiary  houses.  • 

A  short  di^ussion  th^  took  plaoe,  in  which  Sir  Samuel 
JSorailly,  Bir.  Wbitbread,  Mr«  w  ilberforce,jaiid  Mr.  Secre- 
tary Ryder,  took  a  jiart;  whei^the  question  ^fasj)ut,  an() 
ihe  Committjee  appoioted* 

it  was  order^  to  be  an  instructbo  to  the  Committee,  that 
ihey  have  power  if}  inquiDS  \xi\^  the  e£kct  produced  by  the 
punishment  of  transportation,  apd  also  by  the  punishment 
^f  imprisQument  ^n  board  the  hulks.  In  the  course  of  the 
prrriQUS  discussipn,  Mr.  Whitbread  took  an  opportunity  tp 
;itate,  that  he  had  «bited  the  hulks  at  Pprtsmouth  last  sum- 
mer, and  that  it  w^  impossible  that  any  thing  could  be  bet- 
ter r^ulated  than  .the  whole  establishment.  This  he  was 
bonnirin  justice^  as  well  to  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
<BIr.  SeccetiMry  Kyder),  to  whose  department  the  care  of  thir 
<istablishmeot  belonged,  and  to  the  ability  and  inde&tigable 
4^tentionx>f  Mr.  GrahaiUi  to  affirm. 

ARMY   XSTIMATBS. 

The  House  having  r^solve^  into  a  Committee  of  Sapply, 
40  which  several  accounts  previously  presented  by  Lord 
^alookerstpn  were  referred. 

Lord  Palmerston  rose,  for  the  purpose  of  subraiuing^ 
pursuant  to  nptice,  to  the  consideration  bf  ihe  .Cqmmiltee^ 
a  certain  set  of  resolutioi^  founded  upon  the  estimates 
:whi<;h  bad  been  ^  referred  to  the  Cammiilee.  The  first 
thing  ths^.he  hi^d  to  poiuttiut  to  tbe  Committee,  was  a  cir- 
cumstance, which,  any  gentleman  must  have  observed  who 
had  looked  into  the  estimates,  viz.  that  though  the  estimates 
were  .framed  in  tbe  same  foanner  and ^  upon  the  same  pr\nr 
ciple  ^  the  estimates  of  last  year;  yet  there  were  variops  al- 
terations, .wUich  ^had  been  adopted  \vith  a  view  to  render 
more.iptelli^'vhle  the  cQtn plicated  .details  into  which  the 
estimates [R^ttended,  In  ^he  present  estimates,  many  items 
fvhichwerpusiifiU^iqQlud^d  i^  lbeArmy«Hxtraordinaries^or 
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cast  into  a  ma8s>  were  arranged  uj^der  distinct  heads.  The 
first  bead  he  had  to  notice  was  the  land  forces.  Gentle* 
iDen  woold  observe,  that  there  was  an  increase  of  480  men, 
ani(  a  decrease  of  ] 8,400/.  of  expence.  This  decrease 
arose  from  the  redpction  which  had  been  effected  in  seve* 
ral  of  the  divisions  into  which  this  class  branched.'  The 
next  item  to  which  he  directed  the  attention  of  the  Comv 
mitteff  was  the  estimate  for  the  dragoons  and  dragoon- 
cruards.  Under  this  head  there  was  a  decrease  of  34,000/!, 
XVith^rrspect  to  the  infantry  of  the  line,  there  was  an  iom 
crease  of  6£7  men,  and  ah  increase  of  S8,l45/.  of  charge; 
This  increase  of  charge  arose,  in  the  first  place,  from  transr 
ierring  the  Qfih  regiment;  which  had  formerly  been 
generally  composed  of  foreigners,  to  the  numbered  regi* 
itients  of  the  line.  This  regiment  had  lately  been  recruited 
i^together  from  the  militia^  and  being  now  exclusively  conip 
posed  of  native  subjects,  it  was  thougnt  right  to  transfer  that 
Tegimept'to  the  infantry  of  the  line.  In  the  unnumbered 
corps  there  was  an  increase  of  two  hundred  and  fifty«tw6 
nen,  and  qf  6,800/.  churge*  There  was  an  inert  «^  also  in 
die  Royal  waggop-train*  Lr«9t  year  it  was  proposed  to 
reduce  the  waggon-train  from  twelve  to  seven  companies. 
Three  were  immediately  reduced,  but  the  two  others  that 
Were  to  be  reduced  were  at  the  time  serving  with  Lord  Wel- 
lington's army  in  Portugal.     Tb^  wageon   troops   were 

,  ifbund  so  useful  in  the  campaign,  that  Lord  Wellingtoii 
solicited  to  retain  these  two  troops  in  addition  to  the  other. 
troops  of  the  same  corps  serving  under  him ; -and  on  his 

'  repre^ntation  the  two  troops  were  continued  on  the  esta- 
blisbmept.  In  ^  the  i^ext  head  of  estimate^,  there  whs  ai| 
addition  ofSifCOOl.  incurred  for  increased  pay  of  half-pay 
and  anpernumernry  officers,  m  well  as  for  troup  quarter- 
masters.  Jn  the  miscellaneous  charge  there  was  a  <}ecrea8e 
of  185,000/,  though  there  were  considerabbe  alterations  in 
the  various  items  of  which  it  was  composed*  The  next 
article  which  he  had  to  meptiop  was  the  estimate  for  the 
fegiments  serving  in  India.  On  this  head  he  should  not 
have  to  cpll  for  any  vote.  With  respect  to  the  embodied 
militia,  there  was  a  decrease  of  910,00p/.  of  charge,  apd  of 
SjOOO  men.  As  to  the  volunteers,  it  would  be  recollected, 
that  last  year  th^  decrease  amounted  to  300,000/.  ip  the 
present  year  it  amounted  only  to  184,000/.  The  next  arti*^ 
cle  was  the  charge  for  the  ataff  and  garriaons,  and  under 
tbia  bead  some  increase  had  taken  place  in  the  foreign  staff 

«a  wlfil  aa  in  the  Irish  ataff^  thoogn  there  was  a  decreasf 
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on  rhe  borne  staff..  In  the  estimate  for  the  pay  of  su4 
perannuated  officers  there  was  a  decrease  of  £»000/.  ari« 
ftjDg  fr6m  the  nomber  of  officers  who  had  retired  front 
the  veteran  battalions,  la  the  pablic  departments  in  Ire^ 
land,  there  was  an  increase  of  J, 900/.,  though  in  England 
there  was  a  decrease  under  the  same  head  of  7,000/« 
There  was  a  decrease  under  the  bead  of  Chelsea  and  KiK 
mainham  of  4,900/m'Jd  consequence  of  less  money  being 
nece!»sary  for  the  buildings.  For  out-pensioners,  there  was 
an  increase  of  09,000/.  This  increase  was  to  be  ac*- 
icounied  for  in  this  way :  last  year  a  sum  of  240,000/« 
of  unclaimed  prize-money  was  recovered  from  the  agents^ 
J00»000/.  of  which  it  was  thought  right  to  hand  over  to . 
the  support  of  the  chests  of  these  hospitals.  In  the  pre^ 
sent  year  only  £5,000/.  was  to  be  given  from  this  fund^ 
«13,000/.  under  the  head  of  volunteers;  the  decrease 
amounted  to  303,000/. »  the  greater  part  of  which  took 
place  in  Ireland.  The  diminution  in  England  was,  35fiO0L 
which  arose  from  reducing  the  days  of  duty,  and  in  Ire** 
land  from  the  same  cause,  as  also  because  the  Volun* 
leers  were  not  to  be  clothed  this  year.  In  the  local 
militia  theie  was  an  increase  of  61,000/.  The  sum  voted 
last  year  vr^  less  than  was  required,  and  left  a  deficiency  of 
iSSfiOOL  He  must  observe,  nowevcr,  that  an  arrangement 
was  made  for  reducing  the  days  of  permanent  duty  fi  om  SI 
to  14  days — the  eiiect  would  be^  that  in  fact  there  would  be 
a  savipg  of  1 10,000/.  Such  of  the  men  as  had  not  been  out 
before,  woold  be  disciplined  by  officers  of  the  staff  seven 
(days  tiefore  the  assembling  of  the  regiments.  In  the  com* 
fiassionate  list  the  increase  was  7,600/.  of  which  a  conside*  . 
lable  portion  arose  irom  transferring  to  that  fund  cbargo 
usually  defrayed  out  of  other  funds.  Under  the  head  of 
tiarracks  in  Ireland,  there  was  an  increase  of  83,000/.  The 
commissariat  of  Ireland  he  estimated  at  60,000/.  The  next 
imd  last  article  was  the  snperannnated  allowances,  now  for 
the  first  time  made.  In  this  estimate  the  decrease  of  men 
was  514,  (he  increase  of  charge  4^,000/.  He  had  now  gone 
throligh  the  whole  of  the  estimates,  and  he  should  have 
tlvoninit  it  necessary  to  sit  down,  but  that  he  wished  to  no* 
tice  the  state  of  the  regular  army,  and  with  re^rd  to'  tlie 
amount  of  force  necessary  to  be  maintained.  The  object  in 
view  was  not  so  much  the  means  of  raising  the  regular  armyi 
as  how  it  might  be  kept  effective.  Parliament  had  for  some 
years  past,  by  a  succession  of  judicious  regulations,  laid  the 
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^ndaticm  for  keeping  op  a  very  superior  nvHUr  nrmjr,  for 
the  mo^t  part  of  it  a.  disposable  force  of  Miom  na|^tude  m^ 
IiAd  never  been  known  till  of  very  late  yean.  This  he  ailri- 
buted  in  a  gveaimeasare  to  the  means  resorted  toof  supptyiiig 
tl)^e  army  by  draaglits  from  the  hftUitia,  which  w%b  a  speedv 
and  certain  way  of  raising  ineny  the  good  effects  of  which 
must  be  obvioos  to  every  one. '  We  had,  be  said,  2llfi09 
effective  men,  exdusive  of  the  local  nulitia.  The  CfviialtiflS 
be  estimated  at  from  SS  to  30,000  men.  The  ouipbcr  pro* 
diiced  by  reoruiiing  must  vary,  but  may  be  estimal^.at 
^  11,000  men^  and  that  he  thought  a  ver^  k>w  estimate.  He 
thought  the  lingular  establishment  of  militia,  which  in  effept 
tive  men  wa8&,!000,  rather  too  great,  and  it- would  be  ad- 
visable to  raUioe>it  to  the  ojd  establishment,  which  waf 
about  70,000  men.  He  proposed  that  10,000  men  should  . 
be  permitted  to  volunteer  from  the  militia  into  ^he  lincj 
which  might  be  allowed  without  any  detriment  to  the  for- 
mer, as  had  been  proved  in  Ireland,  where  the  militia  were 
allowed  anmialty  to  volunteer  without  ii^uring  the  militia. 
This  jnethod  he  thought  most  Ukely  to  recruit  ^nen,  find  it 
was  his  intention  when  tlie  House  was  resumed^  to  move  for 
leave  to  biuig  in  a  bill  to  tliis  effect*  His  l^^rdsbip  CQih 
^dfd  by  moving  his  fir$t' resolution. 

The  question  teing  put  by  the  Cliairman  'pf  the  Com«* 
mittee, 

General  Tarldmi  lose,  and  entered  into  a  statement  qf  tha 
Continental  war  in  which  Great  Britain  was  at  thb  mo^ienty 
andhad  for  wime  titue  past,  been  engaged.  He  did  this,  hf 
said,  for  the  purpose  of  showing  that  the  means  of  this  co.uo^ 
try  were  inadequate  to  the  enoj  and  that  the  contest  must 
therefore  terminate  in  destruction.  In  order  to  .prove  this, 
be,  in  a  speech  of  great  length,  went  over  the  ]srhqle  of  our 
expeditions  to  the  Peninsula^  and  to  Portugal,  from  the  bat* 
tie  of  Vimeira  to  the  present  hour,  in  which  he  endeavoured 
to  show  that  we  had  in  the  whole  course  of  ,that  time  been 
playing  a  losing  game,  and  that  Bupne^par^  and  Ma^seni^ 
were' secretly  laughing  at  the  ioUy  and  insanity  of  oar  pre^ 
•ent.Ministers.  The  first  operation  ,we  had  u^dcrtajken  was 
to  defend  the  Peninsula ;  the  second  was  to  deibnd  Pc>rtu|;ai, 
iwhich  having  foiled  to  do,  by  suffering  the  enemy  to  take 
Ciudad  Rodrigo  and  Almeida,  the  third  operation  com^ 
fenced  by  retreating  before  the.enemy,  for  the, pur pp^  of 
defending  Lisbon.  2x>cd  Wellington,  for  having  gained  the 
battkof  Talu vera, for iwbjch  he  h^d  been  rew^ed  by  tbfU 


^&me  with  ibdr  tlianks,  and  fot  which  htt  Majaty  had 
oooferred  on  him  (he  dignity  of  Viscount,  had  the;  very  next 
Ay  furcated,  and  kept  rontinuall v' sltice  retreating  before 
Cteneitil  Mtoeim,  till  He  had  been  driven  within  the  lines  of 
IViites  Yedras.   To  these  lines  G^eneral  Massena  had  followedf  ^ 
hidd  close  with  not  more  tlian  two-thiids  of  his  army^  whick 
mikk  itepresented  by  Lord  Wellington  himself  as  wanting^ 
every  necessary;  and  yet  he  snflfered  htm  to  remain  close  t(>i 
liim  with  a  very  infenor  force  Ibr  npw&rds  of  three  weeks— * 
Ibod,  after  doing  so,  to  get  thirty  hours  start  of  trim  and  make 
gtK)d  his  retreat  to  Smntarem,  whi^re  he  was  so  strongly 
entrenched,  that  he  could  not  attack  hits  without  the  greatest 
tkk.     There  (at  Santarem)  Massena,   as  he  said  to  hi» 
master,  was  supporting  his  army  4)y  resources  drawn  froiik 
Portugal  alone,  while  lord  Wellington  was  oliliged  to  feed, 
bis  o^n  ann^r,  the  numerous  Porti^uese  who  had  beei> 
iflducod  to  quit  their  habitations  and  go  within  the  lines  of 
Lisbon,  and  the  whole  population  of  tlmt  city— on  re* 
klbroes  drawn  fbom  England,  Ireland,  America,  the  Azores,, 
and  almost  the  whole  world— *\vc  were  even  ol)ligrd  to  supply 
thearmy  in  Portugal  with  itd  port,  which  Was  tnfiaitely  worse 
than  ^  sending  etelsto  Newcastle.''  The  General  coacIud<^ 
by  saying,  that  be  should  not  make  any  motion  on  the 
iubjtet;  nor  object  to  the  estimates  now  moved;  but  be 
ibought  it  his  duty  to  make  the  statement  he  had  done. 

ti¥d  Castkfeagh  appHovcd  the  determination  of  Mini* 
9fers  to  adhere  to  the  phin  which  he  had  first  introduced  of 
llsctttiting  tlie  oTmy  by  driiughtsfrom  the  Militia,  by  which  a 
gftife^t  stiifiding  arihy  might  always  be  sustained  so  as  to 
c^ush'ahy  idea  of  iii\^sion,  and  at  the  sane  time  furnish  a 
ki^  dispbsEible  fohce,  without  the  people  of  this  country 
Imiiig  akiy  dread  at  s6  many  of  its  defeifders  leaving  our 
shores*  m  cortciefved,  that  the  army  now  employed  in 
Fbrtugai  was  as  effiactually  defending  Ireland,  as  if  ihfij 
Were  upon  its  shores,  but  lire  thought  a  great  pern^nncot 
tocreflse  to  the'  security  of  Ireland,  and  oif  the  fimpire^ 
woMd  be  IM-odubed  ^by  a  certain  interchange  of  the  Militia 
of  tbi;  t^o  coQfntties^ 

Mr-  Hkrbtii  and  General  Stewart  warmly  wpport^l 
fIteldMSof  his  Lordship. 

Mr.  Whkbread  said,  that  the  Militia  had  now  come  to 

S'  ^  state  that  4?as  long  foreseen,  when  it  was  obliged  \o 
ruish  ati  lihou^Vdrttught  to  the  tegnhir  army.    He  thought 
that  tfiisr  WfiB  a  tnnist  unequal  and  unjust  spqpies  of  conscrip* 
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tion.  He  thooght  some  equal  law  should'be  applied  to  tl|^ 
ivhole  rotintrjy  and  that  it  was  roost  un&ir  that  toose  coontieaf 
should  be  charged  the  most  for  filling  up  yacBDcies,  that 
liad  already  contributed  the  greatest  numner  to  the  regular 
army.  He  thought  that  one  great  obstacle  remained,  which 
ought  to  be  removjed  More  tne  Irish  IJkfilitia  was  brought 
into  this  countrji  The  pefial  laws  respecting  jCatholica 
ought  to  be  relaxed ;  and,  in  shorty  that  very  measure  which 
was  introduced  by  Lord  Howick^lnd  whichcaused  the  remo- 
val of  the  late  Administration,  ought  to  be  the  preliminary  to 
the  adoption  of  such  a  plan  as  was  stated  by  the  noUe  Lord. 
I  Lord  Casttertagh  stated,  that  Irish  Militia  regiments  had 
already  done  service  in  the  Islands  of  Guernsey  and  Jersey^ 
and  that  the  penal  acts^gainst  them  in  this  country  were 
merely  a  dead  letter^ 

Jir*  JVhitbread  replied,  that  if  they  were  mere  dead 
letters,  and  could  do  no  good,  he  thought  that  tbey  should 
.  be  expunged  from  the  statute  books  as  most  obnoxious 

The  ChanctUor  of  the  Exchequer  thought  thai  it  was 
'  possible  that  the  plan  of  the  noble  Lord  might  at  some 
.  future  time  be  productive  of  great  advantages  to  the  country. 
He  thought  the  liononrable  gentleman  (Mr.  Whitbreul) 
ought  not  to  damp  such  prospects  of  public  advantage^  • 
by  introducing  pomis  which  be  knew  could  not  be  now 
obtained,  and  to  which  he  knew  there  were  particular 
fedingSj  and  particular  difficulties  hard  to  be  surmounted 
at  the  present  moment.  It  was,  however,  perpetual  I  v 
-stated,  that  the  ranks  of  the  British  Army  were  full  of  irisn 
Catholics.  If  tfo,  the  Catholics  did  come  over  to  this 
country  notlvithstanding  the  penalties  alludev)  to  by  the 
honourable  gentleman.  In  answer,  to  the  long  criticiuni 
made  by  a  gallant  General  (General  Tarleton),  on  the  con* 
-duct  of  Lord. Wellington  and  Ministers  in  the  campaign  of 
.  Portugal,  he  must  say  that  his  argument  was  at  war  with 
itself.  At  one  time  he  said  that  Lord  Wellington  was 
strong  enough  to  have  attacked  the  French  bemre  they 
penetrated  ijilo  Portugal,  and  raised  the  si^  of  Almeida 
and  Ciudad  Rodrigo.  If  that  was  the  case,  it  was  the^ 
evident  that  Ministers  must  have  done  their  duty  in  supply- 
ing him  with  such  a  force.  Aftet  having  blamed  Loid 
.  Wellington  for  not  attackitig  the  French  before  Cindad^ 
Kodrigo;  he  afterwards  had  blamed  the  9ame  General  f^r 
resisting  the  attack  of  the  Frenah  at  Busaco.  Aithouah  the 
galluit  General  uow  mott  confidently  predicted  the  um  of 
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the  PeDinsula  and  tbe  retreat  of  the  British  Army' from 
Portugal,  it  must  be  recollected  that  he  predided  the  same  * 
thing  in  the  last  Session,  and  his  prophecy  appeared  no 
Bearer  ii&  ^tx^omplbhment  novt  than  it  did  then. 

General  Taricion  explained,  and  adhered  to  his  former 
opinions,  that  the  British  AriHy  was  exposed  io  the  most 
imminent  danger  in  Portugal,  and  that  it  ought  to  be  kept 
at  home. 

Mr.  Canniffg  expressed  bis  most  cordial  approbation  of 
thatftystem  which  liad  brought  thc^^ fortunes  of  France  and 
of  this  country  to  their  present  situation  in  respect  to  Por*t 
tugaL  He  thought  there  was  as  much  wisdom  as  courage 
in  prefcnring  to  contend  with  'the  enemy  on  the  advanced 
po6t  of  the  nninsula,  rather  than  on  our  own  shores.  When 
those  who  had  hitherto  been  so  unfortunate  in  their  predic- 
tions, and  who,  in  the  last  session,  thought  it  impossible 
to  defend  Portugal  for  one  campaign,  came  now  and  pre- 
dicted again  that  it  must  ikll-— those  whose  measures  had 
defended  Pprtugal  during  the  last  year,  had  a  right  to  tax 
those  men  witi^  tlie  failure  of  their  predictions,  and  to  hold 
QUt^hopeto  the  country.  Lord  Wellington  had  for  the  last 
campaign  arrested  the  progress  of  Buonaparte.  That 
thunderbolt  which  was  directed  against  Portugal,  was  by 
him  conducted  harmless  to  the  earth.  When  it  was  con-, 
sidered  how  many  of  the  Continental  States  had  been 
crumbled  down  before  the  power  of  Buonaparte,  Lord 
WdlingtoA  Ivould  appear  as  standing  on  the  verge  of  those 
mills  to  protect  allies  that  were  still  bravely  fighting  for  their 
independence.  He  stood  as  between  the  living  and  the  dead 
io  save,  what  still  remained  of  Europe.  Tbe  expence  of  the 
war  in  Portugal  had  been  spoken  of ;  but  it  must  be  consi- 
dered how  much  greater  would  be  the  expence  and  ruin  if 
the  battle  was  really  to  be  fought  on  our  own  shores,  which 
the  honourable  General  seeqned  to  prefer.  There  was  no 
part  of  the  Continent  in  wiiich  a  British  army  could  act  to. 
more  advantage,  or  where  a  French  army  would  act  with  more 
disadvantage  than  in  Portugal.  To  us  tl)e  communication 
was  easy  by  sea.  To  France  the  communication  was  most 
difficult*  The  lijie  of  march  was  long,  througii  countries 
hostile  and  not  affording  provisions.  He  looked  at. the 
result,  not  without  anxiety,  but  without  ihiiX  fear  that  those 
apptored  to  entertain  who  had  always  predicted  the  defeat 
of  the  British  Army  pn  its  retreat  from  the  Peninsula.       ^ 

Yoj.,  1I.~181J.  «H 
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General  TarleUm  agaio  itated  the  danger  of  haring  t|ie 
wbole  of  our  military  force  *ezpoied  to  Imsanl  agamst  a 
superior  enemy. 

Mr.  Canning  sud,  that  he  did  not  wish  the  whole  of  oar 
force  to  be  so  employed.  For  example,  be  wished  Lord 
Wellington  to  be  employed  in  Portugal,  but  thete  weie 
other  gallant  Generals  whom  he  wished  to  slay  at  home. 
(J  general  Umgh.)    , 

After  a  few  obserratioos  from  Lord  Pabnersion^  Mr. 
WhUhread^  and  other  eentlemen,  the  question  was  put  on 
the  first  Roolution,  and  carried  unanimously. 

The  Report  was  ordered  Ui  be  reodTcd  on  Wednesday. 

The  other  orders  ot  the  day  were  then  disposed 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
^         TUBsnar,  maboh  6. 

The  decree  c^tfae  Court  of  Session  in  the  case  of  Durham' 
was  affirmed. 

The  Earl  ofAj/laford  presented  the  answer  of  the  Mnce 
Rqrent,  containing  bis  assent  to  the  Address  of  the  Hocme, 
praying  for  the  appointment  of  a  law  officer  to^represent  the 
second  son  of  the  late  Earl  of  Berkeiqr^ 

CASBS  or  APPBAL. 

The  Lord  Chmeelbr  moved  for  the  appointment  of  a 
Committee,  to  consider  the  best  mode  or  expediting  thtf 
bearing  of  cases  in  appeal^  and  writs  of  error.  He  mrbon 
then  to  state  what  pum  be  tbonght  best  to  pursue,  bfit  kA 
it  to  the  Committee  to  refKMi  tbir  opinion  thereon.  Some 
altemtions  might  be  reouisite  on  this  subject  in  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Q^urts  or  equity  below. 

Afm  a  few  wotds  fiom  Earl  Stanhope,  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

The  Earl  cf  Ikerpool  mored  far  a  list  of  names  far  the 
said  Committee,  containing  the  two  Primates,  the  Chan^ 
cellor,  the  Dukes  of  Koifalk  and  Montrose,  Earl  of  West* 
morehmd,  Camden,  Liverpool,  Bathuntj  Spencer,  Ijords 
Holland,  Erskine,  EUenborough,  Redesdale,  Ifiarquis  of 
lisnsdowne,  &c.  which  was  agmd  to. 

Earl  Stanhope  then  rose,  and  spoke  at  oonskkmUe 
length  on  the  necessity  of  an  injmietion  to  the  Comntf  ttee  to 
record  concisely  the  principles  9dA  grounds  on  which  their 
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Lordifitps  shoirid  proceed  in  suclr  cases*    Nothing  could  1)e 
vMHe  grieyous  than  the  uncertainty  of  the  law,  which  mvui 
be  the  case#  in  the  manner  in  which  4hese  subjects  were 
nettled  in  that  Houie  without  recordings  reasons.    For  diis, 
ke  Uamed  nobody  present,  as  the  old  practice  had  been  fbl- 
lowsed :  but  he  did  blame  the  conduct  of  the  Bouse  in 
preYions  times.    Spring  of  legal  dehvs,  he  instanced  the 
Cioiirt  or  Chancery,  which  Lord  Hate  disliked,  and  of 
which  he  bad  said,  that  one  hundred  causes  were  settled  in 
tbeothe^Conrtswhileone  cause  was  in  agitation  there.  He 
had  also  noticed  its  inferiority,  in  the  noa-«xamination  of 
witneaes  publicly,  and  the  want  of  cross  examinations.    He 
had  himsdf  been  concerned  in  one  canse  there  that  lasted 
only  deren  years ;  and  in  one  in  the  Irish  Chancery  that 
contfaiucd  fortyrtwo  years*    A  ration  of  his,  now  dead. 
Lord  Chestorfield,  once  conveising  with  a  perK>n  who  men- 
tioned his  hating  a  yery  wild  Spanish  hors^  which  jumped 
over  hedges  and  ditches,  and  which  he  had  no  means  of  con« 
finmg,  but  within  a  court  surrounded  hrf  high  walls^  told 
him  that  the  best  way  he  could  adyise  him  was,  to  put  his 
Spanish  horse  into  the  Court  of  Chancery,  and  be  would  be 
bound  for  it,  he  would  neyer  figbf  his  way  out !  (A  laugh  I) 
So,  indeed,  might  a  future  Lord  Chesterfield  say  or  the 
Court  of  Last  Appeal :  it  would  be  as  difficult  to  the  full 
fo  eet  a  Spanish  hone  out  of  the  House  of  Lords,  if  once 
fririy  put  in.  ^  Bfagna  Charta  said,  that  justice  should  not 
be  soU, ,  nor  delaytS;  and  he  (Earl  Stanhope)  was  a  friend 
to  the  principles  of  Magna  Charta.    If  their  Lordships 
hwked  at  the  Appeal  cases,  they  would'  find  tbirty-fiye 
from  the  Exchequer,  forty^three  from  the  Chancery,  and 
195  from  Scothmd :  a  total  of  273.    Why,  tliey  would 
become  bankrupts  in  the  administration  of  justice ;  com- 
pletdy  insolyent  in  the  determination  of  appeals.    He  would 
bring  a  strong  authority  for  ayoidiog  delay,  and  for  the 
rs^t  understanding  of  tne  grounds  of  their  judgment ;  that 
of  a  petaon  once  one  of  the'twelye  judges,  but  not  now :  he 
meant  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  of  the  Common  Picas,  Lord 
Eldott,  whose  opinions  .he  heard  in  that  Court  by  an  ac- 
cident.   He  was  subpoenaed  there  on  a  cause  concerning  a 
patent  for  a  mechanical  invention,  and  he  remembered  bemg 
kppt  in  examination  by  his  noble  friend  near  him  (Lord 
Arskine)  for  four  hours.    He  war  obliged  to  go ;  for,-  as 
Lord  IMbnsfield  had  said,  a  subpoena  was  like  being  drawn 
by  twelve  hoxses.    Lord  Eldon's  opinion  was  t6o  good  a  one 
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to  be  changed,  and  he  should  read  it.  It  was  taken  down 
in  sbort*hand  :  but  afterwards  a  barrbCer,  a  friend  qf  his, 
shewed  it  to  him,  with  the  noble  Lord's  own  corrections* 
That  was  pretly  good  authority  for  it.  The  noble  Earl 
read  part  of  it,  which  stated  that  British  justice  ought  to 
be  aaminisicred  in  a  manner  satisfbctory  to  the  parties: 
satisfactory  to  the  party  losing  could  not  be  meant ;  but  that 
satisfactory  reasons  were  stated  for  the  dcibision.  There  was  no 
such  thinff  in  that  House  ;  and  indeed  he  could  give  many  ii»* 
stances  of  the  want  of  knowledge  on  this  subject,  which  was 
most  injurious.  Here  his  Lordship  went  at  length  into  the 
circumstances  of  difficulty  in  the  Roxburgh  case  last  session^ 
respecting  the  meanipg  and  intent  of  the  words  ^^  heirs 
male,"  and  quoted  passac;es  from  the  ehbomte  and  excellent 
speech  of  the  Earl  of  Lauderdale,  since  printed.  Diifi'> 
culties  of  the  same  sort  occurred  in  Warren  Hastiaga^i  trial^ 
when  his  Lordi^bip  and  the  Judges  used  to  go  down  early, 
and  the  rest  of  their  Lordships  late.  He  liked  to  go  down, 
tot  the  sake  of  conversiog  with  those  eminent  and  learned 
persons,  of  whom  he  ask<^  a  great  many  questions.  Most 
of  them  were  very  communicative, ,  particularly  Justice 
£yrc,  afterwards  Chief  Justice  of  the  Common  Pleas,  whose 
pleasant  manners  were  well  known.  Two  of  the  Judges 
were  rather  close;  but  he  used  to  find. them  very  often 
divided  about  what  was,  and  what  was  not,  the  law>  and 
often  Very  nearly  equally  divided.  He  was  not  to  be  deter- 
ged from  going  on  in  his  measures  on  tins  important  subject. 
This  put  him  in  mind  of  a  conversation  he  beard  among 
those  Judges  ;  and  he  was  very  fond  of  their  company,  and 
had  great  respect  for  them,  when  they  seemed  desirous  of 
doing  what  ought  to  be  done.  He  remembered^  an  old 
Judge,  and  a  learned  Judge  too,  Mr.  Justice  Gould » talking 
to  another  Judge  about  a  rumour,  that,  where  the  words 
^^  froiii  and  after  the  passbg"  of  a  Bill  were  inserted,  the 
whole  Session  was  included  as  one  day.  He  ^as  surprised  at 
so  scandalous  and  abominable  a  thing*  He  inquired  of 
them  about  it,  and  was  told  by  several  that  it  was  so. 
Upon  this  construction  a  law  might  be  brought  ia,  in 
November,  passed  in  June,  and  a  man  "he  hanged  for  an 
offence  committed  in  May.  Now  (said  the  noble  fiarl)  I 
went  to  my  friend  Lord  Thurlow,  and  talked  to  him  about 
it ;  and  he  told  me,  it  was  so,  by  a  fiction  of  the  law.  A 
pretty  fiction  indeed  !  He  could  not  persuade  Lord  Thur« 
low  ior  some  time ;  but  be  kept  to  him,  sitting  down  on  th^ 
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woolsack  dose  by  him,  and  teasing  and  badgering  him^ 
till  he  made  a  convert  of  him  at  last.  Then  came  in  Loid 
LbughboTOUgh,  who  was  alwajs  of  his  opinion ;  and  Lord 
Thnrlow  being  converted,  he  (Earl  S.)  got  his  law  passed 
nnanimonsly  by  both  Houses*  and  destroyed  that  abomi- 
nable fiction !  That  was  A»  law !  This  he  did,  by  his  per- 
severance.  He  should  just  mention  that  Judge  Gould  told 
him,  that  the  fiction  he  had  alluded  to  was  mtlroduced  in 
consequence  of  a  crime  committed  by  a  crreat  rascal,  who 
could  not  be  laid  hold  of  without  it.  That  was  ex^posl^ 
facto  law*  His  noble  friend  near  him  (Earl  Spencer)  whis* 
pered  that  it  seemed  impossible.  Aye,  so  it  would  to  a  man 
like  him,  with  an  honest  heart :  but  he  was  not  to  be  met 
with  impossibilities,  whenhe  could  state  such  facts.  As  to 
the  benefits  of  perseverance,  he  remembered  being  in  an  insig* 
nificant,  miserable  minority  o(  four,  on  a  question  for 
abolishing  that  wicked,  shocking,  in&mous  traffic  in  human 
fleshy  the  Slave  Trade ;  but  he  nad  liyed  to  be  in  a  glorious 
flutjority  of  a  hundred,  who  abolbhed  it  at  Ikst.  Not  lon|^ 
ago,  the  Judges  of  the  two  Courts  of  Common  Pleas  and 
King's  Bench  were  of  decidedly  difierent  opinions  as  to 
whether  a  man  could  be  a  bankrupt  who  digged  his  clay 
and  burned  bricks  in  his  ground.  On  every  view  of  the 
subject,  it  was  necessary  to  have  fixed  principles  and  re* 
corded  reasons  in  the  Journals  for  the  decision  of  the  last 
Court  of  Appeal,  or  they  would  not  go  far  to  facilitate 
business,  which  concerned  th^  lives  and  property  and  hap* 
piness  of  the  community.  He  concluded  by  moving  his 
injunction. 

The  Earl  of  Liserpool  said,  that  it  was  desirable  to  send 
the  subject  to  the  Committee  free  and  unfettered,  to  make 
their  report  thereon,  and  determine  on  what  should  be  done 
in  future. 

The  motion  was  lost  without  a  division«<--Adjoumed. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 

\^  TUESDAY,  MABCH  5. 

SLAH^E  TBADB. 

Mr.  Brougham  rose,  agreeably  to  notice,  to  move  foir 
leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  rendering  more  efiectual  the  Act 
for  the  Abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade.    He  moved  that  th« 


SflBolutioil  of  tbe  Hooae  in  the  year  1^06,  deelaring  tbe 
Slayc  Trade  to  be  contrary  to  joBtioe,  Imroanityi  and  loujid 
policy  ;  and  abo,  tliat  tbe  Resolution  of  the  Hovae  of  dhtte 
.  l&tb  June,  181p,  by  which  tbey  expnm  that  indigna^  ' 
lion  at  tbe  attanpts  made  by  individim|s  to  render  of  none 
eflSsci  tbe  Act  of  the  Legislature  for  the  abolishing  of  that 
Iraflio,  and  dechire  that  they  wtUt  early  in  the  next  aeaiion 
of  nirliaflMnt,  adopt  measures  for  tbe  better  cartying  of  the 
Act  into  cxecutioD.  These  Resolutions  being  readt  tbe 
hononmble  Member  said  that  he  now  rose,  in  parsonoe  of 
the  notice  he  had  gtten,  and  of  tbe  Resoloiions^  which  had 
jnst  been  read,  to  move  for  leave  to'  briog  in  a  Bill  for  the 
more  effectually  preventing  the  dealing  in  Staves.  When 
he  remembemf  the  almost  nnanirobos  feeling  of  the  Honse 
en  this  subject  when  the  Resolution  whiob  had  been  last 
lead  was  come  to ;  when  he  reflected  on  the  triumph  mth 
which  the  exertions  of  his  honourable  friend^  the  Member 
'  for  Yorkshirei  had  ultimately  been  crowned  in  this  glorious 
•tniggle,  he  was  induced  to  believe  that  it  would  scarcely  bo 
ttecessary  for  him  to  do  more  than  to  state^  that,  notwith^ 
standing  the  Acts  of  the  Lq^islatnre^  notwithstanding  tbe  ' 
more  recent  Rcsotution  of  tnat  House  eiKpresstve  of  theif 
determination  to  see  that  Act  strictly  enforced,  siiU  it  ap- 
peared jthat  there  were  pelrsons  who>  in  despite  of  their 
authority,  did  deal  in  this  horrid  trade,  and  did  contrive^ 
to  evade  the  penalties  which  they  had  imposed  for  thepur- 
]k)se'of  preVentiag  it.  He  mmht  appeal  tor  the  truth  cif  this 
statement,  to  the  evidence  on  the  table  of  the  House,  and  to 
various  other  source^  of  information  which  had  come  to  hia 
bunds,  and  which  were  also  known  to  many  other  Members 
of  the  House,  and  which  could  leave  no  doubt  whatever 
that  a  considerable  traflic  was  still  carried  on  in  the  tmde  in 

S»tion,  by  subjects  of  this  country,  resident,  in  ouv 
lonies.  It  would  be  bettor  for  hira^  however,  iastewd.  of 
leferring  to  the  evidence  genemlly,  to  notice  one  or  two 
instances  which  had  come  to  his  own  knowledge,  and  which 
most  satisfy  any  msm,  ttiat  the  trade  was .  persisted  in,  not 
only  in  defiance  of  the  Acts  of  the  46ih  and  47th  of  the 
King,  but  even  in  defiance  to  the  last  Resolution  of  the 
House.  In  doing  so,  he  would  have  a  disagreeable  task  to 
perform ;  and,  as  he  should  have  to  allude  to  persons  against 
whom  he  had  such  evidence  as'  would  be  sufficient,  to  lead 
'  to  their  conviction  were  they  to  be  sued  for  penalties,  or 
even  to  briog  borne  to  them  a  capital  fok>ny>  had  h  pleased 


VA^xmi  5.]  SLAV*  TIAM.  239 

the  Leitvkttare  to  make  it  «i  oflenoe  of  that  tmtiire,  \vbi]f» 

lie  made  bb  statement  with  fiiU'coiifidence  of  the  truth  of 

ndhat  he  itated,  he  shoidd,  on  account  of  the  heaTineas  of  the 

charge,  not  mentbn  the  names  of  the  parties,  nor  eyen 

allude  to  them  in  any  pointed  manner.    The  trade  iros  now 

Murried  on,  not  by  nasels  supposed  to  be  eibployed  in  sueh 

a  traflit,  but  in  the  maie  innooont  one  of  trading  in  wood 

and  ivory*    One  ship,  the  Neptune,  belonging  to  persoiai 

who^had  fenaerly  bewi  kn|^  dealere  in  this  trade^  had  iateljr 

been  sent  on  a  voyage  for  the  purchase  of  wood  and  ivor}^ 

After  its  retttm^  however,  two  of  the  men,  persons  of  ei^ 

eelhnt  character,  had  stated  that  the  Captain  also  took  oa 

board  thineen  slaves  and  two  bo]pa»  who  were  carried  to  thh 

Mek  of  Princes^  belonging  to  P6rtogal«    The  Captain,  after 

this,  bought  a  smaller  vessel,  and  carried  on  a  traffic  b^ 

tween  the  African  ooait  and  some  foreign  possessiens,  which 

served  him  as  an  aUrepM.     Another  vesseli  named  thfe 

George,  but  the  name  of  the  Captain  of  which  he  shouM 

aot  mention,  it  had  been  confessed  by  the  Captaifi  himself 

had  sailed  expressly  on  a  slaving  voyage.    Th^  Captain  had 

beoi  heard  to  express  bis  anxiety  to  get  safely  out  of  the 

Sort  from  whence  he  was  to  clear,  not  doubting  that  if  he 
id  so,  he  should  be  sure  of  sailing  without  interruption. 
Three  months  ago,  one  of  our  King's  ships  stopped  a  mer- 
chant vessel,  of  which  suspicions  were  entertained,  and  on 
examination  the  carpenter  dociaied  that  he  had  been  ofdeied 
tofit  her  out  with  bulk-heftdsaad  boards,  which  ate  the  nevoiw 
Ailing  symptoms  of  a  slave-trader.    Oa  the  1  St  h  December^ 
after  the  House  had  expressed  its  indignation  at  the  attempl^ 
,  to  continue  this  trade,  a  KfaigVi  ship  fell  in  with  a  vessel 
'^  which  boie  tho  name  of  the  nasquis  Romana,  but  which 
was  in  lealitv  the  Prince  William,  en  £ngluh  vessel,  the 
owneia  of  which  were  wdl  known,  and  on  board  of  which 
veand  them  were  not  fewer    than  l09  negroes^     ThtM 
wore  others  in  the  same  situation,  but  which  he  should 
not  mention.    He  cbuld  not  hdp^  however,  aUudtnff  to 
ether  two  vessels,  which   pasaea  by  the  names  of  the 
(jialticia  and  Palafox,  U  being  prtt«ided  that  they  wen 
Spmish  vessels.    |t  was  made  incontestaUy  evident,  how« 
evwr,   that  they  belonged  .to  EhgUsh  owners  resident  in 
this  conntiy,  and  were  in    part  manned  with  £n^isb« 
These  vessels  wece  stopped  on  another  groand,  and  were  on 
the  point  of  being  ideMd,  when  it  appeared  fbom  the  de^ 
position  <^  one  of  tbd  maateia,  that  they  were  the  Queen 
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and  Mobawk ;  that  thejr  were  ivell  known  to  be  tbe  pro« 
party  of  the  English   owners;    were  under  the  saperin- 
tendanoe  of  Engliw  supercargoes;  and  that  tbe  name  of  one 
of  the  captains  was  Geoige    Woodbine^  which  he  had 
changed  to  that  of  Giorgio  Mandesilva,  for  the  sake  of  car- 
rying on  the  deception.    Not  to  trouble  the  House  witli 
move  instances  ofthis  kind,  be  begged  only  to  call  their  at* 
tmtion  to  some  letters  from  Colonel  Maxwdl,  and  from  the 
Judge  of  the  Admimlty  at  Sierra  Leone.    These  proTed, 
that  though. the  traffic  was  greatly  diminished^  and  oore  no 
proportion  to  its  former  extent,  yet  that  there  still  existed 
sufficient  to  render  it  highly  worthy  of  the  attention  of  Par- 
liamenty  and  that  it  well  became  them  to  consider  how  they 
•liould  best  free  themselves  fh>m  what  still  remained  of  it. 
The  Judge  mentioned  that  since  his  arrival  in  March,  1809, 
no  fewer  than  1091  slaves  had  been  brought  for  condemna« 
lion  in  his  Court.     He  was,  therefore,  wanranted  in  saying, 
though  tbe  trade  was  greatly  diminished,  what  remained  of 
it  was  well  worthy  the  attention  of  the  House.    He  was  not 
disposed  to  state  many  of  tbe  slaves  so  carried  off  were  intro« 
dmed  into  the  British  Colonies ;   but  be  did  say  that  they 
were  carried  to  St.  Bartholomew's,  and  St.  Croix,  for  tbe 
purpose  of  being  sent  from  thence  into  other  islands.     In ' 
ibe  latter  island,  advertisements  for  the  sale  of  auch  slaves 
were  even  exhibited  publicly  and  in  open  day.    It  was  not 
necessary  for  him  to  accuse  those  interested  in  our  West*India 
possessions  with  violating  the  Act  of  the  Legislature  of  this 
Country,  and  the  Resolutions  of  the  House ;    it  was  suf* 
fieient  if  these  slaves  were  carried  to  Deraerara,  Berbice,  and  ' 
the  other  new lyconquered  islands.   .  If  necessary,  on  this 
point  he  could  refer  to  a  contest  between  the  Governor  of 
llemerara  and  tbe  planters  of  Berbioe,  where  in  a  memorial 
by  the  latter^  signed  with  their  own  names,  it  appeared  tluit 
tkej  hot  only,  continued  io  import  nf^roes,  but  that  they  were 
even  ignorant  of  an  v  law  to  prevent  them  from  doing  so,  or,  if 
they  were  aware  of  such  a  biw,  thatthey  were  not  disposed 
to  attend  to  it.    What  these  memorialists  principally  com* 
plained  of,  is  the  frequent  seduction. of  their  weak*minded 
and  new  negroes.    Gentlem^  might  suppose  that  this  was 
before  the  expression  of  the  feelings  <if  thai.  House  oq  the 
subject.*— But  no  such  thing.    This  was  only  in  November, 
1809,  no  less  than  four  years  after  the  Resolution  of  the 
House,  and  two  years  and  a  half  after  the  passing  of  the 
statute*    In  defiance  of  these  Besolutkms  and  of  the  statute. 
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therefovs^  tiieHicmte  saw  tbe  importattofn  of  new  negroes 
^ocaara^.     If  such  a  trade  was  to  be  saffe^  to  be  car- 
ried on,  it  would  be  better  to  suffer  it  to  proceed  as  formerl  j^ 
60  that  the   honest  dealer,  as  well  as  (he  8inn«rvler,  nitght 
iiave  the  taeans  of  carrying  it  on*     It  was  unjust  to  the 
iair  trader,  that  he  should  be  excluded,  while  the  unfair 
trader  makes  a  calculation  of  tlitP  chances  in  bb  favour,  and 
is  8|ifieied  to  be  in  a  better  situation  than  befoie  the  trade 
was  put  a  stop  to.     The  West-Indian  himself  must  be 
ODxious  to  cut  down  a  trade  in  which  he  himself  had  no  .1 
shaie.    If  again  the  House  looked  to  the  ship-owners,  they 
had  now  little  or  no  interest  in  such  a  traffic,  having  diverted 
their  capital  into  another  channel.    The  trade  was  so  much 
reduced^  so  far  as  they  could  be  concerned,  that  a  love  of 
contmband  alone  could    induce  them  to  wish    its  -  con- 
tinuance*   So,  it  wns  only  from  one  description  of  persons 
that  the  House  tould  now  look  for  opposition  to  the  ef^ 
fectual  abolition  of  this  traffic.     And  tfacy  were  the  person^^ 
who,  so  far  from  being  objects  of  favour  or  compassion, 
were  those  who  ought  peculiarly  to  be  struck  at,  being  those 
wiio  were  now  concerned  in  an  attempt  to  continue  this 
trade,  in  defiance  of  the  Resolutions  of  the  Hpuse,  and  of  the 
Acts  of  the  Legislature.    It  was  enough  for  liim  only  to 
alhide  to  t]us  fact,  to  take  from  socii  persons  any  portion  of 
tfaefiivouTof  the  House.    One  successful  adventure,  it  ap- 
pealed, was  sufficient  to  cover  three  or  four  failures,  and  with 
such  prospects  of  advantage,  not  having  the  benefit  of  in- 
surance, adventurers  of  this  kind  finding  it  neoessarv  to  be 
their  own  insurers,  saw  their  advantage  in  having  tnrec  or 
ibur  ships  out  at  one  time.  If  the  House  only  considered  that 
such  persons  could  not  bilt  be  aware  of  the  nature  of  the 
trade  m  winch  they  were  about  to  deal,  tbey  could  hardly 
fiul  being  satisfied  that  there  was  not  a  single  object  niore 
appropriate  for  criminal  legislation.    A  person  fitting  out  a 
vessel  for  this  trade  knew  that  he  was  to  arrive  on  the 
coast  of  Afr]<^,  and   that   in  various  ways  he  was  to 
get  into  his  possession  a  cargo  of  human  beings ;  that  he  was 
to  sdl  them  into  a  state  of  slavery  infinitely  exceeding  every 
other,  and  with  circumstances  too  disgusting  to  b^  dwelt  on. 
It  was  impossible  that  a  person  engaged  in  such  a  specula- 
iioD  could  have  his  eyea  shut  to  the  evils  he  was  about  to  in^ 
flict;  ^  that,  instead  of  bein^  a  malum  profubilum,  it  must 
i€  seen  to  be  a  malum  in  sc*  W  ithout  gotuj^  further  into  thp 
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crudiiesoftbetnuie,  ivitbout  looking  to  the  bardsbips  of 
tbe  roiddle  pesBaffC,  it  vms  impoasible  tor  any  man  to  shut  bis 
eves  against  the  horrors  of  such  a  traffic;  iuid  vrhat  then 
snoalabe  said  to  a  person  in  this  country  sending  his 
deputies  abroad  to  Inflict  miseries  and  cruelty  greater  than 
any  other  ?  That  such  woatd  properly  fall  under  the  cog- 
nizance of  the  criminal  lav,  it  would  not  be  necessary  m 
him  to  adduce  many  instances  to  prove.  Qy  an  Act  in  tbe  ^ 
reign  of  Geqrge  II.  any  waterman  on  the  river,  canying 
above  a  certain  number  of  passengers  in  bis  boat  or  wherry^ 
if  by  any  accident  a  life  should  be  lost,  Was  declared  guilty  of 
felony.  So  even  while  the  Slave  Trade  was  toleratra,  it  was  , 
punishable  to  cany  above  a  certain  number,  in  proportion 
to  the  tonnage  of  the  yesKl,  through  the  middle  passage, 
There  were  many  other  instances  which  he  might  piention* 
It  was  declared  to  be  felony,  without  benefit  of  clergy,  to 
damage  any  public  wurju;  to  damage^  London  bridge, 
Fulham  bridge,  &c.  &c.  '!Fo  destroy  any  lock  or  sluice  on 
a  canal ;  to  ckstroy  any  turnpike-bouse  or  gate,  &c»  and  bj 
the  48tb  of  the  King«  it  was  declared  to  be  felony  to  steal 
oysters,  for  which  the  persons  offimding  were  subject  to 
transportation  fi>r  14  years,  or  to  hard  labour  for  three  ^ears, 
The  House  would  recdlect  that  he  was  talking  ot  that 
wbicfi  was  robbery,  torture,  murder;  and  they  would  not 
fail  to  punish  such  an  oftnce  with  something  at  least  equa) 
to  the  punishment  imposed  for  stealing  an  cgrster.  It  was 
said,  that  tbe  great  bulk  of  this  trade  in  Slaves^  was  carried 
on  1)y  the  Americans,  and  the  Spaniaids.  It  would  appear^ 
however,  that  both  those  countries  were  puttinc  down 
the  tmffic  as  we  had  cfene ;  and  the  message  from  the  Pre« 
sident  to  the  Congress  of  tbe  United  States,. reeommends 
tbe  taking  of  further]  measures  for  a  compkte  abolition  of 
that  trade.  '  The  measure  he  proposed  to  introduce  would 
haye  the  e^ect  of  making  tne  lupercai«)es  liable,  wh^ 
would  be  struck  at  by  the  Act ;  and  if  foreign  cruiaets 
should  endeavour  to  come  into  pur  settlements,  they  might 
be  brought  to  trial,  as  k  foreigner  in  this  country  trying  to 
escape  might  be  brought  to  punishment.  After  iqxilogiaing 
for  going  at  such  length  into  the  subject,  the  honourable 
gentleman  concluded  by  moving  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill, 
to  render  more  eQisctual  tbe  Act  for  tbe  Abolition  ol  the  Shve 
Trade. 

Mr.  Marriott  said,  be  had  received  information  of  one 
ship  haying  been  seiz^  hden  with  shivcs>  and  th»t  therf 
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"were  fhiee  others  in  Biiiilar  circumstances  which  were  fol- 
loiriog.  From  every  iiiformfition  the  trade  was  still  car* 
Tied  .on  tq  a  great  extent ;  and  he  trusted  every  measure 
would  be  adopted  totally  to  prevent  it. 

Mr.  ffUberforce  strongly  supported  the  measure  now 
recommended  to  the  House,  and  b^ged  of  his  honourable 
and  learned  friend  to  accept  of  his  warmest  thanks  for  the 
great  trouble  and  anxiety  he  |iad  shown  in  bringing  the 
matter  before  the  House.  He  hoped,  that  as  they  had  a 
great  deal  to  answer  for  in  allowing  so  horrid  a  traffic  to 
exist  for  such  a  len^h  of  time  in  this  country,  the  House 
would  now  do  all  they  could  to  make  a  compensation  for 
the  evils  they  had  so  long  suffered  to  exist,  by  providing, 
fay  every  means  in  thenr  power, ,  for  its  total  prevention  in 
future.  The  measure  of  his  honourable  and  learned  friend, 
he  trusted,  would  have  this  eSeci.  He  had  no  doubt  it 
woukl  be  unaniipously  agreed  to;  but,  if  it  should  prove 
ineffsetual,  other  measures  must  be  resorted  to. , 

Mr*  Barham  was  sorry  to  understand,  that  the  illicit 
trade  in  Slaves  hail  so  greatly  increased,  that,  if  not  efTectnally 
checked,  it  seemed  as  if  it  would  shortly  exceed  that  Slave 
Tmde  which  had  been  abolished. 

Mr,  Perceval  fully  agreed  in  the  necessity  of  taking 
^very  step  that  should  be  found  necessary  for  totally  stop* 
ping  so  unjust  a  traffic.  He  could  not  suffer  the  business 
to  pass,  however,  without  distinctlv  stating,  that  the 
object  of  the  honourable  and  learned  gentleman,  as  im* 

Srted  to  him,  did  not  go  to  make  the  ofience  a  capital 
ony,  but  one  punisnable  by  transportation  or  imprison* 
ment^ 

Mr.  Brougham  explained,  that  such  was  hisoMect  in 
the  first  instance.  He  should  propose,  transportation  for  any 
period  noit  exceeding  14  years,  or  imprkonmeot  for  not 
more  than  three  nor  less  than  two  yean.  It  was  impos« 
sible,  however,  for  him  to  pledge  himself  that  he  might  not 
afterwards,  if  the  present  measure  was  found  inadequate, 
move  that  the  punishment  be  made  capital. 

Mr*  '^Cannmgf  though  no  person  viewed  tlie  trafSc 
with  more  horror  than  he  did,  was  still  of  opinion,  that 
having  been  so  long  sofiered  to  exist,  the  House  ought 
not  at  once  to  go  the  length  of  punishing  it  with  death; 
To  the  proposition  of  the  honourable  and  learned  gentle* 
man  aa  now  stated  by  him,  he  (Mr.  Canning)  gave  bis 
hearty  assent* 


•/ 
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^  The  mot  ion  was  (hen  put ,  and  carried  nemhe  amtradkctOe  / 
and  Mr*  Rrougbani,  Mr.  WUberforce^  &c.  had  kavela  pre- 
pare^and  bring  in  the  Bill. 

llBSOLXJTIO^   RESPECTING    THE  AnilANGEifENT  OF  TUB 

IRISH  BUSINESS  IN  THE  HOUSE. 

Sir  John  Newport  rose,  pa^snant  to  notice,  to  move  a: 
Resolution,  ordering  that  no  pubKc  Bill  should  pass  thaC 
House,  unless  the  same  interral  should  occur  between  it» 
first  aii»d  second  reading,  which  took  place  between- the  fint 
and  second  rending  of  everj  Irish  prirateBilL  He  said  thai 
it  was  but  fair,  that  the  Irish  shoukl  have  a  fiiir  opportunitjr 
ofknowing  the  exact  state  of  their  public  business  in  that 
House.  This  he  conceived  to  be  impracticable  under  the 
existing  regnlaltonk  There  was  an  Act  then  pending  in  the 
House,  limiting  liie  number  of  persons  concerned  in  stages 
coaches.  This  would  considerably  aiFect  private  property 
in  tolls,  and  would  in  all  probability  be  passed  into  a  law 
before  any  portion  of  those  most  interested  in  its  provisions 
would  know  any  tiling  of  any  such  measures  having  b^en 
agitated.  After  some  further  observations,  he  concluded 
with  moving  the  Resolution  above  staled 
-  Mr.  Fosier  opposed  the  Resolution,  on  the  ground  that 
no  inconvenience  had  arisen  out  of  the  regulation  now  exist- 
ing, and  that  the  one  proposed  would  have  the  efiect  of 
unnecessarily  retarding  the  public  business.  He  objected 
also  to  the  preamble,  tlie  wording  of  which  implied  a  diiect 
censure  on  the  UaioR  between  both  countries^— a  measure- 
which,  although  sincerely  and  strenuously  opposed  by  hiqai 
(Mr.  Foster),  bad  yet  been  cordially,  supported  by  the  right 
honourable  baronet. 

Mr^  Hutchinson  thought  the  objection  of  the  right  honour^ 
able  gentleman  to  the  preamble  rather  sin^ar:  the  pre* 
arable  was  disapproved  of  because  it  censured  a  measure 
which  had  been  supported  by  his  right  honourable  friend* 
Did  that  preamble  state  what  was  not  the  fact,  or.rather  did 
it  not  speak  the  language  of  the  commercial  interests  in 
irefamd  ?  /  Were  not  those  interests  from  day  to  day  in  ever^ 
session  obstructed  and  injured  by  the  pernicious  system  of 
hurry,  precipitance,  and  inadvertence,  which .  marked  all 
their  proceedings  upon  Irbh  questions  ?  One  ground  of  tha 
right  nonourabk  gentleman*^  objection  to  the  proposed  re- 
gulation wasy  that  ao  inconvenience  resulted  from  the  presepi 
Inode.    His  personal  experience  enabled  him  to  set-  the  right 
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hoDoaiable  geotleman  ri^ht  on  tbi^t  bead.     He  had  known 

repeated   instances  in  the  course  of  the  last  and  former 

sessions,  in  ifhich  measures  intolmg  the  interests  of  one 

of  the  fiiBt  commercial  cities  in  the  empire,  the  city  which 

he  had  the  honour  to  represent,  were  rapully  carried  through 

that  House,  though  he  (ftfr.  Hutchinson)  had  made  earnest 

but  inefectual  apfdications  for  time  to  consult  with  his 

constituents  upon  them.     He  had,  then,  no  doubt  that  the 

prcsentmode  was  a  bad  one.    Whether  that  proposed  by  hiar 

right  bonoQiable  friend  could  completely  remedy  the  former, 

r  ,     he  was  not  equally  certain ;  but  sure  he  was  that  some 

chftnge  i^  the  present  liegulation  was  imperiously  necessary  % 

and  as  the  Resolution  proposed  must  in  some  degree  effect 

that  change,  it  should  hare  his  cordial  support. 

Mr.  Parnell  thought  that  the  Irish  people  had  a  right  to 
expect  a  full  and  timely  communication  with  their  repre- 
sentatives upon  all  subjects  affecting  their  interests. 

Mr.  Wellalof  Pole  said,  that  until  some  case  was  made 
out  of  actual  inconvenience  under  the  present  mode,  be 
should  not  vote  for  any  change  \ji  it. 

Mr*  Shaw  (of  Dublin)  said,,  that  he  could  not  aeree  with 
the  right  honourable  eentleman  (Mr.  Pole)  in  tblnKiog  that 
no  inconvenience  bad  resulted  from  the  present  mode.— 
He  bad  had  personal  experience  of  many,  affecting  his  con- 
stituents in  particular,  where  measures  were  hurried  through 
the  House :  amongst  others,  the  Police  BUI  had  not  been 
treated  with  that  Consideration  which  it  called  .for.    {Hear 9 
hearX)    Upon  this  and  many  other  occasions,^  he  himself 
had  in  vain  applied  for  time.    (Hetxrl)   A  striking  instance 
of  the  hurry  and  inadvertence  which  bad  prevailed  in  bur« 
rying  Bills  through  that  House,  without  due  consultation 
with  those  who  were  more  immediately  to  be  affected  by 
them,  was,  that  when  the  Magistrates  were  about  to  en- 
force a  certain  clause  in  the  Wide-street  Commissioners 
Bill,  they  found, .  for  the  first  time,  that  thut  very  clause 
had  been  repealed  by  the  provisions  of  the  Dublin  Coal 
Bill,  passed  the  preceding  session.     (A  lat^h^  and  Hear  f) 
Such  was  the  negligence  and  haste  with  wnich  these  Bills  "^ 
had  been  hurriecTthrough  that  House.    (Hearl) .  Circum- 
stances of  this  nature  could  not  but  create  that  dissatisfac* 
'tion«and  distrust,  which  it  must  be  the  wish  of  every  honest 
man  to  remove.    The  effects  were,  however,  but  too  ob« 
vrous,  and  .the  general  complaint  in  all  the  public  meetings 


9i6  TBB  PABUAMBHTART   ESOISTER.  [0Olf; 

m  DoUin  was,  that  zjny  thiDg  was  attended  to  ia  the  House 
of  Commons  but  Irish  bnsinesi.    (Hear  !) 

The  Chancellor  of  ike  Exchequer  was  sorprised  to  bear 
the  honourable  gentleman  who  spoke  last  select  the  Dub* 
lin  Police  Bill  as  an  instance  of  that  hurrj  and  neglect  of 
which  he  had  complained.  That  Bill  was  brought  into  the 
House  some  time  before  Easter^  and  was  not  passed  into  a 
law  till  some  time  after  Eftster.  What  had  appeared  so 
Tery  absurd  in  the  repeal  of  the  clause  of  the  Wrde-street 
Commissioners  &ill  by  the  Dublin  Coal  Bill»  would  not  he 
thought  so  extraordinary ,when  it  was  known  that  the  Wide^ 
street  Commissioners  fund  was  principally  supplied-  bf  uftsl^ 
product  of  a  duly  on  coals;  here,  howeriery  it  was  etident, 
that  the  honourable  gentleman^s  observations  could  not  ap« 
ply»  because  that  Bill  was  a  private  Bill,  and  iherefore  ibi 
delay  could  not  have  been  owing  to  those  alleged  incon- 
veniencies  which  the  resolution  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
meant  to  remedy. 

Mr.  ShaWm  in  explanation,  said  he  meant  the  Paving: 
Bill. 

Mr,  Croker  disapproved  of  their  prescribing  limits  to 
their  own  discretion,  and  throwing  such  a  slur  and  censure 
on^their  past  proceedings,  as  to  pronounce  themselves  guilty 
of  the  hurry  and  neglect  imputed  to  them. 

Sir  John  Newport  then  replied,  staling  shortly,  that  if  he 
was  an  enemy  to  (he  legislative  union— if  he  wasan  enemy 
to  the  joint  prosperity  of  both  countries,  he  should  wish 
that  every  measure,  such  as  that  he  now  proposed,  should 
be  rejected  ;  but  as  be  was  the  reverse  of  all  this,  he  hoped 
it  would  be  acdeded  to. 

Mr.  Foiter  said,  that  the  Tax  Bill  alluded  to  was  brought 
into  the  House  on  the  6th  of  February,  and  received  the 
Royal  assent  on  the  1.5th  of  June.  The  session  ended  the  ' 
9lstof  Jui^e.  Was  this  hurried  ?  The  accounts  are  laid 
before  Parliament  in  March,  and  the  Irish  Chancellor  is 
precluded  from  entering  upon  the  loan  till  the  whole  amount 
shall  be  ascertained,  and  the  quota  for  Ireland  fixed  on.— - 
The  next  thing  objected  to  was  the  Stage-Coach  Toll  Act. 
The  tolls  of  two  roads  in  Ireland  were  farmed  out  to  indi* 
viduals,  who  were  aggrieved  by  the  Bill.  The  pliblic^  how- 
ever, would  not  have  complained  of  it.  The  last  case,  the 
Liquorice  Bolls  duty,  was  merelv  a  slight  arithmetical  error. 
As  to  the  complaint  of  the  neglect  ot  Irish  buskiess  in  tli^ 


Hoase,  tkia  neglect  was  sold/  impatable  t^  tb6  Irisli  mem* 
bers  themselves* 

Mr,  HuiehimsoH  said,  it  was  contrary  to  the  practice  of 
the  House*  as  well  as  iodelicate,  to  come  forward  with  in* 
dhidual  ijistances;  but  it  was  consistent  with  his  know* 
Iedge»  that,  as  representing  m  great  commercial  citj;  com- 
plaints had  been  frequent!^  made  to  hidi,  bj  his  constitu- 
ents, of  Bills  affecting  tlieir.  commercial  interests  passing 
in  a  hurried  manner  through  the  House.  He  could  pro- 
duce numerous  letters  on  the  subject,  couched  in  very  vio* 
lent  terms.  He  defended  the 'conduct  of  the  Irish  mem- 
bers from  the  attack  which  was  made  on  them  by  the  Irish 
Chancellor. 

Mr.  Croktr  said«  that  tlie  bon.  gentleman  who  spoke  last 
had  takeu  an  effectual  way  to  itvoid  betn/^  contradicted. — 
He  wraps  himself  up  in  a  certain  mysterious  dignity,  and ' 
tells  the  House  that  nothing  shall  ever  wrench  a  single  fact 
PMt  of  him.    (Laughter*) 

Sir  John  Newport  explained  • 

After  a  few  words  from  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
|ind~Sir  Johp  Newport,  the  House  divided,  when  the  nuui* 
hers  were. 

For  the  motion        -    29        Against  it        •      74 
Majority         -         ..         -        45 

The  Slave  Trade  Bill  was  read  a  first  time. 

ADJOURNED     DEBATE    WITH     RBSPECT    TO  ORDEES   AV9 

JiOTlCES. 

Jfr.  fVMiiread  rose,  for  the  purpose  of  objecting  to  the 
nrrangement  proposed  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
opposite.  He  considered  that  it  would  produce  muck  in- 
con  venience,  and  that  it  went  directly  to  subvert  public  li- 
berty, by  placing  (he  business  of  that  House  at  the  disposal 
of  the  Minister  of  the  ^j*  (Hear  !  hear  /)  He  wished  to 
know,  bad  any  additional  trouble  to  Ministers  arisen  in  this 
session^  which  rendered  such*  an  innovation  necessary?-^ 
Three  such  sessions  as  the  three  last  could  not  properly  be 
antidpated;  They  were  distinguished  by  tedious  and  pub- 
lic examinations  dt  their  bar,  a  circumstance  which  bad 
not  been  known  for  twenty  years  before.  The  right  ho« 
ooorable  gentleman  pretended  that  he  was  compelled  x^ 
propose  this  innovation  by  the  additional  pressure  of  public 
business ;  but  the  fact  was,  that  this  pressure  was  owing  to 
fbe  right  hot)ourable  gentleman  himself^  who  decreased  the 
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•ession  as  the  urgency  augmented.  Parliament  was  con- 
Tened  at  a  later  period  since  the  Union  than  before'  it,  un- 
der the  pretence  of  conveniencing  the  Irish  members ;  and 
it  was  prorogued  at  the  usual  time,  under  the  pretence  of 
conveniencing  the  members  in  general;  so  that  here  they 
had  the  increased  business^  and  the  decreased  time ;  and 
the  necessary  consequence  was,  that  the  Ministers  were 
obliged  to  propose  an  innovation,  rn  order  to  countenance 
their  own  delay.  The  act  of  the  English  Chancellor  of  the 
Excheouer,  in  hastily  proroguing  Parliament,  was  quoted 
by  the  Irish  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  as  bis  excuse  for 
hurry ;  and  thus  it  appeared  that  the  apology  of  the  one 
Minister  must  pre^suppose  the  culpability  of  the  other.-—  • 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was  the  last  man  in  that 
House  who  ought  to  excuse  himself  for  hastily  proroguing 
th(s  session,  on  the  ground  of  convenience  to  the  House,  as- 
hie  bimJBelf,  to  answer  his  cfwn  private  ends,  had  actually 
kept  them  sitting  to  the  middle  of  -,  at  a  very  great 

general  inconvenience.  If  this  regulation  should  be  car- 
ried, a  great  many  supplementary  ones  must  follow^  For 
instanoe,  they  must  resolve  that  the  orders  of  the  day  should 
be  called  over  in  succession,  that  no  Bill  likely  to  provoke 
discussion  should  be  introduced  after  ten  o'clock ;  and  they 
must  abo  come  to  a  regulation  as  to  tlie  priority  of  Money . 
Bills.  He  would,  however,  oppose  the  innovation,  tn 
Smine^  on  the  simple  ground  of  its  giving  the  Crown, 
through  its  Ministers,  a  control  over  the  House.  He  beg* 
^ed  pardon  for  thus  re*stating  the  difficulties  which  stOM 
in  the  way  of  this  proposition;  but  really  there  were  so 
many  members' who  could  not  see  them,  and  so  many  mora 
whom  it  was  hard  to  make  comprehend  them,  such  reeapiir 
tulation  was  necessary. 

.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  contended,  that  such 
sin  arrangement  as  lie  had  proposed  was  necessary  to  avoid 
tbeinconvenietices  which  had  occurred  last  session.  With 
respect  te  what  the  honourable  gentleman  had  said,  of  his 
wanting  to  hasten  the  conclusion  bf  the  session,  it  was  not 
his  inconvenience  he  had  alluded  to,  but  that  of  the  men^ 
bers  of  the  House,  who  certainly  could  not  be  induced  to 
atH'nd  at  a  late  period  of  the  session.  It  had  been  sugr 
gestcd,  that  it  would  be  better  to  have  this  regulation  by  an . 
understanding  of  the  House.  It  might  be  so,  but  to  that 
4he  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Whitbread)  oBjepted  as 
viuch  as  to  the  other.    As  to  having  tbe  disposal  of  threat 


days  in  the  week^  he  was  williDg  to  concede  that»  and  to^ 
take  Monday!  and  ^rid^s*  leaving,  the  Wednesday  open 
for  orders  in  which  diere^  wcf^U  be  no  discussion,  and  such 
notices  as  might  1^  :fi||^  for  thai  dair;'«7and  he  hoped  by 
thus  giving  up  the  VVedoesday,  the  House  would  be  in« 
dnced  toadopthisBMHiob;  •   '  ' 

« Mr.  C  .^Wis  mi', .  wt^n  a  bad  precedent  was  first  at« 
lemptedj  k  ought  tp  be  apposed..  He  did.notlil^e  to  dor 
part  from  the  ancient  rules  of  the  House ;  and  i^  fcpnsiil^ , 
ing;  the  Joarn^)s  he  foi^d  the^pr^pit  prsctice  orj^joated 
with  our  ancestprsy  from  ,tne  maxim,  that  r^iess  o^  griev- 
'ances  should  precede  the  granting  supplies*  .  Motions  were 
|br  grievances,  and  prd^  C|f;thq  day  for  sypplies^  These 
rules  had  been  $dherea  to  w\(houl  any  ipconirenience  liU 
Very  lately— -that  it  had  Become  a  fasliion  to  make,  the  ses- 
sion slrarter^.  aiid  yet^pa^.  ipfc^re  Bills  in  it.  In  179f^ 
Parliament  s^  J27  jveeks^  And .  passed  94  acts.  Ici  1808 
it  sat  £5$  we^i,  and  p^fsed  152  acts.  Miaistersbada^ 
opportubTty  of  proroguing  Parli^oient  whenever  they 
pleased,  apd  p[iigfu  get  rid  of  all  notices  then  to  be  bipught 
forward,  however  iqiportant*    He  therefore  objected  to  the 

motion*     '^  ,    \  '      ,  '  .    .   ' 

Jtfrl  BasiarJt  in  answer  to  wha^was  said  by,  the  Chan« 
cxllor  of  ihe  Exchequer^  that  .members  could  not  ^  in- 
duced to  attend  towards  the  end  of  a  sessiou,  said,  they  were 
sent  there  to  do 'the  business  of  the  coundy,  and  if  it  re- 
quired them  to  stay  a  whole  year,  they  were  bound  to  do 
so.  He  believed  tne  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  wanted 
to  expedite  the  business  of  the  Crown ;  but  he  (Mr.  Bastard) 
was  to  )oo|c  to  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  people ;  and 
to  the  present  practice  was  framed  tor  the  benefit  of  tr^osa 
rights  and  privileged,  he  should  object  to  the  motiop  which 
Went  to  change  them.  '''^  \    \ 

•  Mr.  Canmng  thought  there  were  incoovenUnces  on  both 
sides;'  but  he  was  for  giving  .it  the  trtlll  of  a  session,  and 
should  vote  for  the  motion. 

Mr.  W.  Elliot  was  against  the  motion,  and  scouted  the 
word  *'  Nt>titte''  as  altogether  nnparlikmentary. ' 

A  division  took  place.  ...  .    '       *  - 

^Aycs      •-     '.     88        Noes-     •-'  :  •^^^'^Sfr-    . 

Adjoumtid.^  ''  '•    '>'  "''^^  *"*''  "•  ^ 

vot.  11^1811.    •  ■  •  ;;n*-; ;  ''";?•:':..;:.::  '',:• 
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1»0U5B  OP  IpWJS, 

'    JIBi  INfftfr  md  19V  C^^n^MT  wcfe  heard  ift  te^^ 
^ve^oto  ofth«  ndntititbtlkj  o{  %jtdj  Clonooirpr  lettar  of 

f%r  LgrJtCiomeelhr  Tgiw€ w^-  ifte  fipcts  of  tlie  ctee  m  fije 
«i  Uk  tetter  wss  eo«iceriied|,  «iid  eoncluded,  JVom  the  pe- 
«^kr  eirsomsuneet  of  tl^tt  letter,  eoopnd  with  Ladf 
Cloncarry^  dtcbratioo^  H^atit  iriit>tnede  ander  a  pfeouie 
^  KifKiveneii,.  thit  the  mUt  l^^ef  qii^e  w>t  to  be  re- 

i:efvl  Xi^W  thejoght  tlliit  tkcji  o«|^  Qot  eotiffely 
jterffVcfin-therulet  and  rei^rdiita  tbe^esbied  in  these  c$sei 
ill  rile  Beelesiiigtical  ObuiCtf  He  1iil|y  oonemted  in  the  op{«^ 
tHofift  of  hi»  noble  and  feemedlpieiMi.  ' 

The  adtriMop  of  the  lener  Wat  theni  oegadTed*  Tbe  fiir> 
liler  pfoceedingt  were  adjouroM  till  IWdaj. 

The  Eycbe^iar  Bill|  &c.  wept  throo^uba  Cbwttitiee 

AdipQriied*  y " 


mm 


iiOQSfi  Off  COMIIQNS. 

Ob  Ae  ifi^taQn  heHis  9^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  reeding  of  tbu 

Mr.  Dnie9  Giddy  said,  that  he  had  mW  eUec^^t  t9 
thii  Bill ;  but  wl»  opon  tb^  preasnt  lUUi  of  i^U  V  cQd  not 
intend  to  divide  th^  ^omiiie..  Ue  objeoted  (o  tbe  ppaipetir 
iion  which  was  to  be  set  op  between  {^mM\e^  find  t,^  i^^^S^' 
)^j|fUMro(^ineo.  If  the  ews  which  ha  apprcfien^ied  were 
found  to  leiuU  fxom  the  9iU|  be  would  u^<9¥/i^  iMC  it;^ 
lepeal. 

Mtff^  Qvivm  cgneei^  that  it  was  a  great  bmd3bip  on 
joornejpaBeBt  thai  when  tbej  «mre  (table  to  s^eb  sfiaere^pa- 
■Mbnients  ibr  oombtaalions,  tbeie  was  no  provision  made, 
«or  aaj  appeal  open  io^hm,  to  deterinip^;  ^h^her  tbcii* 
demaops  were  fefifK)nable  or  not* 


&1  •wnr.  tit 

Jif •  JEtfif  wdt  tticre  bad  been  Aart  w&km  Abtarbances 
mnd  tat)BX  itijarv  done  t6  the  property  of  the  masters  io  chii 
trad^  hy  c6mbioatiods  nfJotitMjmeh.  Whatever  gene- 
t»l  pirift$!|^l^  appRed  lo  nie  case  of  masters  and  journey- 
ueo,  should  be  the  ftmndatioo  of  a  geaeral  lav>  and  not 
applied  excltrtivety  td  tbis  trade. 

5i>  John  Sc^tpori  and  Mr.  PmnM,  objected  to  the  prin- 
ciple of  Fafliament  aiteaiqpthij;  |)ermanently  to  settle  xhi 
•fat<^  of  wuea  in  any  trade. 

The  BiB  uras^hea  tead  ailM  time  Md  piiifed. 

cavnouc  taoiBMaa;        . 

Jtf^.  1?m¥tM  gave  notice,  that  h^  sbonfd  fMve  Tor  ^ 
^laoae  io  be  imrodnced  in  the  Irish  M  mmy  Act,  to  protect 
%oman  Catholic  soldiers  From  behig  compelled  to  attend 
divine  worship  io  the  estabKsbed  churches.  He  moved  now 
^or  a  CO0  Gf  the  general  Otters  jpdbUsbed  io  Ireland  upon 
Ihia  io^ptetr-^ideped. 

Mr.  W%artfm  tooled,  ibat  fhfc  BMse^oiM  fesot^  i^ 
Keif  into  a  Committee  6f  Supply. 

Jiff.  Cretuy  could  not  avoid  taking  notice  of  the  mode 
%y  whicb  it  had  been  settled  yesterday,  that  the  oftiers  cf 
tte  day  sbodild  on  some  days  bate  precedence  of  nbtices. 
He  had  bimself  complmied  of  the  way  that  Motiejr  Bills 
bad  often  been  paned  \ti  that  Hotise,  and  at  a  tmie  that 
A^  iirere  not  ex'pected ;  but  this  was  hot  the  manner  io 
whicSi  that  evil  was  to  bb  reifaedied.  As.by  this  regulation 
the  W0^  of  bringing  ^rward  motions  or  notices  was 
mucD  amaited,  be  #odd  not  conceive  rhimseff  iti  fbturb 
bound  to  give  snAy  notice  ctf*  ^  nnaKton*  fitery  mem(kt  uf 
the  Boobe  l>kad  ^o  itihetent  right  «o  briitg  ifbrword  a  moriob 
at  any  tbine  he  mtj^ht  think  fit,  wkhoot  any  notice  at  alt.-« 
)By  vTiitne  df  that  right,  be  stibald  now  ntove,  ad  an  amencK^ 
mem,  that  aH  the  words  after'*'  ihat,*  in  the  origina:!  mb^ 
tioDi  sbbqrld  be  left  oat,  and  die  following  words  inserted^ 
^  tlie  Hodse  idiould,  on  this  i«f  fortnight,  take  into  coo- 
aideratibn  i!be-€aci4l  danes.  and  fees  #f  the  two  Tellets 
bf  the  fixchequer*  the  JAarquis  of  JfaclUAgbam  and  ^ 
l£arl  Camden.*^ 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Swdhe^^ir  skid,  tlitrt  It  was  aasf 
to  ^eMsNre  that  the  bonoutiO^le  gAtkmA  hadfmM^t  foS- 
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wani  this  motioa  wUliout  Dotice^in  oooaequenoeof  hisbeiog^ 
displeased  at  the  re^I'dioo  recitniiy  adopted  by  the  Ifouse 
ifitb  respect  (9  orders  and  noticai.  He  would  nt^hr  admit 
that  every  member  had  ah  inherent  right  to  briog  forward  a 
motion  whenever  he  thou^lit  iiXo\Vfr^  without  g\YWg  any 
notice.  In  some  matters  oT  great  urgency,  it  was  necessaiy 
tUiat  this  rich t  ahould  be  exercised;  but  in  oilier  cases  it  way 
j^Tiden'tly  ror  the  general  convenience  that  notices 'should  be 

f'ven,  and  such  bad  been  the  constant  practice  of  the  Home, 
he  motion  of  the  honourable  gentleman  was  ceftainTy  liot 
of  a  very  pressing  nature^  for  it  was  little  more  than  a  notice, 
that  on  this  day  fortnight  he  would  do  sofnethifigtir  other* 
It  appeared  to  him,  that  whenever  (he  business  was,h6t  very 
pressmg  in  point  of  time^  tf^ert;  should  be.  previous  notice 
given  of  a  motion. 

Mr.  Tiernejf  supposed  that  this  motion  had  been  brought 
by  his  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Greevey)  merely  for  thjb  purpose 
of  trying  the  ri^ht.  He  would  say,  for  his  own  part,  that 
be  would  not^  m  future  concefve  himself  bound  by  any 
courtesy  jta  ^e  House,- to  -^give^any  previous  no^ce  of  a 
motioo.  He,  however,  spoke  pretty  disinlerest^Jy  on  this 
subject ;'  for  .he  was  sure^  that  in  the  last  ten  years,  he  had 
not  givep  above  five  or  six  notices,  anfl  was  not  very  likdy 
to  trouble  »tbe  House  much  in  tiiat.way.  Whe(i,^owever9 
some  4iJr  the  Tights  of  the  MembeiB  ^d  been  taken  from  (h^m 
by  the  string,  arm  of  power^  it  t^ecame  more  necessary  for 
them,  to  cling  to  what  bad  been  left  them.  The  right  hon. 
Igpentleman  (Mr.  Perceval  J  had  certainly  not  had  any  reason 
^n  the  course  of  this  session  to  diM^over  that  this  regulatioa 
was  peccssarjr. .  It  seemed  that  what  had  passed  last  session 
bad  made  that  gentleman  completely  lose  his  temper.  (Mr. 
Perceval  here  expressed  dissent).  He  knew  that  the  right 
)iOBourable  gentleman  had  as  good  a  temper  as  any  roan  ; 
J)ut  it  was  enough  to  try  the  temper  of  any  Minister*  not 
only  to  be  krpt  out  of  his  bed  nighi  after  night,  as  he  had 
been*  buf  to  be  s6  often  left  in  minorities.  {Afaugh). 

\Mr.  Hilherforce  BSiid^  that  he  bad  voted  for  (he  regular* 
.tion  last  night  as  a  matter  of  experiment.  In  the  course,  of 
}ast  session  maity  very  important  measures  were  necessarily 
liunied  through  the  House,  without  such  discustdoh  as  their 
importance  required.  It  was  bis  wish  that  measures  really 
.of  a  public  nature  should  have  more  time  allowed  for  th^ 
discussion  than  was  given  tn  the  last  session.  *  ^    ' 
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Mr*  PonsaiAy  said,  that  if  at  tbe  cloie  of  the  session  some 
public  business  was  hurried  over  with  lesa  discussion  than 
niH^t  have  been  wished,  it  must  be  recollected  that  those 
isentlemen  who  sat  on  his  side  of  the  House  knew  nothing  oi 
the  time  when  the  Session  would  begin,  or  when  it  would 
terminate.  Fibm  their  is|norance  of  the  time  when  the  session 
*woald  close,  they  mignt  be  indnoed  to  give  notices  of 
motions,  which  they  would  not  haye  brought  forward  if  the/ 
had  had  that  knowledge. 

Sir  Francis  BurdeU  was  of  opinion, -tliat  many  of  the. 
motions  brought  on  upon  notices  were  fully  as  important  as 
any  of  the  oraers  of  the  day.  He  apprehended,  however, 
that  his  honourable  friend  (  Mr.  Creevey  )  had  not  intended 
to  divide  the  House  at  present  upon  his  motion,  but  merely 
1o  assert  his  right  as  a  member  to  bring  forward  a  motion 
"without  any  previous  notice. 

Mr,  Creevey f  then,  with  the  leave  of  the  House,  withdrew 
his  amendment. 

Mr.  Whkbreud  gave  notice,  that  l^s  would  move  for 
another  isolation  with  respect  to  the  orders  of  the  day. 
The  object  of  his  motion  would  be,  that  they  should  come 
on  in  regular  succession,  and  that  no  business  respecting 
money  bills  should  be  gone  into  after  ten  o'clock. 

Mr.  Wharton  then  l>rought  forward  resolutions  for  mt»« 
cellaneous  services,  and  stated,  that  if  there  was  any  likely 
€o  produce  a  long  discussion,  he  would  wish  to  postpmro 
them.  The  first  sum  was,  — 9988O/.  for  Dissenting  Minis- 
ters  in  England  and  Ireland,  which  was  agreed  to — iRjlOOL 
for  the  confining  and  employment  of  convicts  at  home. — 
),SS8/.  5^.  id*  for  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  St.  Martin.— 
(k  resolution  for  granting  1017/.  i\s.  9d,  to  make  good  the 
deficiency  of  the  grant  for  prosecutions,  was  postponed  till 
Frklay  next.]  4,000/.  for  prosecutions  relative  to  the  coin. 
— 5,(XM)/.  for  fees  on  passing  pnblic  accounts. — 175,000/.  for 
-foreigfn  and  other  secret  service  money.— *S0,000/.  for  law 
4:hai]ges.«— 12,000/.  for  expences  of  the  Bow-street  Pulioe- 
oflkse. 

Mr.  M.  J.  Tayhr  objected  tothemngnitude of  thesum, 
OS  the  complainants  at  the  office  were  always  obliged  to  pay 
▼erv  liberal  fees^ 

Mr.  ^Aar^oM  observed  that  the  sum  proposed  was  the 
vrgnbur  annual  grant  to  the  establishment. 
<-  >  After  some  further  conversation,  the  vote  was  agreed  to. 

31^000/.  for  printing  the  Lords' Journals.--^  9^600/.  for 
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jflcideRtal  print  infi^  expenbet-^^fifiSO/.  ibr  aUarin  to  oaitaia 
fofficen  of  both  Houses.  ^ 

Oil  the  Speaker  taking  the  Chairs  m  Committeo  fbr  ean» 
deriag  the  doty  oa  Woits  «Qd  llatfhet  nas  appointed  fiir 


The  Matnijr  Bill  ivas  raad  a  firat  limt)  aad  ordeiad  to  ba 
jt  secoad  iuM  to-monrow.— •AdjouUKd- 


HOUSE  OF  LORtJS. 
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The  Conumttee  of  Privileges  proceeded  in  the  caie  otiSbe 
Berkelev  Peerage,  Mr.  Serjeant  Best  and  Sir  Samuel  Romillv^ 
Counsel  for  the  Claimant,  the  Attorney-General  for  toe 
Crown*  and  the  Solicitor-General  for  the  younger  aon  of  the 
Uie  £arl  of  Berkeley,  bom  after  the  l6ih  of  iluj^  1796.    f 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

THtianAT,  MABCH  Y. 
CAPITAL   FDNiaiinENTS. 

Sir  Smnuel  Romiliy  brought  in  a  bill  fbr  aniending  A 
much  of  a  BiH  as  made  thecrime  of  stealing  cloth  in  a  bhacb- 
ing-ground  in  Ireland,  felony  without  benefit  of  clergy.  Hte 
also  brought  in  a  bill  for  a  similar  purpose  respeoling  saeh 
t>fiences  coriimitted  in  Engllind.  Thry  were  severally  reUd 
a  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  tinie«a  this 
^ay  se'nntght. 

SUITORS  IK   CBAVCERT. 

Mr,  Taylor  rose  to  make  his  promised  motion  respecting 
Suitors  in  Chancery.  He  was  aware  that  proceedings  had! 
been  commenced  in  another  place,  for  the  purpose  of  reasedy* 
.ing  the  evils  which  bad  been  so  long  and  so  severtiy  ieit  by 
Suitors  in  Equity,  and  those  parties  who  came  Mbit  the 
appeUate  jurisdiction  of  the  other  House  of  ParlianuBat»  H 
'  was  admitted  that  gross  abases  had  prevailed^  and  in  stating 
this,  he  would  be  understood,  as  ia  tio  way  itnpating  blania 
io  the  Judges  of  the  respective  Courls^^they  were  not  to 
i)kime ;  but  thegcievaneefe  arising  ftom  the  delay  )sf  jiiiticei 


mate  not  <he  las  tessible  on  that  account  to  all  tboai^  Vfhm& 
wfongs  nmained  nnremedied.  If  howerer,  Irithout  wishinj^ 
to  iateiftra  w Jth  praooeadinfiss  taken  up  elsewhere,  a  ckar 
MM  should  be  nkadeout  to  the  House,  of  the  existence  and 

adtfitude  of  these  qjiuses^  he  thought  the  House  would  be 
edapon  ta apply  a  remedj — his  object,  in  the  first  in* 
staioey  was  to  asoeitain  the  exutence  of  (hose  abuses,  by  the 
app^iiitisig  9i  a  Committee  to  search  the  Joumab  of  the 
aCber  Ibvie.    If  the  lesult  of  that  imjiairy  should  be,  num* 
bevlcBS  injttttes  constantly  fesultinff  to  indiridoals  fiom  the^ 
dday  of  justice*  the  House  would, lie  should  think,^  make  na 
delajr  in  applying  a  remedy;  the  languaj^  of  the  great 
Charter  was — ifuUi  differamus  justitiam,  nuUinegamus — s^ 
pvincipie  wMch,'under  the  existing  r^ulations,  *it  was  im^ 
possible  for  SuHors  in  Equity,  in  general,  to  see  verified.    It 
waa  but  {o#  willl  known  that  nothinj?  was  more  commou> 
Hian  persona  evimniencing  miin  in  Chancery  which  -  they 
haw  not  sumved ;  nor  was  it  less  fieqaent  to  see  persons 
qMndifig  iu  an  «^ity  suit,  aftumenced  for  the  attainment 
&  an  oi:9ect  perhaps  comparatively  trifling,  the  greater 
part  of  a  considemble  property,,  before  they  had  obtained  ai^  ^ 
inquestionable  rights    Tnis  had  been  unfortunately  too 
IcMiff  the  eharactev  of  suits  in  Chaucery ;  but  how  mast* 
•QcS  delay  hafve  been  increased  by  the  progressive  increase 
of  business.     In  1731,  when  Lord  Chancellor  Talbot  pre*-* 
sided  in  that  Courts  the  bankruptcies  amounted  to  160  ;  in 
Me^year  1809,. to  llttX,  and  for  this  year,  notwithstanding 
cU  they  bad  heard  of  the  national  prosperitv>  the  bankrupt-' 
cieB  amounted  to  SMP.    The  basiness  of  Lord  Eldon  now^ 
oompased  -with  that  of  Lord  Hardwicke  at  any  time,  wa^ 
BOi  S03ay  tmhled,  but  mther  four  or  five  times  greater.  *  He 
Imow  Chat  there  could  be  no  man  more  anxious  to  do  hia^ 
^doty  to  the  pi^blie  than  Lord  Eldon,  or  would  labour  tnore 
te^^ke  every  man  redrass ;  but  the  thing  was  impossible ;  it* 
Ma  net  'witbitt  the  power  of  any  one  man  to  do  it.     What 
would 4he  House  think  of  th'eeseessive  pressure  of  business;^ 
.  when  h6l  4c4d  them  that  there  were  now  waiting  to  be  heard 
900 appeals?  al  the  average  of  tbiKeen  causes  a^ear,  twenty: 
iMan  would  not  dispose  of  them.     He  did  not  fix  personal 
Wame  any  where  for  this  "arrear  of  business,  for  it  would  not 
be  frfar  to  do  so ;  but  he  tboi^ht  blnme  must  rest  ^ome^ 
ilM^;  if  abuses  predudive  of  soch  general-  injustice  werr 
not  remedied,  (Jaearlfm  active  Housieof  Commons,  or 
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vbatXuiff  James  called  a  meddling  Plurlianieiftt  voald  b9 
the  most  direct  and  efficient  instrument  id  e^Ktirpatiag  auck 
abuses  altogether*  He  wisbed^  therefore^  thd  House  to  teka 
it  up.  He  wanted  no  innovation-— be  had  no  favoiuite 
scheme,  all  Uiat  he  had  to  say  now  was,  that  the  existence  of 
great  abuses  was  obriouSf  and  that  tbey .  should  lose  no 
time  in  considering  of  the  best  manner  to  mnedy  them*  Ho 
did  not  want  to  ^eparate  the  office  of  JUoid  ijike^r  firom 
that  of  Prolocutor  of  the  othfv  House ;  but  something  ought 
to  be  done  1o  decide  between  that  office  and^  twp  .or  more 
Judgest  the  great  and  pressing  business  lof  the  Court  of 
Chancery ;  so  great  had  been  that  pressure;^'  joined  with  thb 
oth^r  duties  of  the  Chancellor,  that  but  9ne  great  cause  had 
been  decided  in  the  course  of  last  Term.  Ttie  Master  of  th^ 
Rolls,  than  whom  there  was  none  moie  isnpable  or  oioii 
assiduous,  (Hearl)  had  now  lOO  causes:  upo«  his-  papers 
But  there  was  here  one  consideraiion  of  Qosn^  importance, 
that  as  there  were  some  causes  which  might  wait,  so  ^then^ 
were  others  which  could  not  wait  without  rnii^  to  the  partiesir 
Here  Mr.  Taylor  put  cases  to  the  House,  where  delay  would 
be  ruinous,  os  in  that  of  a  widow  being  legatee,  wheie  hei 
kte  husband  was  the  testator,  and  the  question  for  the  Couii 
WHS  whether  the  legacy  barred  her  dower,  her  delicacy  might 
reduce  her  to  absolute  want,  and  yet  it  might  not  be  posMk 
to  decide  the  question  durinis?  her  life%  Another  /Ciase  in 
which  deky  m|ght  prove  equally  fatal,  was  in  that  of 
children  claiming  in  right  of  marriago-settkments,' and  of 
their  father's  will.  Here  the  qurstion  of  compamtive  daimy 
that  was,  w  hether  the  property  left  by  will  was  not, 
the  language  of  the  law,  in  satisfaction  of  that  arising  oul 
the  marriage  settlement,  might  not  be  decided  till  the  parlieB 
immediately  concerned  had  died,  or  spent  a  great  pajpt  ,of 
their  lives  in  penury.  A  third  case  r^at^^ta  benefioaliiiiy 
lerests  in  leases,  in  which  the  lease  might  •  e^^pire  befose  the 
inlerpsf  bad  been  determined.  But  what  he  wished  to  press 
on  the  House  was,  that  nothing  had  as  yet  been  done  towards 
remedying  these  evib  in  another  place,  thou^i  eight  months 
had  elapsed  since  notice  had  been  given  of  proceedings  for 
that  purpose.  After  citing  some  otiier  cascsy  the  bonoimble 
gentleman  concluded  with  moving,  *^  That  a  Committee  be 
appointed  to  examine  the  Journals  of  the  House  of  Xdrds} 
and  report  the  number  of  Appeals  Jieaid,and  prpreadings 
hud  thereon,  for  the  last  four  years.* ....  .,.  { .     ; 


5.  ^-«  ^ 


■*..    „ 


»    f' 


M    4 


.  n- 


ttAAcB  to  ttntofti  itr  l;HAHt«ftt«  tST 

The  Ckanedhr  of  the  Exoheauer^  aftor  cmnplifiieiitiog 
tb^  fcofioumble  gietitteman  upon  tne  oandour  and  propriety 
with  which  he  called  the  attention  of  the  House  to  that  ftub^ 
^ed,  suggested  vhat  he  conceived  to  be  the  impTOprietr  of 
intcsferiiur  iwith  the  proceedings  in  their  ptofrnaB  in  another 

Elaoe*  He  thonght  their  first  object  should  be  to  a8certa|i| 
ow  the  fippellant  jurisdiction  should  be  expedited)  what^ 
e?er  r<^ula(ion  he  adopted,  it  must  be  of  a  legi^atiYe  nature ; 
and  ifbeh  it  was  considered,  that  it  was  a  subject  of  great 
intricacy,  and)  as  ootaneoted  with  the  appellant  jurisdiction 
of  another  place^  it  mi^ht  be  thought  perhaps  adrisable  io 
suffer  the  remedy  to  onginate  there^  or  nt  least  not  to  take  it 
out  of  their  hands.  With  respect  to  the  delay  which  had 
been  complained  of,  respecting  the  proceedings  of  another 
•Jdaoe,  the  eight  months  could  not  be  reckoned  wtthip  the 
parliamentary  year,  as  tbe  greater  part  of  them  had  psMil 
rinoe  the  sei^ions  ended. 

Mr.  Adam  admitted  that  almost  every  person  felt  tbe 
grievanoe  which  had  arrisen  from  the  diktoriness  of  this 
proceedmgft  particularly  in  the  Hi^h  Court  of  Appeal^  and 
in  the  Court  of  13hancery.  To  obviMe  the  evils  much'  had 
been  promised,  but  as  yet  nothing  iiad  been  dohe,  ezoept  tbe 
division  which  had  been  effected  in  the  Court  of  Sessibn  in 
Scotland,  where  much  remained  to  be  still  executed.  As  tho 
grievance  was  very  pressing ;  as  it  had  continued  for  a  Imgth 
of  time;  as  sio  remedy  had  yet  been  applied;  it  was  liis 
opmion  that  the  House  should  not  abandon  its  duty,  ^t  the 
same!  time  that  it  was  anxious  io  act  with  every  deconim 
towards  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature4  To  accomidka 
that  otgect,  be  proposed^  as  an  Amendment,  that  the  debates 
dioukl  be  adjourned  to  that  day  three  weeks^^a  course  of 
f>rao0eding  wfatoh  would  prove  to  the  public  that  the  House 
had  not  forgot  that  it  possessed  a  concurrent  jurisdiction^ 
although  it  awaited  the  result  of  those  laeasures  of  redress 
which  were  understood  to  be  in  contemplation  in  tlie  qtiiu 
branch  of  the  Legislature. 

Mr.  Simson  went  into  a  variety  of  details  to  prove,  thai 
the  diftfent  officers  pf  tbe  Court  pf  J^uity  had  fidly  dis« 
diarged  their  duties,  and  that  the  delay  was  oocafipned  by 
the  pressure  of  bus^riess  which  the  great  iocreasp  ai  C99lme^^ 
cial  wealth  had  introduced. 

Sir  S.  RomiUtf  stated,  that  being  present  when  such  a 
discussion  had  occurred,  it  was  natural  that  he  should  be 
anxious  to  state  Uie  reasons  for  his  vote.     That  vote  would 
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be  for  the  original  question,  in  case  tbe  motion  for  adjoom- 
'  mcnt  was  n6t  carried.  Perhaps,  to  prerent  any  miwepresen-r 
tati(Hi  of  bis  motives,  it  was  better  to  state  what  were  not  his 
motives  rather  than  what  they  were,  in  supporting  the  pro^ 
position.  He  bad  no  conception  that  any  imputation  was 
mtended  either  directly  or  indirectly  against  the  noble  and 
learned  Lord.  If  such  an  object  was  intended,  from  hh 
knowledge  of  the  Court  wliere  he  presided,  it  was  totally  nmr 
called  for.  There  never  was  a  ChanoeUor  who  liad.  mooe 
endeared  himself  to  the  Bar,  by  an  uniform  attention  to  thek 
suggestions  and  their  feelings,  than  that  noble  and  learned 
Lord — there  never  was  a  Judge  betterqualified  to  discharge 
the  functions  of  his  high- office.  He  would  not  only  say 
that  he  (Lord  Eldon)  never  bad  been  surpassed,  but  lie 
would  say  be  .was  never  equalled  in  his  anxiety  to  administo: 
justice.  If  his  iudicial  character  was  an  object  of  criticism, 
he  might  indeed  think  that  his  over  anxiety  to  render  that 
justice  was  his  defect  [cites  o/ffe^ir!].  With  respect  to 
the  aliedged  pressure  m  the  G>urts  of  Equity,  he  dicL  not 
believe  that  the  number  of  causes  now  were  greater  than  in 
the  time  of  Lord  Hardwicke*  except  in  bankrupt  cases,  which 
had  last  year  amounted  to  1300  sealed  commissions,  double 
the  number  of  the  preceding  year.  The  delay  was  a  griev* 
ance— 'it  anfiounted  in  some  cases  to  a  denial  of  justice,  and 
surely  was  a  fit  subjebt  of  investigation,  in  order  to  ascertain^ 
from  tbe  cause  of  the  evil,  whetner  tbe  remedy  ought  to  be 
permanent  or  temporary. 

After  some  observations  from  the  Attomey-General,  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Excheqfuer,  Mr.  Curwen,  Mr^Wilberfonx% 
and  Sir  John  Newport,  the  House  divided,  when  we  under- 
stood, being  unable  from  the  crowd  in'the  gallery  to  iisoer- 
tain  the  numbers,  that  the  motion  of  adjournment  was 
negatived,  and  the  previous  question  canied. 

COMMBRClAli   CREDIT. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  to  inquire  into  the  state  of 
Commercial  Credit,  was  brought  up,  and  ordered  to  be  taken 
into  consideration  on  Monday  next. 

Lord  Archibald  Hamilton  pdbtponed,  until  that  day  thr^ 
'jveeks,  his  motion  for  the  production  of  the  orders  traos* 
mitted  to  India  for  the  regulation  of  tbe  J^ress. 
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Mr.  Ponsonhjf.^n  rising  to  address  the  Housei  parsuant 
to  my  previous  notice,  it  afloids  me  the  highest  satis&ctton 
to  see  in  his  place  that  right  honoumbk  member  (Mr.  W. 
Pole)  whose  circular  letter,  lying  by  the  order  of  thb  House 
on  its  table,  is  the  cause  of  the  motion  with  which  I  shall 
hare  the  honour  to  conclude.    Wbelher  that  motion  Aall 
succeed  or  not,  it  ^vill  at  least  produce  the  beneficial  effect  of 
eiTing  the  right  honourable  member  the  opportunity  of 
declaring  the  motives  which  actuated  the  Irbh  Government 
to  have  recourse  to  the  measures  ilscommended  in  hb  Circular 
Letter.    That  letter  b  a  most  important  document — ^itba 
mandate  to  the  entire  magbtracycw  Ireland,  desiring  them,- 
under  certain  suppositions,  to  arrest  three-fourths  of  the^ 
population  of  Ireland.      What  the  circumstances  were 
which  called  for  this  unexpected  measure,  and  atUhe  parti- 
cular moment  <  Ae«r,  hear  \)  produced  that  decision  of  the 
Irish  Govemmenty  which  led  to  the  promulgation  of  thb 
letter,  mnst  be  information  most  important  to  the  state  of 
the  empire.    Those  circumstances  are  yet  new  to  us ;  there 
b  nothing  in  the  Letter  calculated  to  inform  us  of  the 
necessity  of  its  circulation.      It  was  notorious   that  the 
Catholic  Committee  had  been  sitting  for  months,  nay  for 
vean,  under  the  very  ^e  of  the  Irish  Government — that  it 
had  declared  its  intention  of  adding  to  its  numbers  twenty* 
four  days  before  thb  circular  letter  was  issued.     I  hold  in 
my  hand  a  newspaper  of  theSSd  of  January,  which  gives  a 
statement  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Cathorie  Committee,  and 
I  am  anxious  to  read  that  statement,  as  it  Is  my  wbh  to  make 
no  observation,  or  to  put  no  questions  which  are  not  founded 
on  vouchers  incapable  of  contradiction.     The  debate,  of 
which  thb  paper  gives  a  statement,  took  place  on  the  19th 
of  January ;  and  it  appears  from  it,  that  Mr.  Hn  v,  the 
Githolic  Siecretaryy  read  a  number  of  letters  which  he  had 
received  from  many  of  the  counties-m  Ireland,  in  which  the 
names  of  the  managers  returneil  by  those  cotmties  were 
inserted.    There  is  a  particular  remark  made  on  the  return 
of  Lord^Castlerofis  for  the  county  of  Kerry,  because  such  an 
occurrence  went    to  illustrate    the   unanimity  prevailing  * 
amongst  the  Catholic  Body.    This  proceeding  was  circu- 
lated as  publicly  in  Dublin,  as  any  mWertisenient  published 
in  anv  of  the  London  Newspapers,  twenty-fonr  d<iys  before 
the  tssu^  of  thb  Circular  Lcttcn     When  it  was  published^ 
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'  it  appeared  to  entail  silence  upon  those  who,  vbaterer  were 
their  privations,  still  fanciedl  tbey  possessed  the  privilege  of 
oottiplaint.^Heiir  \)  .  It  is  uioal  almost  in  all  eaotitrres  to 

.  aUow  that  right  to  the  onfortanate.  (  Hear  I)  It  is  not  usual 
in  this  CDun^  to  deo^  to  the  subject  the  privilege  of  ap- 
pioadiing  uriUi  his  petition)  either  branch  of  the  I^ishitare» 
In  this  document  the  Catholic  Committee  is  designated  as  an 
illegal  meeting ;  That  meeting  had,  in  the  view  of  the  Irish 
Government,  continued  its  sitting.  Of  the  statements  givea 
in  this  Dublin  Newspaper,  either  the  Lord  Lieutenant^  mr 

I  hb  subordiuate  Ministers,  could  not  be  ignorant.  I  am 
therefoie  most  anxious  to  know,  whj  such  Committee  was. 
suffered  to  proceed  unquestioncd-^why,  this  very  measure  of 
adding  te  tneir  nuroijers  so  openly  avowed,  but  which  has 
since,  jii  this  House,  been  made  the  jifttification  of  this  Cir^ 
cular  Letter,  were  allowed  to  go  on,  frtmi  the  1st  of  January, 
to  the  18th  of  Esbruary  following )  The  administratbn  dkl 
not,  perhaps,  think  itself  perman^t ;  there  was  at  the  time  a ' 
notion  of  a  change  s  but  surely  if  such  &tal  consequences  as 
were  attributed,  were  likelj  to  arise  from  the  prooeedinffs  of 
that  Committee,  no  A(iministmtion  could  be  actuated  by 
such  unmanly  and  selfish  views  as  firom  such  a  coosideretioa 
to  avoid  the  necessary  means  of  averting  the  evil>  and  thereby 
transmit  th6  mbchief  as  a  legacy  to  their  saccessors.  It  wa$ 
not,  however,  till  the  12th  of  February^  immediately  ailer 
hif  royal  hjffhness  the  Prince  Regent  was  placed  at  the 
haul  of  the  Ezacutive  Government^,  under  liters  and  limita^ 
tioBS,  that  this  Letter  was  issued.  What  made  it  incumbent 
that  such  a  mea&ufe  should  take  place  the  moment  the  right 
honourable  member  touched  the  Irish  shores,  this  night  we 
have  the  opportunity  of  hearing  explained*  It  could  not 
surely  proceed  from  any  sinister  design  to  involve  the 

.  Government  of  the  Prince  Regent  in  tne  odium  and  uut 
popularity  which  might  be  calculated  to  proceed  fromsuch 

.  a  measure  (jflear^  hear  !)•  The  House  must  be  desirous  to 
ascertain  what  the  circumstances  ^ere  which  justified  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  not  to  have  had  recourse  t^  it  before ;  and 
what  was  the  nature  of  the  proceedings  which  justified  the 
right  honourable  member  to  issue  it,  immediately  on  hi^ 

{rrival*  This  law  had  never  be&re  been  put  in  force  in 
reland ;  and  when  it  was  actually  necessary  to  act  upon  it, 
against  the  alleged  proceedings  of  such  a  portion  of  its 
population,  one  diould  Imve  supposed  that  the  Administra* 
fion  "Tvould  bafe  bad  re^urse  to  the  wisest,  most  judiciouS| 
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and  most  efficieDt  method  of  carrying  it  inttf  operation.  The 
power  of  carry  ing  Acts  ofParliaiiient  iato  efibct  in  this  conn* 
try  ia  in  theCrowo-r-^in  Ii«land  it  is  vested  in  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant) Tilth  the  advice  of  the  Council.  If,  then,  it  was  found 
necessary  to  act  upon  this  law,  which  had  never  b^ore  besa 
acted  upon,  I  am  much  surprised  that  a  Proclamation  to 
tliat  eroct  had  not  been  previously  issued  by  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  and  Privy  ConnciU  (Hear!  hearl)  That 
^ottld  have  been  a  fiiir,  liberal,  and  parental  course.  There 
vould  in  such  ease  be  a  great  authority  weighing  on  the 
minds  of  the  people.  It  would  have  had  the  sanction  of  \he 
great  Ia#  authorities  in  the  state.  Indeed,  not  to  have  ap* 
plied  to  the  Privy  Council  previous  to  the  measure,  shewed 
a  want  of  common  prudence,  I  had  almost  aaid  common 
justice.  This  course  not  having  been  pursued,  I  wish  to 
know  whether  the  Law  Officers  in  Ireland  were  consulted  ? 
whether  the  Letter  now  on  this  table  was  laid  before,  and 
had  the  sanction  of,  the  Irish  Attorney  and  Solicitor  General  i 
Because»  even  if  the  necesrity  for  putting  this  law  in  force 
was  so  urgent,  so  binding  .and  imperative,  ss  not  to  allow 
the  dehy  of  submitting  it  to  the  Privy  Council,  it  at  leasts 
without  any  danger  to  the  public  safety,  could  be  laid  before 
t)iese  law  authorities,  with  whom  the  Lord  Lieutenant  is  in 
the  habit  of  consulting  on  the  execution  of  the  laws.  The 
ng;ht  honourable  member,  in  the  Circular  Letter,  warns  ihe 
S&rifis  of  Counties,  that  it  had  been  reported  to  the 
Irish  Government  that  delegates  were  to  be  elected  to  an 
illegal  meeting,  calling  itself  the  Catholic  Committee. 
Upon  what  grounds  is  it  that  he  has  designated  that 
body  an  unlawful  assembly? — Is  it  unlawful  in  its  own 
nature?  If  it  be  so,  wlw  lias  be  suffered  it  to  exist  so 
long  in  the  very  seat  of  government  ?^ — ^Thinking  it  on* 
lawful*  did  he,  however,  conceive  it  more  judicious  to  con- 
nive at  it?— And  if,  though  unlawful,  he  did  connive  at  it^ 
it  is  most  important  to  tlie  state  of  tiie  empire,  and  to  the 
tranquillity  of  Ireland,  that  we  should  know  the  circum- 
stance*  which  induced  htm  all  of  a  sudden  to  depart  from 
his  previous  system,  and  to  arrest  this  assembly  in  the  exer* 
cise  of  its  functions. 

This  Letter  of  the  right  honourable  Secretary  applies  tQ 
the  past,  as  well  as  to  the  future  conduct  of  the  Catholics  of 
Ireland.  Why  was  it  not  thought  proper  to  notice  that  past 
conduct  before  ?  The  Catholic  Commiltoe  have  done  no  act 
iiacetbe  l9th  of  January,  no  act  before  the  iSth  of  February^ 
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and  all  their,  procccclini^  befol^  that  time  were  acts  oFsucb 
public    notoriety  that   it  is  JilipossiWc  thcv    could  have 
escaped  the  notice  of  the  Dnke  of  Richmond,  who  must  be 
acquainted. with  the  most  oixlinary  transactions  of  the  coun« 
try.     Yet  all  thf»se  acts  were  allowed,  and  unnoticed  by  the 
Irish  Government,  till  tlie  ISlh  of  February,  when  the 
Sheri(R  of  the  different  connties  wertf  directed  to  inform  thp 
Manfistrates  within  their  bounds  toarrest  Mil  those  whoshould 
'fin vt*^  voted  for  nnv  ddes^ation  to  the  Catholic  Committee. 
M^hy  were  the  Catholics  not  previously  warned  of  this  pro- 
ceeding?  Why  was  the  affair  allowed  to  go  peaceably  on, 
♦ill  it  arrived  at  such  maturity,  and  why  is  it  now  all  of  a 
sudden  looked  upon  with  such  a  degree?  of  abhorneucc?  The 
Magistrates  aro  onlered  to  "arrest  a|l  such  persons  as^  may 
fca\t»  been  concewied  in  votins:  such  delegates,  and  commtt 
thorn  at  once  on  bail.     This  is' a  proci^ing  rather  extra- 
i>rdinary,  certainly  for  a  first  act,  that  the  first  notice  which 
Magistrates  should  receive,  was  to  advert -directly  not  to  the 
l^^iturebut  to  the  past ;  that  the  Government  knew  the  exist- 
ence of  the  Catholic  Committee,  was  aware  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Catholic  Committee,  and  yet  never  warned  them 
to  abstain  from  assembling.     Was  this  lenity  in  the  Irish 
GorernmenJ  ?    Was  it  moderation  ?  Was  it  a  re^rd  to  the 
;]>eace  and  security,  or  a  regard  to  the  welfare  or  so  great  a 
poHion'of  the  inhabitants  of  this  "empire  ?    Why  were  they 
^ot  first  warned  and  cautioned  before  this  extraordinary  step, 
I^Hd  toldi  You  arc  doing  what  you  are.not  permitted  to  do ; 
we  warn  you  therefore  to  desist;    do  not  persist  in  a 
conduct  which  is  prohibited  by  the  laws,  and  by  which 
yott  may  incur  the  cruilt  of  their  violation  ?  But  nothing 
like  this  was  done.    From 'the  1st  of  January  to  the  Itth 
of  February  no  step  was  taken  with  any  such  vieW.     The 
right  honourable  gentleman  opposite  ^Chancellor  of  th^ 
Exchequer)  sutted,  on  a  former  occasion,  that  the  only  cir- 
cumstance mentioned  in  the  dispatches  of  the  Irish  Govern* 
ment,  as  the  occasion  of  the  measure,  was  the  Lettei'of  the ' 
Secretary  to  the  Catholic  Committee ;    and  that  be  had  a 
confidence,  wheti'  the  conduct  of  that  Government  should 
come  to  be  examined,  it  would  be  found  to  be  correct.    It  * 
is  therefore  vviih  the  greatest  pleasure  that  I   see  the  right 
honDurable  Secretary  in  his  place  this  night,  that  he  may 
jflsiify  the  confidence  repdsed  in  him  by  his  right  honour- 
able friend.     This  Letter  contains  instructions  to  arrest  the 
person*?  therein  described,   and  only  to  liberate  them  oa  * 
bail;     Let  Ui$  look  at  the  powers  vested  in  them  by  the  Act 


of  the  SSd  cf  the  King.  In  a  Section  of  that  Act  it  is 
enacted,  ''  tHat  if  any  Delegates  of  any  deficription  assein- 
*bje  in  any  Meeting,  or  if  any  person  vote  at  an^  such 
Meeting,  or  by  any  means  vote,  such  Represept^tives  or 
.Delegates,  on  tbeirbeiog convictecl,  they  shall  be  liable  to 
be  ponisbed  for  a  misdemeanour."  7  he  Act  su-ys^  after 
tonciction.  But  here,  io  the  first  instance,  before  any  no-' 
tice,  warning,  or  report^  was  made  to  the  Catholics  on  the 
subject,  the  MaG;istraies  were  ordered  to  commit  all  per- 
sons who  had  offended  against  the  provisions  of  this  Act. — . 
Now,  Sir^  it  is  remarkable  that  the  ofience  in  (liisSectioii<» 
•  o( assisting  at  an  election,  or  attending  a«d  voting,  is,  oa 
the  conviction  of  the  person,  to  be  punished ;  but  this  Act 
is  in  itself  no  breach  .of  the  peace,  nor  does  it  necessarily 
lead  to  qny  breach  of  the  peace,  but  is  merely  an  inchoate 
offence,  unless  the  delegation  actually  takes  place.  Here, 
however,  in  the  f.rst  instance,  on  account  of  the  mere  cir- 
cumstance of  voting,  the  Magistrates  are  ordered  to  com- 
tnity  unless  bail  is  given.  I  believe  the  general  rule  in  law 
has  always  been,  that  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  unless  he  fa 
particularly  empowered  by  statute,  cannot,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, hold  a  parly  to  bail^  when  no  offence  against  the 
^eace  has  been  committed.  For  treason,  felony,  breach- 
of  the  peace,  and.  for  other  offences  ^f  a  similar  nature,  hfc 
•has  a  right  to  arrest ,-  but  be  has  no  such  right  in  casea 
which  are  offences  by  possibility  merely,  unless  empowered 
by  statute.  The  statute  that  creates  the  offence,  does  ii«)t 
by  such  creation  of  the  offence  give  a  right  to  arrest.  Why 
in  OUT  law  is  truth  a  justification  for  a  libel,  hut  no  justified* 
lion  Ux  indictment,  because  it  has  a  tendency  to  a  breach  of 
iiie  peace ;  but  till  the  indictment  no  man  c^  be  held  to 
l)ail.  So  in  many  other  crimes  tbere  are  in  like  manner  no 
^powers  to  commit ;  in  the  case  of  conspiracy,  for  instance 
4ind  of  that  most  dangerous  crime  to  human  society,  the 
crime  of  perjury,  no  bail  can  be  exacted  till  an  indictmait 
takes  place.  For  such  crimes  have  ir^rely  a  tendency  in 
tlieir  operation  to  a  bvoacb  of  the  peace,  but  are  not  such  a 
breach  in  themselves,  and  consequently  a  justice  of  the  peace 
tias  no  power  to  commit,  tiut  whatever  may  be  said  as  to 
Ibese,  sure  I  am,  that  as  to  the  ofience  of  the  persons  men- 
tioned  in  the  right  honourable  gcntlec^an*8  letter,  the  raq^i;- 
trates  can  have  no  power  to  hold  to  bail  than  for  the  mo0 
innocent  actions  pf  their  lives.  Do  but  hear  the  iustrucCions 
< which  are  issued*— ^^  You  are  ri^uiied  to  cause  to  be  urrcsted 
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mid  to  eommit  to  prison  (anlass  bail  shall  be  ^^ren),  all 
penons  iritbin  yoor  jurisdiction^  who  shall  be* guilty  of 

S'tioe)  or  having  gf yen,  or  of  pnblishing,  or  having  pub« 
heo,  or  of  causing  or  haying  caused  to  be  given  or  pub- 
lished, any  written  or  other  notice  of  the  election  and  ap*, 
pointment,  in  any  manner*  of  such  representative!  ddiqgaiei 
or  manager  as  aforesaid :  or  of  Mendmg^  -^ooting^  or  mdhug^ 
or  of  having  Mended^  voied^  or  acted  in  any  manner,  m 
the  choice  or  appointment  of  such  representative,  delegate 
or  manager/'  Yet  pttendancej  accoitling  to  the  Act,  does 
not  constitute  an  offence  against  the  Act,  but  merely  the 
circumstance  of  voting.  Read  the  words  of  the  Act ;  if  anir 
person  shall  Mend  and  toie^  or  by  any  other  means  shall 
vote,  ftc.  But  by  these  directions  the  Magistrates  are 
ordered  to  cause  all  persons  who  may  have  attended  at  any 
meeting  to  be  arrested ;  ( Hear  I)  Though  these  persons 
may  have  attended  for  the  most  innocent  purposes ;  tliough 
they  may  have  attended  for  the  most  meritorious  purposes ; 
though  they  may  have  attended  for  the  very  purpose  of 
dissuading  such  del^ation.  And  yet.  we  see  all  these  in- 
noocnt  or  nieritorious  penions  are  liable  io  be  arrested  and 
•ent  to  prison,  unless  held  to  bail,  whfch  in  an  instance 
when  an  individual  is  struggling  against  the  whole  power  of 
Government,  must  be  fmjuently  impossibk.  Surely  the 
law  is  in  all  conscience  strict  enough.  It  was  not  necessary 
•for  the  right  bon.  gentleman  to  make  another  provision  to 
its  severity.  He  will.,  therefore,  excuse  me,  if  I  ask  hint 
whelber  the  measure  of  the  Irish  Goverament  was  previously 
submitted  to  the  Crown  hiwvers  in  Ireland  ?  {Hear  I  hear !) 
•—The  other  facts  connected  with  this  measure  are.  fully  as , 
extraordinary.  On  the  12th  of  February  the  right  honour* 
ablo  gentleman  denounces  this  assembly  as  an  unlawM 
assembly,  and  threatens  to  proceed  against  all  persons 
guilty  of  so  assembling ;  and  he  sends  two  officers  of  the 
police  to  disperse  the  assembly,  which  he  bad  Uius  de^ 
nciunoed  as  unlawful.  Here  are  these  ofiicerB  sent  io  a 
foom  in  Dublin  where  the  Catholic  C^mittee  was  sitting. 
They  asked  the  gentlemen  present  if  they  were  the  Catholic 
Committee  I  According  to  a  story  given  ip  a  periodio^ 
paper,  in  the  interestofGovemment,they  answered— Yes; 
-^but,  according  to  another  account,  written  by  the  Cathtdic 
genilccnen,  contradictory  of  the  former  statement,  thev  said 
^  — No.  Then  said  the  Magistrates,  we  are  very  glad ;  we 
have  not  the  smallest  inclination  to  disturb  you;  we  are  quite 
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satisfied*     And  so  they  waited  off  without  takini;  any 

one  measure  a^kist  this  Catholic  G>nfiinitt6e^ — Certainly, 

however  threatening  and  exasperating  was  the  nature  of 

the  right  honourable  gentleman's  letter,    his    messengers 

were  messengers   of  peace    and  calranesS|      These   nies- 

sengcra  were  not  imbued  by- theiie  terrible  appretienaions 

of  the  Committee ;  otherwise  they  never  would  have  suffered 

them  to  ^ape  their  vigilance  by  merely  saying  to  them, 

we  are  not  that  Catholic  Committee  ivbicli  you  are  sent  to 

disperse.    There  was  another  very  extraordinary  circum* 

fitance  which  I  should  be  glad  to  hear  the  rivht  lumourablc 

gentleman  explaih.    The  noble  Lord  who  presided  at  the 

meeting,  said  to  the  Magistrates,  that  he  'was  sorry  the 

the  right  honourable  Secretary  had  not  applfed  ^  him,'  as 

he  could  easily  have  explained  the  purpose  of  their  meeting, 

aAd  he  was  very  sorry,  tl^t  without  asking  any  exphmation, 

they  should  have  been  so  sent.    The  Magistrates  said  tbait 

they  would  inform  the  Secretary,  and  that  they  had  no 

doubt  but  he  would  be  very  glad,  to  receive  such  explanation. 

Thed  after,  it  seems,  the  Secretary  expieB9ed  himiself  ex.* 

tremely  happy  to  see  them  ; '  when  lo,  these  gentteroen  teH 

the  Magistrates  that  they  have  nothing  to  teH  the  Secretary  ; 

but  if  he  has  business  with  them  they  are  willing  to  attend: 

upon  him*     What  is  most-curious  is  this,  that  both  peurttes. 

should  have  seemed  so  desirous  of  meeting,  anil  yet  coukl 

never  effect  a  meetings  and  that  the  right  honoumMe  gentle* 

roan  should  have  been  obliged  to  cross  the  channelwitfao^it 

being  able  to accorarplish  it.    (TlearX)    But  there  are  stHl 

other  circumstances  in  this  case  not  less  full  of  wonder. 

This  Catholic  Committee,  tnihich  was  denounced  on  the 

IStlT  of  February  as  unlawful,  continued  to  sit,  not  only 

before  the  ISth  ot  February,  hut  since  i\\e  IHth  of  Febr^iary 

{kear^ !) ;  alul  in  all  the  newspapers  may  be  read  addresses  ia 

the  name  of  the  Catholic  Committee,  published  in  th^e  very 

teeth  of  the  Magistrates,     is  not  all  this  very  wmuierful,, 

that  a  Government  so  famous  for  dispatch,  that  the  right 

honourable  gentleman,  so  famous,  for  his  vigour,  should 

still  allow  that  unlawful  assembly  to  do  these  things  ?     The 

ri^bt  honourable  gentleman  (the  Cliancellor  of  the  Exche« 

quer)  told  us,  that  he  could  not  account  for  all  these  things ;. 

the  right,  honourable  Secretary  could.     Has  Government  at 

last  found  out  its  fault  ?     Has  it  foniRl  out  that  this  unlaw* 

ful  assembly  was  not  unlawful,  not  mi»cim*vouR  in  im  ten-* 

dency,    and   harbours  no  unfavourable  dmgn*?    though. 

Vol.  IL— lail.  a  M 
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they  w91  not  condescend  to  detail  what  caiiae  has  induced 
the  right  honourable  prentleman  to  resort  to  such  acts  of 
▼iolence,  or  at  least  promptitude,  they  have  been  sufficient 
to  induce  that  right  honourable  gentleman  to  leave  Ireland. 
I  do  not  mean  by  saying  tthis  to  attribute  any  ill  intentions 
to  the  Government  of  Ireland.    I  attribute  no  intentions  to 
that  Government  good  or  bad,  because>  I  own,  I  cannot 
comprehend  them. — (Hearl) — ^I  cannpt  comprehend  fabw  a 
Government  can  put  forth  a  proclamation  against  an  unlaw- 
ful  assembly,  threatening  to  have  all  its  members  arrested^ 
and  afterwaids  suffer  that  assembly  to  sit,  and  publish  their 
proceedings  in  the  same  manner  as  before;    I  certainly  can- 
not comprehend  these  things,  and  therefore  I  attribute  no 
intention,  because  that  intention  is  incomprehensible;  and 
all  (hat  I  can  say  is,  that  I  am  extremely  impatient  to  finish 
my  motion,  that  I  may  be  enabled  to  hear  from  the  right 
Jbionourable  gentleman  a  solution  of  this  enigma!    The  pro- 
'  oeiding  which  the.Irisfa  Conremment  has  taken,  is  one  of  the 
very  greatest  moment.    Ireland,  from  various  caus«.  unqer 
cessary  for  mie  now  to  notice,  is  unfortunately  sumciehtly 
irritable  already  :  and  it  was  by  no  means  necessary  for  the 
strong,  hsnd  of  Government  to  increase  that  irritation. 
One  would  suppose  that  the  Government  was  not  willing  to 
increase  that  irritation  ;  bnt  yet,  if  we  are  allowed  to  judge 
from  the,  violent  Resolutions  published  in  the  different  news- 
jNipers  in  Dublin,  this  measure  of  the  Government  has 
caused  the  sorest  feelings  in  the  body  of  Catholics  of  Ireland. 
The  right  honourable  gentleman  must  admit  this  irritation ; 
and  as  it  is  not  necessary',  it  is  not  therefore  ray  wish  to 
enter  into  any  details  before  the  House.     It  must  be  admit- 
ted that  this  precipitate  proceeding  had  given  great  oiience. 
Is  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  therefore,  not  called  on 
to  justify  that  proceeding  ?    And  why  he  attributed  these  ill 
purposes  and  motives  to  the  Catholics?    And  is  he  not 
€alled  on  to  state  what  are  the  reasons  which  may  have  so 
suddenly  stopt  the  accomplishmatt  of  these  evil  purposes? 
1  confess  I  cannot  see  how  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
can  get  out  of  this  difficulty.     Why,  when  the  Government 
had  forborne  so  long,  did  they  at  last  interfere  ? — wh  v,  wheii 
orders  were  issued,  were  these  orders  never  enforced  P-^r-and 
why  are  the  Catholic  assemblies  still  allowed  to  continue  ? 
I  wish  to  know  if  the  Chancellor,  the  Judges,  and  the  law 
officers  who  are  Meml)ers  of  the  Council,  and  whose  autho- 
rity is  deservedly  high  in  ihe  country,  were  consulted  ?     I 
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^ish  to  know  what  accoants  were  tmnsmitted  to  this  country 
by  the  Lord^Lieatcnant^  whose  duty  it  is  to  know  alH  these 
things,  touching  the  dangers  existing  in  Ireland.  These  are 
things  of  the  utmost  moment  to  Iremnd,  and  of  the  utmost 
inomeot  to  the  whole  empire ;  and  I  will  not  allow  the  right 
honourable  '£^tlcman  to  kt  these  subjects  go  without  inves« 
tigation.  I  take  the  liberty,  therefore,  of  movii^  that 
'^  An  Addrf*ss  be  presented  to  his  royal  highness  the  JPrince 
Regent  to  lay  before  the  House  A  copy  of  any  Proclamation 
or  Proclamations  issued  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
passed  In  1811,  concerning  the  putting  in  force  the  Act  of 
the  33d  yedr  of  his  Majesty;  as  also  copies  of  consultations 
with  the  Attorney  and  Solicitor  General  of  Ireland  on  that 
subject ;  and  copies  of  all  letters,  and  other  information 
sent  by  the  Government  of  Ireland  to  the  Government  of 
this  country,  relative  to  the  Catholic  delegates,  &c." 

Mr.  WeUesley  Pole  was  ready  to  admits  in  the  fullest 
extent,  the  justice  of  the  appeal  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman^ 
and  also  his  perfect  right  to  demand  from  him  an  exp1ana« 
tioo  of  the  measures  to  which  his  speech  alhided.  He 
lamented  much  that  some*prudcntial  considerations  had  not 
restrained  the  zeal  of  some  members  of  that  House,  and  in« 
doced  them  to  refrain  altogether  from  these  topics  until  there 
was  some  person  here  qualified  to  afford  them  the  informa- 
tion for  which  they  were  so  eager.  Had  thb  been  the  case, 
many  mischievous  effects  which  had  originated  in  their 
premature  interference  jnight  have  been  avoided.  Now, 
noweyer,  he  fthonld  endeavour  to  reply  to  the  appeal  which 
bad  been  mdde  to  him,  and  had  little  doubt  that  he  should 
ber  able  to  convince  the  House  of  the  futility  of  all  the 
charees  of  which  he  had  been  the  object.  The  right  hon. 
gentfeman'i  Charges  he  should  divide  into  two  parttf.  The 
Snt  was^  that  the  Irish  Government  had  not  executed  the 
law  in  time,  and  that  if  the  Catholic  Committee  was  really  an 
illegal  assembly,  tlieirdeliberationsshouM  have  been  ear^r 
terminated.  He  should  abstain  altogther  from  tlie  question, 
whether  that  Committee  was  in  its  origin  legally  constituted  ; 
but  should  state  to  the  House,  why,  from  Blay  1809,  no 
step  bad  been  taken  to  preclude  what  then  appeared  to  be 
their  sole  object — a  full  and  free  access  to  the  throne,  la 
the  late  debates  which  had  taken  place  in  that  House  on  this 
subject,  be  had  read  with  great  pleasure  the  opinion  ex* 
pressed  by  a  right  hon.  gentleman  opposite  (Mr.  Grattan)^ 
whose  opinion  ought  always  to  bayegiwt  weig^^t,  lieGaui»' 
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it'  WE8  (he  opinion  of  a  man  who  liad  proved  such  an  oma- 
nient  totiie  country  o/hU  birth,  and  whose  brilliant  talents 
had  «o  oRen  b«ilh  adorned  and  been  admired  in  that  House. 
The  opinion  which  he  had  expressed  was,  ^^Tbat  the  Irish' 
Government,  and  indeed  every  Government  whatsoever, 
ought  to  administer  the  law  in  tenderness,  and  watch  over 
tbc'interehls  of  f  he  people  with  parental  solicitude."  How^ 
ever  they  nii£:ht  diifgr  upon  other  subjects,  they  coincided 
roost  pcrrcct>ly  in  this  ;  and  he  had  little  hesitation  in  saying 
that»  conformably  to  that  opinioif,  thQ  Irish  Government 
Itad  uniformly  acted.  When  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Rich- 
mond first  went  over,  he  fairly  told  the  Catholics,  with  a 
candour  and  a  manliness  worthy  the  characteristic  of  hig 
cfaantctcr*  ^'  You  must  exj^t  no  increase  of  privilegca 
from  me  ;  but  you  may  expect  that  the  laW/shall  be  equally 
and  justly  administered — you  may  expect  that  every  offiqe 
which  the*  Constitution  has  left  open  to  you  shall  be  dis- 
tributed to  the  meritorious  amongst  you,  and  that  no  associa- 
tion shall  be  encouraged,  or  spirit  countenanced,  calculated 
in  the  slifrhtest  degree  to  insult  your  fe^ings/'  Such  wa» 
^he  spirit  ip  which  the  Duke  of  Richmond  addressed  them ; 
and  be  believed  no  ri<^htly  informed  man  woukl  deny,  (hat- 
by  every  possible  mode  of  conciliation  he  bad  kept  iiis 
promise.  But  he  was  asked,  why  he  did  not  put  a  stop  to 
the  Catholic  Committee  in  l^OUi  He  would  iell  them; 
and  here  lie  did  not  mean  to  recur  to  the  debates  of  that 
body,  because  be  ddd  )iot  wish  to  excite  those  feelings  which 
an  allusios  ioHhc  principles  they  had  latterly  inculeafcd  were 
likely  to  call  iorth.  In  iS09,  the  Committee  entered  into  a 
Uesolution,  which  shewed  they  were  aware  that  their 
meeting  might  be  considered  as  a  violation  of  the  Conven- 
tion Act.  He  was  glad  to,  sec  that  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  opposite  had  not  declared  that  Act  to  be,  iq  hii 
opinion,  obsolete,  as  some  of  the  gentlemen  beside  him,  who 
took  41  kirge  siiare  in  fltc  dt*bate  on  this  subject  {brcierly, 
but  were  ]iretty  silent  now,  had  done.  '4'he  Catholic  Com^^ 
mittee  of:  1809  expressed  themselves  like  warm,  honest,  and 
cofistitutionnl  Catholics ;  but  ended  bv  declaring  their 
liability  to  the  Convention  Law,  and  their  determination 
not  to  transgress  iC  by  attempting  any  thing  like  a  delega^ 
tion.'  They  finished  their ^delibemtions,  which  were  soldy 
confined  to  their  petition,  and  had  framed  that  petition 
within  the  £rst  fortnight  h&ct  the  meetjug  of  Parliament 
.  iSbiaGacuuittee  was  composed  of  tbirty^ix  delegates,  from 
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.  the.  thirty -six  parishee  of  Dublin,  and  with  (hem  he  linder- 
stood  some  of  the  hon.  gentlemen  opposite,  when  in  power, 
bad  communieation : — if  he  ri^tlj  was  informed,  they 
bad  warned  them  not  to  delegate,  lest  they  should  violate 
the  CSonventioa  Act.  CUear  !  htar !)    That  Committee  ia 

.  1809  was  abo  composed  of  the  remniuits  of  the  Committee 
in  1907,  and  of  those  Members  who  survived  of  the  ancient 
Committee  in  1793.    That  Committee  was  an  honest,  ardent 
meeting ;  deitberating  sometimes  violently,  it  was  true,  but 
atwajrs  constitutionally,  and  constantly  confiniii£^  theinselves 
ta  tlieir  petition.    They  met  in  July,  adjouraeci  to  October, 
met  again  in  Noi^mber,  agreed  on  their  ])ctiti<>n,  and  so 
dissolved.     Certainly  it  was  competent  to  the  Duke  o^ 
RicfanMind,  if  be  thought  it  fitting  so  to  do,  to  call  in  ttie 
Council,  which  were,  constitutionally  his  advisers,  and  ask 
them  whether  such  a  meeting  was  constituted  according  to 
bw,  and  might  not  be  disiolved  ?     But,  no— he  did  not 
chooee  to  have  recourse  to  any  measure  which  migitt  appear 
bavsh ;  and  so  gave  them  every  facility  for  the  preparation 
and  forwarding  of  their  petition.    The  Committee  in  1810, 
he  was  sorry  to  say,  acted  upon  very  difli^ent  principles. 
He  should   reserve  bis  jiistilication    of  the  letter  till  he 
had  done  with  this  Committee.     They  met  as  the  Com« 
.mittee  in  1800  had  met;  bat  on  the  2d  of  November 
they    called    an    aggregate    meeting   of    th^  Catholics. 
There  was  then,  he  understood^  a  diffisrence  of  opinion 
among  them,  as  to  whether  or  not  they  coold  deiibemte 
on  any  other  subject  than  on  that  of  their  petition.     He 
fiboiild  forbear  to  inflame  them  by  quoting  the  speeches 
of  Mr.  Keogh  aiid  others;  but  would  state  to  theAi  oms 
anecdote,  which  he  thought  would  sufficiently  mark  the 
^     tone  of  their  discussions.     A  man,  now  as  notorious  in  Eng- 
land, as  he  had  been  before  in  Ireland,  was  then  in  that 
oouQ^try,  under  pr^ence  ot  collecting  affidavits  for  a  mitiga^ 
.  tiott  o^'  ponisbment  in  the  case  of  a  libel  of  which  he  had 
been  convicted.     He,  of  course,  atteiided^the  meeting,  ami 
was  called  on  to  make  a  speech.    Some  gentleman  in  the 
assembly  had  thought  proper  to  deal  o«it  some  sarcasms 
upon  the  English  nation  ;  he  had  talked  of  their  selfishness, 
aiid  their  in  hospitality,  aovl  theic  vulgarisms,  and  Mr.  Fni- 
m^y  -stepped  out  as  their  advocate.     But  how   did  he 

-  defend  tbem?^  Why,  '*  indeed,  gentlemen,  said  he,  the 
£ng}i^h  nation  are  not  so  bud  as  you  suppose  tlicQi  4o  be ; 
but  they  are  misled  by  their  Guveruiueut.  Which  of  you 
but  would   shrink  firom   being  tried  by  your  own  Irl^h 
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CoTernfDfnt ;  and  it  is  just  the  same  casie^  with  the  unhappy 
English «"  Then  he  bid  them  petition  for  emaacipation^ 
aiid  for  reform,  and  for  a  (epeal  of  the  Union.  He  vms 
naliimlly  heard  with  acclams^lion,  and  repaid 'with  thanks* 
!NptwithsUmding  (bis,  the  Lord  Lieutenant  did  notinterferew 
They  then  came  to  a  Resolution  that  the  Committee  should 
have  ix>wer  to  manage,  not  tlie  Catholic  petition,  but  ^^  the 
Vatholk  f/ffairsj'  StiU  there  was  no  state  danger  to  be 
apprebenuecl,  and  the  Duke  of  Richmond  overlooked  it. 
On  the  24th  of  November  they  met  again^  and  proposed 
thanks  to  Lonl  Donougbmore.     Lord  Fingal,  noweref, 

•  who  was  in  the  chair,  asked  them  if  they  were  not  goine  toa 
lar  I  Though  he  said  he  approved  of  the  piotion^  stdlhe 
thought  it  caUed  for  this  remark.  Mr.  O'Connel,  howerer, 
answered,  that  they  had  come  to  a  Resolution  to  manage  all 
Catholics  affaire*  Did  the  House  doubt  this  ?  He  would 
assure  them  the  debates  were  given  by  a  reporter  who  at- 
tended just  as  ftegularly  as  the  reporters  attended  that  House, 
(here  some  of  the  Op}Position  laughed)  :  he  begged  pardon,* 
as  rcgtilarly  as  the  reporters  were  stud  to  attend  that  House* 
He  hoped,  however,  that  the  gentlemen  opposite  would  be 
able  to  give  him  some  more  substantial  answer  than  tliatw 
It  was  in  thi»  manner  the  meeting  proceeded,  and  on  the  isi 
€)f  December  they  go  farther,  and  one  of  the  Members  called 
the  attention  of  the  Committee  to  what  he  ijlescribed  as  a 
horrible  grievance  committed  on  a  Catholic  soldier ;  and 
proposed  -a  subscription  to  be  raised  for  the  purpose  of 
prosecuting  all  those  who  were  concerned  in  it.  He  woukl 
state  how  this  was;     Dr.  Troy  had  written  to  the  Chief 

'  Secretary^  that  on  a  court-martial  held  on  a  Catholic 
iniiitia  soldier  for  n^fusing  to  attend  Protestant  worship,  the 

^  buklier  lad  be^n  obliged  to  commute  the  punishment  award- 
ed by  entering  i^>to  a  regiment  for  foreign  service.  The 
KV^'cretary  wrote  immediately  on  the  subject  to  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief: th<!  circumstances  were  inquired  into, 
found  to  be  true,  tuid  the  soldier  was  imniediately  liberated, 
and  actually  diiichargcd  from  the  array.  All  this  took 
place  in  the  month  of  August ;  yet  on  the  1st  of  Defcembec 
the  subject  was  Hgsdu  taken  up  by  the  Catholic  Committee, 
which  met  only  for  the  purpoM;  of  petitioning.  On  the 
!^^lli  of  ^kovember,  a  petition,  which  came  from  the  Sub- 
Ct)mmittee,  was  for  some  time  debated,  and  agreed  tOy 
aiicr  which  they  voted  (hanks  to  the  ri^bt  hon.  gentleman 
iippcsitc  (Mr.  fGi rattan),  in  the  name  ot  all  the  Oitholics  ; 
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another  instance,  in  which  they  Exceeded  the  purposes  for 
irhich  they  professed  to  meet    Still  the  Duke  of  Richmond 
did  not  interfere,  feeling,  as  he  ai\d  the  rest  of  the  Govern* 
ment  did,  sincerely  anxioos  not  to  interfere  ^ith  the  Ca^- 
tholic  Committee  so  long  as  they  did  nothini;  tendin<r  to 
endanger  the  peace  of  the  country.    At  this  time  nothing 
remained  for  the  Committee  to  do,  but  to  determine  whe* 
ther  five  or  any  other^ number  should  carry  the  petition  to 
Great  Britain.     What  he  bad  stated  was  the  mode  of  pro-» 
oeeding  until  the  middle  of  December,  when  the  Ckthoiirs 
appointed  a  Committee  for  the  purpoi^e  of  inqniripg  into  all 
the  grievances  under  which  the  Catholics  laboured.    Dr. 
Troy,  the  Titular  Bishop  of  Dublin,  scut  in  a  statement  to 
the  Committee,  that  'something  of  a  very  grierous  natnre 
bad  taken'  place,  respecting  the  Catholics,  in  the  managtv 
ment  of  the  Foundling  Hospital.    [Here  Mr.  Pole  entered 
into  a  description  of  the  nature  of  the  Hospital,  in  which 
he  stated  it  was  founded  on  the  same  principles  and  for  the 
same  purposes  as  a  similar  institution  in  this  country ;  that 
the  number  of  children  brought  up  in  it  amounted  to  about 
1,900,  and  that  there  were  about  5,000  brought  np  out  of 
it :  that  all  childcen  whatever  brought  there  were  received 
,  exactly  in  the  s^me  way ;  that  they  were  placed  in  a  par- 
ticular  spot,  with  a  name  attadjed  to  them,  as  well  as  n 
number ;  that  the  names  and  numbers  were  all  registered, 
though  they  were  never  called  by  their  names,  but  by  their 
numbera,  so  that  their  names  were  never  known  until  the 
children  were  claimed.    Jo  such  an  institution  |t  was  ridi- 
culous to  suppose,  upon  so  humane  and  extensive  a  plan^ 
,  )children  ^hould  be  brought  up  in  any  other  than  the  Pr<i- 
testai^t  iaith ;  but,  that  whenever  any  Catholic  went  there 
and  clainped  his  child,  he  bad  only  to  mention  the  name  and 
number,  and  it  was  immediately  delivered  to  him.  j     Dr. 
Troy  said^  that  this  mode  of  proceeding  with  respect  to  the 
phildren  was  adopted  for  purpose  of  proselytism  ;  and  the 
aggravated  grieva'nce  of  which  he  had  complained,  wms, 
that  from  not  ^  being  known  by  their  real  names,  a  brother 
and  sister  had  intermarried;     l?he  Committee  of  grievance^ 
on  the  8tli  of  December,  proceeded  in  the  same  manner.     He 
must  remind  the  Houscj  that  this  Committee  had,  from  the 
the  24th  of  November,  met  weekly,  and  adjourned /rom 
i*eektoweek;  at  every  one  of  which  meetings  th^y  had  a 
debate,  which  was  taken  down  by  rc|>or(ers,  and  published 
in  all  the  papers ;  so  that  tbey  imitutcd  a  House  of  Com- 
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mons  as  closely  as  possible*.  This  Committee  of  grievances 
veported^  that  the  debates,  consisting  of  300  pages,  were 
intended  to  be  publislied,  and  were  nearly  leady ;  that  they 
were  to  be  circulated  all  orer  England,  and  a  copy  was  to  be 
sent  to  the  Honse  of  Commons.  How  a  Committee  ap^ 
pointed  only'to  petition  could  take  upon  themselves  to  do 
this,  he  would  leave  to  the  House  to  determine.  All  he  had 
to  do  in  the  present  instance,  was  io  state  facts  as  they  l^u} 
ficcurred.  This  same  Committee  of  grievances  began^ 
about  the  end  of  December,  to  evince  a  disposition  to  in* 
crease  their  numbers ;  and  they  entered  into  a  Resolution^ 
stating,  that  it'  was  desirable  their  SSecretary  should  cor* 
lespond  witik  Callioiic  ^ntlemen  in  the  country,  for  the 
purpose  of  obtainiyg  fnH  information  of  their  sentiments. 
There  was  a  subsequent  Resolution  to  augmcfU  the  members^ ' 
but  not  one  word  as  to  delegation  That  was  to  be  fixed  by 
a  sub-committee.  Th^y  never  shewed  this  until  the  S3d  of 
January.  At  tliat  time  they  had  a  raeetir^,  and  be  would 
beg  leave  to  read  what  was  said  by  one  or  the  niembers  on 
that  occasion.  That  member^  seeing  occasion  to  speak 
against  the  aggregate  meeting,  expressed  bis  dissent,  by 
saying,  tliat  there  were  thirtv-six  members  of  the  Committee, 
which  were  enougii  ;  and  that  if  they  increased  ihem  in  the  ' 
way  that  was  proposed  to  one  hundred  andTfifly,  it  would 
be  too  many.  He  begged  the  House  to  recollect  that  I)o 
kad  already  shewn  tliey  met  from  week  to  week,  and  one 
violent  proposition  engendered  an«^.^her,.  until  the  most 
respectable  of  the  Catholics  took  the  alarm,  and  discoii* 
tinned  their  attendance  at  the  meeting.  On  the  3d  of 
February,  and  at  an  adjourned  meeting,  a  Resolution  was 
passed,  that  the  f)etition  of  the  Catholics  be  transmitted  to 
England.  Another  Resolution  was  also  passed,  that  a  pro- 
posed delegation  often  from  each  county  to  the  Committee^ 
exceeded  its  powers;  but  this  Resolution  was  afterwards 
recinded.  On  tlie  same  2d  of  February,  Lord  Frcncb 
says,  ^^  Your  petition  is  at  an  end;  you  have  exceeded, 
your  powers  ;  do  you  mean  to  erect  yourselves  into  a  per- 
petual parliament  ?"  On  the  9th  of  February  there  was 
another  meeting,  at  i^ihich  the  most  viokotand  unjustifiable 
language  was  held.  At  this  meeting  L.ord  Fingal,  one  of  the 
most  patriotic  and  anient  Catholics  in  Ireland,  was  attacked. 
A  gentleman  present  rose  for  the  purpose  of  justifying  liord 
Fingal,  in  a  bpeech,  in  which  he  used  such  language  as 
would  "Scarcely  be  credited.     [Hece  the  right  honourable 


WarcM?.]  IllJSLA^D*  273 

member  read'some  passages  frooi  this  mock  defence,  which 
wad  most  sarcastic  and  ironical,  stating  that  his  lordship 
had  nfo  other  motive  ia  joining  the  enemies  of  theCatho 
lies  than  to  be  of  service  to  the  latter,  j  Honourable  gentle- 
tuen  might  smile,  and  think  it  an  excellent  joke;  but  he 
•coold  Assure  them,  that  it  was  thought  no  joke  by  the  re- 
spectable Catholics  of  Dublin.  jUp  to  this  tim^  the  I^brd 
Lieutenant,  though  always  looking  to  their  proceedings 
with  an  anxious  eye,  hacf  Forborne  to  take  any  ti6tice  of 
Xhetn ;  but  at  last  their  proceedings  became  so  alarmiog, 
that  it  was  the  general  opinion  it  was  hish  time  for  Go-* 
vernment  to  interfere,  tte  had  now  gone  through  the  pro« 
ceedin^s  of  the  Committee  of  1810/  TheBuke  of  Rich** 
mond  liad  been  accused  in  one  place  of  acting  with  too 
much  lenity,  in  another,  with  too  much  seventy,  towards 
the  Catholics ;  and  amidst  such  a  variety  of  contradictory 
opinions^  he  would  leave  it  to  the  House  to  say,  whether, 
in  the  course  of  the  whole  proceeding  with  regard  to -the 
Catholics,  the  Government  of  Ireland  had  acted  In  such  a 
manner  as  to  prevent  them  from  exercising  their  right  to 
petition  either  the  King,  the  Regent,  or  the  Parliament.-— 
It  became,  however,  at  length  necessary  for  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant to  look  more  closely  to  their  proceedings.  He  (Mr. . 
.Pole)  advised  him  to  do  so ;  the  Lord  Chancellor  and  the  , 
Attornev-GeneritI  had  done  the  same,  though  they  always^ 
wete  of  opinion,  that  it  would  be  prudent  to  defer  any  de* 
cisive  measure  as  long  as  possible.  He  now  came  to  ai^swer 
that  part  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  questioc^,  how 
the  Irish  Government  came  to  defer  taking  notice  of  these 
proceedings  for  so  lon'^  a  time?  He  could  assure  the 
House,  that  the  sole  reasbn  was,  that  they  were  the  pro* 
ceediiigs  of  the  Catholics;  and  that,  if  they,  had  been  a 
-Committed  of  Protestants,  Dissenters,  Orange-meo,  or  any 
other  description  of  persons,  he  would  not  have  thought 
himself  iustUied  in  suffering  them  t^  proceed  so  ifar\  ancl 
that  he  had  acted  only  in  the  way  he  had  done  from  a  con- 
viction that  it  was  the  best  mode  he  could  adopt.  He  now 
came  to  the  second  part  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman's 
itrgumdrit.  The  House  would  recollect^  that  the  proceed* 
ings  to  wliich  he  had  alluded  came  up  to  the  9tb  of  Fe- 
bruiry.  Neither  he  nor  atiy  other  ibember  of  the  Irish 
Government  ^ver  6a w  Hay^s  letter  *tiU  the  iOth.  (Ilear^^ 
hear  I  from  the  Oppositionbenchci.)  The  honourable  gen-' 
Vot.  U— l&ll.  2  N 
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tteman,  perhaps,  might  have  been  favoured  with  a  copy 
before,  because  it  was  not  improbable  he  was  i&cquainted 
with  the  author*     (Htar^  hear  I  from  the  tame  mde.)    He 
understood  that  **  hear,  bear  T*  and  supposed  it  signiBed 
that  Government  had  i\ot  good  information,  or  ought  to 
have  had  it  sooner ;  but  so  it  was,  and  he  would  leave  the 
House  to  judse  of  it  from  a  fair  statement  of  the  whole 
transaction.    Government,  oh  the  lOth,  got  possession  of 
a  copy  of  the  letter.    They  at  the  same  time  received  secret 
information  that  it  had  been  circulated  in  every  part  of  Ire* 
knd ;  that  many  members  had  been  chosefu  in  consequence 
in  different  places,  and  that  several  would  certainly  meet  on 
the  1 6th  or  23d  at  iarthest ;'  that  the  letter  had  been  drawn 
up  by  such  persons  of  the  G>mmittee  as  were  lawyers^  in 
order  to  keep  it  as  far  as  possible  out  of  the  scope  and  mean- 
ing of  the  Convention  Act ;  that  on  the  SSd  they  would 
have  their  meeting,  and  would  be  able  to  transmit  the  reso- 
lutions they  should  come  to  to  every  part  of  the  country.-— 
The  Government  had  also  information,  that  there  were 
various  modes  of  election,  so  arranged  as  to  insure  secresy ; ' 
and  several  names  were  transmitted  from  Dublin  to  dk- 
ierent  places  in  the  country,  to  be  chosen  for  those  places, 
in  order,  as  they  said,  that  tbefe  might  always  be  a  majo« 
Txij  residing  in  Uublin  to  carry  on  the  purposes  of  the  Comr* 
mttee.    Tne  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Poosonby) 
bad  asked  him,  whether,  in  writing  the  letter  issued  in  his^ 
name,  he  had  consulted  the  Attorney -General  and  other 
Law  Officers  of  the  Irish  Government  ?    That  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  some  time  ago  held  an  office  of  the 
greatest  importance  in  that  country;.  The  right  honourable 
gentleman  near  him  (Mr.  Elliott)  held  the  office  of  Chief 
Secretary  at  the  same  time.    He'would  ask  the  latter,  how 
he,  in  such  a  case,  would  have  advised  the  Lord  Lieute- 
nant to  proceed  ?    He  (Mr.  Pole)  conceived  he  might  an^ 
8wer  for  him,  that  he  would  have  advised  him  to  send  for 
Lord  Chkncellor  Ponsonby,  who  would  have  advised  that 
the  Attorney  and  Solicitor  General  (Messrs.  Bushe  and 
Plunkett)  should  be  called  in^  and  that  measures  should  be 
adopted  upon  their  united  opmions*     He  (Mr.  Pole)  could 
not  take  the  opinion  of  Lord  Chancellor  Ponsonby^  because 
be  was  in  England ;  but  he  had  taken  the  opinion  Of  Lord 
Cnaq,celIor  Manners.    He  could  not  take  the  opinions  of 
Messrs.  Bushe  and  Plunkett^  for  they  were  both  out  of 
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town ;  but  he  had  taken  the  opinions  of  Mr*  Saurin  and 
Mr.  Bashe ;  and  it  was  on  the  nnited  opinions  of  those  three 
eminent  characters,  that  the  letter  issued  in  his  name  had 
been  fjramed ;  and  he  was  proad  to  declare,  that  the  last 
words  of  Lord  Manners  to  him  were,  ''  that  he  woald  ne-. 
ver  forgive  him  ^Mr.  Pole),  if  he  did  not  put  his  name  for- 
ward,'  and  let  him  stand  the  foremost  as  having  ^ven  this 
advice."  The  Duke  of  Richmond  had,  by  his  advice,  taken 
the  opinions  of  all  these  great  men  before  he  adopted  the 
measures  which  had  drawn  so  much  censure  from  the  right 
honourable  gentleman.     (Hear^  hear\)     The^  had  not 
thought  it  necessary  to  apply  to  the  Chief  Justice,  from  a 
motive  of  delicacv,  lest  in  case  any  thing  should  happen, 
which  might  renJer  it  necessary  to  bring  pei'sons  before  biox 
for  trial)  he  might,  by  being  called  to  the  council,  be  put  in 
possession  of  evidence,  which  might  afterwards  operate  in 
the  way  ^of  prepossession  against  those  who  were  to  take 
their  trials.     After  these  great  and  learned  men  had  ma- 
turely considered  the  subject,  it  was  thought  necessary  by 
the  Lord  Chancellor  and  the  Attomey-Ueneral,  that  the 
latter  should  draw  up  the  letter,  which  was  issued  in  his 
(Mr.  Pole's)  name,  and  frame  it  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
bring  clearly  before  the  eyes  of  the  Catholic  Committee  the 
nature  of  tHeir  proceedings,  and  the  tendency  they  had  to 
violate  all  the  provisions  of  the  Convention  Act.  llie  letter 
thus  drawn  up  by  this  high  authority  was  issued ;  and  he 
was  happy  to  say,  that  not  one  person  had  hptn  taken  up 
and  held  to  bail  in  consequence  of  it,  except  the  printer  of 
the  Galway  paper,  who  had  inserted  an  advertisement,  call- 
ing a  meeting,  directly  in  the  teeth  of  it.    The  Lord  Lieu-^ 
tenant  and  Council  had,  from  the  beginning  to  the  end, 
acted  in  a  spirit  of  the  greatest  lenity  towards  the  Catho' 
lies.    They  supposed  this  letter  would  have  the  desired  ef- 
fect ;  and  it  was  positively  determined  at  the  time  it  was 
issued  not  to  act  farther  upon  it.     It  had  been  said,  that  it 
was  very  extraordinary  the  Irish  Government  should  then 
call  the  Catholic  Committee  illegal.     This  point  had  not 
escaped  the  acute  sagacity  of  Lord  Chancellor  Manners 
and  Mr.  Saurin ;  but  they  were  well  convinced,  that  al- 
though the  Catholic  Committee,  merely  as  a  Catholic  Com- 
mittee, was  not  illegal,  yet  from  their  having  constituted 
themselves  into  a  Committee  of  Grievances,  in  which  the 
most  violent  language  had  been  held  ;  and  from  the  secret 
information  he  had  received,  they  were  detenu  incd  to  call 
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U  SO.  As  to  the  charge  of  his  presuming  to  take  such  a 
step  upon  his  own  responsibiiity.  he  mus  sprpris^d  it  should 
he  imputed  to  him,  for  he  was  no  lawyer ;  and  he  assured, 
the  Housiej  thi^t  whatever  degree  of  arrogance  might  be 
imputed  to  Kim,  h^  never  entertained  an  idea  oT  taking 
tiDon  himself  an  act  of  such  Hiaguitiide  and  importance .— 
Tne  honourable  member  then  proceeded  to  observe,  ihat 
the  Irish  Government  could  not  wait  for  instructions  from 
this  country,  because  this  self-constituted  Parliament  would. 
have  had  one  meeting,  which  might  have  had  a  very  dis* 
agreeable  and  dangeroos  effect*  He  must  contend,  that 
the  proceedings  adopted  by  the  Irish  Government  had  pro* 
duced  beneficial  effects;  the  countrv  had  remained  per- 
fectly tranquil ;.  and  he  trusted  that  those  of  ih^  Catholics^ 
who  were  at  all  misguided,  bad  returned  to  a  sense  of  tbcin 
duty.  Having  received  informatiQU  that  the  Committee 
was  to  meet  in  the  way  that  was  proposed  in  their  Circular, 
Government  resolved  to  take  measures  for  dispersing  i.t^  and 

'  that,  ifpossible«  by  mild  intimations.    A  great  deal  of  ri- 
dicule had  been  thrown  upon  the  proceedings  of  Aldennau 
parley;  but  he  would  a^k,  whether  anv  other  proceedings 
oould  have  been  justly  taken  under  alfthe  circumstances? 
That  Magistrate  returned  to  the  Government  which  had 
sent  hinij  and  inforn^ed  them,  that  the  Meeting  had  de**. 
clared  themselves  only  a  number  of  Catholic  gentlemen^, 
assembled  for  th^  purpose  of  considering  their  Petition  to 
Parliatnent.     He  put  the  question  to  Lord  Frenqh^  who 
told  him,  on  his  honour,  they  were  no  Committee,  but- 
merely  a  set  of  gentlemen  met  about  a  Petition.    On 
receiving  this  information  from  the  Alderman,  he  had  con-^ 
suited  with  the  Lord  Chancellor  and  the  Attorney-G^nerar 
ibr  Ireland,  who  all  said,  "  Lord  French  is  a  man  of  ho«» 
nonr,  and  a  gentleman,  and  we  will  t-dke  him  at  his  word/* 
The  Magistrate  was  therefore  desired  to  return,  and  inform 

,  the  Meeting,  that  they  should  not  be  molested»  Certain 
he  wa^,  that  had  the  right  honourable  gentleman  himsel£ 
been  in  the  same  situation  with  the  Loid  Chancelloi*,  he 
would  have  given  precisely  the  same  advice,  ani  acted  as 
they  had  done.  Those  who  composed  the  Irish.  Govern- 
ment were  not  to  be  considered  as  drivellers  and  bIockheads> 
because  they  took  the  word  of  gentlemen.^  lie  felt  con- 
vinced in  his  own  mind,  that  the  .great  body  o.f  the  people 
of  Ireland,  though  irritated  at  first  by  the  Circiilar  Letter 
of  Government,  would  ultimately  applaud  the  measure^ 


^hich  Goveromsnt  kac(  resorted  to*  The  right  bonoorable 
gentleman  tben  adverted  to  the  Resolutions  which  were  ej^ 
tered  into  by  the  last  Catholic  Meeting  wbich  had  'verj^ 
lateij  taken  place  in  Dublin.  This  Meeting  had  said  b^ 
fore,  tbfil.  they  had  complete  power  over  all^Catholic  affairs. 
This  wa^  their  claioai  and  that  which  encfted  the  jealotray 
of  Government.  Biu  on  the  Ist  of  Marcb^  the  verv  day 
on  whjch  he  left  Ireland,  ibis  Meeting  passed  a  Resolutions 
to  this  effect :  ''  That  the  object  of  tbie  Coaunittee^s  ap-> 
poiutment  was  to  prepare  n  retition  to  ParliameuU**  The 
purport  of  their  second  Resolution  vvas^  "  That  the  Com*- 
tnittee  baving  no  other  object  in  its  appointment,  they  feli 
strongly  that  their  proccedmga  did  not  come  under  any 
thing  like  the  ConveiUion  Act."  The  Meeting  which, 
passed  these  Resolutions^  was  not  at  all  molested,  and  he 
was  very  b^ppy  that  it  was  not.  The  next  meeting  of  the 
CbmoMltee  was  on  the  2d  of  March ;  on  which  occasion 
also  their  Resolutions  were  remarkable.  A  Miajor  Bryao,, 
who  was  in  the  chair,  said,  that  he  had  meant  to  propose 
a  Petition  to  the  Regoit  for  removing  the  Duke  of  Rich-^ 
ipopd  fcom  the  Vice-regal  Government;. bat  be  noHir  found  . 
that  sucb  a  Petitioa  conildbe  properly  proposed  only  at  aoo 
aggregate  meeting.  In  tbis  the  M))jor  was  |)erfectly  ^ight ;. 
and  be  (Mr.  Pole)  ba^  no  manner  of  objection  to  such  tf 
motion.  Biit  be  most  particularly  call  the  attention  of  the 
FJou$e  to-  the  first  Resolution  which  they  then  actually 
adopted.  It  was,  tha^  their  Petitions  be  engrossed,  and 
sent  to  Lord  Donougbmoreand  Mr.  Grattan,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  being;  pteseuted  to  tlie  two  Houses  of  Parliament*. 
Thus  ended  tlie  labours  of  th»t  Cummittee>  at  which  teroii'^ 
nation  he  for  one  ^ertuinly  felt  ex4r«raely  happy,  (//ear*. 
hear  \)  His  then  begged  leave  alnirtly  to  advert  to  aome- 
allo«ij(^na  that  had  l^een  m:id^  to  him  on  a  farmer  occasion. 
He  understood  that  an  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Whit-- 
bread)  had  said,  that. he*  (Mt.  Pole)  seemed  on  allocca-  <^ 
iiouS' to  assume  to^hii^iself  all  the  powersof  the  Irish  Go' 
verntnent.  He  hoped  that  no  such  observation  liad  faUeo 
ffiouv^lie  honoor^bie  gentleqMi),  and  particularly  in  bis  ab- 
seoee;  and  that  the  honourable  gentleman  bad  too  muck 
cand<Hir*to  say  that  he  had  b^en  guilty  of  any  such  criminal 
act;.  He;  wished  also  to  say,  though  in  perfect  good  b«« 
moi4r»  tiiat  he  hoped  the  honourable  gentiemiin  would  not 
crack  jokes  on  his,  character  in  h»  alienee.  He  had  also 
seen  a  Eepoit;  of  it%  having  b<»n  stated  in  another  p]ace». 
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that  tite  Irish  Government  bad  acted  like  iocendiaries,  and 
bad  set  fire  to  the  bouse  which  they  thought  they  were  to 
leave*  This  was  a  pretty  serious  charge  against  sach  men 
Rs  the  Duke  of  Richmond  and  the  Lord  Chancellor  oflre* 
land ;  but  tf  the  House  looked  at  the  dates,  they  would  see 
that  nothing  could  be  more  unjust ;  for  they  would  find, 
that  when  the  order  was  issued  by  the  Irish  Government, 
they  were  aware  no  change  wouM  take'  place.  (Heart 
krarl)  He  must  say,  that  such  charges  as  ihcse  had  pro- 
duced the  most  painful  impressions  on  the  Irish  Govern- 
ment, and  he  was  most  sorry  they  had  been  so  lightly  ha. 
zarded.  He  begged  pardon  of  the  House  for  having  de- 
tained them  so  long.  {Hear  I  hear !)  But  he  trusted  that 
the  statement  he  had  given  would  afford  satisfaction  to  the 
•House,  and  that  they  would  see  no  necessity  for  the  pro- 
duction of  the  papers  moved  for. 

Mr,  Whitbrrad  was  desirous  of.  taking  in  the  same  pooH 
humour  in  which  it  bad  been  given,  the  allusion  made  to 
himself.  From  the  adrice  as  to  the  future,  and  castigation 
for  the  past,  with  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
bad  accompanied  his  remarks  on  what  be  supposed  to  have 
fiillen  from  him  (Mr.  Whitbread),  he  must  ask  a  question 
of  the  right  bohounible  gentleman,  namely,  if  he  received 
bis  information  from  newspaper  Ireport,  or  in  consequence  of 
a  communication  from  any  honourable  friend  who  had  been 
present,  and  thought  tliat  he  had  used  nvonb  in  the  absence 
of  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  which  he  would  not  hare 
vsfti  bad  he  been  present?  If  the  former,  be  (Mr.  W  hit- 
bread)  having  nothing  to  do  with  any  newspaper,  could  not 
be  answerable  for  what  it  mightstate*  If  the  latter,  he  was 
not  conscious  of  having  said  any  thing  he  would  not  have 
&tated,  had  the  right  honourable  gentlenuui  been  present  ^ 
and  be  begged  to  tell  him,  that  he  would  not  be  prevented, 
in  consequence  of  the  absence  of  the  right  iionourabic 
gentleman,  from  making  such  remarks  as  be  might  thhik 
necessary  upon  any  measure  in  which  he  was  concerned. 
There  were  always  a  sufficient  number  of  gentkmen  present, 
connected  with  the  right  honourable  gentleman^  who  could 
acquaint  him  with  what  was  said. 

Mr,  IV.  Pofe  said,  he  had  his  information  from  (he  news- 
papers. It  was  so  like  the  manner  of  .the  honourable  gentle* 
man,  howevci',  that  be  had  supposed  it  correct.  He  btKl 
alluded  to  it,  however,  in  perfect  good*humour,  ahdnow 
believe^  the  honourable  gentleman  jiad  not  said  iU       *    * 
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Mr*  Whkbread  could  not  answet  lor  a  newspaper  state* 

Mr.  Pamell  should  wait  till  ^  future  opportunity  in 
<kUvcr  bis  opinion  on  the  policy  of  the  Jrish  Grovemment* 
He  contcmled  that  the  motives  of  the  Catholics  coald  be 
fiiitly  judged  of  only  from  the  Resolutions  they  had  come 
iOi  and  not  from  tlie  speeches  which  the  right  hononiabla 
gentleman  bad  alluded  to*  Even  in  those  speeches,  however, 
bc'subroiUrd  that  iherc  was  nothing  wliich  couhl  bear  oat 
the  Irish  Government  in  the  conclusions  they  hstd  drawn 
from  them.  The  Committee,  the  appointment  of.  which 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  esteemed  to  be  so  strong  a 
proof  of  improper  motives  in  the  original  Committee,  and 
which  he  called  a  Committee  of  Grievances,  was  no  more 
than  a  Sub-Committee,  appointed  to  arrange  the  statement 
of  disabilities  to  be  presesited  to  this  Hoi^.  The  case 
oftbc  soldier  wa&  one  of  peculiar  hardship,  he  having  been 
sentenced  to  be  punished  for  refusing  to  attend  a  Protestant 
place  of  worship,  being  himself  a  Catfiolic ;  ^and  it  was  only 
to  prevent  a  recurrence  of  such  a  circumstance  that  this  was 
taken  up  by  the  Committee.  Another  thing  complained  of 
was,  a  proposal  to  address  the  Regent.  \V  hat !  is  it  to  be  held 
that  this  should  be  a  sufficient  ground  to  put  the  Goriventton 
Act  in  execution  ?  These^ere  all  the  things  the  Committee 
bad  .done,  and  in  none  of  t hem  was  there  any  thing  to  shew 
they  wished  to  ferment  disturbouce  in  the  country.  As  to 
the  speech  of  Mr.  Finnertv,  to  which  the  right  honourtble 
gentleman  had  alluded,  be  (Mr.  Parnell)  had  read  that 
speech  with  great  satisfaction,  a^d  he  would  tell  them  why.- 
I'iie  Catholic  Committee  were  impressed  with  a  false  feelings 
that  their  complaints  would  not  be  listened  to  by  that 
House  or  by  the  Country.  Mr.  Fionerty  found  that  they 
were  actuated  by  this  improper  prejudice,  and  he  succeedol 
in  removing  it.  He  convinced  them  that  there  was  no  indis« 
position  on  the  part  of  that  House  or  of  the  country  to  listen 
to  their  cbn^  plaints— that  they  ought  not  to  be  induced  to 
believe  that  there  was  a  determined  resolution  against  them 
-^but  he  assured  them,  that  if  they  could  shew  that  they 
had  fiiir  ground  of  complaint,  they  would  succeed  in  ob» 
tainbg  redress.  He,  of  course,  took  away  from  them  this 
linjnst  •  feeling  of  prejudice  asainst  this  country,  and  pre- 
yented  them  from  despairing  of  ever  succeeding  in  their  ap- 

{>lications  for  a  redress  of  grievances.    As  far  as  he  (Mr. 
fa^neU)  could  judge  of  the  interests  of  Ireland,  this  gentle* 
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«uin  (Mr.  Finncrty)  had  confiefrad  a  gieat  boon  on  tlie 
country,,  as  he  shelved  them  the  folly  of  disunions,  pre^ 
judioRs,  and  jfolotisies  aipong  themselves,  at  a  period  wneii 
iiurion  and  conBdehce  were  the  onlj  means  of  protecting  the 
tduntry  agninst  llie  attacks  of  our  common  enemy. 

Mr.  Eliht^  alluding  to  {hat  part  of  the  statem^t  of  Mr. 
Pole  -which  mentioned  a  threat  tioring  been  held  out  by  the 
Duke  of  Bcdfonrs  Government  to  the  CatholioS)  of  putting 
ID  force  the  Convention  Act,  stated  that  the  (xovemmerit  of 
^hat  d»y  had  no  doubt  admoiiished  the  Catholics  (o  do 
nothing  hi  contravention  of  the  law  ;  but  with  respect  to 
any  threat  as  \o  the  Oonvention  Act,  notSonly  was  that  not  so, 
tmt  the  diin^  was  never  even  thought  of,  or  m  contemplation. 
His  wish  was  for  information  on  a  subject  of  such  im- 
|H>rtance,  and  therefore  he  must  vote  lor  the  motion.  He 
was  not  a  person  who  could  coontenahce  an  infraction  of  t  he 
Jaw,  nor  did  he  know  that  any  such  existed* 

Mr.  fV,  Pole  e.xplamed. 

Mr.  bhaw^  of  Dublm,  spoke  io  the  following  eilect  r**^ 
"^^Upon  a  question  of4hiBkind,so  immediately  connected 
with  the  city  of  Dublin,  1  should  feel  it  difficult  ib  content 
VYseif  with  a  silent  v€ite.    Differing  materially  as  I  do  with 
those  gefillemen  with  whom  I  have  hitherto  been  in  the 
habit  of  acting,  I  am  the  mor^  anxious  to  be  distinctly 
understood. — Whatever  necessity    the    right   honourable 
gentleman  might  suppose  to  have  existed  for  putting  a  stop 
to  those  meetings,  sure  I  am  that  the  prevalent  convictiorr 
upon  this  subject  in  Ireland  was,  that  of  all  modes  to  be 
adopted  for  the  suppression  of  those  meetings^  that  telected' 
by  the  right  honourable  gentleman  was  or  all  others  the 
most  unibrtunnte,  and  least  likely  to  attain  the  object  he  had 
in  view,    it  is  evident  to  every  man  such  o  letter  should 
ilever  have  been  issued',  but  alter  the  roost  mature  detibera- 
tioB,  and  under  circumstances  of  the  most  pressing  neces- 
sity.   And  when  we  consider  that  many  of  the  gentlemen 
who  attend  and  compose  those  meetings,  are  gentkmen  dig* 
nified  by  birth^  by  fortune,  and  highly  elevated  in  society 
for  charactenind  reputation,  a  communication  should  have 
been  made  to  tiicm  by  Government,  io  a  manner  vftry  dif- 
ferent, and  less  likely  to  widen  that  breach  which  so  un- 
happily  exists*  in    our   country.     But  what  have  been' 
the  circumstances?    After  having  been  hastily  rs&dlved, 
it  is  as  timidly  abandoned.      Is  this  a  lind  of  conduct' 
likely  to   raise   the   character   of  the  Irish  Government^ 
in  the  eyes  of  the  Irish  people  ?  Wc  find  the  Magistrates, 
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after  going  to  act  on  it^  enter  into  a  long  altercation,  and 
many  messages  pass  backward  and  forward  from  the  Castle, 
which  endi  in  a  paper  war  between  the  parties— and  the 
only  result  from  it  is^  that  the  anfortuni^te  circular  letter, 
has  gone  out  into  the  country  as  a  firebrand,  and .  a  rallying 
point  for  all  the  disa^ectecl,  and  remains  a  lasting  mono* 
ment  of  the  rashness  and  imbecility  of  the  Irish  uovern* 
menl." 

,  Sir  IT.  Montgomm/  diflSsred   tatirely    iirom  the  last, 
speaker. 

Mr.  Tighc  asked  what  were  the  instances  selected  Jby  the 
right  honoumble  gentleman  (Pole)  in  proof  of  the  pro- 
eralings  resorted  to  by  the  Committee  being  subversive  of 
the  Irish  Government?  They  voted  thanks  to  Lord 
Donoughmore: — Was  this  the  first  act  subversive  oftho 
Irish  G«vernment  ?  I'hev  next  take  notice  of  a  poor  soldier, 
degratded  and  punished  because  he  would  not  march  to  a 
church,  where  he  was  to  hear  a  doctrine  of  which  he  did 
not  approve*— Was  this  subversive  of  the  Irish  Grovern* 
menC?  No;  but  the  principles  which  oroduced  this  con- 
duct towards  the  soldier  in  question  mignt,  and  inall  proba* 
billty  would,  lead  to  the  subversion  of  the  Irish  Governments 
Then  they  take  notice  of  a  letter  of  Dr.  Troy,  with  respect 
la  the  FouadliBg  Hospital.  But  were  there  any  other  ov^rt 
acta  of  treason  ?  Yes  ;  they  appointed  a  Committee  to  state 
what  were  the  disabilities  of  which  they  complained,  and 
this  the  r^t  hoQourable  gentleman  nick-named  a  Com* 
mittee  of  Grievances ;  and  their  numbers  being  reduced  to 
tjbirty-six,  they  wished  to  increase  the  number.  Another 
act,  subversive  of  the  Oovemment  of  Ireland,  was  an  inti« 
mation  of  an  Address  to  the  Regent.  If  all  of  these  acts 
were  known,  why  was  not  the  pleasure  of  the  Regent  taken 
upon. them?  Did  the  Government  believe  bis  Royal 
Highness  would  not  sanction  them?  Or  was  it  meant  to 
throw  a  stigma  upon  his  Government,  or  rather  upon  his 
character  ?  If  the  latter,  never  was  a  more  unsuccessful 
attempt ;  for  never  did  his  name  stand  so  high,  in  love, 
favour,  and  ajfection,  ia  Ireland,  as  it  did  since  the  steps 
which  bad  followed  the  issuing  of  the  letter  in  que»tion» 
by  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  would  have  shewn 
bis  tender  mercv,  by  imprisoning  one  half  of  the  population 
tf  Ireland.  The  conduct  of  the  Catholics,  however,  had 
united  all  the  Protestants  in  one,  teaching  ihem  to  regard 
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the  acceding  to  the  Catholic  chinis  as  the  only  security  for 
the  safety  of  the  country. 

Sir  Thomas  Twrton  stated,  that  in  bis  opinion  Catholic 
emancipation  Tvould  not  produce  all  those  beneficial  effects 
which  Vfcfe  anticipated  ;  and  that  a  solid  improvement  of 
the  interests  of  Ireland  must  be  sought  for  in  a  series  of  wise 
and  conciliatory  measures.  Although  not  satisfied  entirely 
with  the  letter  of  the  Irish  Groverament,  yet  he  thought  the 
explanation  which  had  been  given,  rendered  further  infer* 
mation  unnecessary. 

JMr.  Ponsoriby.*^*^  In  rising  to  claim  the  indulgence  of 
the  House  in  making  mv  reply^  I  cannot  help  taking  notioe» 
in  the  first  place,  of  the  olMerralions  of  the  honourable 
Baronet  who  has  just  sat  down.  I  am  snfte  that  he  had  only 
stated  liis  real  sentiments  on  the  subject,  and  tlmt  those  senti* 
ments  are  always  entitled  to  consideration  and  respect.  But 
when  be  states  that  in  his  opinion  the  measure  of  Catholic 
emancipation  would  not  yield  satisfaction  to  the  people  of 
Irrfaih),  it  ought  not  to  be  forgotten  that  this  was  tb^  mere 
opinion  of  an  individual  in  opposition  to  the  plain  decla* 
nttious,  the  known  sentiments,  and  ^he  expressed  Wishes,  of 
the  sufferers  themselves.  Surely  the  honoumble  gentleman 
will  not  be  disposed  to  assume  that  he  is  better  informed 
of  the  feelings  and  temper  of  the  Irish  Catholics  than  the 
Catholics  themselvesi  who  have  so  long  and  so  vainly  sup 
plicated  for  thi>  boon  of  emancipation.  He  can  scarcely 
affect  to  know  What  wilt^ conciliate  the  complainants  better 
than  themselves.  The  honoumble  gentleman  remarked  like* 
wise  that  emancipation  woald  be  uselessi  unless  accompanied 
by  other  measures.  Upon  what  principle  of  justice,  I  will 
ask  him,  or  by  what  rule  of  reasoning,  can  he  determine  t^ 
refuse  the  Catholics  one  concession,  only  because  he  cannot 
at  the  same  time  yield  them  others  i  Why  Would  he^  be- 
cau^  he  cannot  bestow  on  them  what  they  do  not  ask, 
Withhold  that  for  which  they  have  so  frequently  petitioned  ? 
The  honourable  member  delivered  a  panegyric  upon  the 
indulgence  and  lenity  which  had  uniformly  characterised 
the  Duke  of  Richmond's  Government.  Sir,  I  shall  be  the  ' 
last  man,  in  any  place,  or  on  any  occasion,  whatever  may  be 
tnv  polittcal  enmities,  to  impute  to  any  man  misconduct, 
where  there  is  not  evidence  of  his  culpability.  In  the 
jianegyric,  therefore,  on  his  grace  the  Lord  Lieutenant  I  am 
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fully  .ificlioeil  io  concur^  as  iar  as  it  may  pe  nnderetood  to 
imply  that^ood-horaonr  and  beaevoleot  intention  by  which 
I  befieye  him  to  have  been  actuated  (Hear  I  hear  I).  But 
this  is  not  the  question  now  before  the  House,  and  has  no 
connection  with  the  distinct  consideration^  of  the  merits 
or  demerits  of  a  proceeding  so  contrary  to  the  geneml 
character  of  the  Irish  Government,  and  so  opposite  to  the 
qoalities  that  fernied  the  groand  of  the  panegyrics  which 
we  have  heard.— (/7f or  I  h^r !  hedr  I)  The  right  honour 
able  genfleman  (Mr*  Pole)  has  accused  the  Catholic  Com^i 
mittee  of  departing  from  their  former  views,  and  of  adopting 
principles  -aiiieraDt  from  those  which  ihej^  or^^ally  as- 
sembled to  promote.  But  he  has  been  utterly  unable  to 
name  the  period  at  which  this  alteration  commenced,  or  the 
time  their  new'  purposes  have  been  entertained.  All  is 
ooiyectaie,  vague  and  unsupported  statement.  In  prooC 
however  of  his  assertion,  the  r^ht  honourable  gentleman  has 
told  us  that  some  violent  speeches  were  made  at  the  mi;et* 
ings  of  the  Gommittee.  Are  we  then,  because  some  indt- 
yidual,  perhaps  more  warmly  than  is  prudent)  inveighs 
against  the  authors  of  a  pakicolar  grievancei  io  condemn  to* 
silence  all  those  who  may  assemble  to  take  it  into  quiet  con- 
sideration i^Hear !  hear  I)  ^  Is  the  indiscretion  of  on6  man 
io  involve  in  its  consequences  the  interests  of  thousands  i 
What  should  we  think  of  his  candour  who,  because  h^  bad 
heard  a  talkative^  impertinent  person  engrosi  to  himself  the 
privilege  of  speaking,  should  «et  down  all  the  rest  of  the 
company  to  be  fools  i  Among  the  sneeches  alluded  Io  by 
the  right  honourable  gentleman^  is  tnat  of  Mr.  Finnerty^ 
who  is  BOW  1  believe  confined  in  Lincoln  gaol  for  a  libel 
on  Lord  Castlereagb.  I  certainly  cannot  claim  anyao- 
quaintanoe  with  Mr.  Finaerty ;  and  it  strikes  me  very 
Ibrcibly^  that  the  introduction  of  that  gentleman^s  nam^  on 
this  occasion,  was  an  expedient  of  the  right  honourable 
gentlemau,  intended  to  serve  a  special  ^tptm^^JHear  i 
hearl  hear  I)  Now,  Sir,  as*  to  the  speech  itself  of  Mr. 
Finnerty,  [  cannot,  I  confess,  see  ^ny  thing  in  it  which  is 
not  equally  creditable  to  himself  and  to  the  Committee  to 
whom  it  was  addressed.  For  what  is  ito  drift  ami  armament  i 
He,  an  Irishman,  htely  arrived  from  England,  finds  the 
Irish  Catholics  in  a  rtate  of  discontent  and  irritatiouj 
ascribing  their  grieyanoes  to  English  connection ;  and  ha 
tells  them  that  they  ar^  deosived ;  ths^t  the  English  people 
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are  not  dc»r  to  their  oomplainu ;  that  they  aie  not  iiiiensf  ble ' 
of  their  sufieriDgs  and  their  wrongt :  hnt  that  these  on^^ht  to 
beattribated  to  the  Goigemment  of  England,  and  to  the 
govemnient  alone  {Hear  I  kear !  hear !).  He  exhorts  them 
not  to  despair,  not  to  desert  their  appeal  to  FarHament,  and 
urges  them  to  a  steady  and  nnitmitting  perseveninoe  in  th* 
course  on  which  they  had  already  eatmd.  These  prudent 
and  well-timed  suggestions  were  prudently  adopted  by  the 
Comraittee ;  and  although  it  is  certainly  very  natural  that 
Ministers  should  think  them  Tery  reprehensiUe,  it  would  be 
strange  if  this  House  should  consign  them  to  condemnation. 
(JSearl  hear  I  heariy  But  it  seems  that  other  speeches 
were  made,  aye,  and  of  still  greater  violence^^^peeches  of 
such  terriblb  and  alarming  import,  that  the  right  nonoumble 

S'nf  leman  is  positively  afraiu  of  reading  an  extract  to  the 
ouse,  although  these  same  speeches  luiTe  been  already 
published  in  every  newspaper.  ^*  While  all  this  was  going 
on/'  says  he,  ^^  we  forbore  still,  although  we  had  sec^  in- 
formation of  it.V  Secret  Information  ofit !  Incomparabb 
lenity !  Admirable  secresy  I  ^'  We  were  watching  their  meet«^ 
ings— »we  knew  in  our  secret  council  all  their  operation9(-<-our 
spies  were  at  work— we  received  accurate  intelligence  repect^ 
ing  every  speech  or  motion  that  was  made."  Indeed  I  O  states- 
man-like caution  I  O  wise  and  provident  counsellors !  You 
did,  then,  succeed  by  these  m^'sterious  channels,  in  making 
yourselves  acquainted  with  what  was  known  to  every  in- 
dividual in  Dublin,  and  regularly  published  in  the  news* 
papers  of  the  day!  (A  laugh  j  arid  cries  of  Htar^  hear  {)— 
You  became  fully  apprised^  on  the  lOth  of  February,  of  Mr. 
Hay's  circular  letter  issued  on  the  first  •  of '  January,  and 
of  the  resolutions  passed  at  the  Catholic  meeting  on 
the'19tb  of  the  same  month. — [Here  Mr.  Ponsonby 
read  a  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Committee 
on  the  19th.]  Then  observe  the  great  utility  of  this 
secret  information  •  The  letter  of  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  is  prepared  with  the  advice  of  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor and  the  Attorney-General.  Why  then  not  let  the 
people  know  that  these  great  law  authorities  had  sanctioned 
it  ?  why  keep  them  in  the  dark  as  to  the  source  from  which 
a  measure  of  such  severity  had  emanated  ?  With  all  the  re- 
spect which  1  feel  for  Lord  Manners,  if  he  was  the  author  of 
that  letter,  I  will  condemn  it,  and  pronounce  it  to  be  un- 
warranted bjr  law — {Hear  !  hear !)  Qmitting  my  first 
objection  to  it,  I  contend,  that  the  part  referring  to  at- 


tendance  at  Catholie  meetings,  to  be  directly  ^sontrary  to  the 
law.   .  The  right  honourable  gentleman  says,  ^*  Who  erer 
beafd  of  a  prodaroation,  in  snch  a  case,  to  enforce  an  act  of 
the  Legislatnre?'*    It  would  bate  been  well  if  on  this  point 
Re  bad  consulted  his  legal  friends  too ;  and  he  would  then, 
have  found,  that  on  the  execution  of  any  law,  the  object  of 
which  is  to  prevent  popular  insurrection,  the  Government 
has  uniformly  given  notice  by  proclamation  of  their  inten- 
tion.    The  Cmnmittee  has  been  accused  this  night  of  a 
design  to  constitute  itself  a  permanent  assembly.    Sir,  it  is 
most  satisfactory  to  me,  and  1  am  sure  it  must  be  satisfactory 
to  the  country  to  learn,  that  in  defence  of  the  rigorous  edict 
of  the  Irish  Government,  nothing  more  has  &en  alleged 
against  the  Catholic  meeting  than  that  they  had  appointed 
a  Committte  of  Grievances.     I  was  afraid  that,  goaded  by 
continued  disappointment,  and  tired  of  unavailing  supplica- 
tion, they  had  been  instigated  to  steps  fetal  to  their  cause, 
and  deserving  of  the  restraint  aad  <;hastisement  of  Govern* 
ment.     (Hear I  heart)     Happy  am  I  to  find  myself  so 
utteriy  mistaken.    (Hear  I  near\)    The  right  honourable 
gentleman  tells  us  that,  notwithstanding  the  retrospective 
operation  of  the  Convention  Act,  implied  by  the  letter  of 
his  mandate,  that  operation  was  not  intended  by  thelrisU 
Government  to  lie  enforced*    We  now  aie  informed  of  this 
for  the  first  time ;  it  was  theiefore,  I  presume^  another  part 
of  Aal  notable  secresy  for  which  the  right   honourable 
gentleman  has  taken  so  much  credit  to  himself    (ffearl 
heariy    But  why  was  jt  necessary  to  make  these  superfluous 
threats  ?    He  now  says  he  is  sorry  that  many  persons  should 
have  taken  this  measure  in  such  bad  part,  or  that  they 
should  feel  any  soreness  on  such,  an  occasion.    But  if  be  was 
really  anxious  to  preserve    harmony  in  the  country,  why 
did  he  not,  before  he  tliundered  his  anathema,  send  for 
some<»f  the«  gentlemen  of  the  Committee,  and  warn  them  of 
the  determination  of  Government  ?—(^e(ir !  Aear!)— *Wa8 
it  incumbent  on  him  to  contradict  himself,  and  do  acts  only 
to  reverse  them?    Was  it  necessary  for  him  to  make  a 
proeticai  bull,  in  order  to  make  himself  a  good  Irishman  ? — 
(A  laugh*)  I  should  have  thought  some  previous  intimation 
at  least,  some  amicable  expostulation,  to  be  a  judicious 
preface  to  such  a  letter  as  that  of  the  right  honourable 
gentleman.     An  allusion  has  lieen  made  to  a  supposed, 
transaction  when  I  was  Chancellor  in  Irehind,  and  it  has 
been  said  that  there  are  rumours  that  it  was  the  intention  of 
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tbe  Itkh  Govemnient  at  that  time  to  haye  enforced  the  pro-  ^ 
Ttsions  of  the  Convention  Act-«*I  must  distinctly  say,  that  ^ 
vhile  I  held  that  office,  1  saw  do  mamfestation  whatever  of 
any  disposition  which  could  render  such  a  step  neceamry. 
I  did  indeed  admonish  the  Committee  to  exercise  the  utmost 
discretion*  I  entreated  them  not  to  throw  away  advantages, 
or  pntthemselves  in  the  power  of  their  enemies.  I  told  them 
that  no  harsh  or  oompulstve  measures  were  contemplated ;  but 
tliat,  if  called  on,  Govemhient  would  do  its  duty.*— (/fear! 
hear  l)—^!  did  at  the  same  time  dissuade  them  i>om  piefer* 
jring  their  petition^  because  it  could  not  then  have  been  suo- 
cesnuly  but  would  probably  ruin  the  Administration. — 
{Hear  I  hear  I  hear !)— I  knew  that  it  would  furnish  a  pre* 
text  to  those  who  were  lying  in  wait  for  iU  to  raise  a  cry  that  ' 
should  have  the  e&ct  of  overturning  the  Ministry  of  that 
day.*--(//ear  1  hear  I  hear  ly^lM  the  ri^ht  hononrable 
gentleman  inquire  into  the  circumstances  of  tbisstatement, 
and  discover  whether  it  be  correct.  I  thought  then,  and 
I  think  still,  that  the  Catholics^  if  well  advised,  and  pursuing 
temperate  measures  with  firmness  and  perseverance,  must 
nltimiKtelv  succeed.  (Hearl  hear])  Having,  Sir«  said  thus 
much,  1  shall  now  conclude,  by  reroinaing  the  right 
honourable  gentlemen  opposite,  that  if  they  are  confident 
in  the  justice  of  their  case,  they  caimot  refuse  further  infor- 
mation to  the  House,  since  tlie  necessary  cfiect  of  this  will  be 
to  establish  at  once  their  own  triumph  and  our  ove  throw.'' 
The  House  then  divided — 

For  the  Motion,  4fr-«- Against  it,  ISS* 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 


FttlBAY,  MABCU  8. 


The  Committee  of  Privileges  proceeded  farther  iti  the 
case  of  the  Berkeley  Peerage.     The  Countess  of  Berkeley 
.  was  examined,  and  swore  that  she  was  legally*  married  to 
the  Earl  of  Berkeley  in  1785. 

The  Royal  assent  was  declared  and  notified  in  the  usual 
form,  by  a  Commission  signed  by  the  Prince  Regent,  to 
the  Malt/  &c.  duties  Bill;  the  10,600,000?.  Excneqner^ 
Bills  Bill ;  the  1,500,000/.  Exchequer-Bills  Pill;  the  Irish 
Treasury-Bills  Bill ;  the  East  Grinstcad  Church  Bill,  and 
two  private  Bills. 
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LORD   CtONCURRY  S  BIVORCB. 

On  Lord  CloDCurry^a  Divorce  Bill,  Mr.  Dallas  appeared 
again  as  Counsel  lor  Lord  Gloncurrj. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  observed,  that  no  evidence  bai 
been  given  of  the  legality  of  the  marriage.  He  did  not 
meaa  to  suggest  a  doubt  of  its  validity ;  but  the  rule  of  the 
House  required,  in  oases  of  Divorce  fiilk,  that  where  h 
was  a  foreign  marriage  (in  this  case  at  Rome),  evidence 
should  be  given  that  It  was  a  legal  o^ arriage,  either  accord* 
ing  to  the  Jaw  of  the  place  where  it  was  solemnised;  or  the 
bw  of  this  country,  as  the  circumstances  of  the  case  might 
happen  to  be. 

The  Earl  of  Moira  observed,  that  the  doubts  now  .^ug« 
gested  were  of  considerable  importance;  and  conceiving 
that  this  case  ought  not  to  be  decided  with  a  view  to  jtaelf 
alone,  but  to  the  probable  consequences  in  other  cases  of 
their  decision,  he  thought  that  further  time  ought  to  be 

Siven  for  consideration,  and  therefore  moved  to  postpone 
le  further  consideration  of  the  Bill  till  the  first  Fridaf 
after  the  Easter  recess. — Ordered,  . 
Adjourned  till  Monday. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

FRIDAY,  MARCH  8. 
ARMY    ALLOWANCE. 

General  Gaseoigne,  in  the  absence  of  the  ^Secretary  at 
War,  wished  to  know  from  the  right  honourable  the  Chan« 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer,  whether  it  was  in  contemplatioit 
to  increase  the  allowance  to  his  Majesty's  regular  army. 

The  Chancellor  oj  the  ExcheqtUr  answered,  that  as  far  at 
he  understood  the  honourable  General,  no  such  measure 
was  in  contemplation.  ? 

General  Gascoigne  said,  that  ceptain  allowances  were 
granted  in  the  Army  Estimates  of  last  year  to  regimental 
masses,  which  were  never  since  issued.  Yo  be  more  in- 
telligible, he  then  gave  notice,  that  it  was  hie  intention,  on 
Tuesday  the  S6th  instant,  to  moTe  for  a  Committee  to  in* 
qotie  into  the  state  of  the  present  Pay  of  the  British  Regvh 
larArmy, 


» 
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DISTlLLBftllS. 

The  House  haYing  resolved  into  a  Committee  to  take 
into  consideration  the  Act  relatieg  to  Distillation, 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  observed,  that  he  was 
about  to  submit  a  measure,  whicli  he  trusted  would,  from 
its  advantages,  be  hereafter  made  ptrmanent|  although  it 
was,  in  the  present  instance,  his  object  only  to  try  it  as  an 
experiment.  The  principle  of  the  measure  was,  to  eguatize 
the  duties  on  Spirit  distilled  from  Sugar  and  from  Urain ; 
not  to  give  one  a  preference  over  the  other,  but  to  leave 
both  to  a  fair,  open  competition.  As  the  case  at  present 
alood,  the  duties  on  sugar  spirit,  when  grain  distillation  was 
not  suspended,  were  otsuch  an  amount  as  to  be  actually  a 
prohibition.  The  operation  of  the  measure  would  tend '  to 
make  the  duty  on  a  given  quantity  of  grAin  wfcsh  equal 
fo  the  duty  on  the  same  quantity  of  wash  produced  by 
aogar.  It  would  follow  from  this  enactment,  that  when 
distillation  from  sugar  only  took  place,  there  would  be  no 
increase  of  revenue,  while  from  that  of  grain  thei'e  would 
bean  increase  over  the  produce  of  last  year  (which  amounted 
to  €,061,000/.)  of  380,000/.  without  any  increase  of  price 
in  the  article  consumed.  This  increase  would  of  itself  be 
an  inducement;^  because  every  person  would  admit,  that, 
from  many  considerations^ the  increaseof  revenue  upon  the 
consumption  of  spirits  was  desirable,  so  far  as  it  could  be 
carried  without  an  injury  to  the  public  resources.  He  was 
apprehensive  that  his  plan  was  not  fully  intelligible  :  but, 
in  Committee,  when  it  was  considered  in  detail,  he  trusted 
ibe  measure  would  be  found  to.  answer  the  objects  of  the 
agriculturist^  without  being  ruiuons  to  the  colonial  prop 
prietor. 

Mr.  Curwcn  contended,  that  the  measure  proposed  could 
produce  no  other  effect  than  to  destroy^  the  Darlev  growers 
on  those  light  soils,  at  present  laid  out  in  the  production  of 
that  article.  It  would  also  be  attended  with  an  expence  of 
one  million  to  this  metropolis,  supplied  with  butcher*s  meat, 
as  it  was,  from  the  barley  counties,  where  the  cattle  were 
fed  on  graiust  Norfolk  alone  sent  annually  40,000  head 
of  beasts.  If  this  measure  was  carried  into  effect,  thei^ 
was,  in  his  apinion,  a  total  end  to  distillation  from  ^ain» 
There  were  many  difficulties  in  the  carriage  of  grain,  m  the 
apprebensioD  of  its  beating  and  other  circumstances,  which 
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would  always  insure  a  preference  to  suj^ar.  Surely,  tben^ 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  would  pause  before  be 
changed  the  current  of  that  agricultural  policy  which  had 
now  with  so  much  benefit  lasted  such  a  length  of  time.  If 
the  distress  of  the  colonial  proprietors  demanded  some  alle- 
viation, better  at  once  pay  them  for  their  sugars,  and  throw 
them  into  the  sen,  than  destroy  the  agricultural  stability  of 
the  Mother  Country.  Heretofore  ilie  native  resources  of 
Great  Britain  were  considered  the  paramount  object ;  the 
policy  of  the  present  measure  is  to' sacrifice  them  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  West*India  Colonies.  The  best  cultivated 
part  of  Great  Britain  was  not  cultivated  one-fourth  part  so 
well  as  it  mi^ht  be*  Tbe  aigriculture  of  the. country  was  as 
yet  quite  defective,  and  therefore  the  Legisliature  should  be 
cautious  of  palsying  that  agriculture.,  Ihe  high  price  of 
grain,  be  said »  was  not  the  interest  of  the  landeo  gentle- 
wen,  because  any  extraordinary  rise  was  always  accompa- 
nied by  a  proportionate  rise  in  the  price  of  labour ;  and 
when  the  price  of  grain  fluctuated,  the  price  of  labour,, 
when  once  raised,  was  nearly  permanent.  He  should 
therefore  deprecate  the  system  of  the  right  honourable 
gentleman. 

Mr.  Rose  said,  that  the  speech  of  the  honourable  gentler- 
man  who  spoke  last,  involved  a  contradiction,  b(ccaiise  he 
staled  that  his  right  honourable  friend  wished  to  give  a 
monopoly  to  the  sugar  planter,  and  at  the  same  time  he 
slated  that  the  price  of  barley  was  such  as  to  rqnder  his 
system  totally  unnecessary. — ^The  medium  struck  by  his 
right  honourable  friend  was  3Ss.  for  the  barley i  and  the 
price  of  barley  this  day  was  S6s.  6d.  The  honourable  gen* 
ticman  stated  the  interests  of  the  manufacturers  to  be  afiected 
by  this  measure.  How,  in  tbe  name  of  God,  coukl  they 
be  afiected  by  a  measure  that  had  a  tendency  to  give  theox 
barley»bread  at  a  cheaper  rat^  than  otherwise  theycQuld 
have  it  ?  Have  they  such  an  interest  in  the  distillery  ?  So  fat 
from  encroaching  on  tbe  rights  of  the  farmer,  it  may  b« 
stated  that  their  warmest  advocates  are  far  below  the  sum 
fixed  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  ^  and  Arthur 
YouQg.  who  surely  will  not  be  accused  of  being  below  the 
mark)  states  S2s.  as  a  fair  medium. 

Mr.  CharlcM  Jnnes  said,  that  the  Chancellur  of  the  £s« 
chequer  was  allowing  the  growers  of  corn  6^.  a  quarter 
more  than  their  own  advocate*  Arthur  Young,  demanded, 
Vol.  n.  181 K  2P 
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\ihile  70f.  a  hondred  weight  Is  6s.  below  whnt  even  in  1799' 
'    was  considered  as  a^fiiir  remaneration*      He  asked   wliy 
British  colonists  should  not  be  admitted  to  a  fair  competi^ 
tion  with  the  other  classes  of  British  subjects  ? 

Sir  Johi  Sebright  asked,  if  it  wa9  fair  to  talk  of  a  com- 
petitioni  when  all   the  ports  of  Europe  were   now  sbuf  - 
against  the  introduction  of  the  prime  necessary  of  life? 

Mr^  Barham  could  not  agree  tfant  agriculture  was  int 
any  wise  sacrificed  to  the  colonial  interests  by  this  measure* 
I-Ie  deprecated  the  idea  of  encouraging  a  cry  by  any  on» 
ciasrof  men  in  the  community  on  any  subject,  because  that 
cry  was  always  sure  to  pFoduce  a  redaction*  Land^  he  said^ 
had  continued  to  rise  in  a  greater  degree  than'  money  hac^ 
continued  to  faH.  Why  should  Brrtisb  colonists  be  on  a 
worse  footing  than  French  farmers,  with  regard  to  ^jthis 
country*  in  case  of  a  peace  ?  *  An  honourable  gentleman  has 
said  that  nothing  but  the  best  barley  can  be  sold  to  dis-« 
tillers — but  the  distillers  in  no  eaae  boy  any  thing  but  the 
best  barley. 

Sir  John  Sebright  deprecated  all  idea  of  representing  to 
the  Goqntry  that  corn-dealers  were  to  be  looked  upon  in  the 
light  of  monopolizers.  Cries  of  this  sort  were  of  the  utmost 
prejudice  to  the  country*  Corn-deakrs  supplied  the  place 
of  public  ^ratiaries ;  they  purchased  grain  while  cheap,  ta 
sell  it  while  dear.  He  never  heard  any  cry  against  the 
West-Indin  planters  among  the  landed  interest. 

Mr.  Hibbert  ataied  that  the  West-India  proprietors* 
.  never  attempted  to  put  themselves  in  competition  with  the 
landed  interest?  Their  object  had  been  to  have  an  advan^^ 
tage  which,  upon  every  correct  view,  would  not  injure  the 
landed  interest,  but  rather  promote  it.  Consumptiotb 
favoured production^-^but  how?  By  operating  as  a  stimu- 
lus and  cause  of  that  production.  Was  such  a  stimulus 
.-wanted  at  present  for  the  production  of  grain?  No;  graia 
was  even  imported  from  our  enemy,  who  wished  for  ships, 
c6lonie8,  and  commerce,  batinvaiir.  '  The  money  sent^oof 
for  the  purchase  served  to  diminish-'  the  misery  and  dis< 
content  of  the  French  farmer.  Without  this,  wanting  the 
impulse  of  ships,  colonies,  and  commerce,,  theif  situatioit 
would  be  wretched  indeed.  But  why  should  we  encourage 
the  French  farmer  rather  than  the  British  colonist?  for  tba* 
was  the  question.  Something  was,  besides,  due  to  the  co- 
lonist in  the  present  eituatioa  of  affairs.    The  capiial  that 
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iMd  beai  employed  in  commerce  rushing  Xd  support  the 
landed  interest-^thit  oaght  to  be  considered  in  judging  of 
ifais  meaaoffif  • 

Mr-  j/dam  expressed  bis  satisfaction  that  tlie  sokjcct  had 
been  treated  in  ao  liberal  and  enlightened  a  manuer,  that 
there  had  been  no  idea  of  aeiiering  the  landed  interest  of 
these  kingdoms  and  th^  of  the  West-India  colonists,  but 
that  all  had  been  considered  as  completely  consisteot  and 
united.  That  certainly  was  Ins  view  of  the  question;  and 
he  trusted  that  the  time  would  come  when  all  would  be  so 
well  aware  of  their  real  intetests^  that  their  strife  would  be 
which  should  most  support  the  other.  i^Hear  !  h^ar-l)  To 
settle  the  exact  circumstances  under  which  these  commodi* 
lies  should  be  used  in  the  distilleries,  was  a  difficult  task—* 
it  was  not  an  ordinary  question ,  but  one  requiring  deep  and 
f>rofoand  investigation.  What  he  contended  for,  ther&> 
fore^  was  this,  tiiat  they  ought  to  be  w^tl  informed  before 
they  acted.  Investigation,  not  action,  was  the  object  now. 
By  she  fornser  investigations,  it  bad  been  iound  that  equal 
<|uantities  of  barley  yielded  very  difterent  quantities  of  spirit, 
according  to  the  place  of  their  growth,  &c.  &c.  Upon 
ibe  whole,  if  the  distillation  from  each  oould  not  go  on  at 
the  same  time,  he  would  rather  vote  in  favour  of  that  from 
•corn,  according  to  tbe  wishes  of  those  who  sent  him  there, 
to  which  he  would  always  most  anxiously  attend  as  far,  as 
was  consistent wiih  the  general  interests  of4he  empire.  His 
wish  was,  that  a  Committee  should  be  appointed  to  exa* 
mine  whether  it  was  not  possible  that  both  grain  and  sugar 
mi^ht  be  used  with  advantage  to  both  in  the  distilleries  i 
This  would  be  the  best  security  that  impartial  jastice  would 
he  done  between  all  parties. 

Sir  J.  Sinclair  thought  that  the  Commifisioners  of  £x^ 
-cise  would  be  the  best  judges  of  tbe  question. 

Mr.  MarryeUt  called  the  attentiou  of  ohe  Committee  to 
4he  fiEict,  ihat  the  capture  of  Guadaluupe  and  .Martinique  had 
.added  greatly  to  the  accumulation  of  colonial  produce  here, 
fwhile  by  the  ediot  of  the  Russian  empire,  ninety  thousand 
iiogsbeads  of  refined  plantation  sugar  had  been  kept  out  of  . 
the  foreign  market.  If  they  lost  the  distilleries  under  those 
circumstances,  they  would  be  ruined.  Corn  had  lately 
.been  idfiported  to  the  amount  of  six  millions,  and  why  ttien 
not  admit  sugar  ioto  the  distilleries?  Wlta re  could  be  th^ 
.want  of  encouragement  for  raising  corn?    After  advening 
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to  the  fOCTease  of  the  value  of  landed  property  here,  to  the 
extent  of  do  per  cent,  and  diminution  of  the  value  of  landed 
properly  in  the  West  Indies,  to  the  amount  of  60  per  cent. 
(Htar!  hearl  from  Mr*  FuUer,)  He  stated  it  to  be  his 
opinion,  thnt  instead  of  agreein<)r  to  this  re8olution>  sugar 
shonld  be  employed  as  exclusively  as  before. 

Sir  John  Niwport  wished  to  ktiow  whether  this  affected 
the  Act  of  Union?  This  was  with  him  the  paramount 
consideration.  If  not,  he  would  vote  according  to  the  best 
view  he  could  take  of  the  general  merits  of  the  subject. 

Mr.  Wm.  Smith  thought  that  both  the  landed  and  sugar 
interests  had  gone  too  much  into  extremes.  He  wished  to 
have  a  Committee  for  investigation  up  stairs,  as  proposed  by 
his  honourable  and  learned  iriend  on  the  bench  below  (Mr. 
Adam). 

Mr,  Perceval  observed  that  the  sort  of  dissatisiiiction 
expressed  by  each  of  the  diffei*ent  interests  concerned, 
was  no  blight  proof  of  the  impartiality  of  the  present  pro* 
posal,  and  would  no  doiibt  recommend  it  to  the  favour  of 
the  House. 

Mr.  Pamell  objected  to  the  rrsolntions,  as  not  being  cal* 
culated  to  produce  any  permanent  or  efficient  redress  of  the 
inconveniencies  to  be  provided  for. 

A/r.  Perceval  replied,  chiefly  relying  on  the  iraprobabi* 
lity  of  having  any  concurrent  opinipn'  at  any  one  time,  as 
to  the  mutual  value  of  grain  and  sugar.  He  wished  the 
Committee  to  allow  the  resolutions  to  be  passed,  and  when 
the  Bill  was  broi>gbt  in,  the  House  would  have  au  oppor- 
^  tuoity  of  judging  of  the  measure  in  detail. 

Mr,  jidam  also  explained,  insistinfr  that  in  Scotland, 
ability  and  skill  ak>nc  gave  the  advantage  to  the  agricultu- 
rist, and  that  the  price  of  labour  was  as  high  there  as  in 
this  country 

The  House  then  divided  on  the  first  Resolution. 
Ayes  -  •  70 

Noes  -  -  81 

The  other  Resolutions  were  agreed  to,  and  the  House 
having  resumed,  the  Report  was  ordered  to  be  received  on 
Moudssy- 

ARMY   ESTIMATES. 

On  the  motion  for  agreeing  to  the  remaining  Resolutions 
of  the  Committee  of  Supply  on  the  subject  of  the  Army  Es- 
timates, 


.-.* 
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Sir  T.  Turton^  nrhile  he  was  fiir  from  oUectlng  to  the 
Hiainteiuince  of  a  force  adequate  to  the  diefence  of  the 
country,  could  not  agree  to  anestablUhmentdisproportioiiedl 
lo.its  physical  strength.  Oar  force  in  all  amounted  to 
nearly  900,000  men,  being  equal  to  one-sixth  of  the  male 
population,  and  to  onc*fourth  of  the  adults ;  a  proportion 
which  he  maintained  no  country  could  j^upport*  There  was 
one  species  of  force  to  which  he  jxirticularly  objected,  m 
occasioning  a  gnsal  unnecessary  waste,  he  meant  the  ca- 
valry, of  whom  there  were  about  17»000  now  in  this 
country,  for  no  earthly  use  or  purpose  that  he  could  pcr« 
oei?e. 

Sir  J.  Pulleney  thought  our  force  no  more  than  suK- 
cient. 

Mr.  Giles  objected  to  supplying  the  deficiencies  in  the 
Armybyyolunteeriug  from  the  Militia,  which  he  considered 
the  worst  possible  mwe  of  providing  for  tlie  casualties  of  the 
Army,  the  more  especially  when  it  was  considered  that  the 
deficiencies  in  the  Militia,  s6  occasioned,  roiist  be  supplied 
by  bailed.  Tliere  were  at  present  14,000  Supplemental  Mi« 
litia.  He  had  no  objection  to  the  right  honoumble  gentle- 
roan  taking  them,  but  he  did  not  approve  of  taking  10,000 
from  the  Militia  annually. 

JIf  r.  Colbome  and  CoL  Wood  spoke  in  favour  of  the  Re- 
solution. 

Sir  P.  JUi^rray,  while  he  supported  the  Resolution,  at« 
luding  to  the  great  burthen  on  the  counties,  arising  from 
the  obligation  on  them  to  provide  for  the  wives  and  families 
of  the  Mililia  soldiers,  stated  as  a  fact,  that  in  the  county 
of  Perth,  in  which  he  was  more  peculiarly  interested,  thin 
burden  was  one-half  more  than  the  land*tax.  *  He  did  not 
wish  to  propose  any  retrenchment  on  this  head ;  but  he 
submitted  that  there  could  be  no  harm  in  providing  that 
it  should  not  extend  to  voluntary  enlibtments  into  the 
Militia. 

Mr.  Bankes  observed,  that  after  all  the  numerous  expert* 
mcnts  which  had  been  made  of  late  years  in  the  principle  of 
raising  our  military  force,  he  could  not  but  think  tluit  tlm 
was  not  a  time  at  which  any  material  reduction  would  be 
practicable  or  safe.  He  bad  some  objections  to  the  plan  now 
proposed  ;  and  they  were  directed  chiefly  to  the  system  of 
ballot  which  it  proposed  to  bring  again  into  operation,  and  . 
which,  he  believed,  tended  strongly  to  counteract  the  re- 
cruiting for  the  regular  army.    Alter  some  further  remarks 
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on  the  confusion  that  prevails  in  miKtary  aceouuls/  he  ex« 
pressed  his  great  satisfaction  at  the  clearness  and  simpUcitjr 
of  the  present  estimates. 

Mr.  Secretary  Ruder  explained  that  the  nnniber  of  days 
for  exercising  the  local  militia  ^as  lessened,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  accommodating  the  manufacturers. 

General  Tarleton  said  a  few  words,  but  in  so  low  a  tone 
as  to  he  inaudible  in  the  gallery. ' 

Mr.  Long  said,  that  the  utmost  pains  had  been  taken,  of 
late  yearsi  to  bring  up  the  arrear  of  military  accounts  ;  but 
that  the  ei^treme  difficaltyof  procuriog  regimental  returns, 
&c.  had  prevented  that  full  lacility  of  producing  all  the 
items  of  expenditure  which  was  desirabfe* 

Mr.  Calcrufi  conceived  that  yery  large  sayings  might  be 
made  in  three  branches  of  our  military  ^toblishment,  which 
were  at  present  not  only  expensive  bnt  imperfect.  He  al- 
luded to  the  cavalry,  the  foreign  corps,  and  yeteran  batta«- 
lions.  An  expence  of  twentv*t  wo  millions  on  account  of  the 
army,  were,  he  fibred,  much  more  than  the  financial  state 
of  the  country  could  sustain.  The  noble  Lord's  plan  of  rer 
cruiting  was  the  most  burthensome  that  cxnild  be  adopted, 
and  at  the  same  time  the  least  productive.  In  1800-7, 
under  the  system  of  a  right  honourable  friend  of  his,  now  n^ 
racN-e,  19,000  men  were  added  to  our  disposable  force  inorye 
year.  By  the  deviittioi^s  which  had  since  taken  place,  thi^ 
number  had  gmdiiaBy  diminished,  and  might iiow  be  taken 
at  about  9,000.  '         ^■ 

Mr.  JVhitbread  expressed  hb  regret  that  so  little  should 
liaye  been  said  of  the  necessity  of  economy  in  this  department 
of  the  public  service,  an6  that  a  right  honourable  gentleman 
who  last  sessiop  pointed  ont  so  many  sources  of  retrench- 
ment should  haye  been  silent  on  this  occasion*  He  rose  for 
the  pnrpose  of  asking  for  some  explanation  on  the  subject  of 
two  or  three  additional  items— one  of  61,006/.  (or  the  local 
militia,  another  of  10,000/.  for  repairs  of  the  guards,  and 
n  third  of  IfiOOl.  for  retired  chaplains.  He  i^t  snrprized 
too  that  the  three  late  members  of  the  laedical  board  should 
liave  received  equal  pensions. 

Lard  Pdmerston  said,  the  new  charge  of  01,060/.  arose 
ont  of  a  deficiency  in  the  sum  yoted  last  year,  exceeding  the  ' 
sum  saved^  which  was  not  less  than  128,000/. ;  that  tlie 
second  item  was  for  several  buildings  and  new  barracks,  in 
and  near  London,  for  the  use  of  the  guards  ;  and  that  the 
third  of  lOOO/.  was  a  remoaeration  granted  to  the  chaplains 
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of  some  Irish  regiments  transferred  (a  tins  country.  With 
respect  to  the  medical  gentlemen  atladed  to.  the  Com*' 
mander  in  Chref  had  stated  k  as  his  opinion  that  their  ser* 
vice  in  Walcheren  bad  been  well  performed.  When  it 
was  considered  too  that  tliej  were  men  atlvanced  in  years, 
and  who  had  been  for  ^  great  part  of  their  lives  in'the  ser** 
▼ice,  be  should  liave  deemed*  it  unjust  to  ha?e  dismissed 
them  without  remuneration ;  ami  as  to  its  equality^  it  wa^ 
^aite  unavoidable* 

The  Resolutions  were  then  read  and  agreed  to. 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

MONDAY,   MABCHll. 
COMMERCIAL  CSEDIT. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  moved  the  order  of  (he 
day,  for  the  House  9  resolving  itself  into  a  Committee,  to 
consider  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  state  of  Com- 
mercial Credit. 

The  Cheuficelletggf  the  Exchequer  mAj  in  rising  to  state 
the  result  of  the  inquiry  which  the  Committee  Imdmade, 
and  the  extent  of  the  proposal  which  he  mean<  to  submit  to 
the  adoption  of  the  House,  he  would  not  at  all  disguise  that 
the  measure  was  foilDed  uppn  him  by  circumstances.  He 
was  as  ready  as  any  other  person  in  that  House  to  protest 
against  the  interference  of  Parliament  in  the  ordinarv  dis- 
tresses of  commerce.  H<^was  on  principle  entirely  aa  verso 
to  o&ring  Parlktmentary  aid  to  the  mifortunatc  speculations 
of  merchants.  Such  interference,  oftea  repeated,  and  gfa* 
dually  permitted  to  be  looked  to  as  a  resource,  tended 
strongly  to  diminish  that  caution  which  was  the  best  safe* 
guard  and  pledge  of  wisaand  well«concerted  commercial  en« 
.  terprize.  The  check  of  that  rational  fear  of  misfortune,  was 
the  best  tha^could  ever  be  applied  to  restrain  extravagance 
in  mercantile  speculations.  Vet,  though  be  appmred  of 
this  as  a  general  principle,  he  had  not  brought  himself  to 
allow  it  as  an  universal  one:  and  the  consideration  for  the 
House  must  be^  wbetiier  the  present  circumstandte  did  not 
form  an  exception  to  the  general  rule.  Those  who  had  aU 
leady  allowed  that  the  measure  of  179S  was  justifiable, 
could  not  now  say  that  the  interference  of  Parliament  might 
Ml  be  justifiable  on  peculiar  occasions.    They  n&ight  argue 
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on  tttc  diflcrent  aspect  of  things  now,  and  in  1793;  but 
.Uiey  could  not  stanciup  as  advocates  for  the  universality  of 
the  principle.  From  the  facts  ivhich  bad  come  to  the 
knowledge  of  (he  House,  and  particuUrly  from  the  Report 
before  tli^,  he  felt  that  there  was  sufficient  ground  for  con- 
aid^ririjf  the  present  circumstances  as  fully  justifying  a  de- 
parture from  the  general  rule.  He  would  now  submit  hin 
idea  of  the  measure  under  three  heads.  The  first,  the  nature 
and  extent  of  the  distress  and  calamity  under  which  our 
merchants  laboured  ;  the  second,  the  causes  of  the  calamity : 
the  third,  was  the  cofisidcmtion  whether  the  measure  pro- 
posed by  the  Committee  was  expedient  to  he  adopted  by 
the  House.  As  to  the  first  heiid,  it  was  evident  that  incon- 
veniences existed  to  ah  extent  that  made  some  relief  highly 
desirable.  The  distress  apparentlv  began  with  the  mer- 
chants who  sink  under  their  speculations.  The  merchants 
were  not  able  to  pay  the  manufacturer?,  and  the  raanufactu- 
Ters  were  of  course  unable  to  support  their  workmen.  This 
peculiarly  took  place  in  the  great  and  extensive  manufacto- 
ries of  cottons.  I  Of  the  manufacturers  in  the  trade,  some 
were  obliged  to  discharge  one  half  of  their  workmen,  some 
two-thirds,  and  some,  who  bad  a  smaller  capital,  were 
obliged  to  stop  altogether.  It  often  happened  that  the 
workmen  in  even  those  houses  were  put  on  a  diminished 
rate  of  wages.  The  nature  of  the  distress  was  thus  obvious* 
As  to  the  causes  of  the  calamity  and  distress  in  the  manu- 
iacturing  districts,  they  appeared  to  be  the  closing  of  the 
continental  market  agaiast  our  productions,  and  the  great  ac-» 
'  cumulation  of  British  goods  which  glutted  the  South-Ame* 
rican  market.  Tiiis  last  pressure  spread  so  widely,  and  so 
much  beyond  the  usual  extent  of  the  trade,  as  to  occasion  a 
suspension  of  credit  throughout  the  greater  part  of  the 
mercantile  body.  Those  calamities  chiefly  arose  from 
the  excessive  speculations  which  followed  upon  the  re- 
moval of  the  Portuguese  Court  to  the  Brnzils^  ond  the 
opening  of  Spanish  America  to  our  commerce.  Se- 
rious losses  naturally  resulted  from  the  failure  of  the 
market  there,  and  also  in  a  greater  degree  from  the  un- 
expected circumstance  of  the  ports  of  the  Continent  being 
closed  against  the  commodities  which  they  were  able 
to  bring  back.  Those  were  the  distresses  which  came  seek- 
ing Parliamentary  aid.  If  it  were  thought  that  the  first 
source  of  the  losses,  namely,  the  excessive  and  extravagant 
spirit  of  speculation  iu  tlie  American  trade,  diil  nok  de^rve 
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the  assisianoe  of  the  House;  would  not  the  House  consider 
how  natural  such  an  effort  in  such  a  direction  was,  and  how 
hard  it  was  to  restrain  the  spirit  of  commerciar  ent<;rprize 
pushing  itself  out  into  new  channels?  The  unexpected  cir« 
cumstance  of  finding  the  ports  at  home  closed  aii^inst  the- 
returns  from  abroad,  was  the  principal  source  of  the  evil; 
aud  it  was  one,  against  which  the  foresij^ht  of  the  merchant 
could  have  scarcely  been  prepared.  Ektt  had  they  not  al« 
ready  suffered  severely  enough  fortheir  incaution  ?  or  could 
the  H6u8e  retain  any  thin^  of  a  vindictive  feeling  against 
min  who  had  so  fatally- paid  the  forfeit  of  their  own  impni* 
dence?  The  original  speculaton  had  already  met  their 
fate  ;  they  had,  as  was  said  by  one  of  the  evicfences  before 
the  .Cotnmlttec,  long  since  fallen  into  bankruptcy.  The 
ohiy  sufferers  now  to  be  relieved  were  men  who  were  brought 
to  tiie  edge  of  ruin  by  those  giddy  speculators.  The  ques- 
tion now  remaining,  was  to  consider  the  means  suggested  by 
the  CommiMee.  and  their  adequacy  to  meet  the  pressure  of, 
the  case.  He  (the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer)  could  have 
no  difficulty  in  admitting  that  there  wen^  differences  between 
the  present  circumstances  and  those  of  1793.  In  that  year 
the  markets  of  the  Continent  were  not  completely  j^hut,; 
they  were  only  closed  for  a  time  i^inst  British  commerce.  - 
The  check  was.only  temporary,  and  the  evil  miglit  have 
been  expected  soon  to  pass  away.  At  present,  it  was  im- 
possible to  say  at  what  time  those  markets  would  be  open  to 
our  manufacturers.  The  great  market  of  the  South  Ame- 
rican continent  was  described  to  be  at  present  stopped  only 
by  a  glut  of  commodities.  This  difficulty  was  temporary^ 
and  the  distress  would  pass  off  as  we  found  people  to  take  off 
our  commodities.  The  object  here  would  tnereforebe  to 
find  out  such  persons.  As  to  the  market  of  Europe,  though 
it  was  imppssiDle  to  sapr  at  what  time  it  might  be  opened, 
yet  it  was  the  nature  of  all  regulations,  such  as  were  adopted 
on  the  Continent,  to  be  relaxed  by  time.  They  always  ad- 
mitted a  practical  relaL:^ation.  Th«  industry  of  the  metchant, 
and  the  wants  of  the  consumer,  would  always  meet  half- 
way, and  the  market  must  eventually  and  practically  be 
opened.  The  Report  before  the  House  established  a  case  of 
distress,  and  also  a  case  where  relief  was  more  difficult  than 
in  1793 ;  but  nothing  appeared  to  make  the  House  sup- 
pose, that  the  distress  would  be  felt  beyond  a  limited  terni ; 
that,  for  instance,  it  would  not  be  greatly  alleviuted  within 
a  yeari  The  merchants  required  relief,  and  it  ought  aot  ta 
Vol..  U.— 1811.  2Q 
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be  refiised  to  them,  if  it  appeared  that  it  woald  not  leave 
them  in  a  iforse  condition  than  it  found  them.  If  it  gave 
them  a  chance  of  bein^  in  a  better  state  at  the  end  of  a  U* 
mited  time,  it  ou^ht  to  be  gmnted.  The  home  consomp- 
tion,  and  the  consumption  of  the  western  world,  within  a 
certain  period,  ought  to  be  considered  in  their  efifect  of  light- 
ening the  distress  ;  and  if  a  chance  of  good  resulted  from  the 
xneabure,  it  ought  not  to  be  thrown  away.  The  greatest 
prejisure  had  occurred  in  the  Cotton  Trade.  The  House 
would  look  with  wonder  at  the  increase  of  that  trade  within 
a  few  years.  The  official  value  of  cotton  manufactures^in 
1808,  was  9,846,889/. ;  in  1809,  it  was  12,835,803/.;  in 

'  I8J0,  it  was  rs,616,733/.:  thus  doubling  within  the  last 
two  years  ;  and  by  the  accounts  taken  up  to  the  last  date, 

^  increasing  at  the  moment  when  the  check  was  given.  It  was 
at  a  moment  of  (he  greatest  extent  and  progress  of  the  trade, 
that  it  was  suddenly  stopped.  Let  the  House  conceive  the 
effect  x>f  such  a  shock  at  such  a  moment.  The  measure  noyi 
brought  forward  was  for  the  purpose  of  allowing  the  mer- 

.  chant  time  to  turn  himself  round,  and  spread  that  distress 
over,  if  he  might  use  the  phrase,  a  larger  space,  which, 
^xcd  upon  a  single  point,  would  ruin  hin|.  He  would  bow 
mention  the  measure  which  he  intended  proposing  tp  the 
House.  It  was  similar  to  the  measure  which  had  been  pro* 
posed  in  1793 ;  but  as  the  difficulty  tp  be  me^  now  was 
sreater  than  in  1793,  a  larger  grant  would  be  necessary. 
The  House,  in  resolving  upon  such' a  measure,  would,  of 
poursCi  resolve  to  make  it  effectual.  He  would  move  that  a 
power  be  given  for  the  issue  of  Exchequer-bills  to  the 
amount  of  six  millions*  instead  of  five,  the  yote  of  1793. 

^  In  that  year,  though  five  millions  were  voted,  only  two  mil^ 
lions  two  hundrec)  thousand  pounds  were  actually  required. 
It  was  probable,  that,  as  in  1795,  the  whole  sum  ^i)\\\A  not 
ix;  wanted  ;  for  thep,  the  very  knowledge  that  it  vras  in  the 
powerofGovemrnent  to  is»sue  so  large  a  sum  re-established 
credit,  and  it  was  found  that  the  merchants  could  proceed 
with  fewer  calls  upon  public  assistance  than  was  expected. 
The  House  would  not  starve  the  measure  by  any  stinted  li- 
bc|[alitv,  but  wouki  proceed  to  make  their  relief  full;  entire, 
ajicl  e^ectual.      He  would  propose  that   the  repayments 

,  should  be  made  by  instalments  ;  the  first  to  be  paid  about 
the  middle  of  next  January ;  the  th^ee  other  instalments  at 
intervals  of  three  months  each,  from  that  time.  He  would, 
(therefore,  now  mpve  the  House,  that  a  sum  of  not  less  thai| 
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SIX  millions  be  advanced  to  certain  G>niniissioner8y  to  be  ad* 
vanced  for  the  assistance  of  such  mefchants  as  applied  for' 
tbesame,  on  their  giving  sufficient  security  for  the  repay- 
ment of  the  money  so  advanced. 

Mr,  Pofisonby  rose  to  make  a  few  observations  on  the 
statement  of  the  right  hononr^ble  gentleman  who  had  just 
sat  down,  and  to  examine  a  little  the  nature  of  the  pro|)o«^ 
sition  submitted  by  him  to  the  Committee.  The  right  bo- 
noorable  gentlem»n  had,  indeed,  admitted  that  there  were 
some  differences  between  the  circumstances  of  the  present 
day  9  and  the  situation  of  the  country  in  the  year  1793.  But 
in  his  miod  there  was  no  similarity  whatever  between  the 
two  periods.  In  the  former  period,  the  Continent  of  Eu- 
rope) instead  of  being  unfriendly,  was  all,  with  the  excep^^ 
tion  of  France,  opeit  to  our  commerce,  and  even  the  greater 
part  of  the  nations  of  Europe,  active  in  the  war  against 
France;  which,  cut  o.flT from  all  commerce,  was  unable  to 
prevent  the  armies  of  those  nations  from  appearing  on  her 
territories.  At  present,  on  the  contrary,  all  Europe  was 
united  with  France  against  this  country.  But  the  rigKt 
honourable  gentleman  bad  said,  that  those  merchants  whd 
had  imprudently  led,  by  their  improvident  speculations  to 
South  America,  to  the  present  distress,  had  already  fallen 
into  bankruptcy,  and  were  not  the  objects  of  the  relief  pro- 
posed to  be  granted  by  the  present  measure ;  that  the  per-* 
-sons  now  to  be  relieved  were  the  victims  to  the  indiscretioa 
of  the  original  speculators,  but  no  partakers  in  their  folly^ 
their  extravagance,  or  their  crimes.  Now,  as  to  the  origia 
of  the  ruinous  speculations  in  the  trade  to  South  Ajnerica, 
he  should  always  contend,  that  it  was  to  be  traced  to  that 
House,  and  to  no  other  source.  The  spirit  of  speculAtioa 
which  had  brought  on  all  the  calamitous  consequences  now 
sought  to  be  alleviated,  had  taken  its  rise  from  theexagge* 
rated  statements  so' repeatedly  mad^  in  that  House,  oi  the 
infinite  advantages  to  the  commerce  of  this  country  from 
the  opening  the  ports  of  South  America — statements  8up« 
ported,  too,  by  the  falsehoods  and  deceptions  advanced  at 
the  time  in  that  House,  and  by  the  press,  which  usually  sup-  . 
ported  the  measures  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman. 
By  these  means  the  merchants  had  been  tfinght  to  expect 
a  market  to  an  unlimited  extent  in  South  America;  and 
that,  whatever  might  be  the  amount  of  their  expdrts,  there 
would  be  a  vent  in  that  'country  to  absorb  tbem  all.  To  . 
that  causci  and  that  only,  then,  was  to  be  attributed  the 
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evil  which  hnd  since  arisen.  The  right  honoarable  geiul^ 
ipan  had  asserted,  that  the  evil  was  but  temporary  ;  and  thi»t 
it  was  to  be  naturally  expected,  if  the  relief  were  now 
granted,  that  after'a  certain  time  the  merchants  would  sur- 
mount their  difficukieS|  as  they  did  in  the  year  1793.  But 
this  reasoning  he  must  dispute.  If  the  markets  of  South 
America  were  now  overstocked,  they  must  contain  a  quan- 
tity of  goods  which  would  require  one,  two,  or  three  years  to 
consume;  and  during  that  period  the  manufactures  must 
be  at  a  stand,  as  no  new  manufactures  could  be  sent  out  till 
the  stock  in  hand  should  be  in  a  considerable  degree  con- 
sumed. ,Was  it,  then,  to  be  expected,  that  in  a  trade  of 
9uch  extent  find  so  over-done,  an  issue  of  six  millions  would 
afford  an  adequate  relief?  The  right  honourable  gentle- 
man had  talked  of  a  trade  of  twelve  and  eighteen  millions ; 
but  in  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  been  gtiilty 
of  a  misrepresentation^  or  fallto  into  a  mistake.  Trade  did 
not  consist  of  exports  only,  it  implied  returns  also ;  and  if 
in  the  markets  of  South  America  there  were  goods  sufB- 
cient  for  two  or  three  years'  consumption,  was  the  nation, 
he  would  aiik,  to  be  called  on  to  enable  the  merchants  who 
had  by  their  imprudence  contributed  to  that  circumstance, 
to  continue  their  system  of  over-trading?  The  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  had  stated  the  glut  of  the  South-Ame- 
rican markets  to  be  the  cause  of  the  present  distress— -this 
he  denied :  the  cause  was  to  be  found  in  the  vtate  of  the 
CoDtinental  markets.  As  to  the  time  at  which  the  relief 
from  the  existing  pressure  would  b^  completely  successful, 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  observed,  that  hecouhi 
not  be  precise;  but  added,  that,  whenever  the  enemy  had 
resorted  to  extraordinary  rigour,  after  a  short  interval  such 
rigour  was  usually  succeeded  by  some  equivalent  relaxation, 
which  presented  fresh  facilities  for  carrying  on  commerce. 
That  had  been  assuredly  the  case;  but  then  the  rigoroas 
measures  of  the  enemy  against  commerce  had  been  followed 
by  events  which  unfortunately  were  not  now  to  be  expected, 
but  which' produced  that  alteration  to  which  the  right  ho« 
pourable  gentleman  had  referred.  Soon  after  tne  last 
instance  ot  rigour  adopted  by  the  French  Government,  the 
Austrian  war  oroke  out,  which  drew  off  the  French  armies 
from  the  coasts  of  the  ocean.  Then  followed  the  war  ia 
Spain;  in  consequence  of  which,  the  Peninsula,  instead  of 
being  hostile,  threw  open  all  i|s  ports  to  British  commerce. 
The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  on  a  former  occaatoa 
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asserted*  that  he  had  found  out  a  way  to  force  open  the  ports 
of  the  Continent,  and  render  the  measures  of  the  enemy  in- 
efiectual ;  and  that  was  by  his  Orders  in  Council^  which  he 
had  prevailed  upon  that  House  to  sanction.  He  would  ask 
the  right '  honourable  gentleman,  whether  he  had  proved 
them  to  be  effi9aciou3 ;  or  whether  he  now  expected,  by  a 
perseverance  in  them,  that  success  which  had  unquestion- 
ably  not  atrendied  his  experiment  hitherto?  The  conse- 
quence of  the  present  restricted  intercourse  with  the  Conti* 
tient  was  to  render  oiir  colonies,  instead  of  being  a  support, 
an  acttial  incumbrance.  It  had  been  thought,  tnat  the  con- 
quest of  the  French  colonies  was  a  cause  of  the  distress* 
Whilst  France  had  colonies,  she  received  their  produce, 
and  with  tliat,  British  colonial  produce;  but  when  France 
had  lost  all  her  colonies,  then  there  remained  no  longer  a 
pretext  for  introducing  any  sucji  produce.  The  right  ho- 
nourable gentlemaa  had  said,  that  as  the  measure  would 
not'  be  likely  to  produce  harm,  and  might  do  good/the 
experiment  was  worth  the  trial.  If  the  measure  were  to  be 
adopted,  he  hoped  it  would,  do  good ;  but  he  apprehended^ 
it  would  produce  evil,  because  to  afford  so  easy  an  escape 
from'the  difficulties  brought  on  by  the  imprudence  of  Com- 
mercial speciilaiion,  inighl  be  attended  with  ruinous  conse- 
quences, by  encouraging  the  merchants  to  squander  their 
means  in  wild  and  uoprofitable  speculations.  But  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  said,  there  was  no  probability  that 
the  public  would  lose  by  the  measure.  He  had  no  doubt 
that  the  commissioners  to  be  appointed  by  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  would  do  their  duty.  But  it  was  an  im- 
portant consideration  not  to  be  overlooked,  whetlier,  whea 
paper  was  depreciated — when  twelve  millions  of  Exche- 
quer Bills  were  to  be  funded — when  an  issue  to  the  same 
amount  was  ordered  to  supply  their  place — when  tlie  policy 
was  admitted  of  narrowing  the  circulation  of  paper,  in  order 
to  prevent  its  further  depreciation— it  would  be  deVirable  to 
make  an  addition  of  six  millions  of  £xchequer-bills  to  the 
paper  currency.  It  was  painful  to  oppose  granting  relief  to 
the  unfortunate,  and  therefore  he  should  not  take  the  sense 
of  the  Committee  upon  the  question;  though  in  abstaining 
from  doing  so  he  should  not  be  doing  nis  duty,  as  he 
choueht  the  measure  would  do  more  harm  than  good.  He: 
should,  however,  having  stated  his  opinion,  abstain  from 
further  opposition. 
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ilfr.  HuHdsson  wished  to  state  to  the  Hoyse  the  impres- 
sions of  bis  mipcl  upon  this  importsmt  subject.     In  doing 
tbis^  he  trusted  the  House  would  do  him  the  justice  to  be- 
lieve, that,  if  he  expressed  any  doubts  as  to  the  policy  of 
this  measure*  ihey  could  not  arise  from  any  indi»|>osilion  on 
bis  part  t6  grant  every  possible  relief  to  the  worthy  objects 
of  the  measure.    If  he  should  state  any  doubts  he  enter- 
tained as  to  bow  far  the  success  of'  this  measure  may  be 
likely  to  be  equal  to  that  which  attended  a  similar  measure 
in  I793,  or  how  far  the  inconveniencFes  of  adopting  it  at 
the   present  moment  may  be  greater  than  the  inconve- 
niencies  fett  in  the  former  period^  he  begged  the  Committee 
to  be  persuaded,  that  be  could  be  influenced  by  no  desire  io 
impede  the  grant  of  such  relief  to  the  respectable  parties 
claiming  the  relief,  particularly  that  part  of  them  which  was 
the  lean  implicated  in  promoting  the  cause  of  the  existing; 
distress— *he   meant  the   manufacturing  classes.    {Henri 
kear !)     The  inanufacturefs  had  no  share  in  the  improvi* 
dent  speculations  of  the  merchants.    They  had  not  pro- 
moted the  system  of  over-trading;  they  had  barely  executed 
the  orders  they  had  received  from  die  merchants,  when  tlie 
markets  of  South  America  were  first  opened,  and  conse- 
<{ueni]y  could  not  justly  be  said  to  have  been  in  any  degree 
implicated  ia  the  cause  of  the  subsequent  distresses.    But 
when  he  hazarded  his  doubts  upon  the  subject,  he  must 
add,  that  the  doubts  he  felt  were  as  to  the  efficacy  of  the 
measure  proposed,  by  his  right  honourable  friend.     If  he 
were  certain  that  it  would  not  be  efficacious,  bis  duty  would 
compel  him  to  oppose' it.     But  when  he  felt  any  doubtsi 
upon  the  question,  whether  the  benefit  might  not  be  greater 
tlian  the  inconvenience  to  be  expected  from  the  measure^ 
nnd  when  he  was  aware  of  the  distresses  that  called  for 
relief,  he  could  not  bring  himself  to  oppose  the  proposition 
of  bis  right  honourable  friend;    though,  in    stating   the 
grounda  of  his  doubts,  he  should  be  only  performing  his 
duty  as  a  Member  of  that  House.     If  he  could  enter  in|o 
the  views  taken  of  the  question  by  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  who   had  just  sat  down   (Mr.  Ponsooby),  he 
should  feel  little  difficulty  in  making  up  his  mind  upon  the 
subject.     That  right  honourable  gentlemsin  had  said,  that 
the  cause  of  the  present  distre^  was  to  be  found  in  the  fai« 
lure  of  the  markets  of  Europe,  and  the  ascendancy  gained 
by  France,  vvhich  enabled  that  power  to  shut  us  otit  fiom. 
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most  parts  of  the  Continent.  If  he  could  bring  himself  to 
refer  the  present  measure,  or  the  ground  for  adopting  it,  to 
any  such  cause^  he  would  confess  that  neither  the  measure 
itself  nor  its  cause  would  create  any  alarm  in  his  mind,  l^e 
nght  honourable  gentleman  must  recollect  that  the  success 
of  the  French  ar;iison  the  Continent  was  Gradual,  and  that 
the  portsof  Europe  were  successively  closed  against  Britinli 

*  commerce,  according  to  the  progress  of  the  French  coq^ 
quests  on  the  Continent.-    If  he  did  not  consider  the  pre- 

'  sent  distress  in  reference  to  other  causes,  particularly  to  the 
state  of  out  currency  since  the  year  1793,  he  sboi|1d   have 

Mio  doubt  as  to  the  expediency  and  efiicncy  of  the  accom- 
modation proposed ;  but  in  his  opinion  there  was  in  this 
view  of  the  question  ^  marked  trait  of  difference  betwees 
the  distresses  of  1793  arid  of  the  present  period.     And  here 

'  he  must  beg,  without  any  want  of  deference  for  the  opinions 
of  those  by  whom  tlie  report  was  drawn  up,  to  say^  that  this 
difference  was  most  marked  in  this,  that  the  sanne  case  was 

*  not  made  out*in'this  instance  as  in  the  year  1793.  (Hear! 
hear  I  hearl)  The  report  then  under  the  consideration  of 
the  Cotsmittee  certainly  contained'  the  opfnions  and  doc- 
trines of  two  most  respectable  individuals,  but  they  were 
still  onl^  the  opinions  of  those  gentlemen*  The  Committee 
then  stated,  that  the  embarrassments  were  made  out  bv  the 
evidence.  They  certainly  were.  But  then  they  stated 
chat  it  wias  the  opinion  of  the  witnesses  examined,  that  con-, 
siderable  benefit  would  be  derived  from  the  granting  of 
ParlianTentary  relief  in  the  manner  in  which  it  was  afforded 
in  1793,  though  they  admit  that  '*  there  was  some  differ- 

'  ence  as  to  the  extent  of  benefit  which  might  be  expected 
to  be  derived  from  such  relief."    Now  what  he  regretted 

*  was,  that  the  Committee  had  neglected  to  state  what  that 
difference  was.  In  179.^  the  Committee  had  fully  and 
clearly  stated  the  cause  of  the  distresses  felt  at  that  period. 
The  report  of  the  Committee  on  that  occasion  acquainted 
the  House,  that  the  great  cause  of  the  existing  distress  was 
^'.the  sudden  discredit  brought  upon  bantc  paper,  audacon« 
sequent  deficiency  in  ^he  amount  of  the  circulating  medium 
which  c6uld  not  readily-be  replaced."  This  was  the  cause 
assigned  in  that  instance,  and  the  remedy  pointed  out  wnf 
the  natural  consequence  of  that  cause-^a  recommendation 
to  increase  the  circulating  medium.  The  report  of  1793 
concluded  by  stating,  '^  that  some  reinedy  should  be  applied 

'  fvhieh  wohIcI  provide  for  the  supply  of  the  circulating  me^ 
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diucn  which  had  been  suddenly  .withdrawn.'*  The  state  of 
the  country,  particularly  of^  the  manufacturing  4istrict8,  at 
that  period,  proved  clearly  the  nature  of  the  evil  and  the 
expediency  of  th,e  remedy.  An  unusual  demand  for  money 
)ed  to  a  run  upon  the  different  banks,  and  the  failure  of  any 
one  bank  contributed  greatly  to  throw  discredit  generally 
upon  bank  paper;  the  necessary  effect  was,  either  to  lessen 
the  circulating  paper  to  the  amount  of  that  issued  by  such 
banks  as  could  not  withstand  the  run,  and  consequently 
failed;  or  by  putting  other  banks  on  their  guard,  to  induce 
them  to  narrow  their  i^ues,  in  order  to  avoid  a  similar  fi&te. 
The  result  was,  that,  though  there  was  no  scarcity  of  mar- 
kets— though  all  the  ports  of  Europe  were  open  to  British 
trade,  though  there  was  nothing  like  stagnation,  of  the  usual 
channels  of  foreign  commerce,  from,  the  decrease  of  the  cir- 
culating medium,  there  was  no  means  of  obtaining  dis- 
counts—even public  securities  firere  extremely  low — Exche« 
quer-bilU  were  at  40  per  cent,  discount,  and  Navy*bilU  at 
ten  or  twelve  shillings.  Some  of  the  most  respectable 
houses  even  could  not  procure  funds  upon  their  paper,  to 
which*  under  other  circumstances,  no  objection  could  be 
made.  Was  that  the  state  of  the  country  at  the  present 
moment?  In  the  former  instance,  there  was  an  actual 
deficiency  of  circulating  medium,  in  consequence  of  which 
the  very  best  bills  could  not  be  discounted :  but  at  present, 
ail  the  public  securities  were  at  a  premium,  instead  of 
being  at  a  discount  as  in,  1793;, and  all  this,  at  a  time 
when  th6  loan  of  the  year,  if  he  was  not  mistaken,  could 
not  be  much  short  of  twenty*(ive  millions,  including 
the  loan  for  hreland.  If  be  was  rightly  informed,  and  be 
had  every  leason  to  rely  on  the.  accuracy  of  the  very  re- 
spectable authority  from  which  be  had  derived  his  inforroa* 
tion  ;  there  was  not  any  difficulty  felt  at  present  in  getting 
bills,  with  good  nameS|  to  any  amount,  discounted.  There 
was  plenty  of  money  to  be  had,  and  all  that  was  required  pi^as 
^ood  security  to  obtain  it  to  any  extent.  If  that  were  the 
case,  and  he  was  perfectly  satisfied  Uiat  it  was,  the  present 
period  did  not  resemble  the  period  of  1793,  but  was  quite 
the  reverse  of  It.  In  the  former  period,  the  persons  ap^ 
plying  for  relief  had  sufficient  unexceptionable  security  to 
oflisr,  but  the  bankers  had  not  the  means  of  affording  the 
ielief  required.  At  present,  on  the  contrary,  the  bankera 
Iiad  the  means  to  afford  the  relief;  but  the  persons  wanting 
relief  were  unable  to  furnish  adeqqate  security.     In  i\ifir 
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year  1793,  a)1  goods  had  fallen  in  price,  the  depression  not 
D^ing  confined  to  any  particular  species  of  goods.    Eren 
land  nad  fallen  in  price,  as  must  be  recollected  by  many 
gentlemen  \^ho  heard  him.     This  had  proceeded  from  a 
rise  in  the  price  of  itioirey,  canted  by  the  deficiency  in  its 
amount :  but  there  was  no  interruption  of  foreign  markets 
<— no  stagnation  of  trade--\no  e^ect  of  over-trading — no 
glut  of  the  markets  to  contribute  to  the  production  of  the 
distresses; — the  cause  ivas  simply  a  mere  stagnation  of  in* 
dividual  confidence.    He  could  show  from  the  evidence 
taken  upon  the  occasion,  that  the  quantity  of  paper  in  cir- 
culation had  been  diminished  one  half.     Was  that  the  case 
at  present  ?    In  1805,  the  amount  of  Bank  of  England  notes 
in  circulation,  was  seventeen  millions;  in  1808  and  J 809, 
it  was  twenty  and  twenty-4>ne  millions  ;  and  last  year  it  was 
twenty- three  millions*     This  did  not  prove  any  deficiency 
of  paper  at  present     What  was  the  resemblance,  then,  be- 
tween the  two  periods  ?     The  Bank  of  England  at  present 
wants  only  good  bills ;  and  for  want  of  them,  as  he  under- 
stood, was  investing  largely  in  Government  securtties.'  Ithad 
been  expressly  stated  by  Mr.  Thornton,  Mr.  Chiswell,  and 
several  other  members  of  the  Committee  in  1793,  that  in  the 
knowledge  of  each,  several  most  jtespectable  houses  could  not 
obtain  cash  for  unexceptionable  bills ;   and  the.  (act  he  be- 
lieved waS|  that  no  bouse  had  stopped  upon  that  occasion^ 
which  had  not  afterwards  paid  every  thing  in  full.    Al) 
country  banks  were  precisely  in  this  situation  at  that  tinier 
He  could  have  wished  that  the  Committee  had  in  this  in- 
stance inquired  into  the  causes  of  the  recent  fiiilures,  and . 
into  the  state  of  the  assets  and  eflfects  of  the  parties.    It  was 
rather  extraordinary,  he  thought,  for  one  of  the  witnesses  .to 
state,  that  there  vi^eresome  manufacturers  who  had  no  capital. 
{Hear !  hear !)    lie  would  not,  on  that  occasion,  anticipate 
the  discussion,  whether  it  would  not  be  most  desirable  iQ 
amend  thedefect  in  the  circulating  medium.  An  honourable 
gentleman,  who  had  given  notice  of  a  motion  upontha^ 
subject,  would,  he  hoped,  in  the  present  session,  give  that 
llouse  an  opportunity  of  entering  into  that  that  discussion, 
and  of  ascertaining  how  &r  the  present  evils  arose  from  the 
state  of  the  currency.  The  Bank,  he  admitted,  had  in  1793 
done  every  thing  Svithin  its  power  to  remedy  the  distress ; 
but  at  pieseint  the  want  of  aecurity  controlleu  its  liberal  dis- 
position to  afford  rdicf.  In  the  present  state  of  the  currency, 
the  Bank  and  all  banks  became  partners  in  every  wild  specu^ 
Vol.  II.— 1811.  2R 
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lation,  to  the  extent  at  leas^  of  five  per  cent,  without  anj 
risk,  and  enjoyed  thpir  share,  whether  the  speculation  was  pro* 
fitable  or  not.  Under  such  circurostances,  was  it  desirable 
that  they  should  lend  their  credit  to  carry  on  extnivagant 
specniations  ?  The  obvious  cause  of  the  evil  was  the  too  great 
lac^ility  to  speculate  afTorded  by  the  state  of  the  currency.  He 
wouhl  ask  any  honourable  member,  who  looked  back  to  the 
last  two  or  Ihrecyears,  whether  merchants  had  regulated  their 
speculations  by  any  reference  to  tlieir  means — whether  the 
sober  character  of  a  .British  merchant  had  not  been  super- 
ceded by  the  wild  and  extravagant  speculations  which  had 
been  imprudently  entered  into  within  that  period — whether 
individuals  without  means  had  not  eclipsed  the  career  of  the 
most  respectable  traders,  in  their  speculations  on  credit, 
which  produced  all  the  extraordinary  fluctuations  in  the 
price  ot  all  articles  of  genend  trade  ?  It  had  introduced  a 
sort  of  wholesale  gambling  into  the  practice  of  British 
commerce.  The  present  state  of  the  evil  justified  his  obser- 
vations ;  and  without  meaning  any  invidious  reflection 
upon  the  character  of  the  individual,  he  might  illustrate  bia 
opinion,  by  a  reference  to  the  case  of  a  late  eminent  person  ia 
the  city,  (the  right  honourable  gentleman  alluded  here 
to  the  case  of  the  late  Mr.  G.  whose  embarrassments 
proved  fatal  to  him) :  if  that  person  had  received  such  re* 
lief  as  was  to  be  given  by  the  present  measure,  the  public 
would  have  no  security  that  it  might  not  be  applied  to  re* 
lieve  embarrassments  not  in  the  contemplation  of  those  who 
should  grant  the  relief.  Even  in  the  present  instance,  how 
could  they  be  certain,  that  the  relief  to  be  granted  might 
not  be  applied  to  the  purchase  of  the  loan  of  the  year,  or 
to  increase  the  speculations,  from  the  evils  resulting  from 
which  it  was  intended  to  give  relief?  If  they  wished 
for  an  effectual  remedy,  they  .should  look  to  the  root 
of  the  evil.  -  There  was  no  man,  he  was  persuaded,  who 
would  deny  the  extending  of  some  relief;  but  then  proper 
care  ought  to  be  taken  that  such  relief  be  not  misapplied  ; 
care  should  be  t^iken  that  it  was  not  confined  to  those  who 
had  no  connection  with  the  manufacturers ;  and  that  instead 
of  charitable  aid  being,  provided,  the  spirit  of  speculation 
should  only  be  stimulated  ^ 

Mr.  Ito$e  said,  that  the  honourable  gentleman  who  had 
just  sat  down  had  merely  stated  over  again  the  position  of 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  namely,  that  the  grant  of 
this  money  afforded  a  reasonable  chance  of  relief.    He  did 
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not  by  any  means  state  a  confidence  in  the  project,  but  onJy 
n  reasonable  expectation*  The  difference  which  the  hon. 
gentleman  had* stated  between  the  present  period  and  that  of 
1793,  was  not  new  to  htm  ;  it  had  been  stated  over  and  over 
again  in  the  C!ommittee :  but  still  they  were  of  opinion  that 
the  existing  difficulties  were  sufficient  to  authorise  the  in- 
terference of  Purliameot  As  to  what  had  been  said  about 
the.Bank.compiaining  of  want  of  paper  and  the  state  of  the 
Navy-bills,  &c.  he  thought  it  very  encouraging*  He  could 
.not,  however,  fully  assent  to  the  assertion  which  the  hon/ 
gentleman  had  made  with  respect  to  the  solvency  of 
several  great  houses  in  1793,  which,  according  to  his  state* 
ment,  only  stopped  payment.  He  could  rely  on  his  own 
recollection,  as  he  was  then  a  servant  oflhepi^lic;  and 
^ad  no  hesitation  in  declaring,  that  one  half  of  those  bouses 
which  then  stopped  were  actually  bankrupts :  he  recollected 
that  libout  Bristol  particularly  several  great  houses  failed, 
and  were  unable  in  the  end  to  pay  more  than  five  shillings 
in  the  poi\nd.  He  had  urged  the  Chairman  of  the  Bullion 
Committee  to  bring  on  the  consideration  of  that  report  at  an 
earlier  period,  in  order  that  they  might  come  to  the  consider- 
ation of  the  present  question  quite  unfettered-  When  that 
subject  was  discussed,  he  would  venture  to  say,  that  both 
the  House  and  the  country  would  be  surprised  to  see  that 
the  circubition  of  paper  had  been  so  much  circumscribed. 
The  wholesale  gambling  which  had  b^n  alluded  to  did  not 
meet  any  encouragement  either  from  the  Bank  or  from 
Government;  its  effects,  however,  had  fallen  on  the  heads  of 
those  w^o  had  recourse  to  it,  and  many  of  then)  had  smarted 
pretty  severely.  This  relief,  however,  was  intended  to  be 
siven  to  meritorious  objects;  and  he  had  no  doubt  that  the 
Committee,  in  whose  bands  its  distribution  would  be  vested, 
would  dispose  of  it  to  the  greatest  advantage,  and  for 
the  best  possible  purposes.  Tliey  would  tkke  care,  no 
doubt,  to  distribute  it,  not  only  to  those  who  could  give 
good  security  for  its  ultimate  payment,  but  for  payment 
within  the  stipulated  period.  The  particular  sp^ulation 
which  had  been  alluded  to  did  not  strike  his  mind  as 
being  so  wild  and  so  extravagant  as  it  appeared  to  the 
honourable  gentleman  :  it  was  not  the  firsit  instance  of  an 
adoption  of  such  a  scheme,  though  it  was  the  first  instance 
of  its  failure.  Neither  could  he  admit  the  propriety  of  at- 
ttibuting  alt  our  distresses  to  the  South-American  specula- 
tions; the  fact  was,  our  merchants  got  returns  from  South 


308  THE   PARLIAMENTARY    REOISTER.  fcOM. 

America ;  but  \vhcn  those  returns  came  to  Europe,  the  ports 

of  the  Continent  ^ere  shut  against  tbem».  find  of  course  tbey^ 

lay  upon  the  liands  of  the  merchant.     But  it  was  not  merely 

ia  assist  only  the  merchant  and  the  manufacturer  that  the 

present  relief  was  intended,  but  also  to  relieve  a  class  of  men, 

the   distress  of  whom  was  inconceivable,  he  meant  the 

operative  weavers.     He  mnst  here  contradict  an  idea  which 

had  been  taken  up,  that  the  mercantile  speculations  which 

l)ad  taken  place  were  owing  to  some  speeches  which  had 

been  itiade  in  that  House«     Now,  for  himself,  he  would 

utterly  deny  that  any  loose  statement  which  came  from  him 

in  the  moment'of  debate,  could  possibly  so  influence  any  of 

out  traders.  .  He  could  not  conceive  any  man  would  be 

foolish  enough  to  venture  on  such  a  foundation  (d  laugh). 

All  he  bad  said  at  the  time  alluded  to  was,  that  when  the 

South- American  ports  were  fully  open  to  us,  he  was  sure 

more  than  what  we  then  exported  thither  would  be  sent.  We 

then  sent  sue  millions,  and  twelve  were  afterwards  sent.    He 

was  not  responsible  for  any  such  speculation,  (akea  upoa 

such  grounds,  and  must  deny  that  any  thing  which  he  oad 

said  encouraged  any  delusion.    With  respect  to  what  had 

been  said  about  our  colonies,  the  right  honourable  gentleman' 

opposite  ought  to  recollect,  that  they  employed  one  third  of 

our  seamen  and  one  fourth  of  our  snipping,  and  added  five 

or  six  millions  to  our  annual  revenue. 

Mr.  Uuskisson  explained. 

Mr.^ Henry  Thornton  was  as  reluctant  as  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  opposite  professed  himself  to  be.  at  fir^t,  to 
adopt  this  measure;  but  when  he  heard  the  distresses  of 
Paisley  and  Glasgow,  as  they  had  been  detailed  in  evidence 
before  (he  Committee,  his  objections  at  once  gave  way. 
One  of  the  great  differences  which  struck  bim,  as  existing 
between  the  present  period  and  1793,  was,  that  in  1793  the 
paper  cn;dit  gave  way,  but  uow  the  commercial  credit  gave 
way.  Three  great  differences  indeed,  appeared  to  liim 
between  the  periods.  Then  there  was  no  failure  from 
forei^  speculations,  now  there  was :  then  the  banks  failed, 
now  the  mercantile  houses;  the  third,  however,  and  most 
important  difference  was,  that  in  1793  the  Bank  of  England 
made  all  their  payments^in  cash  (Hear !  hear !}.  If  Govern- 
ment, then,  by  any  interference,  created  an  evil,  the  im- 
medltate  check  existed.  When  things  b^an  (o  get  to  a 
high  price,  and  that  the  excess  of  paper  caused  too  great  a 
run  on  the  Bank,  it  could  at  once  chock  it.  ^ow,  however, 
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(he  great  ^r  was,  lest,  by  aoj  quackery,  a  danger  dioold 
be  created  for  which  there  wontd  be  no  remedy •  It  was 
to  be  apprehended  lest  now,  when  we  ^tempted  or  intendeil 
only  to  assut  distrt>3,  we  slionid  be  opening  a  shop  to  the 
mercantile  word^  ofiertng  a  piderence  to  those  who  could 
bring  the  best  securities.  As  it  appeared  on  a  consideration 
of  the  subject,  that  the  maaofacturer  could  be  reliered  only 
by  this  loan  from  Parliament)  of  course  he  conceded  t^^aj 
former  objection. 

Mr.  Curweu  knew  that  many  most  respectable  banUnj^ 

houses  of  good  capital  had  actually,  from  the  menacing 

aspect  of  the  times,  called  in  all  their  accommodations.    It 

was  no  longer  to  be  concealed  that  credit  was  shaken,  public 

confidence  dertroyed,  and  even  the  best  securities  become 

doubtful.    No  man  was  now  inclined  to  take  any  bi(l,  no 

'  matter  from  how  respectable  an  authority.    The  present 

measure  ^pning  from  the  severe  necessity  of  the  times,  and 

as  such  must  be  adopted,  even  though  in  the  end  the  public 

should  be  a  loser  by  it.     It  was  true,  it  was  only  an  experi«> 

ment  which  they  were  about  to  make;  but  still,  as  might  be 

seen  by  the  Report  of  their  Committee,  it  was  an  exoeriment 

which  our  extremity  had  rendered  indispensable,    it  Was  to 

be  hoped  that  the  labours  of  Committee  would  not  end  here, 

but  that  they  would  investigate  and  declare  the  real  cases 

to  which  our  situation  was  attributable  (£fear»  hear  I)  In 

his  opinion  oar  proent  lelation  with  America  was  one  great 

cause  of  all  our  evils.  (Hear !)    He  was  ^laA  to  hear  the 

Chancellor  of  the  Excliequet  declare  .to-night,  that  be  had 

hesitated  about  the  propriety  of  thii)  measure  when  it  had  Ixsen 

proposed,  but  that  ne  had  changed  his  opinion.  Glad  indeed 

lie  was  (o  see  that  he  was  b^imting  to  deliberate  and  alter 

|!iis  opinions  (Htar^  hear  !)  As  he  had  changed  thisopinion, 

so  he  would  in  time  perhaps  change  others.   {Ilear^  hear  I) 

He  hopfod  be  would  deliberate  on  and  reject  his  blockading 

system.   He  hoped  he  was  not  so  bigoted  as  not  at  least  to' 

inquire  whether  all  our  evils  did  not  originate  in  this  system. 

This  experiment,  which  we  were  now  trying^  might  indeed 

produce  a  temporary  relief;    but  unless  the  mdical  caueo 

was  removed,  a  temporary  remedy  was  only  deferring  the 

eompbint  till  it  should  gather  strength  and  come  on  us  with 

-    ledonbled  violence.    From  a  discussion  such  as  the  present, 

all  party  feelings  should  be  banished — Ihcy  should  come  to 

it  free  from  all  political  asperities^  anxious  only  for  their 
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^common  cause,  4he  relief  and  preservation  of  their  country. 
Such,  iodeed,  was  the  solemn  question' on  which  they  would 
K^ve  to  deliberate  ;  they  would  have  to  consider,  wliether 
the  evik  of  war  ought  not  to  be  ameliorated  as  much  as 
possible  to  a  free  people ;  or  whether  the  tyrtmnons  and  cruel 
measures  of  a  despot,  who  crushed  his  subjects  fo^  his  own^ 
ngghmdizement,  and  looked  more  to'  the  army  than  to  the 
people^  ought  to  be  met  by  us  with  similar  oppressions. 
Our  sufferings  had  now  increased  to  a  most  alarming  degree ; 
the  wealthiest  felt  the  shock ;  the  very  strength  and  suste- 
nance of  England,  its  agriculture,^  was  now  assailed ;  and  from 
the  alteration  which  poverty  had  made  in  the  mode  of 
living,  his  Mock  was  left  unsaleable  on  the  hands  of  the 
£irmer.  The  verv  cattle,  after  being  fatted,  might  be 
bad  .for  the  original  price  fit  which  they  were  bought.  It 
vas  time  for  us,  then,  to  retrace  our  steps,  folly  only  could 
be  bigoted  ^to  prejudice ;  and  when  wise  men  erred,  thejr 
could  correct  their  error,  and  confess  it  without  a  blush.  He 
did  not  mean  to  impute  any  blame  to  the  Minister  :  what  he 
bad  done,  no  doubt,  was  the  act  of  his  conviction  ;  but  that 
act  had  failed,  and  it  would  be  crime  and  madness  to  persist 
in  it.  Since  our  system  was  impolitic,  let  us  abandon  it ; 
and  lef'us,  in  the  name  of  God,  oo  so  before  it  was  too  late. 
A&  an  American^  he  would  have  condemned  our  conduct  to 
that  country;  and  as  an  honest  Englishman,  he  now  declared 
bethought  our  Orders  in  Council  unjust,  and  our  imitative 
reprisal  upon  France  unwise.    {Hear !  hear !) 

Sir  R.  Peek  observed,  that  to  commercial  men  the  coun- 
try was  greatly  indebted  for  many  of  its  internal  improve- 
ments, and  therefore  it  became  the  duty  of  jp^rliament  to 
assist  them  now.  He  was  happj  that  this  measu^  was  likely 
to  obtain  the  support  of  the  House,  hot  from  any  personal  or 
private  object  which  be  had  to  serve,  but  because  he  had  a^ 
fellow-ii^ling  with  those  who  had  made  their  fortune  in 
trade  like  himself,  and  who. were  now  suffering  under  tem- 
porary embarrassments. 

Mr.  A.  Baring  said,  that  it  seemed  to  be  universally 
allowed,  that  the  great  cause  of  the  present  commercial  dis- 
tresses was  the  want  of  a  market  for  the  ^oods  of  our  mer- 
chants. It  was  also  quite  obvious,  that  if  only  one  market 
or  inlet  was  opened  upon  the  Continent,  these  distresses  would, 
be  in  a  great  degree  relirved.  If  only  one  inlet  was  open, 
anich  as  the  Weser  or  the  Elbe,  the  embarrassment  would  be 
removed.    There  was  another  grrAt  misfortune,  also,  that 
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the  trade  of  neutrals  had  of  late  been  almost  destrojred, 
either  by  the  measures  of  the  enemy,  or  of  this  country^  ^nd 
consequently  the  commodities  of  which  they  were  the  carriers 
most  remain  heaped  up  in  our  warehouses*  Another  conse* 
quence  arose,  and  that  was,  that  manufactures  were  now 
tiking  place  in  America  to  «  very  great  extent ;  and  the 
Americans  might,  in  no  long  time,  do  without  the  mana&c* 
tures  of  this  country.  But  the  House  had  not  at  pieseat  to 
consider  the  radical  cause  of  the  evil ;  that  would  be  more 
properly  considered  when  the  subject  of  the  trade  of  the 
country  came  under  discussion ;  and  their  present  object 
was  to  consider  the  nature  of  the  distress  itselu  and  whetner 

"  this  was  the  proper  mode  of  relieving  it.  Of  tne  expediency 
of  the  measure  he  entertained  great  doubts.  The  case  of  ' 
the  loan  in  1793  was  not  an  instance  in  point,  for  what  the 
merchants  tlien  wanted  was  credit ;  then  they  had  the  markets 
of  the  whole  world  :  but  now  what  they  wanted  was  neither 
property  nor  credit,  but  a  market  for  their  goods.  What 
prospect  had  thev  of  such  a  market  being  opened,  and, of  the 

•  ~  loan  being  repaid  within  the  specified  time  ?  Another  serious 
objection  was,  tliat  the  cotmtry  had  already  a  superabun- 
dance of  paper-money,  and  this  measure  was  to  give  the 
country  more  of  it.  It  appeared,  besides,  impossible  to  dis- 
criminate the  persons  to  whom  the  loan  should  properly  be 
given,  and  there  was  thus  a  great  risk  of  encouraging  mere 
speculators  in  trade  and  manufactures,  which  would  Increase 
the  evil,  instead  of  diminishing  it.  At  the  present  moment 
lie  could  not  help  considering  the  Board  of  Trade  as  one  of 
the  greatest  nuisances  in  the  country.  While  he  ^as  ready 
to  bear  testimony  to  the  zeal,  patriotism,  and  impartiality 
of  thd'  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  it,  yet  from  the  frequent 
alterations  which  took  place  in  its  permission  and'prohibi* 
tion  of  different  articles,  trade  was  thrown  jn to  great  em- 
barras<^ment,  and  mercf^ants,  instead  of  aqting  as  they  thought 
best  fort  heir  own  interest,  were  obliged  to  dance  attendance- 
at  the  Board  of  Trade,  to  learn  what  whim  was  uppermost 
there*  The  formerly  admitted  principle  of  leaving  com- 
merce to  itself,  was  now  entirely  abandoned. 

Mr.  Rose  would  defy  the  honourable  gentleman  to  say, 
that  any  merchant  or  manufacturer  had  ever  received  eh* 
couragement  from  the  Etoard  to  engage  in  any  branch  of  - 
trade  whatever*  In  an  experience  of  40  years,  he*had  never 
known  any  person  who  had  applied  more  iisefully  to  the 
trade  of  the  country » thau  the  nobte  Lord  at  the  Lead  of  it 
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Mr^  Baring  Tvas  ready  to  do  every  justice'to  the  anil  and 
talents  of  the  noble  Lord  ;  but  what  oe  complained  of  was 
their  permitting  the  export  of  coffee,  for  instance,  one  daj, 
and  countermanding^  it  the  next. 

Mr.  TV.  Smith  was  convinced  tbat  the  incoiivenicncies  of 
the  measure  would  exceed*  its  adfantages.     The.  assertions 
contained  in  the  Report  appeared  crude  and  loose  in  an  ex* 
treme  degree.    The  House  was  told  that  certain  persona  had 
over-traded  themselves,  and  that  a  loan  of  monej  would  do 
them  good.  Those  who  had  no  credit  from  private  individuals 
were  to  get  it  from  the  public.     This  was  very  convenient 
doctrine ;    the  pretence  for  such  application  would  never 
he  wanting,  ana  bye  and  bye  Parliament  might  be  induced 
to  grant  aid  whenever  it  was  called  for.    There  wer^  three 
sorts  of  specubtors  who  were  in  difficulties  at  present.    One 
sort  were  those  who  bad  exported  goods  to  too  great  au 
amount ;  another,  those  who  had  imported  raw  materials  for 
our  manufactures  in  too  great  quantity.     The  speculations 
of  tliese  two  classes  had  been  so  far  useful ;    but  there  was  a 
third  sort,  who  had  been  speculating  in  articles  of  internal 
trade,  and  seeking  to  monopolise  one  whole  commodity. 
Many  of  them  had  failed  iii  their  speculations,  and  would, 
no  doubt,  apply  for  a  shore  in  this  loan :    but  such  men 
sliould  be  suffered  to  perish  unpitied  and  unrelieved.    It  ap- 
peared to  him  a  good  priiu:iple  in  the  general  way,  thait 
when  merchants  or  manufacturers  got  into  difficalties,  they 
bhould  get  out  of  th<'m  the  best  way  they  <;ould  bv  their 
own  exertions.   .  Would  it  not.be  strange,  if  those  who  had 
no  private  credit,  or  credit  at  the  BanK,  should  apply  to 
Parliament  for  relief  ?    If  (he  Continental  market  .was  not 
opened,  what  would  be  the  situation  of  those  who  received 
the  loan  ?  Whv,  the  Ijfouse  would  be  compelled  to  continue 
tbe  relief^  and  that  with  a  diminished  chance  of  eventual  re- 
payments    The  step  was  therefore  ^dangerous  one,'  and  it  - 
would  be  better  to  leave  tbings  as  they  are,  and  let  indivi- 
duals  do  the  best  for  themsel^ea.    Besides,  every  man  who 
had  been  insolvent  within  the  last  few  months  would  have 
reason  to  complain,  and  say,,  if  tbe  measure  bad  been 
sooner  resorted  to,  his  credit  had  a  chance  of  being  saved. 

Sir  J.  Nezcpori  contended,  that  if  this  loan  was  giten, 
^hen  Parliament  should  only  come  in  for  repayment,  with 
the  rest  of  tbe  creditors,  and  ought  not,  in  justice,  to  have  a 
preference,  by  which  all  the  risk  of  loss  would  be  thrown  oh 
the  private  creditor.    Be  knew,  from  the  best  information. 
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that  tbe  returns  for  j^oodssentso  South  America  were  ex-^ 
treniely  slow  and  distant,  and  therefore  there  was  little  prp-  , 
babtlthr  of  repayment  of  the  loan  being  made  within  the 
limited  time  proposed. 

Mr,  Manning  shortly  supported  the  nieasure,  and  thought 
it  the  duly  of  tlie  House  to  n^ake  the  experiment,  whether 
the  embarriBsment^  could  not  be  relieved  by  being  spread 
over  a  greater  space  in  respect  of  time. 

Mr.  jVhUbread  said,  that  as  he  found  the  House  inclined 
to  adopt  the  proposition  submitted  to  them  by  the  Chan- . 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer,  he  certainly  would  not, give  it  in 
the  present  instance  his  direct  opposition*  He  could  not 
however  suffisr  it  to  pass,  without  making  a  few  observations 
which  seemed  to  him  necessary  on  the  present  occasion. 
The  right  honourable  gentleman,  and  some  of  those  who 
had  supported  the  measure,  had  mentioned  it  as  resulting 
from  motives  of  compassion*  Before  he  could  consent  to 
consider  it  in  that  point  of ,  view,  he  must  first  haye 
shewn  to  him  what  was  the  state  of  commerce  with 
lespect  to  the  world  in  general.  The  question  was  not 
whether  we  shall  agree  to  the  resolution,  but  whether  we 
conscientiously  believe  that  we  catiby  these  means  place  the 
roaniifiK^tories  in  such  a  situation  as  to  enable  them  to  go  on. 
He  mach  doubted  the  foundation  of  that  argument  which 
placed  the  measure  jon  the  footing  of  a  motive  of  compos^ 
sion.  Not  knowing  what  the  opinion  of  the  Committee 
mi^htbe,  he  could  only  say,  that  there  never  was  in  his, 
opmion  a  more  loose  report  than  tliat  which  was  now  before 
the  House.  Mr.  Garden,  labouring  under  the  impreBion  of 
his  feelings,  had  attributed  the  present  difficulties  to  absurd 
speculations;  and  yet  he  says,  jt  was  highly  probable  that 
new  sfieculations  may  arise  to  countervad  tliem — that  they 
may  come  round  in  the  course  of  twelve  months,  and  then 
the  capital  may  come  round  also.  It  seemed  to  him  that 
the  cfldculations  of  the  Committee  of  Glasgow  were  inexpli- 
cable ; .  firopi  which  he  inferred,  that  the  construction  of  the 
original  leport  must  be  improper.  No  man  could  have  a 
higher  opinion  than  he  himself  entertained  for  the  knowledge 
and  experience  of  commercial  men  ;  but  by  this  report  it 
was  likely  to  infuse  an  idea  of  a  larger  failure  of  commerce 
than  there  ought  to  be.  Before  this  matter  was  brought 
forward,  he  thought  they  should  have  inauired  more  mi- 
Ulitely  into  the  circumstances  of  the  case.  In  1793,  all  that 
was  wanted  or  wished  for  was  the  money,  but  now  the  Com* 
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inittee  onglit  to  inqirire  into  the  politicBl  qnotioo,  aaii  lift 
to  the  bottom  Wvhat  wi»  the  real  (sauseof  the  present >dfatWBi> 
Though  be  might  on  the  proB^t  qaestion  give  way  to  what 
he  perceived  to  be  the  feeling  of  the  House,  jet  he  should 
not  hold  htmsdif  bound  not  to  oppose  the  bill  to  be  brought 
in  on  the  present  resotottovii  in  every  stage  in  which  he 
might  think  fit  to  express  bis  disapprotetion  of  the  foanda- 
tion  of  the  measure,  which  he  tbooght  was  more  lihdy  to  bt 
productive  of  roisch  ief  than  good. 

The  Chancellor  tf  the  Exchequer  agreed  with  the  hon* 
gentleman,  that  the  House  should  not  agree  to  this  Remln* 
tion,  if  it  was  likely  to  be  productive  of  more  mischief  than 
good.  For  his  own  part,  he  was  not  sanguine  ^on^  to 
believe,  that  this  might  be  equally  efficacious  with  the  mea- 
sure of  1793;  on  the  contrary,  he  considered  it  to  be  a  mea- 
sure presenting  manv  and  gjMi  difficulties ;  but  theie  waa 
certainly  t^  chance  that  it  might  be  productive  of  advantaee 
to  the  commercial  interests,  and  iftbere  wasa  chance,  Se 
thought  that  was  sufljcient  to  induce  Parliament  to  enter* 
tain  the  proposition.  It  had  been  saidy  that  there  was  no 
market  open ;  but  still,  though  this  was  not  the  case,  it  was 
tinquestionably  worth  while  to  take  the  chance  of  a  niarket 
being  shortly  opened.    It  would  be  recollected,  thaA  in  the. 

{rear  170S,  the  measure  was  productive  of  a  very  great  fai 
a  the  Stocks,  which  was  not  less  than  from  near  an  hosi** 
dred  to  seventy,  and  that  circumstance  then  operated 
strongly  on  the  question.  There  was  also  a  great  difisreace 
between  the  present  measure  and  that  of  1793,  with  fesnect 
to  the  security.  There  was  then  only  a  deposit  of  gooifs  us 
your  security ;  but  with  respect  to  the  preient,  if  they  <xin« 
not  find  persons  ready  to  be  bound  in  double  the  amount, 
they  must  produce  property  to  -double  the  amount.  He 
had  only  one  more  word  to  say.  It  was  not  fiur  or  candid  to 
make  any  reference^  or  to  go  mto  the  mattet  of  the  Bullion 
Committee.  He  insisted  that  it  was  not  the  Orders  df 
Council  that  prevented  our  goods  from  going  to  the  CSonti^ 
tieutj  but  that  it  was  owing  to  the  decrees  of  the  enemy  ; 
and  when  they  looked  to  this  cause,  they  must  look  to  tiie 
effect  of  the  enemy's  decrees,  which  said  escpressly,  you 
shall  have  no  connection  with  the  Continent ;  and  in  return, 
the  Orders  in  Council  reply,  you  shall  have  fio  conneetion 
with  the  rest  (^  the  world.  Finding  that  these  Ordets  in 
Council  had  counteracted  all  the  fancied  advantages  of  his 
firet  decrees,  he  found  it  necessary  to  resort  to  the  expedient 
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of  what  iffls  caHed  |iit  Boimiif  Decrees ;  aii4  io  eftrt^ii^; 
those  into  execution,  he  had  destroyed  the  property  of  km 
owfl  iiri^cto,  and  not  that  6f  dSTfr;  fbr  oar  iseichaeit^  knciv 
tdo  welt  what  they  weie  aboat,  to  Mdfer  their  jaercbaodjaitito 
be  amt  oat  of  this  ooniitry  without  ha  wig  first  .fecelTed  4h^. 
Tahie  of  it«  If  the  hoo.  geatknan  says  that  th  to  woatd,  jvmI  ; 
must  be  the  case,  it  only  proves  that  he  has  been  obliged  to  - 
resort  to  the  most  arbitraify  and  oppsesstiF^  measums  that 
wera  ever  aHmpled  to  be  used  by  any  tyraili  to^a^y.^Ub- 
jects'of'Whom  bisttey  had. ever  yet takopmotioe^i  .Wit^ 
respeot'tithohoD*  gentleman  who  hid  apakeo  f ipip,  luidQr 
tbegallerj»i(Mr/Ourwen),  he  hoped  he  would!  wtpfvpu()gil 
the  quertioii' ntgatding  Anerioa,  bat  would  <fertraiii  his 
opinioa  till  <  be 'saw  what  was  the  eSeet  of  /the  measiures  now 
ia  prof^nm  between  the  two  eonnties.  At  the  same  time  he 
said  thtSy  he  did  not  think,  that  by  agreeing  to  the  present 
resolutioa,  any  {[taikraan  was  bound  or  pk^ed  to  witbf* 
hold  hia  qppDBitidn  to  the  measuie  in  auy  future  stage  of  tba 

Sljr  J^  iOeapoff  explaiaed. 

Mf.  Poftfoniy  said,  that  all  which  could  be  fairly  ififerred 
as  to  the  Oiders  ia  Couacil  was,  thit  one  violent  measuia 
prddaaed  another.  *  He  thought  the  conquest  of  the  FrenoU 
colMies  ^fjki  oneof  ihe  causes  of  the  present  calamitoua  state 
of  Ih^  eofnnesiidl  etedit 

-  Mr.IioH  iasisfed>  that  the  eolonka  we hava  ^oonquer^ 
fifid^a  market  here. 

JUt:  Whkbrtad  and  the  Chamdkr  of  the  Esohequer 
each  said  a  fi^  words  in  exphnatidn.  •    *) 

Jlfr.  CtfmiMgsaid,  he  wookl  not  tioiifale  tifa  KouN  on^  Ihe 
snbjedt  of  the  nsolation,  fiirtber  than  to  s4y^  ibatawaitkLtocA 
live  in  those  times  in  which  a  British  M iaiste  mij^hLnat  $w 
press  bia' hopes  that  a  nisasor^  introduced  for  lhe|;«iitnl 
WeMua  might  be  atteaded  with  mqeessk  . .     <  -  K    .1  v 

The  lesdnticm  was  then  affteod  t04  .1/;      ..* .  U 

Lard'JSbOsesian  postponed  his: ifaption  on  informaiidBS 'e« 

ofide^  wMck  stood  for  w  edoesday^  to  Thuisday  aext^     :o 

-■'■•*'■  •       • .  .    .    ...,  I  i,  -^ 

MUTINY   Mli?.,.   -*  ,.       .  '      ^,,    •> 

Oq  the  cpcBtioB  §ix  bvbging  up  the  Knport  iaf.tne:B^^<l 
J  lifarddhltM  took  nolica  of . wjuit  he  cteoelv^  a  h wdsl^iB 
10  lka»law  as  it  now  atoodf  ^tbsil'u  person  recruited  in.tV'T 
^mf,  shapldbe  liabkto  be  oooaidared  as  a  daaerter,  if  he 
abaittted  himself  four  days  from  the  recruiting  party  that 
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enlisted  htniy  or  eren  if  the  recraitiiig  party  should  leave 
him. 

Lord  'BohnertUm  said,  that  the  last  case  had  been  al- 
ready provided  for.  If  the  recruit  gave  his  real  name  and 
address  to  those  who  recruited  him,  and  they  did  not 
aftenvards  dill  upon  him,  he  was  not  liable  to  be  treated  as 

aideserter.     '-  " 

The  Report  was  then  broiicriit  up. 

-  Mr.  PameU  vl)«c  to  propose  a  clause  4n  favour  of  the 
ri^ht  of  Romfltn  Catholic  soldiers  to  attend  Divine  aervioe  in 
their  own  place  of  Worship,  and  not  to  be  oom^peUed  to  at- 
tend the  service  of  the  established  Church.  He  did  not 
mean  to  throw  the  least  blame  upon  the  Irish.  QtovammeRt 
on  this  score :  they  bad  done,  every  thing  which  depended 
upon  them  to  tedress  this  grievance.  Neverthelessi  by  the 
first  article  of  war,  the  commainding  officerrhad  a  powtr  to 
oblige  their  soldiers  to  attend  Divine  service  at  the  esta* 
Mished  Church  ;  yet^  as  he:wasconvinoed  that  it  was  not 
the  wish  of  the  House  that  Catholics  should  be  forced  to  at* 
tend  Protestant  worship,  he  thought  it  i^ould  beof  grtet  Im* 
portarfice  that  tliey  should  not  be  left.to  the  will  of  their 
officeis,  but  ^at  dbey  should  be  protected  by  the.  law*  He 
itas  convinced  n  l^islative  provision  of  this  eort'  wouM 
help  the  recruiting  service  in  Irehmd  oonstdemUy.  After 
instancing  three  cases  where  Catholics  had  been  punished 
on  this  aooount,  he  conoladed  by  moving  bis  elausei  '^  pro- 
vided always^  that  no  soldier  protessing  the  Atmian'  Ca« 
tbolic  leligion  shall  be  punished  for  not 'attending  Divine 
service  at  the  established  Cliorchi!' 

Jfr.  W.  Poks  thoi^ht  this  ckuse  unnecessary,  as  the 
Jvish  Gavenmient  had  never  wished  to  force  tlie  Catholics 
toatlsnd  Protestant  sernce^  and  did  give  immediate  relief 
1o  the  ten  Catholica  who  had  been  aggrieved  in  this  tean* 
ner.  As  t6  the  case  of  Spenoe  (which  had  been  mentioned 
also  on  a  fovmer  day),  the  sentence  of  500  fauhes  was  not  for 
refusing  to  gb  to  church,  but  for  writing  to  his  obodnimding 
officer  a  Jet^r  that  was  conceived  mutinpus.  As.  to  tb^  se- 
cond case,  it  was  true  that  at  Enubkillen  a  very  young 
officer,  just  come  from  the  West  indies,  did  punish  (by 
tumhig  their  coats)  some  Catholic  sotdi^for  noi^gbmg 
fo  church.  This  officer  was^  hbwever,  severely  reptimmaed 
for  it,  and  removed  trom'tbat  district.  The  genenl'oedera 
issued  by  the  Govenimeht  fwere  niiiM  .explicit^  Upon  thill 
|>oint;  .  .    '.  .  '.^  •    '  ••  .  .• 
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Sir  John  Newport  allowed,  that  tbe  Irish  Governmeiit 
bad  interfered  in  a  veiy  handsome  manner  on  the  particular 
fcases  broaght  to  their  notice.  He  thought  Parliament 
should  now  interfere  for  the  general  protection  of  all  Ca* 
tholic  soldiers. 

Mr.  W.  Smilh  said,  that  if  Spence  had  not  happened 
to  have  a  friend  to  state  his  case  ix}  the  Government, 
he  would  probably  have  sufiered  the  whole  of  the  punish- 
ment. He  thought  the  Catholic  soldier  should  be  pHotected 
bjr  law. 

Lord  Pabnerston  said,  that  histances  which  could  be 
produced  of  the  interference  complained  of  were  so  very  few 
that  there  was  no  occasion  for  any  law  upon  the  subj^t : 
and  that  it  would  be  much  better  to  leave  it  as  a  matter  of 
regulation,  as  there  could  be  no  doubt  of  the  wishes  of  the 
Government  or  the  Commander  in  Chief  upon  the  subject. 
In  the  hospitals,  wherever  there  weie  Catholic  soldiers^  Ca- 
tholic clergymen  were  admitted.  J> 

Mr*  Hutchinson  dwel£  on  the  great  iniportance  of  the 
Catholic  body  to  the  recruiting  our  armies.  He  therefore 
conceived,  that  it  would  tend  greatly  to  increase  our  armies^ 
if  the  Catfiolics  had  that  protection  bylaw  which  the  'gen-, 
tlemen  on  the  otli'cr  side  wished  them  to  have  by  their  xp* 
gulatioDs. 

Mr,  Manners  Sutton  said,  that  at  present  the  6n1y  ques-* 
tion  was,  as  to  the  mode;  and  it  appeared  to  him  that  no' 
case  had  been  made  out  to  call  fo^  an  alteration  of  the  law, 
but  that  a  regulation  would  be  fully  adequate  to  prevent 
the  evil  complained  of.  i    '' 

Mr*  Elliot  and  Mr.  .Herbert  supported  the  clauses. 

Mr.  Ponsonbi/  observed,  that  neither  the  practice  of  the 
Irish  Government,  nor  their  regulations,  protected  Irish  Ca** 
thotic  soldiers  in  this  country.  For  their  protection  he 
thought  a  change  in  the  law  necessary. 

Lord  Palmenton  said  he  was  not  a>Yare  of  a  single  case  of 
tliis  nature  happening  in  £ng:land. 

Mr.  Pameil  re-stated  one  of  his  cases,  which  was  that  of 
a.  private  in  the  Royal  Artillery  havinj?  been  lately  ihx^ti* . 
soned  twelve  days,  at  Woolwich,  for  revising  to  attehd  the 
service  of  the  established  icburclk  u      '     ' 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  thought  the  Catholic 
soldiers  had  sufficient  protection  in  the  known  se^imentu  of 
the  Iri$h  Goyemment  and  th6  geneml  orders  they  i^u<id. 
In  this  country  it  would  be  much  (setter  that  the  edcct  should 
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be  Biodttofid  bjr  a  regulation  tliaa  bj  a  law.  If  the  Ca- 
tholic aoldier  was  to  be  specifically  exempted,  every  daos 
of  diiaenleiB  in  the  Army  would  coaceire  theinsel  ves  equally 
•  cathlM  to  exeniption. 
f-.  ilfr.  JVhUbread  suggested^  as  a  better  course,  to  addresa 
the  Prince  Regeat  to  alter  the  articles  •£  war  in  this  respect. 
Perhaps  General  Orders  from  the  Com\;Dander  in  Chief  in 
this  ooiiotry,  similar  to  the  orders  of  the  Irish  GoYeramcat, 
Blight  prouuce  the  same  ei^t. 

^After  a  few  mutual  explanations^  the  House  divided. 

Fortheclaai^  -  *  13 

Against  it      *  r  -      ,      46     v 

Majority  »  *     33 

Mr.  Manners  ^M&n  then  proposed  two  amendments,  of 
which  he  had  given  notice  on  a  former  day.  The  first  was 
to  give  power  to  Courts-martial  to  inflict  the  punishment 
of  imprisonment  in  the  place  of  corpoml  punishment,  when 
they  should  judge  it  proper;  at  present  they  had  no  option  ; 
but  whenever  Uie  punubmentwas.not  capitat,  they  were 
bound  to  name  some  corporal  punishment.  The  amendment 
which  he  now  proposed  would  not  take  from  them  tite 
power  of  inflicting  corpoml  punishments^  but  would  ^tvc 
them  a  power  which  they  now  have  not — that  of  substitu*. 
ling^  at  their  discretion,  the  punishment  of  imprisonment  for 
corpora}  punishment*  The  other  amendment  he  had  to 
propose,  was  to  strike  out  certain  word's  of  the  190th  clause 
of  the  articles  of  war,  by  which,  embezzlement  of  stores  by 
officers  appeared  to  be  punishable  only  ^^  when  serving  c^ut 
of  the  United  Kingdom."  These  wqras  he  wished  to  strike 
out. 

Colonel  Wbod  thought  the  idea  of  allowing  Courts-mar- 
tial to  substitute  imprisonment  for  corpoml  punishment  was 
a  most  admirable  one.  He  thought,  however,  that  some 
crimes,  drunkenness,  for  example,  mi^ht  be  better  piiliisbed 
by  mulcting  the  soldier  of  part  of  his  pay ;  or  otherwise, 
when  his  imprisonment  was  out^  he  might  go  to  the  ale- 
house again. 

Mr.  Manners  Sutton  said,  that  be  did  not  wisli  to  eiifer 
into  the  minutia  of  regulations^.  His  object  was  mefel/.to 
give  Courtsrmartial  a  power  which  they  had  not  fiow^  that 
of  substitiHing  imprisonment  for  cprpcjr^l  punishment 
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*I1ie  Ameudifietits  ivere  agreed  to^  and  Ibe  Ml  mm  er* 
dered  to  be  read  a  third  time  io-datr^ 

The  Marine  Mutiny  Bill  passed  throagli  a  Committer 
aad  the  Report  was  orae^  to  belmMight  up  this  da/. 

The  other  orders  of  the  day  were  th^  disposed  of. 

Adjoarned. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 

TCISSDAT,   VABCB   12. 
RC^SNT^S'  MB86A9B. 

« 

The  ChunceUar  of  the  lEoKbequer  brought  up  n  mewiga 
fMiiD  the  Prioce  Rqgeat;  it  was  read  from  the  ^haUj  aod 
was  in  sobstance  as  follows:-^ 

**  "The  Prince  Regent,  in  the  name4ind  in  tlie*behalf  «f 
the  King,  thinks  proper  to  inform  the  House  of  Cooifliotaay 
tsbat  the  maintenaDce  of  a  body  of  Portuguese  troops  in 
Srkisb  pav»  had  been  aaended  with  che  most  importam 
effects  in  toe  conduct  of  the  war^  The  Prince  Regent  hopes 
the  House  ofCommons  will  ^siable  him  to  contimie  the  ^$,wm 
lor  the  jpresent  year,  according  as  droumataaoes  and  tb^ 
nature  or  the  contest  may  require/' 

On  the  motion  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  tfae 
Message  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Supply. 

COMMBECIAL  CRBDlT. 

The  ChanetBor  of  the  Exchequer  brought  tip  the  Report 
of  the  Commercial  Credit  Committee,  resolving^  that  it  was 
necessary  to  give  assistance  to  the  Merchants,  and  io  issue 
aixmtltions  of  Exchrquer-bills  for  that  purpose.  The  Re* 
t>ort  was  received,  atid  leave  given  to  bring  in  Bills,  founded 
on  the  Resototions.  A  Committee,  consisting  of  the  CbaiN 
'Oelior  of  the'Escheqiaer,  and  the  Law  Officers  of  CbeCrown, 
were  aippoimed  to  prepare  the  Bills. 

mSTlLLBRIES. 

Jfr.  Lusbingtonhtmiight  up  the  Report  of  the  OomumI- 
tee-on  the  BisciUeriea. 

A  long  and  desultory  conversatiosi  eiMiiiinwiced  on  Ab 
su^ect  between  Mr;  Rose,  Sir.fl.  Montgomery,  StrJjSiii- 
-dltir,  Mc  Coke,\^nd  Mc  Curweo.  •     ^     '  l 
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Mr.  Futter  wondered  that  there  was  so  much  talk  about 
corn,  and  so  little  about  sagar ;  but  the  VVest^Indians  were 
not  to  be  oppressed  more  than  other  men.  If  they  brought  - 
their  goods  into  the  country,  and  could  get  nothing  for 
them,  why  then,  what  were  they  to  do  f  For  bis  part,  if 
he  could  not  sell  his  sugars,  he  had  nothing  left  for  it  but 
to  go  down  to'  his  barley-fantiMn  Sussex.  But  were  not  the 
West-India  merchants  men  ?  nay,  were  they  not  English 
merchants?  nay,  were  they  not  contributors  to  tbe  glory 
of  England  i  Did  they  not  make  ships  and  seamen,  as 
well  as  sugar  i  What  had  Buonaparte  done  ?  What  was 
Buonaparte's  *  policy  f  He  had  let  the  English  buv  hia 
brandy  and  his  corOi  till  they  had  sent  out  all  their  bullion ; 
and  now  there  was  not  a  guinea  left  in  the  country,  or~ 
change  for  a  guinea,  if  you  could  find  one.  (Hear !  imd 
laug&ng.)  It  Was  no  matter  who  had  done  all  this— -he 
would  say  nothing:  but  the  poisoned  chalice  would  be 
brought  back  to  their  own  lips.  There  might  be  many  spe- 
culations about  the  West  Indies,  and  some  men  might  thmk 
it  would  be  a  good  plan  to  cultivate  Cuba  by  importing 
slaves  into  it.  To  be  sure,  they  would  be  better  cultivators  ' 
than  whites.  A  n  honourable  gentleman  on  the  other  side 
said,  the  agricultural  interest  bad  declined.  He  could  not 
X  tell  how  that  niight  be,  but  he  knew  that  the  land  had  risen, 
while  the  poor  West-Indians  were  tumbled  down  fifty  per 
cent.  Manufactures  might  be  abused,  but  they  were  good 
things  for  all  that.  How  else,  without  those  artificial  means, 
could  a  country  of  fifteen  millions  fight  against  a  hundred 
millions  ?  They  might  say  agriculture  grew  on  the  surface 
of  the  earth  (^l^ear\)\  but  he  would  be  bold  to  say,  ma- 
nufactures grew  on  the  surface  of  the  earth  too.  (Jlear!) 
Let  any  man  go  into  a  shop,  any  where,  suppose  in  the 
country,  and  there  he  would  find  a  pile  of  things,  rifle- 
barrelled  muskets^  for  instance,  (hearl  kearl)  and  every 
one  of  them  worth  at  least  sixty  guineas,  While  thef  original 
cost  was  not  thirty.  (Hearl  h!earl)  After  this,- who  would 
dispute  that  manufactures  were  good  things,  /and  that  tbe 
country  ought  not  to  let  them  down  ? 
^  Mr.  Marryatt  contended  for  the  policy  of  extending  re- 
Kef  to  the  West-India  planters.  He  was  aitaid,  that  if  feven 
the  measure  proposed  were  to  be  adopted,  that  House  woukl 
soon  have  applications  for  reljef  of  their  distresses  on  th«  * 
•part 'of  the  West-India  Planters.  It  was  yesterday  pro- 
posed to  issue  six  milUons  of  Exchequer^billsy   for  tbQ 
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relief  of  the  maniifaeturers,  whose  distress  was  only  tempo- 
rary. Theexports  were  still  open  to  them,  but  the  returns 
were  of  no  value ;  and  that  was  particularly  the  case  with 
respect  to  the  returns  from  Martinique  and  Guadaloupe. — 
He  .trusted  the  House  would  matorely  consider  the  whole 
of  the  C3se,  and  that  every  proper  allowance  would  be  made 
for  the  West^India  Planters.  ♦  * 

Air,  Coke  (of  Norfolk)  explained* 

Sir  Thomas  Turton,  after  a  few  general  observaUonS' 
npon  the  principle  of  the  proposed  measure,  and  the  com- 

{mrative  price  of  grain,  stated  it  to  be  his  opii^ibn^  that  re« 
ief  ought  to  be  granted  to  the  West-India  merchants,  but 
not  on  the  scale  now  intended.  He  should  support  the 
principle,  tliough  he  should  feel  himself  bound  to  oppose 
some  of  the  details. 

Mr.  Brand  stated,  that  this  measure  had  created  much 
alarm  in  the  part  or  tlie  country  with  which  he  was  con- 
nected. He  was  not,  however,  in  possession  of  sufficient 
information  upon  the  subject  to  give  any  settled  opinion  : 
but  he  hoped  the  House  would  not  adopt  a  measure  of  so 
^niuch  importance  tothe landed  nnd  colonial  interests,  without 
a  previous  full  and  satisfactory  inquiry.  He  should  be  ex« 
tremely  sorry  to  see  consideratioBs  of  personal  or  particular 
interests  introduced  into  the  disQussion  of  so  important  a 
question.  He  was  persuaded  that  the  gentlemen  in  the 
colonial  interest- would  not  wish  to  have  sugar  introduced 
into  the  distilleries  io  competition  with  corn,  until  the  price 
of  it  should  be  such  as  to  enable  the  farmer  to  live  by  grow- 
ing it,  and  when  the  competition  could  take  place  with- 
out injury  to  the  landed  interest.     He  had  only  to  add  a 

«  hope,  that  all  due  inquiry  should  precede  the  adoption  of 
the  measure. 

Mr»  Hibbtrt  could  assure  the  House,  that  the  principle 
which  actuated  the  part  of  the  colonial  interest  with  which 
he  was  connected,  was,  that  they  would  be  jhankful  for 
any  measure  that  would  admit  them  at  low  and. ruinous 
prices  into  competition  with  corn  at  a  fair  living  price.—* 
This  was  all  that  was  proposed  by  this  measure,  and  he  was 

*  sure  that  a  competition  upon  such  terms  could  not  be  inju- 
rious to  the  landed  interest.  -  He  could  not  agree  with  his 
honourable  friend,  that  if  this  measure  were  to  be  adopted, 
it  would  be  followed  by  an  application  for  relief  by  the 
"W^est-Iodia  Planters.  The  produce  of  the  old  British  co- 
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lonies  was  on  the  decline,  and  would  soon  be  only  8Uf|l« 
cient  to  supply  the  home  consnmption.  This  be  considered 
a  calamitpr,  as  the  public  wovld  lose  *i|ll  the  advantages  it 
derived  from  the  reexportation  of  West*Iudian  produce. 
The  experiment  oF  this  measure  ought  to  be  tried.  If  the 
price  of  barley  was  low,  the  amount  bf  the  duty  on  malt 
had  not,  as  he  wa^  informed,  fallen  oif ;  and  this  was  a 
proof  that  barley  had  a  fair  measure  of  consumption.  He 
wished,  as  we  nad  sent  out  annually  so  many  millions  for 
corn  to  the  Continent,  that  the  experiment  should  be  tried 
at  the  expence  of  the  enemy,  rather  than  by  withholding 
so  small  a  boon  from  the  West-India  Piantersilest  the  landed 
interest  should  by  possibility  be  affected. 

T%e  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was  not  at  all  surprised 
that  the  inhabitants  of  the  corn  districts  should  have  fel( ' 
some  anxiety  respecting  this  measure,  when  they  found 
those  gentlemen  in  that  House,  to  whom  thcfy  looked  up  as 
>the  protectors  of  their  interest,  declaring  the  measure  ruin* 
ous  to  the  landed  interest.  He  coulq  not  suppose  those 
gentlemen  desirous  of  making  a  false  impression  in  any 
quarter,  and  therefore  besought  them  to  the  consideratiotifl 
in  detail,  which  he  and  others  who  agreed  with  him  should 
submit ;  and  he  would  undertake  to  say  that  their  alarms 
would  be  removed.  It  was  undoubtedly  not  more  un« 
founded,  than  it  was  likely  to  make. a  very  unfavourable  ' 
impression  out  of  that  Honse,  to  assert,  as  had  been  as* 
serted,  that  all  governments  in  this  couutry  neglected  the 
landed  interest,  and  attended  exclnsively  to  the  interests  of 
the  colonies  and  of  commerce.  If  the  members  of  Govern- 
ment could  get  credit  for  the  possession  only  of  common 
feeling,  or  common  sense,  such  an  imputation  could  not 
be  made  against  them.  So  far  from  that  being  the  case, 
they  must  feel,  that  to  encourage  each  was  to  promote'  oil, 
and  the  price  of  the  produce  ot  land  was  supported  by  the 
wealth  diffused  throvghout  the  country  by  manufiiGtures 
and  commerce.  He  should  be  the  last  man  to  accuse  the  ^ 
gentlemen  of  the  landed  interest  of  any  desire  to  keep  up 
unduly  the  high  prices  of  their  produce  l^rom  interested  mo- 
tives ;  but  he  must  observe,  that  in  making  such  chargesj 
they  listened  rathef  to  their  prejudices  than  to  their  judg* 
ment.  Having  premised  thus  much,  he  should  next  pro- 
ceed to  state  the  nature  of  the  measure  to  which  such  ob- 
jections had  been  made.  The  object  of  the  measure  was, 
)¥hen  bariey  should  be  3Ss*  per  quarter^  to  allow  the  distil- 
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lers  to  t^se  sugar  or  barley  at  their  opiion.  The  scale  might 
or  might  not  be  suffici6iit-*-that  was  another  question ;  but  the 
principle  was  to  enable  the  distiller^  irom  an  equal  amouqt 
of  duty 9  to  |iroduce  the  same  quality  ofspirits^  whether 
barley  or  sugar  should  be  uscd«  He  had  been  agreeably 
disappointed  at  the  planner  in  wbich  this  measure  had  beea 
met.  When  he  expected  to  hear  it  argued  that  barley  was 
40,  41,  or  42^.  and  ihat  the  efliect  of  the  measure  would 
be  to  let  in  the  sugar  to  a  competition,  the  argument  was^ 
that  barley  wa«  only  26s.  The  lower  the  price  of  barley^ 
the  stronger  the  argument  in  favour  of  his  measure,  be« 
cause  the  distillery  would  afford  it  a  market,  and  without 
any  possibility  of  competition  till  the  price  should  be  S8f.«— 
The  same  prophecies,  that  the  measure  would  be  ruinous  to 
the  barley  growers,  bad  been  made  when  the  first  prohi* 
bitory  measure  was  proposed,  and  yet,  aAer  three  years^ 
these  prophecies  are  repeated,  accompanied  with  a  stated 
mentthat  the  couotr}^  is  now  full  of  barley.  The  West* 
India  gentlemen' all  disapproved  of  the  measure  as  insuffi* 
cient  for  their  wants,  and  yet  voted  for  it,  as  doing  some- 
thing for  them ;  and  the  landed  gentlemen  all  voted  against 
It,  though  it  was  to  give  them  the  exclusive  market  of  the 
distilleries,  till  barley  should  reacb  3Ss.  The  right  honour- 
able gentleman  then  explained^  what  be  had  omitted  to 
state  on  the  first  opening  of  this  ipeasure — the  arrangement 
which  had  been  made  with  the  distillen^  and  the  expiration  > 
of  the  Prohibition  Act. 

^  Mr.  Jdani  i^outended,  th^t  the  proposition  for  allowing 
sugar  a  competition  with  barley,  formed  a  pew  sera  of  the 
greatest  importance  to  the  landed  iiiterest.  All  he  wanted 
waS|  to  go  into  an  investigation  before  such  a  nroposition 
should  be  sanctioned.  He  believed  the  I'ight  honourable 
gentleman  had  arranged  bis  equivalents  according  to  his 
notions  of  the  justice  of  the  case;  but  be  should  wish  to 
know,  whether  he  bad  taken  into  his  consideration  the 
comparative  expence  of  distillation  from  sugar  and  barley. 
If  be  was  rightly  informed,  the  expence  was  less  in  distill- 
ing sugar  than  corn.  He  wished  these  facts  to  be  ascer- 
tinned  before  the  measure  should  be  agreed  to. 

After  some  farther  conversation  between  Mr.  W.  Smitfi, 
Mr.  Rosc«  Mr.  Biddylpb^  and  Mr.  Barh^imj  the  Jles6ig« 
iiom  w6ie  agreed  to.         '  T 
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On  tlie  qaestion  that  the  Bill  should  be  read  a  third  itme^ 

Mr.  IV.  SnUth  rose^  to  express  his  satisfaction  at  tfafe 
amendment  which  the  introducridn  of  imprisonment,  in- 
stead of  corporal  punishment  had  brought  about.  He 
thought  the  situation  of  the  ^rmy  was  much  amehorated 
by  it. 

Mr.  M'Cleod  difftred  om  the  subject  from  the  honourable 
gentleman  who  had  jast  sat  down.  He  had  been  fifteen 
years  on  the  home  service,  and  did  not  know  what  impri- 
sonment meant  as  expressed  in  the  new-clause.  H-e  wisned 
to  know  whether  it  was  meant  to  confine  the  soldier  in  the 
guard-room,  or  where? 

Mr.  Mamurt  Sutton  was  sure,  when  the  subject  was 
known  in  the  country^  that  a  room  would  be  set  apart  in  the 
barracks  for  that  purpose. 

After  a  few  w©rds  from  Sir  T.  Turtbn,  the  Bill  was 
passed. 

Adjourned.  , 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

WEDNESDAY^  MARCH  13. 
INSOLVENT  DEBTORS.— AREESTS. 

The  order  t)f  the  day  having  been  moved  by'Lord  Redes* 
dale,  the  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Cohimittee  on  the 
Insolvent  Debtors  Bill. 

Earl  Stanhope  objected  to  the  appointment  of  one  Cork 
missioner  only  to  bold  the  Courts  conceWing  that  there 
ought  to  be  three,  and  that  the  Bankrupt  business  in  Chan- 
cery might  be  transferred  to  this  Court.  His  Lordship  also 
objected  to  the  delivery  in  the  first  instance  of  the  schedule 
on  oath,  and  to  the  term  of  three  months  imprisonment, 
before  the  prisoner  could  petition  for  his  discharge. 

.  LordJfcdesdale  contended,  that  one  Commissioner  would 
be  sufficient  to  do  the  business,  and  therefore  that  there 
was  no  necessity  to  burthen  the  public  with  the  expence  of 
three.  Upon  the  point  of  the  oath,  he  contended,  that 
to  allow  the  prisoner  to  give  in  a  schedule  merely  upon 
his  declaration,  would  open  a  door  to  fraud » give  great  addi- 
tional trouble  to  the  creditors,  and  delay  tlie  discharge  of 
the  debtor. 
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Lord  Holland  agreed  with  Lord  Redesdale  as  to  the 
"points  of  the  oath,  and  the  one  Commissioner,  but  thought 
that  the  term  of  imprisonmenr,  before  the  prisoner  should 
be  allowed  to  petition,  might  be  shortened.  He  also  ob* 
jected  to  the  severity  of  the  provision  respecting  prisoners" 
"who  had  lost  money,  whilst  in  prison,  by  gaming. 

Lord  Redesdale  was  not  arixious'about  the  three  months, 
or  the  terms  of  the  latter  clause,  which  had,  however,  been 
copied  from  former  Insolvent  Acts. 

The  Lord  ChanceUor  contended  for  the  necessity  of  the 
oath,  and  observed,  with  respect  to  the  bankrupt  business  ia 
Chancvy,  that  a  better  provision  respecting  it  would  pro- 
bably be  brought  before  tne  House,  than  that  suggested  by 
the  noble  Earl. 

An  amendment  moved  by  Earl  Stanhope,  to  substitute 
three  Commissioners  for  one^  was  withdrawn  ;  and,  after 
some  conversation  it  was  agreed,  .that  Lord  Redesdale 
should  propose  his  own  amendments,  and  that  the  Bill 
should  be  printed  as  amended,  and  re-committed. 

Lord  Redetdale  stated  the  substance  of  these  amendments, 
which  were  material,  with  respect  to  notices  to  creditors, 
that  they  need  only  be  served  on  creditors  detaioing  the 
party  in  prison,  and  where  they  lived  at  a  remote  disia^ce, 
the  Court  to  have  a  discretionary  power  ^q  order,  instead  of 
notice  to  be  published  in  two  newspapers;  Ccurt  to  have 
power  to  compel  assignees  of  insolvents'  effects  to  distribute 
them  amongst  the  creditors.  In  cases  of  insane  prisoners, 
provision  to  be  made  for  their  discharge ;  in  cases  of  com- 
missions of  lunacy,  their  property  to  be  subject  to  the  dis* 
posal  of  the  Court  of  Chancery  ;  and  where  no  commission, 
a  summary  proceeding  to  be  substituted* 

The  Bill  was  reported,  and  ordeted  to  be  printed. da 
amended. 

'  The  Arrest  Bill  also  passed  through  a  Committee  in  the 
^same  manner.  Earl  Stanhope  said  a  few  words  respecting 
the  provisions  in  the  BiU,  subjecting  persons  to  arrest,  who 
had  given  bills  of  exchange  or  promissory  notes,  although 
below  $0/.  which  Lord  Redesdale  said  had  been  introduced 
at  the  suggestion  of  some  of  the  learned  Judges.      v 

The  BUI  was  reported  and  ordered  to  be, printed  as 
amended. 

Adjourned. 


. '      .         . 
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HOUSE  OF  COItfMOxNS. . 

WEDNESDAY,  MARCU   13« 
INFORMATIONS   EX   OFFICIO, 

Lord  Folkcslone,  observing  that  the  Attorney*Xaeiiera}  was 
not  in  bis  place,  moved*  that  the  consideration  of  bis  motioo 
od  this  subject  be  postponed  till  to-morrow,  and  that  tlk« 
House  du  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  Perceval  thotig;ht  it  suiSScieot  that  ilhe  noble  Lord 
should  postpone  bis  own  motion,  without  also  moving  that 
the  House  ao  adjourn.  He  (Mr.  Perceval)  had  a  motion 
standing  for  to-night,  which  he  was  anxious  to  bring 
forward,  namely>  that  for  funding  a  quantity  of  Exchequer* 
bills. 

Mr,  jibercromby  wtiB  of  opinion,  that,  under  existing 
circumstances,  the  motion  of  the  noble  Lord  was  most  cor- 
rect. The  absence  of  gentlemen  interested  in  the  busineyi 
to  be  brought  forward,  till  a  late  hour  of  the  night,  so  that 
the  person  bringing  it  forward  must  either  state  it  in  the 
absence  of  those  tp  whom  it  peculiarly  applied,  or  allow 
other  business  to  take  the  precedence  ot  it,  sufficiently 
jiroved  the  impropriety  of  the  rule  lately  introduced  by  the 
light  honourable  gentletnan. 

^  A  Dcr  some  farther  conversation.  Lord  Folkatonc  fixed 
Ihs  motion  decidedly  for  to-morrow^ 

[There  was  no  House  on  the  next  day.] 

COMMERCIAL   CREDIT. 

Mr.  Hart  Davis  rose  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Hous^ 
4o  a  statement  in  the  newspaper  called  *'  The  Morning 
I'ost/'  where,  purportiue  to  give  an  account  of  the  speech 
of  the  Treasurer  of  the  N  a?y,  in  answer  to  that  of  another 
boDoursble  member*  (Mr.  Uuskisson),  on  the  question  aa 
to  the  state  of  the  commercial  credit  of  the  country,  tbut 
paper  represented  the  Treasurer  of  the  Navy  assaying,  thtit 
instead  of  there  being  no  failures  of  |iny  of  the  great  houses 
in  the  year  1793,  in  the  town  of  Liverpool  alone  six  bankr 
ing-houses  had  failed.  He  bad  felt  anxious  on  this  sublet, 
and,  on  inquiry,  found  it  to  be  a  misrepresentation  ot  thii 
speech  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman. 

The  Speaker  asked,  bad  the  honoorable  gentleman  any 
motion  to  make  on  this  subject  ? 
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Mr,  Hari  bavis  said,  be  left  it  lo  the  pleaiure  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  Perceval  immediately  moved  that  the  House  do  now 
resolve  into  a  Committee  of  Supply. 

FUNDING  OP  TWBLTB  MILLIONS  EXCHBQUBK  BILLS. 

The  House  having  gone  into  the  Committee, 

Mr.  Perceval  ssidj  he  should  now  state  the  amount  of 
Exchequer»bills  he  proposed  to  fund  into  the  6ve  per  cents, 
and  the  dates  of  the  bills  to  be  fandedt.  Last  year  the  sunt 
proposed  to  be  funded  was  eight  millions;  and  there  was  a- 
great  pressure  on  the  part  of  the  applicants,  who  wished  to 
avail  themselves  of  this  privilege.  He  proposed  that  this 
year  the  sum  to  be  funded  should  be  twelve  millions,  and 
he  did  not  think  it  likely  that  the  whole  of  this  sum  would  be 
funded,  at  least  that  there  would  be  any  such  pressure  to  be 
admitted  to  a  participation  in  this  benefit,  as  there  was  in 
the  last  year.  He  should  propose  that  the  bills  to  be  fnnded 
should  be  those  issued  between  the  10th  of  April  last,  and 
tho  11th  of  the  present  month  of  March  ;  and  that  for 
every  100/r  the  holder  of  such  bill  should  be  entitled  to 
iOS/.  145.  capital  stock  in  the  five  per  cent^.  When  he,  in 
the  first  instance,  proposed  this  measure,  the  five  per  ccntK. 
were  at  97  three-quarters*  At  present  they  had  not  expe* 
rienced  a  greater  depreciation  than  10^.  This  was  giving  a 
bonus  therefore  of  only  1/.  5^.  Id.  being  much  the  snmc  a» 
was  given  last  year^^  This  would»  he  presumed,  be  a  suffi- 
cient induoement  to  the  holders  of  such  bills  to  fund  (hem, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  would  not  be  esteemed  so  advan^ 
tageous  a  bargain  as  to  produce  anj  pressure.  He  therefore 
proposed  a  Resolution  to  that  e&ct,  th^  annuities  running 
from  the  5th  of  January  1811,  in  the  same  way  as  the  five 
per  cents,  now  do.  ' 

AAer  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Baring,  and  an  answer  from 
Mr.  Perceval,  both  of  which  were  conveyed  in  so  low  a  tone, 
tliat  it -was  impossible  to  collect  the  meaning  of  them,  the 
Resolution  was  put  and  agreed  to ;  as  was  another  RcsoIu« 
tion,  declaring  that  the  sum  of  EKclicquer^bills  so  to  be 
Ainded  should  not  exceed  twelve  millions  sterling. 

The  report  was  ordered  to  be  received  to-morrow,  and 
the  Committee  to  sit  again  on  Friday. 

Mr,  Ryder  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  indemni- 
fying Magistrates  for  enrolling  Militia  men  aft^  the  regular 
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time.    He  aAerwaTds  brought  in  the  Bill,  which  vaaTead  a 
tirst  time. 

CAPITAL   PUNISHMENTS. 

Sir  S»  liomiUy  intimated  bis  intention  to  press  the  second 
^reading  of  his  Bills  on  the  subject  of  capital  punishments  to- 
morrow, to  whatever  late  liour  the  business  which  had  tli# 
precedence  of  them  might  run.  , 

JLord  Folkestone  regretted  that  his  motion  should  interfere 
with  another  business  of  so  much  importance,  but  still  be 
must  press  his  motion.  « 

Mr.  Wbiibread  moved  for  certain  accounts  relative  to  the 
comparative  trade  of  Ireland  in  the  last  and  the  present 
year. — Ordered. 

PRINTB.RS  PETITION. 

Mr.  Martin  gave  notice  that  he  should  move  to  have  this 
petition  taken  into  consideration  on  Tuesday  ntni. 
Adjourned. 


^        HOUSE    OF   LORDS. 

FRIDAY,   MARCH  15. 
BELIGIOrs   LIBERTT. 

Earl  Stanhope  said,  that  lieroM  for  the  purpose  of  sub* 
rnitting  to  their  Lordships  a  clause  of  very  ghftt  importance, 
inasmuf  h  as  It  related  to  a  matter  of  the  most  serious  and 
vital  cohcern  to  every  subject  of  a  free  country.  It  was  not 
his  intention  to  enter  at  large  upon  the  question  of  Catholic 
emancipation,  which  some  persons  said  was  so  unsafe  to 
agitate  and  so  pregnant  with  dangers,  but  which  he  con* 
sidered  \p  be  perfectly  safe,  and  fit  for  their  discussion,  as 
lone  as  justice  and  the  common  rights  of  every  man.weK 
lield  worthy  of  attention  and  support.  He  should  not| 
therefore,  dwell  upon  the  speech  he  had  before  heard  from, 
iht  noble  Earl  (Liverpool)  upon  that  subject :  he  would  just 
observe,  that  it  was  a  fair  kind  of  argument;  although  it 
proceeded  upon  the  most  improper  and  narrow-minded  prin- 
ciples that  could  be  imagined,  it  had  in  it  a  good  deal  of 
pUusibility.  That  noble  Secretary  of  State  had  said,  that 
ii  any  act  of  oppression  against  the  Catholics  could  be 
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pointed  oQt,  he  should  be  most  xeady  to  do  it  awaj;  bat 
T^  would  not  a^ree  to  any  measure  |hat  tended  to  .^ivp 
them  power.  Now,  he  wished  to  put  the  noble  Earl  to  a 
test  of  his  sincerity  on  this  subject,  and  to  see  what  he 
would  do  in  furtherance  of  his  statements.  He  would  strive 
to  avoid  every  expression  that  could  be  deemed  irritating  or 
exasperating,  and  should  make  no  imputation,  and  6x  no 
charges  on  uovemroeht  here  or  in  Irehind  for  what  was  pasf, 
bnt  only  call  them  fo  consider  how  to  do  their  duty  with 
respect  to  what  was  to  come.  A  transaclic^  had  recently 
taken  place  in  Ireland,  which,  however  unfortunate  and 
bmeatable,  had  certainly  placed  the  character  of  that  > 
honest  and  honourable  man,  Lord  Harrington,  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief there,  in  a  most  estimable  point  of  View. 
He  would  avoid  any  detail  of  the  matter,  that  he  might  not 
be  charged  with  introducing  topics  of  an  inflambg  nature  t 
but,  if  such  practice  were  permitted  as  the  insisting  on 
Roman  Catholic  soldiers  to  attend  Protestant  worship,  or  as 
the  prevention  of  their  attending  tlyir  0W9  chapels,  he  must 
say  that  it  was  the  most  Horrible  iyranny  and  the  most 
desperate  oppression  that  could  be  exercised  of  any  descrip- 
tion whatsoever.  How  would  thHr  Lordships  like  to  pe 
served  so,  who  were  Protestants,  if  they  were  ordered  to  go 
to  the  service  of  the  Mass,  wtiich  they  declared  to  be  aii 
klolatrons  service  ?  And  was  not  every  man*s  conscience  to 
be  equally  respected  ?  It  was  not  only  the  best  feeling  of 
humanity,  ana  the  soundest  principles  of  liberty^  off  which 
he  should  found  his  clause;  but  be  should  also  appeal  to 
the  principlies  of  the  wisest  policy.  Ireland  became  daily 
more  and  more  im  portant  in  our  consideration.  He  believed 
that  half  our  army  and  half  our  navy  were  supplied  by  that 
people :  and  we  should  have  more  and  more  to  look  to  that 
eonntry  for  the  means  of  recruiting  our  ranks  and  manning 
tor  stiips.  (Hear ! )  And  could  it  be  reconciled  to  common 
justice  and  liberty,  that  these  people  were  to  be  denied  the 
exercise  of  their  own  religion,  or  compelled  to  go  to  services 
of  another  soH,  Contrary  to  their  consciences?  (Heart) 
He  could  not  conceive  that  any  man  could  make  out  a 
reasouable  objection  to  his  clause ;  and  he  hoped  to  find, 
that  the  noble  Earl  would  shew  the  sincerity  of  his  speech, 
by  agrt^ing  to  it;  for  it  would  bring  his  opinions  to  the 
(es^,  ^The  hobie  lilarl  said,  that  no  Ottholic  or  other  Dis- 
senter should  be  thu^  used.  Let  tbem  rememter^  that  very 
lately  the  town  of  London  was  in  the  hands  of  Di»* 
Vol,  11.^1811.  2U 
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senten;  Scotchmen,  ivho  vme  DisseDters  here,,  though 
Protestants,  besides  the  Catholic  soldiers.  And  if  we  put 
our  trust  in  them,  ought  we  to  deprire  them  of  the  exercise 
of  their  religious  faith?  No!  let  tfaon  know,  that  there 
was  no  necessity  for  abandoning  their  religion,  when  they 
served  their  common  country.  Don't  take  away  their 
.greatest  consolations,  at  the  moment  when  they  are  devoting 
themselves  to  the  public  service  of  their  King  and  country. 
(Hear !  hear  \)  I{e  then  moved  a  clause,  providing  and 
declaring,  that  no  person  in  ^he  army,  Catholic,  Protestant^ 
or^other  Dissenteri  should  be  compelled  to  attend  a  religious 
service  of  which  he  did  not  approve;  nor.  should  be  pre* 
▼ent^  from  attending  such  religious  service  as  was  accord- 
ing to  his  conscience  and  religious  profession,  unless  such 
prevention  arose  out  of  the  necessity  of  his  attending  to  his 
milifary  duties* 

The  Eatl  of  Uxerpool  said,  that  he ,  must  resist  the 
motion^  because  no  sufficient  grounds  had  be^n.laid  for  it. 
He  agreed  in  the  correctness  of  the  noble  Earl's  statement 
of  the  sentiments  he  bad  already  expressed  ;  and  he  should 
certainly  act  upon  them.  He  did  not  object  to  the  principle 
of  the.motion  :  but  had  only  to  observe,  that  it  waf^unne-^ 
cessary,  because  the  uniform  principle  was  already  that 
which  the  clause  sought  io  establish.  Tl^e  general  orders  of 
an  illustrious  personage  near  hiiP)  (the  Duke  of  York) 
issued  when  he  was  Commander  in  Chief,  (in  the  year  I80I, 
we  think)  were  decisive  on  that  point.  The  practice  was 
therefore  establish^,  and  there  was  no  need  to  introduce 
such  a  clause;  the  more  especially  as  it  might  appear,  to 
have  a  retrospective  view,  and  to  impute  blame  were  m)ne 
was  due.  Ihat  order  gave  the  liberty  to  the  Catholic  to 
attend  his  chapel,  and  the  Protestant  dissenter  to  attend  his 
meeting-house.  The  case  in  Ireland,  atluded  to  by  tha 
noble  EnrI,  stood  on  different  grounds  than  those  which  th« 
noble  Eiirl  supposed.  It  was  the  case  of  a  man,  a  Catholic, 
falliDg  out  of  tne  ranks  after  parade  on  a  Sunday  morning^ 
when  he  might  have  marchetl  with  the  others  to  the  Cap 
tbolic.  place  of  worship;  and  not  an  attempt  to  prevent  him 
from  going  there,  or  to  compel  him  to  go  elsewhere. 

The  Marquis  of  Lamdoun  said,  that  he  felt  it  his  duty 

to  support  the  motion.     ^le  imputed  no  blame  to  the 

Government  here,  or  in  (reland,  on  this  points     He  believed 

.  that  it  was  not  in  their  intention  to  do  any  thing  so  im- 

pro])cr  as^  to  refuse  this  just' exercise  of  religious  liberty. 
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Perhaps  even  it  mijB^ht  be  true  that  misrepresentatApnd  might 
be  madb  by  the  Priests  oa  this  subject,  and  that  ihe  people 
ibight  be  told  that  enlisting  in  the  Army  would  be  attenoi^ 
bj  a  deprivalion  of  their  religious  freedom.  But  lie  was 
convincea,  that  the  best  mode  would  be  to  put  it  on  record 
that  they  had  such  a  right,  by  a  clause  in  tne  Mutiny  Bill, 
and  not  to  leave  it  as  a  matter  that  might  appear  to  rest 
upon  forbearance.  As  die  noble  Secretary  of  State  admitted 
the  justice  of  the  principle,  he  was  quite  at  a  loss  to  see 
what  danger  there  was  in  making  that  principle  clear  and 
'universaUy  known.  He  had  understood^  that  when  any 
doubt  arose,  the  best  way  to  remove  it,  on  so  important  a 
subject,  was  by  a  declaratory  enactment,  which  set  all 
doubts  to  rest.  While  he  was  up,  he  should  just  add,  that 
the  new  clause  of  the  Mutiny  Bill,  giving  the  power  to 
Courts-martial  of  imprisonment  insteaa  of  corporal  punish* 
ment,  met  bis  entire  approbation.  He  thought  it  tended  to 
work  a  great  improvement,  in  every  view,  in  the  constitu- 
tion of  oiir  Army ;  and  it  therefore  merited^  as  it  possessed, 
bis  perfect  applause. 

Earl  Spencer  did  not  see  the  necessity  of  the  clause, 
after  the  general  orders  issued  while  he  had  the  honour  of 
holding  an  official  station.  If  any  violation  occurred,  that 
might  offer  a  good  reason  for  adding  such  a  clause  here- 
after. •  • .         . 

Earl  Stanhope  said,  tha^  he  had  gained  a 'great  point. 
The  motion  he  had  made  had  produced  an  adrair^le  effect. 
The  principle  of  his  clause  was  universally  admitted.  No 
man  in  that  House  was  found  hardy  enough  to  say^  that  the 
soldiers  should  be  forced  against  their  consciences.  (  Hear !) 
But  if  they  voted  a^inst  his  clause,  they  would  be  assert- 
ing this  proposition,  m  disjunctive,  either  that  Catholics  and 
Dissenters  should  be  compelled  against  their  consciences^  or 
else  prevented  from  acting  according  to  their  consciences ! 
This  was  the  test  to  which  he  brought  them !  They  agreed 
to  his  principle,  and  yet  they  would  not  agree  to  make  it 
law,  on  record  !  As  to  the  other  clause,  about  imprison- 
ment instead  of  corporal  punishment,  he  highly  approved  of 
it.  But,  only  see  now  long  a  time  it  took  before  one  could 
get  a  thing  done,  that  was  good  and  fit  to  be  done.  He  had 
heard  in  that  House,  and  out  of  that  House,  censures  some 
time  back  ou  a  most  brave  aiBl  gallant  officer  namdd  Wilson, 
for  publishing  his  opinion  on  this  subject.  Now^  people 
found  out  that  it  was  all  right !    (Hear !)  So  that  one  must 
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iwrsevere  against  all  pcejudices^  in  oider  to  obtain  what  \ra» 
right!  He  should  oiify  say,  that  he  was  determined  to 
divide  the  Committee :  and  should  conclude  by  observiQg^ 
that  now^  every  soldier,  and  every  man  in. the  country, 
would  know  what  the  prmciple  was,  and  by  recommending 
to  their  Lordships  th^t  excellent  adyice,  ^^  Do  unto  others  aa 
^  you  wish  to  be. done  by/' 

On  the  question  being  put  on  the  amendment,  the  num- 
bers were,  ' 
Not  Content        -        -        -        29. 
Content       -       -       -        -        II 
.  Majority  against  the  Clause  —  II. 

'     TitB  ipniNCB  regent'^  message. 

The  Marquis  of  Lamdomn  observed,  that  the  messa^  of 
his  Royal  flighne&s  respecting  the  aid  to  Portugal  stood  for 
Monday  next*  If  it  could  not  be  conveniently  ordered 
otherwise^  he* certainly  admitted  that  no  other  engagements 
of  his,  or  other  noble  Lords,  ought  to  interfere  with  the 
public  business.'  lie  was  cngagea  on  Monday  next,  in 
common  with  many  otiicrs,  on  an  anniversary  celcbi'ation 
of  a  particular  nature;  and  if  the  consideration  of  the  n\e&» 
sage  could  be  postpoiu^d,  it  would  be  to  him  and  to  them  a 
matter  of  ga*at  accommodation.   - 

♦  The  Lari  of  Ldtcrpool  said,  that  when  Monday  was 
fixed,  it  was  done  without  thinking  of  that  particular  sub- 
ject. He  had  no  objection,  in  the.  absence  of  the  nbhte 
Marquis  .(Wellesley),  to  accommodate  nobU  Lords,  and 
should  therefore  name  Thunday,  which  was  agreed  to. 

ADDITIONAL   AID   TO   POaTUOAL. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  said,  that  the  message  (part  of 
which  he  read)  mentioned  farther  or  additional  aid  to  be 
given  to  Portugal.  If  the  noble  Secretary  of  State  had  no 
material  objection,*  he  should ^be  glad  to  know,  what  M^as 
the  extent  of  the  additional  aid  that  it  was  intended  to  pro* 
pose? 

Th^  Earl  of  Liverpool  said,  that  the^  answer  to  the 
Address,  whicn  would  be  the  subject  of  a  motion  on  Thurs- 
day^ would  of  course,  be  merely  general ;  and  that  it  would 
fell  to  the  lot  of  the  person  who  would  make  the  proposi- 
'  tion  in  the  Committee  of  Supply,  in  the  Housp  of  GommtMis, 
to  state  the  required  sUm.  fiut  he  had  no  objection  to 
mention  what  was  intended^  for  the  satirfaction  or  the  noble 
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Earl.  I^st  year  the  aid  given  \?as  900,000/. ;  this  year 
it  would,  OD  a  view  of  all  th^  circumstance^  be  proposed^ 
that  the  sum  of  two  millions  should  be  voted. 

FLACB8   IN    REVEBSION. 

.  -  * 

Earl  Grosvenor  rose  to  move  that  the  second  readine 
of  the  Reversion  Prevention  Bill  should  be  postppned  tiU 
Monday  week.  The  order  of  the  day  was  accordingly 
discharged,  the  motion  being  agreed  to  nan.  diss. 

Adjourned  to  Monday. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

VRIDAT,   MARCH  l5* 
COMMITTEE  OF  SUPPLY*— NAVT   ESTIllATKS. 

.  Mr.  Yorke  moved  the  order  of  the  day,  for  going  into  a 
Committee  of  Supply. 

Mr.  C.  fV.  Wynne  observed,  that  in  conscquctioe  of  the 
regulation  which  had  been  recently  adopted  respecting  the 
precedence  of  orders  of  the  day  on  certain  days  of  the  week, 
it  was  understood,  that  on  those  days  the  orders  should  be 
taken  according  to  their  priority  in  the  order  book.  If  this 
were  not  the  case,  and  the  right  honourabla  gentleman 
apposite  should  be  at  liberty  to  select  any  order  from  any 
part  of  the  list,  and  by  that  means  give  it  precedence  of  the 
rest,  much  of  the  inconvenience  which  it  was  eE|)ecteil  the 
late  alteration  would  remove  would  still  be  lefl^  inasQiucIi 
as  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  might,  by  giving  precedence  to 

Birticular  orders,  put  off  important  measures  to  a  late  hour, 
e  had  no  desire  to  interfere  with  the  priority  tha(  was 
due  to  the  Navy  Estimates  ;  but  after  the  recent  regulation, 
he  could  not  allow  the  right  lion,  gentleman  to  claim  pre- 
cedence for  any  order  as  a  matter  of  course,  and  without 
stating  distinctly  some  sufficient  ground  for  the  claim. 

The  Speaker^  in  calling  upon  the  right  hon.  .gentleman, 
had  conformed  to  the  usage,  which,  in  the  memory  of  every 
member,  prevailed,  especially  on  all  questions  touching  the 
supplies.  He  was  not  aware  that  thc'recent  regulation  had 
maae  any  change  in  that  usage.  All  he  desird,  was  to  be 
instructed  by  the  House  as  to  the  plain  and  definite  line  of 
his  duty ;  but,  until  he  should  be  distinctly  apprised  of  tlic 
intention  of  the  House  to  sulMitutc  some  other  course  for 
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that  wliici)  had  been  hitherto  sanctioned  by  the  unt(bna 
practice  of  Parliament,  he  should  not  consider  himself  war- 
ranted in  departing  from  it.  He  trusted,  therefore,  that 
the  House  woutd  come  to  some  decision  upon  this  point. 

A  conversation  ensued,  in  which  several  members  took  a 
part;  but  as  the  precedence  of  the  Navy  Estimates  was  not 
disputed,  the  House  went  into  the  Committee  of.  Supply, 
leaving  the  other  question  to  be  settled^  on  the  next  order  of 
the  day  that  should  be  moved. 

The  Navy  Estimates  were  referred  to  the  Committee. 

ilfr.  Yorie  then  rose,  and  said,  that  it  was  his  duty  on 
that  occasion  to  propose  to  the  Committee,  to  vote  the 
necessary  supplies  fordefray  ing  the  expence  of  those  branches 
of  the  Navsil  Service  containiS  in  the  Estimates,  especially 
the  Ordinaries  and  Extraordinarics  of  the  Navy.  The  Com- 
mittee would  recollect,  that  they  had  already  voted  the 
number  of  seamen  and  marines,  the  ordnance  for  the  sea 
service,  and  the  provision  for  the  wear  and  tear  of  the  ships 
in  which  those  seamen  were  to  serve.  What  he  had  in  this 
^  instance  to  propose  to  be  voted,  was  the  estimates  for  the 
cxp<*nce$  of  the  ciyil  departnients  of  the  navy,  of  the  ships 
kept  in  ordinarj*,  that  is,  not  in  actual  service  at  sea — of  the 
different  allowances  by  way  of  pensions  naval  and  military — 
of  the  extraordinarics  of  the  navy,  viz.  the  building  and 
Tepairing  of  ships  in  the  King*s  dock-yards,  and  ako  com* 
plefing  the  ships  in  the  Merchants*  yards,  and  also  the  ex- 
pences  of  the  transport  service.  Before  he  should  proceed 
io  the  details  of  these  different  estimates,  as  they  were 
framed  somewhat  differently  from  former  estimates,  he  felt 
that  it  would  be  necessary  for  him  to  st^te  the  principle  upon 
which  the  estimates  were  framed.  The  alteration  which 
had  taken  place,  was  adopted  in  xonsequence  of  an  Act 
which  had  passed  towanls  the  close  of  last  scssidn  ;  and  in 
framing  the  estimates  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  that  Act^ 
much  ira pro Vfimcnt  had  been  effected  in  the  order  and  ar- 
rangement of  the  different  estimates.'  Before  the  passing  of 
that  Act,  it  was  customary  to  include  .under  the  head  of 
ordinary  service,  all  the  expences  of  superannuation  in 
eicb  c!q)artnient.  Considerable  eonfu&ion  was  thereby 
introduced  into  the  estimates;  and'jt  was  consequently  diffi* 
cult  to  find  the;  precise  amount  of  the  expence  of  pensions, 
civil,  navul,  or  military,  or  of  the  superannuation,  whilst 
thus  included  in  the  ordinary  estimate.  At  present  these 
fxpcnccs  wciie  not  only  classed  under  dbtinct  heads,  but  ia 
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some  of  the  estimates  many  items  had  been  omitted,  as 
not  properly 'belonging  to  such,  estimates.  As  the  estimates 
ivere  forraer4y  prefiarra,  no  satisfactory  information  couU 
be  obtained  from  them ;  a  defects  i¥hicb,  by  the  arrange- 
ment now  introduced,  -would,  he  trusted,  be  altogether  cor- 
rected. Besides,  it  was  to  be  observed,  that,  until  last  year, 
several  pensions  had  been  dischargcxl  from  a  fund,  produced 
yearl V  by  the  sale  of  old  naval  and  victualling  stores,  with 
which  they  had  no  necessary  connection,  but  upon  wbicb 
both  pensions  und  supemnn nations  were  charged  by  the 
King's  warrant.  The  Act  of  last  session  very  ,  properly 
directs,  that  all  the  sums  which  should  be  received  for  old 
naval  or  victualling  stores  should  be  brought  to  account, 
and  distinctly  voted;  and  that  the  pensions  formerly 
charged  upon  that  fund,  should  be  made  the  subject  of 
estimate,  it 'was  with  a  view  to  tlys  object^  and  in 
obedience  to  the  provisions  of  the  Act,  that  the  estimates 
of  the  present  year  had  been  framed.  As  th«  mode  of  pre* 
paring  tliem  was  new»  he  hoped,  they  would  be  considered 
with  indulgence  by  the  House ;  but  'he  at  the  same  time 
flattered  himself  that  they  would  not  be  found  to  contain 
many  mistakes.  But  if  there  should  be  any  errors,  they 
would  be  easily  corrected  in  a  future  instance.  Having 
said  thus  much  of  the  principle  upon  which  the  estimates 
were  framed,  he  should  next  proceed  to  state  in  detail 
to  the  Committee  the  estimates  which  he  was  to  propose 
to.  them  to  vote.  In  doing  this,  he  should,  as  be  proceeded, 
inform  the  Committee  of  any  increase  or  diminution  whicii 
may  have  taken  place  in  any  of  lite  estimates,  as  well  as  their 
total  aqiount.  And,  after  having  in  that  manner  put  the 
Committea  in  possession  of  all.  the  information  upontiie 
subject  which  appeared  to  him  to  be  necessary  for  forming 
a  juist  opinion  upon  it,  he  should  be  perfectly  ready  to  give 
aoy  hon.  member  any  explanation  which  he  might  deem  it 
right  to  require  upon  any  one  of  the  items  in  the  estimates. 
The  ordinary  service  of  the  navy  divided  itself  into  three  ser 
paiate  and  distinpt  heads,  a  division  adopted  in  obedience 
to  the  Act  of  last  session.  The  first  head  included  the  sala- 
ries  of  the  officers,  and  the  other  expences  of  the  depart- 
menis--of  the  different  dock-yards — of  the  commissioners 
and  officers  of  the  out-ports  and  on  foreign  stations — of  the 
repairs  of  the  ships  in  ordinary,  distinguished  from  those  on 
service  at  sea — and  ^of  the  civil  charge  for  victualling  In 
these  branches*    The  second  head  comprised  the  estimate^ 
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tor  the  bair«pay)  and  the  expences  of  pensions,  naral  as 
well  as  mititary,  distingoishinff  them  from  civil  pensions. 
Under  the  third  head  were  included  the  expences  of  allow* 
ances  to  retired  oflBcers,  and  of  supesannuation  in  the  civif 
administration  of  the  nary,  and  in  the  different  departments 
of  the  dock-yards.  With  respect 'to  the  first  head«  he 
should  observe,  that  there  was  a  small  increase  of  S453/. 
above  the  estimate  of  last  year.  The  eslimate  of  last  year 
was  174,087/.  thai  of  the  presenfycar  176.525/.  The  in- 
crease was  to  be  accounted  for  on  this  (ground ;  thou«;b  there 
was  some  saving  upon  some  of  the  items,  yet,  upon  the 
whole,  there  was  the  small  excess  he  had  stated,  wliich  arose 
from  that  part  of  the  salary  of  the  first  Lord  of  the  Admi* 
ralty,  and  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Navy,  which  had  .been 
heretofore  charged  upon  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  old 
stores,  having  been  this  year  included  in  the  estimate.  Be- 
sides, some  augmentation  had  been  made  to  the  salaries  of 
clerks,  in  consideration  of  long  service  in  the  departments. 
In  the  estimate  of  the  cxpcncc  of  (he  dock^yards,  there  was 
also  an  increase.  Tlie  estimate  of  Inst  year,  under  that 
head,^¥as  175^558/.;  the  estin^ate  of  this  year  was  181,78S/. 
which  gave  an  excess  of  6,S24/.  This  increase  arose  prin- 
cipally from  some  augmentation  ivhich  it  had  been  thought 
desirable  to  make  to  the  salaries  of  some  of  the  in- 
ferior officers  in 'the  diflferent  dock-yards,  and  also  from  its 
having  been  found  necessary  to  increase  the  number  of 
watchmen  employed  to  guard  the  property  in  the  dock- 
yards.^ The  expence  under  the  head  of  commissioners,  and 
officers  at  the  out-pf>rts  and  on  foreign  stations,  was  idso 
greater  than  in  the  last  year.  Last  year  it  was  47,935/. : 
this  year  it  was  S8,4SS/.  giving  an  excess  of  expence 
amounting  to  9,51S/.  This  increase  arose  from  the  intro- 
duction into  the  estimate  of  the  salaries  of  officers  not  before^ 
included ;  such  as  the  Master-nttcndant  at  Gibmltar  and 
Jamaica^  which  produced  an  addition  to  the  aggregate  of 
8540/. :  the  excess  likewise  arose  from  the  establishment  at 
Barbadoes  being  incluilcd  this  year  in  the  estimate,  and 
from  its  having  been  (hotii;]it  right  to  make  an  addition  of 
1,000/.  to  the  salary  of  cadi  of  the  commissioners  at  Bombay 
and  Madras.  The  next  head  to  wiiich  he  had  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Conimittce,  was  the  expence  of  the  ships  in 
ordinary,  and  of  building,  nml  of  repairs  of  buildings  in  the 
dtfierent  dock-yards.  There  was  little  diCerence  this  year 
io  the  cslimalc  of  (he  expence  for  ships  in  ordinary.    Under 
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one  head  Aece  was  a  diminution  of  expenoe  to  the  amoant 
of  17,679/. ;  but  then  under'another  head  there  was  an  in- 
ciease  6f  44^672/.  This  increase,  which  most  at  first  appear 
considerable,  was  to  be  accounted  for  on  the  ground  of  the 
bnildings  which  were  found  necessary  to  be<^iected  in  the 
diflferent  dock^yards,  which  could  not  poastbty  be  dispensed 
with,  and  also  .by  the  expence  irfeurred  in  supplying  an 
additional  number  of  cranes  to  th/e  yards  at  Portsmouth  and 
Plymouth,  where  they  were  greatly  wanted.  In  die  esti- 
mate for  the  expence  of  ▼ictnalling  the  departments  there 
was  a;  iaving.  The  estimate  this  ^eat**  was  111,163/.;  last 
year  it  was  i31,995/.  \  so  that  the  diminution  amounted  to 
90,83S(.  This  diminution  of  expenditure  had  arisen  frooiL 
the  judicious  arrangements  adopted  by  the  Victualling 
Boaro,  of  the  meritorious  conduct  of  which  he  was  happ^ 
to  take  that  opportunity  of  expressing  his  entire  approto- 
tion.  Having. thus  disposed  or  the  estimates  for  the  repaira 
of  ships  in  oroioary  and  for  building,  fie  next  came  to  the 
two  heads  of  half*pay  and  superannuation.  Under  these 
beads  there  was  an  augmentation  of  90,000/. ;  the  estimate 
of  hst  year  having  been  only  850,009/.  whilst  that  of  the 
present  year  was  SlOfiOOL  Upon  the  estimate  for  pensions 
there  was  an  increasie  of  4,422/.  This  arose  from  the  small 
snms  which  had  been  required  for  officers  wounded  within 
the  year,  and  also  for  some  addition  to  the  provision  for 
officer^  widows.  With  regard  to  the  estimate  for  retire- 
ment and  superannuation^  gentlemen  who  should  take  the 
trouble  to  look  through  the  estimates,  would  find  that  there 
wera  many  items  included  in  the  present  estimate  which 
beietofore  were  charged  upon  the  fond  produced  by  thesale 
of  old  stores.  This  rendered  the  apparent  excess  much  more 
coosiderkbie  than  the  real  Increase  of  charge.  The  estimate 
of  the  present  year,  under  this  head,  was  42,820/.  that  of 
lastyear  was  23,681/.  making  the  apparent  exeess  19,13D/* 
With  respect  to  the  extraorainary  expence  of  the  nary, 
that,  as  be  had  before  stated,  consisted  of  building  laid  re* 
pairs  of  ships  in  the  dock-yArds,  of  bailding-  in  the  mer«  ^. 
chants'  yards,  and  other  ex  tiences  in  the  docks.  As  toQjiB^r^'^''^ 
expences  in  the  King's  yards,  owing  U>  the  mode  in  tWmdi 
the  estimates  had  been  prepared^  and  the  opiissions  of  many . 
items  of  charge,  which  bad  crept  into  them  in  former 
years,  without  being  properly  or  hecessarily  coilnected  with  - 
them,  there  was  a : reduction  of  53,660/.  But,  as  it  was 
thought  right  that  the  ships  no wj  building  in  the  mer* 
Vol.  ir.~18lL  2X 


59fil  THS  PAtUANBlfTAftT   RMISTBlt,  C^OV* 

chasti' yaidy  should  be  ompletod  and  fiobhedt  ttere  ivm 
iindar  ml  bead  of  estimate  an  exoow  of  S06,198l«  Tha 
wbole  of  tbe  expence  tiiider  ibis  bead  was  laal  year 
1 340,100/. ;  ihe  wliok  in  (be  present  year  being  Jt^OtS^Sas^ 
the  asEcess,  as  he  bad  jost  stated,  amomtted  to  SOB^IOS/. 
This  angmentation  arose  no  less  from  the  determmatioB^  to 
eomplcte  tbe  ships  building  in  tbe  diftrent  merohaiils' 
ysras,  than  from  the  necessity  of  making  certain  tepaiia  to 
the  buiUlings  at  Sheemess,  and  also  from  the  expenoe  to  bo 
ipcaned  for  tbe  eteoiion  of  a  wet  dock  at  Malta.  The  ev 
pence  of  this  latter  project  was  estimated  at  10.0002. ;  and 
'  >sben  it  was  conndeied  what  benefits  might  be  derived  from 
-  it  to  his  Majesty's  vessels  in  tbe  Mediterranean,  be  Irnstad 
lite  C!ommitiee  wonU  not  consider  the  eapence  any  object. 
It  bad  been  sttMested  by  sereml  c&t&n  acnw^inted  wkh 
that  station ;  stad  the  determination  to  establisn  a  wet  tkwk 
in'tliat  qoarteri  had  been  taken  tipon  a  fall  ooiiyibtion  of  the 
adTantages  to  be  derived  (torn  it  The.  transport  estinlate 
ot  this  year  exceeded  that  of  tbe  hst ;  but  this  ma  to 
be  accounted  for  by  the  great  augnsentatibn  of  the  nrisdnen 
of  war,  theexpence  ofloDaiatainingt  tocher  with  the  addi« 
iion  of  seferal  sakries  and  other  contii^enciss.  Tbe  esti« 
mate  this  year  was  four  millions  and  upwards^  and  that  of 
last  year  was  3,056,000/.  He  apologised  to  the  House  for 
taking  up  tiieir  time  with  this  detail,  and  should  now  laaTa 
the  estimate  for  theit  coQsideialion. 

Jtfr.  C*  HtUchimon  had  to  recomn^jsnd  to  the'  right 
honourable  gentleman  the  consideration  of  the  state  of 
marine  officers^;  a  Body  of  men  the  most  meiitorioos  in 
themselTes,  and  belonging  to  a  corps  which  had,  on  many 
occasions,  eminently  distinguished  itself.  They  were  merged 
in  the  navy,  and, jlboughidouble  tiie  number  of  the  artilloy, 
had  not  half  the  number  of  field-officers.  Many  of  tfiose 
ofihrers  now  saw  men  admirals  and  genemis  who  were  not  in 
(he  service  when  they  entered  it.  H^  hoped  that  the  right 
ho^.^gsntleihao  fro^ld  ensure  some  promotion  tt>  the  senior 
captains  after  a  certain  service.  There  was  no  military  body 
'  which  deserved  greater  cprnmoidalion  than  the  marines, 
and  be  hoped  sincerely  the  Admiralty  would  ameliomte  their 
Situation. 

Jtfn  Yerke  agreed  fully  io  the  merit  of  the  corps  alluded 
to.  They  had  not,  it  was  true,  the  same  advantages 'with 
many  officem  in  the  army ;  but  then  they  did  not,  lil^e  tbe 
military  officersi  purchase  their  commissions.  With  respect 
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>o  Uieir  pvooiodoni  eveiy  marine  oflker,  after  hisbeoombg 
a  captaui,>  proceeded  like  the  military  officer  in  ^  brevet 
jank.  He  had  e?ery  wish  to  gire  them  eVery  advantage ; . 
but  still,  from  nuuajr  circumslanceB)  it  wasiropowible  to  pot 
them  on  the  »me  footing  with  the  artiliery.  It  was  under 
coasideratiop  to  make  some  small  addition  to  the  numfaier  of 
marine  fii^Id-officers,  but  he  could  not  encourage  any  hope 
that  the  change  would  be  vei^  extensive. 

Mr^  WSberforce  had  heard  that  there  was.  not  the  aame 
provision  for  the  widows  and  orphans  of  marine  officers  ag 
for  thoae  of  officers  of  the  navy.     He  ^wished  to  know* 
whether  there  was  an  v  provision  for  them  now  ? 

Mr.  ^artfitated  that  there  were  two  funds  appropriated 
for  their  relief,  conjointl v  with  that  of  the  navy.  The  one 
was  the  Greenwich  fund,  and  the  other  was  a  sinking  fund 
of  5000/.  per  annum. 

Mir.  Huihisson  wished  to  know  whether  tiie  system  of 
tfoop«ships,  in  preference. to  transports,  had  bada  trial, an4 
with  what  success?  He  also  wished  U>  know  whether  it  was 
considered  necesmry  Ui  continue  the;  building  of  ships  pi  a 
groat  ezpeece  in  merchants'  yards  ?  He  observed  this  year, 
that  we  bad  in  commission^  six  first«ratC8,  nine  second-rates, 
and  1 14  t^ird-rates.  In  ordinary,  we  had  six  fint-rates^  10 
second-rates,  and  101  third-rates  ;  we  had  also  building  SO 
sail,  which  would  complete  an  ordinary  of  147  teil  of  the 
line*  Now,  it  was  a  question,  whether  we  should  continue 
io  increase  this  great  force  by  so  many  new  ships.  In  1793 
Friince  had  80  sail  of  the  line,  and  we*  had  1S5.  Mow  tluii 
number  was  increased  to  SOO,  an  aggregate  to  equal  the 
half  of  which  all  the  powers  in  Europe  would  be  insufficient 
la  the  last  war  we  launched  25  ships,  in  this  we  Uuncbed 
37.  No  doubt  the  French  force  was  also  increasing ;  but 
still  the  question  was,  was  it  increasing  in  snch  a  prbportioo 
as  to  call  for  our  continual  additions,  and  whether  we  might 
not  very  safely  limil  our  building  merely  to  the  King's 

iards.  He  bad  not  the  least  idea  of  going  into  Retails,  but 
e  was  tempted  to  say  thus,  much  from  observing  ihatthe 
jBstimate  for  last  year  was  only  19  millions,  and  that  oHl  this 
year  21. 

Mr.  Yorhc  thought  the  hon.  ^ntleroan  perfisctly  right  in 
noticing  every  ciroumstance  whush  he  thought  would  tend 
in  the  luut  degfee  to  promote  public  economy.  He  should 
endeavour  to  answer  all  the  qMesiions  which  he  had  asked, 
and  also  in  the  drder  in  whicb.he  bad  put  them.-  First,  then. 
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mih  tespect  to  the  tfoop-ships.  He  could  state  that  everf 
opportunity  vn»  iRkin^  to  employ  them,  and  that  they  wefie 
considered  hiffhly  serviceable  l>oth  in  point  of  security  and 
expedition,  xhere  were  now  fourteen  in  use,  six  of  two 
decks,  and  Ihe  rest  (Hgates*  Whenever  a  ship  of  war  was 
not  considered  fit  to  put  to  sea  in  that  capacity,  she  was 
immediately  fitted  out  as  a  troop-ship  ;  indeed  ships  of  war 
thenisetves  were  sometimes  used  for  that  purpose.  As  to  the 
building  ships  fn  the  merchants'  yards,  no  new  works  wenf 
begun  there  lately ;  and  any  work  which  was  executing  was 
a  work  of  some  duration.^  Care  would  be  taken  that  the 
King's  yards  should  snpply  a  certain  number  of  new  ships  ;* 
and  the  state  of  the  navy  was  such  as  to  enable  us  to  quit 
building  altogether  in  the  merchants'  yardv.  As  to  the  ge- 
neral question  of  why  we  should  increase  our  nary  when 
that  of  the  enemy  was  so  reduced ;  he  had  to  answer,  that 
their  remaining  in  port,  and  our  being  obliged  to  be  pre- 
pared to  meet  them  in  all  parts  of  the  globe,  obliged  us 
5>ositively  to  support  a  certain  numerical  force.  The 
"rencb  were  making  every  exertion  to  collect  a  great  naval 
force ;  and  when  their  command  of  materials,  their  extent 
of  coast,  and  their  great  attention  and  ability,  were  consi- 
dered, it  would  be  easily  acknowledged,  that  our  activity 
ouj^ht  to  be  proportionate.  The  enemy  now  had  sixty-four 
ships  of  the  line,  and  forty-four  frigates  ready  for  sea,  to« 
getner  with  forty-five  building.  We  had  one  hundred  ships 
of'the  line  now  in  a  state  of  service.  The  ships  which  were 
in  ordinanr  appeared  to  the  hon.  gentleman  more  numerous 
than,  in  fact,  they  were,  because  many  troop-ships  were  in- 
cluded among  them.  J  t  was  to  be  hoped,  however,  that 
their  number  might  be  diminished.  He  allowed  it  would 
be  very  bad  economy  to  keep  up  in  ordinary,  at  a  great  ex- 
pence,  ships  which  were  no  longer  serviceable;  mit  orders 
nad  born  given  for  the  sale  and  breaking  up  of  such  as  ap- 
peared to  be  in  that  state.  Many  sew  ships  were  also  laid 
up,  in  order  to  be  seasoned ;  and  he  had  no  doubt  that  our 
navy  would  receive,  when  tbev  needed  it,  a  reinforcement  of 
nen  ships,  n^hich  utoulcl  enable  us  to  keep  up  our  naval  su- 
periority. We  should  notonly  have  a  force  equal  to  the 
em  my,  but  so  far  superior  as  to  depress  all  hope  of  ever 
inlting  to  sea,  or,  if  lie  was  so  presumptuous^  to  crush  him* 

he  thought  our  best  economy.  {Near !  hearty 
Mr.  Uuslmon  said  a  few  words  in  explanation.  ' 


'  -pnlti 
This 
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Sir  C.  Pelt  said,  he  never  saw  a  more  clear  and  perapicu* 
ons estimate  hid  before  the  House  than  this  now  brought, 
forward  bj  his  right  hon.  friend.  H(^  greatly  approved  the 
whole ;  "and  in  that  part  which  relateid  to  superannuations^ 
he  believed  there  was  not  one  that  was'  not  necessarjr. 
Having  said  this,  he  be^^ed  leave  to  make  a  few  observa* 
tions  on  sooie  points,  whichi  though  not  within  the  scope 
of  the  estimates,  materially  concerned  the  interests  of  our 
navy*  He  wished  to  know  whether  it  was  intended  to 
make  a  break^waterin  Plymouth  Sound,  for  the  purpose  <^ 
securing  an  anchorage  (here.  It  was  a  matter  of  the  first 
consequence  to  our  fleets,  and  the  expences  attending  it 
ought  to  be  no  objection*  He  also  adverted  to  the  neces* 
sity  of  having  a  harbour  for  our  fleet  to  the  eastward  of 
Pdrtsmouth  ;  and  asked,  whether  it  was  inten<led  to  go  on 
with  the  plan  projected  by  Lord  Melville,  for  a  dtpti  for 
the  Navy  at  Northfleet.  He  thought  also,  it  was  not  ex* 
traneons  to  the  present  question,  to  mention  the  state  of  the 
Chaplains  of  the  Navy,  and  to  hope  that  some  more  adequate 
provision  would  be  made  for  tliem.  He  could  not  sit** 
down  without  expressing  a  wkh,  that  some  steps  itiight  be 
taken  to  expedite  payment  of  prize-money  to  our  seamen, 
which  was  now  delayed  to  a  length  of  time  that  Was  ruiooui 
to  their  interests. 

Admiral  Harvey  expressed  his  approbation  of  that  part 
of  the  estimate  in  which  ships  of  war  are  employed  instead 
of  merchant-ships  in  the  transport  of  troops.  The  Admimltyi 
be  said,  would  find  it  economical  in  point  of  wafles,in  pobl 
of  time,  and  in  regard  to  security.  He  agreed  abo  with  the 
Jionourable  baronet  just  sat  dowh,  in  the  necessity  of  making 
a  better  provision  for  Chaplains  in  the  Navpr.  ^ 

Mr.  Croker  stated,  that  in  tlie  present  estimates  the  salary 
of  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  was  set  down  at  3000/. 
a  year,  whereas  the  salary  was  actuaUv  5000/.  In  former 
estimates  it  had  been  set  down  at  lOOO/.  a  year,  and  (he 
remaining  4000/;  a  year  was  paid  out  of  the  sale  of  the  old 
stores,  &c.  The  present  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  had, 
however,  in  consequence  of  another  appointment  given  to 
him  by  his  Majesty  of  9,000/.  a  year,  relinquished  to  that 
amount  out  of  the  yearly  salary,  and  would  receive  no  more 
than  3,0001,  as  specified  in  the  present  estimate. 

Mr.  fVHberfarce  expressed  himself  satisfied  with  the  pre- 
sent estimate;  but  he  could  not  avoid  mentioning  bis  sur- 
prize that  something  farther  wsp  not  done  with  respect  to 
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forwarding  a  safe  barbour  for  our  fleet  at  Nortlifleet.  He 
)iad  considered  the  opinioos  gi?en  by  Lord  Stanhope,  and  by 
Lord  Melville^  and  other  official  men  of  great  ability^  who 
all  concurred  in  sentiment,  that  this  country  could  have  no 
real  security^  but  in  carrying  into  efiect  some  project  for  that 
purpose;  and  he  hoped  that  his  Majesty's  Ministers  would 
jnot  ^Mfler  any  unnecessary  delay  to  take  plaoe* 

Mr,  IbrZe  said,  that  with  respect  to  a  breakwater  at 
Plyrooutb,  or  to  a  harbour  at  Nortbfloet,  it  had  been  uni- 
yensally  allowed  that  one  or  both  of  .the  projects  might  be 
highly  serviceable,  and  perhaps  absolutely  necessary.  They 
were  neither  of  them,'  however,  as  yet  brought  to  the  necea* 
sarj'  point ;  the^  must  be  submitted  to  the  King  or.  the 
Reg:ent  in  Council,  and  it  was  therefore  not  likely  they  could 
be  brought  under  the  consideration  of  Parliament  during  the 
preiient  Session,  as  it  would  also  require  a  supplementary 
estnnate  to  be  made  as  to  the  amount  of  the^  expence.  He 
ho{ied,  however,  gentlemen  would  not  be  desirous  of  hur« 
ryii)g  this  important  matter;  and  that  they  would  not  ex- 
|:ect  t))is'great  pUin  should  be  undertaken  at  once;  but  thai 
It  ahould  oe  proceeded  on  by  degrees,  as  thesUite  of  our 
foreign  relations  may  require, 

'  hlr,  Bastard  stated  his  surprise,  that  the  Commader  in 
Chief  of  the  Channel  Fleet  should  be  allowed  to  receive  hia 
full  pay,  and  full  priaBe-money,  and  be  always  on  shore. 

Air.  Yorke  saicC  tliat  when  our  fleet  was  on  such  a  station 
as  tiiat  of  Basque  Roads,  where  a  few  frigates  could  do  all  the 
service*  required,  it  bad  always  been  customary  for  the 
Commander  in  Chief  to  be  on  shore;  and  he  knew  no  one 
to  tv hose  good  discipline  the  fleet  was  more  indebted  than  to 
thai  of  Lord  Gambler. 

Mr.  Baakes  was  well  satisfied  with  the  accuracy  and  new 
arrungcment  of  the  present  estimates;  but  he  could  not  con- 
Xidve  that  this  country  could  at  this  moment  enter  upon 
any  plans  of  extended  expence.  The  project  at  Nqrthfleet, 
lie  imderstood,  according  to  the  plan  of  Lord  Melville, 
would  cosjt  lOfiOOyOOOL  Taking  this  into  consideration, 
with  the  very  targe  sum- lately  granted  on  account  of  our 
commercial  credit,  and  be  thought  it  would  shew  that  thia 
was  not  a  periodfbr  such  an  unaertaking.  if  this  expence 
were  absomeb/  necessary,  the  country  mt/5/ incur  it;  and 
he  thought  no  lime  should  be  lost  in  a&certaining  that  iact* 
}le  had  flattered  himself  that  this  was  a  vear  in  which  con« 
siderable  saving  might  have  bcc^  mage  in  our  naval  ex<* 
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penoes.    Since  the  taking  of  the.  Isle  of  Pmrtcc,  h6tboug1it 
durexpenoes  might  have  beeo  diminished ;  and  sure  hcF  Was, 
*  that  If  here  it  was  possible,  thej  oagbt  to  be  dtmif^isbed. 
We  mast  now  ealcalate  on  «  yery  long'diiration  of  the  war; 
and  if  econamy  wefe  not  seriobslj  attended  to,  it  would  be 
iptpossible  fbrus  to  carry  it  on  many  years  longer.    R  mttsi 
be  in  some  of  onr  main  establishments  the  neegssary  reCrench- 
inents  were  to  be  made,  and  be  pariionlarly  looked  to  the 
Mavy  this  year  for  that  desirable  purpose^     Instead  of  tbts^ 
he  was  sorry  to  find  there  was  an  ezoe»  amomiting  to  near    ' 
f ,€00,000/.    It  was  certainly  fery  desirable,  if  it  #as  neces* 
sary,  to  form  great  naval  aipSiSj  but  it  was  eqoally  neces** 
sary  to  make  groat  rentienchments  ;  for  if  not  done*,  the  ex« 
pence  of  these  won  Id  bring  more  danger,  in  the  fitilure  of 
our  finance,  than  would  he  gained  in  security  by  the  ex« 
|)cmlitufie.      He  had  long  been  of  opinion,  that  our  finailce 
was  our  weakest  pomt,  and  if  the  resources  of  the  country 
were  not  attended  to,  the  most  pernicious  consequences  tnust 
be  the  result— and  if  means  were  not  found  by  which  the 
estaUisbment 'can  be  reduced,  ruin  must  ensue.    A  yery 
large  estsl>lishmeat  must  be  extravagantfrom  its  ma^nttudey 
m  wtXL  as  from  the  impossibility  of  examining  into  it ;  and 
for  that  reason  a  reduction  of  it  should  be  particularly  and* 
specdilr  looked  to. 

Mr.  Yorke  said,  that  unless  it  was  absolutely  necessary  to 
incur  these  expences^  not  a  guinea  should  be  expended  that 
eouU  be  avoided.  With  regard  to  ttie  Isle  of  Fran^,  he 
hoped  our  pofisessing  it  might- hereafter  prove'the  means 
plnxlacing  our  expences,  bat  it  could  not  happen  foi'  sonie 
time,  with  respect*  to  the  excess  of  2,000,000/.  mentioned 
by  Mr«  Bankes,  it  was  a  mistake ;  the  total  excess  would  not 
h$  found  to  exceed  between  3  or  400,000/. 

JMTr.  Crooker  said,  that  with  res|MH)t  to  the  price-money 
of  the  seamen  being  behind,  somp  new  r^ulations  had  been 
made,  by  which  agents  pausing  such  delay  would  be  dis* 
missed  from  their  oflElces. 

&ir,C.  Pole  said,  he  did  not  know  whether  the  agents 
.were  to  blame  or  not,  but  the  fact  was,  the  prise^money 
was  kept  I^ck ;  and  h^  instanced  that  of  the  seanHea 
in  Loco  .DuRcan-s  fleet,  whc  had  not  yet  received  their ' 
money,  though  it  was  eleven  years  since  the'  action  took 
place. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said»  he  could  not  tell 
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tiie  ratfOQ  why  this  monejr  had  not  been  paid  in  so  many 
jeaiB ;  but  in  the  absence  of  hit  right  hommmble  friend 
who  piCBided  ia  the  Admiraltv  Court  (Sir  W.  Scott),  be 
thought  it  necessary  to  say  he  was  confident  it  was  not 
owing  to  any  neglect  or  default  of  bis«  In  ail  the  various 
charges  which  had  been  brought  forward  against  that  Court, 
he  haid  alwaws  proved  bis  conduct  to  be  upright,  honourable^ 
and  ezempbtry.  He'  was  aware  that  the  consideration  df 
the  estimates  was  deserving  of  the  most  serbus  attention.  A 
larger  force  was  necessary  now  to  be  employed  against  the 
enemy,  and  a  greater  expence  for  wear  ana  tear  was  incurred 
by  blockading  their  ports,  than  would  be  incurred  if  they 
were  disposea  to  run  greater  hazards,  and  come  out  to*nieet 
bs.  The  country  had  now  gaified  a  great  nav&l  ascendancy, 
and  it  was  absolutely  necessary  to  preserve  it. 

Colonel  Boj/ord  thought  thai  the  complaints  which  he  had 
seated  from  naval  officers  against  the  Admiralty  ought  to  be 
taken  into  consideration. 

The  ChanceUar  of  the  Exchequer  thought  that  no  case  was 
made  out  to  justify  such  an  inquiry.    It  wa^  known,  how* 
ever,  that  although  charges  and  accusations  were  numerous, 
jret  when  thev  were  inquired  into,  they  were  generally  found 
not  to  be  well  founded. 

The  several  Resolutions  were  then  put,  and  agreed  to. 

MISCELLANEOUS  SBRVICES* 

Mr.  tVharion  tlidn  moved  a  great  variety  ofsumsfot* 
Miscellaneous  Services.    A  mong  them  were  the  following  :*— 

For  the  Poor  of  the  Parish  of  St.  Martin  in  the  Fields, 
1,9 18/.-— Extraordinary  Prosecutions  relative  to  the  Mint, 
S^OlT/. — DuetoSberins  for  convictions  of  Felons  in  MIO, 
S,435/.-*-ToSheriffi  for  181 1, 11, 000/.— To  American  Loy- 
alists, French  Clergy  and  Emigrants,  178,490/. — ^To  Station* 
ary  for  the  House,  3^100/. 

.  These  Resolutions,  and  a  number  of  Resolutions  for  smaller 
turns  in  the  branches  of  Miscellaneous  Services,  were  agreed 
to»  and  the  Report  of  tlie  Commitlee  was  ordered  to  be 
brought  uu  on  Aloiiday. 

,,  Mr.  Wynne  said,  that  at  so  late  an  hour,  he  would  not 
'  move  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill  for  preventing  bribery 
9t  Elections^  but  be  wiuied  to  fix  the  order  fbr  the  second 
reading  on  Monday  se'nnight,  as  on  that  day  it  might  be  the 
0rjit  business  befbre  the  House. 
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INDIA  AFFAins. 

Mr*  Cfuiejf  said,  that  prepaTatory  to  his  calliofr  the 
serious  attcatioa  of  the  House  to  the  sobjcct  be  had  hmxm 
•  meotioiled,  he  would  more  for  some  papers  which  be  imder* 
stob^  WQuld  not  be  refiisec}  him.  lie  thought  it  would  ap* 
{xar,  thai  for  many  years  the  Directon  had  been  making; 
dividends  which  they  were  not  en^tted  to  make  from  the 
slate  of  the  ^concem.  No  less  than  five  miilSons  had  beat 
thus  put  into  the  pockets  of  the  Stock-holders,  which  ought 
not  to  have  been  paid  them.  The  proceeds  were  always  <$x- 
exactly  enough  to  give  large  dividends,  but  never  efficient  for 
other  purposes.  He  concluded  by  moving  for  ^^  an  account 
.  of  the  net  proceeds  of  sales  of  goods  at  honte,  from  1793  to 
the  present  time,  and  of  the  property  of  the  Company,  with 
its  expenditure." 

Mr.  Dundas  said,  that  tbeie  was  no  objection  to  gnintinff 
the  paper  moved  for.  He  believed,  however,  that  when  it 
was  -produced,  the  honourable  gentleman  would  be  found 
as  wrong  in  fact,  as  he  bad  been  the  other  day  in  law.  The 
affidrs  of  the  Company  were  by  no  means  in  the  bad  state 
he  described. 

Mr.  Creeoey  said,  that  ^the  description  was  not  bis,  but 
was  to  be  foimd  in  the  written  documents  of  the  Compafiy 
themselves,  however  individual  Directors  might  contradict 
the  statement. 

Mr.  Grant  felt  convinced,  that  when  the  paper  moved 
for  was  produced,  it  would  confirm  the  statements,  which 
the  Directors  had  made  in  that  House,  as  well  as  out  of  it, 
and  ihat  the  aQiirs  of  the  Company  would  not  appear  so  bad 
as  they  bad  been  represented. 

The  papers  mdved  for  were  then  granted. 

COMMBUCIAL  R^LIEy  B1I«L. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  brought  in  the  Bill  for 
applying  a  certain  quantitv  of  £xcheqiier*bil]s  for  the  relief 
of  commercial  men,  givulg  security  for  loans  to  be  mad^ 
them* 

The  Bin  was  read  a  first  time. 

Upon  the  question  of  its  being  read  a  second  time  to* 
morrow, 

Lord  Folkestone  tbonght  it  was  a  matter  of  too  much  im- 
portance to  come  on  'on  Saturday.    He  bimsdf  and  other 

VoL.II.~1811.  Sir 


gentlemen,  objected  to  the  principle  of  it,  And  aoMut  ta 
oppose  the  second  leading. 

Tie  Obonceibr  cftke  Exekepur  uqfA  On  mottmKty  of 
losing  no  titne  on  a  nminaii  of  enoh  importmee* 

ttr.  Jlonto  Mggesled  to  the  noUe  Loid,  that  aft  he  coQld 
hardly  hope  to  preinentthe  Bill  pomMi  it  would  he  better 
that  be  sb<mld  wterte  hit  opposition  till  the  next  ttage  of 
the  BUI,  iti  Mder  that  no  time  might  be  lost 

The  Bin  ivas  then  otdeied  to  be  read  a  second  time  to» 


Thn  other  orders  of  the  day  weve  then  disposed  of— ^ 
Adjourned/ 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
MoMDAT,  Maacn  18. 

VUTlllT  BILL. 

The  Older  of  the  day  being  moved  for  the  third  reading 
of  the  Mutiny  Bill^ 

Eurl  Sianhape  rose,  and  observed,  thatihe  importanee  of 
the  TOCsent  BiU  was  ib  gieat^  that  it  ought  not  to  be  passed  in 
so  tnin  a  House ;  narticnlarly  as  the  Irish  Beers,  whom  it 
especially  concerned^  tot  some  peculiar  reasons,  were  absent 
on  account  of  a  charitabte  celeWlion.  The  Secretary  of 
Sbiie  had  agreed  the  other  day  to  put  off  the  Prince's  Mes- 
sage, and  he  thought  the  same  reason  applied  b  the  present 
instance.  He,  therefore,  mdved  to  adjourn  the  further  con* 
Mderation  of  it  till  Thursday  next. 

The  Eari  of  lAverpool  said,  that  if  any  noUe  Lord  had, 
onaformer  occasion^  expressed  his  wbh  to  postpone  th^ 
present  business  on  the  same  grounds  on  which  the  present 
motion  was  made,  lieihoald  not  have  opposed  it ;  but  at 
present  he  saw  no  good  reason  for  any  furtner  dday. 

jtBLiGiotTs  LinemTT^ 

Earl  Stanhope  said,  that  he  should  now  mofe  the  same 
proposttion  in  substance,  and  nearly  the  same  in  woidhs 
which  he  bad  before  mov)ed*  He  had  brousrht  it  forward 
jorii^Uy  on  the  grounds  of  humanity,  liberality,  and  equal 
justice.  He  had  been  told  before,  that  he  had  laid  no 
grounds  for  his  motion^    At  that  time  be  declared  that  h^' 
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visbed  to  uf  polliinf  tkat  comUl  exaipeiate  or  inflame^ 
«(fid  tberefore  he  abflained  from  nicntionioji;  any  names. 
But  the  DpUe  Soer^tirfof  %i^  havtiig  meQtioiied  some 
oiicanstaaoev  of  the  caae^  be  thpiild  m>w  come  fiirwafd  and 
challeofe  ioqoiiy  iato  what  he  had  stated ;  for  which  he 
i^uld  bring  penoes  t^  thttr  Loidihips^  9ar,  to  prove  the 
facts  which  he  was  autheriiied  to  state.  He  should  now 
ttato  three  separate  grounds  eit  Whiah  he  mk^  rest  hU 
motion.  The  fiiat  waa  the  afitir  he  had  ahreaclj  stated  in 
Ireland.  A,  lettisr  was  written  from  Ennftkitlen  to  a  gentle- 
man at  Datdin  (a  bairister),  giving  an  account  of  the  trans^ 
action.  One  man,  a  guoner^  nad  been  confined  on  the  SOth 
of  Jannary^  iA  a  black  bole,  and  several  others  compelled  to 
wear  (heir  coats  tnvoed,  for  refusing  to  attend  the  service  of 
the  Established  Church»  they  beine  Irish  Catholics.  It  was 
furtlier  added,  that  Qaplaia  Walsh,  the  eommanding  of- 
ficer, had  de^Iaredik  ihat  if  Uiere  had  been  only  one  o£R»ider^ 
he  wmiibl  have  had  him  tried  by  a  court-martial,  and 
jhggci;  bfit  as  ^ere  WQre  so  many,  he  should  wait 
ctSm  frop  hQid-quarte^.  The  man  who  was  confined^ 
leraaiaed  in  hi«  duralice  at  the  time  the  letter  was  written ;. 
00  the  reoeipl  of  which,  the  gentleman  who  received  it  did 
not  do  any  (bing  indirectly  or  privately,  but  Bcxkt  it  at 
once  to  a  public  newspaper,  adaressiog  it  to  Lord  Har- 
rii^eton,  on  the  2ad  or  January  last.  That  noble  aad 
gauant  J^ord,  like  an  honest  man,  took  no  offence  at 
the  mode  of  communicationi  but  immediately  issued  bis 
orders^  which  stated  the  reports  of  the  compulsion  of 
the  attendance  of  Catholic  soldiers  at  places  of  worship 
diffiirent  frpm  their  own,  and  their  punishment  for  HRfusal, 
and  dechred  the  Commander  in  ChieTs  disapprobation  of 
each  conduct)  and  it»  violation  of  the  general  orders  of  the 
army.  His  second  ground  offsets  was  a  circumstance  that 
bad  recentlvocciirr^here  in  the  Royal  Artillery,  so  lately  as 
the  6th  of  fast  January,  whena  man  was  immured  in  a  darh 
room  for  12  days  for  refusing  in  decent  language  to  go  to 
the  Protestant  chiirch  serfice^  he  being  an  Irish  Catholic. 
Be  was  at  length  released  by  a  non-commissioned  officer. 
Hit  I^ordsbip  aaid  he  had  the  names ;  and  would  produce 
them^  and  bif  witnesM,  top,  if  bis  facts  were  disputed.  If 
Che  man  bad  refi^sed  in  language  not  reckoned  decent*  still 
be  ibOiMld  have  galled  him  innpcent,  becanse  he  had  no  right 
t^  be  99  U^t^d-    His  third  ^jDoond  was  a  matter  of  this  sort 
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in  Sicily t  from  wbicE  bountrj  two  Irisb  Catholic  Priests  were 
driven  away  by  what  be  supposed  mast  be  the  act  of  the 
government :  for  he  could  not  think  ,of  imputing  it  to  Sir 
John  Stuart.  No  t  Cowards  were  cmel ;  but  the  brave  loved 
mercy,  and  loved  to  save.  There  were  many  Irish  Catholic 
aoldiers  in  Sicily :  there  wns  the  Enuiskillen  regiment,  com- 
manded by  that  brave  and  noble  man  the  Earl  of  Moira> 
which  was  mostly  Catholic.  The  58th  and  the  6Sd  regiments 
there  werealsQ  composed  of  the  same  description  of  om: 
felloW'Subjects.  The  Sicilian  Priests  were,  to  be  sure.  Catho- 
lics; but  then,  they  did  not  speak  the  same  language  as  our 
Irish  ioldiers,  and  consequently  they  were  not  fit  for  the  ad- 
ministering of  those  religious  duties  wbicli  the  soldiers  con- 
scientious^ considered  ^as  necessary.  The  noble  Earl  here 
read  a  letter  of  considerable  length,  describing  the  whole  of 
the  business,  and  stating  how  indignant  the  Priests  and 
people  of  Sicily  felt  at  the  strange  and  unaccountable  order 
for  their  departure.  When  they  remonstrated  trtth  the 
Commander-in-Chief,  they  were  informed  by  his  Military 
Secretary^  that  there  was  no  particular  ground  of  complaint ; 
but  that  the  measure  had  proceeded  oii  prindples  of  b 
general  nature!  What  couU  those  principles  be  which 
were  thus  to  operate  against  his  Majesty's  subjects  ?  Such 
conduct  was  an  universal  wrong.  He  called  particularly 
the  attention  of  the  most  reverend  the  Metropolitan,  to  these 
circumstances  of  intolerance  and  oppressbn.  When  that 
odiotts>  in&mous,  and  infernal  traffic,  the  Slave  Trade,  was 
opposed,  not  only  the  principles  of  humanity,  but  also  of 
policy,  were  appealed  to ;  and  he  should  say  a  word  or  two 
on  the  policy  of  the  conduct  he  was  then  disacnsstng. 
Recollect,  that  half  the  army  and  navy,  or  more  than  that, 
was  made  up  of  dissenters  from  the  established  Church, 
They  had  grown  amazingly  in  numbers  of  tate  vears; 
Presbyterians,  catholics,  and  other  sects.  If  they  looked 
nrst  at  England,  they  would  find  th^t,  in  the  firit  15  years 
of  the  present  reign,  the  number  of  places  licensed  under 
what  was^  called  the  Toleration  Act,  amounted  to  1,317* 
In  the  last  1 5  years,  ending  180t,  they  amounted  to  7,629* 
If  they  took  in  the  imtermediate  period,  it  would  be  found, 
tliai  from  the  bqginninig  of  the  reign,  their  numbers  were 
19,161.  So  very  popu^r,  it  appeared,  did  the  Established 
Church  grow  among  us !  If  tliey  looked  at  Scotland,  they 
would  find  almost  every  body  to  be  what  was  called  Here 
a  dissenter  from  the  cliurch.    Xu  Ireland,  see  the  great 


1 


ICAtOB  18.]    •  MOTINT  BlLIi.  ,349 

namber  of  GatholicSy  Mid  ibea  the  n  amber  of  Presbyterians, 
and  they  would  find  the  KstablUbed  Church  outstripped  ten 
to  one !  He  w;^s  glad  of  the  increase  of  dissenters^  because  it 
shewed  a  good  deal  of  honesty  and  conscientious  integrity 
in  the  land  ;  for  what  was  the  temptation  that  such  men 
Had  .to  leave  the  Church!  He  would  not  cnll,^nd  be  never 
did  call^.the  Church  what  some  Presbyterians  had  called  it 
Ca  name  that  had  been  given  to  the  Romish  Church)  the 
Whure  of  Babylon !  nor  would  he  agree  with  some  who  said, 
when  a  dish  of  meat  was  smoked  in  tlie  cooking,  that  it  bad 
had  the  bishop^s  foot  in  it!  (J  laueh).  But  he  was  glad 
of  the  increase  of  dissenters,  for  they  were  always,  in  all 
countries,  the  best  friends  of  civil  liberty.  He  should  say 
so  of  Protestants  in  a  Catholic  country,  such  as  France^ 
and  parts  of  Germany^  See-  and  so  here  too.  Now  where 
coulu  be  the  policjf  of  irritating  and  offending  such  a 
numerous  and  important  class  of  persons^  by  refusing  them 
their  just  rights  f  After  various  other  observations,  the 
noble  £arl  concluded  by  moving  a  proviso,  that  nothing 
contained  in  the  Act  should  be  construed  to  extetid  to  the 
compelling  any  soldier  to  attend  a  place  of  worship  he  did 
Dot  approve  of,  nor  to  prevent  him  from  ,atteudiog  such 
divine  service  as  was  according  to  his  profession,  unless  in 
cases  where  his  military  duty  required  it. 

Th€  Earl  of  Lioerpool  declined  going  into  the  various 
topics  in  the  noble  EarKs  speech ;  but  remarked,  that  it 
contained  its  own  answer,  as  it  shewed  that  the  moment 
the  complaint  was  made  to  ^  Lord  Harrington,  the  evil  was 
removed,  according  to  the  orders  issued  in  1805.  As  to 
the  case  of  Sicily,  the  letter  read  by  the  nobl^  Earl  was 
formerly  put  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Grattan,  a  gentleman 
who,  he  must  savy  however  he  differed  from  him  in  matters 
of  ereatpoUticaf  importance*  always  conducted  himself  in 
such  questions  with  the  greatest  honour  and  liberality 
Mr.  G.  got  it  previous  to  his  matlon  respecting  the  .Catholic 
claims,  and  shewed  it  to  Government,  who  made  an  inquiry, 
into  the  subject,  which  produced  an  explanation  of  the 
transaction.  Mr.  G.  himself  considered  that  the  account 
could  only  be  viewed  as  a  species  of  ex-parte  evidence. 

The  Earl  of  Hardwicke  tfaou^t^t  the  clause  wonid  be  on* 
necessary.  He  was  five  years  in  Ireland,  and  never  heard 
anycomplaint  on  this  head." 

The  Earl  of  Carlisle  thought  it  would  be  more  hurtful  to 
reject  the  clause  than  to  receive  it :  certainly,  grounds  bad 
been  laid  forGovernmenttakingitintoseriouscoostderation. 


9dO  THE  PARUUnBNTAnT    BK6I^TBE#  [OOJT* 

E0tl  Simkope  replied  brkfljr.  lie  miMideftd  •ttinilinB< 
of  the  ton  universally  wroog ;  as  He  AH  wlieo  John  WillMa 
was  ill  treated,  consider  it  aa  uoiTersal  wrong  to  all  ibe 
electors  in  the  kingdom.  He  would  not  divide  the  Houae^ 
sis  the  Irish  Peers  were  absent. 

Tbe  Bill  was  then  read  a  tbtnt  time,  and  passed ;  as  was. 
abN»tbe  Marine  Mutiny  Bill  •«— Adjourned. 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

ilONDAY,  MASCH  18. 

TUB  PftIN€B  HEOaNT^S  MC8»AOB**FOSTVOUBSB  TUpOFS 

IN    BRITISH    FAT. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  having  moved  the  or« 
^erof  the  day  forgoing  into  a. Committee  of  Supply,  the! 
House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  the  Committee;  the 
Prince  Regent's  Message  having  been  previously  referred 
to  the  Committee. 

.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exeheouer  then  rose,  and  said^  that 
lu  rising  to  call  the  attention  or  the  Committee  to  that  part 
of  his  royal  highness  the  Prince  Re^nt*s  Messa^,  which 
referred  to  the  subject  of  granting  stiU  further  assistance  to 
Portugal,  he  could  not  forbear  to  express  a  confident  ex* 
pectaiioQ  that  there  would  not  be  muoh  opposition  made  ta 
the  motion  with  which  he  should  have  the  honour  to  con- 
clude. Although  the  proposition  which  he  had  last  year 
brought  forward  on  the  same  subject  had  met  with  some 
'opposition,^  and  though  the  grant  !|Fhich  it  was  in  this  iu* 
stance  his  intention  \o  submit  to  the  Committee  amounted 
to  a  considerable  increase  beyond  the.  suni  VQted  last  year^ 
he  yet  conceived,  that,  in  the  circumstances  under  which 
he  made  the  application,  and  con^id^riq^  tbe  tlteration 
that  had  taken  place  in  the  state  of  affairs,  it  was  not  likely 
that  even  those  who  opposed  the  former  grant  would  be 
disposed  to  object  to  his  motion  m  this  instance*    Tb^ 

Sounds'  and  the  motives  upon  which  he  had  recommendect 
e  measure  in  the  last  session,  had  been  fully  and  satis- 
factoHly  confirmed  by  experieqce  \  end  the  events  which 
bad  since  taken  place  had  so  ch^ng^  the  views  and  bear- 
ings of  the  question,  that  if  it  were  to  be  decided-  even  by 
the.  voicei  of  tbo9e  ^bo  bc^d  thought  right  to  object  to  ttie 
Q^eestve  last  year,,  no  oppositipuj  lie  was  penuadedi  w6ul(| 
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be  thade  to  iti  |i^t)ption«  When  last  ymt  be  had  tntoittcd 
to  Parliament  a  proposhioti  for  granting  to  hia  Majesty  h 
^certain  sum  to  enafrn  hia  Majesij  to  tnkc  into  his  pay  a 
portion  of  Ponngnese  troops,  the  idea  of  easployingPon- 
tui^aese  troops  obdelr  Britisli  officers^  ki  British  pay,  and 
Mmed  to  British  discipline,  was  eotirelv  new.  Tfaere^were 
not  wanting  those,  on  that  occasion,  who  were  disposed  to 
«ive  way  to  conten^ptnbus  anticipadons  of  wlmt  might  be 
Kkety  to  be  the  etenions  of  such  troops.  There  were  per- 
sons, too,  who  threw  ridicnle  on  the  idea  of  employing 
sach  a  body  of  men,  whose  services  were  represented  of 
little  Valae  to  the  tause.  in  support  of  which  they  wem  to 
be  employed.  It  bad  even  been  then  objected,  that^  ift 
taking  such  a  number  of  Portuguese  troops  into  British  pay^ 
we  would  be  bringing  upon  ourselves  the  whole  bmrtben  oF 
the  Portuguese  waTi  and  leaving  nothing  to  be  effected  by 
Portugal  in  the  shape  of  exertion  for  her  own  defence;  mitt, 
for  her  own  preservation.  In  proposing  the  measure  at  that 
time,  they  were  left  altogether  to  cotajectares  as  to  its  vt^ 
BoIt ;  and  as  the  conjectures  then  entettained  had  since  beea 
realised,  and  ^very  e^tpectation  fuMtied,  he  trusted  h^ 
should  have  credit  for  the  propriety  of*  the  tf roonds  «poii 
which  he  had  «cted.  Though  some  booourame  gentlemen 
took  rather  a  gloomy  view  of  the  case,  be  most  say,  that 
the  hopes  oti  the  other  hand  wens  as  sangaine  as  the  de^ 
spair ;  hot  at  that  time  the  event  was  unoertato  t  they  hai 
nothitig  to  fiMtify  their  opinions— ^o  fact  to  urge  in  ssppoit 
of  their  areument^.  Now  the  case  was  altered ;  the  change 
which  had  taken  plate  enabled  them  to  nefer  to  the  events 
in  order  ko  shew  that  all  the  arguments  in  support  of  the 
former  mnt  bad  been  completely  confirmed.  The  expect 
rations  held  forth,  however  ftangaine,  bad  bean  exeeeded^ 
rather  than  disappointed »  by  Ihie  rtmh\  Under  these  oiiv 
cumstances,  when  experien<^  hid  piDVtfd  the  propriety  of 
the  former  grant,  and  when  even  the  assertion,  that  to  cirice 
so  large  a  portion  6f  the  Poriogoeie  force  ««to  British  pi^ 
wooM  be  to  leave  nothing  to  the  Portuguese  nation  to.  do 
in  tbe  maintenftnte  of  their  own  eause^  had  turned  out  t» 
be  equally  unfounded  with  the  snspioioas  sn  totiie  efficiency 
of  the  Porttiguese  troops,,  be  trusted  that  the  (Committee 
would  concur  in  the  motion  he  had  to  make.  With  respect 
to  tbe  exertions  of  tbe  Portuguese  Oovemment^  be  oonM 
lissure  tbe  Committee,'  and. upon  tbe  most  unquasnionabl^ 
niotbority,  that  instead  pf  30,0Qa  menii  tbe  n^mbefe*  takMs 
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mto  Brititb  paj,  ihr  regular  Portogueie  force  was  not  le» 
than  44  or  46|000  men.    (Hear I  kearl)    lii  addition  to 
this  regnlar  foror,  the  Portuguese  militia  amounted  to  40,000 
men*  When  tbey  looked  to  the  aggregate  of  ibis  ferce^  the 
Conmittee  would  perceive  that  the  whole  of  the  burthen 
was  not  borne  bj  tnis  country.    By  the  measure  adopted 
last  session,  this  country  had  undoubtedly  taken  a  share  of 
the  borthen  upon  itself;  but  then  the  statement  he  had  just^ 
made  must  satisfy  them»  that  so  far  from  leaving  nothing 
to  Portugal  to  do»  ber  eseruons  bad  been  strenuous,  and 
the  assisunce  she  received  bad  not  induced  her  to  relax  her 
own  efforts.    The  Committee  nuist  be  aware  of  the  manner 
*  in  winch  the  waj  was  waged  in  Portugal.    Tbey  must  be 
sensible  how  much  the  means  of  exertion  must  be  crippled 
by  the  occupation  of  a  considerable  portion  of  the  •country 
hj  the  French  army,  which,  by  marching  from  pWqe  to 
place,  must  necessarily  have  iotercepted  its  resources  .and 
aevennes;  and  that  it  was  not  to  be.  expected  that  Portugal^ 
ao  eircofflstanced,  could  be  able  to  make  tbe  same  efforts 
as  if  no  part  of  ber  territory  was  in  the  possession  of  an 
enemy,  nor  any  portion  of  her  means  diverted  from  her 
disposal  to  the  support  of  that  enemy. .  If  the  Committee 
should  be  of  opinion,  that  the  exertions  already  made  had 
proved  beneficial  to  the  cause,  and  were  desirable  to  be 
continued,  it  would  naturally  follow,  that  they  must  feel 
tbe  propriety,  of  assistin}^  Portugal  largely.    This  wa^  tbe 
view  of  the  case  which  induced  him  to  think,  that  those 
who  difiered  from  him  as  to  the  former  grant,  would  con- 
cur in  the' present  proposition;  and  that  t^ey  would  agree 
not  only  to  a  ^nint  v(  a  sura  to  the  same  extent  as  that 
granted  last  session,  but  that  the  sum  to  be  granted  in  the 
present  jsession  should,  instead  of  one,  be  two  millions.— 
After  tbe  short  view  which  he  had  thus  taken  of  the  man- 
Ber  in  which  tbe  campaiffn  in  its  pr<>gress  had  realised  tbe 
expectations  entertained  last  Mission,  he  was  convinced  that 
no  doobi  could  be  entertained  as  to  one  point-i-the  pro* 
priely  of  still  keeping  aliye  in  Portugal  that  feeling  and  that 
exertion  which  alone  could  affbra  any  prospect  of  final 
succesa  to  her  cause*   Different  views  had  been,  and  might 
atill  be,  ententained  as  to  the  manner  in  which  tbe  efforts 
df  this  country  in  support  of  the  Portuguese  should  have 
been  directed :  yet,  nowever  different  the  opinions  migbt^ 
be  as  to  the  propriety  of  t^e  course  that  ought  to  have  beeii 
originally  adopted,  as  we  wc^re  at  present  so  far  advan<^ 
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in  a  particiilar  plan  of  operationsj  it  most  be  allowed,  that 
BOfbing  could  be  sd'weak,  so  onwise,  or  ioipolttic,  as  to 
abandon  that  plan  at  present  for  the  adoption  of  anj  other)^ 
which,  though  it  might  bafe  been  originally  better^  could 
not  now  be  resorted  to  but  nnder  drcum^tances  of  great 
dkadTantage.  He  was  sdre,  tnerefore,  that  whatever  may 
be  thouglnof  the  merits  of  t|il»  plan  of  operations  now  in 
progress,  no  honoiiraUe  member  waold  reconxmend  to  them 
to  re-tread  theri^  steps,  and  make  any  aherattou  in  the  sjr^* 
tern  hitherto  acted  upon.  He  was  sure,  on  the  contrary, 
that  Jt  would  be  felt,  that  they  had  been  rigb^  in  their  se* 
lection  of  the  spot  on  which  So  raise  the  standard  against 
Ae  enemy :— f  fl^rnr  /  hear  /)— a  spot  upon  which  we  coold 
be  best  enabled  to  carry  oor  own  operations  to  the  greatest 
extent  with  every  advantage,  and  Which  was  in  a  peculiar 
degree  inconvenient  to  the  enemy.  With  all  theiir  opinions 
therefore  confirmed  by  the  event,  and  every  expectation 
derived  from  the  meastire  redliafed,  he  could  not  bring  him* 
self  to  suppose  that  the  Committee  would  not  think  at  right 
to  follow  np  the  plan  of  operations  hitherto  acted  upon.*— 
It  was  not  fair,  he  must  contend,  in  honourable  gentlemen 
to  state,  that  either  his  Majesty^s  Ministers,  or  uiose  who 
tonctlrred  with  them,  liad  ever  held  out  the  prospect,  that 
in  a  short^eriod  the  French  would  be  driven  from  the  Pe- 
ninsula—-that  a  victory  was  considered  as  certaio-«-or  even 
nn  nttimate  triumph  confidently  anticipated.  Witfaont 
presuming  to  throw  out  such  confident  views  of  the  issue  of 
the  contest,  all  he  had  ever  asserted  on  this  head  was,  what 
he  was  still  ready  to  repeat,  that  he  entertained  a  confident 
expectation  that  we  should  be  able  sucde&sfuliy  to  deft  ad 
Portugal  a^inst  any  probable  amount  of  force  which  tlie 
l^r^ncn  might  be  able  to  employ  against  that  kingdotn.-*- 
It  was  upon  this  inipression,  that  the  actual  scene  of  ope- 
rations had  been  chosen ;  and  it  was  in  the  full  persuasion 
of  the  justice  of  this  expectation,  that  it  was  deemed  wise 
to  continue  the  operations  there.  All  .that  had  happened^ 
justified  the  course  which  had  been'  adopted ;  and  whilst 
that  was  the  case,  it  was  impossible  to  alter  the  opi« 
hions  which  bad  been  formed  upon  the  subject.  He 
besought  the  Committee  to  look  to  eVery  part  of  the 
subject— to  look,  to  the  progress  of  (he  campaign,  and 
to  the  exertions  which  had  been  made  in  the  course  of  it  by 
Portugal;  and  he  would  then  ask,  whether  the  result  had 
not  completely  justified  all  the  opinions  which  in  tte  last 
Vol.  11.-1811.  8Z 
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seanoii  he  had  advanced  i  Efery  fmblic  dispatch^  as  >vdl 
ai  erery  priTate  commuaication  firom  the  anny,  concnned 
io  repieBenting  the  Porlafjueie  tioops  dtaciplina)  bv  British 
officers  as  worthy  of  the.iostructioiit  they  noeivea,  and  of 
the  example  that  vasaet  to  them.  If  it  were  neoenary  for 
him  to  resoit  to  any  authorities  to  establish  this  chaiacCer  of 
the  Portneuew  tipops,  he  neqd  only  to  remind  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  obsenratioos  made  by  a  French  General 
Ofiioery  with  respect  to  the  conduct  of  the  Portug&ese 
troops  at  the  battle  of  Buiaco.  That  oflicer  had  stated,  that 
he  considered  it  an  excellent  rti^c  de  guerre  to  disguise  the 
▼eteran  troops  of  En^nd  in  Portuguese  uniform^  in-order 
to  entrap  the  French  mto  an  attack  upon  such  troops  with, 
a  confidence  of  success  against  a  certainty  of  lailure.  That 
was  the  best  testimony  of  the  efficacy  of  the  Portogniese 
troopbt  and  at  the  policy  of  the  measure  by  means  of  which 
they  had  been  brought  to  that  state  of  discipline.  With 
respect  to  the  character  of  the  campaign  itself,  what,  he 
would  ask,  woidd  be  a  stronger  proof  or  its  value  than  the 
language  now  employed  by  the  enemy  ?  What  a  higher 
triiMite  to  its  merits,  than  the  alteration  of  tone  so  manifest 
in  all  the  recent  publications  of  Frence  .upon  the  subject  of 
this  campaup)  ?  We  were  not  now  told  that  the  British 
army  shoukT be  drivei)  in  a  short  period  of  time  into  the  sea. 
It  was  not  now  insolently  asserted,  that  the  allies  were  to  be 
Sttddeolv  brushed  away  on  (he  first  appearance  of  the  enemy 
io^tbe  fidd  against  tbem.  (Hear^  near  I)  Tfaehoguage 
now  held,  on  the  contrary,  was,  that  the  object  of  the 
enemy  was  to  be  accomplished,  not  by  decbive  action,  but 
by  protracted  operations— not  by  sudden  and  vigorous 
efibils.in  the  fielo,  but  by  endeavours  to  drew  down  rum 
upon  our  hopes  by  the  progress  of  time  and  the  consequent 
accumulation  of  expences.  (Heart  hear !)  This  language 
designated  the  altered  character  of  the  campaign ;  and  upon 
this  ground  tbey  were  justified  in  arguing,  tnat  the  enemy 
^  entertained  no  hope  of  being  able  to  subjugate  the  Peninsula^ 
but  by  driving  the  Briiish  arm v  out  of  Portugal.  This 
was  an  operation  which  they- had  conceived  eqsy  of  accom« 

?)lishment  at  first ;  but  now,  finding  their  expectations 
rustrated,  and  that  the  thing  was  more  difficult  than  they 
at  first  imagined,  they  were  obliged  io  alter  their  tone. 
Now,  their  object  was  \o  coptinue  the  contest,  campaign 
afler  campaign,  in  the  hope  of  being  able  ultimately  to 
reduce  the  Britbh  Government  in  consequence  of  tt)e  ex* 
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pence,  to  withdraw '  the  British  army  frpm  Portugal.  So, 
then,  after  atl  the  treasure  expended,  and  all  the  bloml  wasted 
in  the  Peninsula,  instead  ot  brushing  ^^'^f  ^^®  insurgents, 
who'were  never  considered  bnt  as  objects  of  their  contempt, 
the  French  were  now  to  look  forward  to  protracted  opera- 
tions! (Hearl  hear  I)  France^  then,  no  longer  looks 
forwfird  to  victories,  similar  to  those  by  which  she  had  pre- 
viously subjugated  a  great  portion  of  Europe !'  Whikt  the 
same  spirit  continued  to  animate  the  brave  inhabitants  of 
the  Peninsula,  even-  though  the  French  should  pbtaiii  vic- 
tories, he  trusted  they  would  be  followed  b^  disasters  similar 
to  those  which  had  alraidy»  attended  their  progress.  The 
spot,  therefore,  which  had  been  chosen,  was,  he  would  con* 
^  tend,  that  on  which  we  could  hope  to  carry  <m  operations 
with  most  advantage  to  ourselves,  and  most  inconvenience 
to  the  enemy.  (Hear,  hear !)  He  would  repeat  the  asser- 
tion, (Hear J  hear  \)  and  would  challenge  the  hon.  gentle 
men,  who,  by  their  cheering  in  such  a  manner,  seemed  to 
intimate  that  they  did  not  concur  in  the  sentiment,  to  point 
out  any  spot  in  Europe  where  France  coul^  have  been'  so 

•  successfully  resisted — where  more  assistance  could  be  ex- 
pected to  be  derived  from  the  allies  with  whom  we  mijs:ht 
b^ve  to  po-operate;  or  where  the  French  army »  operating' 
at  a  distance  from  its  resources,  having  a  long  chain  of 
coromnnications  to  keep  open,  andexpwed  at  all  times  to 
the  danger  of  -  having  its  supplies  intercepted,  could  en^- 
counter  a  greater  amount  of'  inconvenience,  or  entertain  so 
small  1^ prospect  of  success  ?  If  that,  then,  wite  the  &ir  and 
just  state  of  the  case,  he  could  not  allow  himself  to  harbour 
a  doubt,  that  it  would  not  be  considered  as  a  reasonable 
ground  upon  which  he^  was  justified  in  looking  with  con« 
fidence  to  the  concurrence  of  the  Committee  in  the  proposi- 
tion he  had  to  submit.  He  was  firmly  persuaded  that  the 
Committee  would  agree  with  him^  that,  as  the  war  must  be 
allowed  on  all  hands,  inevitably,  to  be  carried  on^-»a  war 
not  voluntary  on  our  parts,  but  imposed  upon  us  by  the 
injustice  and  aggression  of  the  enemy,  this  was  the  scene 
most  advantageous  for  us,  and  most  inconvenient  for  the 
enemy,  in  wfiich  to  continue  its  operations.  He  was  so 
deeply  impressed  with  this  opinion,  that  he  trusted  no  ob* 
jection  would  be  made  to  his  motion.  He  had  already 
stated  that  the  sum  to  be  proposed  was  two  millions ;  and 

"    he  had  only  to  add,  that  he  'shouM  recommend  that  the 
money  should  be  granted  generally  to  the  Prince  Regent,  to 
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be  applied  bj  bin  in  s«oh  ouiiiMr)  audi  fbr  «tteh  awiitanfle,. 
as  may  be  aMtt  adf^ntageom,  aooordiof  to  the  ciicaio- 
slancei  of  Che  campaign.  The  grant  he  proposed  to  malaa 
in  thk  gtneial  vmjr,  in  order  tjiat  in  the  dispofial  of  it  tbey 
night  bt  able  to  look  at  the  events  of  the  campaign  as  tiiej 
night  occur ;  that^  if  any  reverses  or  disastets  (vhich  he  did 
not  think  likely)  should  uoforlunately  take  place,  whatever 
portion  of  it  may  be  unaopliod  at  the  time,  sboold  not  bo 
irasted  in  a  leet  contest  ancJa  hopeless  cause.  (Hear !  hear  1> 
The  r^t  hon*  gentleman  concluded  by  moving,  ^^  that  a 
sum  not  exceeding  two  millions  be  granted  (o  the  iPrince 
Regent^  .to  enable  him  to  take  a  certain,  mimber  of  Porto? 
gncse  troops  iiito  British  pay,  and  to  sJford  such  further 
assistance  to  the  Portuguese  nation  as  the  circumstances  of 

Mr.  PofwnAy  said,  that  when  he  coupled  this  proposed 
grant,  incMised  as  it  was  this  year,  with  the  formal  stipula* 
tion  into  which  we  had  eoteiM,  never  to  acknowledge  any 
'  King  of  Portngali  exo^  an  heir  of  the  House  of  Bnganza, 
be  oottkl  see  ilo  eiid  to  our  ezDerimeots  and  our  extra- 
vagance, Httttl  the  people  were  len  without  a  singly  shillinfif 
to  support  them,  supposing  we  my  every  motive,  both  of 
policy  and  generosity,  Exists  for  assisting  thePortuguese  i 
yet,  where  was  the  necessitv  for  binding  ourselves  by  this 
nowise  )»tipulatkNi  to  the  liouse  of  Biagansa?  The  right 
hon.  gentleman  had  assigned  as  a  reason  for  this  additional 
grtHit^  that  the  Portugujme  'wtem  now  deprived  of  many  of 
their  usual  resoums  by  the  occnpaiion  of  the  graatest  part 
of  their  territory  by  the  enemy •  Whatl  was  tliis  possible  f 
Was  this,  then,  at  last  the  truth  ?  Was  this  fact  and  were 
all  the  statements  in  the  gaaette  on  flits  subject  falsehoods  ? 
That  gazette  had  distinctly  declared  that  tlie  enemy  did  not 
possess  a  single  tpot  of  Portiurnese  ground  except  that 
which  their  army  occupied.  Sut  now.,  down  comes  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  with  his  oounter-aoUioritjr,  that  the 
greatest  part  of  Portugal  itself  was  in  French  hands,  and 
that  the  Government  of  the  country  was  thereby  deprived  of 
its  customary  fesourcos !  But  then,  by  way  of  amends,  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  said,  that  Portugal  was,  of  all  othaos, 
tm  most  fortunate  theatre  of  war  for  iiS|  and  tlie  most  unfor* 
tunate  for  the  enemy.  It  was  our  chosen  spot — our 
selected  theatre.  What!  was,  then,  the  distance  between 
Lisbon  and  Cartaxo,  within  which  we  were  now  confined^ 
thb  fortunate,  this  chosen  and  selected  theatre?     Where 
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vas  the  great  fortune  which  it  had  produced  to  ut  ?    When 
:we  sent  our  army  thither,  we  sent  it  io  the  fronticn ;  we 
sent  it,  some  said,  to  the  defence  of  Spain  :  we  were  thea 
driven  from  both  Spain  and.  the  Portuguese  ffootierBy  until 
at  last,  this  uigbt  we  were  told,  that  our  chosen  theatre  waa 
*the  short  distance  between  Lisbon  and  Cartaxo.     '^  £n« 
couraeed,  however,*'  as  the  right  hpn.  gentleman  said,  <^  by' 
our  successes,"  he  came  down  to  the  House  with  confidence. 
How  t  ^^  by  bur  sucoesees  ?"    He  was  the  last  person  in  tho  * 
country  who  would  be  inclined  to. cast  suspicion  either  upou 
the  Spaniards  or  the  Portuguese,  or  our  own  brave  soldiers ; 
but  what  did  he  mean  by  ^^  our  successes  ?".-.Was  it  success 
which  drove  us  from  Spain  ?    Was  it  success  which  coql- 
pellcd  us  to  retreat  through  the  interior  of  Portugal  ?    Was 
it  success  which  made  us  view  the  &ll  of  Ciudad  Rodrigo  I 
**Was  it  success  which  lost  us  Almeida  ?•— were  Uiose 
facts? — was  this  encouragement  (o  us  now  to  increase  our 
grant  to  two  millions  7    But,  says  the  Chancellor  of  the  JEs* 
chequer,  the  Portuguese  have  lost  much  of  th^  revenue^ 
and  it  is  in  our  policy  to  supply  their  deficiency.    Accord- 
ing to  this  principle,  we  were  called  upon  to  incKaise  our 
gants  as  the  misfortune!?  of  the  Portuguese  augmented,- 
as  the  ri^bt  bon.  gentleman  reflected  on  the  consequence  of 
this  principle  7    Has  be  considered  or  calculated  how  long 
this  country  coulid  support  such  an  expence  ?    Did  he  con- 
sider the  actual  expence  of  sending  our  money  to  Portugal  7- 
JDid  he  reflect  that  we  lost  SO/,  out  of  every  hundred  which 
we  sent  to  Portugal  ?    This  was  a  fact ;   and  he  defied 
eithe^r  the  right  hon.  gentleman  himself,  or  any  of  his  finan« 
cial  friends,  to  deny  it.    But  how  was  evei^  this  70/.  paid  ? 
Why,  half  in  Portuguese  paper.    There  was  in  Portugal  a 
money  price  and  a  paper  price ;  and  in  this  depreciated 
paper-curiency  one  naif  ot  our  bills  was  paijd.    Let  the 
r^ht  hon.  gentleman  reflect  on  this,  when  be  tallied  of 
sending  more  money  out  of  the .  countnr.    Let  him  reflect 
on  his  own  measure,  on  that  report  of  the  Committee,  in 
the  drawing  up  of  which  he  himself  assisted,  and  by  which 
six  millions  of  Exchequcr«bills  were  declared  actuallv  neces* 
sary  to  the  relief  of  our  own  commercial  credit.     But  then 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  anticipated  much  good  fortune  from 
the  altered  tone  of  the  enemy.    Great,  however,  as  his  offi« 
cial  information  must  comparatively  be,  it  was  nevertheless 
impossible  that  he  could  penetrate  the  policy  of  Buonaparte* 
How  could  he  tcU  what  disposition  he  intended  to  make  of 
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Ihe 400,000  men  whicb  he  had  as  surplus  to  his  Spanish  and 
Portaguese  armies  ?  How  could  be  guess  tlie.  cause  of  the 
Tast  military  assemblage  trhicb  he  was  collecting  in  the 
north  of  Europe  f  A  force  equal  to  that  with  which  he 
contended  against  Russia,  A^stria»  and  Prussia.  If|  indeed^ 
the  enemy  had  any  design  in  that  quarter,  he  would  be  glad, 
vather  than  grieTed^  to  see  our  army  collected  in  Portugal. 
But  th^n  it  was  said,  that  the  contest  in  Portugal  was  forced 
onns.  Jio;  weonnelves  made  choice  of  Portn^^l.  After 
the  battle  of  Talavera,  we  abandoned  Spain,  with  the  ear* 
€eption  of  our  garrisons  in  Gibmltar  and  Cadiz*  Why  did 
we  do  this  ?  Was  it  because  we  saw  there  was  no  chance 
of  success  in  Spaiui  or  in  co-operation  with  the  Spaniards  ? 
He  feared,  indeed,  that  there  was  no  chance  or  ultimate 
success  *  either  in  Spain  or  Portugal.  He  most  devoutly 
wished  it  was  otherwise ;  but  still  the  fact  of  our  abandoning 
all  the  country,  except  tlie  short  space  between  Lisbon  and 
Cartaxo,  could  not  be  got  over.  If  in  the  face  of  those  facts 
we  went  cm  increasing  our  grants,  wc  might  carry  the  prin«- 
ciple  at  once  to  this — that  while  we  had  one  singte  Portu- 
guese town,  our  contributions  should  uot  cease.  This 
would  not  hurt  France,  atid  must  in  the  end  disable  Eng* 
land.  He  did  not  mean  to  take  the  sense  of  the  House  upon 
this  subject,  but  could  pot  avoid  the  statement  which  be 
had  made,  and  which  emanated  from  no  party  spirit  or 
angry  opposition,  but  from'  a  real  wish  to  counteract  a 
system  replete  with  danger>  and  void  of  all  benefit  to  thq 
country* 

Mr.  Sullivan  took  a  review  of  the  state  of  Portugal  now/ 
and  Its  state  in  ]809»  when  the  struggle  first  commenced^ 
and  dwelt  on  the  benefits  which  our  aid  and  the  Port^iigueseL* 
patriotism  bad  prodticed.  .  By  our  exertions  we  had  re* 
poised  the  troops  of  France,  compelled  their  Emperor  to 
call  his  select  General  to  their  command,  and  rendered  his 
Taunt  of  placing  his  Imperial  Eagle  on  the  towers  of  Ljs* 
bon.'in  1809^  ridiculuus.  The  Portuguese  had  marshalled 
40,000  men  in  the  field;  a  force,  compared  with  the  popu- 
lation of  Portugal,  much  greater  than  any  of  the  veteran 
military  nations  of  Europe  had  called  forth.  Spain  and 
Portugal  had  made  a  powerful  resistance;  they  had  ex- 
ceeded his  most  sangtiine  hopes;  and  he  looked  forward  to 
their  final  success  against  the  tyrant  of  Europe.  Under 
these  circumstances  be  should  concur  in  the  motion. 
^  Mr.  Frtemantle  did  not  rise  for  the  purpose  of  opposing 
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4his  votej  but  at  the  same  time  be  must  declare^  that  he  did 
not  accede  to  it  but  upon  compulsion.    The  ^stem  which 
we  had  pursued  rendered  the  aid  necessary;  but  still  that 
system  was  imoolitic  and  ruinous.     When  this  contest 
first  commencea,  he,  in  common  with  others^  hailed  the 
principles  on  which  our  interference  was  founded ;  but  those 
prineiples  had  been  now  abandoned. .  The  system  now 
adopted  seemed  to  be  that  of  fighting  the  war  with  oUlr 
armies  on  the  Continent.    No  doubt  it  was. wise  in  us  to 
assist  our  allies,  but  still  we  must  take  care  to  extend  that 
assistance  in  such  a  manner  as  not  to  commit  ourselves. 
He  did  not  mean  ^o  ^o  into  a  detail  of  our  exploits ;  but  if 
he  did,  he  was  convmced  he  would  be  only  detailing  the 
brilliant  achievements  of  our  countrymen:  ^11,  however^ 
which  he  wished  the  House  now  to  look  to  was  the  resulc 
of  these  exploits.  .  In  Portugal  we  ended  our  first  victories, 
obtained  as  they  were  by  the  gallantry  of  our  troops,  and 
the  consummate  talents  of  the  General,  with  the  Conven- 
tion of  Cintra.    In  Spain  the  temper,  the  spirit,  the  genius^ 
and  the  energies  of  our  lamented  Moore,  alone  brought  our 
brave  army  from  Corunna,  and   brought  it  home  only  a 
wreck!     Again  we  sent  Lord  Wellington  to  Spain,  and 
what  was  the  consequence?    Why,  he  gained  a  victory  at 
Talavera*-4i  victory  as  brilliant  and  as  decisive  as  any  ever 
gained  by  a  General.     But  how  did  it  end  I    In  the  loss  of 
territory,,  in  the  disgrace  of  our  councils,  in  the  destrUctioa 
of  half  our  army  by  famine,  sickness,  and  disorganization 
of  every  kind.  What  was  our  situation  now  ?  We  advanced 
into  Portugal ;  Massena  came;  we  retreated*    No  blamq 
could  possibly  be  attached  either  to  our  forces  or  our  Gene« 
ral;  they  did  all  that  brave  mep  could  do;  they  conquered 
when  they  fought.     Busaco  was  a  proof  of  this  (Heart 
hear  I) ;  but  they  could  not  counteract  a  pernicious  system ; 
and  now  they  stood  insulated^  blockaded,  with  the  choice 
of  their  movements,  whether  to  retreat  or  fight,  or  manoeu- 
▼re^  solely  at  the  option  of  the  enemy*    It  was  unnecessary 
to  go  into  the  details  of  the   different  actions;  these  ail 
proved  what  we  knew  before,  the  courage  of  our  soldiers^ 
and  the  skill,  energy,  and  genius  of  Lord  Wellington.   But 
the  country  must  look  not  to  details,  but  results;  and  those' 
results  had  been,  indeed,  most  detrimental  to  its  iiiterests. 
The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  sneered  at  (he  predic* 
tions  which  had  been  made  by  those  who  disapproved  his 
system,  diadeiaye,  and  verified.    {Hear!  hear!)   No  mat? 
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ter,  bowevefi  whether  they  were  verified  or  not^  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  did  not  do  his  duty  by  merely  prov- 
ing that  others  wero^  wrong ;  he  must  do  more,  he  mutt 
prove  that  he  himself  was  rieht.  And  diflicult  indeed  wDuId 
that  task  prove ;  for  every  day,  nay,  every  hour,  our  affairs 
were  becoming  more  desperate  and  dangerous.  It  had 
been  said,  that  our  efforts  m  this  caus^  had  checked  the 
Continental  pursuits  of  Buonapart)^.  How  i  Did  the  check 
formerly  exists  or  does  it  now  i  Oid  it  impede  his  course  } 
Did  it  control  his  victories?  Good  Goo!  with  500,000 
men  at  his  nod>  does  he  not  at  this  moment  from  his  closet 
in  the  Louvre  command  every  Cabinet  in  Europe?  Were 
we  to  conclude  that  he  was  thwarted — because  he  was 
deposing  in  his  palace  and  directing  the  world  ?  Not  one 
step  has  he  gone  beyond  his  usual  military  expenoes.  Not 
one  additional  shilling  has  be  imposed  upon  his  subjects. 
If  any  man  doubted  this>  let  him  look  to  bis  last  financial 
report,  in  which  he  told  his  Senate,  he  would  accomplish 
his  projects  in  Spain  without  any  addition  to  their  burthens* 
He  remembered  it  had  been  stated,  that  the  French  sent 
into  Spain  600,000  men,  and  that  they  now  had  but  900,000 
remaining.  In  this  calculation,  however,  the  number 
which  Buonaparte  himself  brought  out  of  it  was  entirely 
omitted.  Even  at  this  moment  he  was  capable  of  bringing 
to  any  quarter  of  the  globe,  a  force  eqiial  to  that  which  be 
led  into  Spain.  It  had  been  said,  however,  that  we  had» 
Iv  our  Spanish  alliance,  paralyzed  the  exertions  of  the 
French  Emperor  against  England.  How?  Had  he  not 
influenced  the  Continent  to  the  extinction  of  our  commerce  ? 
Was  he  not  now,  hj  the  confession  of  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty,  most  actively  employed  in  the  nurture  of  a  navy  ? 
-—Did  he  not,  by  that  confession,  build  1 10  ships  while  we 
were  building  lOO  ?— -Was  this  a  proof  that  his  energies 
vrere  paralyzed?  And  now,  how  were  we  employed? — 
Why,  in  advancing  six  millions  to  our  bankrupt  merchants. 
Looking  then  to  the  results,  he  must  conclude  that  the  sys* 
tern  was  ruinous,  and  ought  not  to  be  continued. 

Mr*  Peek  observed,  that  in  the  last  year,  when  the  House 
could  only  proceed  upon  conjecture,  there  was  naturally 
great  variance  of  opinion.  There  was  then  plausible 
ground  for  the  doubts  and  differences  which  agitated  the 
minds  of  men.  The  scepticism  and  despondent  feelings  of 
the  honourable  gentleman  opposite  were  then  in  some  mea- 
sure explained,  by  the  recolleclion  that  France  had  Just 
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concladed  a  peface  wUh  Austria^  and  was  prepared  to  em- 
}>loj  its  whole  force  in  the  Peninsula.  We  had  now  had 
experience  of  these  additional  levies^  and  conld  frame  our 
calculations  upon  a  sure  foundation.  The  Portuguese  had 
abewn  themselves  to  be  equal  to  the  combat,  and  warranted 
us  in  entertaining  a  sanguine  expectation  of  their  future  ex- 
ertions. When  we  badthus  in  the  course  of  the  last  year 
exchanged  vague  conjecture  for  satisfactory  experience,  he 
teust  consider  the  tim^  which  had  been  used  that  ni^ht  on 
the  other  side  as  not  a  little  si^rprising — (Heart  near  I) 
Those  hopes  of  complete  success  which  had  beeit  ascribed 
io  Government,  they  had  never  indulged  in,  and  he  believed 
the  honourable  gentleman  would  hardly  challenge  him  on 
points  of  prediction.  What  had  been  the  fate  of  those  pre- 
dictions which  so  boldly  pronounced  the  unfitness  of  the 
Portuguese?  (Hear!  near!)  We  had  been  asked  what 
would  become  of  thePortugnese  armies  in  the  event  of  our 
abandoning  that  country?  Certainly  little,  he  conceived, 
in  unison  with  genuine  British  feelings,  had  beei^iavished 
on  their  faithful  and  persevering  allies.  We  had  .been 
iauntingly  told  that  our'name  was  unpopular  on  the  Conii- 
tient,  that  while  France  improved  the  institutions  and 
reformed  the  governments  of  Spain  and  Portugal,  we  made 
alliance  with  their  weakness  and  corruption.  France  was 
represented  as  conciliating  the  affections  of  tbe  people  by 
faer  works  of  regeneration ;  if  so,  that  was  the  return  stie  had  g/t 
met  with  from  the  ragged  and  ungrateful  people  of  Portu-  ^^ 
gal  ?  They  had  united  heart  and  nand  in  resistance  to  the 
invader,  and  were  now  in  arms  against  him  in  greater, 
numbers  than  had  ever  before  been  i/vitnessed  in  that  coun« 
try.  (Hear  I  hear  I)  They  had  not  waited  to  stipulate 
reform,  before  they  took  up  'arms  to  resist  the  aggressor. 
(Heart  hearl)  (Jriticisms  had  once  been  passed  on  the  * 
impolicy  of  dispersing  our  force,  and  wasting  its  strength  in 
a  multitude  of  uncdnnected  operations ;  now  the  censure 
Was,  that  the  force  was  concentrated.  It  was  well -in  his 
mind,  that  the  battle  should  be  fought  on  other  shores  than 
our  own.  (Heart  heart)  It  was  something  in  his  estima- 
tion that  th^  fatal  hour  of  that  conflict  had  been  ^t  least  de- 
ferred. Let  the  length  of  the  war  in  Spain  be  contrasted  with 
the  duration,  of  those  wars  in  which  Buonapart6  has  strided 
with  such  rapidity  over  the  prostrate  dynasties  of  Europe. 
If  indeed  it  was  to  be  held  that  his  march  was  irresistible, 
and  that  the  Empire  of  the  West  must  be  finally  established ; 
y^>L.  II.— 1811.  3  A  ^ 
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if  it  was  determitied  to  be  right  that  Europe  should  crouch 
before  thfc  Usurper,  then  the  arsumeots  which  bad  beea 
urged  that  night  must  be  adoiitted  to  be  inooutroTertible*. 
But  if  this  doctrine  was  deserving  only  of  contempt,  then  h^ 
could  venture  to  say,  that  the  Continent  did  not  present  aa 
arena  more  fertile  of  advantage  than  the  present  scene  of 
military  action.  (Hear  I  hutrl]  The  honourable  Mntle* 
man  had  argued  that  the  enemy  could  easily  repair  a  defeat, 
or  retrieve  any  disaster  that  could  befall  him. .  He  remem^ 
bered  when  much  was  said  of  the  moral  effect  of,  victory, 
as  descriptive  of  the  anticipated  success  of  BuonapcAr^e ;  biit 
was  this  moral  influence  some  hidden  charm  whose  virtue 
the  enemy  only  could  ascertain;  was  it  some  magic  spell 
ever  o|)erating  in  his  exclusive  favour  i  The  Eipo$e  of  the 
Prcncn  Minister  had  been  referred  to,  and  he  would  also 
beg  to  direct  the  attention,  of  the  House  to  the  lately  altered 
tone  and  commentary  of  the  foreign  journals.  If  it  did 
appear,  that  with  one*sixth  part  of  our  own  military  force 
we  employed  in  Spain  and  Portugal,  one-half  of  the  enemy's 
disposable  strengtn.  surely  be  might  assume,  that  it  was  the 
interest  of  the  country  to  persist  in  the  struggle  and  trial  for 
an  honourable  issue.  An  honourable  General  (Tarleton) 
bad  recently  censured  Lord  Wellington  for  not  attacking 
Marshal  Ney.  He  must  remind  toe  House^  that  at  the 
period  referred  to,  Lord  Wellington's  army  was  greatly 
reduced  by  detachments;  and  that  the  one*half  of  it  con. 
sisted  of  these  untried,  calumniated  Portuguese,  the  object 
with  manv^  even  now>  of  contempt  and  derision.  ,He  would 
say  too,  that  Rodrigo  and  Almeiaa  had»  even  in  thehr  fall, 
exemplified  the  talents  of  the  British  General.  When 
future  ages  should  recur  to  the  history  of  that  campaign,  it 
would  be  surveyed  with  the  eye  of  impartiality  and  admira- 
tion. For  three  years  hud  the  foe  been  baffled,  and  w»a 
now  left  with  the  solitary  consolation  of  hoping  to  effect 
our  expulsion  bv.  the  exhaustion  of  our  finances,  {Hear ! 
htar\  hear\)  He  was  convinced  that  the  battles  which 
had  taken  place  would  not  be  ultimately  found  to  have  been 
fought  in  vain.  Cadiz  atid  Gibraltar  were  but  as  dust  in  a 
balance  when  compared  t6^hat  state  to  which  France  was 
now  committed.  Much,  however,  had  been  done  by  the 
Spaniards,  in  forming  a  legal  Government  in  this  last  asy* 
lum;  and  mucji^of  the  non-performance  on  their  part  might 
be^  perhaps,  with  too  much  justice,  imputed  to  our  despond- 
ing and  disheartening  sentiments,  which  magnified  their 
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diiBcalties,  and  inspired  despair  where  courage  only  should 
have  been  excited.  He  could  not  help  feeling  some  de- 
gree of  pain  at  the  manner  in  which  Lord  Wellington's 
conduct  had  been  examined  and  condemned  at  home;  and 
was  apprehensive  that  his  ardour  might  be  abated  on  hear- 
ing of  the  insidious  means  employed  to  tarnish  the  lustre 
of  his  reputation.  He  believed  that  the  time  would  yet 
come,  when  the  proud  circle  of  Lord  Wellington's  laurels 
would  receive  another  wreath  of  glory,  when  a  yet  more 
signal  achievement  would  raise  him  to  a  still  higher  pinna« 
cle  of  fame.  (Hear!  hear!)  He  cherished  the  sanguine 
expectation  that  the  day  would  soon  arrive^  when  another 
and  transcending  victory  should  silence  the  tongue  of  envy, 
and  the  cavils  of  party  animosity;  when  the  British  Com- 
mander would  be  hailed  by  the  unanimous  voice  of  his 
country,  with  th6  sentiment  addressed  on  a  memorable 
'  occasion  to  an  illustrious  character,  ^*  Invidiam  glorid  supe- 
ri$tir    (Hearl  hear\  hear\) 

General  Tarkton  declared  that  he  meant  no  attack  on 
Lord  Wellington  in  what  he  had  said  on  a  forper  night. 
He  had  grounded  what  fell  from  him  merely  on  th/e  infor- 
majtioh  contained  in  the  papers  on  the  table  relative  to  Ciu- 
dad  Rodrigo. 

Mr,  Fule  explained. 

General  Tarleton  said,  be  only  wished  to  vindicate  him* 
self  against  the  assertion  made  by  the  honourable  member, 
of  his  having  attributed  gross  neglect  to  Lord  Wellington. 
if  e  bad  done  no  such  thing.  He  had  then  adverted  to  the 
sacrifices  we  bad  made  in  the  Peninsula.  'We  had  sent 
thither  50,000  men,  and  we  had  lost  the  whole  of  thePenin- . 
sula,  except  that  spot  which  lay  between  Cartaxo  and  Lis-* 
bdn ;  in  addition  to  which,  we  had  also  sent  to  Portui^I 
2,000,000/.  sterling  in  bullion.  We  had,  during  the  whole 
period  we  were  engaged  in  the  contest,  been  making  retro- 
grade movements,  and  ruin  alone  could  be  the  result.  He  > 
(Gen.  Tarleton)  had  never  heard  any  charge  whispered 
against  General  Moore.  He  had  been  sent  to  a  campaign  in' 
'which  no  man  could  be  successful.  He  had  acted  like  a 
brave^  determined,  and  high-minded  oHicer;  and  he  had 
sealed  his  character  with  his  blood.  Every  thing  that  sur- 
rounded him  was  covered  by  dbtrcss,  and  there  was  nothing 
at  a^y  time  tp  be  expected  from  the  enterprize  in  which  he 
was  engaged.  As  to  the  question  l^fore  the  House,  he  wus 
decidedly  of  opinion  that  the  House  should  nut|  iu  the  pre- 
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tent  state  of  commercial  diftieBS|8fi}d  two  millioiis  more  to 
Portugal.  Be  could  demonstrate  that  the  Portuncse  sol- 
diers could  have  been  had  for  one-third  less  than  l£at  which 
vas  now  paid*  them.  He  proceeded  to  shew  that  the  Por- 
tuguese troops  had  never  been  of  any  actual  serrice.  They 
biri  never  been  what  they  ought  to  have  been — ^a  roancsu- 
▼ering  army  such  as  our  local  militia  would  have  been  with 
the  same  training.  The  present  war,  if  to  be  carried  on  in 
the  Peninsula^  must  be  a  warfare  of  finance ;  could  ncTer  be 
attended  with  any  advantage ;  and  the  fatal  truth  must  at 
length  be  told,  that  we  could  not  maintain  ourselves  in  that 
country* '  The  Question  was  not  now,  how  our  army  was  to 

gi  away  out  of  Portugal ;  but,  when  that  should  come  to 
!  done^  he  was  afraid  it  would  be  found  jlp  be  a  difficult 
matter.  Gentlemen  opposite  agreed  that  this  country  must 
go  through, the  purgatory  of  invasion  ;  but  be  was  afraid  if 
affairs  went  on  in  their  present  state,  they/ must  also  en- 
counter the  pursatory  of  a  reTolutipn*  He  (Geneml  Tarle- 
ton)  looked  to  the  matter  in  a  more  manly  way  than  those  on 
the  other  side  did.  Th^y  viewed  it  in  a  dastardly  point  of 
view.  He  was  for  fighting  with  full  numbers ;  gentlemen 
opposite  seemed  to  wish  to  wait  till  the  countiy  had  en- 
countered every  disaster,  and  till  their  means  were  dimi- 
nished, and  the  spirits  of' their  troops  broken  by  defeats  in 
<other  quarters.  .  On  these  grounds  he  wiis  against  the 
grant.  ^ 

"J'he  Resolution  was  then  put,  and  agreed  to  without  a  di- 
vision. The  Report  was  oiilered  to  be  received  to-morrow» 
and  the  Committee  to  sit  again  on  Friday. 

A  message  was  reoeivra  from  the  Lords,  stating  that 
they  had  agreed  tQ  the  Mutiny  Bill  without  any  Amend- 
ment. 

Also  requesting  a  copy  of  the  Second  Report  of  the  Oora* 
miUce  on  £astJndia  Aflairs.  To  this  latter  message  an 
answer  was  returned,  stating  that  the  House  would  return  an 
answer  by  a  messenger  of  their  own. 

SUPPLY. 

Mr.  Lushuigion  brought  up  the  Report  of  the  Commit-  . 
toe  of  Supply  of  Friday.    The  Resolutions  relative  to  the 
Navy  Estimates  were  agreed  to* 

On  4he  question  of  the  grant  of  ISOO/.  to  the  Poor  of  the 
Parish  of  St.  Martin'^  in  uie  Fields, 
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Mr.  WhUbread  begged  some  ezplsuuition  op  the  oatoreof 
tb is  grant. 

Mr*  FfJiarf on  repeated  ivbathe  ha/J  stated  on  a  former 
riigbt,  that  ibis  sum  Mras  made  up  of  a  variety  of  grants,  not 
to  tbe  Parisb  of  St.  Martinis  alone»  but  also  io  the  Parish  of 
Ely,  of  St.  James's,  of  St.  Martiix^s  in  tbe  West,  and  to  se* 
veml  Schools  and  Hospitals,  Tbe  grants  were  ancient. 
'  Some  of  them  be  bad  traced  to  Charles  IL  some  to  Henry 
Yin.  and  others  be  had  been  unable  to  trace.  These  did 
not  strictly  form  part  of  tbe  Poor's  rate,  but  went  in  exone- 
ration of  it. 

Mr,  Perceval  said,  the  grant  in  question  had  been  trans- 
ferred from  tlie  Civil  List.to'^  Parliament,  and  as  such  had 
been  ratified  by  them. 

The  other  ^^olutions  were  agreed  to. 

COMMERCIAL   CREDIT. 

The  Chancellor  6f  the  Exchequer  then  moved  the  Order 
of  the  Day  for  the  House  going  into  a  Committee  on  the 
Bill  relating  to  Commercial  Credit. 

Qn  fheiquestioii  being  put  for  the  Speaker*^  leaving  the 
Chair, — 

Lord  Folkestone  rose,  and  stated  several  objections  io  tbe 
measure  now  proposed.  The  Committee  on  Commercial 
Credit  was  very  different  at  present  from  tho^e  proposed  in 
1793.  Then  only  four  out  of  fifteen  were  commercial  men  ; 
but  now,  independefit  of  the  greater  number  of  commercial 
men  on  the  Committee,  almost  all  the  others  were  more  or 
less  connected  with  or  dependent  on  the  Minister.  Tlie  evl* 
dence  on  which  the  Report  was  founded  was  also  contra* 
dictory.  The  framers  of  the  Report  gave  no  opiniontbem- 
selves;  they  merely  adduced  tue  opinion  of  commercial 
men ;  and  it  was  no  wonder  that  smarting  under  the  present 
distresses,  they  should  conceive  relief  necessary.  He  depre- 
cated the  idea  of  disposing  of  the  public  money  on  princi* 
pies  of  humanity,  however  much  they  might  iufioence  pri- 
vate individuals.  He  confessed  thajt  all  his  knowledge  of 
the  subject  was  derived  from  the  Report ;  but  from  that  Ret 
port  he  could  not  help  concluding,  that  the  project  of 
granting  relief  would  be  ultimately  of  greater  detriment 
thanJf  It  had  never  been  granted.  One  of  the  witnesses  says^ 
that  there  is  a  glut  in  South  America,  and  that  he  had  al^ 
ways  seen  a  gl^t  succeeded  by  a  brisk  market ;  but  did  he 
tvcr  see  a  former  period  resembling  tbe  present^  when  ail  the 
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ports  of  Eorope  were,  as  it  were,  berineticallj  closed 
against  this  country  f  If  a  chance  of  their  opening  was  re- 
lied on,  (hat  was  so  very  small,  that  it  was  a  bad  ground. 
Another  great  market  was  closed  against  us,  the  market  of 
North  America,  which  Uiere  was  no  probabitUj  would  be 
soon  opened*  The  market  of  South  America  is  not  altoge- 
ther new  to  us,  for  smuggling  was  formerly  carried  on  to  a 
great  extent.  But  the  evidence  states,  that  the  goods  im- 
ported from  South  America  remained  in  the  market,  and 
was  one  of  the  causes  of  the.  present  distress ;  how  then  can 
trade  be  carried  on  with  South  America  without  importa- 
tion? 

Mr.  MarryaUmA^  that  he  had  formerly  been  of  opinion 
that  all  relief  by  issue  of  Excliequcr-bills  was  impracticable, 
and  he  had  expressed  that  opinion  at  meetings  of  the  Mcr* 
chants  of  this  City  ;  but  on  a  farther  consideration  of  the 
subject,  hf  bad  found  reason  to  alter  his  opinion  ;  and  to 
conceive  that  the  good  resulting  from  the  relief  would  fa^ 
outweigh  all  the  disadvanf  ages  to  which  it  might  give  occa- 
sion, afae  noUe  Lord  has  over-stated  the  distress  of  the 
country ;  for  all  the  markets  are  not  at  present  locked  up, 
and  the  home  market  is  not  diminished ;  but  on  account  of 
the  quantity  of  goods  on  hand,  it  becomes  necessary  to  give 
the  manufacturer  some  assistance  to  enable  him  to  carry  on 
the  manufacture  of  goods  for  the  British  market.  The 
market  of  Martinioue  and  of  Guaduloupe,  for  instance,  was 
not  overstocked ;  but  merchants  coula  not  export  goods 
there  to  any  advantage,  on  account  of  the  unproductive  na* 
ture  of  tile  returns.  But  if  North  America  adopts  her  Non* 
Intercoutse  system,  it  will  be  necessary  for  us  to  adopt  a 
different  system  also  ;  for  we  receive  at  present  from  that 
country  cotton,  indigo,  and  tobacco,  &c.  which  we  should 
then  draw  from  our  own  islands,  instead  of  the  unproduc* 
tive  returns  which  they  at  present  afford.  The  relief,  he 
said,  would  prevent  the  manufacturer  from  being  obliged  to 
make  a  vital  sacrifice  of  forty  or  fifty  per  cent,  on  the  goods 
in  his  possession,  and  thus  ennblc  him  to  produce  for  the 
home  market.  He  agreed  with  the  noble  Lord  in  his  obser- 
vation about  the  Commissioners,  that  none  of  them  should 
participate  in  the  issue  of  Exchequer-bills,  and  tbat  all  the 
weight  possible  should  be  given  to  the  commission  from  its 
being  totally  disinterested. 

Sir  John  Newport  said,  that  (he  market  of  South  Ame* 
ricdi  instead  of  increasing  must  dimiuish,  from  the  convuU 
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sions  and  agiiatioiu  now  prevailing  in  that  country.  The 
prewnt  Bill,  instead  of  uimioishin^  the  evil,  would  ultt- 
inately  aus^mcnt  it ;  for  it  would  give  rise  to  still  greater 
appculalions  than  the  past.  What  was  the  House  about  to 
do  ?  It  was  about  to  involve  the  country  in  deeper  distress, 
*  and  to  visit  the  iaults  of  those  who  have  indulged  in  extra* 
▼agaiit  speculation  on  those  who  have  not.  It  was  better  at 
once  that  the  manufacturer  should  return  to  tilling  the 
ground,  than  continue  in  so  hopeless  a  pursuit. 

The  House  then  divided. 

For  going  into  the  Committee         -     / 103 
Against  it     •        •        «       -        -     *     16       ' 

4  *  • 

'  m  I  ^ 

Bfajority    *  -  •  87 

On  the  Gallery  being  opened,  we  found  the  Chancellot'* 
of  the  Exchequer  explaining  in  the  Committee  the  system  of' 
'  warehouses  to  be  adopted.  They  were  to  be  opened  in  b6th 
parts  of  the  United  Kingdom^  both  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
land.—- He  then  proceeded  to  explain  the  nature  of  the  terms 
of  payment,  which  were  to  be  15  days  later  than  the  time 
at  which  the  dividcndsshould  come  in.  He  then  proceeded  to 
read  over  the  names  of  the  Commissioners,  among  whom  we 
collected  thb.  following :  the  Lord  Mayor,  the  Hon.  W* 
Larobe>  Sir  James  Shaw,  Samson  Perry,  Esq.  lilr.  Thorhton^ 
Sir  Charles)  Pole,  Mr.  Pole,  Mr.  Harris,  mr.  Lygon,  Mr. 
Bosanquet,  Mr.  I*  M.  Raikes,  Mr.Halford,  Mr.  Smith,  Mr. 
Harrison,  Mr.  Grant,  and  Mr*  Curwen. 

A  long  conversation  then  took  place  between  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exclrequer,  Messrs.  Tierney,  Huskisson,  W. 
Smith,  Whitbread,  and  General  Tarletoni 

Mr.  Tternejf  moved  for  the  miantes  of  the  evidence  be* 
fore  the  Committee,  omitting  the  names  of  individuals. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  iSxchcquer  objected  to  their  pro- 
thiction,  as  likely  to  hurt  individual  feelings. 

Motion  negatiyed  without  a  division.  ^ 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  was  carried,  brought  up, 
ami  ordered  for  further  consideration  to-morrow,  and  to  be 
printed. 

The  second  rieadirtg  of  the  Militia  Inlistment  Bill,  after 
some  opposition  from  Lords  Milton  and  Folkestone,  was 
carried. 

The  further  consideintion  was  thep  postponed  to  Thurs- 
day.   . 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

TUE6DAY|  VARCH  IO4 
DliBTOR   AND   CRERITOR   LAW. 

Lord  Holland  roee^  and  said,  that  as  the  Lords  were  sum- 
inoncd  for  Thursday  nezti  and  as  there  was  everj  expecta- 
tion of  a  f\]U  attendance  on  that  day,  he  had  risen  merely  to 
give  notice,  that  he  should,  on  that  day,  move  that  the  pro- 
ceedings and  verdict  on  the  unfortunate  than  who  died 
lately  in  the  Marshabea  prison  should  be  printed.  He 
could  anticipate  no  objection  to  bis  motioil ;  bis  wish  was 
to  put  tbe^J()ou8e  fairly  in  possession  of  the  whc4e  of  the  in- 
formation produc^i  as  he  bad  done^  ih  the  first  instance  in 
informing  their  Lordships  of  all  that  he  then  knew  upon 
the  subject.-«*Adjoumed« 
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TUBSDAV,    MARCH    19.  . 

r*PlI«8BY   PpoR   BILL. 

On  the  tsecond  reading  of  the  Spilsby  Poor  Bill  bein|f 
moYcd, 

Sir  Samuel  JRomllp  said,  that  however  singular  the 
clauses  lo  be  found  in  Bills  of  the  nature  of  the  present  fre« 
quently  were,  there  were  clauses  in  the  present  oill  so  un« 
usual  as  to  call  in  a  particular  manner  un  the  attention  of 
the  House.  This  Bill  enables  the  Governor  and  Master  of 
the  Spilsby  Poer-honsc  to  punish  -at  pleasure  the  poor  under 
their  charge  by  solitary  confinement,  and  other  most  severe 
punii»hinents,  for  no  other  reason  but  their  misbehaving^ 
themselves.  He  then  proceeded  to  read  a  clause  of  the  Bill, 
l)y  which,  if  the  poor  should  be  guilty  of  profene  cursing 
and  swearing,  disorderly  behaviour,  or  riot  and  drunkenncsfi^ 
or  neglecting  or  refusing  to  perform  their  work,  they  wcre^ 
fo  ht  punished  with  solitary  confinement,  abatement  of  diet, 
or  the  slocks,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Governor.  This  is 
fiot  the  only  singular  clause.  The  Bill  also  empowtrs  the 
punishing  for  damaging  the  house  or  fences,  as  for  a  felony^ 
or  petty  larceny.  What  was  unexampled  in  this  country, 
tlie  directors  were  to  have  a  power  of  letting  out  the  poor  lo 
any  person,  who,  for  his  9d.  a  day,  might  be  disposed  ie 
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extract  profit  from  the  feeble  lirabs  and  worn-ottt  bodiea  of 
these  imrortunate  persons,  in  something  of  the  same  manner 
^  job-Dcgrocs  are  i6t  out  in  the  colonies.  What  wast  yet 
more  extraordinary,  they  ivcfe  empowered  to  contmct  with 
aU  the  other  fiarisbes  of  the  County  of  Lincoln^  the  secQitd 
most  extensive  county  in  England,  for  their  pdor,  who  wertf 
to  tie  cornfielled  to  go  info  this  House  of  Industry,  and  be 
let  out  and  punished  in  thesiime  manner;  so  that  the  Spilsby 
House  of  Industry  was  to  be  a  great  mart  for  the  pauper 
tlaresof  the  county  of  Lincoln.  Now,  having  seen  tbe  se- 
verity of  this  Act,  look  at  the  lenity;  for,  if  severe  to  the 
paupers,  to  the  officers  it  was  lenity  itself.  Should  the  go- 
vernor, derk,  or  any  otjier  officer,  purloin  the  Work-tools, 
or  any  of  (he  other  chattels  of  the  house,  a  crime  which  is 
felony  by  law,  the  punishment  was  to  be  only  a  fiiic  of  three 
times  the  amount,  or  a  short  confinement.  Now^what  was 
thft  remedy  provided  by  the  Bill  against  any  abuse  of  power? 
Sl^ould  any  person  be  wrongfully  confined  in  solitary  con- 
finement for  a  month,  or  a  longer  period,  (and  what  a  severe 
punishment  solitary  confinement  must,  for  such  a  period^ 
be  to  a  person  of  an  unrulltvated  mind,  it  was  not  necessary 
to  remind  the  House,)  if  the  poor  person  so  wronged  could 
be  fortunate  enough  to  find  an  attorney  in  the  place  willing 
io  undertake  his  cause»  it  was  in  his  power  to  bring  an 
action  against  such  governor,  &c. ;  but  the  period  within 
which  .this  action  could  be  brought  was  limited  to  one 
month  after  the  oflence.  Singular  as  these  clauses  are,  it 
was  by  the  merest  accident  that  they  came  to  his  knowledge 
forthese  things  pass  through  the  House  without  notice  or 
inqtriry ;  and  lie  was  solely  indebted  to  a  noble  friend  of  bb^ 
who  pointed  out  U>e  clauses  to  him. 

SirJ*  Grahaniy  who  movecl  the  second  reading,  observed^ 
tbal  he  was  not  aware  of  the  existence  of  any  such  cboses 
in  the  Bill;  neither  did  he  think  the  two  lionourable mem- 
bers who  had  taken  charge  of  the  Bill  kliew  any  thing  of 
their  existence.  He  should  move  now,  that  the  Bill  be 
Tcad  a  second  time  on  Monday  se'nnight,  in  order  to  give 
the  parties  interested  an  opportunity  of  coming  forward  io 
shew  upon  what  grounds  they  had  thought  such  clauses 
necessary. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  6.  Yansittart  and  Mr. 
Kenrick,  the  Bill  was  ordered  to  be  lead  a  second  tim^  on 
Monday  se'nnight. 

Vol.  II.— 1811. '  SB 
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FlifAN€B8   C|V  lESLAMlK 

Sir  John  Neztpori  rose  for  the  purpose  of  moving  f  hat 

llie, House  take  into  cansideration  the  paragniph  in  the 

Prijice  R^ent*s  Speecfi,  respecting  the  deficiency  of  last  year 

in  the  Revenues  of  Ireland.    The  manner  in  which  (hat  sub* 

'  kct  was  there  adverted  to>  was,  that  the  revenues  of  Ireland 

bad  be^  in  some  degree  affected  by  the  commercial  ditV 

ficulties  of  the  country.    It  could  baidly  be  supposed,  fironi 

this  casual  notice  of  the  subject,  that  the  revenue  of  Ireland 

was  totally  unable  to  meet  even  the  annuafcharge  of  its  pub* 

Ijc  debt.    Tbb,  however^  was  actually  the  case ;  nay,  tfaa 

charge  of  the  public  debt  wase?en  greater  than  the  revenue 

by  no  less  a  sum  than  650,000/.     It  was  therefore  full  time 

for  the  House  to  investigate  the  causes  of  thUenormdusde* 

fiiication,  and  to  consider  whether  it  arose  from  an  inadc* 

quate  and  unfair  mode  of  collecting  the  revenue,  togetllter 

vith  immoderate  deductions  for   charges   of  cotl^ion, 

which  wore  totally  uncalled  for.  In  con6iderin|r  the  subject, 

he  begged  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the 

great  increase  of  the  public  debt  of  Ireland.    It  would 

probably  excite  their  suipruBe  to  find,  when  the^  came  ta 

eiuimine  it,  that  it  had  been  nearly  trebled  withm  the  last 

10  years.     In  1800,  the  d^t  of  Ireland  was  about  dO» 

miluoDs ; '  at  present  it  amounted  to  no  less  a  sum  thatv. 

89,750,000/.;    the  annual  charge    on   which,  for  sink* 

iog  fundi  and  for  interest,  was  4,730,000/.  which  was  niis 

iucrease  of  charge,  on  account  of  debt  of  about  SfifOfiOOL 

Upon  examination,  it  would  also  be  found,  that  the  revenue 

of  1810  was  le^  by  700,000/.  tliau  it  was  m  1807,  tlioughi 

in  1810  new  taxes  were  imposed^  the  estimated  amount  of 

'which  was  900,000/.,  and  though  the  public  chajge  had 

i^cieased  860,0001.  ^  These  were  facts  which  wen  nndi^ 

puted,  and  uoauestioiiably  called  for  th^  serious  attention  o^ 

the  House*     The  right  honourable  gentleman  then  proK 

ceeded  io  shew,  that  the  calculationfr  on  whtoh  the  Clian«^ 

fxllor  ot  the  ^chequer  for  Ireland  had  formed  his  esttmale 

of  the  produce  of  last  vear*s  taxes  had  entirely  failed.    Tfae* 

fight  honourable  gentleman  had  calculated  on  an  increaMi 

ot  100,000/.  from  the  duties  on  wines;  instead  of  which^ 

they  had  fallen  off  no  less  than  65,000/.    In  ttic  duties  on 

(easf    there  had  been  a  iailing-off  from  the  estimate  of 

t7iOOO/. ;  and  in  ^tbose  ou  ourrants  and  raisins^  of  700O/. 


.» 
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Tbefe  was  also  an  addition  of  50  per  cent,  on  the  window- 
tax,  which  miffht  have  been  supposed  to  be  produc- 
tive, and  yet,  tfiat  tax  had  fallen  off  WOOL  Neither 
had  the  tax  on  receipts  and  advertisements  at  all  an* 
swered  the  expectations  which  were  formed  of  it.  The 
lax  on  adverlisemcnts,  in  particular,  had  fallen  off  SOOOt. 
instead  of  increiising,  £ven  in  the  distilleries,  ftfso.  tliere 
had  been  a  deficit  tif  no  less  than  200,000/.  In  the  Speech 
of  the  Prince  Kegent,  Miqisters  had  thought  fit  to  ascrjbe 
all  this  defalcation  to  the  commercial  difficulties  under 
which  the  country  laboured.  Now,  really,  he  could  nok 
undentand  how  these  difficulties  qould  have  produced  such 
an  effect  The  commerce  of  Ireland  pHticfpally  cerltered 
in  this  country,  and  had  not  fallen  off  daring  the  last  year : 
besides,  the  duties  were  principally  on  articles  of  internal 
consumption,  and  had-  nothing  to  do  with  foreim  com* 
tnerce.  Other  causes,  therefore,  mu^t  be  souj^ht  for ;  and 
in  his  opinion,  the  defalcations  arose  from  that  system  of  over- 
taxation which  was  adopted  last  yeilr,  and  which  Ireland 
was  not  in  a  capacity  to  bear.  The  system  of  of  er-taxation 
was  like  pouring  in  one  drop  more  than  sufficient,  which 
made  the  ressel  overflow ;  ana  you  lost  much  more  than  you 
thought  to  have  gained.  ,  Wheh  a  commodity  was  over- 
taxed then  itidividuals  discontinued  the  article  altogether ; 
and  you  lost,  not  only  yonrestimated  produce,  but  even  the 
produce  of  the  preceding  ta]t«  These  >were  some  of  the 
grounds  on  which  lie  was  disposed  to  account  for  the  da* 
nciencies.  The  faoooiirable  mronet  then  entered  into  a 
statement  of  the  financial  measures  which  lie  had  adopted 
in  1807,  comparing  them  with  those  which  bad  since  bees 
jiursued,  and  arguing  tbsit  the  former  had  been  much  mora 
productive  than  the  latter*  He  also  argued,  that  the  exist- 
ing deficiencies  were  partly  owing  to  the  increased  de* 
ductiohs  arising  from  an  increase  of  chargies  in  the  collectioa 
of  the  revenue.  The  expences  attending  (he  collection  and 
management  of  the  revenue  had  greatly  increased.  In  1807 
these  amounted  to  iSTfiOOl.  and  at  present  thej  had  risei| 
7S0,00p/.  Some  of  the  charges  under  this  Itead  appeared  to 
him  most  extraordinary ;  for  instance,  clerks  in  piiblic  offices 
were  paid  ex^ra  for  copying  papers  which  it  wus  their  ordi- 
nary duty  to  do ;  and  above  all,  superannuations  had  been 
granted  to  revenue  officers  in  many  insla/iccs  without  neccs* 
sity,  and  they  were  suflcfed:  to  retain  their  fall  salaries,  as  if 
^till  in  the  service  of  the  public.    Enormous  deductiotis  and 


cliarges  bad  been  also  made  on  account  of  buHdings;  and 
no  less  a  sum  than  100,000/.  had  been  spent  in  the  forma^ 
tion  of  new  docks  at  the  Dublin  Custom«house.  |n.  tbia 
country  siich.  docks  had  always  been  established  by  ooror 
panies,  and  not  by  Government,  pn  the  plaui  principle,  that 
if  they  afibrdef]  accommodation,  the  merclianU  would  be 
ready  to  pay  for  it.  He  would  also  notice  one  charge  in  the 
Irij^h  Custom-house,  and  that  was,  19,000/.  for  printmgnnd 
stationary  for  the  year  ISO^.  Now,  in  the  Raglish  Custom^ 
Ibousc  for  the  same  year,  ^he  charge  was  only  1 8,000/*  an4 
certainly  there  oluld  be  no  comparison  .between  the  magni* 
tude  pf  the  business  done  at  the  two  offices.  He  would  alsq 
advert  to  another  defalcation,  and  that  was,  iii  the  duty  on 
leather.  That  tax  in  1799  produced  fiO,000/.  and  in  1 8  lb 
its  produce  wi|s  no  more  than  41,000/.  Now,  certainly, 
the  population  of  Ireland  had  increased  within  the  last  iQ 
years,  and  theie  must  be  more  people  to  wear  shoes  now  than 
did  then.  Whence,,  then,  did  the  deficiency,  arise  ?  It 
could  only  be  accounted  for,  from  an  increase  of  frauds,  and 
a  decrease  pf  vigilance  op  the  part  of  the  Revenue  Officenu 
He  was  far  from  wishing  the  Housp  to  form  any  hasty 
opinion  on  the  subject  which  he  had  now  brought  under 
their  consideration.  On  the  contrary,  he  wished  the  states 
roents  he  had  made  to  be  fully  .investigated,  and  that  gentle? 
men  opposite  might  also  submit  their  coiinter-statei^ients  lie 
hoped,  therefore,  that  the  House  would  allow  the  Ilesolu-f 
tions  which  he  should  move,  to  be  printed,  and  at  the  same 
time  to  appoint  a  future  day  for  their  full  discussioq.  The 
tight  honourable  gentleman  concluded  with  moving  three 
Resolutions,  which  comprised  the  principal  points  con^ 
tained  in  bis  speech  ;  and  the  first  of  which  was,  ^^  That  the 
funded  debt  of  Ireland,  had  been  nearly  trebled  within  tbe 
last  ten  years." 

A/r.  ro^ir  rose  in  reply.  He  begged  leave  to  say,  that 
the  Resolutions  proposed  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
w^re  not  such  as  he  could  approve  of.  Neither  was  this  the 
proper  time  for  submitting  them  to  thq  House,  because 
there  was  not  one  i^aper  yet  laid  on  their  table  which  could 
cither  shew  the  accuracy  of  their  statements,  or  disprove 
ttiem.  In  such  ft  state,  witlfout  one  paper  before  them,  ta 
enter  upon  the  finances  of  Ireland  was  quite  irregular,  and 
any  man  must  think  him  very  weak  indeed  if  it  had  hiscon* 
i:'urrence.  On  the  ground,  then,  of  the  absence  of  infor* 
{nation,  he  should  oppose  the  Resolutioiis.    He  then  tooi^ 
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a  view  of  llie  produce  of  tlie  Irish  revenue  for  the  last  j«»r^ 
and. con1en(1ed«  thnt  it  ^as.under-^ttted  in  the  Resolutioiuk 
by  at  least  200,000/.     The  sam  iiad  arisen  from  (he  extra- 
ordinary Fpsourcw  (ff  the  year,  which  the  ri^ht  honourable 
gentleman  had  wholly  overlooked*     lie  must  contend,  that 
the  Irish    revenue  had  produced  3,800,0001;   instead   bC 
3fi00fi00L  which  was  the  sum  stated  in  the  Hesolulions. 
idowevcr,  he  would  not  dwell  on  this  minor  diQerence;  for 
lie  was  free  to  acknowledge,  that  the  financial  situation  of 
Ireland  was  such  >is  to  require  all  the>ittcntion  and  ability 
)hat  could  be  applied  to  it.    It  was  confessedly  a  situntiqn 
in  which  the  rcFe^iue  was  iiuequal  to  tlie  ^nnnual  char^ 
p(  (he  debt.    This  was  a  state  which  it  ouglit  not  to  be 
in;  aud  it  certainly  became  the  House  to  consiiler  why 
|.hc  taxes  were  so  deficient,  a]ul   in  what  way  the  defr- 
ciency  could  bfi  remedied.     With  regard  to  the  compa* 
rison  of  Administrations,  which  the  right  honourable  gentle*' 
man  had  thought  fit  to  make^  he  would  not  say  one  word^ 
})ut_leave  the  'i)ublic  to  form  their  own  opinion  upon  thai 
bead.    When  he  (Mr.  Foster)  was  in  otfice  in  1804,  his 
object  was  to  raise  the  reveaue  so  as  to  cover  the  charge  of 
the  debt,  and  to  produce  as  much  beyond  it  as  ixis;»ible. 
Froifi  that   period  the  revenue  did  actually  begin  to  rise*, 
and.in  the  year  before  last  the  rbe  liad  been  very  rapid  in^ 
deed.    On  the  other  han^,  it  unqucstbnably  tell  rapidly 
last  year :    but  if  any  average  of  four  years  was  to  be 
t^ken,  which  was  the  fair  way  of  considering  the  matter, 
then  the  average  revenue  would  be  found  not  to  be  Icaat 
tJian  foiir  millions  and  a  half,  which  was  considerably  morot 
than  the    charge  of  the  debt.    One  cause  of  the  fall  in 
the  revenue,  he  attributed  to  this,  that  the  excise  on  spirits 
li3d  operated  bat  tor  a  short  time  List  year.      But  if  the 
usual  consumption  ofspirits  wenton  in  Ireland,  and  eflectual 
means  were  found  for  putting  down  the  clandestine  distil- 
kries,  the  country  might  look  to  a  revenue,  not  ofdy  equal 
to  the  charge  o£  the  debt,  but  leaving  a  surplus  of  two  mil- 
lions a  year  for  the  current  expenditure.     The  sum  he 
wanted  to  raise  ^s  six  millions  otid  a  half  for  the  charge  of 
the  debt,  and  for  the  current  expences  of  the  year.    lie 
would  say,  that  taking  into  account  I  he  consumption  of 
spirits  in  Ireland,  when  the  distillery  in  that  country  was 
brought  np  to  nearly  the  same  rate  of  duties  that  it  was  in 
this,  and  when  the  accuracy  of  collection  was  brought  to  be 
Pf)  a  level  with  that  ^hich  took  pbc^  in  the  British  distill- 


— \ 


374  TUB  PAKLIAaiENTARr  nectsTCR.  l^oU. 

leries,  a.  very  considerable  rise  might  be  expected.      At 

ffffseiU'qnIj  about  six  niitlions  of  gallons  paid  the  dut/  in 
rcland.     At  a  moderate  colcolation  tliere  were  eight  mil- 
lions o(  galtotto  of  illicit,  distillation,  ivbicli  paid  no  duty  ; 
and  tlietie  at  a  duty  of  Ts.  Qd  per  gallon,  whicli  was  less  titan 
•the  British  duly,  would  prodoce  a  sum  of  three  miHions  a 
year,     lie  really  did  not  toink  that  the  object  of  the  right 
nonourabia    gentleman's  motion  was  to  harass  the  Irish 
Government ;  and  be,  therefore,  sincerely  asked  his  advice, 
concnrrrncc,  and  assistance,    in  every   thiiig  that  could 
benefit  the  revenue  of  that  country.     lie  was  ready  to  go 
liand  in  hand  i^ith  hitp  b  every  measure  which  could  have 
that  efiect ;  bot  he  must  oppose  the  Resolutions,  as  giving  a 
colour  to  manv  facts  which  they  would  not  be  found  to 
bear,  and  as  being  premature  from  there  being  no  napera 
before  the  House.    He  should  think  it  much  b^ter  tot  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  to  withdraw  his  Resolutions, 
ami  wait  till  some  ioq^iiry  should  be  proceeded  in.    Mr. 
Foster  tiien  entered  into  a  variety  of  minute  calculations  on 
the  produce  of  different  taxes  imposed  last  year.    He  wished 
'  particularly  to  correct  the  mis-statements  ttiAt  had  gone 
abroad  on  the  subject  of  the  window-tax.    That  tax  did  not 
affect  Houses  liaving  fewer  than  seven  windows,  and  there* 
fore  fell  Tcry  lightly  on  the  lower  classes  of  society,  wha 
in  general  were  not  to  well  housed  as  in  England.    The 
deficiency  in  the  advertising  tax  had  been  Complained  of 
by  the  honourable  Baronet.     What  was  the  reason  of  thia 
deficiency  i    Why,  the  moment  the  tax  was  imposed,  the 
proprietors  of  all  the  papers  cried  out,  *'  Bring  us  no  mpr9 
of  your  advertisements,  the  tax  has  ruined  usf^  and  thus, 
that  the  tax  might  prove  unproductive,  these  men  rilified 
their  own  profession.     The  tax  was,  however,  now  be- 
coming m6re  productive.    With  respect  io  the  tax  on  bills 
and  notes,  it  had  fully  answered  every  txpectOiiUm.    Tbp 
Bank^  which  had  compounded  with  the  Treasury  Ibrthia 
tax,  for  the  sum  of  frve  hundfcd  poundaannaally,  now  made 
Hn  offer  of  two  thousand  pounds  more.     The  failure  of  tlie 
wine*duty  was  imputed  to  the  state  of  the  country  which 
produced  the  wine,  and  also  to  the  failnre  of  commercial 
credit.    That  failure  was  also  the  sole  reason  for  the  fall 
of  the  tax  on  tea :  Ireland  was  not  able  to  get  the  ac* 
customed  credit;    and  this,  and  not  the  duty,  occasioned* 
the  deficiency  in  the  consumption  of  tea.    Any  defalcation, 
fi^niierer,  in  the  revenue,  arose  entirely  from  the  imports,  for- 
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the  exporta  Mrere  still  undiminished.    Let  a&in,  however^ 
appear  as  they  might  at  the  present  momeat,  the  resources 
of  the  country  remained  undiminished;  and  apy  fhll  of  the 
revenue  ^hich  bad  taken   pFace,  was  rather  a  symptom 
th^t  Ireland  chose  to  keep  her  money  to  herself,  than  a  proof 
that  she  had  not  the  means  of  expenditare.    Taking,  how 
ever,  the  geneml  comjwirative  average  of  the  exports  of  Eng- 
land and  Irelaml  since  the  year  1800,  Ireland  had  consider* 
ably  risen  upon  this  country.     It  Tvns  true  that  in  tbo  last 
year  the  imports  in  Ireland  nad  failed,  and  therefore  the  pre-^ 
sent  cry  bad  been  raisccK     Ireland  was  gradually  increasing 
in  resources ;  but  when  the  present  situation  of  the  empire 
was  considercil,  the  wonder  that  she  could  not  keep  pace 
with   its  expcnccs  would  cease.     We  mu^t  nurse  the  re- 
lources  of  an  infant  country,  and  not  nip  them  in  the  bud ; 
and  by  tlijs  means  we  should  the  better  enable  it  to  meet 
future  emergencies.     He  was  aware  of  the  great  length  into 
which  his  sfatement  had  been  drawn,  but  he  was  compelled 
to  it  by  the  statement  of  the  honourable  Baronet,  as  ha  was 
determined  no  longer  to  allow  any  accusations  to  go  forth 
uncontradicted  or  without  explanation*     The  honourable 
Baronet  had  referred  to  the  Excise  salaries ;  if  he  did  not 
like  them,  why  did  he  himself  bring  in  a  Bill  for  the  piir«*^ 
pose?    In  fact,  the  present  Excise  collection,  which  gave 
such  general  satisfaction,  had  been  planned  by  himself,  and 
ailcrwanls  adopted  by  the  honourable  Baronet  when  he 
came  into  office.    Did  the  honourable  Baronet  object  to  the 
abolition  offers  ?    No.  •  When  they  were  abolished,  did  he 
object  to  the  proposed  grant  of  compensation  (o  the  officers  i 
Mo ;  he  did  not  make  the  slightest  opposition  to  the  propo- 
!Sil  at  the  time  it  was  made,  and  therefore  he  had  no  right  at 
'  present  to  complain  of  that  in  which  he  liad  formerly  acquis 
esced.    The  right  honourable  gentleman  then  went  into  a 
defence  of  the  tvarehousing  system,  and  a  denial  of  the 
alleged  deficiency  in  the  Lather  Tax.     He  wished  to  shun 
no  investigation.    On  the  contrary,  he  was  rejoiced, that  the 
question  had  been  now  fully  brought  forward :  he  was  weidy 
to  meet  it  fiiirly,  and  would,  with  all  his  heart,  go  hand  inr 
Band  into  an  inquiry  concerning  the  financial  situation  of^ 
Ireland. 

•  Lord  Castlereaghihaughi,  that  this  was  a  most  interest-' 
tng  question,  not  only  to  Ireland,  birr  to  the  kingdom  m 

f'eneral ;  nothing  but  the  joint  exertions  of  both  sides  of  the 
louse  could  put  the  Enance  of  Ireland  on  a  satisfactory 
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fooring.  The  qae«tion  ooght  to  be  folly  and  fairlj  can* 
Yassed;  nnd  be  was  glad  to  hear  that  the  right  honourable 
ICcntleinan  intended  to  bring  it  forward  in  a  sbape  intelligi- 
ble to  their  understandings.  The  sreat  difference  between 
the  raising  of  tbc  English  and  Irish  revenue  was,  that  the 
one  was  rai^d  chiefly  on  pru|)erty,  the  other  on  consamp* 
tion.  If  Ireland  went  on  increasing  her  debt  in  the  manner 
which  the  had  di>ne,  she  must  find  herself  in  the  end  in 
inancial  difficultv-  He  was  glad  to  hear  that  inquiry  into 
file  finances  of  Ireland  was  now  to  be  encouraged,  as  he 
felt  a  natural  inteiest  in  a  couutry  where  he  had  spent  most 
of  his  lite,  and  in  which  his  fortune  and  his  affections  were 
wound  op. 

Mr,  Famell  had  hoped  that  the  noble  Lord  bad  risf^n  to 
leli  the  Hoose,  that  the  ratio  of  contribution  which  he  had 
^iven  the  Irish  Parliament  by  way  of  a  boon,  had  bcea 
falsely  calculated,  and  turned  out  rather  a  burthen  than  a 
bene^t.  Ireland  was  now  proceeding  with  a  revenue  of 
about  four  millions  and  a  half,  and  au  expenditure  uf 
about  eleven  millions,  a  great  part  of  which  expenditure 
consisted  in  the  interestof  loans  borrowed  since  the  Union. 
Since  Ireland  was  to  be  taxed  on  the  same  principle  with 
England,  she  ought  to  be  governed  on  \\\e  same  principle. 
The  only  ground  on  which  England  could  expect  Ireland 
to  share  in  the  burthen  was,  that  she  ought  ttlso  to  share  in 
the  benefits. 

Mr.  May  wished  a  Committee  might  be  appointed  to 
convince  the  people  of  Irelatid  that  the  House  was  in  enr« 
nest :  from  such  an  investigation  be  augu^^d  much  benefit> 
and  if  that  was  conceded  to,  he  hoped  the  honourable  Ba- 
ronet would  withdraw  his  motion. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Excheaucr  said,  the  House  being 
seemingly  agreed  on  all  hands  that  tl]e  subject  was  of  such 
impoitance  as  without  fuss  of  time  to  require  investigatioo, 
he  hoped  the  right  honourable  Baronet  would  withdraw  4iia 
resolutions  for  tlie  present,  as  the  information  now  before, 
the  House  was  not  such  as  to  allow  the  subject  to  go  before 
the  public,  and  to  give  alarm  without  being  accompanied  by 
documents  which  would  give  an  explanation  of  the  real. 
causes  of  the  defalcation  in  the  revenue.  He  thought  the 
proposition  of  Mr.  Fyster  very  fair^  of  instituting  an  inquiry 
as  soon  as  the  assizes  in  Ireland  were  over^  which  would 
give  a  full  attendance  of  Members  from  that  country*  He 
bopedy  therefore,  the  right  honourable  Baronet  would  with- 
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draw  bis  reiolatious  ondier  these  circumstances^  rather  thau 
pu^  them  to  the  necessity  of  meetiag  them  with  the  previous 
question, 

Mr.  Bankes  saidj  a  matter  of  greater  importance,  or  one 
tvhich  deserved  more  serious  consideration,  could  not  exist. 
He  thought  inquiry  necessary^  and  that  it  could  not  be  too 
soon  entertained.  He  took  a  comprehensive  view  of  the 
Irish  l^venue,  and  pointedly  condemned  the  rate  of  collec- 
tion at  amounting  almost  to  the  revenue  itself.  He  hoped^ 
as  soon  as  the  Irish  Members  could  be  ^collected,  no  time 
would  he  lost  in  Appointing  a  Committee,  and  that  the  right 
lionourable  Baronet  wpuld  not  suffer  it  to  be  put  off  till  the 
Ways  and  Means,  and  Suoplies,  were  over;  for  if  he  did, 
they  might  take  leave  of  tne  subject  till  another  Session. 
He  thought  the  right  honourable  Baronet  deserved  great 
praise  for  now  bringing  it  forwi^.  He  did  not  take  his 
materials  from  vague  ideas  of  his  own,  or  of  other  people^ , 
Ibut  frogi  papers  on  the  table,  from  which  he  had  selected 
the  facts,  and  these  must  be  grounded  on  authority.  He 
hoped,  however,  the  right  honourable  Bardnet  would,  un« 
der  present  circumstances,  consent  to  withdraw  his  reso- 
lutions, f 

Mr.  Foster^  in  explanation,  said,  that  the  moment  this 
motion  was  disposed  of,  he  would  give  notice  of  the  da^  on 
which  he  woola  bring  forward  a  motion  for  an  inquiry  into 
the  subject.  , 

Mr.  Ponsanbv said,  that  all  circumstances  considered,  he 
thought  it  would  be  more  advisable  for  his  right  honour- 
able friend  to  withdraw  his  re&olutions ;  but  in  so  doing,  he 
would  advise  him  to  move  immediately  for  a  day  to  take  the 
subject  into  consideration.  He  thought  it  should  not,  on 
any  account,  be  deferred  beyond  the  latter  end  of  this  or  the 
beginning  of  next  month.  He  hoped  be  had  as  much  re- 
spect for  the  Irish  representation  as  any  man  in  the  House ; 
but  with  all  that  respect,  he  would  wish  to  see  the  Com- 
mittee' composed  of  a  majority  of  British  rather  than  of 
Irish  Members,  for  whose  attendance  he  saw  no  occasiop 
to  wait.  If  the  appointment  of  the  Committee  did  not  very 
soon  take  place,  it  would  either  go  too  late  into  the  Session 
to  do  any  ^ood,  or  the  Session  must  be  protracted  for  the 
purpose  ot  attending  to  that  subject  alone.  He  hoped, 
therefore,  his  right  honourable  friend  would  immediately 
move  for  an  early  day ;  and  that  in  naming  the  Committee^ 
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he  would  not  attend  fto  maeh  to  Irish  Members,  as  to  the' 
seleoting  such  British  Members  as  would  be  most  IHcely  to 
give  tiieir  attehdance,  and  whose  talents  and  parsmt» 
seemed  to  his  ric;ht  honourable  friend  to  render  them  most 
likely  to  probe  tlie  business  to  the  utmost  depth* 

Mr.  IV.  Smith  spoke  in  favour  of  the  resolutions  being 
withdrawn  ;  but  hoped  the  House  would,  without  further 
delay,  proceed  to  the  tipppintment  of  a  Gommittee. 

l})rd  Casltereagh  explained.  « 

Sir  J.  Newport  said,  as  it  seemed  to  be  the  general  wish 
of  the  House,  that  the  business  should  be  investigated  ia 
the  fullest,  fairest,  and  most  satisfactory  manner,  he  would, 
with  the  leave  of  the  House,  withdraw  his  resolutions,  on 
condition  of  being  allowed  to  move  immediately  for  a 
Committee.  He  saw  no  occasion  to  wait  for  the  Irish 
Members;  for  if  it  were  not  done  immediately,  it  would  go 
off  to  another  Session,  and  would  be  lost  for  one  year  more. 
He  concluded  by  moving, 

^^  That  the  several  accounts  and  other  papers  presented 
to  the  House  this  Session,  relating  to  the  Public  Income  and 
Expenditure  of  Ireland,  be  referred  to  a  select  Committee; 
ana  that  the  s»id  Committee  be  directed  to  examine  and 
state  the  same,  with  their  opinion,  to  the  House.*' 

Mr,  Secretary  Ryder  said,  that  the  right  honourable  Btir 
ronet  had  not  at  the  commencement  of  his  speech  hinted 
the  appointment  of  a  Committee,  and  therefore  he  did  not 
conceive  that  he  was  entitled  by  the  rules  of  the  House  to 
choose  a  Committee.  That  choice  should  rather  be  ivith 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  who  suggested  it. 

Mr,  May  thought  it  of  little  consequence  from  what 
side  of  the  House  the  Committee  was  named*  He  was 
sure  "they  would  discharge  the  duty  for  which  they  were 
appointed. 

The  Chancellor  oftke  Exchequer  said,  be  should  give  his 
negative  to  such  a  nomination  of  the  Committee.  ' 

Mr.  Shaw  thought  the  Committee  ought  to  be  appointed 
without  loss  of  time,  and  that  it  would  occasion  too  much 
delay  to  wait  for  Irish  Members  coming  from  their 
Assizes. 

Mr.  Foster  said,  that  all  parties  were  agreed  on  entering 
into  the  inouiry  without  delay;  but  as  he  had  told  many  df 
the  Irish  Members  that  no  important  Irish  busin<!8s  woitild 
come  on  till  after  the  recess^  he  thought  it  but  fair  to  wBit 
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till  their  return  from  the  Assizes,  which  would  probabiv  be 
abcNit  the  9cl  of  April;  oa  whicli  dfiy  he  would  wish  to 
moye  for  the  appointinept  of  a  Committee. 

Sir  John  Newport  ^ied  the  uaoiesof  the  Members  he 
had  iotended  to  propose  for  this  Committee.  Among  which 
were  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  Mr.  Foster »  Mr. 
PoQsonby,  Lord  Costlercagh,  Messrs,  Yaosittart,  Bankes, 
and  \Vm.  Smith. 
The  Hou^  divided  on  the  motion  of  Sir  Joba  Newport* 
Ayes        .        .        .        .        «        44 

Mo^s 71        . 

Majority  ^gaiqst  it     .        *        ^37 

PRIKTEUS. 

Mr.  •  H,  Martin  ro$e»  pursuant  to  notice,  to  move .  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  ^xplain  and  amend  the  Act  of 
the 39th  year  of  the  King,  with  respect,  to  ceruib  penalties 
to  which  all  Printers  and  Publishers  had  been  made  liable  in 
the  cases  therein  mentioned.  It  was  to  be  recollected, 
that  the  Act  in  .question  had  passed  at  a  time  that  the  pub- 
lie  mind  had  been  much  agitated. by  certain  pohtical  socie- 

.  ties«  The  object  of  the  Legislature  in  the  enactments  was 
to  provide  a  reipedy  against  the  sale  and  circulation  of  sedi- 
tious publications  coming  from  those  societies.  The  Act 
was  made  in  a  moment  of  heat,  and  a  g;eneral  stigma 
appeared  to  be  thrown  on  all  {>rinters,  as  if  they  were  all  to 

^  be  suspected  of  wishing  to  disseminate  sedition.  The  remedy 
thougnt  of  against  the  evil  was.  to  require  everv  printed 
book  or  paper  whatever  that  was  distributed,  to  have  the 
name  and  abode  of  the  printer  stated  thereon,  under  a 
penalty  to  the  printer  and  to  the  publisher  of  20/.  for  every 
copy  that  should  be  published  without  it.  The  magistrates, 
on  conviction,  were  imperatively  bound  to  inflict  the  whole 
penalty,  and  there  was  no  appeal  from  a  single  magistrate 
to  the  quarter-sessions.  In  consequence  of  this  highly 
penal  statute,  many  individuals  had  been  convicted  in  enor* 
mous  penalties  for  the  mosp  trifling  omission.  He  should 
state  a  few  cases  ot  peculiar  hardship,  to  show  what  dread- 
ful penalties  might  be  incurred  with  the  most  innocent 
intention.  Penalties  to  the  ^amount  of  100|000/.  had  been 
Boed  for  under  the  following  circumstances  i — A  person, 
who  wished  to  entrap  the  printers  into  a  breach  of  the  law, 
went  round  to  several  of  them,  and  stated  that  he  had  an 
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Ebsivir  edition  of  Cicero,  which  only  wanted  a  title-page  to 
be  perfect.  This  man  prevailed  on  many  of  them  to  print 
this  title*pace  without  potting  their  names  and  abodes 
(which  woula  have  made  the  edition  suspected);  and  having 
prevailed  on  them  to  do  so^  he  sued  them  for  penalties  to  the 
amount  of  lOOyOOO/. ;  but  the  Magistrate,  in  this  instancey 
refnsed  to  convict,  although  the  law  was  imperative.  Ano* 
tb^  printer,  who  lived  in  Patemoster«row,  had  incurred 
penalties  to  the  amount  of  WflOOt.  for  having  omitted  the 
word  London  on  a  paper  printed  as  a  nroposalfor  a  new  set 
of  miiitaiy  drawings.  A  printer  at  Southampton,  of  the 
name  of  Cunningham,  had  actually  been  convicted  in  pe- 
nalties to  the  amount  of  80,000/.  for  a  hand«bill  printed 
at  his  office  in  his  absence,  without  his  name  to  it.  The 
hand-bill  was  only  an  address  of  the  bakers  to  the  inhabi- 
tants, stating  the  expence  of  flour  and  baking*  It  was  most 
evident  that  those  cases,  and  many  others  of  the  same 
description,  were  cases  of  the  greatest  individual  hardship, 
and  tnat  it  was  not  to  such  publications  that  the  law  was 
intended  to  apply.  He  must  also  state,  that  the  printers 
and  publishers  of  any  libel  contained  in  a  hand-bill  were 
exposed  to  indictment,  as  well  as  penalty,  on  every  copy; 
whereas  the  printers  of  a  libel  in  newspapers  were  only  liable 
to  one  indictment  for  the  whole  impression.  After  a  few 
additional  observations,  he  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in 
his  Bill. 

Lord  Tolkntoni  seconded  the  motion,  and  at  the 
same  time  informed  the  House,  that  on  accouot  of  the 
lateuess  of  ilie  hour,  he  wished  to  postpone  his  motion  till 
Thursday. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said,  that  the  honoura- 
ble gentleman  (Nlr.  Martin)  had  certainly  stated  a  case 
whidi  was  deserving  of  serious  consideration,  and  he  should 
therefore  not  oppose  his  motion.  At  the  same  time,  he 
thought  that  it  was  rather  hard  upon  the  Legislature,  that 
when  they  pass  Acts  for  regulating  any  particular  trade,  the 
persofiS  in  that  trade  should  show  so  much  inattention  and 
inadvertence  as  to  incur  such  heavy  penalties,  which  by 
common  care  and  diligence  they  might  have  avoided. 

Mr.  IL  Smith  said,  that  it  was  not  printers  alone,  hot 
he  believed  almost  all  the  Members  of  that  House  were  sub- 
ject, under  this  Act,  to  penalties  greater  than  they  could 
pny.    Whoever  was  in  the  habit  of  bsuing  printed  receipts 
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(or  their  rent,  had  probably  incurred  .c:reater  penalties  than 
his  manors  and  estates  were  worth.  The  words  of  the  Act 
eicpressly  stated  every  printed  paper. 

Afler  a  few  observations  from  Mr.  D.  Giddy,  and  MiT. 
W.  Smithy  leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  Bill. 

SX-OFPICIO   INFOnMATIONS. 

Lord  Folkestone  said,  that  after  sonie  conversation  with 
the  gentlemen  near  him,  be  found  that  Thursday  would  be 
an  inconvenient  day  to  bring  fpnvard  his  motion,  as  the 
Solicitor-General  could  not  be  then  present.  If  the  gentle- 
men on  the  other  side  would  depart  from  their  rule  in  one 
instance^  and  let  his  notice  have  precedence  of  the  orders  of 
the  day  on  Friday,  he  would  wish  to  Ax  that  day. 

TAt  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said,  that  he  could 
not  consent,  as  the  Commercial  Credit  Bill  was  fixed  for 
that  day,  which  (whatever  the  noble  Lord  might  think) 
he  thought  fiilly  as  important. 

After  some  conversation,  the  motion  was  finally  fixed 
for  Thursday  se'nuight, 

Mr.  ShaWj  of  Dublin,  moved  for  leave  to  brine;  in  a 
Bill,  to  extend  to  Ireland,  so  much  of  the  Embezzle- 
ment Act  as  related  to  the  protection  of  masters  from  the 
frauds  of  servants. 

After  some  observations  from  Sir  S.  Romilly  and  the 
Attorney  General^  Mr.  Shaw  withdrew  his  motion,  in 
the  view  that  the  present  Act,  amended,  should  extend 
to  Ireland. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Supply  was  received. 
The  other  orders  of  the  day  were  then  disposed  of,  and 
the  House  adjourned  to  Thursday. 


HOUSE  OF  LQRDS. 

THURSDAY,   MAKCH'SI. 
BANBURY   PEERAGE* 

The  House  met  at  two  o'clock,  according  to  adjoummenly 
on  the  Banbury  Peerage  cause.  The  Earl  of  Radnor  deli- 
vered his  opinion,  whidi  was  not  favourable  to  tlie  claimant. 
Lord  Reclesdale  then  spoke  at  great  length  on  the  same  skle« 
until  five  o^clock ;  when,  upon  the  motion  of  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  the  farther  discussion  of  the  subject  was  ad* 
joumed  till  Monday  next. 
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from  the  CommoDS,  and  read  the  fiist  time^ 


REYCRSION    BILL. 

Earl  Grerocnor  moved  to  discharge  the  order  respecting 
the  Reversion  Bill,  vhich  was  agreed  to.  The  noble  Earl 
then  moved  that  the  Bill  be  read  the  second  time  on  Mon- 
day fir^nnight ;  agreed  io.  His  Lordship  then  moved  Ihat 
the  Lords  be  summoned  for  that  day  ;  agreed  to. 

LIBERTY   OF   CONSCIENCE. 

Earl  Stanhope  said,  that  having  on  a  former  occasion,  in 
stages  of  the  Mutiny  Bill,  been  told  on  one  hand  that  he  had 
laid  no  grounds  for  his  clause;  and  having,  afterwards, 
when  he  had  produced  his  fiicts,  been  told  that  what  be 
wished  to  be  done  would  be  done  much  better  by  a  statute^ 
he  had  accordingly  framed  a  Bill  on  the  subject,  which  he 
should  then  present.  His  Bill  was  entitled,  as  the  nature  of 
the  subject  demanded,  ^'  a  Bill  for  the  belter  security  of  the 
Liberty  of  Conscieooe."  He  should  lay  it  on  the  twie,  and 
he  took  it  for  granted  that  it  would  be  read  the  first  time* 
He  accordingly  presented  the  Bill. 

The  Earl  oflJverpool  said,  that  on  former  occasions, 
some  remarks  had  been  made,  in  consequence  of  some  noble 
Lord  having  thought  that  it  was  a  matter  of  course,  and  of 
right,  that  whc^  a  peer  presented  a  Bill  it  should  be  read 
the  first  time.  But  it  appeared  that  there  was  no  right  of 
that  sort,  and  that  there  was  no  stage  of  proceedings  on  a 
Bill  which  might  not  occasion  discussion.  He  mentioiied 
this  not  from  any  intention  at  present  to  oppose  the  first 
•  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Lor^Grenul/e  made  a  few  remarks  on  the  subject.  His 
Lordship  thought  the  practice  of  the  House  to  be  in  favour 
of  the  rciiding  of  a  Bill  presented  by  a  peer  the  first  time^ 
though  there  might  be  cases  of  a  peculiar  nature  in  which 
an  opposition  might  be  oiTered. 

JLord  Holland  observed,  that,  as  there  did  not  appear  an 
intention  to  oppose  the  first  reading,  it  was  not  necessary  to 
enter  further  into  the  subject. 

Ttie  Bill  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  W9s  read  tim 
first  time. 
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DEBTOR   AND   CREDITOR   LAW. 

Lord  Holland  rose,  aiul  mored,  agreeably  to  his  noticey 

fox  ibe  printing  of  the  proceedings  and  verdict  in  the  case  of . 

the  unfortunate  man  wno  died  in  the  Marshalsea  Jail.    His 

JLiordship  observed,  that  this  was  a  case  of  a  very  important 

nature :  for  nothing,  he  was  sure,  could  be  more  revolting  to 

the  feelings  of  Englishmen,  than  the  unnecessary  sufferings, 

and  particularly  thedeath,  of  an  unhappy  individual  in  a 

prison,  from  the  deprivation  of  the  means  of  supporting 

existence.    The  state  of  the  prisons  of  the  country  was  a 

subject  at  alt  tiroes  deserving  consideration.^  He  meant  io 

impute  no  blaifte  to  any  officer  of  the  Marshalsea  Cpurt; 

and  he  believed  that  Mr.  Jenkins,  who  livedat  the  prison, 

was  free  from  any  imputation.     He  had  been,  since  he  hist 

addressed  their  Lordships  on  the  subject,  to  see  this  prison, 

and  he  considered  it  to  be  quite  unfit  for  its  purposes.  ^There 

were  not  in  it  separate  accommodations,  which  were  proper 

to  be  had  in  such  places,  for  persons  simply  confined  as 

ddbtorsy  and  those  who  were  imprisoned  for  ofiences  of  a 

criminal  description.    Possibly  tne  printing  of  the  proceed  • 

ings,  might  not  give  all  the  materials  that  he  wished  the 

House  and  the  public  to  be  in  possession  of ;  and  therefore 

it  was  desimble  that  the  Jury  should  be  permitted  to  state 

^what  was^ wanting  to  supply  the  facts  and  circumstances  of 

the  case.     He  said  this,  not  to  cast  reflections  ;  though  he 

admitted,  that  on  a.  view  of  the  transaction,  he  did  not 

think  that  he,  had  he  been  on  that  Jury,  would  have  conn 

cuned  i^  the  verdict  given.    He  had  in  view,  in  bringing 

forward  this  matter,  to  make  it  bear  on  the  consideration  of 

the  important  Bill  belbre  the  House.    In  making  his  motion 

for  the  printing,  he  had  to  observe,  that  he  should  have 

moved  for  a  G>mmittee  of  their  Lordships  to  inquire  into 

the  state,  of  this  particular  prison,  and  afterwanls  to  report 

on  the  propriety  of  erecting  a  new  and  more  proper  one,  liaJ 

he  not  been  iaforined  that  progress  was  making  to  that 

effect. 

The  Earl  of  Jylesford  (Lord  Steward  of  the  Household) 
admitted,  that  the  state  of  the  prison  was  to  be  lamented ; 
but  added,  that  a  new  prison,  properly  adapted  for  the  pur« 
pose,  was  building,  aiid  he  believed  \fould  ,  not  be  long  ia 
completion.  He  had  op  objection  to  a  Committee  for  in- 
quiring into  the  mattei,   .  ^ 
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Lord  ElUnborough  observed,  that  it  would  be  qtitfe  ine- 
gulftr  ^o  call  on  jurors  for  any  evklcnoe ;  the  witnesses  in 
the  case  might  be  re-examioed. 
'  The  motion  for  printing  was  ordered. 

Lord  Ilollmid  then  moved  for  a  Committee  to  examine 
matters  touching  the  case  of  the  man  who  died  in  the  prison. 
Agreed  to,  ftem.  diu* 

DOLLARS. 

Ixird  GrenvilU  rose,  and  noticed  the  rise  in  value  of  the 
denomination  of  dollars  which  had  been  made  bjr  the  Direc- 
lon  of  the  Bank  ;  a  measure  which  confounded  the  notions 
he  had  entertained  of  the  Constitution  of  this  country. 
Thnt  measure,  he  understood,  was  sanctioned  by  the  lying's 
Ministers,  with  the  authority  of  the  Priyy  Council,  without 
saying  a  word  to  Parliament  on  so  im{K>rtant  a  subject. 
So  sanctioned,  it  might,  therefore,  be  considered  that  Mini- 
sters were  the  authors  it.  He  was  aware  of  a  wretched 
3 nibble  that  might  be  used,  as  to  tlie  distinction  between 
ollars  and  the  current  coin  of  the  realm ;  but  the  subject 
was  of  far  too  much  importance  to  be  passed  over.  Ho 
tfaeiefoie  moved  for  copies  of  the  notices,  &c.  on  this  sub- 
lecc. 

Eart  Bathursi  said,  that  there  was  a  considerable  dis* 
tinction  between  the  B«'}nk  tokens  and  the  current  coin  of  the 
realm.  The  high  price  of « silver,  from  whatever  cause 
arising,  had  rendered  the  measure  advisable;  and  Mini- 
sters were  perfectly  ready  to  take  upon  themselves  the  re- 
sponsibility of  the  transaction. 

7%e  Earl  of  Lauderdale  contended  for  Lord  Grenville*8 
motion,  and  justified  his  opinion  on  the  subject  by  referring 
io  the  period  of  King  William,  the  reasoning  of  Mr.  Locke^ 
and  all  our  history  on  this  subject. 

Lord  Grtntnlle  explained.  After  what  had  fallen  ffomi 
his  noble  friend  (Earl  Baihurst),  his  charge  was  against  the 
King's  Ministers. 

Earl  Baihurst  explained.  Dollars,  he  said,  were  not  a 
legal  tender^  and  had  been  at  the  option  of  those  who  took 
them. 

Lord  EUenborough  said,  that  it  was  the  Courts  of  law 
that  must  decide  what  was  or  was  not  a  legal  tender.  Cer- 
tainly the  dollars  issued  by  the  Bank  were  not  so. 

Earl  Bathursi  again  explainedun  ! 

The  Earl  of  Ross  argued  in  favour  of  the  measure  fiom 
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some  similar  proceediogs  wliicii  had  been  found  necessary  in 
Ireland,  owins^  loan  apparent  scarcity  of  <^Id.' 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  replied  to  the  last  noble  speaker. 

Harl  Stanhope  thanked  Lord  Grenvillc  for  his  motion, 
and  said  that  there  ivas  anolher'serious  constitutional  view 
of  the  subject.  What  could  prevent  Ministers,  if  so  dis- 
posed, in  such  a  transaction  as  this,  from  the  most  foul  and 
infemal  corruption  in  the  way  of  corrupt  influence,  by  in- 
forming their  fricncjs  of  the  measuces  they  were  about  to 
adopt  or  sanction  ? 

The  papers  were  ordered. 

Lord  .Grcnville  then  moved  for  an  Address  to  the  Prince^ 
Regent,  for  copies  of  all  the  correspbndence  that  Jiad  <aken 
place  between  the  Government  and  the  Governor  and  Com- 
pany of  the  Bank  of  Engrland,  relative  to  this  business ; 
which,  after  a  few  words  from  Earl  Bathurst,  was  likewise 
agreed  to.  i 

AID  TO   PORTUGAL* 

ne  Marquis  of  fVellesley  moved  the  order  of  the  day  on 
the.  Prince  Regent'^  Message. 

The  Message  of  his  Royal  Highness  was  then  read  by  the 
Clerk. 

ITie  Marquis  Wellesleif  thien  rose,  and  said,  that  in  the 
observations  which  he  should  feel  it  his  duty  to  ofier  to  their 
Lordships  on  the  subject  of  his  xoyiA  highness  the  Prince 
Regent's  message  to  Parliament,  he  $hould  not  enter  into 
«Qy  general  grounds,  but  should  rest  upon  public  facts, 
upon  the  wisdom  aqd  upon  the  true  policy  of  the  measure 
he  should  propose*  He  thought  that  it  would  be  disre* 
spectful  to  th^  Hbuse»  to  harbour  a  doubt  of  their  disposi- 
tion to  gmnt  that  aid  to  Portugal  which  the  Prince  Regent's 
ro<hisage  expressed  bis  hopes-  that  he  should  receive  for  that 
object.  He  could  not  imagine  that  in  this  emergency — in  this 
great  crisis  of  the  fortunes  of  our  ancient  and  faithful  ally — 
m  the  plenitude  of  exertions  she  was  making — their  Lord- 
ships would  interpose  any  check  to  the  giving  the  full 
benefit  of  the  effect  of  those  great  exertions  in  the  cause  of 
the  independence  of  Portugal,  against  the  usur()ntion  and 
oppression  of  the  common  enemy,  which  they  had  already 
encouraged  and  supported.  The  object  of  the  mes$age  of 
the  Prince  Regent  rested  not  ujxiti  any  speculation  concern- 
ing what  might  arise,  but  upon  the  solid  ground  of  ex- 
perience ;  on  this  plain  reason^  that  the  aid  we  had  already 
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afforded,  so  far  from  having  produced  any  of  those  bad  eon- 
sequences  which  some  ha,d  predicted,  had  actually  produced 
ffreat  beneficial  efiects,  not  merely-  as  £ir  as  it  concerned  tlio 
immediate  application  of  that  aid,  but  as  it  had  aroused  and 
stimulated  Portugal  to  far  greater  exertions  than  that  countrv 
had  ever  made  before,  upon  any  occasion ;  exertions  which 
were  unparalleled  by  any  nation  of  the  same  extent.  The 
results otodr  aid  had  been  seen  gradually,  but,  under  all  the 
circumstances,  had  shewn  themselves  in  astonishing  rapi* 
dity :  from  small  beeinuings  indeed,  in  the  first  iastance, 
these  great  results  had  been  produced  under  the  auspices  of 
this  country,  and  especially  by  the  care  and  skill  of  those 
valiant  and  excellent  officers,  whom  we  had  sent  into  Portu* 
gal  to  animate  the  courage  and  to  discipline  the  habits  of 
that  people.  By  our  means,  corps  had  been  raised  and 
embodied  with  a  degree  of  skill  and  discipline  scarcely 
exceeded,  and  in  a  time  so  much  shorter  than  could  have 
been  expected.  Their  Lordships  were  called  upon  to  see 
the  result  of  the  measures  already  taken,  not  only  as  it  ap^ 
plied  to  the  army  sent  to  Portugal,  but  as  it  applied  to  the 
whole  system  of  measures  for  the  defence  of  that  country : 
not  merely  to  those  Portuguese  soldiers  who  now  formed 
irgular  troops  in  our  pay — ^the  partners  in  our  glories— 4he 
«  partners  in  the  prudence  and  disciplinie,  and  -skill  and 
,  courage,  of  the  British  array  under  that  great  Commander 
who  had  the  general  direction  of  the  whole ;  but  also  to  all 
those  other  numerous  advantages  which  flowed  to  the  miliv 
taryseryice  from  the  general  system  which  had  been  adopted 
and  continued.  In  this  latter  view  of  the'  subject,  their 
Lordships  had  to  look,  not  merely  at  the  militia  that  had 
been  raiscd-r^that  powerful  arm  of  military  service — but 
alsQ  at  thie  numbers  of  armed  peasantry,  which  might  be 
,  called  the  armed  mass  of  the  people.  (Hear  I)  The 
result  had  proved  and  maiiifestecf  that  which  he  had  never 
heard  doubted  but  in  that  House^  that  we  had  created  a 
roost  efficient  and  formidable  regular  force^  aided  by  a 
great  irregular  force.  Ther^  wi^s,  then,  a  great  regukur 
torce  to  act  against  the  enemy's  ai^ny,  with  the  immense 
advantages  to  be  derived  from  so  numerous  an  irregular  onei 
mutually  to  assist  each  oth^r,  and  to  co-operate  or  concen** 
f  rate  as  the  exigencies  of  the  case  might  require.  He  men* 
tioncd  this  the  move  particularly,  that  it  might  be  considered 
how  much  the  formation  of  a  great  regular  force  had  given 
'the  means  and  facilities  to  the  formatioff  of  the  irreguhir 
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force  of  the  peasantry  of  the  country.  What  had  been  the 
practical  eflPect  of  this  system  ?  He  had  met  with  nobody 
that  coold  deny  that  it  had  defended  and  maintained  that- 
country  against  a  most  powerful  French  army.  It  was 
impossible  to  deny  that  every  branch  of  the  service  had  not 
greatly  contributed  to  this  desirable  object.  Upon  all 
ancient  principles  in  our  public  conduct,  upon  all  the 
sacred  principles  of  public  faith,  upon  all  grounds  of  wise 
and  just  policy,  we  had  viewed  Portugal  as  the  ally  of  this 
country.  In  all  our  views  of  that  nation,  we  had  so  re- 
garded it ;  none  had  ever  doubted  of  the  importance  of  the 
allhince;  all  had  thought  that  great  effects  miglit  result 
from  it.  One  condition  onlv  was  stated,  namely,  that  Por- 
tugal herself  should  make  all  the  exertions  in  her  power  in 
her  own  defence.  This,  at  the  present  moment,  she  was 
doing  in  a  way,  and  to  an  extent,  unparalleled  in  her  his* 
tory.  (Hear  \)  This  was  the  practical  result  of  our  ope- 
Tations.  which  were  most  important,  also,  in  other  points  of 
view.  He  would  not  enter  into  other  topics ;  but  he  thought 
that  nobody  could  deny  that  our  defence  of  Portugal  was 
most  important  to  the  interests  of  the  whole  of  the  Peninsula. 
Farther  on  that  particular  branch  of  the  subject  he  should 
then  decline  to  enter,  though  he  was  not  indisposed  io  do  so  t 
but  let  any  one  see  how  great  an  object  it  would  become, 
sliouldsome  favourable  event  take  place  in  Spain,  and  th« 
effect  it  must  then  have  on  the  next  campaign.  {Hear ! 
hearX)  Would  not  their  Lordships,  under  tnese  circum'^ 
stances,  continue  their  aid,  already  so  beneficially  applied  ; 
or  wouhl  they  now,  with  a  rash — (be  would  not  wisn  ia  use 
too  strong  an  expression)^bttt  would  they,  with  an  untimely 
hand,  come  down  that  night  and  declare,  that  they  would 
intercept  the  progress,  that  they  would  stop  the  conrac  and 
track  of  their  success,  by  withholding  those  supplies  which 
were  necessary,  to  their  continuance  ?  The  question  now 
before  them  was,  not  whether  they  were  to  excite  assistance 
in  Portugal  to  the  common  cause — ^whether  they  weie  to 
begin  to  arouse  the  slumbering  energies  of  a  base  and  a  de« 
proved  nation :  it  was  not  so ;  but  it  was,  whether  or  no 
we  should  avail  ounelves  of  those  e&rtsand  energies  wbicii 
were  actually  in  existenoe^wfaether  we  should  damp  the 
spirit  of  resistance,  and  destroy  the  flame  ^  iadependcoee ; 
or  feed  its  frowiog  strength,  and  allow  it  its  full  and  naUurai 
course.  We  were  not  ^led  upon  now  by  acts  of  incite- 
ment to  raise  that  saiion>  but  to  oootinue  those effntt  which 
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had  been  so  successful  already.  Would  we  deprive  ourselyes 
and  that  counirj  of  the  ^^reat  advantages  already  gained  ? 
He.  wished  to  keep  clear  ot  questions  on  which  there  might 
and-  must  be  many  opportunities  of  discussion  :  but  omitting 
them»  ho  should  say,  that  every  maxim  of  faith,  of  wiadom, 
of  experience  from  all  history,  every  just  view  of  tbe  means 
of  prosecuting  the  great  contest  in  which  we  were  necessarily* 
engaged,  must  induce  their  Lordsiiips  to  concur  in  tbc 
motiou  be  was  about  to  have  the  honour  of  submitting  to 
them*  One  ^other  topic  he  should  presume  to  touch 
upon*  His  roval  highness  the  Prince  Regent  had,  as  their 
Lordships  well  kne^,  declared  his  earnest  desire  to  delirer 
back  into  the  Imiuls  of  hb  Royal  Father,  as  speedily  as  pos- 
sible, th^  whole*  state  of  the  public  affairs  unimpaired. 
Would  any  of  their.  Lordships  wish  now  to  deprive  bis 
Royal  Highness  of  the  means  of  restoring,  in  an  unimpaired 
Ktate,  that  branch  of  tlie  public  service  which  was  ot  such 
high  importance  to  the  real  honour,  to  the  true  interests,  and 
to  the  solid  glory  of  the  country  ?  He  should  not  trespass 
larther  upon  their  attention ;  butshould  conclude  by  moving 
an  Address  to  the  Prince  Regent  ia  answer  to  his  gracious 
Message.  (Similar  to  that  moved  and  passed  in  theCommons.) 
ZiOrd  Grcnoille  said,  ihat  one  of  the  topics  which  his 
noble  Friend  iiad  adopted  in  the  course  of  his  speech,  was 
of  a  nature  so  singulari  that  he  was  at  a  loss  in  what 
manner  to  treat  it.  That  topic  was,  the  propriety  of 
fallowing  the  same  system  with  regard  to  Portugal  which 
was  acted  on  previous  to  his  Majesty's  illness,  that  no 
alteration  might  be  experienced  on  his  expected  recovery. 
.  He  certainly  did  feel  that  their  Lordships  stood  in  m 
peculial'  and  unexampled  situation ;  one  which,  though 
it  did  not  admit  of  any  relaxation  of  duty  on  their  part,  yet 
infused  doubts  as  to  the  manner  of  discharging  it.  It  was 
too  notorious,  that  in  consequence  of  the  calamity  which 
had  fallen  upon  his  Majesty,  and  the  measures  adopted  in 
consequence,  the  constitutional  relations  between  the  Crown 
and  Parliament,  and  between  Ministers  and  Parliamenr, 
were  in  some  degree  suspended.  But  he  had  no  idea  that 
on  this  accountj  the  functions  of  Parliament  were  to  be  sus- 
pended also;  or  that  it  was^not  their  Lordships  duty  to 
consider,  what  was  the  actual  situation  of  the  country,  and 
what  its  future  prospects ;— he  had  no  idea,  in  fine,  that  it 
was  their  sole  duty  to  look  back  to  what  was  the  state  of  the. 
country  on  the  85th  of  October  last,  and  only  to  keep  it  in 
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that  situation,  till  the  period  of  his  Majesty's  recoirery  and 
resumption  of  authority.  He  did  (eel,  however,  even  after 
all  the  glories  and  triumphs  which  we  were  supposed  to  have 
gained  since  the  S6th  of  Octoher,  that  our  situation  was 
siitl  disastrous;  that  the  wheels  of  that  tremendons  revoiu^ 
lion  which  had  overwelmed  the  Continent  were  still  rollins: 
on  with  UDinterrupted  career :  and  he  should  be  happy,  if 
Ministers  could  again  deliver  up  the  country  into  ibe  hund^ 
of  his  Majesty,  in  the  same  state  in  whicli  it  was  at  the 
before*mentioned  peri^.  Ministers  bad  neither  stopped 
the  wheels  of  revolution,  nor  arrested  the  pros^ress  of 
national  calauiity ;  which  he  could  not  but  consider  as 
hastening  on  with  accelerated  strides;  and  he  must  say, 
that  a  more  disastrous  proposition  could*  not  be  made  to 
that  Hot2se»  than  that  the  Prince  Regent  should  not  look  to 
the  principle  ofadmlnistcring  the  affairs  of  the  country,  sons 
to  promote  the  best  advantages  of  his  subjects,  according  to 
his  oath  ;  but  should  act  upon  those  cold  and  narrow  views 
as  if  it  was  his  only  duty  that  our  affairs  should  be  so 
administered  as  to  leave  them  in  the  sam^  state,  and  coo** 
ducted  upon  the  same  system,  in  which  he  found  thenu 
Ck>nfident  he  was,  that  his.  Royal  Highness  never  viel^^ed 
the  trust  that  was  committed  to  him  this  light;  and  their 
Lords^iips  were  also  bound  to  consider-  in  what  manner  by 
their  counsels  they  could  best  promote  the  interests  of  their 
fellow-subiects,  unfettered  by  any  system,  and  conscious 
that  thus  tney  would  best  promote  the  glory  and  happiness 
of  the  King.  At  present  he  would  not  enter  upon  any 
large  discussion  of  our  foreign  policy  ;•  and  the  opinions 
which  he  was  about  to  delivershould  rest  only  on  his  views 
of  the- actual  situation  of  this  country.  Their  Lordships 
would  observe,  that  no  explanation  whatever  had  been 
given  of  the  amount  of  th^  assistance  that  was  proposed  to 
be  given  to  Portugal.  This  was  a  remarkable  circumstance, 
and  he  Tiever  recollected  a  similar  omission  on  any  former 
occasion.  It  was  the  more  remarkable,  as  the  whole  ques* 
tion  seemed  to  be  aTgued  as  if  it  was  meant  to  propose 
nothing  more  than  the  sum  that  had  been  given  last  year* 
He  should  have  concluded  from  the  speech  of  the  noble 
Lord,  that.Dptbing  more  was  proposed  than  a  renewal  of 
the  vote  of  tlie  former  session,  which  was  one  million  ster- 
ling, in  order  to  keep  up  the  same  force  in  Portugal. 
Could  it  be  conceived  from  the  noble  Lord^s  speech,  that 
it  was  now  proposed  to  double  that  sum  ?  Or  was^his  grant 
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to  be  considered  so  much  of  a  matter  of  course*  that  the 
amount  of  it  was  not  worth  specifying?  The  real 
question  for  the  consideration  of  the  House  was,  whether 
the  situation  and  circumstances  of  this  country  were  such 
as  to  make  ii  prudent  and  politic  to  expend  two  millions  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  Portuguese  forces.  Neithbr  had 
any  information  heen  given  as  to  the  mode  of  its  applica* 
lion.  Last  year  an  estimate,  however  imperfect,  had  been 
made  on  that  subject ;  but  now  nothing  was  said  of  it ;  and  ' 
the  House  remained  ignoraitt,  whether  it  was  to  be  ex* 
pended  in  the  formation  and  mnintenance  of  an  additional 
jorce,  or  whether  it  was  to  be  applied  to  the  Civil  Govem^i* 
ment  of  Portugal.  On  nil  these  subjects  the  House  was 
left  utterly  in  the  dark.  He  had  no  hesitation  in  declaring 
it  to  be  his  conviction p  that  on  the  system  tiow  acted  upon 
by  Ministers^  their  Lordships,  by  satictionitig  this  Resolu- 
tion, would  go  on  rapidly  accumulating  the  already  over- 
ivhelming  expenditure  of  the  country,  and  would  accelerate 
that  ruin  which  was  fast  apptoaching.  What  he  objected 
to  was,  the  whole  system  of  policy  pursued  by  Ministers. 
He  must  contend)  that  the  situation  of  the  (Continent  was 
such,  that  unless  weh.nd  some  hopes  of  gre«it  mifiiary  efforts 
arising  to  our  assistance,  it  was  quite  impossible  for  this 
country  alone  to  arrest  ihe  progress  of  that  Power  who  at 

f  resent  possessed  the  military  control  of  the  greater  part  of 
111  rope.  He  wished  here,  however,  to  guard  himself 
against  any  misrepresentation  of  what  be  bad  said*  It  had 
been  at  all  times  the  policy,  and  never  could  be  but  moat 
desirflble  for  this  country  to  contribute  its  utmost  efforts  to 
preserve  or  restore  the  independence  of  the  Continent,  fte 
trusted  that  a  time  might  come,  when  this  country  might 
interfere  with  effect  in  setting  bounds  to  that  tyranny  by 
which  Europe  was  oppressed.  But,  then,  it  must  be  re- 
collected, that  its  power  and  resources  were  essentially  and 
principally  maritioie,  and  that  it  could  never  interfere  with 
effect  without  the  co-operation  of  some  great  military 
power  on  the  Continent.  The  system  at  present  pursued 
required  exertions  greater  than  could  be  cootitiued  till  that 

Sriod  arrived  when  England  might  co-operiite  with  effeclfe. 
othing,  certainly,  could  be  more  desirable,  either  oa 
principles  of  policy,  or  from  the  natural  dictates  of  every 
mind  that  had  the  least  love  of  freedom,  than  that  Spam 
should  be  delivered  from  the  yoke  of  France.  Would  to  God 
there  was  any  hope  or  prospect  of  a  deliverance  so  glorious^ 
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« 

and  no  man  woold  be  more  willing  than  be  was  to  make 
jevety  sacrifice  for  the  attainment  of  so  great  an  object^ 
Tbe  same  might  be  said  as  to  the  importance  of  the  inde* 

Bmdence  of  Portugal.     It  was  not  necessary  to  remind  ibe 
oose  of  the  existence  of  our  ancient  alliance  with  that 
country  :  £ngland  bad  a  manifest  interest  in  supporting  its 
judepeodence;  and  tbe  common  feelings  of  all  mankind 
dictated  hatred  to  its  oppressor.      **  But  then/'  said  bis 
Lordshipy  '^  in  managing  ibe  affairs  of  a  great  nation,  yon 
must  not  only  consult  wnat  is  your  interest,  and  what  are 
yx)ur  wishes,  but  also  consider  this  most  material  pointy 
whether  your  efforts  are  ^ikeiy  to  be  successful,  and  whether 
in  misapplying  those  efTorts  by  premature  or  ill-timed  exer- 
tion^you  uiay  not  only  fail  of  accomplishing  your  object,  but 
eVen  weaken  your  means  of  defence,  and  of  interference  at 
some  more  fortunate  opportunity."    He  would  therefore 
once  more  call  upon  the  House  to  consider  well  the  pro- 
spects of  tbe  country,  to  husband  its  resources  for  the  more 
noble  object  of  effecting  that  which  in  his  mind  their  pre- 
sent efforts  were  unable  to  accomplish.     He  would  intrent 
tbem  to  reflect  on  the  great  and  irreparable  losses  which 
had  been  sustained  in  the  attempts  to  support  tbe  cause  of 
Spain.   Let  them  look,  also,  at  the  state  of  Portugal*  They 
were  told,  indeed,  that  up  to  this  moment  the  enemy  had 
'Dot  been  able  to  achieve  the  conquest  of  that  country.     Bat 
what  was  tbe  fact?    Why,  the  British,  army  occupied  a 
ground  that  was  completely  circumscribed  by  the  enemy; 
and  tbe  noble  Lord  bad  not  expressed  a  hope,  that  with  even 
this  additional  enormous  saciifice,  Portugal  would  be  de« 
fended,  or  that  even  the  small  slip  of  territory  that  was  oc- 
cupied by  the  army  would  be  successfully  maintained.    If 
it  was  in  our  power  to  defend  Portugal,  most  gladly  woi|ld 
he  do  it ;    but  the  system  that  was  now  pursued,  while  it  in 
no  degree  promoted  tbe  interests  of  that  country,  created 
an  enormous  drain  on  tbe  resources  of  this,  which  might 
eventually  unfit  it  for  future  exertions  and  a  future  struggle. 
On  the  efforts  made  by  Portugal  herself,. he  shoula  sajr 
nptlilng.     He  was  the  last  man  who  would  wish  to  detract 
from  the  merit  of  men  who  were  arm<^d  in  their  country's 
cause;  God  forbid,  that  any  such  sentiment  should 'drop 
from  his  lips!  It  was  the  doctrine  be  had  long  held,  that  toe 
combination  of  an  irregular  force,  with  regular  troops,  was 
tbe  mode  best  adapted  for  the  defence  of  a  country.    But 
0)e  question  he  wished  tp  di^oi^s  was  of  ^  much  higher  iia* 
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ture  ;  it  was,  wlieiher  theie  existed  afty  rational  prospect  of 
producing  any  advantage  \o  the  pub^c.  in   this  country 
adequate  to  the  burdens  which  the  system  created.    Thi^ 
ivas  a  question  which  deserved  attention  even  at  periods  oF 
the  greaitst  prosperity:    **but  now,*'  said   his  Lordship, 
"  you  are  much  more  bound  to  pause  upon  it,  when  you 
resect  what  are  the  circtknistances  and  situation  of  your 
own  country*    I  have  ho  wish  to  add  to  those  alarms  whicH 
are  so  generally  diffused,  or  to  aggravate  those  fears  which 
begin  to  be  entertained,  with  regard  to  the  financial  diffi- 
culties of  the  country ;    but  tliat  man's   mind   must  be 
strangely  constructed  indeed,  who  could  shut  his  eyes  on 
the  financial  difficulties  and  embarrassments  which  every 
day  press  upon  us."    He  looked  upon  the  proposition  as 
extremely  ill-timed  in  the  present  period  of  the  Session.   He 
did  not  know  of  any  instance  of  a  subsidy  being  proposed 
before   Parliament  had   made   provision    for   home   ser- 
vices.    It  was  the  constant  practice  to  provide  for  the 
army  and  navy,  and  settle  the  finances  of  the  country^ 
before  any  idea  was  entertained  of  making  such  grants 
as  the  present  for  the  service  of  foreign  troops.      This 
was  the  former  practice ;    and  it  was  one  of  great  ad- 
vantage to  the  public  service,  because  it  enabled  the  Legis* 
lature  to  hold  a  just  balance  between  the  sacrifices  to  be 
made,  and  the  exertions  required,  between  the  revenue  and 
the  expenditure  of  the  countr3\     Why  should  this  measure 
be  brought  forward  until  it  ishould  be  ascertained  what  re- 
sources the  country  possessed  for  its  own  defence  and  the 
defence  of  its  commerce— -at  least  if  Ministers  meojit  to 
ieave  any  commerce  to  defend  i    Ail  that  was  yet  kno^n 
Was,  that  Parliament  had  been  told  that  the  revenue  of  the 
empire  had  lately  fallen  off,  that  some  financial  difficulties 
had  arisen  in  Ireland.    It  was  said,  indeed,  that  the  reve- 
nue of  this  country   had  increased ;  but  if  he  was  not 
greatly  mistaken,  the  accounts  Were  fallacious — the  asser* 
lions  on  that  head  were  as  greatly  over-stated,  as  the  failure 
of  the  revenue  in  Ireland  was  under-rated.    There  was,  be- 
sides, this  m&terial  consideration,  that  in  former  periods,- 
when,  from  whatever  causes  there  was  a  temporary  falling- 
cffof  any  branch  of  the  revenue,  the  country  still  retained 
a  growing  and  constantly  increasing  commerce,  whicli 
constantly  afforded  new  resources — which  bore  the  public 
through  all  their  difficulties— which  enabled  the  country  to 
contend  with  success  against  a  host  of  enemies,  and  even 
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tiow  enaUies  it  to  present  to  tbe  enemy  a  proud  front  of  de^ 
Hance.  But  the  root  of  all  this  power  was  to  be  found  ia 
the  agricoltnre  and  the  commerce  of  the  countiy.  Now. 
with  respect  to  the  agricuhnrej  what  was  its  situation  K 
Why^  Pariiament  had  been  caUed  o^n  to  establish  a  sjstem 
-which  mnsl  ruin  or  at  least  depress  its  interests,  in  order  to 
saye  the  colonial  system  from  ntter  destroctioo.  As  to  the 
commerce  of  the  country,  what  conclusion  was  to  be  drawn 
with  r^ard  to  itsstate,  when  a  loan  of  six  millions  to  the  ' 
merchants  and  Knanufi^cturers  was  proposed  on  tlie  ground 
of  its  absolute  necessity,  in  o;rdey  to  preserve  your  commerce 
and  ma,nufactnres  from  cbmplete4»ubversion?  He  had  ad- 
verted to  ihe  sul^ect  of  agriculture  and  commerce  merely 
because  they  formed  the  resources  to  which  tbe  country 
was  to  look  for  supplying  its  financial  drains.  He  bad  al* 
ways  doubted  the  policy  of  the  meicantiie  loan  in  1799; 
but  there  was  this  difference  between  that  case  and  the  pre- 
sent^tbat  tbe  former  arose  from  a  want  of  due  confidence, 
but  now  the  difficulty  consisted  in  the  stagnation  of  com- 
merce itself.  His  sole  object  in  noticing  these  thingSj^  was^ 
to  remark  tbe  singular  period  chosen  to  make  this  great  ad«» 
dition  to  the  Portuguese  subsidy.  The  House  hac)  h^a 
told,  that  it  was  called  for^  not  only  by  fpolicy^  but  by  the 
good  faith  and  antient  amity  whicn  had  subsisted  between 
the  two  countries.  But  there  was  another  countrt  more 
^ear  and  dear  to  us — ^  country  to  which  our  attention  was 
infinitely  more  due,  with  which,  in  fact,  pur  interests  were 
identified — aud  that  was  Ireland.  The  noble  Lord  bad 
spoken  of  financial  exertions ;  but  what  if  we'  should 
happen  to  be  called  upon  tolpaytwo  millions  also  to  Ire* 
land  i  I  wopid  ask  what  meads  Ministen  propose  to  adopts 
in  order  to  fill  up  the  deficiencies  in  the  revenue  of  that 
country  ?  Look  first  at  tbe  Ways  and  Means,  and  the 
taxes  of  the  year;  the  revenue  of  Ireland  was  more  than 
half  a  million  below  the  charge  of  its  debt,  leaving  nothing 
for  the  current  charges  of  the  government  In  such  dr* 
cbmstances^  I  should  be  well  assured  that  no  financial  aid 
was  necessary  for  that  country,  before  I  gave  my  consent 
to  t>he  present  motion.  These  were  the  grounds  on  which 
lie  should  give  the  measure  Iris  decided  negative— because 
he  entertained  no  hopes  of  effectually  defending  the  Pe» 
jifnstria — because  this  system  of  increasing  expenditure  was 
fast  sinking  tbe  country  in  thegulf  of  inextricable  ruin-«^ 
aud  because  ih^  measure,  even,  if  fit  at  another  time^  was 
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lUteHy  unfit  At  present)  wbea  h^  was  ignorant  whether  the 
resources  of  the  kingdom-ooqld  he^r  tBe  extraordinary  ex« 
penditure.  , 

•  The  Earl  of  Lherp0ol  saidi  he  felt  foqie  diffipultv  ia 
replying  to  the  nohle  Baron,,  as  Uie  principal  points  of  his 
arirunientwere  derived  from  subjects  ;wliich  were  not  before 
the  Uouie.  .  He  wafi  aware  tbat  Vbe  noble  Baron  bad  lately 
adopted  it  as  a  principle  of  policy^  not  to  aflTord  any  militarjr 
or  cvpn  pecuniary  aid  to  the  imtions  of  the  Continent.  The 
noble  buiron  ^ko  opposed  tin;  grant  to  the  Peninsula,  last 
scs^on^upon,  as  be.slateijj  hjsdcep  conviction  of  the  utter 
liopeIc$fness  of  the  contest.  Tbc  noble  Baron,  and  other 
noble  lords,  wbo  thought  .with  him,  maintained  that  the 
time  for.  ass|st,iu^  Spain  and  Portugal  had  gone  by — tliat 
liotUiug  c#ttld  be  expected  from  any  efforts  in  their  service. 
I'fie  experiment)  however,  had  been  made,  and  had  suc- 
i^cedcd  beyond  the  roost  sanguine  expectations  of  those  who* 
rccommcuded  itt  The  vote,  therefore,  to  which  the  House 
ili^as  called  upon  to  agree,,  rested  upon  the  grounds  of  the 
exertions  already  made,  exertions  ivliich  some  noble  lords 
di  the  other  sidp  considered  as  visionary  and  impracticable, 
and  which  evefi  himself  did  not  believe  would  be  produc- 
tive of  those  great  advantages  that  had  been  derived  from 
them.  Upon  the  general  principle,  of  subsidizing  foreign 
powers,  it  was  not  now  necessary  for  Iiim  to  address  their 
lordships.  The  practice  had  its  advantages  and  disadvan- 
tages. If  it  soipctimes  prevented  nations  from  exerting 
their  own  energies,  it  fully  answered  ou  other  occasions  all 
tJhe  purposes  that  wcre^expccted  from  it.  But  the  argument 
of  its  preveutiujc:  national  exertion,  was  wholly  inapplicable 
to  Poitugal.  The  government  of  that  country  had  made 
exertions,  greater^  perhaps,  than  had  ever  been  displayed  by 
any  government  under  similar  circumstances.  They  had 
ttshcniblcd  a  military  force,  including  regulars  and  militia, 
which  amounted  to  between  eightj'  and  ninety  thousand  meu. 
This  was  exclusive  of  the  Oruenanza,'  another  most  useful 
description  of  force.  Witli  res))cct  to  the  quality  of  the 
Portuguese  regulars  and  milifin,  he  would  appeal  to  many 
eminent  oiliocrs  now  in  London,  who  had  witnessed  their 
bravery  in  the  field,  and  sonic  of  wliom  had  led  on  their  bat- 
talions at  Bu^aco,  and  other  places.  They  would  tell  th(f 
noble  Baron,  and  other  noble  lords,  who  might  be  as  inore- 
duhuis,  in  this  rcsjjcct,  as  he  professes  himself  toTxr,  thai* 
f hdr  conduct  on  t|iesc  occasions'  would  have  done  credit  'lo 
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M^yinxlitaty  whatever.  They  realized  that  wbich'  roanjr 
believed  to  be^  impossible,  aiid  which  even  the  most  sari* 
guine  sopposjod  to  be  doubtfuL  The  noble  Kiron  had  Ex- 
pressed some  doubts  respecting  the  ajyplication  -df  ihxH 
subsidy.  He  was  happy  to  have  it  in  hts  p6wer  to  rcniovc 
any  fears  that  might  be  entertained  on  tluit  head.  The  two 
millions  were  to  be  applied  to  military  purposes,  and  to 
-military  purposes  only.  Hewbhed  iilso  to  remove  the  er* 
roncous  impression,  that  this  erreat  sum  was  to  be  remitted  to 
Portu^l  in  specie  or  bills.  Far  from  it ;  a  very  large  pro^ 
portion  of  it  would  be  sent  out  in  articles  necessary  to  enable 
the  Portuguese* troops  to  keep  the  field ;  clothing,  aromnni- 
tion»  provisions,  &c.  Some  part  of  it  would  also  be  applied 
to  the  payment  of  such  debis  as  the  Portuguese  government 
had  contracted  above' their  revenue.  Four-fifths' ■  of  the 
income  of  that  country  had  been  applied  to  raise 'an()  mtkiny^ 
tain  the  respectable  military  force  of  which  he  had  ju^ 
spoken.  A  small  part  of  the  subsidy,  in  addition  to  the 
supplies  that  might  be  expected  from  the  Portuguese  sett !(^ 
ments,  would  cover  this  defalcation,  and  give  addItton:il 
vigour  to  the  credit  of  the  Government.  It  was  not,  liow- 
cver,  in  this  view,  though  he  could  not  help  thinking  it 
entitled  to  some  consideration,  that  be  called  upon  the 
House  to  support  the  Addres^  but  upon  the  grounds  of  the 
exertions  that  havie  been  made.  He  would  ask  no  person  to 
vote  for  it,  if  he  did  not  think  that  (he  future  exertions  of 
the  Portuguese  Government  would  exceed  ^bat  tlicy  had 
already  b^.  Without  following  the  noble  Baron  in,  h\h 
observations  on  general  politics,  he  would  say,  that  tht*  co?i- 
test  oh  the  Peninsula  was.  not  more  the  cnuseof  Spain  and 
Portugal  than  of  Great  Britain  herself,  taken  even  in  -  the 
dryest  view  of  it.  Upon  reference  to  the  politics  of  their  an- 
cesion,  it  would  be  found,  that  the  Peninsula  was  nhvAy& 
an  object  of  particular  interest  with  them.  Koilic  of  the  best 
blopd  of  the  country  had  been  shed  in  its  support  and 
defence.  Their  Lordships  would  even  find  a  n^sointion 
upon  their  journals  (a  most  imprudent' one,' however,  in  his 
opinion)  declaring  that  no  peace  should  be  made  Vvitii 
France,  so  long  as  Spain  shoukl  be  in  the  Viands  of  ooe  of 
the  family  then  seated  on  the  French  throne. '  Btit  though 
tJie  practice  of  subsidizing  foreign  power^  Knight  be  liable  to 
great  objections*  if  it  were  to  be  judged  of  iVom  the  recent 
exam{rfes  of  some  of  the  Continental  govenmientd,  he  would 
QOtwithstaoding.  maintain,  that  these  objectioris  were  mnf^ 
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could  not  be  etpected  to  be^acquatnted.  If  the  issue  of  the 
cootett  should  prove  such,  us  be  for  bis  own  part  una  not 
sangnule  enough  to  hope  for,  then  he  would  snr  that  their 
pioporflion  <was  a  j;ood  one,  and  that  they  were  entitled  to 
the  thanks  of  tlie  country. 

The  motion  was  then  carried  without  a  dimion,  * 

Adjourned, 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

THI7A8DAY,   MAECH  £1. 
MARINE   MUTINY   BILL* 

Mr.  Yarke,  in  tnoving  that  the  Lords*  amendments  in  the 
llarinc  Mutiny  Bill  be  agreed  lo,  felt  it  necessary  to  state  to 
Ihe  House  the  nature  of  an  amendmept  which  bad  been 
made  to  the  Bill  in  the  House  of  Lords.  The  Bill  had 
beea  prepared  iu  the  usual  form,  and  oonslH]ueiit)y  on  the 
face  of  it' provided  for  the  regulation  of  his  Majcaty^s  Ma« 
rine  forces  while  serving  on  shore  in  the  British  dominions 
only.  A  doubt  had  arisen  whether  the  Act,  or  the  articles 
of  war  founded  on  it,  could  cj^teod  to  mario^  serving  on 
shore  in  a.  foreign  country,  and  not  immediately  detach* 
ments  ftojxi  his  Majestv^  vessels  upon  that  sialion.  In 
serving  as  detach  meiits  they  would  be  subject  to  the  prori* 
sions  of  the  Marine  Mutiny  Bill.  Cut  there  was  a  brigade 
of  marines  now  serving  in  Portugal  which  could  not  ootne 
within  the  description  of  detachments  from  the  vessels  on 
that  station,  and  the  doubt  had  arisen  how  far  the  provisions 
of  the  Marine  Mutiny  Bill  coukl  be  considered  to  extend 
to  them.  An  amendmeit  was  introduced  by  the  Lords  ta 
remove  that  doubt,  and  that  was  the  amendment  which  he 
had  felt  it  his  duty  thus  to  explain  to  the  House. 

The  amendgiieut  was  then  agreed  to,  and  Mr.  Robert 
"^ard  ordeiod  to  acquaint  their  Lordships  witii  the  concur^ 
n^ce  of  that  House  tbea*in. 

.  General  Gascogne  put  off  his  motion  relative  to  the  half* 
pay  of  the  Army,  from  Tuesday  next,  to  Tuesday  the  second 
of  April,  on  account  of  the  probable  absence  of  the  Chan* 
oellor  of  the  £xcbcquer  and  Lord  Falmerstone  on  the  former 
day. 

A  mes^e  from  the  Lordf  jnfonned  the  House  that  their 
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Lonl&bipa  had  iiglted  to  the  JSt||crMaiittfactareiB*;  BUI  with- 
out any  amendmeaU*    .'  .    '  ^    '  . 

STATE   OP  THE   tViZsk   IN   INDIA.        > 

Xorcf  Archibald  IlatMUon^  in  rising  to  submit  his  motion 
for  capies^of  all,  Orders  and  regulations  respecting  the  Press 
in  India^  felt  it  npcess^ry  to  statc^  no^  only  what;  bis  ojbiject 
was,  but  wLcit  bis  oiyect  was  not.  It  was  not  his  intention  in 
that  instanqs  to  findjiult  with  any  oi' the  regulations  to  whicli 
Ins  motion  referred.  All  heask(xl  was,  that  an  opportunity 
might  be. afforded, him  of  knowing,  what  were  the  laws 
which  were  in  existence  upon  tliis' subject.  The  late  trials 
which  bad  tak^n  place  at  Madras  would,  in  his  opinion, 
alTord  a  sufficient  ground  for  his  motion  ;  but  upon  the  ge^ 
neral  reason  of  the  case,  he  felt  he  was  still  more  strongly 
fortified  in  calUu>?  for  the  information  he  wished  to  have 
produced.  He  wished  the  Hbuse  to  be  informed,  what  was 
the  law  that  existed  xespecting  the  press  in  India,  and  what 
the  penally  to  be  incurred  by  the  transgression.  He  waft 
aware  that  i^  mij^htbe  urgedagainst  him,  that,  though  there 
might  be  no  positive,  law,  a  long  practice  was  sufficient  to 
establish  an  usage/and  that  such  usaff^  must  have  theeffi-* 
tacy  of  law*  But  he  would  not  admit  that  any  usage, 
unsupported  by  law,  could  justify  such  regulations  respecting 
the  press  as  now  existed  in  India,  and  as  had  never  been 
^anctioncdby  tb^t  House.  He  wanted  to  know,  not  only 
what  the. law  was,  but  upon  what  authority  it  had  been 
established.  They,  were  all  aware  that  it  was  contrary  to  law. 
U>  make  conquests  to  extend  the  territories  of  the  India 
Compaey,  and  they, j  equally  well  knew  how  that  law  had 
been  obeyed.  If  th^t  JUouse  should  not  interpose  its  autho* ' 
nty  to  restrain  the  viplations  of  law  in  India,  it  was  impos- 
sible that  that  importajit  branc^'  of  tlie  Empire  could  be 
\^ell  governed  or  loii^  retained.  He  should,  io  (he  next 
place,  beg  leave  to  iuform  the  Ilou^  as  to  what  he  under- 
stood to  be  the  substance  of  the  reg^ulations  respecting  tho 
press  in  India — if  not  tlie  whole,  at  least  a  consiaerable  part 
of  these  regulations.  By  these  regulations,  no  newspaper 
could  be  published  in  India  which  did  not  previously  receive 
the  sanction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Government.  Whether 
titis  regulation  was  right  or  not,  he  did  not  mean  then  to 
contend;  he  only  wanted  to  know  by  what  authority  tha 
r^ulatioji  had  been  established.  The  penalty  for  trans- 
srressing  this  regulation  was   immediate  embarkation  (or 
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Enmpe.    Tbe^noUe  Loid  teie*qii<itcd  the  aofbority  of  a 
loumed  jw%e  (SalliTan)  in  India^  to  shew  thtt  m  yow^i 
coold  exist  in  the  GoFanmait  arbitimrtlj  to  nstnin  the 
liberf  r  of  the  pies  in  India — tliat,lilicrtj  of  the  pv9Sf  whiclt 
was  the  ligbt  of  erery  Englbbman*— which  was  the  sarest 
naid  for  his  freoiloniy  and  the  best  chedc  upon  the  Conrts 
m  the  admtttistratioo  of  jvstioe*    It  was  to  ascertain  npcm 
what  jfrroonds  tbb  breach  of  the  law  had  taken  ptace^  that 
he  wished  (o  call  for  copies  of  the  orders  and  regnlations* 
He  found  it  also  laid  down  in  the  remlations,  that  certaia 
roles  were  framed  for  the  guidance  m  the  Secietarjr  of  the 
Gorenment  in  leiising  the  newspapers.  He  was  toprpyeof 
all  observations  respecting  the  poUic  reremies,  and  finances 
of  the  country— all  observations  respecting  t|ie  embarkations 
on  board  9hipf-H>f  stores,  or  expeditionSi  and  their  destina* 
lion,  whether  they  belonged  to  the  Company  or  to  Europe 
— all  statements  of  the  probability  of  war  or  peace  between 
the  Company  and  the  rfative  Powers — ^all  observations  cal- 
culated to  convey  information  to  the  enemy,  and  the  repub- 
lication of  paragraphs  ftom  the  European  papers  woich 
might  be  likdy  to  excite  dissatisfaction  or  discontent  in  the 
Crnipan  v's  territories.    If  the  press  was  to  be  prevented 
from  publishing  any  thing  under  these  several  neads,  he 
was  at  a  loss  to  know  upon  what  subiect  any  observation 
could  be  published*    Though  he  would  repeat,  that  he  did 
not  now  mean  to  say  that  any  of  these  rreuhitions  were 
wrong'^  yet  when  the  papers,'  if  granted,  shouki  be  produceds 
he  was  of  opinion  that  others  would  be  of  the  same  senti- 
ments with  himself  upon  the  subject    As  to  the  trials  aft 
If  ad  res  be  should  only  observe,  that  hitherto  the  adminis- 
tration of  justice  was  considered  pure;  but  in  this  Instance, 
ttie  Courts  seemed  to  be  ashamed  of  their  proceedings,  inaS' 
much  as  they  would  not  allow  the  publication  of  the  pro« 
ceedings.    If  they  were  not  ashamea  of  them,  they  ought  to 
allow  the  publication,  if  only  to  allay  the  fin-mcnt  wbicli 
was  excited  by  these  trials.    Tbe  publication  could  do  no 
harm,  and  might  do  much  good.    The  noble  Lord  then 
staled,  that  two  grand  jurors  and  three  petty  jurymen  hail 
been  sent  away  from  Madras  for  their  conduct  on  those 
trials.     He  would  ask,  whether,  under  the  present  ambi- 
guity of  the  law,  any  man  could  bavo  a  fiiir  trial.    The 
noble  Lord  concluded  by  moving  for  copies  of  all  orders, 
rrjB^ulationg,  rules,  and  directions  promulgated  in  India 
:Hince  the  year  1797 ;  regarding  the  restraiilts  of  tbe^uess  at 
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the  three  pfestdencies  of  Bengal,  Madras,  and  B^m^ay; 
ivhether  acted  upmi  t>y  the  Gofieroment  tlierei  orjeniout 
>by  the  Court  of  Divfclors  or  bj  the  Board  of  Controul. 
*  ikfr.  Dundas  wished  to  state  shortly  his  reasons  for  oppo* 
sing  the  motion  of  the  noble  Lord,  not  only  in  its  present 
form,  but  in  any  possible  sbai)e  in  which  it  could  be 
fraiaed*  The  noble  Lord  had  object^  to  the  Courts,  tlieir 
not  allowini;  the  report,  of  the  trials  at  Madras  to  be  pub*;' 
lishcd.  *  Whatever  might  be  his  present  impression  on  that 
subject,  he  must  forbear  stating  it  now,  as  it  would  be  im- 
properly anticipating  that  which  must  take  place  on  this 
^ubiect  hereafter.  W  ith  respect  to  the  state  of  the  press  in 
India,  the  noble  JLord  seemed  to  infer  Uiat  no  restraint 
ought  io  be  imposed  on  it  by  the  Government  there  or  here ; 
at  least  that  was  the  conclusbn  which  he  drpw  firom  the 
premises,  which  the  aoUe  Lord  had  laid  dawn.  If  that  was 
the  case,  he  must  say,  that  a  wiUler  scheme  never  entered 
into  the  imagination  of  maa»  than  the  idea  of  sulgecting 
the  Indian  press  to  the  same  reguhitions  as  the  EngUsh  press. 
There  was  no  man  who  knew  any  thing  about  indli  that 
would  ever  think  of  snch  a  r^ulation.  Except  the  rules 
,wBich  the  noble  Lord  stated,  there  were  no  other  rules  tela- 
'ting  to  the  press,  in  India,  of  which  he  was  aware*  Would 
the  noble  Lord,  th^,  say,  that  there  ought  to  b^  no  rules 
for  the  press  in  that  country  ?    ^ould  he  say  that  the 

Kress  ought  to  be  unlimited?  No  ;  the  iioble  Lord  had 
imself  allowed  that  there  ought  to  be  a  censorship,  and 
there  .could  be  no  doubt  of  it ;  there  could  be  no  doubt  that 
the  very  government  would  be  shaken  to  its  foundation,  *if 
unlicensed  publications  were  aUoweil  to  circulate  at  the  ^ill 
^f  the  pubiishec,  over  the  whole  continent  of  Hindostan. 
There  could  be  but  two  descriptions  of  penons  in  India: 
either  those  who  went  to  that  country  with  the  licence  of  ^ 
thei  Company,  or  those  who  lived  in  it  in  the  actual  service 
4>f  the  Company.  There  cohld  be  no  doubt  then  whatever, 
Ihat  the  Compai^v  had  a  right  to  lay  any  r^ulation  they 
x^hose  on  thoseLwho  in  such  a  capacity  chose  to  live  under 
their  power,  and  who,  when  they  went  into  the  territory^ 
knew  that  Uie  will  of  that  country  and  subniisBion  io  their 
mandates  were  the  tenure  on  which  their  stay.'^depended.  It 
was  completely  at  the  ootion  of  the  resident  to  remain  in 
India  or  retire  from  it  as  ne  thought  proper.  If  he  chose  to 
inemain  in  it^  he  must  submit  to  the  laws ;  if  he  did  no^  sub- 
.mit  to  the  laws,  he  had  no  alternative  but  to  leave  it.  The 
ypx..!!.— Wll.  «F 
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subjection  of  tbe  press  was  absolutely  necessary  t  j  the  ex- 
istence of  our  empire  in  that  country.  In  fact^  some  pub- 
lications liad  been  circulated  there,  attacking  the  customs 
and  the  religion  of  the  natives.  Now  there  was  no  point 
more  delicate  than  this;  there  was  no  subject  on  whicn  the 
feeline  of  the  country  was  more  alive  than  the  sanctity  of 
their  laws,  their  ancient  customs,  and  their  chosen  religion. 
By  revering  those,  we  were  enabled  to  govern  them ;  that 
reverence  was  the  basis  and  substratum  of  our  dominion. 
He  could  not  agree  to  the  production  of  the  papers;  those 
with  respect  to  the  proceedings  at  Madras  would  come 
before  the  House  in  due  time,  and  those  extracts  from 
which  the  noble  Lord  had  read,  were  already  approved  of 
by  the  Court  of  Directors  in  this  country. 

Jjord  Folkestone  said,  that  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man had  very  truly  stated,  that  the  East-India  Company 
bad  a  right  to  maKe  what  rules  they' chose  in  their  owu 
territory.     No  doubt  they  had»  but  still  that  was  no  tea* 
son  why  the  House  should  be  kept  in  ignorance  of  what 
those  rules  were.     It  was   not  only  proper,   but  in  the 
highest  ilegree  expedient,  that  we  should  know  to  what 
our  fellow-subjects  in  India  were  subjected.      The  argu- 
ment of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  would  go  very 
far  indeed ;  it  would  go  to  say  that  the  Company  had  a 
right  to  send  any  one  home,  even  at  ttie  risk  of  ruin, 
for  a  trifle.    This,  according  to  Indian  policy,  might  be 
right;  but  still  we  had  seen  enough  of  the  Government 
of  that  country,  to  make  ua  view  it  with  an  eye  of  se* 
vere  jealousy.     He  would  support  the  motion. 

Sir  John  Anstruther  thought,  that  no  case  had  been, 
made  out;  no  instance  whatever  of  individual  hardship  or 
oppression  had  been  stated.  £very  man  who  went  out  to 
India  knew  the  regulations  under  which  he  went  there; 
and  he  must  know  also  very  well,  that  the  moment  he 
thought  fit  not  to  comply  with  those  regulations^  the  term 
of  his  residence  was  at  an  end.  There  were  but  two 
classes  of  people  in  India;  first,  the  servants  of  the  Com* 
pany ;  and  secondly,  those  who  criminallv  remained  -  there 
without  their  cognizance  or  permission*  Now  with  respect 
to  this  last  class,  no  roan  would  say  that  the  liberty  of  the 
press  should  exist  for  them;  and  with  respect  to  the  fir^t 
description  of  residents,  it  was  not  necessary.  No  person 
coulcksay,  that  it  was  necessary  that  one  set  of  the  public 
feryants  should  $et  about  enlightening  the  other  ^  that  tlio  , 
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Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  for  instance,  should  begin  to 
lecture  the  First  Lord  of  the  AdmiteUy,  and  the  First 
Lord  ofthe  Admiralty,  in  his  turn ^  read  a  lesson  to  the  Ser 
cretary  to  the  Treasury.  He  remembered  in  India  a  series 
of  essays,  very  ingeniously  written,  published  for  the  pur- 
pose of  proving  how  small  a  number  of  natives  n^ight  mas« 
sacre  all  the  European  inhabitants  of  Ben^l.  This  was 
dispersed  Hll  over  the  capital  of  Calcutta.  Now  surely^no 
man  would  say  that  a  system  whicn  allowed  the  discussioa 
and  dispersion  of  such  a  topic  ought  to  be  countenanced  in  , 
such  a  country. 

A  Member  (whose  name  we  could  not  learn)  ufas  of  opi« 
nion,  from  a  residence  in  India,  that  the  liberty  of  the  press 
as  it  cj^isted  in  this  country,  could  not  be  allowed  there  with* 
oat  the  greatest  danger  to  our  establishment  there* 
<    Sir  Thomas  Turton  fully  agreed,  that  so  delightful  a  plant 
as  the  liberty  of  the  press  could  never  be  brought  to  poifec^ 
tion  in  so  sterile  a  soil  as  that  of  despotism.    It  w^s  true 
that  the  liberty  of  the  press  iu  that  country  could  not  e:|f:ist 
under  the  same  advantages  as  in  this.     Why  ?  because  we 
'had  enslaved  India;  and  in  no  enslaved  country  dare  the 
press  speak.    (Hearl  hear])    Why,  (said  Sir  Thomas)  why 
should  you  speak  of  the  liberty  of  the  press  in  a  nation 
where  you  have  established  the  vilest  despotism?     Why 
should  you  give   Indians  the  advantages  of  knowledge? 
You  wbuld  only  thereby  be  giving  them  the  means  of  de-> 
tecting  your  own  injustice.    You   have   ransacked    their 
country — ^you  have  despoiled  its  people— you  have  murdered 
iheir  Princes;  and  of  course,  for  your  own  protection,  you 
roust  keep  them  deluded,  and  deceived,  and  ignorant.  You 
might  as  well  tell  me  of  the  liberty  of  the  press  in  Morocco 
or  in  Algiers,  as  under  your  government  in  India.     {Hear  I 
hear  i  from  Mr.  Dundas*)    Yes,  I  repeat  it,  the  Emperor 
of  the  one,  or  the  Dey  of  the  other,  is  just  as  good  a  friend 
to  the  liberty  of  the  press  as  you  are;  and  it  flourishes  in  as 
perfect  freedom  at  Tunis,  as  it  does  under  your  empire. 
{Hcar\  heariy  According  to  the  right  honpurable  gentle- 
man, the  people  of  India  are  considered  as  nothing.     If 
such  is  your  principle,  and  that  such  it  is  I  have  your  own 
assertion;  to  Rcep  tnem  ignorant  is  as  much  your  policy,  as 
to   keep  them   enslaved  bus  been  your  crime.     {Hear  I 
hcar\) 

Mr.  Dunda$  explained. 
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Mr*  fValUtee  opposed  the  motioo.  He  denied  that  the 
liberty  of  the  pres$  oitght  to  exist  in  ladia.  Such  a  power 
was  necessary  ooly  to  maintain  freedom,  and  there  was  no 
freedom  in  India  to  maintain  ;  of  coarse,  it  was  not  neoes- 
aary«  and  ought  not  to  be  endured  in  that  coontr}'.  We 
were  suffering  enough  erery  day  in  this  country  from  the 
licence  of  the  press,  and  it  would  be  ten  times  as  bad  in 
India.  He  did  not  deny  that  there  were  benefits  from  th« 
press;  but  still,  in  this  country^  if  it  was  not  speedily 
cbeckedy  its  licenee  was  now  so  alarming,  that  it  would  in 
the  end  usurp  and  institute  a  power  of  its  own. 

Mr.  HiUckmson  spoke  in  favour  of  the  motion. 

Mr.  C.  Grant  said,  the  honourable  Baronet's  (Sir  T. 
Tortoo's)  argument  was  inapplicable  to  tlie  case.  The  Com- 
pany did  not  carry  despotism  to  India,  but  found  it  there- 
Jt  was  the  original  goTernfnent  of  the  greatest  part  of  the 
world,  and  it  was  therefore  necessary  to  be  cautious  how  we 
altered  the  gorernment  in  India.  In  his  opinion,  a  more 
delicate  or  daneerous  subject  could  not  be  entertained  by 
the  House;  and  if  we  were  to  allow  the  liberty  of  the  presa 
in  India,  we  might  bid  adieu  to  that  conntry  for  ever. 

Sir  H*  Moittgomery '  said  a  few  words  from  under  the 
gallery,  but  in  so  low  a  tone,  we  could  otily  draw  the  con* 
duslon  of  his  beine  friendly  to  the  motion. 

Mr.  Loekhari  said,  he  believed  this  motion  was  intetided. 
merely  as  a  compliment  to  the  abstract  liberty  of  the  press. 
He  knew  it  hud  been  a  custom  to  set  dowil  a  man  a» 
narked»  who  spoke  against  its  oxcessive  licence;  but  such 
pa»ceeding8  should  ntver  have  any  efi'ccc  on  him.  He  wa& 
present  at,  and  remembered  the  arguments  used  on  this  sub- 

iect  of  the  liberty  of  the  press,  in  the  Nntinnal  Assembly  of 
i'rance*  All  the  violent  part  of  that  Legislature,  who  so 
little  understood  the  meaning  of  tt«  were  for  granting  it  in«* 
discriminately  to  Uaeks,  whites,  and  Creole^,  in  St.  Do- 
mingo; and  the  consequence  was,  they  efiected  thereby 
the  total  Iruin  and  destruction  of  the  Island 

JIfr.  WHtbrtad  said,  it  was  not  his  intention  to  tnouble 
the  House  further  than  to  make  a  very  few  observations  on 
what  had  fallen  from  one  or  two  honourable  gentlemen  in- 
tbe  course  of  the  debate.  The  honourable  gentleman  oppo- 
site (Mr.  Wallace)  had  informed'the  House,  that  the  licence 
of  the  press  had  made  rapid  strides;  if  *it  had,  he  would 
appeal  to  the  cooler  recollection  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
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nan,  and  to  the  candour  of  the  House  to  say>  if  these  rapidi 
strides  bad  not  been  made  backwardg.     So  far  a»  be  (Mr* 
Wbilbread)  had  obserted  the  progress  of  the  liberty  of  the 
press  for  many  year»  past,  be  could  see  no  strides  it  had 
made  which  were  not  in  a  retrograde  motion.     He  was, 
however,  much  surprised  to  find  tiiat  the  principal  opposi-* 
tion  to  the  motion  wag  taken  tip  on  tbe  ground  that  big' 
noble  friend,  who  brought  it  forward,. bad  argued  in  favour 
•fa  free  press  in  India;  but  he  was- certain  nothing  was 
farther  from  his  noble  friend^s  idea,  and  nothing  could  be 
more  contrary  to  the  argument  be  had  used,    situated  ag 
India  is,  lie  (Mr.  W.)  did  not  believe  it  was  possible  to  ex* 
tend  to  it  sogreet  a  blessing;  but  he  denied  that  a  free  press 
in  Su  Domingo  had  been  the  means  of  effecting  the  mis* 
chief  and  the  ruin  which  the  honourable  and  learned  gentle-^ 
man  opposite  to  him  (Mr.  Lockhart)  had  attributed  to  it. 
The  ruin  and  destruction  of  that  island  had  been  brousht 
about  by  the  exertions  of  the  despotic  power,  and  it  bad 
never  experienced  the  intervention  of  a  free  presp.    That 
same  honourable  and  learned  gentleman  had  also  told  the 
House,  that  the  £ast-India  Company  bad  possessed  them- 
selves of  their  territories  in  that  country,  partly  by  conquest^ 
and  partly  by  compact ;  but  he  had  forgotten  to  state  what 
share  fraud  had  in  the  concern.     It  had  been  said  in  the 
eourse  of  the  debate,  that  the  natives  of  India  were  secure 
under  our  government,  because  those  who  governed  tbemr 
were  responsible  for  what  they  did;  and  yet  these  very 
persons  refused  to  lay  papers  before  the  House  by  whic& 
alone  they  could  be  made  responsible.    The  right  honoura- 
ble gentleman  (Mr.  Dundas)  had  said,   the  Itoerty  of  the 
press  could  not  be  allowed,  for  fear  of  the  natives  being  dis- 
turbed in  the  exercise  of  their  religion ;  which  was  as  mucb. 
as  to  say»  that  it  would  be  a  crime  to  attempt  there  the  pro- 
pagation of  the  gospel.    Under  all  the  circumstances  of  the 
argument  on  both  sides,  he  thought  his  noble  friend  had 
made  out  a  sufficient  case  to  entitle  him  to  the  production 
of  the  papers  moved  for,  and  as  such  he  should  vote  for 
the  motion. 

.  Mr.  DundaSf  in  explanation,  denied  that  he  bad  said 
any  thing  adverse  to  the  propagation  of  the  gbspel ;  what  he 
haclseid  was,  that  the  liberty  of  the  press  was  likely  to  irrir 
tate  and  inflame  rhe  natives,  in  consequence  of  attacking, 
tbeir  religion. 
Mr.  fFkUbread$9ifij  he  understood  the  right  honourable 
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gentleman  to  say,  '^  that  the  maintenance  of  the  sopentttii 
of  Hindostan  iras  neoessaiy  to  be  sopported/' 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  obje9ted  to  (be 
dnction  of  the  papers^  because  granting  them  ivoald  convey 
an  ideathat  there  irasiomethingwroo^  in  the  conduct  oTtho^e 
concerned  in  them  ;  and  in  nia  opinion  there  had  been  no 
case  made  out  to  yanraat  it*  Government  should  abstain 
from  bein^  active  in  introducing  any  thing  on  the  subject  of 
religion,  lest  it  should  be  supposed  they  intended  to  enforce 
it  in  opposition  to  that  of  the  natives.  Taking  the  whole 
into  consideration,  he  could  see  no  reason  for  granting  the 
papers* 

Sir  J.  Newport  said,  be  thought  his  noble  friend  hacf 
made  out  a  vcr  v  sufficient  case.     He  had  told  the  Hoase 
be  undentood  the  press  was  under  a  restraint  in  India  wlHch 
it  was  not  liable  to  here  :  he  therefore  asked  for  the  papers, 
to  know  how  far  it  was  so  ;  and  there  was  no  just  reason  to 
say  his  noble  friend  wanted  to  have  thefn  for  the  parpoec» 
of  censure.     He  himself  could  by  no  means  agree  to  the 
argument  of  the  right  honourable  Baronet  (Anstrotber), 
that  the  servants  of  the  Company  were  bound  to  abide  by 
all  the  regulations  of  the  Company,  or  else  return  to  Eng* 
hnd.    The  Company  might  make  regulations  that  were 
highly  unjust,  injuriotis,  and  oppressive;   anditwastho 
bounden  duty  of  that  House  to  watch  over  their  conduct^   . 
and  see  that  they  did  no  act  in  any  such  way. 

Lard  A.  II ami/ton' said,  that  after  the  very  able  manner 
in  which  his  motion  had  been  supported,  it  would  be 
unnecessary  for  him  to  trespass  further  on  the  time  of 
the  HousC)  than  merely  to  make  one.  or  two  obser- 
vations on  some  arguments  from  the  other  side  of  tlie- 
Uouse.  If,  as  an  honourable  gentlemau  had  said,  ^^  India 
musty  at  all  events,  be  governed  as  it  now  Is,"  there  was  an 
end  of  bis  motion,  and  of  every  other  o(  a  similar  nature* 
He  remembered,  however,  to  have  heard  in  that  House, 
very  different  arguments  held  by  ibose  who  sat  on  the 
Treasury  Bench;  some  of  whom  spoke  in  favour  of  the 
present,  son^e  of  the  past,  and  others  of  the  future^  He 
recollected  a  certain  dispatch  which  had  a  few  years  back 
been  drawn  up,  but  not  sent  to  Imlia,  whioh  reprobated 
that  doctrine  to  which  he  had  just  alluded,  and  said  posi^ 
tivelj/,  that  India  should  not  be  governed  as  it  then  was. 
For  his  own  party  he  was  of  opinion,  that  if  India  must  be 
governed  as  it  now  is^  though  the  India  Company  might  not 
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ihirik  so,  he  believed  the  public  had  much  better  not  have 
it  at  "oU.  He  bad  only  one  word  more — this  month  was  the 
time  ivhen  llie  Government  must  ^ive  notice^  accordin;^  to 
the  Act  of  Parliament,  that  the  Company  must  qnit  their 
exclusive  privilege.  He  would  bc<^  to  l^now  of  the  right 
honourable  gentleinan,  whetlier  it  was  intended  to  give  such 
notice? 

Mr.  Dundas  said,  he  hsid  on  a  former  night  been  asked 
that  question,  and  he  had  theri  answered  that  it  was. 

JIfr.  Johtt^one  said,  he  thought  a  free  press  was  totally 
inconsistent  with  our  Government  in  India,  and  he  should 
therefore  oppose  the  motion.  , 

Adivision  then  took  place*^ 

For  the  motion^  18 — Against  it,  53* 

COMMITTEE  ON    EAST-INDIA  AFFAIR^I. 

Mr*  Dundas  moved  for  the  appointnient  of  a  select 
Committee  to  examine,  and-  report  to  the  House  the  state  of 
the  afl^irs  of  the  East-lndia  Company.  The  names  he 
•houkl,  propose  would  t)e  the  same  as  the  Committee  was 
composed  of  last  year,  with  the  exception  of  two  mem- 
bers, (one  of  them  the  Chancellor  of  thc^  Exchequer) 
who  could  not  attend.  As  he  was  not  aware  of  any 
objections,  he  should  reserve  ^himself  to  answer  any  that 
might  be  made.  , 

ii/r.  Creevcy  protested  against  the  appointment  of  such  a 
Committee^  because  be  was  convinced  that  it  could  do  no 
goed,  arid  was  not  originally  intended  to  do  any  good* 
The  first  appointment  of  the  Committee  was  when  the  pro* 
pcrty  of  the  Company  was  exhausted,  and  they  wantra  to 
,  apply  to  the  country  for  relief.  The  Committee  consisted 
principally  of  Meri^bers  of  the  Board  <>f  Control,  Directors- 
of  the  Company,  and  their  friends,  who  were  the  very  per- 
sons who  shOafd  naturally  be  suspected  of  having  mis- 
managed the  afiairs  of  India.  The  masters  of  India  were 
paupers  in  Leadenhall-Street ;  and  every  time  such  a  Com* 
mittee  was  moved  for  its  the  present,  it  had  been  the  prelude 
lr>  an  application  for  money  from  the  country ;  and  the 
Committees  always  reported  in  favour  of  the  solvency  and 
stability  of  the  Company*  He  conceived  it  a  sort  of  robbeiy 
of  the  public  to  make  them  pay  the  losses  of  the  Company^ 
while  they  paid  all  the  gains  among  themselves  in  diviaends* 
fie  7¥iafied|  that  if  there  was  to  be  a  Committee,  it  should  be 
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an  impartial  one;  and  aa  a  likely  means  to  obtain  snch  aa 
«ine,.  he  should  move  as  aa  ameiiumenti  '^  that  the  said  pom« 
inittee  should  also  inquire  into  and  make  a  report  of  the 
conduct  of  th^  Directors  and  the  Board  of  Control." 

Mr.  Dundas  thought  the  best  way  of  answering  those 
'observations  was^  to  read  the  names  of  the  m^mbeis  he 
meant  to  propose.  Besides  himself  {as  mover),  and  two  of 
the  Directors,  the  members  were,  Lord  Castlerragh,  Mr. 
Witberfor(;e,  Mr.  Tierney,  Mr.  S.  Bourne,  Mr.  Fitshugh,' 
Lord  Morpeth,  Sir  John  Anstruther,  Mr.  Vansittart,  BIr.  G. 
Johnstone,  Mr.  Creevey,  Mr.  Vanderlniysen,  Mr.  Porcher^ 
and  Mr.  De  Ponthieu.  He  made  several  observations  on  the 
persons  so  com  posing  the  CSommiitee  <  who  were,  with  the 
'exception  of  the  two  last,  the  same  that  had  been  oa 
former  Committees)^  to  shew  that  ihev  were  men,  wha 
could  not  be  fairly  considered  as  under  the  influence  of  the 
Directors. 

Lord  Folkistpne  said,  that,  however  respectable  most  of 
those  names  were,  yet  the  common  practice  in  Committees 
so  constituted,  was,  that  those  who  were  roost  interested 
constantly  attended  and  took  the  lead»  while  others  stayed 
away.  He  believed  these  Committees  never  yet  presented 
any  report  1o  the  House,  unless  when  they  wanted  to  get 
money.  In  their  first  report  an  old  account  waa  ripped  np^ 
which  had  been  supposed  to  have  been  long  closed,  and  it 
was  discovered  that  the  Country  owed  a  muUon  and  a  half 
to  the  Company.  The  consequence  of  another  report  was^ 
getting  another  million  and  a  half  by  loan ;  anQ  now,  he 
much  feared,  that  they  intended  to  apply  for  three  mil- 
lions. He  could  not  avoid  fisding  very  jealous  of  such  |i 
Committee. 

Mr.  Wallace  defendiSd  the  Committees  which  had  fof^ 
tnerly  been  appointed  for  a  similar  purpose* 

JUr.  WhMread  said,  that  the  necessary'  consequenoe  of 
adopting  the  amendment  would  be,that  thoieperK>nswho  wean 
tnost  interested,  and  who  iindoubtedlpr  possessed  most  iofor* 
faatioR  on  the  subject,  instead  of  utlmg  on  the  Committer 
would  communicate  their  information  to  it  in  the  capacitjr 
of  witnesses,  tie  thought  that  at  this  particular  time»  wIm 
the  question  of  renewing  the  charter  was  to  be  proposed^ 
the  whole  aflaiis  of  th^  JBast-India  Company  ought  to 
Jbe  submitted  to  as  impartial  a  Coouiittee  as  coiud  ba 
aelected. 

Mr.  Grant  8Bid>  that  beieally^  for  kis  own  pari^  wout^ 
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be  happy  thati  the  affairs  of  the  Company  "were  to  be  sub* 
milfod  to  a  Committee  of  the  most  impartial  persons.  He 
thought  this  one  good  would  immediately  result  from  it^ 
that  {he  House  would  be  relieved  from  the  perpetdal  ^is^ 
Tepresrn(a<i'>ni^of  the  honourable  gentleman,  and,  he  would 
say,  his  want  of  information  on  the  subject.  If  a  ^bstantive 
motion  had  been  brought  forward  of  the  nature  of  the 
amendment,  he  should  therefore  have  supported  it ;  but  he 
did  not  think  sucli  an  amendment  a  fair  way  of  getting  rid 
of  the  motion.  '  As  to  the  last  loan  of  a  million  and  a  half, 
he  bclfovtxl  that  it  was  now  completely  repaid  by  the 
expences  which  the  Company  had  incurred  in  India,  upon 
the  expedition  against  the  enemy^$  settlements,  and  the  sup* 
plies  fumislied  to  the  King's  navy  in  tliose  seas.  I{e  tbougnt 
.the  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Creevey)  was  not  justified 
in  making  those  eternal  complaints,  as  he  was  a  member  of 
the  Committee,  and  knc,w  that  they  never  refused  any 
inquiry  that  was  proposed. 

Mr.  Creer^i/  said,  that  he  was  once  refused  a  paper  which 
appeared  to  him  of  great  importance  to  an  inquiry  he, 
wished  to  institute,  and  therefcne  he  only  attmded  the 
Conimittee  afterwarrla  to  see  what  they  were  doing. 

Mr*  Grant  called  upon  htm,  and  challenged  him,  in 
future,  to  bring  forward  any  inqniry  he  thought  proper  in 
the  Committee  of  which  )ie  was  a  member. 

The  House  then  divided  on  the  amendment — 

For  it         ....  19 

Against  it  •  •         •         .  76 

Majority        4         .  67 

JUr.  JV.  Pole  stated  from'  the  papers  already  before  the 
ITdtise,  that  in  the  course  of  last  yeaf,  great  distress  haying 
taken  place  among  the  manufacturers  in  Ireland,  Govern^ 
ment  in  that  country  had  prevailed  on  the  Bank  to  advance 
the  sum  of  200,000/.  for  their  relief,  which  seasonable  relief 
enabled  the  masters  to  keep  in  their  employment  thirteen  or 
fourteen  thousand  persons,  who  otherwise  must  have  perished* 
He  wished  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  secure  the  Bank  from  any 
loss  on  that  account ;  and  for  this  purpose,  he  should  move 
for  the  House  resolving  itself  into  a  Committee  to*morrow, 
to  take  into  consideration  the  papers  which  Mr.  Secretary 
Ryder  bad  presented  to  the  House. 

V'oL.  II.— 1811.  SG 
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Mr.  Wharton  moved  for,  aud  obtained  leanse  to  bring  ia 
tlie  annual  Indemnity  ERIL 

Mr.  Hutchinson  gave  noticefxthaC  on  the  first  vacant  daj,'^ 
he  should  bring  forward  a  motion  respecting  the  application 
of  the  military  force  of  the  country. 

COMMERCIAL   CREDIT    BILL. 

'  Tlic  order  of  the  day  was  then  read  for  taking  into 
further  consideration  the  amen(}ments  in  the  X!ommercial 
Credit  Bill. 

On  the  question  of  filling  up  the  blank  with  the  words 
two-pence  half-penny  a-day  for  interest, 

Mr.  Thornton  tjiouglit,  that,  as  Exchequer-bills  now 
,  bore  a  much  higher  price  in  the  tnarket  than  thev  did> 
formerly  when  relief  was  given,  it  would  be  better  to  fix  the 
interest  at  two-pence. 

TTie  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  thought  that  it  would 
be  better  that  it  should  stand  at  two-pence  halfpenny.  If 
the  country  thought  fit  to  relieve  the  distn^ses  of  certain 
classes^  by  loan,  he  thought  that  it  should  not  take  a  profit 
on  those  distresses  b^  a  hard  bargain. 

Mr.  Tiernetf  objected  to  muing  the  Exchequer-bills  a 
temptation  to  purchasers,  by  giving  them  a  higher  valuB 
^  than  they  had  before. 

'  Mr.  HtifA:f»on  approved  of  the  amendment. 

Afier  some  observations  from  Mr.  Rose,  Mr:  Baring,  and 
Mr.  Uibbert,  the  House  divided : 

For  the  Amendment        •        •         -        f9 
Against  the  Amendment  -  S8 

Majority    -  •  •  *   1 

Mr.  WhitbrBad  askeij  if  a  large  sum  of  that  voted  ta 
relieve  the  West-India  Merchants  was  not  still  outstanding. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said  that  there  were 
some  monies  in  that  situation  still*  but  they  were  secureil  on 
estates  in  Scotland  and  the' West  indies. 

After  some  amendments  in  the  preamble  of  the  Bill,  it  was 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

Mr.  Leach  put  off  the  further  consideration  of  the  Foreign 
Ministers*  Salary  Bill  to  Friday  se^nnight. 

The  other  orders,  of  the  day  were  then  disposed  of,  and  the 
House  adjourned. 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

«  • 

%      FRIDAY,    march;  9S. 

7%c  Spealccr  having  attended  in  the  House  of  Peers,  pur- 
suant to.  a  message  by  the  Black  Rod^  on  his  return  ac- 
quainted the  House^  that  the  Royal  assent  had  been  given  by 
commission  to  the  Mutiny  Bill,  the  Bill  for  regulating  his 
Majesty's  Marine  Forces  while  serving  on  shore,  the  Popula- 
tion Bill,  the  Bilk  Maiiufacturers*  Bill,  and  several  private 
bilb. 

'committee  OF  SUPPLY. 

'  The  House  having  resolved  itself  into  a  Cdmmlttee  of 
Supply,  to  which  the  several  accounts  on  the  table  respect* 
ing  barracks  and  miscellaneous  services  were  referred, 

Mr,  lorAre  observing  that,  on  a  former  day,  only  a  pari* 
of  the  sums  necessary  for  the  ordinary  service  of  the  navy 
had  beep  voted,  .said^  he  should  take  that  opportunity  of 
moving,  the  sum  which  had  been  omitted  on  the  former 
occasion.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  accordingly 
moved  "  that  a  sum  not  exceeding  1,167,761/.  be  granted 
to  his  Majesty  for  defraying  the  ordinary  expences  of 
the  Navy,  including  the  half-pay  of  Navy  ana  Marine 
OflScers.* 

On  the  question  being  put. 

Sir  William  Scott  rose  in  consequence  of  some  charges 
which  were'  thrown  out^against  the  conductor  the  Court 
over  which  he  presided,  when  the  Navy  Estimates  were 
recently  under  consideration.  He  did  not  complain  of  the 
honourable.  Admiral  (Sir  Charles  Pole)  for  having  made 
these  charges  in  his  absence,  because  it  might  be  asked  hi 
answer,  why  he  had  not  been  in  his  place ;  but  he  had  ^ome 
peason  to  complain,  that,  according  to  the  usual  custom  of 
that  House,  wnen  charges  were  to  be  brought  against  any 
individual,  no  notice  of  such  an  intention  had  been  given  to 
hin).  He  should  not  prescribe  rules  of  morality  to  beob* 
served  in  his  conduct  by  any  honourable  member ;  but  he 
must  say,  that  it  was  to  a  man  in  bis  situation  a  rule  of  com* 
pulsive  justice.  Considering  the  matey  hundred  causes  that 
uad  been  brought  before  him  and  decided,  in  the  course  of 
th6  thirteen  years  during  which  he  had  presided  at  the 
Admiralty,  it  was  impossible  that  he  could  carjry  in  his 
btBd  all  the  duties  and  circumstances  of  progress  or  delay  of 
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each,  M>  as  not  to  be  taken  by  surprise,  bj  a  char^  without 
due  notice  t  but  he  should  deraoostrate  to  the  House,  that 
the  accusation  preferred  against  the  Courtof  Adroiraltji  in 
this  instance,  was  unfounded.  The  charge  was,  that  the 
proceeds  of  several  ships,  captured  many  yeafs  since,  were 
yet<andistributed.  He  admitted  the  fact,  th(it  the  proceeds 
of  sixj  captured  in  1799,  remained  yet  undistributed.  But 
hefbre  the  honourable  Admiral  made  a  charjQ:e  against  a 
Judge,  he  should  have  ascertained  that  the  delay  was  im- 
putable to  the  Court  of  Admiralty.  The  delay  mivht  hare 
arisen  from  the  negligence  of  the  parties,  or  from  other 
causes  not  within  the  control  of  the  Court  of  AdpiiniKy. 
The  parties  might  not  prosecute ;  they  might  appeal ;  they 
might  harass  each  other  by  vexatious  litigation,  not  known 
to  the  Court  of  Admiralty,  and  which  could  onl^  be  finished 
by  the  fitial  award  of  costs*  Delay  might  also  exist  in  various 
cases,  withoutblame  being  imputable  even  to  th6 parties.  The 
captors  Were  officers  who  might  be  called  offto  distant  stations; 
the  claimants  foreign  merchants  resident  in  the  interior  of  the 
Continental  nations ;  the  witnesses,  too,  whose  testimony  was 
necessary  for  the  elucidation  of  the  merita  and  final  decision 
of  the  cause,  were  often  to  be  hunted  out  in  any  manner  that 
could  be  resorted  to.  These  various  circumstances  caused 
delays  which  were  absolutely  indispensable  for  the  due  ad- 
ministration of  justice.  He  would  also  make  another  admis- 
sion, not  of  tact,  but  of  principle,  to  the  hon.  Admiral, 
that  it  was  ddfcirable  that  dispatch  should  take  place  io 
adjudications  of  this  description.  But  it  was  not  consistent 
Vith  the  practice  of  British  Admiiaity  Courts,  to  admi- 
nister justice  without  a  proper  inquiry.  IS^o  complaint  was 
made  against  the  AdrnTmlty  Courts  of  Tunis  or  Algiers. 
The  decision  was  rapid  enough  in  the  Courts  of  Fntnce. 
But  that  was  not  the  chamcter  of  British  jurisprudence. 
The  British  Admimlfy  Courts  did  not  sit  solely  to  condenm : 
their  duty  was  to  protect  the  rights  of  the  captors,  as  well 
as  the  just  cLiims  of  British  dnd  foreign  merchants.  With 
respect  io  the  particular  fact  upon  wliich  the  present  charge 
rested,  it  was  true  that  six  ships  were  taken,  not  at  the 
battle  of  Camperdown,  but  for  breach  of  the  subsequent 
blockade  of  the  Texel  in  1799,  two  years  after.  Theclai* 
roants  were  merchants  residing  in  different  countries  of 
Europe ;  Silesia,  Bohemia,  at  Trieste,  and  at  Fiuroe.  Their 
claims  were  put  at  different  periods  ;  and  yet,  after  allowing 
time  for  all  tne  cUtimants  to  comeio,  the  final  adjudicaUoa 
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look  place  OQ  the  IStli  of  May,  1801.  If  the  agents  did 
*  not  then  apply  for  an  order  of  distribution,  it  was  not  tTie 
fauU  of  the  Court  of  Admiralty.  But  then  it  happened  that 
a  difference  arose  amongst  the  officers,  whether  tlie  propcrfy 
ensured  belonged  to  the  captors,  or  was  distributable  amongst 
tlie  whole  of  theblockading squadron*  Aftermuchcontroversy 
and  ne^rociation,  in  which  much  warmth  was  manifested  on 
both  sides,  the  question  was  at  length  referred  for  decision 
to  the  Court  of  Admiralty.  On  the  ISth  of  February, 
1803,  it  came  on  for  decisioiu  The  Court  at  that  time 
expkincd  its  opinion,  though  the  final  judgment  was  defer- 
red, with  the  consent  of  all  parties,  to  wait  the  decision  of 
a  similar  case  then  under  the  consideration  of  the  Court  of 
Appeals.  Unfortunately  this  cause  Snras  delayed  six  years, 
.  but  that  was  not  attributable  to  the  Admiralty  Court.  la 
the  mean  time,  the  money  was  producing  interest  for  the 
benefit  of  the  parties  who  might  appear  uitiniatcly  intitled 
to  it.  {Hear  !)-  The  Hpuse  would  therefore  see,  that  this 
charge  was  as  unfounded  as  one  brought  forward  in  a  former 
session  by  a  noble  Lord,  now  employed  with  more  honour 
to  himself,  and  more  benefit  to  that  service  to  whtdh  he  so 
eminently  contributed ;  on  which  he  had  been  obliged  tohokl 
up  his  band  at  the  bar  of  every  tavern  and  coffee-house  in  the' 
kingdom,  for  several  montlis,  without  the  opportUi';i(y  of 
repelling  if.  Yet  that  charge  rested  upon  a  compromise 
entered  into  between  the  Government  agents  and  the  agents 
of  the  parties,  to  which  the  Admiralty  Courts  was  no  party. 
As  to  the  delays  which  the  hon.  Member  had  complained 
oC  he  must  be  aware  that  the  Admiralty  Court  had  no  more 
to  say  to  them,  than  the  Court  of  King's  Bench  bad  to  the 
delay  occasioned  by  the  writs,  of  error  in  the  House  of 
Lords.  The  Court  of  Appeals  bad  now  a  much  more 
^arduous  office  than  formerly,  there  having  come  into  thiit 
Court  more  appeals  during  the  last  sixteen  years  than  for  a 
century  before.  It  ought  \o  be  remembered^  that  that 
Court  was  filled  by  men  who  had  arduous  functions  to  dis* 
charge  in  other  places,  and  who  received  no  remuneration,, 
save  the  censures  occasionally  passed  on  them  in  that  House* 
Out  of  this  vastly  augmented  businfess,  there  were  now  only 
twenty  or  thirty  appeals  to  be  disposed  of.  Having  now 
discharged,  by  this  explanation,  what  he  considered  to  be  a 
solemn  public  duty,  he  must  give  to  the  lion,  gentleman  a 

General  admonition,  which  was,  not  to  bring  charges  against 
/ourts  of  Justice,  till  he  inquired  whether  or  not  they  bad 
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any  foandation*  He  claimed  from  him  no  individual  !«• 
spect,  but  the  country  and  ita  jurisprudence  claimed  from 
htm  at  least  the  courtesy  of  not  attacking  them  when  they 
did  not  deserve  it. 

Mr.  Rose  vindicated  the  conduct  of  the  Court  of  Admi- 
lalfy,  and  thought  that  the  dificrent  parties  ought  to  be 
much  obliged  to  the  learned  Judge  for  dctayjng  his  judg* 
iheot  till  the  decision  irr  the  Court  of  Appeals  had  taken 
pl^ce.  He  did  not  bdieve  that  there  was  any  country  in 
the  whole  world  where  business  was  carried  on  with  more 
purity  and  more  dispatch  than  in  this  country,  and  par- 
ticularly  in  the  Court  referred  to.  He  here  entered  into  the 
details  of  the  cause  which  hau  been  selected  for  animad- 
version, and  dwelt  upon  the  integrity  of  the  Court  of  Priie 
Appeals.  Of  the  proceedings  of  that  Court  he  made  a  rei- 
gular  report  tp  the  Court  of  Admiralty,  and  for  the  truth  of 
this  statement  he  could  refer  to  his  right  hon.  frielid  who  sat 
beside  him.  He  confessed  he  felt  much  anxiety  in  repelling 
any  insimiattbn  thrown  out  against  the  adjudication  St 
causes  in  whicli  tlie  navy  were  interested.  Gentlemen  ought 
to  hi  very  cautious  how  they  made  those  charges ;  because 
if  the  seaman  once  got  it  into  his  head,  or  read  any  state- 
ment made  to  that  effect,  there  could  be  no  possibility  of 
persuading  him  to  the  contrary.  For  himself  he  could  say^ 
that  be  paid  every  attention  to  the  claims  which  had  been 
madeon  nim  in  his  official  capacity ;  and  lie  could  safely  say, 
thai  no  senman,  or  wife,  or  child,  iir  widow^  of  a  seaman, 
had^ ever  addressed  to  him  a  letter,  to  which  they  did  not 
receive  an  immediate  answer  from  himself. 

Sir  Cbarlts  Pole  said,  that  if  those  gentlemen  who 
thought  proper  to  complain  so  loudly  to-night,  had  been  in 
the' House  when  he  spoke  on  the  subject  of  which  they 
xompiained,  they  would  have  seen  with  what  little  justice 
they  attacked  him.  He  had  then  stated,  that  the^navy  was 
advancing  in  glory  and  improvement.  He  had  stat^  also 
his  regret,  that  many  of  those  improvements  still  required 
completion,  and  he  certainty  had  instanced  the  delays 
which  took  place  in  the  Admiralty  Court.  He  acknow* 
)edged  this,  and  he  stated  it  now  pver  again  ;  and  he  would 
state  it  over  and  over  again,  either  here  or  elsewhere.  As 
a  member  of  that  House,  he  was  entitled  to  make  an  v  charge 
which  be  thought  was  founded  in  jnstice.  It  was  his  duty 
to  do  so ;  but  it  certainly  was  not  his  duty  to  send  for  the 
kamed  Judge  all  over  tne  town^  in  order  to  inform  him  of 
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'wtet  Jie  ought  to  know  as  V9e\\  as  iiimsclf,  namely,  that  an 
a  certain  nii^fat  the  interests  of  the  navv;  were  fixed  for  dis- 
cussion ancl  consideration  ,  in  that  House.    The   learned 
Judfi;e  had  confessed  that  of  which  he  complained — he  had 
confessed  the  delay  which  had  taken  place  in  the  cause  with 
respect  to  the  ships  taken  by  the  blockading  squadron. 
It  was  no  excuse  to  say  that  he  waited  for  the  det;ision  of  the 
Court  of  Appeals ;  if  that  was  once  allowed  to  be  a  valid 
excuse,  there  never  would  be  wanting  some  person  to  lodge 
an  appeal.     It  was  allowed,  that  in  J799  these  ships  were 
Captured  by  the  blockading  squadron,  and  tfiat  now,- in 
181 1,  the  roCn  had  not  got  one  sixpence  of  tlje  prize-mon^y. 
Was  this  right  2    Was  it  not  a  very  good  ground  of  com- 
plaint ?  The  learned  Judge  had  travelled  to  the  North  and  the 
South  pole  for  argumentsr,  and  his  ingenuity  had  even  carried 
him  to  Lapland.  Hebad»  however,  yet  found  no  valid  answer ; 
and  now,  sitace  the  evil  had  been  admitted,  he  hoped  that 
it  would  not  happen  again,  and  that  the  interests  of  145^000 
as  brave  men  as  ever  existed  would  be  more  carefully 
vratcbed  over.    With  respect  to  the  personal  charges  whicfi 
had  been  made  against  him,  he  must  say,  that  they  should 
have  no  effect  whatever.    As  long  as  he  was  a  member  of 
that  House,  and  as^  long  as  there  was  an  injury  of  which  to 
complain,  he  would  speak.    He  had  no  private  motive  for 
attacking  any  part  of  the  conduct  of  the  learned  Judge;  hie 
could  have  no  personal  hostility  to  one  whose  character  and 
talents  were  so  deservedly  esteemed  by  his  country  ;  and  he 
hoped  he  would  not  be  again  accused  of  such  a  motive, 
when  doing  his  duty  as  a  faithful  Member  of  Parliament^ 
by  investigating  what  appeared  to  him  to  be  a  grievance. 
lie  said  it  was  of  the  highest  consequence  io  the  interests  of  ^ 
the  navy  that  our  sailors  shopld  not  have  cause  to  be  dis-' 
satisfied.    The  right  hon.-tiie  Treasurer  of  the  Navy  (Mr. 
,Rose).  bad  stated  proceedings  in  the  Admiralty  Court' which 
were  the  most  flagitious  ever  heard  of.    The  agents  were 
under  the  direction  of  the  Court  of  Admiralty,  and  thcre^ 
fore  their  misdpings  must,  in  some  measure,  be  attributed 
to  the  Court.    He  (Sir  C.  Pole)  knew  his  inability  to  state 
any  thing,  to  the  House  which  was  likely  to  produce  the 
e&ect  he  wished  ;  but  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had  done  it 
for  him,  and  was  thereby  entitled  to  his  hearty  thanks.     He, 
for  his  own  part,  should  have  thought  he  had  neglected  his 
duty,  had  he  not  said  what  he  had  done.     Allowing  erery  ^ 
thing  for  the  splendid  abilities  of  tl^e  right  hon.  Judge  of 
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,  the  Admiralty  Court,  had  they  any  thing  to  depend  on, 
vhen  he  had  declared  thitt  he  would  not  move  till  he  bad 
received  the  opinion  of  the  Court  of  Appeals  ?  By  the  first 
;ipredy  adjudication  in  their  favour,  tiie  expectations  of  the 
seamen  were  raised,  and  then,  from  the  sabsequMt  delay's, 
they  were  ^unk  into  the  gulf  of  despair,  and  discontent 
coidd  not  but  be  the  consequence. 

Mr.  Stephen  recapitulated  at  considerabte  length  several 
of  the  arguments  of  Sir  W.  Scott,  as  be  said  several  mem* 
bers  had  entered  the  House  since  that  right  hon.  gentleman 
bad  spoken,  and  be  wished  them  to  know  the  particular 
turn  of  argument.  Jn  his  opinion  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Judge  had  clearly  exculpated  the  Court  of  Adnriraltv  from 
being  the  cause  of  the  delay  complained  of;  and  he  was 
sorry  to  say,  that  the  charges  of  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Admiral,  though  be  (Mr.  S.)  was  sure  they  were  made 
from  the  purest  motives,  could  only  be  productive  of  dis- 
contents among  the  seamen,  wi,thout  producing  any  good 
efiect  whatiloever. 

Mr,  Fteemoiiile  said,  the  question  involved  the  dearest 
intercsf  s  of  the  country,  because  they  were  those  of  the  navy, 
on  which  the  country  so  much  depended  for  its  security. 
He  was  sure  the  gallant  Admiral  meant  well,  in  bringing 
forward  the  charges  he  had  done ;  but  he  was  afraid  the 
gallant  Admiral  had  formed  ideas  in  which  he  was  not  war- 
rintcil.  The  gallant  Admiral  had  said,  that  delay  was 
abuse :  but  there  were  certainly  some  cases  in  which  delay 
was  unavoidable  :  and  in  the  case  of  a  Court  of  Appeal  it 
must  frequently  be  so,  from  the  circumstance  of  cpiestions  of 
h\^\\  importance  coming  under  their  consideration,  which 
could  not  be  determined  without  the  most  thorough  sifting' 
and  examination. 

Mr,  Johnstone  thought  that  the  honourable  Admiral 
deserved  great  credit  for  having  brought  forward  the  subject 
on  the  present  occasion^  It  certainly  would  seem,  that 
from  a  judgment  of  the  Admirahy  having  been  given  in 
favour  of  the  captors  within  six  months  after  it  bad  l)eeii 
brought  into  the  Court  of  Admiralty,  and  no  payment 
having  been  made  in  the  course  of  twelve  years,  there  ap- 
peared to  be  a  great  deal  of  justice ;  and  though  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  (Sir  W .  Scott)  had  clearly  done  away 
every  thing  which  affected  himself  as  Judge  of  the  Admi- 
ralty Court,  there  was  certainly  a  prima  facie  case  whicb 
imlicatcd  great  hardship,  when  it  appeared  Had  twelTe 
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jt»n  aftftr  flie  jndment  of  tbe  Coort  had  been  giTen  ta 
their  fiivoar,  tfaiey  bad,  ii6twtth8Uiivlin;>  in  all  that  time 
raoehed  no  prixe»moiie]r.  He  Undeirtood  the  Coart  of 
vAppeah  had  for  one  year  itood  still  and  done  nothiog, 
beeaufle  one  Judge  of  that  Court,  from  some  cause  which 
'Was  yet  to  be  ascertained,  did  not  attend.  He  thought, 
theietbie,  some  new  arrangement  should  be  made  in  the 
Court  of  Appeals ;  fin:  though  we  had  one  jud^  of  extm* 
indinary  abilities  in  the  Court  of  Admiralty,  his  decisions, 
however  just,  were  of  no  etkdj  whilst  they  were  liable  to  be 
ittarded  by  the  dilatory  proceedings  of  the  other  Qourt. 

Thi  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  thought  that  the  case 
which  had  been  made  by  the  hon.  Baronet  was  fully  answered. 
It  appeared  that  the  old  arrear  of  business  was  now  much 
leduced/  and  theref<He  these  could  be  no  doubt  but  that  the 
present  sjmtem  was  sufficient  to  get  through  the  business 
which  now  presents  itself.  If  that  was  the  case,  it  was 
' easier  to  alter  than  to  amend  it.  He  thought  the  honourable 
Baronet  should  bare  instituted  inquiries  before  he  brought 
forward  a  chargetr-n  cham  which  went  not  only  to  the 
i^haracter  of  his  right  hon.  friend  (Sir  W.  SooU),  but  to  the 
character  of  the  justice  of  this  country  with  neuttal>  nations, 
and  to  the  140,000  seamen  now  in  our  service. 

Sir  F.  Burdett  thought,  that  instead  of  censure^  thanks 
were  due  to  the  hon.  Baronet  (Sir  C.  Pole)  for  bringing  for* 
ward  the  present  discnssion.  He  knew,  indeed,  that  it  was  a 
^lifficuU  matter  to  persuade  gentteoien  of  the  learned  profesi* 
sion,  and  more  particularly  to  persuade  a  Blaster  in  Chan* 
eery,  that  the  dday  of  justice  was  a  great  abuse.  He  knew 
also,  that  it  was  customary,  on  all  such  occasions,  whenever 
abases  were  complained  of,  for  gentlemen  in  office  to  rise 
up  on  the  other  side,  and  pass  nigh  pan^rrics  upon  the 
cuaracter  of  the  particular  officers  in  whose  aepartments  the 
abuses  were  alleged  to  exist.  But  of  what<X)nsequence  was 
it  io  the  Navy,  that  the  seamen  should  be  told  that  the 
Judge  of  the  Admiralty  was  a  man  of  eminent  abilities,  and 
that  the  delay  could  not  fairly  be  imputed  either  to  him  or 
to  any  subordinate  persons  in  the  Court  in  which  he  pre» 
sided  ?  Would  sncn  a  statement  make  the  delay  lass  ruinous 
to  the  seamen,  or  Jen  severely  felt  ?  Perhaps  the  Judee  was 
not  to  blame;  perhaps  no  individual  was  to  bUme  tor  the 
delay,  (Htarl  hear\  from  the  Ministerial  Bench;)  but 
still  if  there  was  a  dday  injurious  either  to  neutrals  or  to  our 
own  seamen9  it  ought  to  be  inquimitinto.    So  tar  from  dis« 
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cnssioBk  of  tUs  nattire  prodtidng  hami,  he  thooghi  tint 
tbfy  aknosft  alwajri  prodiiobd  gom,  At  6Mf  kidoed,  ikey 
lAivays  produced  tome  refiectioiis  on  the  penons  who  brought 
the  sabjeel  fbr^id ;  hot  when  the  abuse  waft  made  rtty 
notdrioiM)  it  was  often  coriectied,  aud  tHose  persona  took 
great  cnxlit  to  theiuolVtt  for  temoTiog  the  abuse,  who 
defended  it  with  all  their  might  when  fiisl  the'  sabject  was 
brought  forwaid.  He  did  not  think  that  the  hot.  Baronet 
had  bioihght  a  charge  against  any  individual  wlien  he  staled 
a  fact  which  appeared  to  him  of  the  greatest  importance^ 
that  sailors  haq  not  received  the  priac-money  which  was  dne 
to  them  twelve  years  ago. 

Mr.  CrokerjNMf  with  a  ootoiderable  deerae  of  warmth^ 
and  said,  that  it  was  very  surprising  to  find  the  same  chatges 
now  repeated  which  bad  been  so  completely  refuted  in  a 
former  part  of  the  discussion.  It  ina  not  a  matter  of  much 
difiictthy,  nor  did  it  requirt  great  ability  to  lepeat  what 
others  had  said  in  a  debate.  The  honourable  Baronet  (Sir 
F.  Burdett)  had  been  sq  accustomed  to  stand  alone  in  his 
epinibn,  that  there  might  be  a  sympathy  between  him  and 
another  hon.  Baronet,  who  abo  appeared  to  stand  alone. 
^e  ponld  not  otherwise  account  for  his  repeating,  after  a 
long  discussion,  those  diaiges  which  had  been  so  completdy 
lefutM, 

Afr.  WhUbrtad  said,  that  although  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman who  spiobe  last  bad  declared,  that  it  was  so  eaqr  to 
lepeat  ^hat  had  taken  place  in  a  discussion,  he  did  not  by 
bi&.own  example  shew  that  the  thing  was  so  easy ;  for  so  nr 
from  repeating  what  had  £illen  from  the  honourable  Barone^ 
f  Sir  F.  Burdett),  who  had  spoken  immediately  before  him, 
ne  bad  misrepresented  him  through  the  whole  course  of  his 
•peech.  That  honourable  Baronet^  had  certainly  brought 
iorward  no  charge  at  all  against  the  learned  Judge  that 
presides  at  the  Court  of  Admiralty.  It  was  a  most  curious 
way  in  which  be  accounted  for  the  support  of  that  hoot 
Baronet  to  the  motion.  He  said,  that  it  was  because  both 
the  honoumble  Baronets  wished  to  stand  alone,  and  be 
angular,  that  one  hon.  Baronet  supported  the  motion  of  the 
other.  {J  hugh.)  This  was  however  contrary  to  the  fint 
principle  of  arithmetic,  namely,  that  one  and  one  make  two. 
(J  laugh')  Although  the  hon.  gentleman  might  be  a  good 
Secretary  to  the  Admirolty,  he  did  not  think  he  had  that 
night  displayed  temperance  enough  to  qualify  him  fiur  a 
Jttdgeof  lU    Ke  thon^fhtthatthehon.  Baronet  (Sir  C.Pote), 


iabrioglac  fbrvmtd  tiiu  «il]g|ect  to  the  attention  at  that 
Hpuae^had  acted  in  a  manner  strictly  P^tliltmentaryi  and 
that  the'naYy  "weta  kigblj  indri^ted  to  him  for  Ub  exeritons 
in  their  e^naa.   ^ 

Afiar  f^ftw  tx^phaatioas  fiodk  the  gentlemen  who  had 
already  spoken^  the  original  motion  was  pqt  and  carried  for 
the  gmdt  of  1,15T)Q00/.  fot  the  Ordinarios  o£  the  Nary. 

babragks* 

Iff.  Jf^rian  then  moved  for  a  sum  of  48!?,000/.  forthjB 
Barrack  Serrice  of  Great  Britain  for  th^  year  181 1. 

Mr.  Banks  wished  to  know,  was  that  the  whole  expence, 
and  what  part  of  that  sum  was  to  be  applied  to  new  works. 

Mr.  Wharton  replied,  that  about  106,000/.  woald  be 
applied  in  this  year  for  barracks  for  tlie  Lifd  Guards  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  metropolis :  the  lease  of  the  place 
they  now  occupied  was  neariy  expired.  A  sum  of  aboat 
S4,000/.  wooldf  be  required  for  buildii^  and  repairiog  bar* 
Tacks  in  the  islands  of  Jeney  and  Alderaey,  as  tliQ  barracks 
in  those  places  weve  in  a  siate  of  gneat  dilapidation.  A 
simihir  sum  would  be  neoassary  Snt  buOdii^  barracks  in  th» 
Isk  of  Wight,  to  which  it  was  proposed  to  remove  ih»dep6t 
of  foreign  troops  from  Lynf  ingtoa.  There  would  be  an  ex- 
pence  in  coostmcting  barracks  in  Scotland  for  the  reeeption 
of  French  prisoners^  which  from  the  great  oreitiow  in  the  . 
English  prisons,  ue  obliged  to  be  sent  there.  At  present 
thev  are  confined  in  a  cotton-mill* 

Sir.  Banks  partkularly  pressed  the  last  speaker  for  the 
estiiinate  of  the  expenoe  calculated  for  tUs  year,  on  Win- 
chester barracks. 

Iff*.  fFkarion  was  not  prepared  with  an  accurate  estimate 
on  this  particular  point,  but  he  should  be  ready  when  the 
repoiA  came  up  to  give  every  information. 

A  long  and  warm  conversation  then  ensued.     Mf.  Banks ' 

id  Mr.  Whitbread  thought  the  answer  unsatisfactory ; 
while  Mr.  Wharton  and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
coaceiv^,  that  as  full  an  acdount  had  been  given  as  could 
reasonably  be  expected.  The  hon.  gentleman  had  pro- 
mised to  give  every  information  which  could  be  required  at 
another  stage. 

The  motion  was  then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Wharton  then  moved  that  9,389/.  should  be  granted 
for  the  support  of  Dt^enting  Mtnisters.  ^ 
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Od  ihe  molimi  for  applying  iifiODL  to  tiM  additioiial 
cxpenoei  of  tlie  Mint, 

Mr.  Btifib  nid,  that  the  afwaoe  of  thai  woik  4Night  to 
be  looked  into.    From  information  derived  fiom  the  aidii>  . 
iicctf  Mr.  Smirfce,  be  nndentood  the  actonl  espenoe  to 
amount  to  t46,000/«  * 

Mr*  JVhmrUm  then  mooeeded  to  move  the  foOowing 
tumt :— 4,000/.  for  Mficninery  at  (he  new  Mint* — 4,500./ 
for  the  tunnel  at  the  Mmt ;  and  A^SOO/.  for  th^  Boaid  of 
Agriculture. 

The  Committee  then  asked  kaye  iq  tit  again  on  H<Midaj. 

COMMERCIAL  CKEDIT. 

Tht  Chmtcllor  of  the  Exchequer  moved  the  order  of  the 
day  for  the  third  reading  of  the  Commercial  Credit  Bill. 
.  Mr.  WhUbread  said,  that  be  must  give  his  decided  negative 
to  the  Bill.  He  nndentood  from  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ez« 
chequer,  that  a  clause  vras  io  be  introduced  prohibiting  tbe 
Commissioners  from  participating  in  the  use  of  the  Exche- 

'  quer-bills.  Thai  clause  vras  not  introduced :  but  it  ought 
to  make  a  feature  of  the  present  Bill,  and  extend  to  every 
Member  of  the  House.  As  it  was,  it  roiffht  be  made  tht 
means  of  an  unconstitutional  influence.  No  man  on  either 
side  of  the  House  heartily  liked  the  measufe»  and  it  was 
embarrassed  with  the  most  serious  incapacities.  The  old 
respectable  houses  of  London  had  not  snflSsred ;  and  the 
new  speculators,  who  chieflv  belonged  to  Liverpool,  went 
ruined,  and  beyond  the  reach  of  help.  The  measure  could 
therefore  render  no  service  to  any  class  of  traders.  To 
demand  security  in  goods  from  the  multitude  of  the  manu« 
ftcturers  was  mockery,  for.they  had  been  already  cheated 
out  ci  their  goods ;  their  goods  were  gone.    The  distieaa 

,  was  from  the  want  of  a  market :  the  issue  of  fizdiequer- 
bills  might  increase  the  goods,  b^t  coukl  not  open  the 
market.  «'  Now,"  said  Mr.  Whitbread, ''  though  I  believe 
few  in  the  House  will  coincide  with'me,  my  firm  and  fiiced 
opmion  is,^  that  we  can  never  be  relieved  from,  our  present 
Qomroercml  distress,  before  a  thorough  reconciliation  yith 
America,  and  a  Continental  peace.  The  relief  oflered  hj 
the  present  Bill  was  a  relief  by  the  issue  of  paper,  at  a  time 
when  the  Montry  was  loaded  with  paper.  A  practical  illus- 
tmtion  of  this  was  given  but  a  few  days  ^nce;  and  yet 
more  paper  >vas  to  heal  the  evil  of  an  excessive  issue.  Ho 
would  o^rtainly  take  the  sense  of  the  House  upon  the  Bill. 
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JCr.  Lambe  almost  ftared  that  the  Bill  imttUbe  in*, 
eflfectnal^  but  tboiight  the  experiment  worth  trying. , 
.  Mr*  EiSot  and  Mr.  Hiibtri  said  ti  few  woras  in  aapport 
of  the  Bill.  •  .     "* 

The  House  then  diFid^,— 

For  the  third  leading        •«       •       41 
Against  it        -        -        -        -         4    ^     * 
Majority       -       -       -       —,37 

The  Bill  was  then  lead  a  third  time.    The  Cbanoellor  of. 
the  Exchequer  proposed,  that  the  limitation,  of  the  sums  to 
1)0  lent  by  the  Commissioners  should  be  done  away.    ThiSy- 
with  some  yerbol  alterations,  iras  agieed  io^  and  the  Bill  wa3 
passed. 

Mr*  W.  Pok  mored,  that  the  Report  on  the  Grants  of 
Money  in  Ireland  should  be  brought  up  on  Monday.  The 
other  orders  of  the  dajr  were  then  disposed  of,  and  the  House 
adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

MONDAY,  MARCH  j^.. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Henry  Mardn^  the  Bill  for  amend- 
ing the  Act  with  respect  to  printing .  and  publishing  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  printed* 

NEW  THXATRS  BILL. 

Mr.  McUish  having  moved  the  second  reading  of  the 
above  Bill, 

Mr.  Sheridan  said,  he  had  expected  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  who  brought  this  Bill  forward  would  have  given 
som4  reasons  for  so  oping ; '  but  he  found  that  tie  si^otly 
left  it  to  iis  own  merits,  and  to  that  expected  protection  to 
which  he  must  confess,  in  his  opinion,  the  improved  pre* 
amble  did  net  at  all  entitle  it.  He  bad  seen,  indeed,  a 
printed  paper  which  was  circulated  in  the  House,  entitled 

-^^jeasons  for  the  erection  of  a  third  Theatre.*'    Among 

*  other  tbingSi  it  spoke  of  his  ^'splendid  talents"  being  unable 
to  reinstatc^the  D/ury-lane  establishment.    He  was  grate* 

.  fol  to  them  ibr  the  compliment,  though  be  must  at  the  same 
time  declare,  that  it  was  only  honest  in  him  to  try  by  every 
means  to  restore'tbat  theatre  which  this  application,  if  sue* 

.  cessfui,  must  go  finally  to  defeat.  He  had  also  to  confess 
%is^gfautude  to  the  promoters  of  this  bill  for  the  very  band* 
some  manner  in  wnicb  they  had  conducted  themselves ; 
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•5  far  Jrom  thewtng  the  slighcett  perBdnal  )ioitilit|r  to  kirn* 
be  mast  Wftr  testimony  to  their  veiy  geiillemaii*like  mode 
of  proeeediDg.  The  groeod  upon  wbrab  tbey  bfoogbt  fer^ 
ward  their  proposition,  was  toe  insurmoantable  oMacle 
which  they  supposed  existed  to  the  re^establishmeol  of 
Dmry-Iane  Theatre.  Now  tbts,  in  the  first  place,  he  must 
inform  them  to  be  totally  without  foundation.  Not  only 
Tio  obstacle  existed  to  their  re»buUding  Drury-hine  Theatre, 
bat  even  to  their  building  two  theatres  on  their  two  patents* 
if  they  should  deem  it  expedient.  Before  he  proceeded 
fiirther»  he  must  remark,  that  though  he  knew  very  well 
that  on  private  bills  concerning  canals,  roads,  &c.  it  was 
the  custom  for  members  to  send  about  cards  aod  notices 
to  th^ir  friends;  yet  be  roost  declare  upon  his  honour,  he 
had  not  canvassed  the  vote  of  any  man»  though  many  had 
spoken  to  him,  but  had ,  left  ihe  matter  to  stand  or  fall  by 
its  own  particular  merits.  He  did  not  deny  that  the  osten-- 
sible  ground  for  the  present  application  was  very  fair ;  and 
that  there  ought  to  Ve  two  or  three  theatres  in  the  metro- 
polis, he  did  not  mean  to  dispute;  but  when  those  gentlemen 
imagined  that  it  was  out  of  the  power  of  the  Proprietors  of 
Ihrury«lane  to  supply  the  deficiency,  he  must  beg  leave  fully 
U>  undeceive  them  on  tbat  point.  Last  year  the  present  ap- 
plicants tried  a  pR))ect  similar  to  the  present,  but  it  did  not 
receive  countenance.  The  Drury-lane  proprietors  claimed 
their  right  to  the  Act  of  Parliament,  and  tbat  Act  accord* 
ihgly  passed  through  the  House  without  the  sKghtest 
opi^sition,  aod  the  present  applicants  thereupon  withdrew 
their  claim.-  It  migtit  be  askeo  him  now,  **  Why,  when 
rfiat  Act  passed  so  nnanimously,  did  vou  not  proceed  and 
<ici  upon  it  ?— He  was  aware  of  tnis  question,  and  he 
hoped  to  be  able  to  give  it  a  satisfactory  answer.  The  fact 
was,  that  after  the  Act  had  been  obtained,  a  point  of  dis- 
cussion arose  between  them  and  lord  Dartmouth,  the  late 
ijord-Chamberlain.  Of  that  noble  Lord  he  wished  to  speak 
with  ail  pos^ble  respect;  but  he  must  sav,  nevertheless^ 
that  he  seemed  to  be  very  ill  advised  indeed  with  respect  to 
the  extent  of  bis  official  powers.  Lord  Dartmouth,  it  ap- 
peared, was  advised  to  object  to  their  acting  on  the  dor- 
mant patent.  He  held  in  his  band  a  letter  which  he  bad 
received  on  this  subject ;  it  was  dated  on  the  S8th  of  June 
1810,  and  the  writer  iuforined  him  '*  that  he  had  it  in  com- 
mand from  the  Lord-Chamberlain  to  say,  that  having  heara 
that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Proprietors  of  Drury-lane 
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Theatre  to  act  apQD  ibdr  dormant  pateatj  he  intended  to 
oppose  such  a  measure  on  the  groand  of  itIegalttVf    On 
this  subject  a  deliberation  took  place,  which  en^eo  in  an 
agreement  on  their  part  to  renew  the  tttoning  Mtent  for  U 
yearn,  and  not  to  act  upon  the  other  witbput  bia  M^eetjr*;s 
command.    By  the  time  these  consoltauons  were  finally 
concluded,  hisMajesty*s  iiloess  interrupted  their  immediate 
proc^ding  ;  but  be  could  say,  that  after  the  establishment 
of  the  ^Regency,  not  an  hour  was  lost*    It  was  very  far 
either  from  bis  wish  or  inteotioo  to  find  any  fault  with  the 
present  projectors ;  but  now  that  lie  jbad»  he  hoped,  satis* 
lactorily  accounted  for  the  delay  which  had  taken  plaoe^ 
with  respect  to  the  re-erection  of  Drury^ane,  be  should  pro- 
ceed to  make  a  few  remarks  upon  the  Bill  before  tMm. 
When  this  protect  was  announced  last  year,  very  splendid 
promises  were  held  out.    It  was  projODiaedv  in  the  first  pUce, 
that  the  new  Theatre  should  be  built  on  a  small  acalot  for 
the  advantage  of  sight,  hearings  &c.    This  was  totally  for* 
gotten  in  the  present  Bill.    It  was  promised,  in  the  oea|t 
place,  that  the  representations   should  take  place  to  old 
prices.    Of  this,  also,  there  was  now  nothing.    Above  all, 
it  was  promised,  that  the  plays  should  be  wgitimate  aa4 
selected,  and  that  the  drama  should,  be  converted  into  smi. 
instrument  of  morality.    Not  a.  word  about  lit  now^.  Wlmti 
is  it  not  enough  that  the  wuM  scale  must  be  silent,  the  M 
nricM  silent ;   but  must  your  tHor^UUy  be  dumb  too  t   {a 
Uttigh)*  This  was  not  merely  a  personal  question  to  himself; 
as  a  trustee  of  others,  he  was  bound  to  speak ;  and  as  such, 
rather  than  leave  out  ai|  argument,  he  must  say  he  claimed 
for  them  a  monopoly.     Monopoly  might  be  a  very  unpo- 
pular word,  and  he  hated  it  as  much  as  any  man;  but  stiH, 
when  it  was  acted  on  by  others  as  a  right,  he  did  not  see 
why.  they  should  be  denied  it.   The  Bank  was  a  monopoly^ 
the  East-India  Direction  was  a  monopoly.  Lord  Gwydyr's 
mooring-cbains  was  a  monopoly,  tlie  Duke  of  Richniond's 
coal  duties  was  a  monopoly.    He  hoped,  then,  that  the 
House  would  not  listen  to  auy  project,  the  effect  of  which 
most  be  to  fuin  those  who  embarked  their  fortunes  under 
the  faith  of  a  similar  monopoly.    The  present  projectoff, 
indeed,  seemed  to  have  little  jespect  to  any  thing  that  had 
been  established  before.    They  made  in  the  very  first  ii^- 
stance  two  colossal  strides,  placing  one  foot  on  the  charteral 
rights  of  the  City  of  London,  and  the  other  on  the  verv 
prerogative  of  the  Crown  itself.    Aocosding  to  this  Bill, 
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they  might  build  their  Thtatre  wbereyer  thej  choie  in  the 
Chy.  They  might  set  it  up  at  the  nose  of  the  Mausfoo* 
bouse,  or  by  the  side  of  Guildhall^  or  at  the  Stock  Excfaaogey 
or  the  Royal  Exchange,  or  wherever  it  might  suit  their 
fancy.  The  Lord  Mayor^  however,  would  iu>t  give  his  ^- 
missipn  to  have  any  Tneatre  erected  in  the  City,  as  against 
its  statutes ;  so  that  the  gentlemen  need  not  have  troubled 
themselves  to  give  it  the  name  of  the  **City  Thcktre/* 
These  gentlemen  did  not  seem,  however,  much  to  stickle  at 
refusals  or  prohibitions.  What  was  the  case  ?  After  having 
been  refused  their  demand  by  the  Kingpin  t]!6uncily  that 
did  not  satisfy  them ;  but  off  they*  set  from  the  very  Council 
Chamber  to  that  Hoase,  desiring  them  to  supersede  the 
'  King^s  prerogative,  and  by  a  legislative  measure  grant  thalt 
whicn  he  in  nis  wisdom  had  thought  it  prudent  to' refuse! 
He  hoped  the  House  would  not  countenance  such  a  pro- 
ceeding-^he  hoped  they  would  not  deprive  those  who  had 
embarked  their  fortunes  in  a  monopoly,  of  the  just  benefit  of 
jt  without  any  compensation.  He  spoke  for  those  for  whom 
he  was  a  trustee,  and  not  personally.  Speaking  merely  for 
himself,  he  did  not  care  whether  tiie  Bill  went  into  a  Com* 
mittee  or  not;  nor  would  he  care  if  they  thought  fit  to  baiHt 
a  theatre  in  every  street.  He  had  now  delivered  to 'them 
what  struck  hfm  upo^  this  subject,  and  should  conclude 
without  offering  to  them  any  immediate  proposition. 

Mr.  Browne  said,  if  he  had  been  in  the  habit  of  address* 
t^g  them  oftener  than  he  did,  he  should  be  embarrassed  by 
the  mode  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman*s  argument. 
He  should,  however,  endeavour  to  give  it  some  answer. 
When  a  similar  proposition  to  the  present  had  been  Stated 
last'  year,  he  had  delivered  an  opinion,  and  from  that 
opinion  it  was  not  his  intention  now  to  shrink.  He  was 
•compelled  to  this  from  a  sense  of  public  duty,  and  most 
certainly  not  from  the  slightest  personal  hostility  to  the 
right  honourable  gentleman.  In  the  wide  circle  of 
that  right  honourable  gentleman's  acquaintance  there 
was  no  man  who  more  esteemed  the  extent,  variety,  and 
brilliancy,  of  his  talents,  (  Hear^  hear ! )  no  ^man  who 
more  willingly  or  eraiefully  acknowledged  the  ^acquisition 
which  literature  derived  from  the  rich  stores  of  his 
<!ompositioo.  (Heor,  henry  heart)  With  the  most  per* 
tcct  sincerity,  then,  he  declared,  that  his  present  conduct 
yas  solely  actuated  by  public  principle.  The  rigtijt  honour* 
able  gentleman  had  asked  the  reasons  why  a  ne^Tbeftc^ 
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was  proposed  to  be  erected.    He  would  fell  hiin.    In  the 
first'place^  because  tbe  population  of  the  metropolis  had  of 
late  so  much  increased,    in  the  next  place,  he  would  coif* 
less,  because  the  recovery  of  Drury-lane  Theatre  appeared 
next  to  impossible,  from  the  notoriety  of  its  embarrassments^ 
and  the  neglect  to  repair  them-^  neglect  which  he  supposed 
could  6nly  arise  from  an  inability  to.  proceed.  But  he  would 
say^  that  from  the  improvement  of  public  manners,  and  the 
vast  increase  of  population,  were  Drury-lantf  even  in  the  pleni« 
tude  of  its  prosperity,  a  third  theatre  would  still  be  necessary. 
Very  doubtful  mdeed  he  was,  whether  Drury^Iane  Theatre 
would  ever  again  be  able  to  raise  its  head ;  and  still  more 
doubtful  was  lie,  if  it  did  raise  its  head,  of  the  likelihood  of 
a  new  theatre  injuring  its  interests.    With  respect  to  the 
asserted  exclusive  rights  given  to  the  present  theatres  by  the 
patent  of  Charles  IL  he  should  just  briefly  consider  them  ; 
and  he  could  not  avoid  doing  so,  because  he  considered  not 
only  the  prerogatives  of  the  Crown,  but  the  rights  of  the 
subj^t  involved  in  the  question.    He  must  sajr,  he  much 
doubted  the  existence  of  the  prerogative  over  this  species  of-^ 
amusement.    Of  every  claim  on  the  part  ot  the  Crown  to 
exercise  a  prerogative,  the  subject  matter  ought  to  be  as 
ancient  as  the  Crown  itself.     It  should  exist  at  the  time  of 
the  settlement  at  all  events,  ifnotj  indeed,  coeval  with  the 
throne  itself.    Now  it  was  very  well  known,  that  it  was  not 
until  lately  that  tbe  stage  began  to  assume  any' thing  of  a 
settled  character.    He  wa»  ready,  for  argument's  sake,  to 
admit  the  original  gmnt  of  those  patents;  but  still  he  must 
deny  any  right  in  Charles  IL  to  make  any  such  grant.     He  . 
was  not  .enabled  thus  to  grant  in  perpetuo  an  exclusive  right, 
which  would  destroy  the  prerogative,'  as.  far  as  that  point 
was  concerned,  o^all  future  Kings.    Allowing  such  a  prin- 
ciple, would  go  at  once  to  give  the  prerogative  whicli  was 
attacned  to  the  throne  into  the  hands  of  the  King,  and 
make  the  attribute  of  the  Crown  itself  the  limited  and  exclu« 
sive  right  of  an  individual  monarch.    At  the  time  of  the 
•Usurpation,  it  was  known  that  the  Theatres  were  closed,  and 
tiot  opet^ed  a^in  till  the  asm  of  the  Restoration.    At  that 
time  a  vast  number  were  opened,  and  the  licentiousness  of 
the  stage  rose  to  such  a  height,  that  it  was  considered  pru* 
dent  to  limit  the  number  of  exhibitions.     Then  two  patents 
werie  given  to  Sir  William  Da venant  and  Killegrew.  Surely, 
however,  no  man  would  say,  that  by  these  grants  the  Grown 
parted  with  its  right  even  in  after-times  to  make  one  similar^ 
Vol.  11.-^1811.  SI 
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Surely  it  voiild  not  be  contended  that  one  king  had  any 

Jyovfet  by  a  sleeping  clause  to  prohibit  all  his  successors 
rom  exercising  an  authority  which  he  himself  bad  assumed. 
At  that  time,  and  for  some  time  after,  there  "were  only  two 
theatros  in  London.  .Now,  if  it  was  true  that  the  act  of 
Charles  IL  bound  all  his  successors,  of  course  no  patents 
could  have  been  granted  since.  But  was  tliat  the  case  ?  No. 
When  after  a  short  time  these  two  patents  happened  to  come 
into  the  hands  of  one  person,  a  licence  was  given  to  Betterton, 
who  set  up  a  theatre  in  LincolnVInn-fields,  After  him,  a 
licence  was  granted  to  Collier,  then  to  Ilicli,  and  afterwaids 
to  Garrick  and  Lacy.  Taking  these  facts,  tlien,  he  was  jus- 
.tified  in  denying  that  the  Patentees  had  any  claim  toexclu- 
bive  rights  in  consequence  of  these  patents.  The  right  hon. 
gentleman  had  attempted  to  cast  obloquy  upon  the  present 
applicants,  in  consequence  of  their  now  persisting  in  an  ap- 

Ilication  which  he  said  had  been  previously 'refused  by  the 
[ing  in  Council.  From  the  general  candour  which  tlie 
richt  hon.  gentleman  had  pursued  in  the  preceding  part  of 
bis  argument,  be  should  have  scarcely  expected  sucn  a  de* 
claration  as  thb.  One  would  suppose,  rrom  hearing  him, 
that  the  question  which  had  been  objected  to  by  the  Privy 
Council;  had  been  that  of  expediency;  whereas  the  fact  was, 
that  their  only  objection  was  to  the  rnoc/e  of  the  application. 
.They  refused  to  grant  the  petitioners  a  charter.  On  the 
ground  that  it  would  l)e  giving  them  an  advantage  over  the 
existing  Theatres.  The  rrivy  Council  in  this  step  had  taken 
the  opinion  of  the  Attorney  and  Solicitor  General ;  whick 
opinion  was  merely  on  the  point  of  justice  in  erecting  a 
Charter,  and  not  on  the  point  of  expediency  in  granting  a 
new  theatre.  It  was  very  for  from  the  wish  of  the  present 
applicants  to  take  advantage  of  the  calamity  which  had  in* 
volved  the  interests  of  Drury-lanc,  or  to  prevent  its  pro- 

Erietors  from  ever  emerging  from  their  difficulties — they 
ad  no  such  wish ;  so  fur  from  it|  that  he  would  say,  and 
^  he  believed  he  had  interest  enough  to  eflect  his  proposal, 
that  if  the  right  hon.  gentleman  would  declare  that  he  be- 
lieved the  re»erection  of  Drury-lane  was  probable  or  possible, 
the  present  Bill  should  be  suspended  until  the  point  was 
settled.  (  Heary  hear^  hear  I)  Let  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
only  make  his  personal  declaration,  that  the  re-establish- 
ineut  of  Drury-lane  was  not  impracticable,  and  the  Bill 
should  be  for  a  time  withdrawn.  He  did  not  mean  to  say^ 
that  the  projectors  would  thereby  pledge  themselves  not 
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a^in  to  come  forward  incase  tbey  found  it  expedient ;  but 
be  wished  to  shew  that  they  were  willing  and  anxious  to 
give  the  right  hon.  gentleman  every  opportunity  of  repair-, 
ing  the  misfortune  which  had  involved  the  interests  of  so 
many  sufferers.  iHear,  hear  !) 

Mr.  Whitbread  said,  he  should  beg  the  attention  of  the 
House,  till  he  offered  a  few  observations  on  the  subject.  He 
had  no  inter^t  in  the  Dnirv-Iane  Theatre,  more  than  th& 
share  he  took  in  the  general  calamity  tliat  had  befallen  the 
proprietors,  and  the  very  great  personal  regard  and  affection 
he  had  so  long  entertained  for  his  right  hon.  friend  near  him 
(Mr. Sheridan),  who  had  so  large  a  stake  in  that  concern; 
but  if  he  even  had  not  previously  had  that  regard,  the  d^« 
nified  manner  in  which  his  right  hon.  friend  conducted  him* 
«elf  on  receiving  the  first  intelligence  of  that  melancholy 
disaster,  which  happened  to  be  in  that  House,  and  which 
must  be  strong  in  the*  memory  of  many  members  who  were 
then  present,  would  have  impressed  him  with  the  most 
lively  interest  in  his  favour.  Theatres  were  places  concern- 
ing which  he  had  but  a  very  small  personal  knowledge ; 
but  his  name  having  been  inserted  in  tlie  Bill  with  those  'of 
many  others  of  his  friends,  he  had  felt  it  a  duty  incumbent 
on  him  to  give  it  his  utmost  attention  ;  and  he  had  the  sa* 
tisfaction  to  inforni  the  hon.  gentleman  behind  him,  who 
had  just  sat  down,  that  there  is  at  this  moment  a  very  great 

5robability  of  Drury-lane  Theatre  being  reestabliSied. 
'erms  had  been  proposed  to  the  renters  and  share-holders ; 
great  numbers  had  accepted  the  proposition,  and  there  were 
reasonable  nounds  to  hope  the  remainder  would  do  thf; 
same.  He  did^not  wish,  therefore,  now  to  oppose  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill)  the  gentlemen  concerned  in  which  had 
conducted  themselves  in  so  truly  satisfactory  a  manner ;  but 
he  wodld  propose  that  they  should  defer  the  second  reading 
till  this  day  six  weeks,  and  in  the  course  of  that  time  he  had 
.  no  doubt  it  would  be  fully  ascertained  whether  Drury-lane 
Theatre  would  be  rebuilt  or  not.  Should  it  turn  out  that  it 
cannot  be  effected,  the  gentlemen  concerned  in  the  present 
Bill  would  have  time  enough  to  proceed  in  it  during  the 
present  Session ;  and  in  case  Drury-lane  should  be  rebuilt, 
they  may,  at  the  end  of  the  time  proposed,  either  take  the 
sense  of  the  House  on  the  second  reading,  or  withdraw  it 
till  another  Session,  as  they  might  thdn  deem  it  most  proper 
and  desimble.  He  concluded  by  moving,  that  the  second 
leading  of  the  BUI  be  deferred  to  this  day  six  weeks. 


498 


THE  PAELUIfBMTAEY   flEGlSTER. 


[COH* 


The  Sveaker  faayuff  put  the  qaestioo  on  the  augend  ment, 

Mr.  Mcltisk  said*  that  not  haying  an  opportunity  of  con- 
vening vrith  any  of  the  Parties  at  whose  instance  he  had  nn* 
dertaken  to  bring  in  the  Bill,  he  did  nqt  feel  justifiad  in  ac* 
ceding  to  the  proposition  made  hj  the  hon.  genllemani 
tboncrh  he  felt  every  duposition  on  bis  own  part  to  dp  so : 
but  ^f  the  hon.  gentleman  would  consent  that  the  second 
reeding  should  stand  for  any  day  in  thecourse  of  the  nea^t 
three  or  four  weeks,  till  he  could  consult  those  who  had  en- 
trust him  with  the  management  of  the  Bill,  he  thought 
they  niight  be  induced  to  accept  the  mode  proposed* 

ilr.  nUtbread  said  a  few  words  across  the  table,  irbidi 
^e  could  not  hear* 

ilf  r.  MelHs^  said,  he  ^vrould  leave  it  to  the  9en6e  of  the 
)3ouse. 

The  question  if  as  then  p^t,  and  Mr.  Whiibread*s  amendr 
ment  was  agreed  to. 

BEIBEET  BILl.. 

Mr*  C.  Jfyme  said,  that  he  had  Ia|t  year  stated  tbf 
feasons  on  which  he  brought  in  his  Bill  in  so  full  a  manneri 
that  as  there  was  then  no  opposition  to  it,  and  this  w<is  only 
a  copy  of  the  same,  he  had  flattered  himself  he  need  nci 
irouble  the  House  to  go  into  any  detail  at  present.  Having, 
however,  understood  that  it  would  this  night  be  contended 
there  was  no  occasion  for  such  a  Bill,  he  hoped  be  might  b^ 
permitted  to  enter  into  some  details  as  to  the  nature  and  ex- 
tent of  the  present  Bill.  He  then  proceeded  to  eni(merate 
the  various  statutes  which  the  House  had  thought  proper  to 
l^ss,  from  time  to  time,  for  the  punishment  ofbribeiy,  apd 
tpr^'the  security  of  the  freedom  of  election.  Still  he  said^ 
tirays  and  means  had  been  found  to  evade  those  several  acts, 
cspeciaTlv  by  the  defects  which  e^^isted  in  them  as  to  the 
^od^  of  giving  evidence  of  the  fact — o4e  of  his  claiiscf 
would,  be  -flattered  himself,  remedy  this  defect.  Ther^ 
were  also  mahy  tricks  played  on  the  subject  of  peoaliies  in* 
curred  under  these  acts.  If  a  person/  knowing  himself 
liable  to  several  penalties,  pointed  put  aQother  who  was  akq 
concerned,  and  a  penalty  was  recoveied  from  him^  the  oth^ 
iparty  escaped  from  all  he  had  committed.    It  had  bcm 

!>roved  already^  that  one  me^iber  had  saved  hi^iself  by  this 
ricV*  Another  pf  his  clauses  would  go  to  that  poiut. 
When  the  late  Act  against  bribery,  which  pased  two  yeasi 
ago,  was  first  brought  in^  \t  if^  ai^gued  ftg^uirt  it  that  tlif 
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country  kad  arisen  to  its  then  state  of  prosperity  under  the 
system  which  had  antecedently  prevailed,  andifaat  there  was 
no  occasion  to  alter  the  lai\  on  that  head ;  but  this  ar^u* 
ment  did  not  prove  satisfactory  to  the  House  or  to  the 
(Country,  and  the  Bill  passed  into  a  law.  Still,  however,  it 
bad  be«i  found,  that  Act  was  not  sufficient ;  for  since  it  was 
passed,  seata  bad  been  bought  and  sold.*  He  did  not  wish 
to  enter  into  details  on  these  matters — ^they  were  very  dis« 
agtonble ;  but  if  ^ntleinen  of  that  House  would  give  them 
due  consideration  in  their  closetsj  they  must  be  convinced  of 
the  necessity  of  a  bill  which  will  more  effectnally  prevent  the 
progress  of  bribery.  He  hoped  that  House  would  agree  to 
let  this  Bill  go  to  a  Committee,  in  which  they  would  be  able 
to  go  into  details.  After  that,  if  they  should  not  think  it 
necessary  .to  proceed  any  further,  he  should  severely  lament 
the  passing  of  the  Bill  on  this  subject  two  years  ago,  by 
which  the  House  W9S  in  a  manner  pledged  to  folbw  up  the 
business  and,  if  possible,  make  that  Act  effectual.  If  they 
did  not,  they  would  desert  their  own  pledge,  and  render  the 
Act  a  mere  brutum  fulmen  ;  and  it  was  easy  to  foresee  what 
opinion  the  public  would  form  of  such  conduct,  and  the 
chimoiirs  which  would  ensue  in  consequence  of  it. 

Afr,  Brand  objected  to  the  principle  of  the  Bill,  on  the 
ground  that  no  good  could  arise  from  it,  unless  the  House 
went  into  a  general  and  comprehensive  view  of  the  subjects 
He  thought  his  hon.  and  learned  friend  would  find  great 
'difficulty  in  applying  partial  jremedies  to  general  evils.  It 
was  bis  (Mr-  B's)  intention,  very  soon  after  the  Easter  recess^ 
to  bring  in  a  Bill  on  this  subject,  on  a  much  mpre  extended 
9eale,  mr  the  remedy  of  this  evil.  The  common  tricks  at 
general  elections  were  too  various  and  numerous  to  be  reached 
%y  such  a  bill  as  that  row  before  the  House.  Anicious  as  be 
WQs  to  bring  forward  a  plan  for  a  moderate  reform  in  the  re« 

Ereaentation  of  the  people,  his  hon.  friend  might  rest  assured 
e  would  lose  no  time  in  bringing  forward  his  m^sare ;  and 
4S  that  would  embrace  the  subject  in  a  moie  extensive  way^ 
he  hoped  his  hon.  friend  would  consent  to  withdraw  his 
bill. 

Mr.  Johnstone  objected  to  the  Bill.  The  hoa.  gentleman 
had  said,  that  seats  in  that  House  had  been  bought  andtekl 
•ince  the  passing  of  the  Act  on  this  subject  two  years  ago ; 
but  be  had  not  mentioned  the  places ;  there  was  no  evidence 
pi  it,  and  he  (ttfr.  Johnstone)  did  not  believe  the  fact.  The 
friause  in  the  former  Act  was  for  the  purpose  of  discovering 
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biibeiy  It  if^s  said  that  Ibe  provisions  of  a  subscauent  Act 
•creeniod  pefsons  that  bad  bceti  guilty  of  bribery,  if  gentle* 
men  would,  however,  consider  the  Cricklade  case,  they 
would  see  that  a  noble  personage  implicated  in  thoae  prac- 
tices waa  not  screened  by  it^  but  paid  at  least  SOfiOOi  in  pe- 
nalties. Altboogh  there  might  be  an  instance  of  a  single 
member  having  screened  himself  in  the  way  alluded  to,  yet 
it  was  not  worth  legislating  for  a  single  instance.  He  ob- 
jected, however,  principally  to  the  fnndaroental  change  that 
.  this  Bill  would  introduce  4n  the  law  of  evidence,  by  compel- 
ling witnesses  to  criminate  themselves. 

Mr.  Cutxcen  was  surprised  at  finding,  that  his  bon.  friend 
(Mr.  Brand)  thought,  tlmt  nothing  short  of  mdical  reform 
would  do  goodf  but  should  rather  be  opposed  as  likely  to  do 
mischief.  However  attached  he  was  to  the  principle  of  a 
reform  iu  the  representation,  he  was  not  sanguine  enough  io 
think,  that  any  great  change  was  now  practicable ;  nor  did 
he  believe  that  among  those  who  were  most  anxious  about 
it,  many  could  be  found  whose  opinions  agreed  as  to  the  sort 
of  change  tliey  would  wish  for.  As  io  the  Bill  which  be  had 
bad  the  honour  of  bringing  in  on  a  former  occasion,  after  all 
the  alterations  which  it  had  met  in  the  House,  he  bad  verj 
slight  hopes  of  its  being  efficient ;  but  he  had  hoped  that  other 
•  men  of  greater  talents  than  himself  would  have  taken  up  the 
principle  of  that  Bill,  and  the  declaration  of  its  preamble,  to 
which  the  House  appeared  pledged,  and  introduce  mea- 
sures more  likely  to  be  efficient.  As  to  the  hon.  gentleman 
,(Mr.  Jdhnstone),  who  now  said  something  of  moderate  re- 
Ibrm,  that  gentleman  had  been  the  first  to  olgect  to  the  Bill 
he  bad  brought  in.  It  was  notorious,  however,  that  tbe 
House  of  Commons  did  not  at  present  enjoy  that-  degpnee  of 
Mspect  and  attachment  of  the  people  which  a  House  of 
Commonsoughtto  have.  It  was  impossible  to  defend  the 
manner  in  which  the  House  of  Commons  was  now  formed  : 
be  should,  however,  be  content,  if  he  saw  a  gradual  but  con- 
.ataiit  progress  to  reform  it.  It  appeared  to  bim,  that  if  even 
one  single  case  could  be  shewn  where  a  Member  of  Parlia- 
ment bad  actually  screened  himself  from  the  penalties  of  the 
laws  against  bribery,  by  the  trick  of  turning  informer  against 
seme  other  person,  and  being  thus  himself  indemnified, 
that  single  case  would  be  ground  enough  to  induce  the  Le* 
gislatureto  take  measures  to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  such 
a  shameful  case.  He  tiiought  that  a  person  implicated  in 
such  transactions  ought  not  to  be  permitted  to  sit  iu  that 
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House.  He  thougbt  that  this  Bill  ought  at  least  to  be  per- 
mitted to  go  into  a  Committee,  in  ord^r  that  it  might' have 
the  fullest  discussion.  If  they  were  to  get  rid  of  tnis  mea- 
sure without  a  full  discussion,  they  need  not  expect  that  the 
people  at  large  would  believe  that  it  was,  that  their  purit5r 
was  so  great  that  no  reform  was  necessary.  On  the  contrary, 
they  would  say,  that  it  was  their  corruption,  which*  was 
such,  that  they  feared  the  introduction  of  a^iy  measure  of 
reform,  and  were  determined  to  oppose  it. 

Sir  John  AnslriUher  could  not  avoid  observing,  that  the 
hon.  gentleman  who  spoke  last  (Mr.  Curwen)  had,  througk- 
the  whole  course  of  his  speech,  treated  this  Bill  as  a  bill  for 
parliamentary  reform,  instead  of  a  bill  applying  to  the  par- 
ticular  laws  respecting  bribery.     If  the  hon.  gentleman  had 
brought  h  in  as  a  bill  of  parliamentary  reform,  he  should 
give  it  that  opposition  which  he  always  had  given,  and  al-. 
ways  should  give,  to  any  bills  which  propoKd  to  alter  > the  • 
present  mode  of  representation  in  Parliament.    As  io  the 
charge,  or  rather  threat  held  out  to  them,  that  if  the  House 
were  to  reject  this  and  similar  measures,  they  would  lose  the  • 
confidence  and  afiection  of  the  people,  he  could  only  answer, 
that  whatever  the  House  in  its  sober  judgment,  after  niatare 
deliberation!  thought  was  proper  to  be  done,  that  it  was  their 
duty  to  do  without  regarcling  whether  it  was  pleasing  to 
the  people  or  un  pleasing.    He  thought  the  House  should 
hot  introduce  into  legislation,  a  principle  not  onlynew» 
but  very  dangerous.    The  law  of  evidence  now,  in  all  cri- 
minal cases,  is,  that  no  persons  can  be  called  upon  to  dis- 
close facts  which  would  criminate  themselves.    This  prin-* 
ciple  so  universally  pervaded  pur  law,  that  he  believea  the 
hon.  gentleman  could  not  shew  an  exception.  (Mr.  Wynue 
here  said,  the  Statute  about  Gaming).    It  was  true,  the  Sta- 
tute of  Gaming,  passed  in  the  2d  of  Anne,  did  compel  persons 
to  disclose  such  transactions  in  their  answers  to  a  bill  in 
equity ;  but  as  it  gave  the  (3ourt  no  power  to  make  a  decree  - 
tipon  such  a  disclosure,  the  statute  had,  in  fact,  never  been 
acted  on.    Although  a  witness  might  be  indemnified  from 

IHinishment  for  siich  disclosure,  yet  what  could  indemnify 
lim  for  the  loss  of  character,  which  in  some  cases  his  con- 
fession would  expose  him  to  ?  He  also  objected  to  this  new 
principle,  because  he  was  convinced,  that  it  would  hold  out 
a  great  temptation  to  perjury.  In  other  cates  where  the 
only  witness  is  an  informer,  he  comes  into  a  C^onrt  of  Justice 
with  an  odium  attached  to  his  character,  which  makes  his 
tesiioiODy  not  received  so  readily.     But  when  a  person  was 
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compelled  by  law  to  come  into  a  G>art»  and  give  evidence, 
M  this  odium  was  removed.  A  single  witnciss  would  there* 
lore  have  in  this  case  a  great  power,  either  of  convicting  a 
person  to  whom  such  witness  was  hostile,  or  of  acquitting 
any  person  to  whom  he  was  friendly.  If  this  principle  was 
ooce  introduced,  it  would  be  impossible  to  say  how  fiir  rt 
'  might  be  carried*  Why  might  it  noi  be  as  well  applied  to 
every  other  species  of  crime  which  is  perpetrated  by  seve- 
ral persons  in  conspiracy  ?  He  thought  upon  the  whole, 
that  the  Bit!  would  mther  tend  to  promote  perjury,  than  to 
prevent  briberv. 

Sir  John  liarport  was  not  surprised  that  those  gentle* 
men  who  at  all  times,  and  in  all  stages,  opposed  reform^ 
should  be  inimical  to  the  present  Bill.  It  would  be  difficult, 
indeed y  to  bring  forward  any  species  of  reform  which  could 
meet  their  support.  If  a  resolution  was  proposed,  then 
thev  professed  themselves  averse'  to  abstract  declarations^  ^ 
and  called  for  some  specific  detailed  plan.  If,  howeTer« 
any  specific  detailed  measure,  tending  to  reform  the  repre* 
•entation,  was  proposed,  they  would  hardly  discuss  or  allow 
it  to  go  into  a  Committee.  Most  of  the  objections  which 
had  ^>en  made,  were  to  clauses  which  would  be  discussed 
more  properly  in  the  Committee.  Those  who  were  inimical 
to  all  reforms,  naturally  wished  to  postpone  every  attempt  of 
this  nature.  Those  who  had  opposed  the  Grenville  Acf^ 
when  it  was  before  the  House,  yet  after  it  was  passed  pro- 
fessed to  admire  it,  and  In  answer  to  any  proposed  improve- 
ment they  would  say,  What,  have  we  not  the  Grenville 
Actf  In  the  same  manner,  those  who  had  opposed  Mr*  ' 
Corwen's  Bill,  now  appeared  to  praise  it,  and  said,  Cannot' 
you  wait  seven  years  longer,  and  try  tbe  effect  of  it  ?    If  the 

Srinciple  of  Mr.  Curwen's  Bill  was  not  to  be  followed  up,  that 
till  (altered  as  it  was  in  that  House]  must  have  done  more 
harm  than  good.     It  could  have  served  no  other  purpose, 
than  to  blina  tbe  people  with  the  supposition,  that  something 
was  doing  for  the  cause  of  reform,  when  in  fact  nothing 
had  been  done.     He  thought  the  Bill  ought  at  least  to 
be  allowed  to  go  into  a  Committee, 
ikfr.  Jl/orris  spoke  against  the  Bill. 
Mr.  IV.  IVjjithe  said  a  few  words  in  reply,  and  the  House 
divided- 
Ayes        •••        •         •        •         •        If 
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Tbe  Militia  Ealiitipeot  Bill  ,wag ordered  to  be  ooosidtied 
to-morrow. 

The  Hoose  resolred  it$elf  into  a  Committee  on  the  Irish 
SuDpIjr* 

Mr.  Foster  moved  that  S5,000/.  he  graqted  for  the 
CrimiDal  Prosecutionsj  and  other  law  expeoces  in  Ireland 
for  1811. 

Sir  John  Newport  objected  to  the  magnitude  of  tiie  ex« 

?&nce ;  and,  in  answer  to  some  observations  from  Mr.  W* 
ble,  said  that  he  woald  not  be  put  down  by  any  man^  and 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  W.  Pole)  spoke  not 
merely  with  the  haughtiness  of  offioej  bat  with  the  heredi* 
tary  arroeauce  of  his  family. 

Mr.  fV.  Pofo  replied. 

Mr.  Foster  then  moved  a  grant  of 

1200/.  for  printing  and  binding  several  Acts  of  the  5lst  of 
the  present  King. 

SdOO/.  for  apprehending  Offendelv. 

9481/.  9s.  4a.  for  the  support  of  Non«conforming  Mi* 
nisters. 

1047/*  10s.  fid.  for  the  ezpences  of  Pratique. 

]0»000/.  to  tbe  Board  of  First  Fruiu. 

SJQiL.  for  Seceding  Ministers. 
,  4(f00/.  for  Treasury  Incidents. 

10,5001.  for  publishing  proclamations  in  the  Gaiette  and 
newspapers. 

Mr.  Parnell  objected  to  this  sum,  as  merely  for  the  pur- 
pose of  bribing  the  Irish  press. 

Mr.  W.  Pole  stated,  that  the  ffrant  was  absolutely  neces- 
sary ;  that  it  had  been  drawn  within  the  closest  limits  possi- 
ble, and  thst  the  real  expence  exceeded  the  grant  by  Par- 
liament.   The  expence  of  this  year  would  be  16,000/. 

After  some  observations  from  Sir  John  Newport,  Mr. 
Parnell,  Mr.  Ponsonby,  and  Mr.  Grattan^  the  motion  was 
i^greed  to. 

59,447^*  was  next  moved  for  the  expences  of  the  &oard 
of  Works  in  Ireland. 

After  a  short  discussion,  the  vote  was  agreed  to. 

A  variety  of  sums  were  then  voted,  upon  many  of  which 
some  conversation  took  place. 

The  House  having  resumed,  the  report  was  ordered  to  be 
teeeived  the  next  day. 

VoLyll.— I81I.  »K 
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Mr.  Hutchinson,  before  the  House  bad  resumed,  took  aa 
opportunity  to  allude  to  a  rumour  which  he  had  heard,  tbat 
it  was  in  contemplation  to  remove  the  Irish  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  and  to  ask  the  right  honourable  gentlemaa 
opposite,  whether  ia  that  event  it  was  his  intention  to  abo-» 
lish  the  office  altogether,  or  to  merge  it  in  some  other  office. 
In  the  present  state  of  the  country,  it  was  extremely  desira* 
ble  that  every  possible  saving  should  be  effected. 

Mr.  Foster  thought  the  question  of  his  honourable  friend 
out  of  order,  and  should  only  observe  in  answer,  that  he 
trusted  the  Irish  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  would  not 
be  put  upon  his  trials  or  condediDed  without  a  fair 
hearing. 

The  other  orders  of  the  day  were  tben  disposed  of^  arid^ 
the  House  adjourned  at  one  o'clock. 


'  Wi 
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TUESDAY,   MARCH  26. 
BATTLE  IN  SPAIN* 

The  Earl  of.  lAvrrpool  rose,  and  gave  notice  of  his  in- 
tention to  move,  on  Thursslay  next,  the  Thanks  of  the 
House  to  General  Graham,  and  the  army  under  his  com- 
mand, for  their  conduct  in  the  recent  action  at  Barrosa, 
iu  Spain. 

LIBERTY   OF   COlfSCIENCB. 

On  the  order  of 'the  day  for  tbe  second  reading  of  the 
Bill  "  for  the  better  security  of  the  Liberty  of  Consci- 
ence," 

The  Earl  of  ^Liverpool  rose,  and  briefly  stated  bis  objec- 
tion to  the  Bill,  on  the  ground  of  its- being  totally  unne< 
cessary,  as  the  regulations  of  the  army  provided  for  all  tbat 
the  Bill  professed  to  eaact,  His  lordship  intimated  his  in- 
tention to  move,  that  it  be  read  a  second  time  on  that  day. 
six  months. 

Earl  Stanhope  then  rose,  and  spoke  at  considerablo 
length,  and  with  much  animation,  in  support  of  the  second 
reading,  and  the  committal  of  his  Bill.  When  he  first 
proposed  a  clause  to  the  same  effect  in  the  Mutiny  Bill,,  be 
was  told  that  it  would  be  better  to  make  it  the  subject  of  a 
Statute.    He  had  done  so*    On  former  discussions,  be  ha4 
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the  satisfaction  at  least  of  finding*  that  no  one  was  hardy 
enough  to  dispute  his  main  proposition  cespecting  the  rights 
of  cofisciencey  and  the  folly  and  crime  of  coercing  wan- 
tonly, or  preventing,  the  exercise  of  those  rights.  There, 
being  that  universal  assent  as  to  what  QUght  to  be  done  oa 
this  subject,  he  had  since  proposed  by  a  Bill,  as  he  did  thea 
by  a  Clause,  to  place  that  which  was  right  on  the  solid 
footing  of  the  law  of  the  land,  and  not  to  leare  it  any  < 
longer  at  the  n^ercy'or  caprice  of  any  individual,  or  any  set 
of  individuals.  He  could  hear  no  kin(f  of  reason  why  this 
could  not  be  done,  as  in  justice  it  was  called  for.  He  could  - 
get  no  arguments.  The  noble  Lord  opposite  (Liverpool) 
contented  himself  with  saying  it  was  unnecessary,  and  that 
a  declaratory  enactment  threw  oat  doubts — the  strangest 
way  of  understanding  a  declaratory  enactment  that  he  had 
ever  heard  of.  The  noble  Lord  was  so  shy  of  arguments^ 
so  shifting  and  changing  in  his  grounds,  at^d  yet  so  much 
afraid  of  coming  to  the  point,  that  it  would  seem  as  if  he 
had  been  studying  Hudibras ;  and  had  learned  that-r- 

^"  The  man  who  fights  and  runs  away, 
«  May  live  to  fight  another  daj." 

— ^But  the  noble  Lord  flinched  from  arguing  the  question , 
knowing  that — 

"  He,  who  is  in  battle  slain, 

"  Can  never  rise  to  fight  again*'' 

—As  to  the  argument,  that  there  was  no  necessity  for  the 
Bill,  it  was  quite  untenable.  If  it  was  fit  that  freedom  of 
conscience  should  exist  in  this  country,  what  was  the  ob- 
jection to  making  it  so  by  law,  that  every  man  might  know 
}t,  and  assert  his  right  without  fear,  doubt,  or  danger  ?  He 
had  already  mentioned  to  the  House  the  policy  as  well  as 
the  justice  of  the  measure ;  and  had  reminded  them,  that 
during  the  first  fifteen  years  of  this  reign,  above  ISOO  places 
of  worship  were  licensed  nnder  the  Toleration  Act;  and  in 
the  last  fifteen  years,  above  7000;  in  the  whole  reign,  above 
19,000;  which  was  a  greater  number  than  that  of  all  the 
places  of  worship,  taken  together,  belonging  to  the  Esta- 
blished Church  in  £nglaud,  properly  so  called.  There 
Were  the  Scotch  Presbyterians,  ana  in  Ireland  ten  to  one  of 
Dissenters  of  all  sorts,  compared  with  the  number  of  those 
of  the  establishment.  In  our  army  and  navy,  the  number 
of  Dissenters  was^n  a  still  greater  proportion.    Those  men 
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were  Bgbting  the  battles  of  their  coontij,  and  keeping  lu  iit 
safety ;  and  was  it  just  and  prudent  that  they  should  be  so 
treated  ?   The  soldier  had  great  duties  to  pernirm.    He  bad 
his  duty,  in  common  with  others,  to  his  couotrv,  his  duty 
to  his  King,  his  duty  to  obey  his  OiBcers  \  and  further  than 
this,  his  greatest  duty,  if  be  was  a  religious  man,  of  wor- 
shippine  God  according  to  his  own  conscience.    This  wa» 
one  of  tne  inalienable  rights  of  man,  which  he  could  not 
give  up  to  another,  and  which  no  other  had  a  right  to  usurp 
mm  him.    What  could  be  the  object  of  opposing  a  law  to 
establish  its  free  exercise  ?    Was  it  that  the  seneral  ordera 
might  at  some  not  distant  day  be  altered  as  it  may  suit  the 
▼lews  of  men  in  power  f    He  was  determined  to  bersevere 
in  a  matter  which  concerned  immutable  justice.  The  hydra 
of  oppression  was  enormous  and  powerful.    It  had  many 
lieaas  with  long  necks  that  required  to  be  struck  off,  and 
then,  even  if  not  watched,  would  sprine  up  again.    Some 
of  these  heads  be  had  already  lent  his  helping  hand  to  cut 
off*    There  was  the  hydra-bead  of  the  infernal  slave-trade, 
which  was  at  length  cut  off  with  great  trouble,  and  after  a 
long  time.    The  noble  £arl  enumerated  several  other  in- 
stances, till  he  came  to  the  practice  under  the  debtor  and 
creditor  law.    That  head  was  likely  to  get  a  blow  at  no 
long  period  hence*    Then  there  were  the  delays  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  justice*    That  head  too,  be  hoped,  would 
soon  be  lopped  away.    There  was  also  the  intolerant  prac^ 
tiees  respecting  conscientious  persons  of  different  religions. 
That  head  must  submit  to  the  same  fate.    But  it  wasonlv 
By  perseverance  that  the  monster,  the  hydra,  could  be  ef^ 
fcctually  crushed.    What  was  the  authority  of  the  noble 
Secretaryof  State,  who  said  such  measures  were  unneces- 
sary ?     W  bat  were  his  ^reat  qualifications  which  gave  him 
that  authority  f    He  might  have  more  talents,  and  learn- 
ing, and  wisdom,  than  ne  (Earl  Stanhope)  could  presume 
to  pretend  to.    But  where  were  they  to  be  found  ?    Waa 
his  humanity  to  be  found  in  the  abolition  of  the  inbomaii 
slave-trade,  which  abaliUon  he  always  opposed,  till  at  last 
Parliament,  by  a  sacred  law,  carried  it,  voting  that  to  be 
inhuman  and  unjust  which  he  had  always  supported  i  Was 
his  foresight  to  be  discerned  in  his  once  projected  march  to 
Paris?     Was  his  superior  policy  to  be  seen  in  our  commer- 
cial credit,  in  his  setting  the  world  by  the  ears,  atni  his 
wise  management  of  the  quarrel  with  America  ?  Wera  hia 
liberality  and  his  justice  to  be  found  in  his  refusing  to  make 
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a  law  of  that  freedom  of  conscience,  which  he  could  not 
deny  oneht  to  be  law  ?    Some  good,  however,  had  accrued 

"^Irom  endeayoaring  to  get  this  matter  discussed*  The  Mi« 
Ulster,  after  what  had  passed,  and  what  he  had  been  com- 
pelled to  admit,  dare  not  presume  to  act  in  this  respect  con- 
trary to  the  rights  of  conscience,  against  a  Fellow-subject. 
He  begged  the  Right  Reverend  Prelate*s  attention  to  the 
rights  or  conscience*  Suppose  any  of  their  lordships,  they 
being  all  Protestants  as  he  himself  was,  was  to  be  at  Con- 
stantinople, where  the  established  religion  was  Mahomet- 
anism,  or  in  Spain  among  the  Catholics,  or  in  some  town 
inhabited  by  Jews,  and  tbe;^  were  ordered  to  attend  at  the 
mosque,  or  at  the  mass,  or  m  the  synagogues,  how  would 
they  like  it?  What  wquld.they  say  ofsuch  oppression  ?— - 
Let  them,  therefore,  do  as  they  would  be  done  by !  Sup- 
pose many  of  these  grekt  bodies  of  Dissenters  of  various 
sorts  were  to  be  harassed  in  their  religious  feelings,  who 
could  answer  for  the  consequences  ?  There  were  people  in 
this  country  who  knew  better  when  they  had  cause  ot  com- 
plaint than  to  assail  power  in  its  strongest  piapes,  and  that 
was  Tery  natural  when  there!  were  weak  or  spre  places  to  at- 
tadc.  it  was  no  use  to  attack  Achilles  upon  his  face,  or  his 
arms,  his  breast,  or  his  thighs,  for  there  he  was  invulnera- 
ble :  but  he  could  be  hit  upon  the  heel,  and  there  the  fellow 
was  vulnerable.  Now  there  were  some  things  which  in 
certain  cases  ipight  draw  the  notice  of  some  people.  There 
were  such  things  as  tyihes,  which  the  farmer  and  the  landed 

.  interest  were  not  remarkably  fond  of.  He  mentioned  such 
possibilities  as  fit  for  their  lordships'  consideration.  He  im- 
.  plored  all  their  lordships  to  weigh  the  subject  of  this  Bill 
maturely.  Let  them  figure  to  themselves  the  possible  case 
of  an  officer  having  ordered  a  man  to  a  church  contrary  to 
the  man's  conscience,  the  officer  possibly  not  knowing  of 
the  general  order.  Suppose  the  man  refused  to  go,  say- 
ing, ^  I  won't."  Suppose  a  scuffle,  ensued,  and  either  the 
officer  or  the  private  should  lose  his  life  in  the  fray  ?  Would 
it  not  be  a  shocking  case  ?  Why  not  make  a  law,  and  pro- 
vide the  best  remedy  they  could  against  the  possibility  of 
such  alarming  dangers?  What  a  dreadful  degree  of  irri- 
tation might  be  occasioned  by  our  present  system  I  Under 
the  forms  of  courts-martial,  the  most  dreadful  punishments, 
were  sometimes  inflicted*  Re  then  read  a  proclamation  of 
Crovernor  Hislop,  in  Trinidad,  proclaiming  martial  law 
^ere.     He  read  also  pact  of  an  account  of  a  person  who 
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was  seatenced  to  lose  both  ears,  and  to  lose  bis  life  if  he 
leturned  to  the  island.  After  various  other  observations,  he 
pressed  on  their  Lordships*  minds  the' importance  of  the 
subject.  The  tights  of  conscience  were  equal  to  all :  and 
it  did  not  become  them  to  judge  for,  and  (Coerce  others. 
Thej  were  now  in  their  rob^ — soon  they  must  tie  in  their 
shrouds.  They  should  think  of  the  short  space  of  time 
allotted  to  them  here-«-of  the  small  place  they  occupied  in 
this  world— •of  the  insignificance  of  this  world,  and  the 
whole  solar  system,  compared  with  that  universe  around 
us,  in  which  God  reigns!  They  should  reflect  or\  what 
they  owed  to  others  as  well  as  themselves,  as  part  of 
tl)e  duty  they  owed  to  that  great  Being,  besides  whom 
there  was  no  other  Being  worthy  consideration.  He 
washed  his  bands  of  all  toe  ill  consequences  that  might 
happen. 

Lord  Redesdale  replied  to  Earl  Stanhope,  and  said»  the 
affairs  of  Trinidad  had  no  application.  There  was  sufficient 
security  alreadv  by  law  for  /the  desired  purpose.  The 
Legislature  had  already  removed  the  disabiiiti^  from  Catho- 
lics as  far  as  to  its  Wisdom  seemed  prudent.  He  believed 
the  Catholics  in  general  were  satisfied  on  the  points  the 
noble  Earl.had  spoken  to,  whose  speeches  on  these  subject9 
bad  a  tendency  to  bring  the  established  Church  into  odium 
and  ridicule^  and  gave  a  preference  to  the  character  of  Dis* 
senters. 

Lord  Holland  very  ably  defended  the  principles  of  Earl 
Stanhope'iB  Bill,  and  declared  the  right  of  conscience  to 
be  one^  which  no  Churchy  State,  or  King  bad  a  right  to 
take  away. 

The  Earl  of  Carlisle  spoke  in  favour  of  the  Bill. 

Earl  Stanhope  defended  himself  from  the  charge  of  casting 
imputations  on  the  Church  of  England.  He  complained 
of  the  manner  in  which  his  clause  and  Bill  had  been  treated 
hy  noble  Lords^  who  put  him  in  the  situation  of  the  butcher 
with  the  two  thieves,  one  of  whom  stole  the  butcher's  meat 
and  gave  it  to  the  other.  When  the  man  wanted  his  own, 
he  that  took  it  had  it  not,  and  he  that  had  it  did  not  take 
it.  {A  laugh !)  He  concluded  with  a  variety  of  argu* 
ments. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Earl  of  Liverpool,  the  second 
reading  was  postponed  till  that  day  six  months. — ^Ad- 
journed. 
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HOySE  OF  COMMONS, 

TUBSDAVy   MARCH    £6. 

.   A  member  moved  the  second  reading  .of  the  Spllsbj 
Poor  Bill  on  this  day  month. 

Sir  Samuel  Romilly^  after  reprobating'  the  Bill  as 
introducing  solitary  confinement  and  flogging  as  ordinary 
punishments^  and  stating  some  instances  of  similar  crueltj 
in  other  Poor  Bills,  moved|  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time  this  day  six  months,  iivhich  wics  carried  without  a  divi-^ ' 
fion^;and  the  Bill  was  lost. 

CHARITABLE  DONATIONS* 

Mr.  Lochhart  rose  for  leaye  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  secure 
the  due  appropriation  of  bequests  for  charitable  purposes^ 
The  measure  had  been  brought  before  the  House  in  the  last  ^ 
session  by  an  honourable  member  (Mr.  Wilberforce),  and 
it  was  to  be  hoped  that  it  had  then  been  only  delayed.  The 
measure  appeared  to  him  (Mr.  Lockhart)  of  great  im« 
portance.  There  was  on  the  journals  a  report  of  a  Com- 
mittee appointed  to  examine  into  the  amount  of  those  be- 
quests. The  Committee  found  that  they  amounted  to  aboTe 
40,000/.  a  year,  and  250,000/.  in  the  Bank.  They  observed, 
that  a  longer  search  would  probably  discover  much  more;  that 
many  bequests  were  lost,  and  many  in  danger  of  being  lost, 
from  lapse  of  time.  The  remedy  proposed  for  this  great 
evil  was  simply  the  registry  of  all  bequests,  by  which  they 
would  come  distinctly  l^fore  the  public  eye.  Ihis  publicity 
would  raise  the  value  of  the  leases  and  other  property,  by 
exposing  that  to  the  general  competition  or  purcb^ners, 
which  was  now  too  often  leased  out  to  favourites  and  friends. 
The  property,  which  in  1786  was  250,000/.  was  now  pro- 
tiablv  half  a  million, 

Mr.  Wilberforce  seconded  the  motion.  The  measure 
appeared  to  him  of  immense  importance.  Those  bequests 
were  the  property  of  the  lower  orders ;  and  it  became  the 
House  to  shew  to  them^  that  (heir  property  was  an  object  of 
public  care.  ^ 

Sir  S.  llomilli/  had  no  intention  of  opposing  the  motion; 
but  the  registry  would  not  cure  the  abuse.  The  cause  was 
not  want  of  publicity,  butof  an  appropriate  legal  remedy. 
There  was  now  actually  no  remedy  at  law.  What  was  the 
course  for  recovering  one  of  those  bequests?  An  iofor* 
mation  in  Chancery  must  be  filed  in  the  Attorney-Generals 
liame ;  and  to  carry  this  process  onward^  some  person  must 
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volunteer  the  iavidious  and  troublesome  office  of  standing 
up  as  a  cbanipiion  for  the  rights  of  the  poor,  against  tl^ 
corporation  or  other  parties.  He  mustsnbject  nimself  to 
the  payment  of  costs,  in  case  of  &ilare;  as  in  case  of  success, 
he  could  ontj  look  for  his  costs  lo  the  bequest :  but  here,  by 
the  neoBBsary  forms  of  Chancery,  he  might  be  retarded  for 
years.  No  tnan  would  therefore  be  found  io  interfere  with 
this  perilous  and  expensive  office ;  and  until  a  remedy  to 
the  present  course  of  law  was  found,  no  remedy  couhl  be 
foqnd  to  the  evil  complained  of.  But  let  Parliament  em- 
power the  Lord-Chancellor  to  proceed  upon  petition  in  tba 
case,  by  virtue  of  his  visitatorial  capacity,  and  the  remedy 
would  be  full,  immediate,  and  effectual. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mn  W.  Wynne,  leave  was  given 
to  bring  in  the  BilL 

miLITIA   ENLISTMENT. 

Mr.. Ryder  moved  that*  the  Militia  Enlistment  Bill  be 
committed.  Th^  House  accordingly  resolved  into  a  Com!* 
mittee  on  the  wd  Bill  (Mr.  R.  Wharton  in  the  Chair). 

A  long  and  desultory  conversalioa  then  took  {riace  on 
going  through  the  seveial  clauses,  and  many  amend* 
menS  were  proposed  and  agreed  to.  The  speakers  were  the 
Chancellor'of  the  Exchequer,  Col.  Bastard,  Mr.  Giles,  Mr; 
Ellison,  Sir  Peter  Murray,*  Mr.  Ryder,  and  Lord  Castle* 


After  the  various  clauses  were  gone  through,  the  report 
ordered  io  be  received  on  Monday. 

COMMITTEE  OF  SUPPLY; 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Supply,  containing 
several  Resolutions  respecting  Irish  grants,  was  brought 
up. 

Jiff.  Hutchinson  said,  that  there  was  one  Resolutien. 
which  he  wished  to  have  postponed  for  further  consideration. 
The  Resolution  to  which  he  alluded  was  that  respecting  the 
limited  grant  to  Maynooth  Collie,  the  only  one  in  Ireland, 
for  the  raucation  of  the  Clergy  of  four  millions  of  the  people 
of  Ireland*  If  that  was  postponed^  he  did  not  mean  io 
oppose  going  into  the  rest. 

ITie  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  observed,  that  in  th» 
stage  the  grant  could  neither  be  mcreased  or  decreased,  if 
the  honourable  gentleman  wished  to  alter  the  amount  of  the 
grant,  he  should  rather  proppsea  recommittal  than  oppose  it 
on  the  report. 

Mr.  Hutchinson  said,  that  in  the  Resolutions  just  ready 
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they  had  voted  a  sum  little  short  of  900,000/^  for  Dublin  ' 
dharitiesy  improvementsi  and  other  matteis  of  Jocal  ex- 
penditnre  connected  with  Doblin  merely,  excluaiye  of  one 
or  two  charities  of  a  more  genemi  natnrd,  as  the  FonndUofi^y 
Hibe^mian,, Marine,  -and  Protestant  Charter  Schools;  with 
Ae  exception  of  thes^  the  above  sum  was  devoted  to  the 
local  purposes  of  Diiblin,  while  the  sum  of  250QL  was 
thought  enough  for  similar  Objects  in  the  city  of  Cork,  the 
second  city  in  Iidana,  and,  perhaps,  the  first  naval  station 
in  the  Empire,  to  say  nothing  of  its|^reat  and  extensivecom* 
mercial  inteieBls.  it  would  be  &x  from  him  to  attempt  to 
oppose  in  any  way  the  iiberality  of  Parliament  in  aid  t>f 
the  charities  or  ihterests  of  Dublin — ^but  he  coidd  n6t  help 
thinking,  that  the  disproportion  belween  the  grant  ot' 
SOOftOOl.  to  the  one  place/  and  S500/.  to  the  other*  was 
out  of  all  rule,  and  by  no  means  to  be  warraated  by  any 
corresponding  difievence  between  the .  respective  daims  of 
those  two  gieat  cities  ?  The  £rOvemment  had  been  annually 
expending  vast  sums  upon  the  fortress  of  Spike  Island,  near 
Cork,  whether  judiciously  or  not  remained  yet  to  be  proved. , 
The  oinect  of  this  work,  however,  was  avowedly  public  and 
geneiuf,  not  local,  not  to  b«e  considered  ail  done  for  Cork  oiily^ 
or  a&cting  it  merely.  He  hegtdd  leave,  however,  tp 
throw  it  out  foir  the  future  considemtion  of  Ministers,  the 
propriety  of  applying  some  portion  of  those  large  grants  to 
the  openiDff  tne  communication  between  that  fortreSi  and 
the  city  of  Cork.  Thi^,  he  was.prepaied  to  state,  could  be 
effected  by  a  few.thousand  pcumds^r-^by  a  very  small  portion 
of  the  thousands  wasted  in  obsolete  Dublin  (rochimaticms-* 
and  if  this  communication  was  opened^  it  would  be  not  only 
of  great  and  extensive  public  utility,  but  of  signafl  local  bene- 
'fit  to  the  city  of  Cork — a  consideration  which,  he  hoped, 
would  ever  have  due  weight  with  the  Minister  for  Ireland. 

Mr.  Foster  denied  fliat  the  200,000/.  was  gitinted  to 
Dublin  solely.    The  Foundling  and  other  Institutions  weros. 
.of  general,  not  local,  or  Dublin  interest.    Besides,  if  Cork 
.wanted  help,  was  she  not  able  to  help  herself— if  she  wanted 
:aid,  she  might  come  to  Parliament  and  ask  it. 

Mr.  Uutcfnfison  replied,  that  he  had  not  said  that  the 

whole  sum  was  devoted  to,  the  mere  local  benefit  of  Dublin*: 

.so  far  from  saying  this,  he  had  excepted  the  charities 

. mentioned  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman.     He  si)oke 

generally.     He  repeated,  that  he  thought  much  less  money 

would  be  niofe  advaot;iigeously  expeai^d  in  the  instance  he 

Vol.  U*— 18iL  SL       " 
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liad  given.  He  expressed  his  tiope  that  the^right  honoura* 
ble  gentleof^an  would  think  it  worthy  some  consideration 
hereafter,  and  would  also  agree  to  contribute  more  largely 
than  Parliameni  had  yet  done  to  the  Cork  chfirities.  He 
knew  them  to  be  excellent  institutioiis,  and  earnestly  trusted 
they  would  not  be  let  to  fall  into  decay  for  the  want  of  that 
timely  aid  which  he  was  sorry  to  say  they  stood  mucb  in 
need  of.  He  hoped  that  tlie  Irish  Grants  for  the  future' 
wonid  not  in  general  be  so  much  confined  to  the  capital. 

Mr,\Fa$ter  was  rising,  when 

The  Speaker  interposed,  and  said  the  question  now  before 
the  House  was,  that  the  other  orders  of  the  day  be  now  read. 

The  resolutions  respecting  the  several  Ordinary  and  Bar- 
ttLck  Estimates  were  then  read  and  agreed  to^  and  iHe 
report  ordered  to-be  received  to-morrow. 

The  other  grders  of  the  day  were  then  disposed  of,  and  ^ 
the  House  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

WEDNESDAY,   MAKCH  27* 

The  Exchequer-bills  Funding  Bill,  and  the  Militia  In- 
demnity Billy  were  read  a  second  time,  and  commuted  for. 
4o*morrow.*-Adjoomed  • 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

WBDNCBDAY,  mAUCH  S7« 
*      BULLION   CaMMITTEE. 

Mr.  Abercrombjfp  in  the  absence  of  an  honourable  friend| 
(Mr.  Horner),  gave  potice  that  his  honourable  friend  would, 
on  the  5th  of  April  next,  move  for  refej  ring  the  report  of  the 
BuUion.Committee  to  a  Committee  of.  the  whole  House. 

CASE  OF   MTXi&n. 

Sir  John  Newponf  stated,  that  a  Mr.  Mykr  had  deposited 
a  certain  quantitv  of  wine  in  the  Custom«house  of  Dublin, 
and  paid  750/.  of  dut^  on  part  of  it ;  but  that  be  bad^not 
been  able  to  get  57  pipes  back.  He  bad  made  many  fruit- 
less applications  at  the  difibrent  offices  in  Dublin/ without 
aacceas,  and  when  at  last  he  had  recourse  to  a  Court  of  Law^ 
he  was  met  by  the  plea  that  all  actions  of  the  na\ure  were 
limited  to  three  montlis  after  the  period  when  the  injury  was 
said  to  be  sustained;  although  it ao  happened  in  this^parti- 
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cular  case  that  the  delay  was  ahogetber  occasioned  bj  the 
refusal  of  the  Irish  Government  to  afford  redress.  He: 
therefore  moved  for  copies  of  all  memorials^  &c.  addressed 
on  that  sabjeci  to  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown,  &c.  in 
Ireland, 

Mr.  Foster  never  heard  of  the  circamstancei  which  he 
/Supposed  must  have  taken  place  many  years  ago.    He  did 
not  wish  to  meet  this  motion  with  a  negative,  but  he  wished 
it  to  be  postponed  for  a  fortnight. 

After  some  conversation  between  Sir  John  Newport,  Mr* 
Toster,  and  Mr.  Croker,  it  was  agreed  that  the  motion 
should  be  postponed  for  a  fortnight. 

,      MAVNOOTH,  COLLEGE. 

Mr.  Hutchinson  said,  he  did  not  consider  any  apology  to 
the  House  necessary  for  his  excepting  last  night  the  resolu*^ 
lion  respecting  Maynooth  College  from  the  other  resolutions 
'  agreed  to  in  the  Committee  of  Irish  Supply,  because  the 
education  of  the  Catholic  clergy  of  Ireland-^a  clergy  who 
had  the  charge  of  four  millions  of  souls  entrusted  to  them 
•—was  an  object  of  sufficient  importance  to  deserve  the  most 
serious  attention  of  the  House.  Though  he  was  Ukely  to 
run  the  risk  of  appeietring  tedious  to  some,  as  he  was  now 
addressing  many  gentlemen  who  were  not  in  the  Commit* 
tee,  he  should  take  the  liberty  of  repeating  several  of  the  facts 
there  stated  .by  him.  The  College  of  Maynooth  was  esta- 
blished by  Parliament  in  the  year  1795,  for  the  education 
of  SOO  Irish  Catholic  students.  For  this  purpose,  tbe  sum 
of  S,000/.  was  then  granted.  Prior  tp  that  period,  he  was 
sorry  to  say,  such  was  the  want  of  humiviity  in  the  govern- 
ment of  Ireland,  that  it  was  necessary  for  the  Catbojic  sta# 
den^s  to  seek  for  education  in  foreign  parts ;  and  when  the 
grant  in  1795  took  place,  not  fewer  thsin  500  studepts  were 
6n  an  average  educated  abroad..  As  the  institution^  bpw-« 
ever;  was  new,  it  was  not  thought  proper  to  provide  at  first 
£or  more  than  two  hundred  students.  As  the  French  war, 
hovever,  continued,  and  the  French  povrer  waseverywlK^re 
established,  the  Irish  Catholics  were  driven  out  of.  everj 
corner  of  Europe;  and  in  1806,  and:lS|07>  the  then  Minis* 
try  thmking  it  expedient  that  the  number  of  ^cljiplars  shoujd 
be  increased  to  £50 »;  came  to  Parliament  for  dn  .increase  of 
the  grant  to  18,000/.  The  first  act,  however,  of  the  No* 
popery  Administration  was,  to  obtain  the  sanction  of  Parlia* 
ment  to  a  reduction  of  one-third  of  this  Sum.  He  qould  ' 
state  from  bis  ge|;ieral  knowledge,  and  he.  believed  he^  would 
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iKit  be  contradicted^  that  the  Collej^e  was  not  poovided  with* 
BBch  professors  *8s  was  necessary  for  tifie  proper  education  of 
the  Irish  Clergy,  though  good  professors  couM  easily  be^ 
oUained  if  any  thins  like  an  inducement  were  held  onl. 
Government  have  aUoweda  in  their  liberality,  the  sum  of 
25L  per  head  for  the  professors ;  and  students  equal  to  I6d» 
per  day ;  and  ^i  they  called  on  the  House  to  vote  to  mere 
day-labourers  in  the  Dublin  Society-house,  It.  &!•  per  day, 
Could  there  be  a  greater  indecency  than  such  a  paltry 
allowance  to  those  professors,  who  oueht  to  be  among  the 
most  learned  men  m  Europe?  Could  any  thing  be  more 
indecorous  than  such  an  allowance?  While  they  were 
allowing  the  librarian  of  the  Maynooth  College  only  tOL  k 
year,  they  had  thought  proper  to  allow  the  sub-librariaa  of 
the  Dublin  Society  150/.  a  yeari  afid  3i/*  a  year  to  its  chain« 
bermaids  and  porter.'  He  qad  stated  last  night»that  all  the 
other  Irish  grants  were  considerably  increased,  while  this 
alone  was  reduced.  The  Protestant  charity  schools  had 
obtained  an  increase  of  10,000/*  a  year.  He  did  not  wish 
to  say  any  thin^  against  these  schools ;  but  he  thought  it 
strange  that  while  they  were  allowing  59>000/.  to  the  Pro* 
testant  charity-schoolsi  consisting  of  £,300  boys,  they 
should  allow  only  such  a  miserable  pittance  to  those  who 
have  the  charge  of  the  morals  of  four  millions  of  subjects.. 
There  was  voted  the  other  night  to  the  non»conforming  mi-y 
sisters  and  seceding  cleiiej  of  Ireland^  13,200/.  who  repre^ 
sent  only  about  half  a  million  of  the  Irish  population*  wnile 
4,000/.  was  deducted  from  the  allowance  to  those  at  the 
head  of  four  millions.  What  he  had  to  complain  of  *  waS| 
that  the  Ministry  should  come  to  the  House  with  false  pre** 
fences,  professing  the  utmost  qeconomy,  but  practising,  in 
reality;  the  greatest  proinsion,  with  the  exception  of  this  pe* 
nurious  albwance.  The  other  night  10,000/*  was  granted 
ibr  the  printing  of  proclamations.  From  this  sum  SflQOL 
inight  safely  be  deducted.  He  was  prepared  to  prove  thai 
this  sum' had  been  used  for  thie  most  unworthy  purposes. 
98>000/«  was  v6ted  for  stationary  to  the  chief  and  rnide^ 
aecr|&tary*s  offite.  Of  ihiij  lOflOOL  hm^ht  safely  have  been 
^veti/the  Maynooth  Colle^.  3fi,000/.  had  been  given  to 
the  ^oard  of  Works.  The  gteat^r  part  of  this  sum.wa^ 
employed  in  improving'ibe  bouses  of  p^r86n$  attached  to 
the  Irish  Government.  What  a  contrast  between  the  pro* 
Anion  of  these  allowances  and  the  miserable  pittance  to  the 
Ma^rnobih  College!  Various  other  sums  were  given  for 
objects  of  small  importance:  for  iiistatice|  9^300/*  to  the 
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lottery-offices.    What  an.  olgect  to  come  in  competitioa. 
with  the  moral  education  of  a  nation !     If  they  wish  to 
ceconomise^  here  is  a  ho\d  for  them.    Ije  was  told  tbeoither 
night,  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  that  the  Col- 
lege bod  obtained  all  that  it  asked.  In  this  there  was  a  great 
deal  of  duplicity.     He  had  no  doubt  that,  the  present  Go- 
vernment had  not  been  applied  to  for  an  addition    Why 
should  they  apply  for  an  addition  to  a  Government  which 
was  reducing  their  present  allowance,  and  which  was  mak» 
in^  the  most  illiberal  attacks  on  the  whole  Catholic  body? 
A  number  of  queries  had  been  put  by  the  Irish  Secretary  to 
the  College,  respecting  the  number  of 'pupils  and  professors, 
the  amount  of  cofitributious,  the  regulations  of  the  College, 
&c.,but  no  query  was  thought  proper  to  be  putj^  whether 
tlie  allowaoce  from  Government  was  adequate  to  sup'ply  a 
sufficient  number  of  clergymen  to  the  Irish  Catholics.     If 
500.  students  were  requisite  in  1Z95>  surely  the  same  num- 
ber must  be  requisite  at  present,,  when  the  Catholic  popula- 
tion of  Ireland  is  greatly  increased.    The  right  honourable  ^ 
^ntleman  (Mr.  Perceval)  showed  last  night  a  degree  of 
irritation  against  the  institution^  while  he  expressed  a  wish 
that  it  had  never  been  established,  that  he  could  hardly 
h^e  expected  from  him.    However  he  might  differ  froni 
thsrt  right  honourable  gentleman  on  the  subject  of  emanci- 
pation, be  had  yet  too  much  respect  for  him  to  think  that 
ne  could  ever  seriously  entertain  a-  wish  that  the  Catholics 
of  Ireland  should  be  irreligious.     Whatever  their  religion 
was,  in  his  opinion^  surely  it  was  better  that  they  should  be 
instructed  in  that  religion — that  they  should  be  religious, 
tbnn  irreligious.     He  really  could  hardly  conceive  any  per- 
son so  bigoted,  as  to  be  of  a  contrary  opinion^  Bigotry 
And  igtiorance  could  alone  concave  the  diffusion  of  educa- 
tion and  ins^oction  among  th^  members  of  any  religious 
society  incompatible  with  the  security  of  the  British  consti- 
tution.    Such  a  doctrine  was  the  offspring  of  that  spirit^ 
wbich^  beginning  in  pi  under »  ended  in  persecution; — the 
spifitwhich  prohibited  intermarriages  between  the  different 
bodies  of  the  same  community  i — the  spirit  which  stirred 
lip  the  father  agiainn  the  son»and  the  son  against  the  father^  / 
and  /which  prevented  the  education  of  the  majority  of  a 
iMtion  under  pain  of  trai>sportation.    If  this  should   be 
doubted^  be  could  produce  living  witnesses  to  declare  that 
they  were  compeijed  to  seek  their  education  among  the 
riQcks  and  woods  for  fear  qf  transportation.    Although  he 
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coold  not  impute  such  a  spirit  of  persecution  to  ihe  rigbt^ 
honourable  gentleman,  yet,  from  the  antipathy  which  he 
manifested  to  this  institution,  he  could  not  but  thiok,  if  he 
continued  long  to  be  minister,  it  Were  sincerely  to  be  wished 
that  b«  should  change  his  sentiments.     Would  he  prefer 
an  education  of  the  Catholics  in  a  foreign  land  to  an  educa* 
tibn' at  home  P    If  not,  why  quarrel  with  the  institution  ?«^ 
why  throw  out  against  it  such  illiberal  insinuations?   Wbeii 
he  recollected  the  '|5ra'ctice  of  the  House  of  Commons  iu 
aimilar  circumstances  towards  mere  strangers,  he  wa^  asto- 
nished at  this  neglect  of  their  Catholic  brethren.     He  could 
state,  that  there  was  a  great  deficiency  of  Catholic  clergy- 
men in  Ireland,  and  he  would  appeal  to  the  House  iii  be- 
half of  a  people  every  way  worthy  of  their  attention — ^iq 
l^half  of  a  people  who  were  once  in  a  state  of  civilisation 
compared  with  the  rest  of  Europe,  who  diffused  their  learn- 
ing and  knowledge  to  other  jiations,  and  whose  former  lite* 
tary  fame  is  on  ine  record  of  several  of  the  universities  of 
Europe.    Search  the  records  of  the  universMies  of  Municb, 
St*  Gall,  Padua,  and  Paris  ;  nay,  search  even  the  records  6{ 
vour  own  universities,  Oxford  and  Cambridge,  and  it  will 
be  seen  how  great  is  the  obligation  which  science  and>iite* 
rature  owe  to  the  professors  and   learned  men  from  that 
country,  to  which  they  now  refused  a  liberal  grant  for  an 
establishment,  which  had  for  its  x)bject  the  education  of 
those  who  are  to  inculcate  the  doctrines  of  Christianity 
among  four  millions  of  their  fellow*creatttres,  whom,  while 
they  were  calliug  brethren,  they  were  treating  worse  than 
the  negroes  of  Africa,  or  the  JHijidoosof  India,  towarda 
whom  they  had  exerted  themselves  for  the  extension  of  the 
light  of  the  Gospel.     He  wo)]ld  read  an  extract  from  an 
'  English  historian,  showing  the  protection  which  Ireland 
afforded  to  this  country  iu  the  dark  ages.    Lord  Littleton, 
iu  his  history  of  Henry  the  Second,  (quarto' edition,  p.  26>> 
says,  *'  About  the  middle  of  the  7th  century  (says  the  vene* 
rable  Bcde),  numbers  both  of  the  nobles  and  of  the  second 
rank  of  English  left  their  country,  and  retired  into  Ire- 
land, for  the  sake  of  studying  theology,  and  leading  there  ai 
stricter  life.     All  these  he  (affirms)  the  Irish  most  willingly 
received,  and  maintained  at  their  own  charge^supplying 
them  with  books,  and  being  their  teachers,  without  fee  or 
reward/'—"  A  most  honourable  testimony  (says  Littleton) 
not  only  to  the  learning,  but  also  to  the  hospitality  and 
bounty  of  that  nation,"  Ibidem.—'^  Among  many  learned 
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ivho  were  driven  bj  the  terror  of  this'  persecufioa  (that  of 
«  the  Scandinavians)  to   take   refuge  abroad,  none  distin^ 

Siisbed  themselves  more  than  Albin  and  Clement,  whoin 
e  Emperor  Charles  the  Great  received  in  his  court,  and 
honoured  with  his  favour.  Of  the  last  of  these,  it  is  said» 
by  a  contemporary  Grerman  writer,  that  thro^igh  his  in* 
structions  the  French  mi^ht  vie  with  the  Romans  and  the 
Athenians*  John  Eregma,  whose  surname  denoted  his 
cptintiy  (Ere,  or  Erin,  being  the  proper  name  of  Ireland)^ 
^  became  soon  afterwards  famous  for  his  learning  and  good 
.parts,  both  in  England  and  in  France.  Thus  did  most  of 
the  lights  which,  in  those  times  of  thick  darkness^  cast 
their  beams  over  Europe,  proceed  out  of  Ireland.^'  Such 
was  the  conduct  of  the  ancestors  of  those  Catholics,  when 
the  English  were  in  a  state  of  darkness,  and  the  Irish  were' 
in.  a  state  of  comparative  civilization — they  fed,  clothed, 
s^nd  protected  them.  Would  they  refuse  them  this  grant  of 
4000/.  which  could  not  injure  them,  or  be  in  any  way  felt 
by  the  State,  but  which  would  greatly  add  to  the  coimbrts 
of  this  institution^?  Did  they  refuse  it  on  a  principle  of 
(economy?  On  such  a  principle  they  could  not  refuse  it, 
because,  on  looking  to  their'  other  grants,  the^  would  see 
nothing  but  luxury,  extravagance,  and  profusion.  He 
•should  therefore  move  fo^  the  re*committal  of  the  Reso- 
""  lution.  .  ,    •  ^       ^  ,      -  ^ 

Mr»  Herbert  (of  Kerry)  seconded  the  motion. 
Sir  T,  Turton  submitted  to  the  House,  whether  the  grant 
proposed  to  be  made  was  adequate  to  the  charity  to  be  sup- 
ported. He  thought,  that  to  come  at  this  point,  the  amount 
of  the  grant  had  been  fairly  contrasted  with  the  other  items 
voted  On  the  present  occasion,  as  for  instance,  with  the  sun 
of  10,000/.  voted  for  the  expence  of  proclamations.  It 
'  was  disgraceful  that  so  great  a  sum  should  be  voted  for  such 
a  purpose,  and  only  9000/.  be  granted  to  the  Clergy,  whose 
duty  it  was  to  instruct,  or  more  properly  to  civilise,  tbegre&t 
inas&.of  the  country. 

Mr.  P.  Moore  contended,  that  in  voting  a  sum  to  May* 
nooth  College,  the  House  did  nothing  more  than  ^ive  back 
to  the  Catholics  a  small  part  of  the.  sum  they  had  paid  for 
the  public  good.  The  ends  of  all  governments  were  for  the 
jbenefit  of  the  governed ;  instead  of  which,  it.seemed  here 
to  be  the  object  to  separate  the  government  from  the  go- 
verned^ and  to  render  their  interests  completely  indept  n- 
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dent  of  ei^ob  other.    This  wsfi  a  ihiag  to  he  depIored>  mil 
it  was  a  caliviaity  datlj^  growine  on  us. 
'  Mr.  Herbert  explai  ned  •    The  House  then  jdi  vided : 

For  the  re-coa>mittal  of  the  resolution  •    10* 
Tellers         .        .        .        «        .        .2 

W 

For  the  original  resolution    •        ;        •    S8 
Tellers 8— SO 


Majority  for  the  resolution 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

THURSDAY^   ICARCU  98. 

Mr.  Best,  from  the  Bank  of  England,  presented  the 
lice  issued  bv  the  Bank  for  raising  the  denomination  of 
dollars,  nvhich,  on  the  motion  of  Lord  GrenTille,  was  or- 
dered to  be  printjed. 

Lord  Grcnville  observed,  that  there'  were  other  papensf 
moved  for,  comprising  the  .con^spondence  with  Govern* 
ment  upon  this  subject. 

Earl  Stanhope  gave  notice  of  a  motion  for  TThursday, 
relative  to  the  letter  of  Mr.  Pole  in  Ireland. 

THANKS  TO   GENBBAL   GRAI1AM« 

*  «  - 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool^  in  rising  to  move  the  thanks  of 
the  House  to  this  distinguished  Qfficer,  was  anxious  to 
avoid  the  mention  of  any  topic  which  might  have  a  ten- 
dency to  create  a  difference  of  opinion.  Whatever  were 
the  circumstances  in  which  General  Graham  hud  l>eea 
pUcedy  there  could  he  no  doubt  of  the  skill  and  ability  he 
had  displaved^  or  respecting  the  character  of  the  victory 
which  had  been  obtained  over  a  superior  force  of  the  enemy, 
and  which  had  never -been  surpassed  in  the  anqals  of  our 
military  glory.  In  this  case  there  were  all  the  testimonies 
of  victory — cannon  taken,  standards  taken,  and  three 
French  Generals  either  taken  or  killed*  more  than  the 
whole  number  of  Generals  in  the  British  army.  In  this 
case  also  had  happened,  what  had  never  before  occurred, 
that  not  one  man  of  the  Britbh  army  engi^ed  in  the  action 
was  either  missing  or  prisoner.  General  Graham  remained 
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master  pf  the  field  Tor  some  day s^  and  the  victory  was  ia 
every  sense  of  the  word  complete,  The  difBculties  of  the 
aitoation  ia  which  the  General  was  placed^  had  only  served 
to  show  bis  ability  in  a  more  distinguished  light,  and  that 
promptitude  and  decision  with  which  he  at  once  encouQr 
tered  those  difficulties,  and  most  gallantly  overcame  them* 
Nothine  could  place  in  a  stronger  point  of  view  the  superb 
ority  of  Britisa  troops,  or  more  convincingly  show  that 
where  the  numbers  of  the  enemy  were  any  thing  near  equ£* 
lity,  British  troops  never  failed  to  be  victorious.  He  was 
happy  in  this  opportunity  of  speaking  of  General  Graham^ 
who  bad  served  utider  peculiar  circumstances,  and  who  had 
decidedly "^hown  his  eagerness  to  take  the  post  of  danger^ 
and  his  ability  t6  make  the  post  of  danger  the  post  of  ho* 
nour.  The  services  of  General  Graham  had  been  most 
highly  approved  of  by  tlie  Cortes  of  Spain.  He  bad  only 
xme  observation  to, add  with  respect  to  the  foreign  troops 
•nnder  the  command  of  General  Graham^  namely,  a  detach* 
ment  of  German  cavalry  and  a  Portuguese  corps,  whose^ 
•conduct  was  highly  meritorious,  and  who  were  spoken  of  in 
General  Graham*s.dispatches  in  the  warmest  terms  ofpriuse. 
Ufs  Lordship  concloded  by  moving, — ^^  That  the  Thanka 
of  the  House  be  given  to  Lieutenant-General  Thomas  Gra* 
ham,  for  the  distinguished  ability  displayed  by  him  on  the 
6th  of  March,  in  the  action  on  the  heignts  of  Barrosa,  by 
which  a  signal  victory  was  gained  over  a  greatly  superior 
force  of  the  enemy.*' 

.  Earl  Grey  praised  the  candour  with  which  the  noble  . 
Earl  had  brought  forward  the  motion «  and  was  equally 
anxious  to  avoid  any  topic  that  might  produce  a  difference  - 
,of  opinion.  All  must  concur  in  tne  ability  displayed  by 
General  Graham,  in  the  difficult  and  embarrassing  situa* 
tion  in  which  he  was  placed,  and  in  the  bravery  of  the 
troops  so  conspicuously  displayed  in  the  victory 'so  glori- 
ously oDtaihed*/  This  distinguished  Officer,  who  during 
eighteen  years  had  been  placed  under  peculiar  circum** 
stances  of  difficulty,  had  now  had  an  opportunity  of  showing 
to  the  world  what  those  who  knew  him  were  fully  con* 
.vinced  of,  that  be  possessed  eminent  ability  as  an  Officer^ 
and  above  ail,  that  promptitude  and  decision  which  were  of 
ipch  peculiar  value  in  the  hour  of  danger ;  and  it  was  no 
.small  testimony  of  the  penetration  apd  judgment  of  tbegaj« 
lant  and  distinguished  Officer  who  commanded  in  the  first 
campaign  in  Spain,  .thai  he  had  earneatly  recommended  in 
Vol.  IL— 1811.  SM 
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his  dying  request^  the  promotion  of  General  Graham.  He 
i¥oula  not  now  enter  into  any  question  of  policy  which  could 
tend  to  disturb  the  harmony  of  the  present  discussion.  Mi- 
nisters must  of  course  be  fully  aware  of  the  circmnstances 
connected  with  this  subject,  and  to  which  he  wonid  not 
■now  advert,  they  of  course  must  be  convinced,  that  British 
blood  ought  not  to  be  wasted  in  vain  ;  and  he  trusted  they 
would  not  be  wanting  in  those  calm  but  firm  reniopstranc^ 
Vhicli  those  circumstances  required,  or  in  the  applicatFon 
of  those  remedies  which  the  situation  of  affairs  called 
for. 

Lord  Mu/grave  cooM  not  suffer  the  question  to  be  put 
without  testiiving  the  satisfaction  and  the  delight  which  he, 
in  the  warmth  of  friendship,  felt  at  the  conduct  of  General 
Graham,  whom  he  had  long  known,  and  who  had  formerly 
rendered  him  the  most  important  assistance  in  his  profes- 
sional capacity.  In  the  present  instance,  the  most  distin- 
guished ability  had  been  displayed  by  that  Officer,  whose 

'merits  could  not  be  learned  from  his  own  modest  official  dis- 
patch— he  was  every  where  present,  animating  the  whole 
army,  every  niun  of  which  felt  the  influence  of  the  spirit  of 
his  commander,  and  acted  with  the  greatest  bravery  under 
its  impulse. 

Ijord  Grrnvi/le  fully  c6ncurred  in  all  that  had  been  said 
of  the  brilliancy  of  the  victory,  and  the  distinguished  abilfty 
of  the  Commander,  and  also  m  the  propriety  of  avoiding  the 
discussion  of  any  topic  that  could  lead  to  a  difference  of 
opinion,  the  circumstances  connected  with  the  situation  of 
General  Graham  forming  a  subject  of  consideration  dis* 

■  tinct  from  the  discussion  of  thetneriu  of  victory.  He  could 
not,  however,  help  observing,  that  General  Graham^  had, 
(Wring  eighteen  years,  only,  met  with  humiliation,  in  return 

'  for  the  most  ardent  zeal  in  the  service  of  his  country ;  and 
he  trusted  that  a  changehad  now  taken  place,  and  that  this 
distinguished  Officer  would  be  rewarded  in  proportion  to 

*the  eminent  »kil[  and  ability  which  he  had  so  conspicnoustj 

•displayed.     With  respect  to  the  foreign  troops  under  Ge- 

'neral  Graham,  his  Lordship  observed,  that  rheir  conduct 
served  to  confirm  the  opinion  he  had  always  entertained, 
that  foreign  troops  under  British  Officers,  where  time  had 
been  given  for  those  Officers  to  exercise  tReir  skill  and  diii* 

'  s^enre  in  disciplining  the  troops,  would  scarcely  be  sur^sed 
Ly  British  tioopsin  the  field. 

I'ke  Karl  of  BuckinghamMre  obscrved|  that  this  victory^ 
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vkkh  so  eminently  dcsenred  the  thanks  ef  the  House,  was 
one  of  the  resuJts  of  that  state  of  efficiency  into  which  the 
British  anny  had  been  brought  by  the  exertions  of  the  illus* 
tffioas  Prince  who  was  so  long  happily  at  its  head. 

llie'  motion  was  agreed  to,  nan*  ifi'ss. 

Tie  Earl  of  iMtrpool  then  moved,  <'  That  the  Thanks 
of  the  House  be  given  to  Brigadier-General  Dilkes,  and  the  ^ 
Officers  of  the  Army  servimr  under  Lieut-General  Graham^ 
in  the  action  on  the  5th  of  March." 
'  ''That  this  House  doth  higblj^  approve  of,  and  acknow* 
ledge,  the  services  of  the  non-commissioned  officers  and 
soldiers  employed  in  the  action.'' 

**  That  the  Lord-Chancellor  do  communicate  these  re« 
•olotionsto  Lieutenant-General  Graham." 

All  which  motions  were  agreed  to,  nem*  dis$* 

COMMERCIAL   CREDIT. 

Earl  Bathurst  moved  the  second  reading  of  the  Com*- 
mercial  Credit  Bill,  which  was  read  a  second  time,  ami 
committed  for  to-morrow.  His  Lordship  observed  respect*' 
log  the  Bill,  that  if  the  commercial  embarrassment  liroso  * 
from  over-stocked  markets^  the  consequence  of  excessive 
apeciilation,  that  then  such  a  measure  could  not  pe  advi- 
aable ;  because  to  hold  out  that  relief  from  Government 
woold  be  given  to  Commercial  men  under  such  circumstances, 
wonld  be  removing  the  salutary  check  that  ought  to  exist 
upon  excessive  speculation*  'Fhe  commercial  embarrass- 
ment,, however,  which  at  present  existed,  was  not  wholly 
attributable  to  that  cause.  It  arose  from  the  circumstance, 
that  returns  hadbeen  made  from  South  America  for  the  goods 
sent  there,  in  produce^  to  be  sent  to  the  Baltic  and  the 
European  markets,  but  which,  from  the  circumstances  of 
the  Continent,  could  not  be  sent  ther^,  and  were  warehoused 
here.  From  this  circumstance  the  mercbantSj  and  conse* 
quently  the  manufacturers,  had  become  embarrassed  ;  these 
goods  could  not  be  sold  except  at  a  ruinous  loss,  and  in  the 
mean  time  money  was  wanted  by  the  merchants  to  pay  the 
bills  which  they  bad  accepted.  The  merchants,  therefiire, 
and  the  manufacturers,  required  time  in  order  to  brin^  their 
concerns  round  again  to  their  natural  course,  and  for  thia 
purpose  it  was  that  this  measure  was  resorted  to  in  order  to 
give  the  merchants  and  the  manufacthrers  that  time  which  . 
they  required,  by  rendering  them  in  the  mehu  w^le  a«si^ 
wee  from  Government.  ^ 


« , 


Lord  King,  obsenred,  thftt  the  titoAtion  of  a&tiB  amr 
and  in  1793  were  exiremely  diffnent :  at  (hat  period,  the 
great  evil  complained  of  was  the  want  of  a  ctrcnhtiiif 
mediuni.    Sorely  no  one  could  now  complain  of  the  want « 
a  circulatini^  medium  of  Bank  p«p^«    It  was  admitted  by 
the  noble  mrl,  that  a  measure  of  this  nature  ought  not  to 
be  resorted  to,  to  cure  the  evil  arising  from  anover*9tocked 
market ;  but  if  the  evil  was  the  want  of  a  markitt,  bow  oonld 
aucb  a  measure  remedy  ii?    At  least  it  ought  to  be  8bew% 
before  socb  a  measure  was  resorted  to,  that  the  evil  waff  only 
temporary,  and  would,  in  all  probability,  cease  in  a  certain 
and  no  very  long  period.    The  npble  Lord  then  asked,  what 
security  they  baa  for  the  sums  so  advanced ;  they  could 
only  have  goodft  which  arfe  at  present  unsaleable.    How 
could  they  be  judges  of  what  bills  were  good,  and  what  not  I 
This  was  entering  upon  a  duty  which  those  whose  profes- 
'  sion  it  is  to  discount  bilk,  had'  difficulty  enough  to  dis- 
diarge,  and  to  which  they  were  totallv  unfit.    He  ooaU 
liOt  see  the  necessity  of  this  measnie.    Toe  Bank  of  Bi^biid 
have  of  late  years  issued  much  laige^  sums  than  they  havo 
ever  before  issued  ;  and  one  of  the  causes  of  over-trading  is 
the  excessive  issue  of  Bank  paper  since  the  period  of  the 
Bank  restriction.    By  this  fiu:ility  the  old  and  estafaUahed 
bouses  have'been  driven  out,  and  the  old  and  geneial  mode 
of  tradbg  departed  from.    There  has  been  a  conneo6oa 
establish^  belween  the  commercial  interest  and  Government, 
not  more  dangerous  to  the  true  principles  of  trading,  than 
to  the  principks  of  the  Constitution  ;  the  West-India  raer-» 
chants  are  in  distress,  and  the  general  merchants  are  in 
distress,  and  they  are  assisted  by  the  Government,  and  in 
turn  assist  the  Govenmient. 

Lord  SidmmUh  thought  the  measure  in  1793  eaqpedient 
and  necessary ;  and  howeV!er  much  he  was^  convinced  of  the 
,  troth  of  the  principles  of  thenoble  Lord  who  spoke  last,  the 
nature  of  the  present  distress  was  such  as  to  justify  this 
velief  to  a  great  and  irreproachable  body  of  the  British  lub* 
jccts.  - 

The  Marquis  of  Latisdown  said  that  he  ooiild  not  con* 
ceive  any  measure  to  differ  more  from  that  of  179S  than  the 
|)i€Bent.  Then  a  relief  became  necessary  to  the  tnternai 
credit  of  the  country,  while  at  present  that  credit  was  not 
in  the  least  afiected.  There  was  no  want  of  cticalating 
medium  at  this  moment  in  the  country,  and  the  present 
^illtrw  was  such  as  i|o  circolating  meditim  could  leo;^;. 


la  tmth  the  Governmeot  could  not  interfere  iAthepraent 
cUfficultks,  .without  yiolating  all  tfae  general  and  leticiTed 
rules  of  political  eoonomy.  The  report  did  npt  touch  upon 
the  real  eauses  of  the  present  difficqllies.  What  ivere  the  ^ 
tfiml  and  collateral  circumstances  in  the  Report  of  the 
Committee,  compared  Tvith  the  real  difficulties?  CouU 
any  man  hope  to  see  America  open  to  our  commerpe  the 
yter  after  iWt  ?  or  could  any  man  hope  to  see  the  Continent 
of  Europe  opened  in  the  course  of  two  years  ?  It  waa  stated 
in  the  evidence  of  one  of  the  greatest  men^nts  in  thi» 
country,'  Sir  Francis  Barvig,  that  such  was  the  &cility  in 
obtainmg  credit  in  this  country,  that  even  persons  in  the 
aituation  of  clerks  had  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  it  to  any 
eitent.  It  was  stated  by  the  Commissioners  themselTes,  that 
the  great  occasion  of  the  difficulty  was  the  accumulation  of 
pvoQuoe  and  the  total  want  of  vent.  Now  nothing  couU 
establish  more  clearly  than  this  fact  the  impolicy  *of  tiie 
Govemn&ent,  who  had  prevented  the  nation  who  alone  could 
carry  that  superfluity  to  the  continent  of  EuropCj  namely^ 
America,  from  carrying  on  that  trade^  whereby  the  cpm^  . 
modities  of  our  own  mercliahts  were  a  drug  in  th#  markets 
He'tlierefore  felt  himself  warranied  in  opposing  the  Bill, 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  did  not  see  any  'grounds  for* 
departing  from  the  acknowledged  principles. of  political 
economy  on  the  present  occasion.  He  thought  that  the 
man  must  be  bold  indeed  who,  ill  the  present  commercial 
distress^  durst  propose  the  present  measure,  but  bolder  still 
if,  on  perusing  the  evidence  before  the  Committee^  he  could 
6upix)se  the  measure  could  be  productive  of  any  good  effect. 
The  reason  allefred  for  the  distress  in  the  BepOrt  was  coo* 
tradicted  by  the  Magistrates  and  Merchants  of  London^  who 
considered  that  the  over^-trading  to  South  America  was  but  a 
very  sftiali  part  of  the  cause  of  that  distress,  and  that  it  was 
principally  to  be  attributed  to  the  warehousing  system.  Am 
additional  capital  could  only  then  add  to  the  calamity.  A 
noble  Viscount  (Sidmouth)  had  strongly  urged  the  benefit 
derived  from  the  measure  in  1793 ;  but  the  difficnlties  then 
were  such  as  without  any  le|i:islative  interference  would 
have  had  a  favourable  termination.  To  attribute  the  ensu« 
ing  prosperity  to  that  measure  was  iike  the  physician  taking 
credit  for  a  cure  which  nature  would  haveopemted  without 
bis  assistance.  If  there  is  too  great  facility  at  present  to 
over«trading,  what  additional  facility  must  |iot  th«  addi»» 
-lional.  six  millions  give  7  lie  wished^  therefore^  ihat  Govern* 


ment  dbould  abctain  from  interfering  in  the  tiade  of  the 
oountry.  • 

.  Lord  Ross  allnded  to  the  state  of  Irelfind  in  l604»  which 
be  ctotended  was  similar  to  the  present  state  of  this  country. 
The  exchange  from  May  to  December,  1804,  was  seventeen 
Mr  c^Dt.  against  this  conntry,  and  in  January  of  the  fol- 
lowing year,  while  the  Bank  of  l.reland  isfues  continued  at 
£,900)000/.  the  exchange  fell  to  eight  and  a  haif  per  cent. 

Lord  GrtnrAlle  said  that  be  differed  from  the  noble  £arl 
(Lauderdale)'who  spoke  ktely,  when  he  said,  that  under 
erery  circumstaoce,  it  was  almost  impossible  to  give  a 
decided  opposition  to  the  present  Bill.    He  was  never  ac* 
customed  to  sacrifice  his  public  duty  to  any-  consideration ; 
and  he  woukl  take  upon  him  to  say,  that  in  the  long  course 
of  bis  parliamentary  conduct,  he  had  never  been  deterred 
by  any  obloquy  from  stnting  manfully  whatever  opinion  be 
entertained  on  any  public  measuffe.    He  avowed  himself 
ready,  therefore,  to  oppose  the  present  Bill.    It  was. not 
enough  to  say  that  the  object  of  the  Bill  was  desirable,  unless 
it  could  be  shewn  that  the  means  proposed  were  likely  ia 
obtain  that  object.    It  was  in  vain  to  shift  off  the  present 
distress,  because  it  would 4nfhUiblv  recur  with  greater  addi- 
tional force.    The  measure  of  1793,  instead  of  being  an  argu- 
ment in  favour  of  lUp  present  measure^  was,  in  his  opinion,  an 
argument  against  it.     With  regard  to  1793,  he  owed  to  the 
country  the  avowal  that  he  took  a  part  in  that  tnnsaction  ; 
but  he  had  been  long  since  convinced  that  it  was  impolitic  ; 
and  though  the  measure  had  apparently  been  attended  with 
brilliant  success,  yet  there  are  several  circumstances  which 
shew  that  that  success  was  not  to  be  attributed  to  the  mea- 
wre,  which  bad  no  real  application  to  the  evil  which  then 
existed.    The  relief  which  was  given  did  not  apply  to  the 
distress  at  that  period.    But  while  the  measure  cfid  no  good, 
it  did  much  evil,  and  the  greatest  evil,  in  Itis  opinion,  was 
«  the  mischief  which  wouldarise  from  the  present  act.    He 
hoped  the  House  would  allow  him  to  say,  that  as  a  great 
part  of  the  present. evil  was  to  be  attributed  to  over-trading, 
so  a  great  part  of  that  over-trading  was  to  be  attributed  to 
over-governing.    He  conceived  that  much  less  of  good  and 
much  more  of  harm  would  ac<5rue  from  the  present  measure 
than  the  Ministry  were  aware  of.     A 11  interference  with  trade 
was  to  be  deprecated.     It  was  said  by  the  first  merchants  in 
Ihiscountry,  that  thegreatest  nuisance  which  existed  was  the 
Council  of  Trade.    He  could  wish  those  principles  to  be 
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iDuch  lea  stadiously  set  forth  id  debate,  and  mncti  ttora 
leduloosly  enforced  in  practice.  He  was  ready  to  confisss 
that  the  circulation  of  the  country  required  the  most  mature 
deliberation  :  ^but  while  he  allowei  this,  he  could  not  allow 
that  the  present  difficulties  arose,  as  was  staled  in  that  im- 
perfi?ct  document,  the  Report  of  the  Commercial  Committee^ 
in  the  glut  of  the  market  of  South  America.  He  meant 
offence  to  no  individual,  but  be  certainly  never  saw  a  more 
defective  statement  than  the  statement  of  that  Committee 
lying;  upon  their  table.  He  defied  any  man  in  either  House 
of  Parliament  to  say  that  that  Report  contained  any  thing 
like  a  satbfiictofy  account  of  the  causes  of  the  commehnal 
distress.  The  whole  trade  to  South  America  would  be 
nothing  more  than  a  trifle  in  comparison  with  the  rest  of 
their  trade.  The* true  source  of. that  distress  lay  in  the 
measures  adopted  by  the  Government,  interdicting  neutral 
nations  from  carrying  off  the  produce  of  the  country.  The 
present  relief  would  bring  in  fi  short  time  upon  them 
the  Merchants  who  had  profiled  from  it  with  uplifted  hands, 
praying  to  be  furnished  with  aQ  additional  capital.  With 
regard  to  the  commerce  of  Europe,  there  might  be  some 

Elea  for  its  failure,  from  the  malignant  policy  of  .the  enemy  ;^ 
nt  no  such  cause  could  be  attributed  to  the  cessation  of  the 
American  trade.  T^e  attempt  to  assign  South  America  and 
the  warehousing  system  as  the  causes  of  the  present  distress, 
was  not  going  to  the  root  6f  the  evil.  The  truth  was,  (hat 
Government  was  making  efforts  greatly  beyond  the  powers 
of  the  nation  ;  efforts  which,  under  any  system,*^  would  in« 
fiillibly  lead  the  natbn  into  the  greatest  difficulties.  While 
the  Bank  restriction  con^'nued,  they  could  have  no  hope  of 
a  termination  of  the  distre^.  It  was  in  vain  to  expect  of 
the  servants  of  the  Bank,  a  di^rent  conduct  from  what  was 
to  be  expected  from  the  servants  of  any  other  corporation. 
For  this  conduct  the  Parliament  alone  were  to  blame,  and 
not  the  Bank.  He  asked  if  the  Bank  paper^  which  had 
already  fallen  to  the  proportion  of  eighteen  to  twenty,  would 
be  at  all  increased  in  value  by  the  issue  of  six  millions  of 
£xchequer<^bills,  the  greatest  part  of  which  would  come  into 
the  hands  of  the  Bank.  They  were  following  exactly  the 
steps  pursued  by  every  country  in  a  similar  state.  The 
celebrated  Law,  when  his  paper  began  to  be  depressed,  kept 
issuing  fresh  paper,  not  till  it  fell  as  ours  at  present,  in  the 
propdrtion  of^dighteen  to  twenty,  but  till  the  notes  were  not 
worth  the  paper  on  which  they  were  written.  '  The  same 
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ihing  happeied  in  the  coloniiss  of  this  country,  till  Ririia^ 
■leot  interposed,. onlerin^  payment  of  the  paper  issued; 
irbcn  the  Wil  stopped,  and  confidence  returned.  They  had 
abo  the  recent  example  of  the  assii^ats  in  France. 

The  Eart  of  Liverpool  said,  it  ivas  astonishih^  hofr  great 
might  be  the  influence  of  a  very  small  relief  judiciously  and 
timely  supplied.  He  enteral  into  a  parity  of  arguments, 
combating  those  maintained  by  the  noble  Lord  \vho  spokt 
last* 

After  a  few  words  from  Lord  Lansdown,  the  second  ready- 
ing was  agreed  to  without  a  division.  After  which  the 
House  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

THUftSDAY,  If  ARCH  88. 
TUANas  TO   GBNERAI.   GRAHAM^  &C. 

The  Chancellor  of  ike  Exchequer  rose,  agreeably  to  noticei 
to  move  for  the  thanks  of  the  House  to  Lieutenant  General 
Graham,  and  his  army. 

Lord  Folkestone  rose  to  order.  He  should  not  for  a  moment 
interpose  between  General  Graham  and  the  thanks  of  that 
House,  He  merely  rose  to  request  of  the  House  to  consider 
to  what  situation  it  was  now  reduced  by  the  manoeuvres  of 
the  ri^t  honourable  gentleman.  G(^in  days  had  been 
fixed,  on  which' orders  of  the  day  were  to  take  the  precedence, 
and  those  orders  of  the  day  were  to  be  suggested  by  the 
right  honourable  gentleman.  Now  he  came  forward  on  a 
day  when  it  had  been  settled  that  notices  were  to  take  the 
Iead|  and  ^ith  a  notice  of  his  own,  took  the  precedence  of 
another  notice  which  had  stood  in  the  paper  for  several  days 
before.  The  noble  LonI  repeated,  that  he  had  no  wish  to 
interpose  between  General  Greimm  and  the  thanks  of  the 
Honse.  He  only  wished  to  call  tboattenti(>n  of  gentlemen 
io  the  situation  in  which  they  stood.  In  former  times  the 
Crown  dictated  to  the  Hoirse  what  they  should  or  should 
not  entertain ;  the  Minister  was  now  to  instruct  them  what 
thuy  were  to  discuss,  and  what  not. 

Mr.  Perceval  could  not  by  any  means  admit  that  the  re-, 
gulation  lately  adopted  by  the  House  had  producetl,  or  could 
brodure,  any  bad  effect,  especially  in  a  case  like  the  present. 
He  (Mr.  Perceval)  did  not  claim  the  right. of  .precedence 
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because  it  was  a  notice  of  hi$>  but  because  it  seemed  to  be  a 
matter  claiming  precedence  of  every  other  business,  not  o^ 
an  extraordinary  nature,  which  could  come  before  them. 
He  was  fortified  in  this  opinion  by  what  had  fallen  iromthe 
noble  Lord  hiinself,  who  had  disclaim^  all  idea  of  inter* 
posing  between  General  Graham  and  the  vote  to  him  of  the 
thanks  of  the  House.    If  there  had  been  no  rule  laid  down 
for  regulating  their  proceedings,  he  was  satisfied  that  the 
nobbvMLord  and  every  other  member  of  the  House  would' 
have  ^hed  to  gi  V9  the  preference  to  this  motion*  He  should 
sKy  no  more  on  this  pomt.    It  would  be  peculiarly  incon* 
tenient  that  such  a  subject  should  in  any  degree  assume  the 
appearance  of  acrimony  where  go(k}-humoured  unanimity' 
was  so  essential  and  so  highly  merited  by  the  parties  who 
were  the  objects  of  the  discussion.     He  felt  confident  that 
in  moving  the  thanks  of  the  House  to  General  Graham  and 
his  Army  for  one  of  the  most  masterly  and  brilliant  military 
achievements  that  had  ever  been  performed,  he   had  no 
cause  to  fear  a  want  of  unanimity  in  that  House.    Ifthere 
was  any  strife  among  them,  he  was  satisfied  it  could  only  be   . 
in  vieing  with  each  other  who  should  most  express  their  ap- 
plause and  admiration  at  such  signal  and  splendid  acts  of 
resolution  and  bravery^    All  he  could  r^ret  was,  that  the 
task  of  bringing,  forward  the  business  had  fallen  into.hand9 
so  inadeauate  to  do  justice  to  the  efforts  of  the  gallant  G&t 
neral  ana'  his  brave  Officers  and  army.    He  felt  the  achieve- 
ment  to  be  in  itself  so  much  higher  than  any  description  of 
it  which  he  could  give,  that,  in  attempting  it  he  must  de- 
tract from  the  brilliancy  which  the  action  itself  must  natu* 
rally  produce.    He  had  no  more  to  do  then,  than  simply  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  subject  on  account  of 
which  he  was  how  to  move  for  a  Vote  of  Thanks  to  General 
Graham  and  his  btave  companions.     It  would  not  be  neces- 
sary for  him  to  ent^  into  a  history  of  the  transaction  ;  he 
should  confine  himself  solely  to  the  battle  of  the  5th  of  this 
month — a  battle  which  coukl  not  fail  to  excite  the  applause^ 
and  to  call  forth  the  thanks  of  the  House.    Though  every 
part  of  the  proceedings  bad  been  wisely  planned  and  ably 
executed,  yet,  lest  there  sihould  be  any  difference  of  opinioa 
on  any  part  of  the  previous  proceedings,  he  should  exclude 
from  his  consideration  the  whole  of  the  previous  proceedings^ 
and  should  confine  himself  to  the  distinguished  exertion  of 
the  British  army  on  that  dm*  (Hear^  hear !)  This  brought 
3rira,  therefore,  to  the  dth'pf  March,  aad  it  would  be  found 
Vou  U.«.181L  3N 
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tfaat  at  twelve  o'clock  on  thaf  day  General  Grabam  had 
reached  the  heights  of  Barrosa,  after  a  fatiguing  march  of 
sixteen  hours.    At  that  time  a  detachment  of  the  enenay  uraa 
mboutfour  miles  from  Barrosa,  and  it  appearing  that  the  po« 
•ttion  on'  the  river  should  be  reinforced,  he  immediately 
countermarched  in  order  to  support  the  troops  left  for  its 
defence,  supposing  that  Ihey  had  been  in  some  strength. 
When  be  approached,  however,  he  found  that  the  eaemy 
had  already  attacked  it,  and  that  tliose  who  had, been  lefi^&r 
its  defence  had  given  way.    He  here  found  a  force  V»  the 
enemy  double  in  numbers  to  that  which  he  himself  cosif^ 
mandod,  arranged  and  drawn  up  conveniently  for  themselves, 
most  inconveniently  for  him  and  his  army*     He  came,  how- 
ever, to  an  immedievte  determination.     He  did  not  allow 
himself  to  be  taken  by  surprise.    He  did  not  hesitate.     The 
resources  of  his  mind  were  equal  to  his  situation,  and  without 
pause,  hesitation,  or  difficulty^  he  resolved  on  the  attack^ 
and  ordered  his  army  to  be  brought  forward.    The  officers 
and  soldiers  under  his  command  shewed  that  they  were 
worthy  of  such  a  general ;  and  the^  bad  as  little  difficulty 
in  executing  as  he  had  in  j)lannmg  the  attack*    Their 
fatigues  were  lost  sight  of  and  forgotten  for  the  moment. 
They  did  not  wait  to  enter  into  a  comparison  of  the  difficul- 
ties of  their  situation,  but  from  right  and  left  the  attack  was 
made,  and  in  such  a  manner  that  the  effi^ct  immediately 
began  to  be  seen.    They  fought  with  that  which  might  be 
truly  called  a  British  weapon — the  bayonet — and  in  not 
much  more  than  an  hour  the  victory  was  achieved.    Every 
*  thing  shewed  thif  to  be  dearly  and  decidedly  a  victory  aa 
xnuco  as  it  was  possible  to  be — four  guns,  an  eagle,  threa 
generals,  and  a  great  number  of  prisoners  were  takte  itora 
the  enemy ;  and  this  without  a  single  man  being  missing  on 
the  part  of  the  British.    That  the  ^vantage  was  not  pushed 
farther,  was  not  to  be  attributed  to  any  thing  but  ill  fortune. 
For  him  (Mr.  Ferceval)  to  attempt  to  say  any  thing  farther, 
would  be  superfluous.    It  was  sufficient  for  him  simply  to 
bring  i^  before  the  House.    He  concluded  by  moving, 
^*  Tnat  the  thinks  of  the  House  be  ^iven  to  Lieutenant- 
General  Thomas  Graham,  for  the  distinguished   ability 
displayed  by  him  on  the  5th  of  March,  on  the  heights  of 
Barrosa,    by' which  a  signal  victory  was  gained  By  the 
<  troops  under  hi%  command  over  e^  greatly  superior  forca  of 
the  enemy." 
Jlf r*  Snmdan.—}Sir.  Speaker,  I  feel  mys^  fortunate  id 
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Rising  at  this  moment  to  have  met  your  eye ;  for  I  am  ear- 
nestly desirous  of  the  honour  of  seconding  the  motion  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  stated  to  the  House  by 
him  with  a  degree  of  perspicuity^  energy,  and  feeling,  which 
leaves  little  to  be  said  by  those  who  are  most  zealously  dis- 
posed to  follow  and  support  his  proposition.  He  has  truly 
said  that  he  anticipates  universal  assent  to  the  motion  now, 
Mir.  Speaker,  in  your  hands ;  and  (  cordially  agree  with 
him  that  there  can  exist  no  contest  in  this  Hous^.but  a  strife 
who  shall  be'niost  forward  and  eager  to  accord  to  that  mo« 
tion.  Sio  fh^re  have  been  differences  of  opinion  with  regard 
to  the  whole  of  our  conduct  in  the  war  in  the  Peninsula-^ 
there  have  been  those  who  originally  doubted  the  policy  of 
our  entering  into  the  contest  at  all,  or  at  least  otherwise 
than  by  assisting  the  Spanish  cause  by  subsidies  and  arms. 
These  opinions,  though  countenanced  by  authorities  which  I 
highly  respect,  never  appeared  to  me  to  have  any  rational  or 
sounci'foundation ;  there  are  others,  whoy  1  fear,  have  eater* 

stained  an  opinion,  that,  after  we  did  enter  into  the  contest, 
and  engage  the  faith  and  honour  of  the  British  name  in  the 
cause,  h^ve  imagined  that  they  imve  perceived  opportunities 
in  which,  consistently  with  British  faith  and  honpur,  we 
could  have  receded  from  our  connection  with  the  Peninsula. 
—-What  that  moment  or  opportunity  was,  since  the  com- 
mencement of  the  contest^  1  confess,  has  never  struck  my 
observation — an  observatftn  not|^  negligent  on  the  subject* 
Perhaps  there  remain  some,  and  highly-f  o-be-respe^tedf  au« 
thorities,  whosincerely  conceive  it  to  be  for  the  intei^est  of 
this  country  to  abandoii  the  Peninsula  to  its  fortune  and  its 

'  ewn  resources.  I  make  no  comment  on  this,  for  it  is  an 
opmion  which  lias  never  yet  been  distinctly  avowed ;  but 
stating  these  feveral  differences  in  the  contemplation  of  the 

» present  contest,  I  feel  an  entire  cooiSd^nce,  that  oa  this  day, 
lor^ing  all  political  contention,  the  only  contest  will  re- 
main to  vie  with  each  othe^  in  giving  the  most  unanimous^ 
cordial,  and  zealous  support  to  the  high  honour  proposed 
by  the  Chancellor  of  the  £xchequer|  to  that  excellent  com- 
mander, General  Gmhaoi,  and  to  every  Officer,  Subalta^, 
and  Private  of  his.  brave  array.  Having  said  this  much  as 
to  General  Graham's  merits  as  an  officer  and  soldier,  I  feel^ 
from  the  reception  c|f  what  I  have  said,  that  I  shall  be  par- 
doned, if  I  adi  something  ia  veiation  to  bis  private  character, 
and  the  circamstances  which  brought  him  into  the  service* 
and  at  ataidy  date  rewarded  his  merits  with  the  taik  be 
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now  holds.  Man^  who  hear  me  now  nmst  veoAemberiat  wcH 
as  myself,  that  m  the  jear  1793,  Lord  Mulgrawi  whose 
Iriendship  with  me  has  not  been  abated  by  political 'di& 
Terences,  wr<yte  to  this  countfy,  that  Toukxiy  then  m  o«ir 
possession,  and  where  he  commanded,  and  then  besieged  by 
the  present  Emperor  of  France,  he  found  an  English  gentle*> 
man  of  the  name  of  <j!iaham>  who,  then  no  milkaiy  man^ 
]ed  on  the  British  forces  through  the  heights  and  labyrinths 
surrounding  Toukn  to  success  and  victory.  Loid  Mulgni ve 
loiipd  him  there  no  educated  soldier,  but  of  the  most  iSned 
attainments,  deploring  a  domestic  loss,  woich  had  left  him 
with  an  afflicted  heart,  yet  pieserring  an  unbroken  spirit* 
7he  service  he  did  Lord  Mulgrave's  army,  and  the  admiia- 
ticHi  of  all  the  officers  of  that  lumy,  struck  his  mindy  aad 
then  he  became  a  soldier ;  not  created  so  by  accident,  but 
enlisting  his  awn  brare  heart,  from  a  consciousness  that  he 
was  entitled  to  serve  his  King  and  Countfy,  he  embarked  in 
the  profession.  He  returned  to  bis  country,  and  without  any 
mercenary  stipulation  for  rank^  he  raised,  a  legunent  of  two 
'battalioQS  in  his  native  land,  and  thenceforward  devoted  him- 
aelf  enticel^  to  Us  military  duties.  From  his  fiiat  decisian 
for  a  mihtltry  career,  at  Toulon,  in  1793,  afier  serving 
through  the  whole  Austrian  campaign,  yon  are  to  look  to 
his  conduct  when  be  escaped  from  the  siege  of  ISantna-*«> 
i^ot  skuUcing  from  it  as  a  spy,  but  wearing  Mdly  his  British 
uniform,  am  through  risks  and  perils,  I  believe  abaolBtdy 
unprecedented,  prouucing  the  ultimate  surrend^  of  the  place 
to  the  Austrians.  We  next  are  t^  trace  him  at  the  si^e  of 
Malta,  which  surrendered  on  the  6th  of  Sept.  1800,  to  6e« 
neral  Pigot;  but  that  Geneml  had  the  honour  and  the  justice 
to  declare,  that  the  siege  of  that  place  had  been  so  condnded 
by  General  Graham,  that  it  Idl  nothing  to  the  arrival  of 
General  Pigot  but  the  acceptance  of  the  sunender  of  it. 
Mr.Sheridfm  then  ran  through,  in  a  quick  but  doquent 
straip,  Gen.  Graham's  further  exploits — ^his  singular  servioei 
in  Egypt,  where,  with  no  other  rank  than  a  Colonel  of  his 
own  regiment,  he  joined  that  regiment — bis-  following  Gen. 
Moore  to  the  rejected  Expedition  by  the  King  of  Sweden  to 
the  Baltic — bis  tiien  attacbmg  himself  as  an  nonorary  aide* 
de-camp  to  General  Moore  in  his  caiupaign  in  Spain— -be* 
loved  and  trusted  as  he  was  by  that  General,  among  his  ad« 
Tisers  in  the  day  of  difficulty,  and  his  first  consoler  in  the 
nour  of  disaster.  Mr.  Sheridan  then  said, -that  passing  by  the 
respect  Tfrhich  the  puU|c  must  i^we  to  his  mSitaiy  cfaanicterf 
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.lie  must  pay  homage  to  his  prirate  and  domttiic  TbtttC»-« 
'thece  nerer  existed  a  man  in  Mrbosebosomwasseateda  loftier 
sf^irit  placed  in  a  gentler  heart.  Mr.  Sheridan  here  proceeded 
to  state  his  affecti(xi  for  and  admiration  of  liis  honourable 
irieiid«-Jtniit  he  stopped  short  to  call  the  atteiltion  of  the 
Jlons;  to  consider,  thatihe  House  and  the  country  must  feel 
gratitude,  not  only  to  Genecal  GraJhaiU)  but  to  the  Duke  of 
York,  who  had  called  him  forward »  and  given  to  him  the 
^taation  which  he  now  so  nobly  filled. 

General  ffope  hote  testimony  to  every  thing  that  had^ 
liad  fallen  from  the  rigbi  honounUiIe  gentleman  (Mr.  Sheri<- 
4)an),  and  felt  greatly  indebted  to  iiim'  finr  .the  very  able 
manner  in  which  he  had  stated  it.    The  right  honourable, 

Snileman  might  have  added  to  the  other  merits  of  his  gal* 
4  friend,  that  to  him  was  to  be  attributed  in  a  great  mea* 
^le  the  surrender  of  Malta,  and  in  that  respect  Qeaerel 
Pigot  did  him  justice.  He  ihen  went  to  Egypt,  where  ha 
be^me  the  friend  of  the  gallant  Sir  Ralph.  Abercrombv« 
Sir  John  Hope,  who  brought  the  last  accounts  from  the  field 
of  Corunna^  reported  itio  the  Commander  in  Chief  asbeing^ 
the  express  wish  of  the  gallant  Sir  John  Moore  in  hisr'last 
momients,'  that  in  the  case  of  General  Gmham  there  might 
be  a  departure  from  the  general  rule  of  the  al-my.  So  fiu: 
tWaaSir  John. Moore  convinced  of  the  merits  of  this  distia^ 

fuisbed  Officer.  The  Commander  in  Chief,  therefore,  felt 
imself  absolved  from  all  those  ties  by  which  the  service  was 
in  general  iegulated,'and  placed  him  in  a  situation  where  hia 
merits  might  be  serviceable  to  the  country.  The  right  ho«- 
nourable  gentleman  had  done  nothing  but  justice  to  the  late 
Comman&r  in  Chief,  in  ascribing  tonim  a  great  portion  of 
the  energy  and  discipline  of  our  army.  He  had  greatly 
added  to,  and  encouraged  both.  But  here  we  owed  to  the 
lat^  Commander  in  Chief  not  only  the  discipline  of  the 
tT'Oops,  but  the  Commander  dso. 

General  Ferguson  begged  leave  to  express  his  cordial  con* 
currence  in  the  motion  now  before  the  House.  The  valour 
and  discipline  displayed  in  the  action  of  Baivosa  could  noC 
bb  too  highly  rated.'  He  ccttigratulated  the  House  upon  th« 
fresh  instance  of  militaiy  conduct  evinced  by  the  Portuguese 
troops  in  that  action,  by  which  they  had  confirmed  the  aus- 
picious promises  held  forth  by  them  in  the  battle  of  Busaeo. 
He  had,  upon  a.  former  occasion,  exprteed  his  doubis  of  any 
'  beneficial  consequences  being  likely  to  result  from  the  plaa 
theo  proposed^  reacting  the  officering  and  disciplining  Por« 
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iuguese  troops.  Thai  opinion  the  subsequent  conduct  of  the 
Portuguese  bad  changed  ;  and  he  did  not  now  shrink  from 
avowing  that  change  of  opinion,  as  a  duty  which  he  owed 
^  to  himself  as^ an  Officer,  and  to  the  public.  {Hear  I  iiear !) 
Lord  Casilercaghy  in  terms  of  suitables  <^i]iIogium,  com* 
mented  lipon  the  skill  and  bravery  evinced  by  the  Gena^l 
and  trooftt,  in  the  action  of  Barrosa.    In  a  struggle  nch  jas 
.  that  in  which. they  were  now  engaged  with  a  lorniidable 
enemy,  it  was  matter  of  no  small  encouragensent  to-know, 
that  in  the  event  of  any  of  those  critical  emergencies  which 
tbetrasuaUies  of  war  must  so  often  and  so  unexp^tcdly  bring 
to  pass — it  was  th>  small  encouragement  to  be  able  to  rest  sa- 
tisfied, that  in  such  a  moment  this  Country  might  securely 
rely  upon  those  great  energies  in  her  military  character*  to 
be  found  at  all  times  as  well  in  the  skill,  devotion,  and 
cenius  of  her  gcnerak,  as  in  the  unconquerable  valour  and 
disciplineof  her  armies.  (Hear\)     In  addition  to  what  he 
felt,  in  common  with  every  one,  upon  this  subject,  he  had 
also  great  personal  satisfaction  in  knowing,  that  the  honours 
of  that  most  brilliant  achievement  devolved  upon  his  fi'iend 
General  Graham— *>than  whom  never  did  man  enter  his- pro- 
iession  with  nobler  zeal  for  the  service.     The  peculiar  «ir« 
cumstances  under  which  he  entered  on  it,  though  they 
deliarred  him  from  looking  forward  to  the  honours  open  to 
those  who  proceeded  through  the  more  regular  gradations, 
yet  never  had  the  slightest  efiect  in  damping  his  militarf 
ardour.    That  ardour  burned  in  his  bosom  with  as  bright 
and  as  pure  flame  when  he  }¥as  but  Colonel  Graham^  and 
expecteJ  to  die  Colonel  Gmham,  as  it  did  now,  when,  hap- 
pily for  tlie  destinies  of  England,  bis  great  military  genius 
has  been  advanced  to  a  more  suitable,  because  a  more 
elevated  and  extended  sphere  of  action.  {Hear  I)  .Amongst 
the  many,  he  might  almost  say,  the  innumerable  advantages 
which  the  arm v  had  derived  from  the  unitorm diligence  and 
anxious  care  tor  their  best  interests  evinced  by  his  Roydl 
Highness  the  late  Commander  in  Chief,  tiiere  were  few  for 
which  the  countrv  had  more  reason  to  be  gratrful  than  that 
act  by  which  his  Royal  Highness  succeeded  in  obviating  the 
difficulties  which  stood  in  the  way  of  General  Gzaham*s 
promotion.    The  late  Commander  in  Chief  had  strenuously 
advised  his  Majesty  to  wave  the  strictness  of  those  regulations 
in  favour  of  Colonel  Graham ;  and  his  Majesty  was  accord- 
ingly gmciously  pleased  to  dispense  with  those  rules  which, 
though  iu  that  instauct  it  had  bciuu  thought  advisable  to 


n 


MAJtCK  S8.]  TITAN KS  TO  GEN.  «RAI(AM.         -  .^  46S 

dispense  with,  yet  were  founded  in  unquestionably  wisdam, 
and  generally  necessary  to  tJie  welfare  of  the  auny . 

Mr.  Fretmantky  after  expressing'  his  concurrence  in  the 
general  expression  of  approbation  at  the  skill  and  conduct  of 
the  General,  and  the  steady  valour  and  discipline  of  t^e 
army  displayed  in  that  action,  was  proceeding  to  enter  into 
the  question  of  the  policy  of  the  present  mode  of  carrying  on 
the  war  in  Spain,  when  the  House  beginning  to  evince  ^me 
svipptoms  of  impatience,  the  honourable  gentleman  said, 
tliat  as  the  temper  of  the  House  seemed  averse  to  entering  on 
that  sujbjcct  then,  he  should  not  press  it,  but  reserve  to  him- 
self  some  other  opportunity  for  delivering  his  sentin^cnts 
upon  it.  _ 

General  Tarkion  highly  approved  of  the  motion,  and 
spoke  in  terms  of  the  most  unqualified  praise  of  the  prompti* 
tude,  presence  of  inind^  skill, *  and  valour  displayed  by  Gp<» 
neral  Graham,  as  well  as  the  discipline  and  bravery  of  his 
little  army.  In  the  abundant  stores  of  British  glory  he  could 
find  nothing  of  the  kind  to  equal  it. 

Mr.  Fuller  said,  that  all  parts  of  the  House  agreed  in  at- 
tributing no  small  part  of  the  causes  which  led  to  the  general 
successes  of  our  ^rms  to  the  wise  regulations  of|he  late  Com- 
mander in  Chief :  if  that  were  so,  and  he  had  no  doubt  that 
it  was,  he  hoped  that  hiis*  Royal  Highness  would  at  last  be 
done  just  ice  to— he  hoped  he  shoul^  soon  hear  of  his  being 
restored  to  the  high  situation  he  filled  so  well,  and  that  he 
would  again,  and  shortly  too,  be  enabled  to  seni;^  the  army 
and  the  <:ountry  as  Commander  in  Chief.  Hehope(l  that 
this  was  not  the  country  in  which  an  innocent  man  could  be 
written  dawn,  so  as  never  to  rise  again.  As  to  the  present 
motion,  there  could  not  be  a  second  opinion  about  it.  Who 
was  there  that  must  riot  rejoice  in  giving  hh  vote  in  favour  of 
it  ?  For  his  part,  he  would  ^nkly  own,  that  these  ^ere 
just  the  sort  of  motions  he  liked  to  hear  in  that  House 
(a  laugh).  There  could  be  no  doubt  that  ihey  would  soon 
have -more  of  them,  and  he  was  sure  he  could  never  tire  of 
them  (a  laugh) ,  t  So  far  from  ;t,  that  he  wished  witlhall  his 
heart  such  motions  could  happen  every  day.  (a  laugh^^ 
Sear  I  heart) 

The  motion  of  Thanks  to  General  Graham  was  then  put 
and  carried,  hem.  con. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  then  moved,  that  the 
Thanks  of  this  House  be  given  to  Brigadier-General  Williani 
Thomas  DilkeSy  and  tht  several  other  Officers^  for  tlieemineat 
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'ability  displajed  by  them  in  the  action  of  the  5th  of  Marcb, 
QpoD  the  heights  of  BarroKi,  and  that  the  said  Thanks  ht 
commuilicat^  to  tb^m  by  Lieatenant-Geneial  Giabam; 
irhich  wasXcarried,  nan.  con. 

He  then  moTed,  that  the  Hons^  doth  his^hly  approve  of, 
and  acknowledge  the  discipline  and  valour  disphiyed  by  the 
Non*Comniisioned  Officers  and  Soldiers  in  the  said  action ; 
vrbich  was  also  agreed  to,  nem.  con. 

Mr.  Percecal  then  moved,  that  the  Speaker  do  com- 
ittnnicate  the  vote  of  Thanks  to  General  Graham. — Oideied. 

BX-OPFICIO   INFORMATIONS. 

Lord  FolkesUme  rose,  and  after  /t  few  prdhtoty  words, 
said,  that  his  olnect  in  addressing  the  House,  was  to  obtain  a 
List  of  the  Inrormations  ex  officio  which  had  been  filed 
during  the  last  ten  years*  He  had  be6n  induced  to  call  ihe 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  subject,  by  the  great  increase 
of  those  informations  which  had  occurred  within  a  few 
jean,  and  the  importance  of  the  rights  which  were  a&cted 
Dy  those  acts  of  the  Attomev*General.  On  looking  over  the 
list  of  the  informations  filed  by  the  Attorney-Generals  in  the 
thirty  years  preceding  1791^  there  appeared  to  have  been 
seventy  prosecutions  instituted.  Of  those,  frotn  1791  to 
J  800,  he  had  not  obtained  an  account.  From.  1801  to 
1806  there  were  fourteen  prosecutions;  in  1807  there  had  not 
been  one ;  but  from  1807  to  1810,  the  three  years  of  the 
present  Attomey-G^eral  being  in  office,  the  number  of 
informationsfx  q^cfo  was  no  less  than  forty*two;  the  yearly 
average  of  informations  in  the  former  periods  being  two,  bat 
in  the  latter  fourteen.  This  called  at  least  for  inquiry  into 
'  the  cause.  For  it,  but  one  of  two  causes  could  be  assigned— 
the  growing  disposition  of  the  press  to  indulge  an  anunosity 
towards  Government,  or  the  increased  readiness  of  that 
Government  to  seek  out  occasions  of  severity  against  the 
people.  Was  it  to  be  said,  that  the  animosity  of  th^  j^res 
originated  with  itself,  \  or  that  it  was  not  the  follower  of  the 
public  opiiSion  ?  In  a  late  instance,  of  The  Day  pap^r,  it 
was  admitted,  that  the  conductors  changed  thewhdfe  current 
of  their  paper  for  the  purpose  of  adopting  the  opinion  of  the 
moment  {Hearl  from  the  Treasury  Bench):  Yes,  the 
fact  was  allowed,  but  what  did  it  prove  ?  Plainly  and  dis- 
tinctly that  the  press  followed  the  opinion  of  the  people  ; 
91^  when  the  press  was  found  $tenily  and  stioogly  «etHng. 
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its  face  against  tlie  cliaracter  of  the  Governmenty  ought  it 
-nut  to  be  examined)  bow  far  it  spoke  the  opinion  of  the 
nation,  and  bow  far  the  national  cry  against  grievances  was 
'  justified  ?  for  there  must  have  been  grievan<;e  to  gi^e  e}(ist- 
%nce  to  the  crj*    It  was  the  nature  of  man  to  look  for  quiet^ 
it  was  the  nature  of  man  ta  be  contented  with  the  lot  in 
<which  he  was  placed ;   and  nothing  but  teal  and  serious 
injury  could  raisii  at  once  the  cry  of  a  whole  country.    The 
fBkct  was,  that  the  prosecutions  had  increased  exceedingly 
and  alarmingly  under  the  present  Attorney-General ;  And 
this  sim]^e  fact  might  have  been  deemed  sufficient  ground 
for  an  inquii^  into  the  cause.    He  (Lord  Folkestone)  would 
have  suifered  his  case  to  rest  here,  pat  frooi  what  he  had 
heard  on  the  subject,  he  would  be  forced  to  go  into  details. 
Would  the  Ifouse  consider  for  a  moment  the  great  and  e^* 
tensive  power  given  to  the  Attorney-General  by  the  privilege 
of , filing  ex-offtdo  informations  ?  That  privilege  might  once 
•hstve  b«^n  comparativelpr  harmless,  at^  time  when  the  press 
li^as  low,  and  its  publications  few ;  but  now,  when  it  was 
spread  through  the  country,  when  it  was  the  great  organ  of 
public  feeling,  when  every  thing  was  said,  and  done,  and 
ielt,  and  thought,  through  the  press,  to  give  an  Attorney* 
General  the  power  of  binaing  it  down,  was  to  give  him  tne 
fnost  important,  and  the  most  likely  to  be  abused  power  that 
could  be  found  in  the  community.     Those  gentlemen  who 
had  not  attentively  examined  the  matter,  could  not  con- 
ceive the  power  which  tlie  Attorney-General  possessed  to 
harass  and  ytx  those  against  whom  be  was  disposed  to  file 
nn  information.     In  all  other  cases  of  prosecution  by  the 
Crown,  the  forms  and  processes  of  trial  were  in  favour  of  the 
accused.     In  the  case  of'bi^h-treason,  those  protections 
were  almost  infinite.      W^s  it  to  be  presumed  that  in  all 
tlds  the  law  meant  a  studied  insult  to  tlus  Sovereign?    or 
that  it  considered  the  interests  and  injuries  of  the  Sove- 
reign not  more  draerving  of  being  guarded  and  fenced  than  ' 
those  of  his  subjects?    No.:  but  tlie  law  contemplated  the 
/  nature  of  the  contest  that  must  take  place--Hit  assumed  that 
the  individual  would  have  to  struggle  with  the  whole  in- 
fluence of  the  Crown«— it  knew  that  it  would  be  the  contest    ^ 
oi  a  giant  with  a  nigm^jr,  and  it  thiew  its  forms  between  the 
subject  and  the  sovereign.     Forms  were  always  meant  for 
-the  protection  of  the  weaker.  The  very  forms  (m  that  House 
-were  devised  for  the  protection  of  a  minoritj'  against  an 
overweening  an^  overwnelming  raaioriUr*    But  yi  the  pro^ 
Vol.  II.— 1811.  SO 
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tecatitm  ton  libel,  tbe  accused  had  to  contend  mdi  a  poner 
more  formidable,  because  more  secret  and  less  extiting 
public  interest  than  that  by^vhicb  he  was  called  on  to 
answer  in  high-treason.  In  high-treason  the  public  eye  was 
directed  to  the  whole  procedure ;  no  injury  could  be  done 
by  secret  and  noiseless  acts;  every  act  eaugut  the  watchful* 
ness  of  the  public  eve ;  and  the  shield  of  this  awakened  and 
▼igilant  spirit  was  thrown  over  the  accused.  But  in  tbe  pro- 
secution for  libd,  no  life  was  threatened,  and  no  serious 
risk  of  property  was  supposed ;  the  public  e^  was  not  held 
to  the  object,  ai^l  the  Attorney-General  might  proceed  at 
his  ease.  In  all  other  cases,  justice  was  provided  for  at  the 
outset.  The  oflence  must  come  before  a  Jury  of  twelve  men ; 
and  even  in  informations  before  a  Court  the  accused  was 
allowed  to  make  a  defence,  and  the  oaths  of  th^  Judges  stood 
between  him  and  injustice :  but  in  the  information  ex  offido^ 
^he  ipse  dixii  of  an  Attomey«General  was  all  and  tvery 
ihing.  And  here  there  was  one  point  which  ought  not  to 
beoverlooked.  1 1  was,  the  simple  question  of  fees  on  those 
informations.  He  (Lord  Folkestone)  respected  the  sitoa« 
tion  of  the  learned  gentleman  (Sir  V.  Gibbs)  opposito^  too 
much  to  make  an  allusion  to  bim  on  this  subject*  He 
(Lord  Folkestone)  could  not  bring  himselfto  suppose  that 
the  fees  had  any  influence  in  the  late  extraordinary  increase 
of  prosecutions.  He  would  be  the  last  man  to  attribute  to 
any  person  of  liberal  acquirements,  the  odionsnes  of  acting 
from  the  mere  motive  of  base  lucre.  It  was  always  uniust 
and  ungenerous  to  fix  such  a  mo^ve  upon  any  mail,  and  he 
was  sure  the  learned  gentleman  on  the  opposite  side  would 
be  ready  to  coincide  with  him.  There  was  another  most 
important  consideration ;  there  was  no  limitation  of  the 
time  of  prosecution.  In  high-treason,  that  time  was  limited 
to  three  years :  if  the  prosecution  was  not  brought  on  within 
three  years  and  a  day,  it  fell  to  tbe  ground.  And  yet  ia 
treason,  when  the  crime  might  be  concealed,  and  hxn 
worked  in  secret  for  those  three  years,  there  appeared  reason 
for  giving  the  prosecution  the  longest  term  that  law  could 
allow.  AJ^inst  the  Attorney-General  there  was  no  limita« 
tion  :  by  virtue  of  his  extraordinary  power,  he  might  go 
back  to  an  ofience  of  three>  often,  of  twenty  vears*  staodbg. 
By  the  S8th  of  the  King,  which  compelled  the  printers  to 

!rive  in  their  names  to  the  Stamp-office,  all  the  evidence  waa 
umished  by  the  parties  against   themselves.     Another 
singular  privilege  ot  the  Attomey^General  tras,  that  na  time 
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ym  defined  for  bringing  oji  the  trial.     The  accnsed  might 
bring  the  cause  to  Sie  eve  of  trial:  bat  those  trials  \i^ere 
before  special  juries ;  if  the  whole  of  the  jury  did  not  attend, 
they  iveri^to  be  made  up  by  praying  a  Ude$.  The  Attorney* 
Geneml  alone  <;ouId  thus  complete  the  juryi  and  thus  the 
proceeding  to  trial  depended  upon  bi$  pleasure.    He  (Lord 
Folkestone)  wouldsay  no  more  of  special  juries,  now*  as  he 
intended  to  make  them  the  subject  of  a  motioa  at  another 
time.    But  it  was  to  be  recollected^  that  they  were  chosen 
by  an  officer  of  the  Crowfi,  and  that  those  who  usually 
acted,  at  least  in  London,  were  also  in  some  degree  con* 
aected  with  die  Crown.    In  Sir  Richard  PhillipsV  pam^ 
phlet  it  was  stated,  that  when  he  was  sheriff,  a  great  num* 
bers  of  persons  came  to  him  soliciting  to  be  put  ^ito  the 
freeholders* book,  from  which  the  special  juries  were  draivn.. 
This  desi|ie  shewed  that  they  would  not  wiUmglyofiend  by  any 
great  want  of  pliancy  when  they  .were  once  possessed  of  the 
object  of  their  desire.    The  law  was  jealous  of  speci{il  juries ; 
it  allowed  them  no  cognizance  of  causes  affecting  life  or 
limb.    But  was  it  to  be  doubted  that  the  present  punish* 
ments  for  libd  went  close  upon  affiscting  life  r    It^  was  said 
that  truth  was  a  libel.    He  did  not  mean  to  contradict  the 
word  of  law,  as  it  stood ;  but  he  could  cite  law  within  a 
hundred,  years 'Which  hdd  the  direct  contrary;    and  the 
irhole  doctrine  as  at  present  seemed  absolutely  contrary  to 
common  sense.    Lora  Folkestone  then. went  into  a  snort 
detail  to  shew  from  cases  in  the  time  of  Edward  I.  Richard 
II.  Philip  knd  Mary,  and  the  trial  of  the. seven  Bishops, 
that  the  falsehood  of  the  libel   constituted   the   crime, 
ilnother  exttaordinary  power  of  the  Aitornejr^General  was,^ 
that  of  replying.    The  Attorney-General  might  thus  keep 
back  half  the  charge,  he  might  influence  the  yerdict  ia  the 
most  fatal  manner  to  the  accused,  while  there  was  no  power 
giyen  of  answering  the  charge.     A  striking  feature  in  all 
those  cases  was  the  uncertainty  of  the  law.      Different 
opinions  were  pronounc^  by  different  judges,  and  all  pro- 
nounced witli  equal  appearance  of  mature  convictioiu    Tha 
same  judge  differed  from  himself  at.different  times.    In  the 
trial  of  the  Dean  of  St  Asaph,  Jud^.BulIer  directed  the 
jury  merely  to  fill  up  the  inuendos.  .  In  tjbe  trial  ofHorne. 
Tooke,  Lord  Mansfield  left  the  alterna|lTe  of  guilty  or  not 
guilty  on  the  whole  case,  to  the  jury  in  the  usual  way.     In 
the  trial  of  Mr.  Cobbett  for  a  letter  on  Irish  Affairs,  Lord 
EUenborough  saidj  that  when  the  feeling  of  any  indiTidual 
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begnn  to  be  hurt,  then  criminality  commenced.      Bnt  the 
same  Lord  Ellenborongb,  in  the  case  of  Carr  and^Hood,  said, 
that  a  writer^s  failures  might  be  criticised,  and  (hat  remarks 
mi  them  vfcte  /^ood  for  literature.     But  wa»  it  to  be  held 
that  the  feeltngsof  an  author  were  not  to  beguarded  asmucb 
as  those  of  any  other  person  ;  or  at  least  that  the  ieelings  of 
men  who  only  acted  in  a  private  capacity  were  not  to  be  as 
scnipulonsly  reverenced  as  those  of  the  men  on  whose  weak- 
ness or  wisdom  might  depem^  even  the  salve^tion  of  the 
country  ^    A  libel  was  by  the  law  only  a  mtsdemeahour, 
and   it  was  linbteto  fine,  imprisonment,  and  pillory.     But 
was  it  to  be  said,  that  the  law,  in  appointing  ttiese  punish- 
ments,  had  ever  intended  to  aggravate  them  by  destroying 
the  property  of  the  persons  so  punished  ?    But  for  what 
other  object  than  this  ruin,  were  they  sent  off  to  distant 
gaols  ?     White  and  Hart,  for  a  libel  in  the  Jndependeni 
Whigy  were  sent  to  a  distant  gaol  for  three  years.   This  very- 
length  of  confinement  appeared  an  oulmgeous  punishment, 
but  it  was  aggravated  by  the  circumstance  of  the  rais- 
chief  and  ruin  which  the  distance  of  the  gaol  roust  bring 
upon  their  means  of  subsistence.    Those  who  sent  thena 
titere  knew  that  wel).    There  was  another  person,  Gale 
Jones,  whose  principal  property  was  some  daily  or  weekly 
publication :  that  person  was  confined  in  a  gaol  where  he 
was  not  allowed  the  use  of  books  or  peiv  The  late  case  of  Mr. 
Finnerty  was  of  the  same  order,  '^ere  was  an  extraordinary 
feature  in  the  magnitude  of  the  sums  required  as  security  for 
sood  behaviour  for  a  number  of  years.    This  was  totally 
distinct  from  security  for  keeping  the  ^ace.      It  ppe« 
Fated   as  an   extension  of  the    time   oF  confinement.— i> 
It  was  worth  while  to  compare  the  punishments  for  libel 
with  those  for  other  offences.    He  had  lately  looked  over 
a  list  of  sentences  for  offences  tried  at  the  Old  Bailey. — 
Those  offences  were  felonies,  and  others  of  an  aggravated 
nature.     He  found  the  sentences,  imprisonment  for  three, 
two,  and  one  month.     On  that  same  day  Alexander  Da«^ 
vidson  had  been  let  out,  after  confinement  for  the  high  of- 
fence of  embezzlement:  the  sentence  of  the  Court  on  that 
person  had  been  commitment  for  twenty-one  months.    At2« 
other  instance  occurred,  in  a  country  paper*  of  a  rape,  at* 
tended  with  extrabrdinary  circumstances  of  guilt.    Thei 
Judge  told  the  offendtr,  that  if  the  indictment  had  been. 
capKal,  he  must  have  been  hanged ;  and  what  was  the  sen* 
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tence  for  the  excessive  and  jexaggerated  guilt  of  this  matf^ 
It  was  only  a  two  years*  imprisoument.     {Hear  I  Acarl)— * 
But  then  the  injured  parly  could  bring  i^is  case  before  the 
House  of  Lords.    What !  after  suffering  a  Ion?  and  unjast 
confinement^  he  was  to  come  for  justice  to  tlie  Cords,  when, 
from  what  had  been  lately  acknowledged  of  the  proceed* 
ings  of  that  House,  he  might  see  his  appeal  thrown  by  for 
years.     He  (Lord  Folkestone)  was  n6t  about  to  contend 
against  the  law  in  its  ancient  state.    It  might  be  harmless— 
a  mere  brutum  Julmen — when  the  press  was  narrow  and 
feeble ;  but  now  it  became  a  most  important  consideration 
for  the  country^     He  must  correct  his  first  statement,  that 
but  forty-two  prosecutions  had  been  commeticed,  some  of 
those  had  been  successively  repeated  against  the  same  per* 
sons.  But  at  least  seventy  informations  might  be  presumed 
to  have  been  filed.  '  But  the  law  was  changed— it  was  not 
the  same  law  now  which  it  was  two  years  since.     About 
that  time  the  Attorney-General  introduced  the  present  form 
as  a  mere  matter  of  convenience— -as  a  rule  found  advan- 
tageoius  in  practice— a  mere  improvemrenton  an  Act  of  the 
fi6th  of  the  present  King,  by  which^  persons  resisting  the 
Revenue  Officers  were  ordered  to  find  bail,  or,  in  defaalt, 
to  be  liable  to  be  committed.    The  offences  against  the  re- 
venue were  serious,  and  required  coercion.     But  the  At-? 
torney«General  brought  in  a  Bill  for  extending  the  practice 
to  all  offences  which  be  might  think  deserving  of  prosecu- 
tion.   The  liberty  of  the  subject  was  thiis  thrown  at  the 
mercy  of  the  Attorney-General.     If  this  law  stood,  there 
was  not  an  individual  in  the  land  who  misht  not  be  prose- 
cuted— (Hearl) — there  was  not  a  man  who  might  not  be 
harassed  by  bail  — bail  was  a  virtual  imprisonment.    It 
ought  not  to  be  doubted  that  this  great  power  was  used  pro- 
perly and  impartially.     He  would  not  now  say  that  the 
^whole  ground  of  those  informations  was  false  and  illegal ; 
but  when  he  found  such  men  as  Burke  and  I>ttnning  as- 
serting that  they  were  so^  dividing  the  House  of  Commons 
on  the  question,  and  finding  seventy  members  to  support 
theiir  opinion,  he  (Lord  Folkestone)  wdold  not  presume  to 
i^ay,  that  what  they  had  pronounced  not  to  be  law,  was  law. 
Ford  Folkestone  then  examined  some  of  the  arguments  in 
favour  of  the  antiqoity  of  the  law,  and  contended,  that 
fl'om  the  obsc^urity  of  the  cases,  and  their  slight  reference 
to  the  question,  they  could  add  nothing  to  its  authority .*- 
In  the  case  of  Withers,  the  argument  went  merely  to  con- 
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test  the  right  of  the  Court  of  Star-Chai^ber.  In  the  ca^es 
of  Sir  John  Showers  and  Mr.  Plowdeo,  the  pqint  in  ques- 
tion waa  Dot  adverted  to,  and  of  course  decided  in  neither 
way.  Blackstone,  on  the  point,  Mid,  that  informations 
€x  officio  were  intended  to  act  particularly  against  those  of- 


even  upon  this  that  I  would  ground  the^uselessness  and 
illegality  of  the  power.    Is  the  evil  such  as  to  require  an 
instantaneous  remedy  ?     What  h  in  it  that  requires  tbe 
sudden  effort  of  the  State  to  suppress  i    Or  if  a  libel  be  this 
minous  thing,  why  do^  the  Attorney- General  put  off  its 
trial  for  six  or  eight  months?    (Hear  I  hear !)     What  waa 
the  feeling  to  be  drawn  from  the  fate  of  these  numerous  iq- 
formations?  Out  of  the  whole  forty-two,  within  the  last  three 
years,  there  were  but  sixteen  brought  to  sentence.    Two  .of 
the  accused  wereacquitted,  two  were  still  unsentenced,  twelve 
were  etitireiy  passed  over,  and  ten  were  still  to  be  brought  on. 
Perhaps  these  ten  w^re  to  be  forgiven,  like  the  rest ;  aihci 
this  would  be  to  be  attributed  solely,  of  course,  to  the. hu- 
manity of  the  Attorney-General.     (Hear  I  and  a  laugh.) 
But  was  it  no  punishment  to  have  such  a  prosecution  threat*  . 
cned  ?    Was  there  nothing  in  tbe  perplexity  and  the  ha- 
rassed mijad,  and  the  doubtful,  spirit,  of  the  unfortunate 
person  who  was  thus  threatened  by  the  Attorney-General 
as  the  Victim  of  that  prosecution,  which,  according  ta 
Blackstooe,  was  only  to  be  brought  on  in  cases  that  were 
vitally  momentous  to  the  State  i    The  seventy  informuiions 
before  17&1,  produced  fifty  convictions— tbe  fourteen  pre- 
<:eding  1807>  produced  six  convictions;  but  ia  the  subse* 
Guent  three  years  of  the  present  Attorney-Generars  office, 
tne  House  would  observe  the  number  which  were  convicted^ 
and  jtidge  of  the  influence  which  was  given  by  ihem  to  the 
Attornev«General.     Tt^ere  were  certain  statutes  directed 
distinctly  to  put  an  end  to  all  vexatious  proceedings,  but 
permitting  the  proceeding  by  the  Attorney-General.    This 
implied  that  his  proceedings  were  not  of  that  nature  which 
the  law  could  call  vexatious.  But  was  not  his  present  power 
most  productive  of  vexation  ?     Blackstone  says,  that  cora-^ 
pounding  a  prosecution  is  an  additional  misdemeanour.-* 
But  while  a  right  honourable  gentleman  (the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer)  held   the  nank  of  Attorney-General,    a 
Writer  had  been  prosecuted  for  libelling  Buonaparte  \  and 
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oi)  the  breaking  out  of  the  war,  that  per8oi^*s  oiTenqB  was 
passed  over.  He  had  since  been  a  zealous  writei'  on  the  ^ 
aide  of  Government.  He  (Lord  Folkestone)  did  not  saj, 
that  he  ought  to  have  been  sentenced,  or  that  he  ought  to 
have  been  prosecuted  at  all.  But  even  in  this  case,  there 
was  an  instance  ofcompoundiog  a  prosecution.  The  power 
was  used  for  influence.  It  was  not  directed  against  those 
•writers  who  were  on  the  side  of  Administration,  though  they 
had  at  least  as  few  restraints, from  a  feeling  of  moral  de« 
cency  and  jpropriety  as  the  writers  on  the  opposite  side.— - 
{Hcar\)  -The  Attorney-General,  on  coming  into  office, 
found  an  information  filed  against  the  Morning  Postj  for 
a  publication  tending  to  create  a  mutiny  amonc  the  troops 
that  were  then  embarking  for  foreign  service^.  This,  if  any 
thing,  seemed  to  require  prosecution,  as  its  injury  might 
have  been  instantaneous  and  niost  serious.  But  the  Attor* 
ney-General  entered  a  nolo  prosequi  on  the  prosecution,  and 
gave  as  his  reason,  what' was  probably  a  sufficient  one,  that 
the  printer  had  given  up  his  author.  (Hearl)  But  did 
the  Attorney*6eneral  always  think  by  the  saihe  principle? 
The  libel  in  the  Morning  Post  appeared  first  in  that  pap^r^ 
and  was  so  far  its  original  proauction>  But  though  Cob*- 
bett,.  on  his  trial,   declared  himself  the  sole  author  and 

f proprietor  of  his  paper,-  and  declared  the  printer  and  pub- 
isher  as  in  a  certain  sense  merely  his  servants,  that  decla- 
ration did  not  avail  them,  and  they  were  all  punished  to- 
gether. In  the  case  of  The  Statesman,  a  paper  which  had 
attracted  notice  by  its  opposition  to  Ministers,  Mr.  Lovel 
was  found  guilty,  and  sentenced  to  imprisonment — for 
whatf  For  a  libel  printed  with  the  author's  name,  which 
that  author  has  never  dented.  .  Was  the  Manchester  printer 
of  that  libel  convicted  ?  He  contrived  tp  compromise  the, 
prosecution.  An  information  had  been  filed  against  the 
author,  but  it  bad  never  been  proceeded  on.  T%ere  were 
cases  without  end  on  this  subject.  The  Etatrtiner  bad  been 
acquitted ;  and  as  a  proof  of  the  uncertainty  of  the  law, 
the  author  of  the  libel  in  the  Examiner  was  fbdnd  guilty. 
It  might  be  said,  there  was  some  verbal  distinction ;  but  it 
was  to  be  expected  that  the  Attorney-General  would  not 
attempt  to  shelter  himself  under  the  chicanery  of  sdch  a 
defence/  He  had  several  more  instances  to  state.  At  the 
time  that  discussions  were  going  on  in  that  House,'  relative 
to  the  conduct  of  the  Duke  of  York,  many  informations 
hac}  been  filed  against  dijSerent  individuals^  which  were 
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•fterWvds  withdrawn.  As  lo  thcv  mailers  which  those  1^ 
bels  contained)  it  was  bis  opinion  that  ihey  bad  been  feebl  j 
proved  in  evidence  at  the  bar  of  ibat»  House,  7'be  Attorney* 
General,  howeyer,  bad  thought  proper  to  abstain  frotn 
prosecution  df  those  libels.;  and  jet  the  individuals  against 
whom  he  had  filed  those  informationsy  had  been  put  to 
great  hardships  and  heavy  expence^  and  had  no  means  by 
which  they  might  obtain  reoress.  When  the  Attorney- 
Ceneral  thought  proper  to  file  tho^  informations,  it  was  ok 
the  groond,  tnat^  holding  t}»e  «Duke  of  York  up  to  con- 
tempt* was  lowering  the  respect  due  to  the  Royal  Family, 
and  a  great  offepce  against  the  State.  The  Duke  of  York, 
however^  at  that  time  supported  the  politics  of  the  learned 

Sentleman  and  his  friends ;  but  if  not  onl]^  a  member  of 
)e  Royal  Family  •  but  if  all  the  members  of  it  wem  libelled 
in  the  grossest  manner,  at  a  time  that  they  did  not  espouse 
the  poUtics  of  that  learned  gentleman  and  his  friends,  he 
saw  no  ground  to  file  his  information.  He  then  proceeded 
to  read  from  the  paper,  called  llic  Courier,  obsenrationa 
made  upon  all  the  male  branches  of  the '  Royal  Family^ 
which  the  writer  was  pleased  to  designate  by  the  term  of 
**  the  Colkge  gf  Princti.**  Now  he  was  not  complaining 
tbatthose  things  were  not  prosecuted,  but  he  complained 
of  the  partiality  which  prosecuted  for  everjr  thing  that  was 
said  against  the  political  friends  of  the  Miniver  of  the  day, 
but  passed  over  the  grossest  and  asost  indecent  observationa 
which  could  be  made  against  the  highest  persons  in  the 
community,  unless  those  persons  coincided  m  politics  with 
the  Miuiste^  In  the  article  to  which  he  had  alluded,  it 
was  stated,  '^  that  a  new  class  of  men  had  started  np  in 
this  country,  and  had  assumed  to  themselves  the  powers 
which  formerly  belonged  in  Germany  to  ^^  the  CotUge  of 
Princts.^^  It  went  on  to  state,  that  ^^  the  King's  Sons  as 
Princes  were  only  to  be  considered  as  great  babies;  that  a 
Prince  Ernest  or  a  Prince  Adolphus,  until  they  were  made 
English  noblemen,  were  mere  babies,  pretty  creatures  to 
'dance  at  a  Duchesses  ball;  that  they  were  mere  looby  boys 
•ntil  they  were  brttthed  into  political  manhood  by  being 
made  Peers ;  and  that  the  history  of  the  French  Princes  would 
not  be  soon  forgotten.''  Now  this  whole  article  appeared  t« 
liim  so  vastly  absurd,  that  be  did  not  blame  the  Attorney* 
General  for  not  prosecuting  it;  he  only  blamed  him  for 
not  shewing  something  like  impartiality  in  his  selection: 
oi'  those  libels  which  ouglit  to  be  prosecuted.     He  could 
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f^taten  although  it  was  oow  an  old  case^  that  it  appeared 
that  ia  the  jear  1788>  libeU  against  different  members 
of  the  Royal  Family  had  actually  been  sent  to  the  news- 
papers for  insertion  from  the  Treasury.  What  could  be  said 
pf  the  hardship  of  that  case,  where  two  individuals  had 
been  §^nt  to  a  prison  for  three  years  for  a  libel  upon  a  jury  ? 
It  appeared)  upon  the  virhole,that  the  real  rule  wnich  guided 
prosecutions  was  this,  that  the  Courier,  and  the  other  pa- 
pers who  supported  ti)e  Minister  of  the  day,  might  say 
whatever  tbey  pleased,  without  the  fear  of*  prosecution ; 
whereas^  the  Examiner ^  and  papers  that  took  the  contrary 
liue,  were  sqre  to  b^  prosecuted  for  expressions  that  were 
^ot  so  strong.  In  directing  his  observations  to  the  Attor- 
ney-Geperal)  he  acted  merely  from  the  consideration,  that 
be  was  the  officer  properly  responsible.  He  did  not  know, 
however,  whether  he  had  acted, ex  n^ero  motu^  or  whether 
he  had  acted  from  the  opinions  of  others.  It  was  pretty 
evident,  that  the  gentlemen  with  whom  he  acted  weie  no 
great  friends  to  the  liberty  of  the  press.  A  right  honour- ^ 
able  gentleman  (the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty)  had  also 
^puno  out,  in  the  course  of  the  last  session,  that  the  press 
was  intolerably  licentious,  and  complained  of  a  placard 
fef^ecting  on  him.  The  indivrduai  against  whom  the 
complamt  was  brought  (Mr.  Gale  Jones)  had  lain  for  many 
months  in  Newgate,  in  consequence  of  this  complaint; 
hut  when  the  ri^t  bonour^^ble  gentleman  brought  it  for- 
ward, he  had  stated,  that  he  felt  nothing  personally  on  the 
subject^  but  brought  it  forward  merely  from  his  regard  to 
the  credit  of  the  House.  He  at  first  believed  that  to  be  the 
case ;  but  he  was  free  to  cpnfess,  that  sint;e  that  time  his 
belief  had  been  much  shaken.  The  circumstance  which 
^hook  his  belief  was,  that  those  who  felt  so  keenly  the 
regard  that  was  due  to  the  House  in  one  instance,  yet  did 
not  feel  it  incumbent  upon  them  to  take  the  same  steps  to 
assert  its  dignity,  not  only  wh«n  individuals,  btit  when  large 
, bodies  of  the  members  of  that  House,  were  abused  in  the 
grossest  and  most  indecent  maon^r  by  those  papers  which 
supported  the  cause  of  Ministers.  The  Morning  Post,  ia 
its  observations  on  the  conduct  of  a  minority  in  opposing 
9Xi  adjournmeixt  (in  which  opposition  he  believed  it  would 
now  he  confessed  that  they  were  right),  abused  in  the 
grossest  manner  all  the  members  who  voted  in  the  mino- 
rity.   It  spQke  of  \\i^  trick  of  Sir  prancis  Burdett|  in  di- 
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Tiding  the  House,  which  obliged  Mr.  Whitbread  and  maDj 
others  to  Tote  with  the  mischievous  Baronet,  in  order  to 
bide  a  greater  shame ;  and  that  no  men,  whose  nature  was 
Jiot  debased  by  vile  views  of  faction,  or  whose  hearts  were 
not  ungenerous  and  base,  could'  bring  tbeaiselvea  to  vote 
against  their  King.  Siich  language  as  this  was  borne  in  the 
Morning  Po$t,  because  it  supported  Ministers ;  and  none 
of  those  9iembers«  who,  upon  other  occasions,  shewed 
such  regard  for  the  character  and  honour  of  the  House, 
thought  that  a  case  worthy  of  their  notice. '  He  declared, 
that  be  did  not  feel  at  9II  nurt  by  sucb  expressions  in  the 
Morning  Post^  and  had  no  objection  to  that  paper  speak- 
ing of  him  and  his  friends  in  that  sort  of  way ;  bijt  then  the 
Attorney-General,  and  those,  who  were  so  alive  to  the 
heinous  nature  of  libels  in  some  instances,  ought  to  prac* 
tise  something  like  impartiality  in  their  selection.  If  tbejr 
were  to  say,  that  their  object  in  prosecuting  libels  was 
merely  their  regard  for  that  House,  the  good  of  the  State^ 
their  respect  for  decency,  and  bonos  moret^  how  came  it 
that  those  considerations  never  affected  them,  but  when  the 
person  offending  differed  in  politics  from  the  Minister  of 
the  day }  He  feared  that  he  had  trbubled  the  House  at  too 
great  length,  but  be  hoped  he  had  laid  before  them  suffi« 
cient  grounds  to  shew  the  necessity  of  their  considering  the 
nature  of  this  privilege,  which  is  so  extensive,  that  it  affects 
every  subject  in  this  realm.  It  was  right  that  they  should 
look  at  this  privilege,  which  might  be  applied  to  such  vexa* 
tious  purposes,  that  they  should  see  what  it  is,  and  whether 
It  was  not  necessary  that  in  future  it  should  be  restrained.-— 
He  concluded  by  moving  for  *'  an  account  of  all  informa- 
tions rx  o^cto,  filed  since  the  1st  of  January,  1801,  toge* 
ther  with  all  proceedings  had  thereon,  specifying  also  the 
dates  on  which  such  proceedings  took  place." 

The  Jttorney^Gtnerat  then  rose,  and  said,  that  it  was 
evident  that  the  object  of  the  motion  was  not  to  question 
the  right  which  a  person  holding  his  situation  had  to  file 
such  informations,  but  to  insinuate,  or  rather  directly  to 
state,  that  this  power  bad  been  grossly  abused  in  his  hands. 
If  the  power  he  had  been  entrusted  with  had  been  made 
an  instrument  of  oppression,  h^  was  dieeply  responsible  for 
It.  As  this  charge  had  been  made  in  pretty  direct  terms, 
he  trusted  the  House  would  indulge  him  if  he  should  find 
himself  obliged  at  some  length  tp  repel  those  charges.  He 
trusted  the  iioble  Lord  would  do  bim  the  justice  to  allowj 
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that  there  was  no  impediment  whatever  thrown  in  the  way 
pf  •his  niotion.     He  had  access,  as  he  had  an  undoabted 
right  to  nave*  to  nil  the  records  which  could  be  serviceable 
to  him ;  and  the  persons  in  whose  custody  they  Were  placed^ 
had  positive  directions  to  give  hica  every  ^assistance  they 
could/  by  pointing  out  to  him  the  particular  parts  of  the  re* 
cords  to  wnith  his  inquiries  were  directed.  The  noble  Lord 
had  stated  truly  the  npmber  of  informations  which  had  beea 
filed  within  the  last  three  vears.     He  had,  however^  after 
this  statement,  proceedea  tb  state  his  suspicion  that  this 
power  bad  been  improperly  exercised,  and  had  stated  seve* 
jral  instances  to  confir(n  this  suspicion.    Many  of  the  topics 
touched  upon  by  the  noble  Lord  appeared  to  him  to  have 
AO'dort  of  bearing  upon  the  Teal  question,  which  was  not 
whether  ^there  was  any  thins  in  the  taw  upon  the  subject 
which  required  correction,  but  in  what  manner  he  {the 
Attorney-General)  had  executed  the  trust  reposed  in  him. 
As  to  thre  hardships  which  different  individuals  might  suffer 
in  consequenccDf  judgments  pronounced  against  them,  this 
was  a  matter  for  which  be  was  not  responsible ;  and  if  the 
noble  Lord  thought  that  any  individusii  case  was  pr6per  to ' 
bring  before  the  consideration  of  Parliament,  there  was 
nothing  to  prevent  him  from  so  doing.   He  believed,  how* 
ever,  that  there  were  many  things  which  he  bad  stated  as 
hardships,  in  which  he  would  not  be  borne  out  in' an.  in- 
quiry.    The  first  insinuation  which  appeared  to  be  levied 
peisonally  at  him,  was  the  mention  of  the  influence  of  the  ^ 
Crown.     Now  he  would  defy  the  noble  Lord  to  adduce  a 
single  instance  where  that  influence  b^d  any  weight  on  his 
conduct  in  this  respect.     He  believed  that  there  were  no 
prosecutions  more  leniently  carried  on  than  prosecutions  by 
informatio.ns ;  and  be  believed  that  no  person  in  his  situa^ 
tion  could  have  boldness,  or  nerve,  or  wickedness  enough^ 
to  deprive  a  defendant  of  every  fair  advantage.  Was  there, 
in  fact,  any^  prosecutor  in  the  kingdom  who  was  so  nar- 
rowly watched  as  an  Attorney*Oeneral  ?    Was  there  ever 
wanting  abilities  or  zeal  to  detect  every  error  he  could  fall 
into  i  9nd  was  not  -he  even  deprived  of  the  ordinary  excuse 
of  human  infirmity  for  any  thing  that  he  should  do  that  was 
wronff  ?    The  noble  Lord  had  thrown  it  out,  that  an  A  ttor* 
nev-Ueneral  might  be  swayed  by  the  fees  of  office  in  filing 
informations.    Now,  as  the  noble  Lord  declared  that  he 
did  not  meah  Ui  apply  this  observation  to  him,  he  was  re** 
lieved  bom  the  necessity  of  lepellinj;  it  pocsonall j^  or  de« 
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daring  that  the  paltry,  dirty  fees  of  ofRce  had  no  iolRilaiiee 
on  his  conduct  in  this  respect.    If  ht  this  actuated  by  the 
sMdid  panien  of  pocketing  a  little  pef  f,  the  amoant  of  the 
fees  wofiM  really  be  too  small  to  indotoe  him  or  any  person 
in  hn  flituation,  from  acting  nnder  that  oMisidemtian.   The 
ibes  of  art  Atlomey-Oeneral  on  filing  an  inibrmalioliy  were 
either  iSs.  id.  or  6s.  8d  he  coold  not  recollect  which.  Now 
he  eonld  not  be  at  a  loss  to  know  what  the  noble  Lonl  wu 
rilnding  to  in  tfaese'obserTatiom.    The  very  terms  which  he 
made  use  of  sinewed  cVariy  what  H  was  he  meant.  It  wns  he« 
•  eaose,  at  the  trial  of  Mr*  Cobbett,  he  had  impulfti  to  hitti 
that  the  profits  of  his  paper  hud  or  might  have  an  wnfltMioe 
on  his  writingfli ;  that  th^fore  the  noble  Lord  had  thought 
it  feir  to  rmpate  to  him  similar  motives.    He,  conid  not  be- 
lieve, however,  thart  any  iioMeman,  on  taking  time  to  tcool« 
fcct  himsetf,  or  that  any  geiltberaM  in  that  House  who  wai 
possessed  of  any  liberal  rasHng,  could  think  thai  the  oases 
were  similar,  or  tbtft  with  any  kind  of  libenlity  or  lUirtMsi 
they  could  be  placed  together.    The  noble  Lord  also  acafeoi 
it  as  a  great  hardship,  that  no  time  run  against  the  bringfaig 
such  prosecutions,  and  that  the  person  remained  always  aap 
swerahle*    He  believed  thai  every  gentleman  who  hctoA 
that  stalrmritt  had  suppose  that  there  were  hard  cases  of 
individuals,  oppressed  in  this  manner:  without  sudt  a mf^ 
position,  his  statement  would  be  abaolately  turinteliigibles 
and  yet  he  could  assure  the  House  that  no  instances  of  Cha( 
kind  existed.    He  believed  no  instance  could  be  stirted  of 
any  case  in  which  he  had  filed  an  information,  in  which  m 
single  term  had  elapsed  from  the  pntilicationof  the  Kbel  im 
the  infbrmatmn.    That  always  followed,  as  closeigr  as  fwa- 
aible,  the  discovery  of  the  oronce.    In  tbe  diflkient  ittststncaa 
the  noble  Lord  had  adduced  of  hardships  to  whidi  defen* 
dants  were  exposed,  it  was  nothing  to  the  question  to  taik 
of  hardships  which  the  law  imposed.;  the  noble  Lord  should 
have  pointed  out  hardships  which  proceeded  from  him  as 
Attorncy*-General.    When  he  stated  that  the  defendant  had 
not  the  power  of  praying  a  tuld$^  he  should  have«eooileetnd 
that  in  every  private  prosectttion  the  dlefendant  might,  a(t 
his  pleasure,  withdraw  the  record*    In  his  ofajeetions  to 
special  juries,  the  nob)e  Lord  spoke  of  them  as  appointed  by 
an  officer  of  the  Crown,  and  said  that  they  badaninteicst. 
to  serving  on  those  juries,  and  therefore  would  piobaUy  not 
conduct  themselves  so  as  to  displease  this^  oScer  of.  thse 
CiowDy  who  appointed  <hcm*    As  to  this  offiear  of  li» 
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Vtoxm^  he  fDust  sf ate-that  he  had  hh  pliice  for  K(b,  and  tras 
in  thh  respect  as  independent  as  the  Judg^es.  He  knew  him 
to  be  a  man  of  hi|^h  honour  and  intej^ty,  and  Qtterlj  kteet* 
)mbte  oTabtning  his  tnist  in  the«nanner  which  appeared  to 
be  insinuated.  The  special  juries  were  not  selected  by  this 
oflicer.    It  was  the  doty  of  the  constables  of  the  different 

Srishes  (o  t^tom  lists  of  freeboid<^rs ;  and  it  was  from  the 
eholdeiV  book  that  the  special  juries  were  chosen.  The 
tnanner,  however,  that  tliey  were  taken  was  this: — ^The 
officer  opened  the  book  wliere  he  pleased,  and  took  tie  first 
Iblty-eight  nihties  that  occurrfed.  Each  party  had  a  Hght 
to  strike  off  twelve,  and  firom  the  remainder  tlie  jury  was 
£>hned.  Hewa^  convinced, .  tnat  nothing  could  be  moi^. 
impartial  than  |hc  way  the  special  juries  were  selected. 
The  noble  Lord  bad  considered  some  of  the  sentences  which 
had  been  pronounced  by  the  learned  Judges  as  severe  in  the 
extreme,  and  had  referred* to  the  authority  of  Judge  Holt : 
but  the  learnM  constitutional  Judge  had  io  his  time  com* 
plained  of  the  licentiousness  of  libellers,  and  Certainly  tfa6 
fmnishments  for  that  offence  were  as  severe  in  the  best  times 
of  the  law  as  they  ate  at  present.  As  to  the  case  of  White 
and  Hurt,  it  was  not  for  one  libel  that  they  had  been  sen** 
tenoed  for  two  years ;  it  was  for  two  libeb  of  a^i^y  gms^ 
nature^  He  h«l  said,  that  it  would  be  mockery  for  persons 
confined  by  severe  sekitences  to  bring  writs  of  error,  which 
might  perhaps  not  be  determined  for  many  years.  He  had 
forgotten^  however,  to  state,  that  those  two  men,  Hait 
and  While,  bad  actually  |[>rought  their  writ  of  error,  and 
that  in  consequence  of  the  nature  of  it,  it  was  attended  to  in 
the  House  of  Lords  before  any  other  business  of  a  similar 
tetiire.  The  noMe  Lord  bad  also  stated  the  hardships  of 
th^  SttbjcJCt  to  be  much  aggravated  by  the  bill  which  hb  bad 
btonght  in,  and  that  this  bitt  had  given  him  (the  Attorney- 
General)  tbepower  of  holding  to  bail  any  man  he  pleased. 
This  statemenft  was  utterly  incorrect.  The  law  gave  him  no 
ittch  power,  but  tinted  that  power  in  the  Judges  of  the  land. 
The  only  case  in  which  this  had  been  acted  upon,  was 
in  the  ca^  of  a  maoi  who,  after  an  information  filed  a^ainA 
him,  thought  proper  to  re-pnbtisli  the  same  work,  r^ow, 
this  case  being  stated  to  Jnstioe  Le  Blanc,  that  learned  judge 
thmight  it  was  a  case  in  which  tire  defendant  should  be  held 
to  bail.  When  it  Ivas'stated,  that  he  had  filed  forty«two  In*- 
fotmations^  it  should  be  also  stated,  that  it  was  for  eighteen 
Iibelft»    Wli€n  it  was  considered,  that  tbere  Were  near  twa 
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lumdrod  nov«papnB  dMrmhiated  emy  ifcck,  it  would  not 
seem  eztraordinarj,  that  eighteen  libels  sboald  have  been 
thought  worthy  of  proGecntion.  Out  of  those  eighteem 
c^fles,  in  eWen  there  were  conTictiont,  or  judgment  went  by 
default.  There  waa  one  acquittal,  and  one  withdrawn  in 
consequence  of  that  acquittal.  In  three  cases  he  had 
dropped  the  prnsrcutions  on  satisfactory  apol(^ies  being- 
jnacie«  As  to  the  libels  in  the  case  of  the  Duke  of  York,  he 
believed  there  was  no  one  who  recollected  ihe  flame  which 
then  prevailed  in  the  public  mind  that  would  blame  him  for 
withdrawing  those  proseculionR.  He  had  withdrawn  one 
information  against  the  Proprietors  of  'I^  '^Aig,  as  he 
^d  not  wish  to  add  to  their  present  term  of  imprisonment* 
As  to  the  Kbel  in  the  Morning  Postj  the  case  was  this  ;  pro- 
ceedings had  been  instituted  at  ihe  complaint  of  the-Trans- 
port  l^rd,  for  a  libel  upon  them.  The  au thorns  name 
was  given  up.  it  was  Captain  Roach,  who  had  &ince  served 
Jiis  country  gallantly  abroad.  He  was  then  out  of  the 
country,  but  on  his  return  he  waited  on  theTransport  Board, 
and  softened  them  so  much  that  they  did  not  wish  to  press 
the  prosecution.  Now  the  caseof  the  author  of  the  libel  oa 
the  Commissionem  of  the  Income  Tax  in  Lancashire  was 
very  difierent.  Mr.  Lovel  had  inserted  the  libel  in  his  papec 
with  comments  still  more  offensive  than  the  original  libel, 
and  on  that  account  he  prosecuted  hiln.  He  also  prosecotect 
the  two  country  papers  in  which  it  was  originally  pub- 
lished ;  but  as  he  found  the  evidence  of  those  two  publishers 
was  necessary  to  convict  the  author,  a  Mr.  Gollyer*  he,  at 
ihe  desire  of  the  Commissioners,  who  were  libelled,  consented 
to  suspend  the  proceedings  against  them,  and  the  prosecu- 
tion of  Collycr  is  now  going  on.  If  the  power  vested  in 
him  had  not  been  abused,  he  felt  conSdent  that  the  House 
would  acquit  him  of  the  imputations  which  the  motion 
conveyed. 

Sir  F.  Burdett  said,  he  thought  it  almost  unnecessary  t<^ 
add  any  thing  to  what  had  been  so  forcibly  urged  by  the 
noble  Lord*  atler  having  heard  the  lame,  defective,  and  im* 
potent  defence  made  by  the  learned  gentleman  who  had  just 
sat  down.  That  learned  gentleman  had  displayed  on  this 
occasion,  that  skill  which  was  peculiarly  the  chai^acteristic 
of  the  profession  to  which  he  belonged,  by  cautiously  ab* 
staining  from  taking  into  his  consideration  any  of  the  most 
important  topics  which  had  been  so  ably  brought  forward. 
For  himself  he  wpuld  say^  that  he  had  been  greatly  disap^ 
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B)inted  at  the  spetah  of  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman. 
e  had  expected  to  have  heard  from  the  learned  gentleman^ 
or  from  some  other  of  the  learned  gentlemen  l^ide  him,' . 
^fao,  having  followed  the  learned  proftssion,  had  since  lefl  it 
for  higher  parsui(s,  some  able  arguments  upon  this  great 
constitutional  question  ;  he  had  hoped  that  those  learned 
members  would  have  thrown  some  light  by  their  learning 
upon  so  momentous  a  subject,  on  'which  so  many  doubts 
were  entertained,  and  so  much  anxiety  prevailed  in  the 
public  mind,  and  in  which  the  freedom  of  the  press,  so  inti- 
mately connected  with  the  liberty  of  the  subject,  was  so  es- 
sentially concerned*  The  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  had 
narrowed  the  question;  for,  either  mistaking  or 'misunder- 
standing the  case  which  had  been  made  out,  he  had  left 
wholly  unanswered  all  the  strongest  parts  of  the  argument 
of  the  noble  Lord.  At  the  outset  or  his  defenqe,  the  hon. 
and  learned  gentleman  assumed,  that  the  legality  of  the 
practice  was  undoubted.  Bnt  the  noble  Lord  had  not  ad- 
mitted that  legality  ;  on  the  contrary,  he  had  produced  a 
statement  of  law,  of  argument,  and  fact!?,  which  was  parti- 
cularly worth  V  of  the  attention  of  the  House,  to  establbh  its^ 
illegalily.  Then  the  learned  gentleman  bad  shewn  some  in-^ 
dignation  at  the  suggestion  of  a  possible  motive  by  the. 
noble  Lord,  which  the  noble  Lord,  nowever,  had. disclaimed 
any  intention  of  imputing  to  him,  arising  from  considera* 
tions  ofjiithy  lucre j  and  a  desire  for  tl^e  foes  upon  filing  ex- 
officio  informations.  The  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  had 
snewn,  that  he  felt  annoyance  at  the  bare  supposition,  that 
he  could  be  influenced  by  any  advantage  to  t)e^derived  from 
fees  of 6s.  8d*  amount.  Everyone  knew  that  the  learned" 
gentleman  could  not  be  influenced  by  such  considerations— 
they  would  all  acquit  the  learned  gentleman  of  any  such  un» 
worthy  motives.  But  the  honourable  and  learned  gentleman 
was  placed  in  a  situation  tn  which  he  naturally  I6oked  to 
mucn  higher  rewards;  in  which,  though  he  must  be  supe* 
rior  to  the  influence  of  a  paltry  fee,  he  must  look  up  to 
other  objects  of  a  mdre  exalted  ambition,  but  not  altogether 
unconnected  with  considerations,  perhaps,  otjilthj/  lucre. 
He  was  aware  that  the  situation  of  the  Attorney-General  was 
difficult  and  bard ;  but  then  he  was  siire  that  the  honourable 
and  learned  gentleman  would  be  anxious  to  relieve  himself, 
and  all  those  who  might  hereafter  be  placed  in  the  same 
situation,  from  the  difiiculties  attending  it,  bycoitsenting  to 
the  rqmoval  of  that  power,  which  was,  as  be  should  con- 


teivi)  net  oaly  contrarj  Ur  law,  but  to  oommoQ^seoae,  thp 
foundation  of  all  law.  But  the  learned  ^^eatleiaaa,  iasteid 
of  iqeetiog  the  case  made  out  by  tbe  ixoble  Lord,  employed 
kimiielf  in  maki»ji^  a  defence  upon  a  point  with  regard  to 
nrhich  no  char^  had  been  made  against  him.  Tlie  honour^ 
able  and  learned  gentleman  diPected  most  of  his  argiimenti 
tp  prove  that  be  had  in  no  instance  filed  an  fX-offioQ  infofw 
mation  but  within  a  reasonable  time.  No  charge  ^iraa 
niado  against  him  upon  that  head.  Tbe  case  of  the  noU^ 
Lord  bad  been  divided  into  two  parts ;  ls^,  as  io  the  leciatity 
of  tbe  power  exercised  by  the  Attoxney-General  in  respeel 
to  eX'Qfficio  informations ;  and  secondly,  as  to  tbe  actuid 
abuse  of  that  power  in  the  exercise  of  it.  The  noble  Lord 
bad  accused  the  learned  gentleman  of  having  exercised  thia 
power  with  partiality ;  a  charge  which  the  learnecl  gentle 
man  bad  not  removed  by  the  speech  ha  had  made  in  bis 
defence.  The  honourable  and  learned  gentleman  had 
not  dispi;oved  the  charge,  that  whilst  he  shewed  lenity  to 
to  those  who  wrote  in  support  of  the  pt^rsons  with  whom  he 
acted,  he  visited  with  rigour  and  severity  all  those  who 
ventured  to  write  against  them.  As  to  the  other  parts  of  the 
argument  of  the  noble  Lord,  respecting,  the  nature  and 
uncertainty  of  the  law  of  Libelj  the  honourable  and  learned 
gentleman  had  said  nothings  The  law  of  Libel,  it  was 
scarcely  ntoessary  to  observe,  was  new  to  our  law — ^the 
term  libel  was  of  modern  use  in  this  country-  It  was  un* 
known  to  our  ancestors,  and  introduced  only  in  bad  timesy 
to  promote  unconstitutional  purposes.  It  was,  4herefore^ 
uncertain  and  undefined  ;  unlike  tbe  designation  of  oUences 
at  common  law.  Whilst  the  Attomey*Geaeral  possessed 
tbe  power  now  claimed  and  exercised^  be  would  defy  any 
man,  he  would  defy  all  the  lawye|:s  in  the  nation,  to  tell  wbaA 
was  a  libel.  Whilst  the  law  continued  as  at  present,  no 
man  could  tell  when  he  was  wri^ng  a  libeU  What  any 
man  in  writing  might  suppose  to  be  most  innocent,  might 
be  thought  otherwise  of  by  the  Attorney -General,  and  be 
construe:!  into  a  libel.  Upon  (tie  question  itself  he  felt  his 
difficulties;  but  upon  the  groundsof reasop, ofargument^ 
and  fact,  laid  for  his  motion  by  the  noble  Lord,  he  was 
ready  to  support  his  motion,  especially  as  he  considered  it 
but  the  commencement  of  a  series  of  measures,  whicb 
would  put  tbe  question  at  rest  for  ever.  This  was  the  more 
desirable,  because  they  found,,  that  opt  only  different  judgea 
were  of  different  opinions^  but  the  same  judges  eotertaioi^ 
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ffltf^rent  ipiriWhs  at  different  times  upon  tlie  sutyect.  Tior^ 
^6^e  thoii^ht  the  truth  ot  i  publication  ^justification  ;' 
fripm  whibh  opinibH  Lord  Chiei^  Justice  Pophani^  no  nieab 
^litlibrity^  to6,  ditffer^i.  Iri  tKe  case  of  Holies,  &c.  aliuded 
fo  bj^  the  nobid  Lbrd,  one  of  tlie  Judges  held  that  any 
^blicatidn  wa^^  ^\Iibel  which  was'  hot  licensed  by  thdf 
GpV^merit :'  aVid^  the  Attofnej-fteneral  of*  that  day  cvea 
held' that  the  ntio^t  inhocerit  publication  wad  libel  if  it  had 
not  the  pevious  coritent  dfthepovernraent  That  gripat  and 
£bilitituli6d!i(l  Judge,  Lord  Dolt^  in  thetwb.casiss  olTuchin 
^d  of  Fullcr,,(c£tees  which  perhaps  might  havie  escaped  the 
iteifiory  of  thd  npb1^'p)rdj'seemed.  to  be  of  opinion  that 
frtitli  was  a  justification ;  for  he  called  oni  them  to  produce 
their  ^itnesi^,  and  adcfed,'  that  if  they  wrote  without  being 
Ablet6  prodtice  witnesses  fo  the  trutb^  it  would  be' at  their 
ovfn  periL  The  honourable  Baironet  then 'went  intp  an  exami* 
riktiori  of  Showers*  Precedents,  to  shew  that  the  power  of 
filing  in(fltrinatiohs  ex  ojftcio  was  ille^l,  and  contended  that 
the'  argumerit  of  Lord  Erslsine  was  irresistible  upon  the 
eonistitQtidndl  jfiterventio^  of  a  jviry,  before  an  indictment 
could  be  preferred.  He  agreed  with  the  noble  Lord,  that 
it  ti^ould  lit  a'  mp^  grievous  species  of  tjrranny  if  ac^ 
Atlbrqey-Grt^ntfral '  could  haVe  the  power  of  incarceratingf 
fden  by  this  ptocess.  The  ^rst  time  that'  prosecutions 
Ibr  lib^i,  ie'  libeUhfamoHs^yiictehcsird  of,  was  in  the  pro»_ 
ccetfiftgs  df  the  Court  of  Star-Chambrrl  That  was  the 
great  sbtitc^e  of  all  tli^e'  prosecutions.  On  the  suppression 
of  that  Cpnrt,^  they'  had  been  transferred  to  the  Court  of 
KingV  Bencn,  on  the  siroposition  thai  libels  tended  to^ 
A'.bretich  of'tbe  pe&^e.  Except  ob  that  supposition,  the 
Coort  of  King's  Bench  could  have  no  jurisdiction,  because, 
m  the  mild  spirit  of  British  law,  nothing  was  considered  a^ 
ttimt  that  viti^  not  accompatned  by  violence  rt  et  artnis.  A 
libdl  wa6  prosecuted  as'  fL'  niisdeameahour,  (hat  was,  a  mis« 
behaviour;  but  when  it'  came  to  be  punisded,  the  mlsbe* 
havi6ur'was  lost  sight  of,  and  it  was  punislied  as  a  crime.  It 
was  a' violation  of  the  Great  Charter  to  send  any  man  to 
trial,  except  judicio  parhim^  or  after  the  finding  of  a  grand 
Juryp  Afteir  detailing  the  various  ways  in  which,  as  the  law 
nowstpod,  a  person  under  this  prosecution  for  a  libel  might 
be  affected,  the  honourable  Baronet  stated  that  there  waf 
no  end  to  the^harassing  oppression's  and  vexations  to  which 
the  subfect  wa^  exposed  by  means  of  ex-offibio  iuformations. 
Vol,  IL^ISIL  S  Q 
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He  did  not  mean  to  sapr  that  the  Attornej-General  actually 
ilid  inflict  these  vexations ;  it  was  enough  for  his  argument 
that  he  nii?ht  do  so ;  and  where  such  a  power  existed  ii^ 
any  individual,  there  oould  be  no  rrc«dom«  .  In  a  country 
^h^re  the  construction  of  a  penal  law  was  left  to  the  dis« 
crotion  of  nny  individuals  there  could  be  no  liberty.  ^  The 
bonourable*  oaronet  then  took  a  review  of  the  manner  in. 
which  special  juries  were  struck,  and  a/ler  statin^:  that  in 
the  action  which  he  had  instituted  against  the  Speaker 
(which  so  far  as  that  ri^ht  honourable  gentleman  was  cont* 
kerned  personally,  both  from  considerations  of  respect  for 
his  private  virtues,  and  admiration  of  his  abilities  ana  public 
services,  be  bad  done  with  reluctance)  he  had  gone  to  altem| 
to  the  striking  of  the  jury,  induced  as  well  Hy  what  he  bad 
read  as  by  what  he  had  heard  upon  the  subject ;  he  added^ 
that  the  result  was,  that  he  found  that  special  juries  were 
struck  at  the  discretion  of  the  JAaster  of  the  Crown  Office. 
His  attorney  wished  the  names  of  forty-eight  jurere  to  ba 
token  in  succession.  The  Master  of  the  Crown  Office  said^ 
that  the  Act  directed  otherwise;  the  Act  was  examinedl 
and  no  such  provision  was  found  :  it  was  then  a  rule  of 
Court;  no  such  rule  was  to  be  found;  then  it  was  the 
practise  of  his  office;  the  consequence  was,  that  the jurj 
was  struck  at  the  discussion  of  that  officer.  Special  jury-* 
men  made  their  attendance  a  source  of  revenue :  they  wem 
connected  with  the  Government  as  Magistrates,  Collectozia  « 
of  the  revenue,  or  Contractors,  He  knew,  too,  that  there 
was  a  private  list  consisting  of  400  freeholders^  and  that 
they  were  apprehensive  of  being  struck  off  the  list  if4hey 
should  not  give  satisraction.  Indeed,  he  had  received  a 
letter  from  one,  complaining  of  that,  and  requesting  to  be 
fe-instated,  ot\  a  recent  appointment  of  Sheriffs.  The  verdict 
of  juries  so  constituterl  could  not  then  be  as  unimpeachable 
as  the  deciiiion  of  juries  fairly  chosen*  Special  juries  were 
first  noticed  in  the  Act  of  George  h  and  subsequently  in  an 
Act  of  George  the  Ifnd.  After  the  able  speech  of  the 
noble  Lord,  ne  was  reluctant  to  trespass  upon  the  House; 
but  he  could  not  avoid  calling  their  attention  to  one  point, 
that  the  term  libel  had  been  borrowed  from  the  slavisb 
imperial  law  into  the  State-Chamber  and  not  only  from 
that  slavish  law  simply,  but  wrested  as  it  had  been  under  the 
Emperors  for  purposes  of  the  most  abominable  tyranny  thai 
ever  disgraced  a  qatioQ.    Tbe  Romans  bad  np  law  oa  th^ 


'  sabjf  rt ;  but  it  was  under  the  h^d  of  offences  IcBSiB  majestalis 
tBat  this  oflS^nce  of  libel  was  first  introduced 

Tacitus  has  the  following  passage  on  the  subject  z-« 

*'  Facta  arguebftntur,  dtcta  impune  eraat  Primus  Augostus  cogiii«'. 
**  tioncin  de  famoiia  Kbtfllb,  specie  legts  ejus,  tractavit ;  commotus; 
**  Cassii  seven  libidine^  qusL  viios  feminasque  illuitres  procacibus  scrip* 
••  lis  diffam^iverat," 

Augustus  was  the  first  who  brought  writings  under  the' 
lash  of  the  law..    It  was  ailerwaras  carried  farther^  and 
6ven  words,  looks,  or  tears  were  punished.'     A.  Roman 
knight  hiad  been  punished  for  calling  Cassius  the  last  of 
the  Romans ;  another  was.  punished  for  having  the  statue 
of  Cassius  amongst  those  of  his  ancestors.    No  freedom 
could  exist  where  €uch  arbitrary  proceedings  were  tolerated. 
He  should  not  be  against  the  punishment  of  scurrilous^ and 
defematorj  publications,  where  malice  could  be  proved,  any 
more  than  against  the  punishment  of  ofiences  committed 
with  the  dagger.     It  was  in  consequence  of  the  grievances 
arl^ng  from  ihe  proceedings  in  the  Star-Chamber,  that  one 
of  the  Stuarts,  a  martyr  to  obstinacy,  had  been  brought  to  the 
block.     It  had  been  said,  that  when  they  considered  the 
cropped  ears,  slit  noses,  and  other  arbitrary  proceedings  of^ 
that  day,  Englishmen  should  hy  it  to  heart  what  a  slavish  . 
condition  they  should  be  reduced  to,  if  such  a  state  of 
things  were  to  continue.     But  he  would  desire  gentlemen 
to  lay  it  to  heart  what  may  be  the  consequence  of  the  present 
practice,  if  the  Attorney-General  were  to  exeKiise  his  present 
power.   Upon  all  these  grounds  he  should  give  hit  decided 
support  to  the  motion. 

Mr»  Sttphen  maintained  the  legality  of  the  practice  of 
filing  eX'officio  informations.  The  honourable  Baronet  was 
consistent  in  not  giving  his  sanction  to  prosecutions  for  libels. 
In  a  speech  of  his  to  the  sage  judges  of  law  assembled,  not  in 
Westmintter-Hall,  but  in  the  purlieus  of  Westminster* 
•  «Hal1,  sub  diu  in  Palace- Yard,  he,  as  appeared  from  a  news** 
paper  report  of  his  speech,  pledged  himself  to  bis 
auaitory,  that  when  the  subject  should  be  under  dis* 
cussion,  he  should  prove  ^^  that  the  practice  was  contrary 
to  the  principles  of  the  Constitution.'*  But  he  would  join 
bis  learned  friend  in  challenging  the  honourable  Baronet  to 
point  out  any  time  in  which  libels  were  lest  severely 
punished  than  at  present.  The  learned  gentleman  here 
enumerated  severd  cases  of  the  punishment  of  fine,  pillory^ 
imprisoomentj^  ud  flogging,  hftving  been  ipflicted  for  iibd| 
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io  the  rei^s  jof  Williap  ^nd  Mary,  of  AxiQ^t  of<?jeo.  J«  and 
of  Geo.   iL  disclaiming  ^t  the  san^e  tim^  any  .^esirp  t^ 
express  approbation,  of  sucli  severity,  Uiougb  heooqli^  fol 
avoid  stating  tlie  cases,  iii  order  to  shew  that  in  good  times 
moire  severity  was  used  thaa  at  present*     He  wos  not  sur* 
prised  at  the  part  the  bononrable  Baronei  took  npon  this 
subject,  because  he  had  forborne  to  prosecute  a  most  grop. 
libel  against  himself  which  appeared  in  another  part  of  the  , 
same  paper  ifx  which  be  riead  the  passage  4if  the  boabam))}^ 
Baronef  s  speech.    Thfit  paper  had  represented  the  hpnojuir- 
ajble  Bar9pet  to  have  said  ^'  tbat  atuhegriikvancef  ofthe 
people  w^re  engendered  in  th^  corruptions  of  that  J^Jonse  of 
Commons,  falsely  stating  itself  to  be  the  legal  representatives 
of  the  pepple.^'    This  was  a  niQst  gross  l^)el  on  the  booQUi^ 
able  Baronet :    but  be  was  treated  much  worse  in  a  subse- 
quent  part  of  the  paper,  where  he  is  made  to  say,  ^^  that  oo 
government  can  stand  without  the  confidence  of  tbe  people;'^ 
and  also,  ,^^  that  the  oeople  can  never  regain  their  jri^t  to 
petition  the  House  during  the  remainder  of  this  Jong  and 
mis^ided  reign-^'     All  those  passages,  he  contended,  were 
ross  libels  on  the  honourable  Baronet,  particularly  tbe  last 
he  [whole  of  the  argument  of  the  noble  Lord  rpsofved  itself 
into  thb,  that  there  had  been  a  greater  number  of  prosecutions 
for  libels  of  late  than  formerly.  This  had  been  sati^ctorily 
answered  by  the  observations  of  his  hon.  and  learnod  frjend, 
irom  the  greater  number  of  periodical  papery  that  ^re  now 
published,  which  was  likiely  to  be  followed  bj  an  incrpas^ 
of  libels.     There  was  a  spirit  in  many  politic^  writingy 
at  present,  which  was  peculiarly  dangeroi^>  and  r^uired  Uf 
be  carefully  watched,  and  put  down  if  possible.    It  wasnot 
confined  to  the  Mtackof  this  or  that  Adniintsti^op,  bat 
was  hostile  to  the  very  Constitution  itselif.     Attempts  yfoxp 
made  to  calumniate  the  very  system  of  the  Qovemment 
itself,  and  ptrticularly  in  regard  to  the  army,  on  ifhicb  ihf 
safety  of  the  country  so  greatly  depended.     It  ifaa  an 
ominous  circumstance  with  regard  to  tbe  present  p^iiod^ 
that  the  pn^ss  had  teen^ed  with  mpre  Ub^is  on  that  jctj 
point  than  on  any  other.*    To  give  thjs  House  spip^  idea  or 
the  astonishing  multitude  of  periodical  publications,  h^ 
would  mention,  that  in  last  January  alone^  there  wer^O^ 
fewer  than  2,037,000  stamps  fojr  newspapers  i^^ed  fro9^ 
the  Stamp-Oflice.    Under  such  circums^nces,  tafcen  aUor 
J;ethc|^>  the  mildness  and  moderation  lyitk  vhi«l|  the  ponei^ 
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of  ttie.AttorQey-QeiiQral  hsul  b^a  e;(^r^^»  resell/  appeare^t . 
as  maoife^t  a§  tbeir  legality* 

Mr.  PHct  M(^t  observed,  tba^t  fill  tJbat  iiras  soifcrbt  f^r 

oji  the  prc^^t  ocqi^oq,  was  the  means  ^f  iDY.cstigatiw* 

The  public  ipind  was^reaiiy  intere^teil  in  the  prt^ciU  ques-* 

tion  ;  and  very  properly,  for  the  liberty  of  the  prc$9  wosJtho 

.  hs^  birth-right  of  an  Eoglishman,  aj]ici  iv.hat,  perhaps,  \m 

bad  most  to  depend  upon  for  the  maintenance  of  ^all  bif 

other  righji$«      To  bis  certain  knpM'l^^e,  in  coasequence  of 

t)ie  .punierpu^  prosecutions  lately  in^tiiutod,  an  abria  b^d 

gone  ,abroad  that  struc]^  such  a  terror  into  boak^eUei;)^  iA 

Tfiugh)    that  when  a  person  very  lately  offered  ^  pamphjcl 

U>  the  London  booksellers,  displaying  tbe  most  iicfu^rioiip 

practicesuin  certain  gacrfs  in  Irelai^d  tha^  ever  disgraced  n' 

civili^  country,  o&ring  also  to  prove  ibeqi  by  atfidavits^ 

]^e  could  not  get  a  publisher.    This  f^ct  struck  him  with 

alarn^ ;  for  if  the  abuses  of  power  were  not  to  be  exposed^ 

then  there  was  every  danger  of  their  being  practjised  witb 

impunity.  .    , 

Sir  6'.'  Romilb/  declared)  that  he  would  not  enter  upoii 

|he  general  questions  which  had  been  that  night  the  subject 

^f  di^ussion,  but  would  shortly  state  hb  reasons  for  the 

yote  whipl^  ^^  should  give,  in  favour  of  the  niotion*     Tbf 

obj^t  of  it  was  merely  for  an  account  of  the  number  of 

€X-qfficio.  informations  that  li^  been  filed  witbin  a  certaia 

iminber  of  years  back.  Now,  really,  when  it  was  consideredf 

tliat  the$e  were  professedly  prosecutions  instituted  by  thf 

Sovernnie^ty  for  the  pubUc  service,  and  at  the  public  exr 

l^ence,  on^  ij^ould  think  that  there  mus(  be  very  strong 

le^sonsj  indeed    fof    not   acceding   io    their    production. 

£very>  thing  that  had  been  said  by  his  honourable  anil 

learnt  frieud,  the  Attorney-General,  afforded  tbe  strongesi> 

Easions  for  granting  the  infornciation  that  wais  now  $oiighl 
r.  Public  prosecutions  ought  never  to  be  matters  of 
fecrecy,  and  particularly  prosecutions  relating  to  the  liberty 
of  the  pre^,  wbich  wa$  the  gr^t  safeguard  of  all  our 
privileges,  civil,  religious,  or  political.  (Hear !)  The 
strongest  grounds^  then,  ought  to  be  laid  for  rejecting  the 
motion.  But  it  was  said,  that  a  charge  bad  been  m-'ide,  and 
if  the  Hqu^  granted  the  papers^they  would  seem  tosanctiqa 
the  charge.  Now  it  appieared  to  him,  that  ther^e  bad  beeipi 
rathpr  two  statements  of  facts,  and  that  that  had  been  assorted 
on  one  side  of  the  House  which  h<^d  been  denied  on  tbi^ 
other.     Woi^ld  the  Hou^e,   therefore,   refuse   the  |ng^ 


antbefitic  infortnation  that  could  be  obtained,  as  to  the' 
Acts,  on  "whlbh  alone  thej  couki  form  their o«rn  opinion ?* 
His  learned  friend  who  spoke  last  but  onee,  bad  said,  that 
the  libels  which  had  bt^en  prosecuted  by  the  Attorney- 
General  had  no  connection  with  the  present  Administration, 
or  with  one  Administration  more  <han  another^  and  therefore 
that  the  advisers  of  such  prosecutions  were  not  actuated  by 

n  motives.  This  might  be  all  very  true ;  but  how  was' 
ouse  to  know  if,  if  authentic  information  was  denied  ? 
Which  of  them  knew  how  long  those  prosecutions  had  been 
suspended  over, the  bead  of  the  defendants?  From  the 
speech  of  his  learned  friend  the  Attorney -General,  the  House 
would  naturally  be  led  to  conclude,  that  he  had  acted  a  very' 
meritorious  part ;  why,  then,  did  be  object  to  *ive  that 
decisive  evidence  of  the  propriety  of  his  conduct,  which 
would  satisfy  the  House  and  the  country  ?  There  was^ 
often  heard  in  the  speeches  of  Ministers  a  disposition  to  talk 
loudly  of  their  responsibility,  and  in  so  domg  they  were 
cheenra  by  their  frier^ds  for  their  great  magnanimity  ;  while 
perhaps  the  very  next  day  they  refused  all  information;  and 
consequently  prevented  inquiry,  without  which  there  could 
be  no  responsibility.  Besides  if  unfounded  suspicions  had 
gone  abroad,  was  it  not  to  do  the  most  important  benefit  to 
the  Government,  to  afford  the  required  information ;  and  if 
refused,  was  it  not  likely  to  confirm  the  suspicions  that 
were  entertained?  He  was  further  desirous  of  inquiry 
because  it  would  include  that  period  when  be  had  the  honour 
to  be  Solicitor-General,  and  when  he  believed  no  prosecu- 
tion  was  undertaken  without  his  opinion  and  assent.*  It 
was  said,  the  press  was  more  licentious  than  formerly;  but 
it  was  the  common  language  of  all  Ministers  to  represent  the 
press  as  peculiarly  licentious  in  their  time.  If  of  latp  it  had 
been  more  licentious  than  before,  that  was  only  a  proof  of 
its  wonderful  buoyancy,  for  it  had  grown  under  greater 
restraints  in  respect  to  publishers  and  printers  than  had 
ever  been  formerly  known.  To  his  own  knowledge  the 
existing  law  requiring  the  name  of  the  author,  or  at  least  of 
both  printer  and  publisher,  had  prevented  booksellers  from 
publishing  books  the  most  innocent,  becansethe  author  did 
not  choose  that  bis  name  should  be  known.  It  had  even 
been  avowed  by  lawyers  as  much  more  important  to  punish 
the  printer  or  publisher  than  the  author,  and  as  more 
effectually  checking  improper  publications.  The  lienalties 
|0  which  printers  and  publishers  were  liable  ought  to  be 


Btrictly  watched,  for  if  the  regulations  respecting  them  vftut 
strictly  enforced,  the  penalties  would  aiSect  even  the  com« 
potitont  and  pressmen ;  and  the  business  would  be  so  fettered 
and  degraded  j  that  oa  person  of  respectability  would  enoge 
in  it' 

Mr.  Elliot  and  IMt.  Loclhart  opposed  the  motion. 

Lord  Folkestone  replied  geoerall  j  to  the  several  argomentr 
advanced  against  his  motion. 

3fr.  C.  jidams  thought  if  the  Attorney-General  wished  ta . 
shew  that  his  conduct  had  been  such  as  he  stated  it  to  be^ 
the  greater  publicity  was  given  to  it,  tha  better  it  wouM 
prove  his  case. 

The  question  being  loudly  called  for,  a  division  todi; 
place— 

For  the  motion        •        <^        -        *        36    , 
Against  it     -        -        -        -   «    •        119 

Majority,        «         83 
Adjourned, 

HOUSE    OF  LORDS. 

\  • 

.    VaiDATy    MARCH  S9. 

;  On  the  motion  of  the  Earl  of  Lauderdale,  some  papers 
relative  to  the  Correspondence  betweeA  Government  and 
the  Distillers  were  ordered  to  be  laid  before  the  House, 

/   COXMISRCIAL   CRIDIT, 

The  Commercial  Credit  Bill  passed  through  a  0>mmit« 
tee»  and  was  reported  without  amendment. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  gave  notice,  that  he  should 
move  a  clause  on  Monday,  to  prevent  the  Bank  from  pur- 
chasing the  Exchequer  Dills  issued  under  this  Act.  His 
lordship  also  stated,  that  be  should  then  prove  that  he  was 
correct  in  stating  that  the  Bank  of  Ireland  had  diminished 
its  issues  after  the  Report  in  18049  and  which  had  been  po« 
sitively  denied  by  a  noble  Earl  (Ross)  on  tbe  former 
evening.  ^ 

The  Earl  of  i?oss  said,  he  had  not  denied  that  the  Bank 
of  Ireland  had  diminished  its  issues  at  the  period  alluded 
to ;  but  what  he  maintained,  and  was  still  prepared  to  con« 
tend,  waSf  that  the  exchange  became  more  favourable  to 
Ireland  pervious  to  any  diminution  of  its  issues  by  the  Bank. 
His  lordship  then -proceeded  to  notice  a  statement  in  tba 


ibrport  of  the  Bollioo  Conimitlecf,  which,  h^  rtitftntained, 
way  fontided  iri  error;  natnelj,  that  the  Bank  of  EngUtDd 
bind  increased  it?  issrnes  between  J  one  1804  atid  1806-^ 
whereas  it  wafi  proved  hy  dociimentft,  that»  during  that  pc^ 
riod,  tlie  issues  were  diminished. 

Ihe  i  dfl  6/  Lavdffdalt  compared  th^  present  state  of 
the  p»per  currency  with« former  depreciations,  contending, 
that  the  same  cnuse,  namely,  an  excessive  issue  of  paper^ 
^oald  infallthly  produce  siitlilar  effects  to  those  pfod need 
b^  that  means  in  the  reign  of  WilliaiA  111. — to  the  depre* 
cnation  of  assignats  in  Fratice — and  to  what  had  been  nHt* 
nessed  in  every  one  of  our  colonies.  In  consequence  of  ati 
excessive  issue  of  paper,  the  cdindisappcfetred,  add  the 
paper  became  depreciated-— ail  evil  which  was  only  dured 
by  iinfitinu:  the  quantity  df  paper. 

Li>Td  Aollarfd  observed,  that  the  t^rj  same  affguments 
Ibat  were  now  used,  by  those  who  contended  that  the  p»» 
per  currency  vtm  not  depreciated,  were  used  in  France,  to 
prove  that  asstgnats  were  not  depreciated. 

Lord  ItedesdaU  contended,  that  bank  notes  were  in  • 
different  situation  from  asstgnats,  beinff-  issued  on  securi- 
ties which  must  Ibe  paid  in  .a  certain  ana  short  period,  and 
in  paymrnt  of  which  the  batat  notA  W^r^  returned. 
.  The  Ear/  of  Lauderdale  observed,  that  the  atoigitats 
were  issued  on  the  best  security  in  France,  namely,  the 
land,  and,  .whilst  they  did  not  exceed  the  amount  of  that 
security^  remained  at  par  with  bullion  ;  but  as  soon  ai  it 
was  known  that  more  were  issued  than  could  be  taken  in 
pajuneiit  for'  the  land,  then  they  began  to  fall  in  value, 
until  at  length  tliey  snnir  to  nothrpg.  So  by  the  Directors 
of  the  Bnnic  of  England  in^preasingthe  issue  of  bank  notes, 
for  which  cash  was  not  to  be  bad^  the  Banl  poner  bad  be* 
come  depreciated,  whilst  the  Bank  Proprietors  tiadgftioed 
the  enormous  profit  of  ^1 ,00d,000/.  since  1 797  • 

Lord  Rcdesdctk  admitted  the  cause  of  the  depreciatioa 
ofassignats,  but  contended  thut  the  aslignats  i^ere  issued 
by- Government  for  proVisirtis,  for  the  armies,  and  other 
articles,  without  any  prospect  of  their  being  returned,  whilst 
the  notes  of  the  Bank*  ot  England  were  isstied'  on  securi« 
ties,  in  payment  of  which  they  must  be  returned  within  a 
abort  period.  The  Baiikf  notes  were  merely  sioifiar  to  as^ 
algnais  •  befoie  their  depiecitition-.^— Adjoultied.  ' 
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FBXDAY*  MARCH  99. 

'  Mr.  Byng  presented  a  petition  from  Upper  Holloway^ 
and  Mr.  Meilish  one  froip  Kentish  Town,  in  favour  of  the 
Highgate  Archway, — ^Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table* 

A  person  from  the  Bank  presented  an  account  of  the 
Bank  Notes  in  circulation  at  aifferent  periods  since  the  year 
1718. 

BII«L  FOR  THE  BETTER  PRETENTION  OF  ROBBERY  IN 

DWELLING-HOUSES. 

'  Sir  Samuel  Romillj/  moved  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill 
for  the  better  prevention  of  R||bbery  in  Dvrelling-houses. 

Colonel  Frankland  said,  that  last  session  three  Bills  had 
been  brought  in  to  aker  the  penal  laws  of  the  country,  all 
of  which  Bills  were  lost ;  one  in  that  Housi^,  and  the  other 
two  elsewhere.  Added  to  these,  now  two  more  were  brought 
in,  shewing  a  manifest  disposition  in  the  framer  of  them  to 
change  the  whole  system  with  respect  to  compound  larceny. 
His  learned  friend  had  certainly  given  the  public  bis  senti* 
mems  mo^  explicitly  on  the  subject,  and  be  believed  his 

girseverance  arose,  not  from  pertinacity,  but  conviction.— ' 
e  sincerely  believed,  that  he  thought/his  proposed  altera* 
tion  would  tend*  to  promote  the  happiness  of  his  country.— ^ 
If,  however,  his  learned  friend,  in  pursuance  of  a  high 
authority  which  he  had  quoted,  wished  to  leave  some  me* 
mlorial  behind  him  of  his  assiduity  in  his  profession,  he 
ou^ht  rather  to  have  selected  for  his  labours  that  branch  of 
it  in  which  he  was  particularly  conversant.  There  was  not 
a  Magistrate  in  the  country  but  had  more  practical  know- 
ledge of  that  system  which  he  proposed  to  alter  than  his 
learned  friend  himself,  though,  perhaps,  not  by  any  means 
80  skilled  in  the  practice  of  the  Courts.  Great  care  should 
be  taken  in  meddling  with  those  laws  which  had  been  long 
^tablished,  and  which  interwove  themselves  with  the  man- 
ners of  the  country,  and  in  some  degree  formed  the  na« 
fional  character  of  the  people.  There  was  not  a  nation  in 
the  world  in  which  the  pilfering  propensity  was  less  fre* 
^ent  than  in  this ;  and  tliis  was  a  circumstance  the  more 
to  be  remarked,  because  of  the  vast  personal  property  we 
possessed.  Commerce  had  by  its  consequences  tended  to 
Vol.  IL— 1811.  3R 
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Erodiice  an  amazing  display  of  wealth ;  and  every  shop  ex« 
ibited  a  rivalry  which  should  most  excite  tlie'craving  ap- 
pctitei  of  the  passenprer.     What  had  happened  of  late  to 
call  for  these  Bills  ?     What  Magistrate,  superior  or  subor- 
dinate, had  made  representations  on  the  subject  ?   Not  one. 
On  the  contrary,  he  knew  that  many  Magistrates,  high  in 
ofike,  and  of  sound  judgment  and  long  experience,  had 
otiiuioQs  against  the  change  proposed.     He  believed  this 
chani^e  was  now  attempted  simply  because  the  present  sys« 
tern  did  not  accommodate  itselt  to  the  received  opinions  of 
a  certain  class  of  persons  in  the  kingdom.   There  was  a  vast 
diflTorence  between  the  original  enactment  of  laws,  and  the 
repeal  of  theiiK    Some  ofthese  laws  now  propo«Hl  to  be 
qhanged  had  been  eitablished  for  above  half  a  century*— 
Men's  minds  ^wcre  made  up  on  them,  and  familiarised  to 
them  ;  so  that  any  alteration^ow  would  onlj^  go  to  unsH- 
tie  the  opinions  or  the  people,  and  produce  mischief  rather 
than  betiefit.     As  a  proof  of  this,  tne  very  knowledge  that 
the  repeal  was  discussing  in  that  House  made  many  sup* 
pose  that  the  repeal  had  actually  taken  place,  and  that  the 
opiniou  *of  the  rarliament  gentlemen  (as  they  expressed 
it)  with  respect  to  the  law,  was  widely  different  from  what 
they  jind  been  taught  to  suppose.    This  unsettling  of  the 
popular  opinion  could  have  no  possible  good  effect.     The 
fionourable  gentleman  contended,  that  the  principles  of 
the  present  Bill  went  to  overturn  the  system  of  Criminal 
Law  which  had  so  long  prevailed  in  this  country,  and  which 
had  hitherto  producea  so  many  practical  gooo  effects.     If 
the  new  system  proposed  by  his  honourable  and  learned 
friend  were  allowed  to  take  place,  he  was  convinced  it 
>^ould  be  attended  by  the  most  pernicious  and  fatal  conse^ 
quences.    The  doctrine  meant  to  be  inculcated  was,  that 
prosecution^  were  not  sufficiently-  numerous,  because  peo* 
pie  were  backward  in  bringing  them  forward,  the  punish- 
ments being  so  severe,,  as,  in  most  cases,  that  of  death.-*^ 
But  he  believed  this  was  more  in  idea  than  reality.     It  had 
been  advanced,  that  Juries  acquitted— rthat  Judges  miti* 
gated— and  Kinzs  pardoned ;  and  all  this  because  the  pa« 
nishment  of  deatn  was  so  prevalent  for  almost  all  felonies  ; 
but  he  thought  the  latter  part  of  this  doctrine  destroyed  the 
former;  for  if  Juries  did  not  convict,  how  could  Judges 
mitigate,  or  Kings  pardon  ?     He  was  assured  in  his  own 
mind,  that  the  Magistrates  of  the  different  counties  mnst 
faaibe  as  good  a  knowledge  on  this  subject^  as  his  honour* 


I 


MAttdH  S9.]       R6BBEIIT  IN  BWELLIKO  HOUSES.  401 

able  and  learned  ffiend  could  possibly  have,  ^hose  mind 
must,  of  course,  be  diverted  to  many  other  most  important 
'  studies;  and  yet  it  was  evident  not  any  one  Magistrate  in 
any  part  of  the  kingdom  had  offered  a  thought  on  the  sub- 
ject, tending  to  wish  to  alter  the  criminal  law,  -br  divert  it 
from  the  course  in  which  it  had  been,  so  happily  for  the 
interests  and  welfare  of  the  country,  administered  for  sp 
niany  centuries*  He  verily  believed  that  the  Bill  which 
passed  lost  year,  and  that  was  brought  in  bv  his  honourable 
and  learned  friend,  had  already  done  much  mischief — that 
larcenies  had  been  immensely  increased  by  it.  Those  per* 
sons  who  were  ill  disposed  now  met^  and  said  to  each 
other,—"  I  always  understood  that  plundering  and  strip- 
ping a  house  in  the  day-time  was  a  hanging  matter;  but 
DOW  I  find  the  Parliament  gentlemen  think  otherwise,  and 
we  may  now  cct  off  with  only  a  trip  to  Botany-Bay  ;**  they 
then  described  the  nature  of  the  country,  the  fertility  of 
the  soil,  the  salubrity  of  the  climate,  and  the  chance  they 
might  haVe  of  making  their  fortunes  in  the  new  world ;  and 
the  conseqdence  was,  that  larcenies  had  greatly  increased, 
and  that  prosecutions  had  multiplied  to  an  extent  sufficient 
to  gratify  the  taste  either  of  his  honourable  and  learned 
friend,  or  any  other  person  whose  appetite  for  them  was 
not  most  enormous  indeed.  He  read  several  questions 
which  had  been  put  on  this  subject  to  the  Recorder  of  the 
City  of  London,  and  Che  answers  of  that  learned  gentle* 
man;  all  of  which  tended  to  prove  the  truth  of  the  argu- 
ment he  had  advanced  against  this  Bill.  Other  countries 
might  enact  laws  of  a  more  lenient  nature  than  that  of 
death,  but  it  was  in  consequence  of  their  being  in  a  situa^ 
tion  to  be  able  to  carry  thedi  into  effect.  In  this  country, 
where  the  wealth  was  extremely  great,  and  the  display  of 
it  much  more  so,  temptations  were  held  out  to  the  indigent, 
the  lazy,  and  the  wicked,  to  possess  themselves  of  that  pro- 
perty belonging  to  others  which  fortune  had  denied  tt> 
them  ;  and  unless  the  punishment  tor  unlawfully  taking  it 
was  severe,  no  man  of  property  could  be.safe.  it  behoved 
the  House  to  recollect,  that  with  many  hundreds  of  persons 
in  this  country,  personal  property  was  theii-  only  means ; 
and  this  our  ancestors  had  wisely  guarded  by  laws,  which 
from  their  severity  should  deter  men  from  the  attempt  of 
taking  it  from  the  lawful  owner.  His  honourable  and  learned 
friend  wight  have  argued  his  own  mind  into  a  belief,  that 
the  law  in  this  respect,  as  it  now  stood,  was  too  severe ;  but 
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he  (Mr.  Frankland)  was,  on  the  fullest  and'  most  matare 
consideratioDi  of  a  contrarj  opinion ;  and  to  convinced  was 
he  thaf  great  practical  evils  would  result  from  passin?  this 
Bill  into  a  law,  that  he  could  not  help  conjuring  the  House, 
in  the  most  earnest  manner,  not  to  depart  from  the  wise 
system  adopted  bj  their  ancestors,  and  the  strict  adherence 
to  which  had  brought  this  country  to  its  present  state  af 
prosperity,  wealthi  and  grandeur  v  ^  departure  from  which 
coul'd  not,  he  feared,  fail  of  being  attended  with  con^- 
quences  which  every  one  would  have  the  most  abundant 
cause  to  deplore. 

Sir  John  Jnstruther  said,  that  if  he  had  the  fears  that 
some  gentlemen  appeared  to  entertain  of  this  change  as  a^ 
dangerous  innovation  on  our  laws  or  political  frame  of  go- 
vernment, he  certainly  should  not  support  it»  for  it  could 
not  be  supposed  that  cither  he,or  his  honourable  and  learned 
friend  (Sir  S,  Romilly),  could  wish  to  disturb  the  firame  of 
our  government  or  of  our  laws.  So  far  from  this  being  a 
violent  change  in  our  laws»  he  considered  that  it  would  only 
be  bringing  back  the  penal  code  to  the  point  from  which  it 
started.  No  man  could  look  at  our  penal  code  as  it  stood 
upon  paper,  without  horror.  Most  of  the  penal  laws  ap- 
peared not  to  be  founded  on  any  proportion  of  crimes  and 
punishments,  but  to  be  passed  with  little  observation,  just  as 
one  particular  crime  happened  at  a  particular  period  to  be 
prevalent,  or  as  a  particular  trade  happened  at  one  time  to 
be  more  exposed.  He  must  confess  that  those  punishments 
were  seldom  inflicted,  but  still  they  were  in  the  code*  The 
Tcmedy  that  naturally  suggested  itself  was,  that  this  penal 
code  should  be  from  time  to  time  revised  by  the  Legislature. 
The  principle  of  punishing  crimes  of  great  enormity,  was 
to  deter  others  from  the  commission  of  them,  by  the  exam- 
ple of  the  punishment.  Nothine  in  those  cases  could  be 
thought  about  the  £;ood  of  the  individual ;  for  the  only  good 
he  could  do,  would  be  by  the  warning  of  his  punishment. 
There  were  punishments,  however,  so  barbarous,  that  we 
bad  not  a  right  to  inflict  them,  even  to  deter  others  from 
the  commission  of  crimes.  Common  justice  required,  that 
punishments  should  be  proportioned  to  crimes,  and  we  had 
no  right  to  act  unjustly  to  one  individual,  to  prevent  others 
from  committing  crimes.  Id  many  of  our  punishments, 
those  very  circumstances  which  would  seem  a  mitigation  of 
the  moral  guilt,  were  an  aggmvation  of  the  punishment.-— 
W  hen  the  temptation  to^ commit  the  crime  was  great,  one 
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would  suppose  that  huuiaD  infirinity  might  somewhat  ex* 

cuseit;  the  coiitraryi  however,  va^  the  principle  of  manj 

of  our  penal  laws,  for  the  stronger  the  temptation,  these* 

verer  was  the  punishment.     In  the  punisbjnent  of  minor 

ofTenceSy  it  was  as  material  that  the  proportion  of  punish'* 

ment  to  crime  should  be  preserved^  as  that  the  punisbmentfl 

should  he  of  a  nature  to  deter  persons.     He  was  convinced^ 

that  it  was  on  account  of  the  severity  of  our  code  that  many 

persons  would  rather  put  up  with  the  loss  of  their  property 

than  prosecute;  and  the  knowledge  of  this  feeling  encou-* 

raged  the  commission  of  crimes:  whereas,  if  a  punishment 

short  of  death  was  inflicted^  persons  would  not  hesitate  so 

much  to  prosecute,  or  juries  to  convict.    I'bere  were  many 

gross  absurdities  now  in  our  penal  code,  by  which  the  very 

circumstances  which  ought  to  aggravate  the  offence,  were 

made  ciccumstances  of  mitigation.     For  example,  shop* 

lifting  was  felony ;  but  if,  in  addition  to  the  crime  of  taking 

in  a  shop,  a  man  was  to  break  into  the  shop  by  day,  then 

it  would  be  simply  larceny.    The  great  evil  of  making  the 

laws  too  severe  was,  that  judges  became;  astute  and  cunning 

[n  evading  the  laws,  and  the  juries  hesitated  to  convict.-*- 

The  sympathies  of  the  multitude  were  generally  turned  itr 

favour  of  the  accused,  which  was  a  great  moral  evil.  When 

sentences  of  death  were  pronounced,  which  everyone  knew 

would  not  be  executed,  that  solemnity  which  would  other* 

wise  be  impressive,  was  considered  a  mere  legal  form  and 

mockery.     In  every  view  be  could  consider  the  subject,  he 

highly  approved  of  the  principle  of  the  Bill  of  his 'honour* 

able  and  learned  friend  (SirS.  RomiIly),and  was  convinced 

that  the  effect  of  it  might  perhaps  be  to  increase  prosecu* 

tions,  but  to  diminisli  c^ences. 

Mr.  M*Donmld  thought,  that  the  House  should  not  b^ 
deterred  from  adopting  tne  principles  of  the  Bill  proposed, 
merely  from  its  being  stated  thatit  was  an  innovation.— « 
Every  improvement  that  was  ever  proposed,  might  be  got 
rid  of  in  the  same  way  by  the  cry  of  innovation.  We  could 
not  suppose  our  code  was  so  wonderfully  constructed, '  that 
it  had  the  preternatural  merit  of  never  requiring  to  be  re- 
vised. As  our  wealth  and  luxury  had  increased,  so  had  our 
penal  code;  and  it  was  necessary,  from  time  to  time,  to 
revise  it,  and  see  whether  some  punishments  were  not  aU 
together  disproportioned  to  the  crimes.  The  severity  of  our 
code  produced  in  the  injured  parties  a  reluctance  to  prose* 
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cute.  In  the  Juries  it  often  jproducedperjuryi  and  in  the 
Judges  connivance  at  it.  The  juries  through  natural 
feelings  of  huntnnitj  and  compassion  usurped  a  power 
vbich  the  law  did  not  give  them,  and  Judges  seemed  very 
well  content  that  the  discretion  should  be  shifted  from 
themselves  to  somebody  else.  As  to  the  sentences  of  deatli 
which  were  so  often  pronounced,  and  so  seldom  executed^ 
they  UQW  appeared  to  the  prisoners,  as  well  as  to  eveVy  per- 
son in  the  Court,  as  mere  senseless  words,  mutterea  over 
the  head  of  a  poor  pilferer,  and  which  had  no  meanings 
annexed  to  them.  He  highly  approved  of  the  principle  of 
of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  Herbert, opposed  the  Bill  at  some  length.  He  pre* 
lerred  the  experience  of  our  old  laws  to  any  theory,  and 
appeared  to  think  that  the  proportion  of  punishment  to 
crimes  was  not  an  object  so  material,  as  the  attempt  todeter 
persons  from  the  commission  of  crimes  by  severe  punish- 
ments, which  might  be  mitigated  if  the  Judge  thought  proper. 

Lord  George  GrefrcUle  said,  exaggerated  rigour  uniformly 
defeated  its  own  object,  and  there  was  a  point,  beyond  which 
its  influence  would  not  extend.  To  punish  small  crimes 
with  death,  therefore,  was  not  only  the  height  of  injustice^ 
but  it  was  also  extremely  impolitic.  What  opinion  would  a 
stranger  form  of  the  humanky  of  England,  when  he  was 
told  that  fifty  years  ago  there  were  more  than  160  offences 
punishable  with  death?  If  different  gradation^  of  crime^ 
the  small  and  the  great,  were  to  receive  the  same  punishment, 
the  greater  crimes  would  be  naturally  resorted  to.  He  thea 
proceeded  to  shew  how  inconsistent  this  severity  was  with 
the  Christian  morality,  and  the  danger  of  lightly  condema'- 
ing  a  man  as  unfit  to  live,  who  miffht  be  more  unfit  to  die. 
These  severe  punishments,  he  said,  had  their  origin  in  the 
feudal  code,  ft  was  natural,  in  times  of  ignorance,  to  recur 
to  an  indiscriminate  sevetity.  The  most  horrible  punish-% 
ment  of  those  tiiaes,  which  was  inflicted  for  parricide,  &c» 
was  now  laid  aside;  but  the  secondary  punishment  of  death 
for  comparative  trivial  offences,  still  remained.  The  law^ 
therefore,  either  has  done  too  much  or  too  little,  in  remo* 
ving  the  one  punishment  and  allowing  the  other  to  subsist* 
Those  who  dreaded  the  consequences  of  this  repeal,  be 
would  refer  to  the  effects  of  the  alleviation  of  punisliment 
introduced  into  Russia  by  the  Empresis  Catharine.  Those 
who  object  to  the  repeal^  seem  to  think  that  whatever  is  mu&t 
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be  right;  for  ifivrong,  it  must  have  been  already  discovered* 
and  in  this  manner  error  was  continaed  from  generation  to 
generation.  Whatever  fate  this  measare  might  have  at  pre* 
sent>  he  could  not  but  congratulate  his  honourable  an4 
learned  friend  (  Sir  S.  Romilly)  on  the  noble  employment 
to  which  he  had  devoted  his  high  talents.  Sooner  or  later 
the  cause  he  had  advocated  must  triumph^  because  it  was 
the  cause  of  good  sense^  humanity,  and  justice. 

Mr,  Jbercrombie  said,  he  thought  the  speech  of  hts  noble 
friend  who  spoke  last,  as  well  as  the  speeches  of  those  who 
had  preceded,  partook  too  much  of  general  discussion,  and 
seemed  rather  to  wander  from  the  question.    One  would 
suppose  that  a  new  code  was  intended  to  be  introduced ; 
whereas  the  sole  object  of  discussion  was  a  short  practical 
question,  whether  a  law  should  remain  which  Was  almost 
never  enforced,  or  whether  the  present  Bill,  which  took 
away  in  the  few  instances  where  that  law  was  executed, 
capital  punishment,  was  more  expedient  and  advisable  ?  It 
had  been  said,  what  opinions  of  practical  men  were  there  ia 
favour  of  the  Bill  i  He  would  say,  that  they  had  the  bpinioa 
of  all  the  Judges,  and  all  the  Jurors,  who  hare  been  ia  the 
practice  of  administering  the  laws  for  many  years  past,  in 
their  favour.     Practice  was  therefore  in  favour  of  thi^  Bill. 
It  had  been  said  on  the  other  side,  that  there  was  no  ground 
of  complaint  under  the  existing  laws.    The  single  subject 
of  dispute  tl)erefore  was,  whether  the  disadvantages  were 
such  as  to  warrant  the  repeal  of  those  laws,  or  whether  the 
measure  of  his  learned  and  honourable  friend  was  more  ad- 
vantageous, and  admirably  calculated  for  the  prevention  of 
crime.     One  great  disadvantage  of  the  existing  system  was 
the  disinclination  of  Judges  and  Jurors  to  execute  the  laws, 
as  painful  to  their  feehnes.      It  was  mortifying  that  the 
people  of  England  should  remain  so  long  subject  to  the 
animadversion  of  the    people  of  other  countries,  either 
directed  against  the  laws  or^the  execution  of  them,  and  that 
foreigners  should  have  it  in  their^power  to  make  English- 
.men  blush  for  those  laws  which  put  Judges  and  Jurors  in 
such  a  situation  that  they  could  not  discharge  their  duty* 
He  held  in  his  hands  an  account  of  the  number  of  persons 
committed,  tried,  and  convicted  during  the  fast  ten  years. 
Jt  was  unfortunate,  however,  that  for  the  last  five  yeairs,  the 
numbers  of  those  who  were  committed,  and  those  tried, 
were  not  distinguished.    This  list  afforded  the  most  com- 
plete practical  iliustration  of  the  disinclination  to  prosecute 
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To  ivliat  other  cause  could  the  disparity  between  the  coa»- 
mitments  and  trials  be  imputed? 

Jn  1802  there  were  coinuiiued  107— ^-actually  tried  79 

—  1803  -  -  168        -        *      109 
— 1804             -            .            135        -        -  -      59 

—  1S05  -  .  131        -        -        76 

—  1806  .  -  Its  -  -  56 
This  return  being  official,  certainly  called  on  the  House  to 
consider  the  cause  of  this  defection  iu  the  trials.  As  to 
another  point,  he  could  add  nothing  to  what  had  been 
already  said^  namely,  that  of  the  situation  of  the  Judges  and 
Jurors ;  but  as  it  constituted  a  leading  feature  of  the  case, 
be  should  advert  to  it*  When  he  recollected  that  Judges 
and  Jurors  were  every  Session  guilty  of  that  for  which  they 
were  certainly  not  punishable,  but  which,  nevertheless, 
could  go  by  no  other  name  than  that  of  perjury,  he  cer* 
tainly  did  think,  that  some  reformation  was  called  for.  He 
should  unfold  a  case  which  was  already  stated  last  Session 
—a  case  so  striking,  that  it  cannot  fail  to  make  an  impnes- 
sion.  A  female  had  stolen  a  10/.  note.  The  Jury  returned 
a  verdict  for,  below  4,0s.  Nothing  can  afford  a  more 
striking  illustration  than  this  fact,  of  the  inconvenience  to 
which  Juries  are  subjected.  Is  it  fit  that  they  should  con- 
tinue subject  to  them  ?  What  opinion  iuust  a  person  wbo 
heard  the  trial,  have  formed,  if  next  day  be  himself  should 
have  stood  in  the  criminals*  box  for  perjury  ?  Except  in  a 
solitary  instance,  therefore,  of  one  in  a  thousand,  the  laws 
are  never  executed.  It  would  be  found  that  in  the  course 
of  the  last  ten  years  eight  hundred  and  ninety-five  indivi- 
duals were  tried,  of  whom  155  were  acquittea,  and  of  the 
remainder  414  were  found  guilty  of  stealing  below  the  value 
of  40i.  He  would  ask  any  person  who  heard  him  if  there 
was  the  smallest  room  to  douot  that  of  these  414  people  so 
found  guilty,  a  very  great  number  must  have  been  guilty  of 
stealing  to  a  larger  amount  than  40i.  The  verdict,  there- 
fore, was  contrary  to  fact*    By  repealing  these  laws  a  very 

freat  relief  will  be  afforded  to  both  prosecutors  and  Juries, 
iosecutors  must  be  much  more  disposed  to  come  forward 
when  assured  that  the  punishment  is  commensurate  \m  the 
crime.  When  his  honourable  friend  first  stated  this  dia* 
proportion  in  that  House,  to  men  supposed  to  be  possessed 
of  the  best  information  of  th^  country,  it  appeared  as  a  new 
fact,  and  excited  a  good  deal .  of  astonisnment.  Was  it, 
therefore,  astonishing,  that  those  whose  situation  precluded 
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them  from  that  information,  should  remain  ignorant  of  the 
leniency  of  the  practice,  and  should  feel  the  greatest  reluc- 
taoce  to  prosecute?  The  necessary  and  infallible  con* 
sequence,  therefore,  of  the,  repeal  would  be  to  increase  the 
number  of  prosecutions,  and  the  number  of  convictions  ; 
and  the  opinion  would  become  generally  prevalent,  that 
punishment  would  follow  the  offence.  The  reasons  opposed 
to  this  measure  were  contradictory ;  for,  accordmg  to 
them,  it  was  sufficiently  known  that  the  Jury,  the  Juogesj^ 
^nd  the  King,  mitigated  the  punishment  in  practice.  Their 
theory,  therefore,  held  out  a  punishment  which  it  was  known 
was  not  to  be  executed.  He  could  not  conclude  without 
expressing  the  sincere  obligation  which  the  country  owed 
to  nis  learned  and  honourable  friend,  not  only  for  bringing 
forward  the  present  measure  originally,  but  |)erststing  m  it 
notwithstandmg  the  opposition  be  had  met  with.  He  had 
BOW  the  hope  of  being  at  last  rewarded  for  his  exertions-^ 
for  there  was  evidence  that  he  bad  made  converts  of  many' 
who  had  formerly  been  his  opposers;  and  although  he 
might  not  be  successful  this  session,  yet  he  had  bo  doubt 
that  perseverance  would  at  last  crown  his  efforts  with  success^ 
and  render  him  one  of  the  greatest  benefactors  of  the. 
country  of  which  be  was  at  present  one  of  the  greatest 
ornaments.  - 

Mr.  Edsoard  Morris  said,  that  he  could  not  help  relating 
to  the  House  the  case  of  an  unfortunate  woman,  tried  for* 
stealing  above  the  value  of  five  shillings.  He  was  present 
at  the  trial.  From  many  circumstances  it  was  obvious  that 
it.  was  a  first  offence,, and  every  person  in  court  wished  .her 
acquittal.  Ttie  jury  watched  the  testimony  very  narrowly, 
to  see  ij(  anything  could  be  laid  bold  of  in  her  favour. 
Lord  I^enyon  told  the  Jury,  that  they  were  not  to  take  any 
of  the  alleviating  circumstances  into  consideration  in  iheit 
verdict,  whatever  palliauan  they  might  be ;  and  the  womaa 
was  found  guilty.  Lord  Kenyon  proceeded  to  pass  the 
sentence  of  the  law.  When  the  woman  heard  the  sentence 
of  death,  she  fell  lifeless  to  the  ground.  Lord  Kenyon, 
who  was  endowed  with  great  sensibility,  instantly  caUed 
out  <'  My  good  woman,  1  do  not  mean  to  han4(  you.  Will 
nobody  tell  the  poor  woman  that  she  is  not  to  be  banged  V* 
This  case  made  a  great  impression  on  himself,  as  well  as 
every  one  present.  He  had  frequently  heard  the  same 
noble  Lord  pass  sentence,  not  on  the  prisoner  before  him, 
but  on  the  law.  He  most  cordially  supported  the  present 
Bill. 

VoL.U.^1811.  SS 
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Mr.  Percttml  agreed » that  k  would  he  an  impMrtant  i»- 
proyemetii  on  thc^Wf  if  Judges  were  not  coipipelled  to  pass, 
sentence  of  deatb  crn  those  who,  at  tlie  time  of  pasaing- 
sentence, \hey  should  be  of  opinion  did  not  deserve  a 
capital  punisDment.  It  would  make  a  wonderful  differ- 
ence, howeter,  if  capital  punishments  were  entirely  to  be 
removed  out  of  the  crimiQal  code  in  everj  case  cooDeded 
with  the  olyecttf  of  tKe  different  Bills  now  before  the  House. 
The  case  cited  by  the  honourable  gentlemaa  (Mr.  Morris) 
was  no  doubt  calculated  to  awaken  the  feelings  of  the 
by-stander&j  but  it  became  the  House,  in  ibeir  legislative 
capacity,  to  have  firmer  nerves.  *  The  -  honourable  and 
learned  ^ntleman  (Abercromby^  bad  placed  the  ques- 
tion on  Its  fair  footing,  namely,  if  the  akeration  was^  or 
was  not,  6n  the  who%,  well  calculated  to  diminish  the 
offences  in  question.  He  asked,  on  this  priactple,  was  the 
alteration  proposed  best  calculated  to  prevent  the  offence 
now  more  peculiarly  under  consideration)  ia  those  degrees 
and  shades  of  guilt  which  it  was  most  desiroas  to  prevent  1 
Would  not  the  severity  of  the  punishment  rather  tend  to 
check  those  deeper  sliades  of  criminality  for  which  the- 
severe  punishments  were  always  reserved?  And  would  not 
the  knowledge  that  the  capital  punishme((t  was  no  longer 
to  operate,  be  an  encouragement  to  the  perpetration  of  thoee 
more  desperate  robberies  in  the  dwelling-house^  which  akme 
were  at  present  viii^  with  tbe  punishment  of  death  ?  He 
could  not  agree,  however,  to  the  suggestion  of  bis  hon« 
friend  (Mr.  Jiankland),  that  an  option  might  be  given  to. 
prosecutors  to  lay  their  indictments  capitally  or  not*  as  they 
chose.  If  this  were  the  case,  no  offence  would  be  laid  as. 
of  a  capital  nature,  unless  from  some  improper  feeling  on 
the  part  of  the  prosecutor.  As  to  the  idea  that  the^presenl 
measure  would  contribute  to  render  punish  men t  more  cer« 
tain,  that  he  could  not  agree  to,  if  by  ''-more  cectain**  was 
to  be  understood  more  defined^  for,  by  the  present  measare 
a  greater  latitude  of-punishmeot  than  that  now  in  use  was. 
allowed.  The  unwillingness  to  prosecute*  he  contended^, 
was  notr  to  be  attributed  solely  to  the  offence  beiag.of  a 
capital  nature,  but  to  the  expeoce  and  trouble  of  piosecuttng, 
and  to  other  similar  causes.  He  denied  that  the  criminal 
code  of  the  country  was  bloody  ;  on  the  contrary,,  exeeo*- 
tions  very  rarely  followed  ascertained  guilt.  Tbe  honour- 
able Baronet  ( Aostruther)  talked  as  if  the  pieseiki  measure 
was  not  an  innovation,  but  waa  only  bringing  back  the  law: 
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to  lis  original  state.  He  urcmld  be  glad  to  know  what 
|»riod  of  oar  history  the  honourable  Baronet  meant.  Was 
It  the  period  between  Henry  the  VHth  and  Edward  Hid, 
when  murder  was  a  ciergiable  felony?  If  there  was  any 
part  of  the  system  propcned  by  his  honourable  and  learnea 
friend  (Sir  8.  Roniiily),  to  which  he  peculiarly  objected,  as 
being  more  capable  of  as^graration  <han  anoUier,  it  was 
that  of  robbing  from  the  clwdling-house,  whidi  might  be 
greatly  ac^graTRted  by  being  accompanied  by  moie  oflerror, 
bieacn  of  confidence,  yiolfnoe  and  danger^  than  were  likely 
to  attend  on  robbery  on  a  riyer,  in  a  shop,  &;c.  He  would 
suppose  the  crae  of  a  servant  robbing  his  lady,  wben  pro« 
bably  he  was  the  only  other  perM>n  m  the  house,  where  it 
could  not  be  accomplished  without  creating  terror  or  erea 
inflicting  violence,  or,  he  should  figure  where  a'  servant 
awoke  his  master  in  tlie  attempt  to  rob  him,  and  the  only 
means  that  remained  to  prevent  him  becoming  a  witness 
against  him  was,  to  add  murder  to  the  robbery.  He  con« 
;oeived  that  the  law  should  remain  as  it  was,  that  it  might 
prove  a  terror  against  tlie  commission  of  the  aggravated 
species  of  oflbnces.  He  must,  therefore,  oppose  the  present 
oiU,  whatever  might  be  his  course  as  to  the  others. 

Sir  S,  Rcmlty  concurred  entirsly  in  the  testimony  that 
fiad  been  borne  by  every  gentleman  who  had  spoken  on  the 
subject,  as  to  the  ability  and  ingenuitv  with  which  his  hon« 
friend  (Mr.  Frankhind)  had  opposed  the  present  measure. 
He  could  not  but  observe,  however,  that  his  honourable 
and  learned  friend  had  been  rather  severe  upon  him,  treat* 
ing  him  as  one  who,  so  iar  as  the  present  subject  was  con- 
oemed,  was  to  be  regarded  merely  as  a  speculator,  and  not 
a  lawyer^-or  as  one  of  those  dXLettmH  lawyers,  who  knew 
no  more  of  the  law  than  any  other  person  in  the  oountry, 
who  had  never  made  it  is  study.  If  so^  and  be  was  realty 
so  ignorant  on  this  subject  as  his  honourable  friend  repre- 
aented  him,  he  was,  indeed,  extremely  unpardonable.  For 
fifteen  years  he  had  been  in  the  constant  habit  of  going  the 
circuit  in  his  profisssiomtt  character;  he  had  Imn  much 
employed  in  the  Criminal  Courts;  and  when  not  employed 
theie,  he  had  been  in  the  constant  habit  of  visiting  them, 
and  taking  notes  for  his  improvement  in  that  branch  of  the 
legal  code  of  this  country.  But  that  his  honourable  and 
learned  friend  should  be  so  angfy  at  those  whom  he  (Sir  S: 
fiomiily)  supposed  to  be  mere  theorists^  he  (Sir  Samuel) 
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confessed  surprised  him  a  little,  as  he  coald  noi  hdp  think* 
ing  that  his  honourable  and  learned  friend  dealt  as  much  in 
theory '  as  any  roan  ;  indeed  the  greater  part  of  his  speech 
waa  so  dark  and  abstruse,  that  he  must  be  excused  answer* 
ing  it  actually,  because  he  did  not  understand  it.    His 
honourable  and  learned  friend  had  said  that  all  the  Judges 
were  against  the  measure  which  he  now  presumed  fo  press 
on  the  consideration  of   the  HouSe.     He   (Sir   Samsd 
Bomilly)   had  no  reason  to  suppose  any  such  thing. — 
He  knew  that  he  had  the  authority  of  the  Magistracy  of 
the  country  in  his  favour,  and  he  nad  no  reason  to  suppose 
that  all  the  Judges  were  against  him*    He  knew  that  he 
had  the  authority  of  one  Judge  of  hic^h  rank  against  him, 
having  experienced  his  opposition  to  toe  measure  in  another 
place.    He  had  now  also  against  him,  the  authority  of  the 
Kecorder  and  Common^  Sergeant  of  London,  and  he  was 
glad  they  had  given  their  reasons  for  opposing  the  pieaent 
measure^  as  it  gave  him  an  opportunity  of  examining  what 
these  reasons  were*    They  objected  to  the  proposed  altera- 
tion, but  why  ?    Because  the  ofiences  to  which  the  Bills 
applied,   were  oficnces  which  had  greatly  increased  and 
were  now  increasing !     Could  there,    he  asked,   be  any 
greater  objection  to  a  law,  than  that  the  offence  against 
which  it  was  intended  to  provide  was  increasing  under  it  I 
Xf  a  person  had  a  medicme  administered  to  him,  and  a 
change  of  regimen  was  recommended,  would  it  be  enough 
to  say,  No,  do  not  change  ^he  medicine  for  the  person  is 
dying  without  any  change  ?    Or,  would  the  Chairman  of 
thePliysicians,  when  advising  with  the  whole  body  as  to  the 
state  of  their  practice,  assign  as  a  reason  for  adhering  to  the 
medicine  ana  to  the  course  of  treatment  in  a  particular 
malady,  that  their  patients  were  coming  to  be  cured,  and 
were  (lying  as  fast  as  could  be  desired  ?    If  under  the  pre* 
sent  law  the  offence  had  increased  and  was  increasing,  what 
a  strange  reason  for  objecting  to  a  change !    Of  what  nature, 
then,  ought  the  change  to  be  ?    They  could  not  at  this 
period  of  time  go  back  to  the  wheel  or  the  rack  in  search  of 
a  substitute  for  the  present  mode  of  punishment;  and  if 
they  could  not  resort  to  4  system  of  greater  severity,  wh j 
not  seek  for  a  remedy  in  a  greater  degree  of  lenity  ?    If  be 
(Sir  S.  Romilly)  had  succeeded,  two  years  ago,  in  procuring 
a  change  of  the  law  in  this  respect,  would  not  the  increaaq 
in  (be  number  of  culprits,  lyfaich  was  now  reined  as  ^ 
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reason  why  bo  change  should  take  place,  have  been  at* 
tributed  to  the  very  change  ^hich  had  been  introduced  ? 
The  chances  of  escaping,  as  the  law  now  stood,  were  raul* 
tiplied  to  such  a  degree  as  absolutely  to  operate  as  a  snare  to 
the  comroissito  of  offences  of  this  kind.  He  admitted  that 
the  number  of  prosecutions  for  stealing  from  the  person  had 
increased  since  the  passing  of  bis  Bill  exempting  the  crime 
of  stealing  privately  from  the  person,  from  capital  punish- 
ment ;  but  this  nvas  the  necessary  consequence,  and  shewed 
thiElt  the  measure  was  likely  to  operate.  It  must  necessarily, 
at  the  first,  increase  prosecutions  and  convictions ;  but  when 
its  effects  vfcre  seen  and  felt,  it  would  immediately  lead  to  a 
decrease  of  the  crime.  His  honourable  and  learned  friend 
(Mr.  Abercrombie)  had  stated  the  disproportion  between 
the  numbers  of  persons  committed  and  those  actually  pro- 
secuted for  stealing  in  the  dwelling-house.  If  gentlemen 
would  look,  however,  at  the  numbers  committed  for  stealing^ 
in  the  shop,  they  would  find  that  there  the  disproportion 
was  still  greater.  The  whole  number  committed  for  this 
offence  in  five  years  was  598 ;  of  'these  ISO  were  tried  ;  20 
were  convicted,  but  not  one  was  executed :  and  for  stealing; 
in  the  dwelling«house,  within  the  same  period^  only  two 
were  executed.  It  was  impossible  not  to  see  that  this  pro-^ 
ceeded  from  a  disinclination  ta  prosecute  to  the  effect  of 
inferring  a  capital  punishment  on  such  offences  as  theses 
The  right  hoii.  gentleman  opposite,  however,  said  that 
though  punishment  was  not  inflicted,  the  mere  passing  of 
the  sentence  would  operate  in  a  salutary  way,  by  deterring 
others  from  the  commission  of  crimes;  How  were  persons 
•to  be  deterred,  however,  by  the  idea  of  a  punishment  which 
they,  knew  would  never  fall  upon  them  ?  This  was,  indeed, 
to  go  to  the  nursery  for  our  ideas ;  but  such  an  argument 
would  not  operate  with  persons  acute  as  those  on  whom  it 
was  meant  to  have  effect  were  admitted  to  be.  The  cases 
alluded  to  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Perceval) 
as  being  of  an  aggravated  nature*  with  great  submiission, 
/lid  not  apply  to  stealing  in  the  a  welling-bouse,  but  must  , 
fairly  be  <x>nsidered  as  stealing  forcibly  from  the  person. 
Yet  these  two  cases  of  simply  stealing  in  the  dwetling-house, 
and  the  aggravated  offence  which  the  right  honourable^ 
gentleman  had  himself  pictured  so  highly,  he  would  have 
punished  in  the  same  manner.  As  to'  the  observations 
Inade  by  his  hon.  and  learned  friend  on  the  work  of  Mr. 
fienlbam,  he  (Sir  S.  Romilly)  should  only  say,  that  it  was  . 
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m  oioat  inaiteilT  and  Trimble  perfimnaiice,  wbidi  vodd 
Uw€  and  be  highly  (.bought  of  wbeo  thoie  who  aow  heaid 
liiBi  would  be  no  mote ;  and  if  his  honourable  and  hsanoed 
firiend  had  by  bis  obwryations  on  that  work  made  an  j  gen* 
tiemaa  who  might  not  have  already  periiaed  it,  desiroos  to 
do  to,  he  ooold  anure  that  honoaiabie  gcntfeflum,  whoewr 
he  might  be,  that  his  hononmble  and  learned  frind  luid 
confernxl  on  him  a  high  obligation.    The  ri^ht  honomaUe 

Stiemaa  (Perceyal)  had  aaid,  that  the  Cnrainal  lem  of 
^nd  was  not  a  sanguinary -law ;  for  it  was  not  to  be 
executed*    It  was  intended,  however,  to  have  been  exe- 
coled,  and  it  was  executed  till  towiuds  the  latter  end  of  the 
present  reign.     At  the  bt^inning  of  this  le^,   mote 
liefsons  were  executed  than  were  pardoned,  in  the  pcopor- 
tien  of  three  to  two,  now  not  more  than  one  was  execnfted 
out  of  seventeen.    Minister^  therefore,  were  themselyes  the 
innovators,  and  not  him  (Sir  S.  Romilly).    A  U  he  widMd 
to  do  was  to  make  the  law  in  thedry  what  it  was  already  in 
practice.    Ministers,  in  the  lenity  with  which  they  now* 
executed  the  sentence  of  the  law,  oi^y  concnrred  in  the 
geneml  feeling  of  the  nation .    1 1  was,  as  lus  honourable  and 
seamed  friend  (Mr.  Morris)  had  expressed  it^— it  was  tine 
that  had  become  the  innovator.    Grentkmen  would  have  it 
supposed  that,  these  laws»   which  he  now  wished  to  see 
amended,  were  the  combined  effisrtsof  all  the  great  men  who 
had  lived  before  us.    So  much  the  reverse  of  the  bd  was 
this,  these  laws  hod  all. passed  without  discussion  of  any 
kind.    One  or  two  discussions  on  particular  criminal  laivs 
did  take  place  previous  to  this  reign ;  the  others,  as  Loid 
Bacon  expressed  it,  had  been  pi^cd  on  the  spur  of  the 
occasion.    A  gentleman  would  stand  up  and  move  th^  in 
anch  a  case  the  benefit  of  clergy  should  be  taken  away,  and 
it  was  done.    The  only  choice  of  punishments  then  was,  to 
brand  the  band,  or  imprisonment  for  A  year.    The  benefit 
#f  clergy,  namely,  being  able  to  read,  was  then  an  exempt 
tion  from  punishment,  on  account  of  every  offmoe  scan* 
dalous  to  be  thought  of,  being  of  itself  an  aggravatioa  of 
the  crime.    The  right  hon.  gentleman  asked  the  worthy 
Baronet  ( Anstmther)  what  he  meant  by  restoring  the  law  ) 
He  would  tell  him.    To  gire  badt  to  the  offimoe  the  bensfit 
of  clergy ;  to  let  the  law  stand  as  it  did  before  the  Act  of 
Queen  Anne.    To  the  cases  already  mentioned,  he  begged 
to  mention  the  case  of  an  apprentice  tried  in  the  year  1807 
before  Mr.  Justice  Lawrence,  for  robbing  his  master  of  his 
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pocket-book^  containing  six  10/.  Bank  nofes^  'There  veie 
alJevlating  circumstaiiceB  in  the  caae*  The  master  had 
held  out  an  improper  temptation  to  the  boy,  who  had 
otiierwise  befaared  in  a  most  exemplarf  manner*  In  these 
eircumstanoesy  what  could  the  Jury  do  ?  Thev  found  the 
boy  guilty  of  stealing  395. 1  A  most  serious  ancl  distressing 
situation  in  which  to  place  a  Jury,  by  which  they  must 
find  little  less  than  a  judicial  murder,  or  get  the  better  of  it 
by  a  judicial  perjury.  A  cruel  case,  first  to  compel  a  Jurf 
to  call  on  Goa  to  witness  tbdr  observance  of  the  oath  they  ^ 
haye  taken,  and  then  to  open  that  Statute  Book  containinj^ 
this  Act,  and  say>  you  must  consign  this  boy  to  dcatJh  or 
you  must  violate  your  oaths.  This  was  a  most  cruel  courso: 
m  which  to  persevere*  if  be  had  some  opinions  against 
faivB,  he  had  also  opinions  of  ereat  Judges,  now  no  more» 
in  his  &vour  oo  this  subject*  He  had  tte  ppinion  of  Judge 
Blackstone,  whom,  aa  he  had  then  ceased  to  folbw  Uie  pro- 
ftssion  of  the  law,  his  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Frankland> 
jfould  probably  conceive  to  be  only  a'  sort  of  diktimoi 
lawyer.  He  esteemed  the  severity  of  our  Criminal  Code  as 
deplorable,  and  lamented  that  it  should  not  be  revised,  ^ 
least  once  in  a  century.  Lord  Bacon  too  had  set  about  a 
zevision  of  this  code ;  and  even  Lord  Coke,  an  enthusiast^ 
and  even  a  bigot  where  the  established  law  was  concerned,, 
observed,  that  thougb  our  laws  went  to  inflict  punishment^' 
they  did  not  go  to  prevent  crime,  which  could  onlv  be 
done  by  instructing  the  poor  and  ignorant.  He  (Lord 
Coke)  looked  to  the  period  when  the  English  nation  should 
be  employed  in  th^  work,  and  prated  blessings  pn  th» 
liead  of  those  who  should  promote  it.  These  he  (Sir  & 
BomiUy>.  esteemed  authorities  at  least  equal  to  the  Secordec 
and  (Tommon  Serjeant  of  l4ondon« 

The  House  then  divided-*^ 

For  the  Second  reading        -        .        79 
Against  it         -       •       •,      -        63 

Majority  in  fiivour  of  the  Bill  26 

The  Bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  committed  for  Tuesday, 
as  were  also  the  Bills  to  prevent  privately  stealing  in  Shops, 
and  stealing  from  Bleaching  Grounds  in  England  and 
Ireland*. 
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KIVG's  ILllTESS* 

Jff.  Wkiibread  postponed  his  motion  for  proTidin^ 
asaiast  the  recurreooe  ot  a  cahmitj  similar  to  that  under 
Which  the  King  now  labours,  till  after  the  holidays* 

FOREIGN   MINISTERS  SALARIES  BILL. 

3/n  Leach  moved  the  second  reading  of  the  FoieigB 
Ministen  Salary  Bill. 

Mr.  Banks  opposed  the  Bill,  on  the  ground  of  ifs  bieak* 
ihg  in  upon  the  Tine  of  financial  reform  already  laid  down* 

Sir  J.  Newport  was  hostile  to  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bin  upon  the  same  ground. 

3fr.  Brand  also  opposed  the  second  reading.     He  was 
adverse  to  an^  step  tbat  could  have  the  least  tendency  to 
raise  a  suspicion  on  the  part  of  the  people  of  the  sinceriUr  of' 
the  efforts  making  by  that  House  in  the  financial  reform 
alreadj'  entered  upon. 

Mr,  Perceval  said,  that  amongst  the  objections  he  had 
heard  urged  against  the  Bill,  there  was  none  against  its 
general  provision.  It  was  admitted  that  the  peisons  in 
question  ought  not  to  suffer  loss  in  consequence  of  their 
having  held  such  situations ;  and  that  they  ought  to  be 
provided  for  as  far  as  it  could  be  done  consistent! v  with  the 
public  service.  The  question  then  was,  how  rar  the  pre- 
sent Bill  was  calculated  to  effect  that  ? — He  justified  the 
conduct  of  the  Duke  of  Por(land*s  Administration,  when  it 
first  came  into  power,  in  continuing  to  these  Foreign  Mini- 
ster^ the  pensions  given  to  them  by  the  preceding  Govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  Abercromble  said^  it  was  then  open  to  the  King^s  dis- 
cretion, whether  be  would  continue  io  them  their  pensions 
or  not« 

Mr.  Coming  said,  that  from  the  constant  exercise  of  the 
discretionary  right  in  the  King  to  grant  a  pension  to  all  those 
who  had  served  abroad  as  Foreign  Ministers,  there  seemed 
to  have' arisen  on  the  part  of  those  Ministers,  a  corrtspon- 
dent  right  to  demand  ;  so  that  the  claims  were  so  many, 
and  were  represented  to  be  so  similar,  that  the  great  diffi- 
culty was  tp  know  where  to  grant  and  where  to  with-hokl  ; 
this,  of  course,  led  to  difficulties  which  were  justly  obviated 
by  the  Bill  of  last  session*  This  Bill  provided  certain  rules, 
which  were  meant  to  regulate  future  claims,  by  putting^ 
aside  all  those  Mhich  did  not  come  within  such  r^iuations. 
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The  first  rule  laid  down  wag,  that  limiting  tie  period  of 
service  within  ten  years  from  the^  date  of  n  is  commissioa. 
The  Bill  further  provided,  that  the  person  holding  the, 
Foreign  Seals  should  certify  that  the  claimant  bad  not, 
within  that  spac^  of  time,  refused  any  one  mission  to  which 
the  Gofernment  might  have  thought  it  fit  to  call  him*  This 
he  thought  to  be  a  wise  provision,  and  one  that  had  been 
rendered  the  more  necessary  by  a  new  cuslom,  which  was 
creeping  in  amongst  those  gentlemen,  of  exercisinz  a  sup* 
posed  right  of  refusing  aoy  mission^  after  they  haa  served 
out  their  three  years,  insisting  upon  it,  at  the  same  time, 
that  this  refusal  upon  their  part  to  discharge  their  duty  to 
the  public,  did  not  invalidate  their  claims  to  the  pensions 
they  were  receiving  from  the  public,  upon  the  ground  of 
those  services.  At  the  same  time  he  had  no  hesitation  in 
sayipg,  that  if,  when  he  had  tbb  honour  of  holding  the 
Seals  for  the  Foreign  Department,  any  exemption  bad  beyea 
proposed  in  favour  of  certain  persons' who  were  supposed 
(he  knew  not  why)  to  be  interested  in  the  fate  of  the  Bill, 
be  would  then  have  consented  to  it.  The  omission  made 
in  the  Bill  of  last  year,  respecting  this  case,  was  merely  an 
oversight;  and  it  ought  be  recollected,  that  though  this 
Bill  should  pass,  the  discretion  on  the  part  of  his  Majestjf  to 
grant  or  withhold  such  pension,  would  remain  entire  and 
-uncontrolled. 

Mr.  fVhilbrtad  expressed  his  reluctance  in  feeling  him- 
self obliged  to  vote  against  the  BilL 

Mr*  Stephen  apd  Mr.  Giddy  were  for  the  BilL 
After  a  rew  words  from  Mr.  Peter  Moore  and  Mr*  Lamb, 
Mn  Leach  replied ;  and  the  House  divided,-^ 

Ayes         -        ...        -        34 
Noes 9^ 

Majority  -  -         12 

The  Distillery  Bill  was  postponed»-«*Adjonrned. 


HOU^E  OF  LORDS. 

MONDAY,   APKIL  1.  ^ 

RELIGIOUS  'worship. 

Lord  Fiseinmt  Sidmouth  adverted  to  the  motion  be  had 
made  lajst  sfsssion,  for  Returns  of  tk|e  Places  of  Worship 
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in  p«riibei  haviog  a  population  of  1000  persons  and  ap« 
wards,  with  the  numoer  of  persons  such  places  of  worship 
were  capable  of  containing^  and  the  accommodation  pro* 
Tidedt  &c«  obserriog  that  the  greater  part  of  the  returns 
were  on  the  table,  and  the  rest,  probably,  would  be  soon ; 
he  therefore  gave  notice,  that  soon  after  tne  recess  he  should 
name  a  day  for  the  eoosideration  of  the  subject,  with  a  view 
to  the  Amendment  of  the  Acts  of  the  first  of  William  and 
Mary,  and  l&th  of  George  III, 

GOJUMERCIAL   CEEDlV. 

On  the  motion  of  Earl  Bathurst^  the  Commercial  Credit 
Bill  was  read  a  third  time. 

The  Emrl  of  Lauderdale  moved  to  leave  out  the  clause 
empoweriiig  the  Commissioners  to  advance  Exchequer-bills 
on  the  security  of  Heritable  Bonds  in  Scotland,  observing 
that  it  was  contrary  to  the  principle  of  advancing  money  to 
merchants,  and  that,  from  the  nature  of  the  security,  the 
money  could  not  be  forthcoming  within  the  time  limited  by 
the  Act. 

Earl  Bathuni  observed,  that  (he  clause  merely  empow- 
ered the  Commissioners  to  take  heritable  bonds  as  an  addi- 
tional security*  The  same  clausewas  in  the  Bill  of)793* 
and  no  inconvenience  resulted  from  it. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale,  in  reply,  denied  the  necessity 

of  the  clause. 

The  question  was  put,  that  the  clause  stand  part  of  the 
Bill,  and  agreed  to. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  then  moved  to  leave  ont  the 
clause  empowering  the  Commissioners  to  advance  Exche- 
quer*bills  to  the  incorporated  Banks  of  Scotland,  upon  the 
ground  that  there  was  no  necessity  for  it,  the  Banks  not 
standing  fo  need  of  any  such  assistance. 

After  a  few  words  from  Earl  Bathurst,  who  stated  that 
this  clause  was  alsp  in  the  Bill  of  1793,  the  question  was 
put,  that  the  clause  stand  part  of  the  Bill,  and  agreed  to. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  then  adverted  to  the  notice  he 
had  given  on  Friday,  his  object  being  to  leave  out  the 
clause  empowering  the  Bank  of  England  to  purchase  Ex- 
chequer-bills issued  under  this  Act,  and  to  substitute  ano- 
ther clause,  prohibiting  them  from  so  purchasing  them.— 
His  lordship  observed,  that  the  analysis  of  this  measure, 
with  this  clause  as  it  now  stood,  was,  that  the  merchants 
haviog  a  qaantity  of  goods  for  which  there  was  no  market. 
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the  Bank  could  not  acoonfimodate  them  with  discount ;  bati 
b^  the  interference  of  Government^  advancipg  Exchequer- 
bills  to  the  merchants,  the  Bank  would  take  the  Exchequer* 
bills  as  a  security,  and  issue  their  notes  for  them  to  the 
merchants,  thus  increasing  the  issue  of  bank  notes,  which 
was  already  too  great. 

Earl  Bathurst  contended,  that  this  would  be  by  a  side 
wind  destroying  the  advantages  of  the  Bill,  as  the  Exche- 
quer-bills which  the  Bank  were  prohibited  from  purchasing 
must  necessarily  be  at  a  discount,  whilst  other  Excheqiler* 
bills  would  be  at  par.  Nor  would  it  prevent  the  i^sueof 
bank  ijotes,  as  those  possessed  of  the  Exchequer-bills  must 
sell  them  in  the  market,  and  purchase  others  which  the 
Bank  could  take,  and  for  which  of  course  bank  notes  would 
be  issued.  There  was  besides  a  constantly  operative  causQ 
which  produced  a  reflux  of  bank  notes  into  the  Bank,  as 
it.  was  found  by  experience  that  although  the  dividends 
were  paid  every  quarter  in  bank  notes,  yet  that,  after  a  short 
perioa«  the  whole  amount  of  bank  notes  in  circulation  was 
nlsarly  the  same  as  before. 

The  Earl  of  Ross  again  adverted  to  the  question  of  the 
exchange  becoming  favourable  to  Ireland,  contending 
that  it  was  not  the  result  of  a  diminished  issue  by  the  Bank 
of  Ireland. 

Lord  Khi£  observed,  that  the  issue  of  the  Bank  of  Ire-^ 
land,  after  the  restriction  on  cash  payments  in  1797>  was 
four  or  five  times  as  great  as  before  the  issue  previous  to 
that  period,  having  been  about  600,000/.  whilst  in  1803  it 
amounted  to  2,900,000/. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale^  with  respect  to  the  exchange^ 
contended,  tnat  the  alteration  in  favour  of  Ireland  was 
forced,  in  consequence  of  Mr.  Foster  having  advertised 
from  the  Treasury,  in  1805,  that  Bills  would  be  drawn  at 
l\\f  and  subsequently  at  \0\pfrcenU  thereby  forcing  the 
exchange  to  that  point ;  but,  of  course,  the  aifference  be* 
tween  that,  and  the  actual  rate  of  exchange,  being  paid  by 
the  pubKc,  subsequently  this  was  ft>und  too  expensive  an 
operation,  and^  in  l8p6|  the  exchange  was  left  to  its  na* 
tural  a>urBe, 

After  some  further  conTersatiop^  the  Bill  W4S  passed.*— 
Adjourned. 
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PRILNTEIIS*   tf|LL« 

Jfr.  if.  Martin  mo^ti  the  ^eom^d  readbg  of  the  TrinU- 
ers*  BilJ,  which  was  carried*  afuet  f|  few  word^  fron^  the 
AttQra.e^«>Q^QQral, 

Jtfr,  Ci^»efi  ro^e  to  move,  in  reference  to.  the  Distilleiy 
^jll.  for  a  Co(^  qf  the  ftfemprial  presenied  od  the  27tb  of 
March  by  the  Loodon  DWillera  to  the  Lord^  Qf  the  Trear 
surjr,  and  for  Copies  of  all  Commuaicatioiis  made  to  tEe 
same  miarter  on  this  subject  by  the  Distillers  of  Scotland. 
He  at  the  same  time  expretsfsd  ft  wi^,  that  as  the  Bill  stood 
la^t  9n  the  Order  Paper,  and  would  not  probably  come  qq- 
der  consideration  till  a  late  hour,  that  it  should  be  poat« 
poned  fill  Wednesday. 

Tke  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said  a  few  words^  wheif 
jt  was  agreed  to  delf^r  it. 

BULLION  BEFORT. 

Mr.  JRaff  wished  to  be  infonnedy  whether  it  was  the  in- 
temioD  of  the  honourable  gentleroai),  Uit  whom  notice  had 
been  given  as  to  a  motior^  on  the  5lh  of  April,  for  the 
House  to  go  into  a  Committee  to  take  into  consideration 
the  Remrt  of  the  Bivllion  Coapittee,  t^  briiig  on  the  ^ 
neral  disciission  on  that  occfisiqn  ?  It  appeared  to  hiiii^ 
that  the  question  might  very  properly  go  at  once  to  a  Com* 
mittee^  and  tliat  the  dispjssioo  should  begin  there«  It  was, 
however,  in  the  highest  dfgree  desicable,  that  all  unnecesr 
sary  delay  Qiould  be  prevented; .  and  that  thie  House  should 
clearly  understfind  the  nature  of  tb^  motiod  to  be  lijade,  and 
the  p^recise  intentions  of  the  Iionourabie  gentleman  re« 
9pecting)t, 

Mr.  Abercrombie  replied,  that  th0  notice  irhich  fie  bad 
h^9  ipstnicted  by  hi^  honourable  friend  to  give  on  this 
subject,  he  perceived,  had  been  entirely  misunderstood.— ^ 
Allthat  he  had  said  was  merely,  that  on  Friday  next  his  ho- 
nourable friend,  whose  professional  avocations  would  rmr 
der  it  impossible  for  him  to  be  in  town  before  Thursday, 
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would  name  a  day  when  h^  would  subnuC  80m6  spectfio 
motion  relative  to  the  Report  of  the  BnlKon  Gonraiittee. 

A  short  conversation  follow^,  which  was  terminated  by 
an  understanding,  that  the  question  would  not  be  brought 
into  discussion  till  after  the  holidays. 

MILITIA   BKLISTMENT   BILL. 

Mr.  Lmhineion  brought  up  the  Report  of  Ihe  Milida 
Enlistment  BiJJ. 

Mr.Secrctary  Rydct  stated  it  to  be  his  intention  to  enable 
the  Militia  Regiments  to  raise  supernumeraries  according 
to  the  Act  of  Elizabeth)  to  prevent  their  falling  at  any  time 
belpw  the  proper  number. 

.  Mr.  Elliot  was  compelled  by  a  sense  of  duty  to  object  to 
this  Bill^  though  he  could  not  now  hope  to  say  any  thing 
new  upon  it.  Whea  he  recollected  who  had  on  former 
occasions  been  associated  with  him  in  opposition  to  these 
expedients  (the  late  Mr.  Windham),  it  might  well  be  sup«. 
posed  that  the  subject  could  present  him  with  no  cheering 
reflections,  it  might  be  said,  that  he  was  hostile  to  the 
Militia  Establishment  altogether;  and  that  his  argument* 

aainst  it  ought  to  be  taken  with  some  grains  of  allowancew" 
e  never  had  been  an  enemy  to  the  establishment,  pro« 
Tided  it  were  kept  to  its  original  numbers.  He  then  pro* 
ceeded  to  state  the  grounds  of  his  objection  to  this  mea« 
sure—to  the  increase  of  the  numbers  of  the  Militia — and  to 
the  Ijocal  Militia  Establishments  which  for  some  time  pa^t 
had  formed  so  great  an  obstacle  to  the  regular  recruitings 
for  the  army.  His  right  honourable  friend  (the  late  Mr. 
Windham)  had  taken  a  comprehensive  view  of  the  whole 
•ubjectA  An^l  had  formed  an  excellent  plan  for  the  recruit* 
ing  of  the  army/  That  unfortunately  had  been  overthrowa 
before  Its  most  efficacious  engines  had  even  begun  to  ope* 
rale»  It  would  be  remembered,  that  the  short  term  of 
enlistment — the  return  of  the  soldiers«^and  (he  advantage 
which  would  be  universaHv  observed  to  result  from  the  oo* 
^upation^  bad.  beea  considered  as  the  most  powerful  means 
of^SQccess.  Still  its  success,  so  far  as  it  had  gone,  had 
exceeded  his  expectations,  and  those  of  the  sreat  character 
who  had  formed  the  plan.  It  produced  for  the  first  quarter 
at  the  rate  of  10,000  men  ayear-^for  the  second*  at  the 
rate  of  1 3^000  men  a  yeap— for  the  third,  at  the  rate  of 
$l»000  nsen  a  year — and  for  the  fourth  Quarter,  at  the  rate 
of  SlilOOO  inea  a  year— -all  this  by  the  ordinary  recruiting  at 
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a  redoced  bounty.  But  the  bfficacy  of  sucb  a  measore  must 
depend  on  the  opinion  of  its  peroianenpy ;  and  since  the 
unfortunate  interference  with  it,  the  regular  recmiting 
hardly  produced  a  sufficient  ijanaber  of  men  to  cover  the 
waste  of  the  army.  The  expence  of  Mr.  Windham's  plan 
had  been  Cirged  as  an  objection^— but  in  the  end,  the  pre* 
sent  method  would  be  far  more  expensivCi  considering  the 
height  to  which  the  competition  and  complicated  niode  of 
recruiting  must  raise  the  bounty.  If  Mr.  Windham's  plan 
had  been  persevered  in,  they  would  now  have  no  occasion 
to  resort  to  sqch  a  measure  as  this.  It  could  not  but  disgust 
the  Militia  Officers,  who  were  converted  into  instruments 
for  recruiting  the  regular  army.  To  be  sure  this  was  a  case 
of  emergency;  and  if  the  measure  had  been  only  tempo- 
rary, he  would  perhaps  have  allowed  it  to  pass  without  any 
thing  further  than  a  protest  against  the  general  principle; 
but  it  was  held  out  ns  a  permanent  measure,  and  be  must 
oppose  it.  The  Militia  Officers  ought  to  pause  before  they 
allowed  their  regiments  to  be  turned  into  recruiting  legions 
for  the  Army ;  and  every  member  ought  to  paus^  before  he 

{placed  in  the  hands  of  Ministers  a  power  of  perpetual  bal- 
oting.  The  system  could  never  be  carried  on  without  bal* 
lot ;  and  thus  they  would  be  continually  ringing  (he  changes 
on  bounty  and  ballot.  With  these  few  olmrvations, which 
his  sense  of  duty  compelled  him  to  make,  he  would  leave 
the  matter  to  the  House. 

Colonel  Duckett  would  have  been  very  adverse  to  this 
measure  if  he  had  understood  it  to  be  a  permanent  one. — 
But  he  hoped  it  was  not  intended  to  make  it  perpetual. 
Necessity  justified  it  at  present;  the  same  necessity  which 
at  times  might  justify  the  suspension  of  the  Habeas  Corpus 
Act.  He  expected  that  there  would  be  no  occasion,  bow- 
ever,  to  have  recourse  to  the  ballot.  After  the  late  volun- 
teerihg,  the  recruiting  for  the  Militia  had  been  very  suc- 
cessful. He  would  support  the  Bill,  therefore,  as  a  tem- 
porary measure.  If  a  scneme  of  the  same  kind  were  to  be 
proposed  again,  he  would  certainly  have  serious  objections 
to  it,  unless  very  diflerent  from  the  present. 

Mr.  Giles  referred  the  honourable  gentleman  #ho  spoke 
last  to  the  Bill  itself,  to  shew  that  it  was  intended  for  a  per- 
manent measure.  The  Bill  recited,  that  ^*  whereas  it  was 
expedient  to  provide  a  permanent  supply  for  the  Army,  Sec'* 
and  this  quality  of  permanency  was  in  fact  the  great  olyec- 
tion  to  the  measure.    The  Militia  Offioen  were  to  be  con« 


/FEI^  1.]  MILITIA  CNUSXMBKT  BILI*.  511 

.  verted  into  drill  serjeants,  to  provide  lO^OOO  men  amniallj 
for  the  Army.  With  re^rd  to  the  private  men,  it  must  be 
remembered  that  240,000  in  England  vrere  locked  up  bj 
vaj  of  Local  .Militia,  or  Volunteers.  These  might  be 
enlisted— but  then  their  places  must  be  supfrfied.  The 
advantage  to  the  Army  might  be  gained  hy  recruiting. 
They  recruited  for  tlie  Militia,  and  why  not  as  well  for  the 
Line  ?  ^  The  present  mode  only  tempted  men  to  enter  the 
Militia  first,  and,  after  remaining  there  for  a  few  weeks, 
they  enlisted  into  the  line  for  the  sake  of  the  double  bountv. 
He  was  glad  that  the  ballot  ^'as  to  be  avoided,  if  possible* 
If  nothing  else  could  be  done,  they  must  iiideed  have  the 
men.  But  indeed  they  never  did  get  the  men.  A  Militia 
Colonel  had  said,  that  out  of  900  men,  he  had  only  got  three 
principals.  Bui  the  misfortune  was,  that  while  the  expectar 
(ion  of  ballot  was  held  out,  men  could  hardly  be  got  bjr 
recruiting — the  expectation  of  high  bounties  for  substitutes, 
iqduced  those  who  were  willing  to  enter  the  army  to  keep 
Jback  till  they  could  do  so  upon  the  most  profitable  terms 
for  themselves. 

Colond  Ellison  hoped  it  was  not  intended  to  render  this  a 
permanent  measure.  He  had  the  strongest  objections  to  the 
ballot  and  fines,  which  were  a  ^reat  local  oppression,  throw* 
ing  that  burthen  on  a  few  which  ought  to  be  borne  by  all« 
The  men,  however,  must  be  had ;  and  he  was  willing  to 
allow  this  Bill  to  pass,  in  the  expectation  that  theie  wouki  be 
no  occasion  to  have  recourse  to  the  ballot* 

Lord  Casilereaghi  adverting  to  what  had  been  stated  l>y 
a    right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Elliqt)  against  the 
present  Bill,  Vas  willing  to  allow  that  if  it  were  possible  to 
raise  24,000  men  annually  by  ordinary  recruiting,  it  would 
be  more  advisable  than  to^  have  recourse  to  a  compound  ^ 
system.    The  measure  of  Mr.  Windham,  however,  though  ' 
favoured  by  peculiar  circumstances,  only  produced  in  the 
first  year  of  its  operation  17,000  men. 
,     Mr.  Whiibread  said  ld,000. 

Lord  Castlereagh  repeated  it  bad  only  produced  IT^OOO* 
All  the  facts  relative  to  this  subject  were  submitted  to  the 
House  by  Mr.  Windham  and  himself  in  1807.  It  was  to  be 
remarked  that  at  that  period  there  were  no  less  than  54 
second  battalions  in  the  country  so  reduced,  that  it  was 
doubted  whether  they  could  possibly  be  filled  up ;  and  an 
order  was  issued,  that  if  each  battalion  did  not  raise  400 
men,  in  all  about  S0|000  men,  the  battalions  irould  be  di^- 
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tnndcdy  md  the  officers  woold  forfeit  their  rank.  ^    The 
lecniitini;  parties  were  in  conseqaence  inc|eased  from  900  to 
700.     He  dissected  the  numbed  of  men  raised  that  jear,  and 
^ttiid  that  no  fewer  were  raised  in  one  half-year  than  8000 
men  by  these  2nd  battalions.      Whatever  influence  the 
joduoements  held  out  by  Mr.  Windham  might  have  on  a 
philosophic  mind,  he  was  convinced  that  they  woald  noC 
have  much  on  the  aggregate  of  the  population,  and  he  was 
therefore  unwilling  to  forego  the  permanency  of  service  for 
any  theoretical  probabilities.    To  that  system,  however,  he 
allowed  its  full  influence,  except  in  changing  it  so  far  as  to 
allow  an  option  to  limited  or  unlimited  service;  and  sinoa 
that  time  the  recruiting  has  fallen  to  about  nearly  its  ordinarj: 
numbers*    It  had  hem  said,  why  not  raise  men  at  once  by- 
ballot  for  the  line  ?  But  to  this  it  may  be  answered,  that  tha 
Militia  glides  habits  which  prepare  men  for  entering  into  iim 
line,  and  that  it  is  the  natural  colour  of  the  mind  jot  maa 
to  prefer   in   the   first  instance  the  home  service.    He 
thought  it,  extr^ely  probable  that  the  Militia  sapemu* 
meraries,'  with  the  ordinary  means  of  supply,  might  super* 
■ede  the  necessity  of  a  ballot ;  &nd  he  thought  it  therdTom 
proper  that  something  of  this  should  appear  on  the  fiioeof 
the  Bill, to  put  an  end  to  all  speculation. 

Mr.  Whitbread  thought  the  noble  Lord  who  spoke  last 
liad  dealt  very  unfairly  by  that  great  man  now  no  more  (Mr^ 
Windham),  very  unrairly  by  the  army,  and  very  unfairly  by 
the  country.  The  system  of  recruiting  for  the  army, 
during  the  last  war  and  the  present  war,  down  to  the  period 
when  Mr.  Windham's  plan  was  proposal,  was  a  system  of 
force  and  violence.  That  plan  was  said  to  be  theoretical,  and  in 
practice  inefficient.  Luckily,  however,  for  the  country,  it  wsts 
carried  into  execution — and  its  success  exceeded  the  most  san- 
guine  expectations  of  Mr.  Windham.  The  fact  cannot  be 
contradicted,  that  in  that  particular  year  alluded  io^  the 
recruiting  for  the  army' exceeded  not  only  what  has  either 
happened  before  or  $ince,  but  was  equal  to  the  ordinary 
waste  of  the  army  in  time  of  war,  namely,  to  19,000,  while 
the  whole  number  now  proposed  to  be  raised  was  28,000. 
The  noble  Lord  was  for  reducing  the  number  raised  on  Mr. 
Windham'^  plan  to  17,000 ;  but  he  contended  that  it  was 
proved  by  Mr.  Windham  that  the  number  was  19,000  and  a 
fraction.  The  noble  Lord  next  wished  to  detract  from  its 
merits,  by  imputing  this  increase  to  a  second  operation  $ 
the  number  of^  second  battalions  in  which  the  rank  of  the 
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officers  depended  on  their  success  in  recruiting,  and  the 
number  of  recruitinc:  parties.     It  had  only  produced,  said 
the  noble  Lord,  without  these  additional  incentives,  8000  in 
six  months.     But  the  noble  Lord  oucrht  to  have  ol)served,  * 
that  the  measure  was^/as  had  been  predicted,  progressive  in 
its  operation ;  and  that  the  second  quarfer  yielded  an  in- 
crease over  the  firs^ ;    the  third  over  the  second ;    and  the 
fourth  over  the  third.     The  add'rtional  number  pfreoruitinfi^ 
parties  increased  only  the  number  of  competitors ;  but  did 
not  increase  the  abundance  of  the  market  of  recruits.    That 
plan,   however,  was  'knocked  on  the  head  at  once  by  the 
noble  Lord,  who  had  deprived  the  country  of  it  forever. 
They  were  now,  in  the  present  distressed  state  of  the  manu- 
fiictures  of  the  country,  and  when  there  was  such  a  multitude- 
of  men  in  the  market,  obliged  to  make  the  present  measure 
perpetual ;  a  measure  which  let  fall  on  the  heads  of  a  few 
that  which  ought  to  be  spread  over  the  whole  country.  The 
BQble  Lord  will  not  allow  that  men  are  inclined  to  go  at  once 
into  the  Army.     He  wbhes^one  jump  into  the  Milif  la,  and  a 
second  lump  into  (he  Regular  Army.    The  reasoning  of  the 
noble  Lord  was  here  more  childish  than  he  could  have, 
expected.     Why  were  men  unwilling  to  jump  at  once  into 
the  regular  army  ?     Because  they  well  knew»  that  by  their  ' 
double  jump  they  would  get  a  double  bounty.     This,  how- 
ever, came  home  to  the  argument  of  Mr.  Windham,  which| 
by  leading  men  from  step  to  step,  and  by  increasing  their 
remuneration  at  each,  would  have  effectually  kept  up  the 
numbers  of  the  Army,  without  such  a  grievous  burden  to 
the  Army.  He  then  adverted  to  what  had  been  said  by  Col. 
Ellison,  who,  he  said,  had  declared  that  be  would  vote  for 
the  Bill,  while  he  hoped  it  would  not  be  carried  into  effect. 
The  best  way  surely  to  prevent  its  having  effect,  would  be 
to  vote  against  it.     With  respect  to  the  ballot,  be  said  it 
was  a  grievous  burden  on  the  country.    He  called  on  every 
genUeman  who  bad  any  experience  on  the  subject,  to  sav 
if  be  had  not  met  with  numberless  instances  of  misery  which 
wrung  the  heart,  while  there  was  no  remedy  ?    It  was  pos- 
sible to  bring  forward  such  a  number  of  instances  of  misery 
occasioned  by  the  ballot,  that  he  had  no  hesitation  to  say  it 
was  as  grievous  in  its  operation  as  any  conscription  that  ever 
existed  in  the  world,     if  there  is  a  necessity,  let  your  hand 
be  laid  equally  on  all. 

Mr.  Wilbcrforce  said,  the  present  measure  shewed,  in  the 
'strongest  possible  manner,  the  danger  of  having  at  any  time 
Vol.  n— 1811.  3  U 
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ncoarseto  extfamdhuify  methods,  as  in  •  short  tiitie  tbcrjr 

came  to  make  part  of  a  general  syirtem*    MiAisiers  had  onlj ' 

to  say  so  many  men  were  wanted  for  the  rq^lar  army,  and 

the  measure  would  be  recarred  to  of  course.    B^  such  a 

jnea<iore,  all  the  improTements  in  the  army,  which  Bfr. 

SVindharo's  plan  was  calculated  to  produce,  would  never 

more  be  thought  of.    The  first  intcodnction  of  dmogbting 

from  the  Militia  ivas  on  the  occasion  of  the  expedition  to  the 

Helder,  and  it  was  then  thought  fit  to  accede  to  it  from  the 

extraordinary  circnmsfancfs  of  the  ti^ne.    Who  ooaU  tbes 

ha^re  supposed  that  it  would  beoonK;  a  general  system  ? 

AH  the  objectioni  which  yftre  then  urgect,  of  converting 

the  Militia  Officers  into  recrniting  offiosrs  for  the  Army, 

.and   of  the  insubordination    it  would  occasion    in   the 

Militia,  are  now  got  over.    They  are  now  never  thought  of. 

Nobody  would  ever  think  now  of  niging  theneoosities  of  the 

country  in  6  vonr  of  the  measaie.     His  great  objection  to 

this  measure  was,  that  it  pot  an  end  to  all  the  benefit  naturally 

to  be  expected  from  the  phn  of  Mr.  Windham,  who  had 

the  art  of  infusing  his  own  spirit  in  whatever  he  undertook* 

The  present  system  was  distressing,  and  grinding  in  the 

'  bifihest  degrfe  on  the  lower  orders. 

Jf  r.  Secretary  Rydtr  contended  that  it  was  neceBsarr,  in 
the  present  situation  of  the  country,  that  the  Array  should  be 
kept  up  to  its  greatest  and  most  efllcient  force*  tie  wished^ 
therefore,  that  gentlemen  who  opposed  the  present  Bill  would 
propose  some  substitute  for  it  which  would  be  equally 
•  effectual.  At-  the  mme  time  he  entertained  no  doubt,  firott 
past  experience,  that  there  would  be  no  necessity  for  re* 
sorting  to  the  ballot  within  the  time  mentioned  by  the 
bononrable  gentleman.  It  might  be  asked,  then  why  not 
arree  to  the  aause  p^posed  to  be  introduced  by  the  honour- 
able gentleman  (Mr.  Bankes)?—- He  would  tell  them  why. 
He  wiU  afiraid  the  introdnction  of  such  a  clause  would 
induce  persons  disposed  to  enlist,  to  suppose  that  the 
ballot  would  necessarily  take  place  at  the  end  of  two  years, 
and  would  prevent  them  from  enterin|^  till  then,  when  they 
might  expect  greater  advantages  to  ariseto  them.  As  to  the 
idea  of  disciplme  being  destroyed  by  this  measure,  this  was 
greatly  exaggerated,  and  officen  of  the  first  eminence  Ittd 
declared  that  any  r^ment  into  which  obo-seventh  of  raw 
recruits  had  been  introduced,  could  be  in  a  state  to  meet  the 
enemy  within  three  weeks.    As  to  the  phn  of  enlisting  for 
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lilpHed  service  bsiving  been  abolished,  the  faot  ms  not  so, 
but  an  option  was  allowed  of  ealistiog  fojr  limited  ur  an- 
limited  service,  and  not  one  fourth  of  those  ealiaterl  ct|ose  to 
avail  themselves  of  the  former,  though  the  diSerenje  in 
bouatjr  was  only  one  guinea,  bein^  five  guineas  for  iiaiited 
^nd  six  guineas  for  unlimited  service- 
Co/.  Bastard  contendedi  that  these  constant  leaps  which 
the  Militia  were  made  to  take,  were  calculated  to  pro* 
duce,  and  '^^  f^ct  bad  produced,  insubordination  in  the 
Militia.  It  would  be  a  great  deal  better  to  put  a^  eqd  t^ 
this  species  of  force  at  once. 

CoL  Wood  maintained,  that  if  the  Militia  Officer^  them- 
fldves  <;|bo6e,  there  was  not  a  single  regiment  for  which  the 
full  complement  might  not  i)e  ^i^  by  beat  of  drum. 

The  Amendments  were  then  read  and  agreed  to.  Several 
liew  clauses  wei'e  brooght  up  by  Mr.  RydcTi  which  were 
also  agipeed  to. 

FKBB  LABOVaERS  TN  THE  WEST  IK9tBS. 

Mr*  Barkam  fixed  his  motion  relative  to  the  intro* 
duction  of  Free  JLabourers  into  the  West-India  Isfauids,  for 
Thursday. 

aUI^FLY,  OBDN AWOB,  &e.  ESTIMATES,  AND  BAtTI.8 

OF'BARROSA. 

The  House  having  gone  into  a  Committee  of  Supply, 
jtfr.  Ashley  Cooprr  proceeded  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  to  the  Ordnance  Estimates  for  the  present  year.  ^ 
The  Ordinaries  were  considerably  greater  than  they  were  last 
year,  arising  principally  from  the  transfer  to  tbb  head  of 
service  of  several  articles  from  the  Extraordinaries,  particu* 
larly  the  artillery  drivers,  waggon  train,  ftc.      He  bad. 
endeavoured  as  much  as  possible  to  follow  a  similar  plan  to 
that  adopted  in  the  Army  Estimates,  as  beine  the  most  likely 
io  make  his  statement  intelligible  to  gentlemen  who  bad 
been  accustomed  to  attend  to  the  Army  Estimates.    As  the 
JBstimatesy  however,  were  so  transposed,  it  would  not  be 
necessary  for  him  to  compare  them  with  the  Estimates  of 
last  year.    He  should  only  say,  in  general,  thal-lhey  were 
£00,000/.  more  than  those  of  last  year.     This  arose  par* 
ticularly  from  the  article  of  prize*money,  amounting  to 
170,000?.— Foiegn  Service  200,000/.— and  an  adJirion  of 
thirteen  thousand  roeuy  amounting  to  40»000/.    There  was 
^ly  one  new  artiple  in  the  extraordiparies  which  it  would  be 
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necessary  for  him  to  mention,  beinjzr  for  ma^zines  50,000/ 
There  iir^re  at  present  various  floating  magazines  employed 
in  the  keeping  of  ponder,  but  they  were  found  neither  to 
be  so  safe  nor  so  useful  as  magazines  on  shore.  I'he  floating 
magazines,  besides  being  dangerous,  were  apt  to  render  the 
powder  damp  after  it  had  been  for  any  considerable  time  oa 
board.  In  providing  sufficient  magazines  for  this  purpose 
on  shore,  an  additional  expence  must  in  the  mean  time  be' 
incurred  ;  but,  in  the  long  run,  if  to  be  permanently  fol* 
Ibwed»  It  would  produce  a  saving.  He  had  seen  a  calcula- 
tion of  the  expence  of  one  of  the  floating  magazines,  amonnt- 
iiig  to  9,000?.  and  which  contained  S500  barrels.  A  per- 
manent magazine  on  shore,  which  would  contain  10,000 
ba:r  Is,  it  was  calculated  would  cost  15,000/.  The  expence 
of  floating  magazines  capable  of  containing  the  same  quantity 
of  powder,  would  amount  to  S8,000/.  so  that  it  must  be 
obvious,  that,  besides  the  disadvantage  attending  magazines 
afloat,  those  on  sliore  would  be  infinitely  less  ex  pensive.  He 
should  not  detail  any  of  the  other  articles  in  these  Estimafest 
but  should  be  happy  to  give  any  explanation  relative  to 
any  of  them,  which  gentlemen  might  please  to  desire.  He 
concluded  by  moving,  that  the  sum  of  S,412,21 1/,  i  1^.  lOd. 
be  granted  to  his  Majesty,  to  defray  the  expence  of  ord- 
nance for  his  Majesty's  land  forces  for  the  present  year.  - 

Mr.  Ward  said,  that  he  was  anxious  to  take  that  oppor- 
tunity of  saying  a  very  few  words  upon  a  subject,  yielding 
to  no  other  in  public  interest,  and  which  the  nature  of  the 
xesoIutJQn  now  before  them  brought  fairly  within  their  con- 
sideration. He  alluded  to  the  late  brilliant  action  fought 
upon  the  heights  of  Barrosa. — In  the  debate  upon  the  pro- 
position of  thanks  to  General  Graham,  he  was  unwilling  to 
divert  for  a  moment  the  tide  of  eulogium  that  was  flowing  ia 
from  all  quarters  upon  the  distinguished  merits  of  that  day, 
by  introducing  any  other  subject  than  that  of  the  British 
General  and  his  British  army;  but  novf  that  they  may 
)iavc  I)een  supposed  to  have  looked  at  the  other  circumstances 
of  that  memorablie  day,  he  might  be  allowed  to  ask  for  some 
explanation  of,  or  if  that  could  not  be  given,  to  express  hi^ 
!deep  regret  at  the  unfortunate  and  deplorable  misconduct  of 
their  allies  in  the  battle  of  Barrosa.  (Hear  I  hear !)  Of 
that  conduct  it  >vould  b^  idle  to  affect  to  speak  in  doubtful 
terms  :  it  unfortunately  wore  but  too  decisive  a  character, 
and  was  known,  talked  of.  and  reprobated  with  equal  indig. 
natioa  by  all  parties  throughout  the  country.     General 


Graham  bad  not,  to  be  sore,  spoken  of  that  misconduct  in 

the  terms  ^hich  itappeared  to  have  deserved ;  bat  i¥hen  the 

cdelicacj  of  tfae^ituation  in  )vhich  he  stood,  and  of  the  duty 

he  had  t<^diseharge,  were  c^sidered,  his  forbearance  would 

rbe  attributed  to  that  wise  discretion  in  which  such  miiidd 

were  seldom  found  to  be  deficient.     But  though  General 

Graham  had,  for  obvious  reasons,  forborne  to  complain,  jet 

•the  conclusions  to  be  drawn  from  his  silence  must  speak  in  a 

language  too  emphatic  for  a  moment  to  be  misunderstood. 

Tiiej  were  not  to  be  told   how  General  Graham  and  his 

armj  fought-^neither  need  they  be  reminded  in  whose  ca4i!« 

that  army  had  prevailed  over  a  much  superior  force.     But 

VT'ds  it  to  be  endiired,  while  the  British  troops  were  per* 

•forming  prodigies  of  valour  in  an  unequal  contest,  that  those 

allies,  for  whose  independence  they  were  fighting,  shoukl 

stand  by,,  the  cold-bloodec|  spectators  of  dmls^  the  bare 

recital  of  which  should  have  been  enough  to  warm  every 

-man  of  them  into  a  hero  i — {Hear  I  hear !)— If,  indeed^ 

.they  had  been  so*  many  mercenaries,  and  had  been  hired  to 

fight  for  a  foreign  power  and  in  behalf  of  a  foreign  cause  ;— 

if  they  had  been  so  many  Swiss,  or  Condolteri,  in  that  case 

their  breach  of  duty,  however  culpable,  would  have  been  less 

unaccountable,  and  perhaps    more   excusable;    but  here, 

where  they  were  allies,  bound  to  this  country  in  obligations, 

greater  than  ever  before  one  nation  owed  another — our  brave 

men  lavishing  those  lives  which  their  country  had  so  much 

better  right  to  claim,  in  defence  of  that  cause  in  which  those 

allies  w^re  principals^— in  such  a  case,  tamely  to  look  on 

while  the  contest  betweeen  numbers  and  bravery  hung  in 

doubtful  issue,  this  did  appear  to  him  to  betray  an  indif- 

feredccj  ati'  apathy,  which,  if  be  could  suppose  it  to  prevail 

among  the  Spaniards,  must  render,  in  hb  qpind,  the  canse  of 

Spanish   Independence  altogether  hopeless*      {Here  Mr. 

Percecal  betrayed  some  st^mptoms  of  disapprobation).    He 

did  not  presume  that  such  was  the  general  sentiment  in 

Spain ;  but  sure  he  was,  that  what  he  had  stated,  3s  to  the 

conduct  of  the  Spaniards  in  the  action  of  Barrosa,  was  the 

prevalent  sentiment  in  the  pqblic  mind ;   if  that  sentiment 

had  been  adopted  upon  false  grounds,  what  he  had  said  then 

would  have  this  good  effect,  if  it  had  no  other,  of  giving  th« 

right  honourable  gentleman  an  opportunity  of  setting  the 

public  right  in  that  respedt*     B6t  to  put  it  as  a  question  of 

policy,  and  not  of  gratitude,  he  should  wish  to  kiiow  from 

those  gentlemen  who  thought  all  along  with  Minister 
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njfom  tb«  ^veslion  of  Ihe  Spukh  mir,  wiMiher  tbcy  g«n»> 
tiaiiMl  to  bopr  ffir  tlie  ocmltal  co"opfialioB  of tbeSpaoiBids  ? 
At  Barroflft  tDfy  weieon  Spanish  grottiid— tis  thr  spot  whne 
th^  niii:ht  hft  ve  won  the  rocoe  of  their  wives  and  chiUiteft 
from  the  bonds  of  a  licentious  ^ntmj*  When  or  where 
could  tbejr  ha?e  had  stronger  motives  to  behave  like  mes  f 
And  if  ihej  hun^  back  in  such  a  mooieBl,  at  what  other 
coaki  thev  be  relied  on  ?  Gi*ntIeoiea  would  not,  be  pr»> 
Sttmfdy  talk  of  anj  prospect  of  success  wilbuot  the  co-opera- 
lion  of  the  Spaniards  themselves*  Thejr  woaM  not  talk  of 
this  country  conquering  France  in  Spaiiiy  in  spitr  of  Spiin 
herself.  He  did  o«it  wihh  to  libel  Spain  (Hear^  kear^Jram 
Miniitfen).  He  repealed  that  he  did  not*  It  was  not  of 
Spain  as  a  peupk,  but  of  Siiain  asagovemment  becooi- 
plained.  He  was  not  so  bliou  to  history,  or  the  lessons  it 
aflbrds^  as  to  suppose  a  people  who  had  produced  a  Pisarro, 
a  Gonmlvoi  a  Duke  of  Parma^  Alv<t,  or  a  Berri,  oould 
voluntarily  submit  to  be  slaves  ;  but  their  misfortunes  weie 
to  be  traoi^  to  their  governmeiii— h  bad  civil  govemncat, 
and  a  bad  religious  government,  have  been  doing  their  bad 
work.  Fir^t,  webeard  of  Juntas-Juntas  without  number— 
ihen  we  had  Provisional  Juntas,  which  we  were  told  wece 
to  do  wonders.  They,  however,  gave  way  to  ihe  Central 
Juntas,  and  left  the  wonders  to  oe  done  by  them.  And 
,  lastly  came  the  Cortes,  as  useless*  inefficacious,  and  tfoiibl»> 
*  aome  as  any  of  its  prcdeoessors,  if  not  more  so.  Thejr 
began  by  fulminating  an  ostentatious  decree  against  sonae 
French  i^otfls— excluding  a  few  French  words  from  their 
Iftn^uage,  while  300,000  Fienchmeo  were  in  posarssionof 
~  tbeu  country -^^and  finally  succeeding  in  driving  from  Spain 
•ne  of  lier  mobt  aealous,  faithful  and  active  wdherents,  the 
late  Duke  of  Albuquerque.  After  aome  other  observations, 
the  honouvable  gentleman  concluded  by  asking*  if  it  was  to 
be  endured,  that  such  a  man  as  General  Uraham  and  bisarmy 
were  to  be  aabjcct  to  the  command  of  such  a  man  as  La 
Feaa  had  shewn  himself  to  be  ?*-<//<;ar.,  Aaar  I)— What  did 
that  Officer  meaa  when  he  ordered  the  jaded  troops  of 
General  Graham,  jaded  from  the  double  toil  of  a  long  march 
and  a  hard-iought  victory,  to  push  their  success  and  raise 
the  siege  of  Cadis  i  V\  here  were  bis  own  soktieiB  i  or  was 
tlie  command  issued  sarcastically  ?  He  vras  aware  that  thsK 
were  delicate  points,  and  that  ih  a  country  where  they  ap* 
.  pearad  as  an  ally,  they  must  be  cautious  how  they  woaki  laj 
claim  to  any  ds^icfor  exclusive  command;  but  there  amst 


be  a  limit  to  that  delioicj,  it  must  not  carry  them  b^jrood 
all  oofMideratiofi  of  their  own  army.  He  ^oald  rather  rtifi 
the  risk  of  offending  the  Spaniards,  than  flacrifice  snck  an 
army  as  that  commanded  by  General  Graham.  Tbiicountry, 
in  her  proudest  days,  couid  ill  spare  such  an  army-^ita 
safety  should  not  be  risked  upon  punctilio  to  those  utrho  "did 
not  seem  to  know  how  to  estimate  its  Value ;  besides  they 
were  not  warranted  in  countinif  upon  precisely  the  same 
glorious  results  in  therecufrenceofdmilar  circumstances. 
A  very  tittle  more  adtrantageon  the  part  of  the  enemy  mi^ht 
have  turned  the  s<dle  even  against  the  same  portioa<of  skilly 
discipline^  and  intrepidity— numbers  on  the  part  of  disci- 
plined troops  were  a  formidable  advantage^  against  which 
no  skill  or  courage  could  calculate  with  -certainty.  He 
thought  it  necessary  to  make  those  few  observations  upon  a 
Ktibject  which  he  thought  of  all  others  called  for  explamu* 
tion.  He  took  that  opportunity  in  preference  to  that  offered 
him  in  the  debate  on  the  question  of  thanks,  for  the  reasons 
lie  had  already  stated* 

Mr,  P#rce«ir/ admitted  those  reasons  to  be  satisfactory.  He 
agreed  with  the  honourable  gentleman  as  to  the  propriety  of 
forbearance  from  any  discussion  upon  the  late  vote  of  thanks, 
which  could  have  had  a  tendency  to  interrupt  the  unanimity 
nrhicb  was  so  desirable  upon  such  an  occfusion  ;  at  the  same 
time  he  thought  that  it  would  be  unfair  that  such  a  forbear* 
ance  should  preclude  any  honourable  gentleman  from  ex^ 
pressing  his  sentiments  upon  all  the  circumstances  at  any 
future  occasion  that  offered  itself.  Having  said  this  much  as 
to  the  points  in  which  he  concurred  with  that  honourable 
gentleman,  he  next  proceeded  to  observe  upon  those  in 
which  be  very  materiallv  differed  from  him. — And  first, /i^ 
was  by  no  means  sure  tnat  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
grouiKls  to  bear  him  out  in  the  assertions  he  had  so  loosely 
made — he  rather  thought  that  that  honourable  gentleman 
bad  expressed  himself  much  more  strongly  than  any 
materials  with  which  he  may  have  been  furnished  could 
possibly  justify.— (fife^''*'  Afur!^— If  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman had  contented  himself  with  expressing  his  regret 
that  the  Spaniards  did  not  appear  to  have  taken  a  more  for-« 
ward  part  in  the  action  of  that  day,  and  signifying  his  wjsU 
lor  more  satisfactory  explanation  upon  that  subject ;  if  he 
had  done  this,  he  conlo  have  done  nothing  in  which  he 
would  not  have  been  fully  warranted  by  circumstttnces ; 
but  when  he  thought  proper,  uninformed  as  he  must  be 
tipon  the  subject,  to  take  upoa  himself  to  describe  ali  the 
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Spaniards  as  the  colMhodid  ipeeMors  of  the  fight  of  Bar- 
rosa,  lie  (Mr.  P.)coaid  not  help  think  it  an  not  a  generous 
nor  a  fair  aocicipattoQ  of  that  judgment  which  was  yet  to 
be  pronounced  upon  persons  who  were  then  upon  their  trial. 
Did  General  Graham  fHearf  hear!  from  Meveral  Members} 
—Gentleaien  cried  H^^i't  hear!  before  they  knew  what, 
thej  were  to  hear  (a  laugh).  Did  General  urahaoa  give 
the  least  foundation  for  stigmnii^ng  all  the  Spaniards  as 
cold-blooded  sp  ctators  ?  or  did  he  not  rather  state  the  re- 
verse of  this  ?  the  very  reverse  of  what  alone  ct>uld  justify 
the  sirons  language  made  use  of  by  the  honourable  uentie*- 
man  ?  What  were  the  wbnU  of  General  Graham  ?  He  says 
-^'^The  exhausted  state  of  the  troops  made  pursuit  impossi- 
ble. A  position  was  taken  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  hili  ; 
and  we  were  srengtliencd  on  our  right  by  the  return  of  the 
two  Spanish  battalions/* 

Air.  Word—"  Return !  by  the  return  r 

Mr.  Percroal^^'^  Well,  then>  to  read  it  with  all  the 
emphasis  the  honourable  gentleman  thinks  necessary—'*  by 
the  return  (a  laugh)  of  the  two  Spanish  battalions  that  bad 
been  attached  belbre  to  my  division*  but  which  I  had  left 
on  the  hill,  and  which  bad  been  ordered  to  retire/'  {Hearl 
hear  !  from  the  Opposition.)  But  did  gentlemen  forget  what 
followed  ?  The  next  paragraph  of  the  dispatch  stated,  that 
^^  these  battalions  made  every  effort  to  come  back  in  time, 
when  it  was  known  that  we  were  engaged/'  Now,  without 
inquiring  into  the  propriety  of  the  order  that  made  those 
two  battalions  retire  from  the  hill,  he  asked  if  there  was  anj 
thing  in  the  dispatch  of  General  Graham  to  subject  them 
at  least  to  the  charge  of  being  the  cold-blooded  spectatois  ) 
Was  it  then  cither  just  or  generous  towards  the  men  of 
these  two  battalions,  to  call  them  by  such  opprobrious  terms? 
lie  should  not  enter  into  that  part  of  the  speech  of  the 
honourable  gentleman  which  related  to  the  conduct  of  the 
Spanish  war  by  (he  Spanish  people.  He  would  merely 
state,  that,  notwithstanding  all  the  prognostications  of  gentle** 
men  opposite,  iliey  hud  still  succeeded  in  keeping  tbeir 
country  unsulxlued  by  Fmiice^^  and  he  repeated  his  opinion » 
that,  considering  the  difiicultiesunc(er  which  they  laboured, 
they  had  done  wonders. 

mr,  Whilbread  should  have  been  glad  to  have  joined  ia 
the  general  expression  of  exultation  called  forth  by  the 
victory  of  Barrosa  in  a  recent  debate.  He  should  have  been 
glad  to  have  added  to  the  general  tribute  his  mile,  in  ap» 
pluuse  of  the  heroism  of  that  day,  aud  to,  have  done  himself 
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'  -the  honour  of  claimin.^  the  hfero  of  that  day  as  his  much 
valued  friend,  this  he  should  have  been  glad  to  have  done,  if 
he  could  have  had  sufficient  control  orer  himself  to  pre- 
vent him  from  doing  more;  but  he  was  apprehensive  that  he 
could  not  have  abstained  from  speaking  of  the  conduct  of 
the  Spaniards.      The   right   honourable   gentleman    had 
spoken  like  the  advocate  of  the  Spaniards;    they  must 
be  defended   at    all  eveuts-r-no   ihatter  how!     And   yet 
what  was  it  that  was  attempted  to  be  defended?  The  English  ^ 
army  was  on  the  point  of  being  sacrificed — the  Spaniards 
were  in  sight  of  them,  within  twenty  minutes  quick  march  » 
of  them !  and  yet  what  did  they  ?   What  were  they  }  Why, 
just  what  they  had  been  described  by  bis  honoirrable  frien4 
—^old-blooded  spectators  of  the  battle!     Was  this  doing 
their  duty  to  themselves  or  to  their  braVe  allies  ?     It  was  not 
easy  to  speak  upon  it  without  giving  way  to  indignation; 
and  after  coldly  witnessing  a  band  of  heroes  fighting  and 
^jing  for  their  cause,  General  La  Pcna  tells  our  small  army, 
exhausted  with  its  unparalleled  victory  over  numf)ers,  that, 
ibrsooth,  now  was  the  time  to  push  its  snccess^What  did    ' 
this  redoubted  Greneral  mean  ?     Was  it  insult,  or  treachery, 
or  cowardice,  each,  or  all?    He  (Mr.  Whitbread)  did  not 
mean  to  complain  of  the  Spanish  people,  but  of  their  officers. 
He  should  be  sorrv  to  say  anv  thing  so  severe  of  that  army, 
as  that  every  solaier  there  ^It  as  their  General  did. ,  He, 
only  wished  that  the  Spanish  soldiers  were  put  under  the 

..command  of  British  officers,  as  the  Portuguese  were,  and 
lie  had  no  doubt  that  they  would  behave  as  the  Portuguese 
had  behaved.      He^  placed  himself  upon  the  silence  of 

,  General  Graham,  and  let  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
dislodge  him  from  that  ground  if  he  could;  while  that 
silence  remained  as  it  did,  he  should  ever  think  of  Barrosa 
as  a  day  memorable  fqr  the  glory  of  the  Britons,  and  not 
less  memomble  for  the  infamy  of  the  Spaniards  I  Was  it  to^ 
be  endured,  that  our  brave  fellows  should  be  so  basely 
deserted,  after  an  excessive  night  march,  the  moment  th^ 
entered  the  field,  against  a  foe  always  formidable  from  dis* 
cipline,  and  then  doubly  so  from  numbers  i  Why  were  the 
two  battalions,  concerning  which  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman vapoured  so  much,  why  were  they  withdrawn  from 
the  heights  of  Barrosa  ?  why  was  their  position  abandoned 
precipitately  to  the  French  ?  Who  gave  tlib  order,  but  a 
Spanish  Officer  ?  What !  should  not  ibis  escite  a  jenlou.«iy  ? 
Is  this  the  first  time  a  Spanish  anViy  have  been  cold-blooded 
Vol.  II.— 1811.  3X 
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specfatofs  of  Britkh  herokm  ?  -  Did  they  want  this  to  re* 
mind  them  of  the  statriv  indifference  shewn  by  Cuesta  in  the 
battle  of Talavera?  Was  all  sound  in  Cadis?  Wks  there 
no  French  party  there  i  Were  British  armies  never  before 
betrayed  till  the  battle  of  Barrosa  i  He  said  betrayed,  for  it 
was  nothing  less  :  the  two  battalions  never  came  up  till  our 
army  had  repulsed  the  French,  beat  them  off",  and  was  ia 
hot  pursuit  of  them  as  hsi  as  our  army  could  pursue,  as 
last  as  their  exhausted  limbs  could  carry  their  noble  hearts! 
Then  what  have  been  our  allies?-— At  "talavera  nothing— at 
Barrosa  nothing — or  rather,  at  both,  ^rhaps  worse  than 
nothing :  the  historv  of  Barrosa  was  not  yet  told — a  mystery 
hung  about  it.  Tne  allied  force  sailed  from  Cadiz— the 
British  fought— -the  Spaniards  looked  on.  The  British  con* 
quered ;  and  ^et  the  siege  was  not  raised. — Again  he  asked, 
wasall  sound  ui  Cadiz  ?  Was  it  true  that  General  Grraham  had 
been  obstructed  and  foiled  in  all  his  plans— that  in  the  midst 
of  the  fight,  while  the  British  troops  weredoing  feats  which, 
perhaps,  British  troops  alone  could  do,  their  allies  were  doing 
'what,  ne  hoped,  such  men  alone  were  capable  o&^plunda^ 
leg  the  British  baggage  ?— Was  this  true?  It  was  not  the 
Spanish  people  he  complained  of;  he  save  them  eveij 
credit,  but  lie  gave  their  leaders  none,  if  all  this  was  so, 
'  or  nearly  so,  .were  the  British  armies  to  be  risked  so  worth* 
lessiy  ? — Were  they  to  be  abandoned  to  treachery  or 
cowardice?  For  either  or -both  must  have originatea  the 
unnatural,  ungrateful,  and  infamous  treatment  they  had  met 
with. 

General  Tarktofi  went  into  considerable  detail,  and  in- 
ferred that  there  must  have  been  treachery  on  the  part  of  the 
Spanish  Comn^anders. 

Mr.  R.  Welleslej/  observed  that  it  had  once  been  con- 
sidered by  the  honourable  gentleman  opposite,  to  be  im- 
politic in  thiscouAtry  to  make  itself  a  principal  in  the  war 
on  the  Peninsula,  but  now  it  was  held  to  be  impolitic  even 
to  act  as  an  auxiliary.— The  honourable  General  had  said 
the  cavalrv  of  the  Spanish  force  was  inactive  in  the  engage- 
ment of  Barrosa ;  but  this  was  inconsistent  wilfa  the  state- 
ment in  General  Graham's  dispatch,  which  described  Genefal 
Wbittingham  to  have  gained  considerable  success  at  their 
head,  while  another  corps  defended  the  >  tele  du  p(mt. 
The  honourable  gehtleman  (Mr.  Whitbread)  had  spoken 
much  of  the  corruption  of  the  Spanish  Government,  but 
it  ought  not  to  be  forgotten  that  they  had  espoused  tht 
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pripcipks  of  liberty,  ^and  fostered  the  general  aldoar  of  tha  , 
country. 

Mr.  Ward  explained,  and  a  converBation  of  some  length 
followed  between  Mr.  Perceval  and  Mr.  Whitbread  as  to  the 
influence  of  the  Regency  in  the  Cortes. 

Mr*  Bankes  commended  the  correctness  and  accuracy  of 
the  Ordnance  Estimates^ '.  but  would  reserve  his  remarks  for 
the  report. 

Mr*   Wharton  then  moved  the  sums  contained  in  the 
Estimates  of  the  Commissariat  Department,  which,  after  some  . 
ohervation  from  Mr*  Whitbrkad,  Mr.  Huskisson,  and  Mr. 
W.  Smith,  were  voted. 

The  sum  of  1 ,600,000/.  was  granted  to  pay  the  intere^  of 
Exchequer-bills. 

The  Colonial  Estimates  were  postponed  to  Wt^oesdaj. ' 


HOUSE    OF  LORDS.     . 

TUBSDAV,    AFBIL  3. 
BANBURY   PXCRAGB. 

Tn  the  Committee  of  Privileges  on  the  Banbury  Peerage^ 
Lord  Erskine,  in  an  eloquent  and  learned  speech,  replied  to 
the  arenments  of  the  Lord  Chancellor,  Lord  Redc^ate,  and 
Lord  Ellenborongh,  delivered  oh  fornier  days.  He  began 
by  highly  comj)limenting  the  capacity  and.  learning  of  his 
noble  and  learnt  friends;  b'nt  he  had  not  been  convinced  by 
tbeir  reasoning. .  They  had  contended  that  the  probability  or 
ittprobability  of  the  legitimacy  of  the  ancestor  ofthe  claim- 
ant, wa&  to  be  the  question  for  decision.  In  this  he  differed 
from  them,  contending  that,  by  the  civil,  canon,  and  qommoa 
laws,  legitimacy  was  to  be  presumed  till  the  contrary  was 
proved.  With  a  view  to  secure  the  advantages  resulting  from 
the  institution  of  marriage,  it  was  necessary  &at  the  presump- 
tion pf  law  should  be  in  favour  of  legitimacy.  If  two  horses  be 
longing  to  different  persons  had  the  sole  access  tp  a  mare,  the' 
property  of  the  colt  might  be  decided  upon  probabilities 
of  shape,  colour,  and  other  marks.  But  this  rule  would  not 
apply  to  the  human  race,  especiidly  in  a  country  like  thif» 
where  there  was  no  such  thing  as  the  guards  and  con- 
finement of  eastern  countries^   Xegitimacy  was  to  be  pre* 
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tttinied ;  and  it  could  only  be  disproyed  in  two  wft^B,  either  by 
shewing  tbat  the  husband  was  under  a  natural  disability  or 
impotent,  or  oj  proving  that  he  had  no  access ;  and  these 
points  were  to  be  proved  like  any  other  fiicts.  It  had  once 
been  imagined,  that  if  the  busbohd  was  within  the  four  seas, 
the  child  would  be  legitimate,  but  this  had  been  exploded. 
It  had  never,  indeed*  been  a  confirmed  rnleof  law.  It  was 
sufficient  to  prove  that  the  husband  had  no  access..  Even 
the  cnses  that  had  been  cited  to  shew  that  the  probability  or 
improbability  was  the  question,  proved,  when  closely  exa- 
mined, that,  access  or  no  access  had  been  the  rea]  point  in 
issue.  As  to  the  objection  of  age,  it  weighed  nothhig  inlhe 
scale;  there  werf  three  Peers  in  that  House  who  derivecl  their 
descent  from  Sir  Stephen  Fox,  who  had  twins  bom  to  him 
by  a  wifeof  unimpeaclied  virtue,  when  he  wris  of  the  age 'of 
seventy-nine  or  eighty  •  *  Instances  of  a  similnr  nature  were 
'  numerous;  and  tliere  was  no  ground  whatever  for  presuming, 
that  because  the  Earl  of  Banbury  was  seventy  years  of  agCt 
that  therefore  the  child  was  not  his.  His  Lordship  took 
a  review  of  (he  evidence  as*deliyered  in  the  Committee  of 
Privileges  soon  after  the  Restoration,  and  contended  that 
there  was  no  proof  whatever  of  the  non-access  of  the  £arl  of 
Banbury  to  the  Countess,  and  therefore,  that  the  presiiropfion 
of  law  must  be,  that  tlie  child  of  the  Countess,  under  whom 
the  present  claimant  claimed,  was  the  40a  of  the  Earl  of 
Banbury. 

Earl  Stanhope  moved  to  postpone  the  further  proceeding 
in  this  case  till  Monday,  which,  after  some  conversation  be- 
tween the  Duke  of  Norfolk,,  the  Lord  Chancdlor,  aod  Loid 
EUeuborough,  was  agreed  to*— Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

TUESDAY,   APRIL  2* 

WESTEUM  PlSHKirr. 

Mr.  Herbert y  of  Kerry ^  moved  the  postponement  of  the 
second  reading  of  the  Western  Fishery  Bill,  till  Wednesday, 
fi4tb  of  Apfil,  which  was  n^atived. 

The  House  then  proceeded  upon  the  motion^  that  the  BtU 
be  now  read  a  second  ttme» 

Mr.  Rose  supported  it,  and  strongly  contended  that  the 
Fishery  should  he  taken  npon  a  great  scale,  when  the  Dutch 
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bad  beee  drirtn  from  it,  and  the  whole  competition  done 
away.  It  was  a  matter  of  the  highest  public  importance. 
The  Dutch  had  employed  upwards  of  100,000  hands  in  this 
business. 

Mr^  CAIcraft. — The  right  honourable  gentleman's  argu- 
ment might,  perhaji^,  have  been  good  for  somsthin^Ty  had 
not  the  foreign  market  been  shut  against  us,  while  this 
country  was  glutted  with  fish  supplied  by  private  fishers. 
Such  a  Gompanyv  as  this  would  do  nothing  else  than  ruin  all 
the  private 'fishers  first,  and  itself  afterwards.  He  was  an* 
enemy  ia  principle  to  these  Joint-Stock  Companies,  which 
were  never,  except  in  very  peculiar  circumstances,  preferable 
to  individual  enterprizc.  This  was,  .besides,  one  out  of  a  series 
of  projects  of  the  same  kind,  brought  forward  at  the  same 
time.  It  ought  at  aiiy  rate  to  be  put  off.  till  the  next 
session* 

Mr.  D,  Giddy  admitted  it  was  highly  ptoper  to  encourage 
the  Fisheries ;  but  if  we  had  driven  the  enemy  from  the  sea, 
he  bad  driven  us  from  the  land — Where  then  was  the  market 
for  the  fish,  there  being  already  enough  for  the  home  de« 
roand  ? — These  Joint  Stock  Companies  were  nqttobe  en- 
courage^].  Mach  more  benefit  to  the  individuals  and  the 
public  was  to  be  expected  from  tlie  frugal  exertions  of 
private  persons,  from  their  better  management,  their  more 
immediate  interest,  and  greater  care,  than  from  the  pnxligal 
and  wasteful  expenditure  of  great  companies.  The  fisheries 
of  Scotland,  of  Cornwall,  of  Newfoundland,  were  carried  on 
without  such  companies*  Nothing  could  indeed  be  more 
destructive  to  the  fisheries  than  this.  The  fish  could  not  be 
sold,  and  the  effect  would  be  to  ruin  the  individuals  who 
had  already  embarked  their  capital  in  the  business.  The 
Fisheries  would  by  this  means  be  completely  «paralized  at 
the  mpment  when  the  opening  of  foreign  markets  might 
render  it  of  the  greatest  b(*i»pfit.  He  therefore  liad  no 
hesitation  in  giving  his  decided  negative  to  tire  Bill. 

Mr.  Marry att  tbllowed  on  the  same  side,  and  mentioned 

the  failure   of  former  schemes  of  this  ^kind.     The  Com- 

panies  had  first  ruined  the  private  fi>hers  and  then  them* 

sqlves^  their  busses  tieing  seen  rotting  on  various  parts  of  the 

^coast. 

Mr.  U'arvet/  understood  that  one  part  of  the  plan  wn*;  to 

fet  Dutchmen  to  teach  the  best' method  of  curing  the  fi.sh. 
'hat  expedient  had  been  already  trie{l  in  a  few  instances,  aj^d 
these  men  having  acquired  a  knowledge  of  our  coast,  were 
pUoti  on  board  the  enemy's  ships. 
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The  quntioo  was  then  pat,  and  the  Bill  tliwvii  oak  wilii* 
oota 


irEXFOftD.--CASE  Of'  COL.  ALCOCK. 

*  — 

Mr.  Ti^ke  stated,  that  he  held  in  his  hand  a  Petitkni 
from  certain  Freeholders  of  the  county  of  Wexford,  pnijing 
for  a  new  writ  for  the  election  of  a  member  for  that  countj, 
in  the  room  of  Colonel  Coogreve  Alcock.— This  was  a 
melancholj  case,  and  the  freeholders  had  taken  care  to 
avoid  any  appearance  of  indecorous  precipitation.  The 
petition  stated,  that  one  of  tlieir  representatives.  Colonel 
Alcock,  was  deranged — that  a  commission  of  lunacy  had 
been  sued  out,  and  their  verdict  was,  tliat  Colonel  Congreve 
Alcock  was  of  unsound  mind — had  become  so  on  the  7th  of 
November,  1809,  and  that  there  was  no  reasonable  hope 
of  hb  recovery.  £very  thing  then  had  been  done  slowly 
and  deliberately^there  was  no  di&rence  of  opinion  as  to 
the  fact,  and  the  physicians  mi^ht  be  examined  at  the  bar. 
There  was  only  one  case  in  the  Joumals^nalogous  to  this—* 
it  happened  in  the  9th  ot  Elizabeth,  1^66.  It  appeared 
that  in  that  case  a  warniht  for  a  new  writ  had  been  obtained 
for  a  borough  in  Cornwall,  one  of  the  members  being  re- 
ported to  be  a  lunatic.  Whetli^r  the  Report  was  by  a 
single  member  or  a  Committee,  did  not  appear.  There  were 
stronger  precedents,  however,  though  not  exactly  of  thia 
kind.  New  writs  had  been  issued  on  the  sickness  of  mem- 
bers, but  there  were  also  contrary  precedents  on  that  head. 
There  was  nothing,  however,  to  contradict  the  precedent  of 
a  new  writ  in  the  case  of  lunacy.  He  would  move  that  tho 
petition  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  Privileges. 

Mr.  Perceval  did  not  oppose  the  motion,  but  hcggti  it 
might  not  be  understood  that  he  was  pledged  to  agree  to  the 
issuing  of  the  writ,  even  though  toe  Committee  should 
report  these  allegations  to  be  true.  It  was  contrary  to  the 
modern  practice  to  allow  new  writs  in  cases  of  sickness  or 
temporary  infirmity.  How  far  lunacy  might  make  a  dif- 
ference, would  be  a  question  to  be  hereafter  considered. 

The  petition  was  then  brought  up,  read,  and  ordered  to 
be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  Privileges-^the  Committee  to 
sit  to-morrow. 

MA1L*C0  ACRES. — TOLLS. 

Lord  Binning  Tosey  pursuant  to  noticCj  to  move  for  m 
Committee  to  examine  into  the  expediency  of  continuing 
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to  mail-coaches  the  exemption  from  tolls.  This  exemption 
was  severelj  felt  by  all  parts  of  the  kingdom,  but  partictt- 
latiy  in  Scotland,  Wales,  and  the  Northern  English  coun* 
ti^.    Some  counties  of  Scotland  had  been  forced  to  incur 

great  debts  for  the  reoair  of  the  roads,  in  consequence  of 
lis  exem'ption — aiid  the  whole  of  Scotland  lost  about 
7,000/.  annually.  The  revenue  derived  from  these  coaches, 
indeed,  was  considerable;  but  the  burthen  was  severer  on 
the  counties  than  the  advantage  to  the  revenue  would  war- 
rant.    The  advantage  of  the  mail-coaches  was  particularly 
experienced  by  the  mercantile  jnterest,  who  ought  to  bear 
their  share  of  the  burthen.     He  hinted  that  the  loss  of  revc'- 
.  nue  might  be  made  up  by  a  duty  on  the  coaches,  which 
were  a  very  profitable  concern.     At  all  events  it  was  a  sub- 
ject yrell  worthy  of  examination.     The  case  of  Govern- 
ment stores  and  baggage  was  not  at  all  similar;  for  they^ 
were  exempted  from  the  beginning,  while   mail-coaches 
were  only  exempted  after  the  debts  on  most  of  the  turnpike 
roads  had  been  contracted.     It  tvas  said  that  the  mail-coach 
system  had  subsisted  for  twenty-five  years,  and  no  com- 
plainthad  eVer  been  o^ade.    The  duration  oF  an  evil  with- 
out complaint  was  no  argument  against  its  being  redressed; 
but  complaints  had  often  been  made.     At  the  first  passing 
of  the  Act,  it  was  impassible  to  foresee  the  extent  to  which 
the  mail-coach  system  would  afterwc^rds  be  carried.     Ha 
therefore  concluded  with  moving,  that  a  Committee  should 
be  appointed    to    inquire    into    the    expediency   of   this 
exemption* 

Sir  Peter  Murray  rose  to  second  the  mbtion.  He  said 
the  exemption  was  peculiarly  felt  in  Scotland,  wl\ere  the 
revenues  arising  from  the  turnpike  roads  vj^ere  insufiicientto 
pay  the  interest  of  ihV  sutns  expended  in  making  the  loads. 
The  exemption  was  neither  more  nor  less  than  a  leg»l  rob- 
bery of  the  creditors,  who  had  advanced  their  money  on  the 
security  of  these  roads,  previous  to  its  taking  pl^ce.  So 
great  a  grievance  was  the  mail-cpach  exemption  consi- 
dered, that  he  had,  a^ong  with  several  other  gentlemen 
interested  in  a  certain  road,  made  a  successful  apphcafioa 
to  the  Post-office,  to  prevent  a  mail-coach  being  established 
on  it.     In  Ireland,  mail-coaches  paid  toll. 

ThejChancellor  of  the  Exchequer  objected  to  the  goifig  into 
a  Committee.  The  length  of  time  which  bad  passed  since 
die  exemption  did  not  certainly  preclude  a  right  to  redress; 
yel^  as  no  application  had  been  for  twenty-five  years  made 
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to  the  Legislature,  tbere  was  a  presumpuon  that  no  grouDd 
of  serious  complaint  existed.  This  might  happen  from 
inattention  in  il)e  first  instance';  but  nobody  could  imagine 
that  the  mail-coach  sjstem  bad  been  in  disguise  for  twenty- 
five  years,  and  that,  if  necessary,  redress  couUKnot  have 
been  applied  for.  Before  the  instilution  of  maiUcoaches, 
the  post  was  carried  free  of  toil.  With  respect  to  Scotland, 
he  certainly  did  think  that  exemption  was  claimed  there 
with  a  very  bad  grace ;  for  there  was  no  part  of  the  United 
Kingdom  wiiere  so  much  of  the  public  money  was  ex- 
pended in  opening  communications  as  in  that  country,  by 
>^hich  the  wealth  of  the  country  must  be  greatly  ir>creased« 
7'he  repeal  of  the  exemption  would  be  a  sacrifice  of  no  less 
ihtm  50,000/. 

Mr,  Wiltiamz  Wynne  said  the  exemption  had  been  se- 
verely felt  in  Wales,  and  he  could  not  but  consider  it  in  the 
light  of  a  most  unprincipled  robbery.  The  Bill  for  the 
exemption  was  brought  into  the  House  on  the  £9th  of 
June,  and  read  a  third  time  on  the  6th  of  July.  The  dis- 
.tant  parts  of  the  country  could  have  therefore  no  knowledge 
of  it.  Why  should  not  the  burden  be  equals  At  first  bo 
mail-conch  passenger  could  carry  moie  than  fourteea 
pounds  with  him ;  but  now  mail-coacbes  were  used  as  the 
most  convenient  conveyance  of  parcels.  Why  should  n6t 
therefore  ihe  parcels  and  passengers  pay  toll  ?  The  road 
to  Dublin  by  Holyhead  had  been  again  and  again  indicted  ; 
but  so  great  iFas  the  injury  which  it  sustained  from  the 
mail  that  it  was  found  absolutely  impossible  to  keep  it  in 
repair.  No  loss  of  revenue,  be  contended^  coul4  edsue  to 
Government. 

Mr.  Ro$e  thought  the  six  days  sufficient  for  notice. 

Air.  Robert  Dwtdas  joined  in  supporting  the  motion, 
and  in  stigmatising  the  exemption,  which  was  severely  felt 
in  Scotland,  where  country  gentlemen  frequently  advanced 
large  sums  of  money  in  maKing  roads,  for  which  they  sel* 
dom  got  more  than  two  or  three  percent,  returned,  and 
frequently  little  or  nothing.  The  creditors  on  turnpike 
roads  had  many  of  them  suffered  severely  from  the  exemp* 
tion.  The  road  from  Carlisle  to  Edinburgh,  for  instance, 
could  not  be  kept  in  repair  by  the  existing  tolU.  Tbey  were 
doubled  by  Act  of  Parliament;  and  on  the  faith  of  this  in- 
crease, money  was  advanced.  A  mail-coach  was  established, 
and  the  stage-coach  which  had  formerly  run  was  obliged  to 
give  up.     The  consequence  was,  the  sinking  of  the  tolls  to 
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their,  former  amount,  to  the  great  iojarj  of  the  creditors. 
Ttie  maiKcoach  system  was  carried  jn  many  parts  to  an 
excess  of  which  no  conceptioa  could  be  formed  here.  For. 
instance,  numbers  of  two*penny  post-coaches  were  perpeta- 
aliy  crawling  on  the  pads  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Edin- 
burgh, whifh  could  only  hkve  the  effect  of  retarding 
letters. 

Mr.  Wm.  Smith  had  a  thousand  times  wondered  that 
cpmplaints  against  the  exemption  had  not  been  brought 
many  years  ago.  Mail-coaches  were  now  very  different  to 
Mrbat  they  were  at  first.  If  a  boat  or  a  canal  should  have 
one-third  of  its  freight  military  stares,  was  the  rest  of  the 
freight  to  go  free  ?  A  very  small  part  of  the  burdeo  of  a 
mail-coach  belonged  to  the  public,  one  or  twocwt.  at  most; 
why,. therefore,  was  the  remaining  one  or  two  tons  to  go 
free*  If  the  50^000/.  which  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer said  would  be  lost,  if  this  motion  should  have  effect, 
be  unjustly  taken  from  individuals,  it  ought  to  be  returned ; 
but  no  loss  could  be  felt  by  Government,  and  the  additional 
burden  could  qnly  fail  upon  the  passengers. 

Mr,  Gidcfy ^\so  approved  of  the  matter  being  sent  to  a 
Committee. 

Mr.  Futkr  thought,  if  the  Contractors  for  mail-coaches 
did  by  their  contracts  possess  peculiar  advantages,  they 
ought  as'well  as  others  to  pay  toll. 

The  House  then  divided — 

•  # 

For  the  Committee     -    .    •       -      39 
Against  it  •        •        •        •      34 

Majority        -        •        5 

Lord  Binning  then  moved  his  Committee. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  Lords,  stating  that 
their  Lordships  had  agreed  to  the  Commercial  Credit  Bilt 
without  any  amendment. 

WESTMINSTER  ■VSTIN08   AND   P»LL  CLSaCS. 

lir.  LuMngton  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Mil  for 
fxtendiiig  an  Act  respecting  the  expencb  of  hustings  and 
poll  cler]^  at  the  different  elections  throughout  the  king- 
0om,  to  the  city  of  Westminster.  His  object  was  to  invite 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  extent  ot  this  burden,  and 
lo  the  expence  necessarily  accompanying  it,  in  such  a  city 
^  Westminster,  and  to  gall  on  them  to  determine  on  wbomi 
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such  expence  should  fall;  if  it  ought  not,  asm  othor  cases, 
to  be  borne  by  the  candidates,  instead  of  falling  on  the  re^ 
turning  officer,  who  was  in  general  exempted  from  every 
expence  attendant  on  elections. 

Sir  F.  Burdttt  observed,  if  the  honourable  gentleman 
meant  to  allude  to  the  last  election  for^Westminster^  his 
Bdl  would  not  apply.  The  honourable  gentleman's  mo- 
tion went  to  affect  candidates.  That  was  the  case  of  a  per* 
son  who  was  not  a  candidate,  but  who  had  been  elected 
without 'any  application  on  his  part.,  It  appeared  to  him, 
(Sir  F.  Burnett)  however,  at  first  sight,  that  the  High  Bai- 
liff of  Westminster  did  not  stand*  in  the  same  situation  with 
a  Sheriff  inian  ordinary  case.-*-A  Sheriff  was  not  a  volun- 
tary officer,  but  one  on  whom  the  duty  was  imposed.  The 
High  Bailiff  of  Westminster,  on  the  contrary,  however, 
was  not  only  a  voluntary  officer,  but  one  even  who  par- 
chased  his  office,  and  one  who  derived  emolumeats  trom 
the  discharge  of  it,  though  of  what  kind,  or  to  what  extent, 
he  did  not  pretend  to  know.  According  to  the  general 
rule,  therefore,  where  the  privilege  or  advantage  was,  there 
ought  the  burden  also  to  be  laid./  He  said  so  much,  not 
that  he  wished  to  oppose  the  bringing  in  the  Bill,  but  that 
the  inhabitants  of  Westminster  might  not,  by  his  silence, 
think  thenxselves  precluded  from  ohjecting  to  the  measure 
at  a  future  period,  if  it  should  appear  that  the  High  Bailiff 
was  alreadjjr  sufficient! V' reimbursed  for  all  tlie.  expeoces 
ftttiending  his  office.  If  the  contrary  should  be  the  fact,  he 
was  convinced  they  had  toojnuch  liberality  to  eive  the  oill 
any  opposition. 

Jktr.  C.  fV.  Wi/nnt  saw  no  reason,  if  the  measare  was  in 
itself  proper,  why  Westminster  should  he  particularly  dis- 
tinguished. He  thought  it  ought  to  be  extended  to  every 
populous  place,  as  well  as  to  Westminster. 

Mr.  Perceval  preferred  confining  the  measure^  in  the  first 
Instance,  to  the  city  of  Westminster.  It  might  be,  as  the 
honourable  baronet  (Burdett)  supposed,  that  the  High  Bai- 
liff x>fjyestminster  had  emoluments  which  might  be  appU- 
cable  u>  this  purpose ;  but  the  fact  of  no  application  having 
been  hitherto  inade  by  him,  was  by  no  means  conclusive  on 
the  subject,  any  such  application' having  been  rendered  un* 
necessary,  in  consequence  of  the  candidates  having  them- 
selves defrayed  the  expence  in  question. 

Sir  jP.  burdett  explained,  that  the  Bill  proposed  to  be 
uitFoduced  would  not  apply  to  such  a  case  as  that  refened 
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to  by  the  right  honourable  geatleman.  To  make  it  effec- 
tual, it  must  extend  to  persons  elected,  but  who  were  not 
candidates.  Besides,  in  the  recent  .ca8&  alluded  to,  the 
High  BailiiFdid  recover  at  law  what  were  est^iued  reason- 
able expences  a^inst  the  person  elected,  though  be  had 
not  been  ,a  candidate. 

,  Mr»  Lockhart  objected  to  the  motion,  as  going  to  subject 
to  expeitce,  which  it  would  be  difficult  to  finjit.  Members 
of  that  House,  who  ou^lit  to  be  returned  free  from  all  ex- 
pence*  In  time  they  might  be  called  on  to  pay  for  assessors 
to  the  returning  otBceri  as  wdl  as  for  clerks. 

Mr.  Wilson  supported  the  motion  on  the  ground,  that  the 
city  of  Westminster  was  not  a  corporate  body,  and,  of 
course,  could  have  no  funds  from  i^^iich  such  expences  as 
those  now  referred  to  could  be  satisfied. 

Leavf  was  then  given  to  bring  in  the  BilL  . 

MILITIA   BNLISTMCNT   BILL. 

«  > 

The  Militia  Enlisto^ent  Bill  ipras  read  a  third  time  and 
passed. 

REPEAL  Of   CAPITAL  PUNISHMBNTS. 

On  the  motion  of  Sir  Samuel  Romilly,  the  Bills  for  pre* 
ventiQg  stealing  in  the  dweilinn;-house,  privately  stealing  in 
shops,  stealing  on  navigable  rivers,  and  stealing  of  cloth 
from  bleaching  grounds  in  England  and  in  Ireland,  seve- 
rally went  through  Committees,  and  were  ordered  to  be 
reported  to-morrow. 

DISTILLERY   RILL. 

.  Mr.  Perceval  moved  the  second  reading  of  the  Distillery 
Bill. 

Mr^  CurweUj  in  a  short  speech,  opposed  the  motion. 
The  scheme  of  equalization  he  thought  tdbe  at  all  times  an 
hazardous  one,  but  particularly  so  at  present.  ^He  wa^sure 
that  the  interests  of  the  empire  at  large,  and  those  of  the 
agriculturists,  were  identified,  and  they  could  not  iifurethe 
one  without  affecring  the  other,  it  was  agreed  upon  all 
liands  that  nothing  shouM  be  attempted  by  the  Legislature 
which  could  interfere  with  the  agricultural  iiiterests-wif  then 
It  was  for  the  gdod  of  tlie  empire  that  those  interests  should 
be  protected  and  encouraged,  he  wished  to  know  if  they 
could  be  better  promoted  than  by  the  encouraging  of  the 
consumption  of  grain  ?    Jhis  had  b^n  the  prineiple,  the 
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aToweci  object  of  all  their  corn  regulations  for  these  manT 
years  back.  Was  it  wise  to  depart  from  thcoo  ?*  WouM  it 
encourage  the  coosuniption  of  grain,  to  lessen  the  demand 
for  it  in  the  distilleries  ?  in  effect,  to  remove  it  oat  of  the 
distillery  market  P  for  the  right  honourable  gentleman  coald 
not  expect  that  the  grain  could  hold  a  long  competition 
with  the  sugar  in  the  market — it  was  impossible.  The  coo- 
sequence  then  would  be,  that,  by  discouraging  the  corn- 
grower,  they  would  ultimately  lessen  the  production  of 
animal  food.  This  was  a  consideration  whicn  was  in  itself 
enough  to  make  the  right  honourable  gentleo^ah  pause  be* 
fore  he  would  proceed  upon  any  measure  that  coald  have 
any  'such  tendency.  The  favourite  argument  with  the 
West-India  proprietors  was,  that  while  we  imported  annu- 
ally barley  from  the  Continent,  it  is  but  fair  that  vre  %bonld 
let  the  sugar  of  our  oWn  colonies  come  into  the  market 
against  the  foreign  corn ;  but  the  fact  was,  that  the  amount 
of  foreign  corn  imported  was  so  trifling,  as  to  be  comparair 
tively  nothing;, and  therefore  the  far  greater  part  of  the 
sugar  competition  fiell  not  upon  the  small  portion  of  foreign 
barley  annually  imported,  but  upon  the  whole  prodaee  of 
oiir  own  corn  growers.  The  importation  of  foreign  barley 
taken  in  the  year  1788,  when  the  equalizing  price  was 
385.  dd.  amounted  to,  for  that  year,  9058  cjuarters,  and  the 
return  for  the  year  1806,  when  the  regulating  price  was  also 
S^s.  6d*  amounted  to  ^jSS  quarters:  from  this  leturn  it  ap- 
peared, that  thb  foreign  imports  of  grain  had,  under  the 
same  equalizing  duties,  sensibly  decreased.  Why  argo- 
xdents  which  presented  themselves  to*  every  man  who 
thought  upon  the  subject  could  be  so  successfully  evaded  as 
they  appeared  now  to  be,  he  (Mr.  C.)  could  not  account  for, 
unless  it  was,  that  perhaps  no.  interest  was  so  disunited  as 
the  landed  interest,  and  none  that  acted  so  cordially  toge^ 
tber  as  the  West-India  interest.  Thinking  as  be  did  that 
it  was  a  question  concerning  which  nothing  was  so  much  to 
be  avoUed  as  hurry,  and  that  time  was  wanting  to  possess 
aj]  parties  ot  the  necessary  information,  he  shonid  now  con- 
clade  with  moving,  that  the  Distillery  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time  this  day  six  weeks. 

Mr.  Rose  in  a  few  words  opposed  the  amendment,  and 
supported  tbe  original  motion.  He  admitted  with  the  hon. 
gentleman*  that  there  was  very  little  foreign  barley  im- 

{>orted;  biit  still  that  which  was  imported,  was  imported  for 
he  purpose  pf  disMllation?— if  the  home  barley  was  goq- 
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•nmed  as  animal  food  (and  there  were  roanj  parts  of  Eng* 
land>  Cumbertandy.  and  Northumberland,  and  other  coun^ 
ties,  where  they  make  good  bread  of  barley)— -if,  then,  the 
hotne  barley  was  used  in  this  sor^  of  consumption,  the  fo*- 
reign  barley  principally  would  have  to  struggle  in  the  naar- 
ket  with  the  sugars ;  so  that,  in  fact,  the  gist  of  the  question 
Was  not  30  much  whether  they  were  to  prefer  t&e  sugar«^ 
proprietor,  or  the  corn-grower,  as  whether  the  foreign 
corn-grower  should  be  allowed  to  undersell  our  own  West- 
India  merchants.  The  malt  had  a  very  Small  proportion 
in  the  distillery  trade.  There  were  annually  made  in  Eng- 
land twenty-eight  millions  of  bushels  of  malt,  of  which,  but 
one  million  was  consumed  in  distilleries.  He  hoped  that 
the  House  would  agree^  without  further  delajr,  tx>  rea4^  j^ 
the  Bill  a  second  time.  T^f . 

Sit  John  Amtruthtr  said,  that  he  never  should  consent  r 
to  let  this  Bill  be  read  a  second  time,  without  further  in- 
quiry. Before  they  agreed  to  such  an  innovation  tipon  their 
old  corn-laws,  th^y  should' ascertain,  by  inquiry,  hom  far 
the  proposed  measure  was  expedient  ?  and  then,  if  expe- 
dient, how  far  it  was  probable  it  would  be  productive  of  the 
efiects  expected  to  result  from  it  ?  The  right  honourable 
gentleitian  seemed  to  have  gone  upon  the  principle,  that 
grain  was  never  to  sink  below  a  certain  price.  But  sup- 
pose that  corn  should  become  very  cheap,  and  sugar  still; 
cheaper,  how,  in  that  case,  would  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  bring  his  scheme  of  rules,  conditiot^s,  and 
gradations,  to  bear  ?  Besides,  the  measure  would  have  li 
permanent  effect.  The  moment  the  grain  reached  38s.  6c{. 
the  equalization  took  place ;  th^n  when  the  sugar  became, 
as  it  must  do,  the  chief  and  general  article  prdistiHation, 
no  matter  what  change  might  afterwards  follow,  the  sugar- 
distiller  could  not  suddenly  change  himself  into  a  eorn- 
distflier;  so  that  the  effect  would  operate  permanently  . 
ugainst  the  corn-grower.  The  right  honourable  Barortet 
then  proceeded  to  re-state  some  of  the  arguments  touched 
on  by  a  former  speaker,  and  concluded  by  esTpressing 
his  determination  to  oppose  the  second  reading  at  that 
time. 

Mr.  Barham  declared,  that  if  the  object  of  his  honour- 
able  friend's  amendment  was  nothing  more  than  to  supply 
new  and  important  information  to  the  House,  he  was  not 
disposed  to  resist  it.  There  were  a  few  considerations^  how*- 
ever>  that  occurred  to  him  whtcli  he  was  desirotti  of  sta^ 
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ing.    He  was  perfectlj  ready  to  admit  that  the  agricDltoral 
interests  of  the  coantr J  were  of  the  highest  importance,  aod 
had  the  strongest  claim  to  the  attention  of  t^e  Legislature* 
He  w«s  also  willing  to  admit,  that  if  those  interests  should 
hy  anj  state  of  affairs  mingle  and  clash  with  the  colonial 
interests  of  the  empire,  the  latter  ought  to  yield  and  be  sa- 
crificed to  the  former.    (I J  ear  ^  fu^arl)    The  proposition 
with  which  he  should  content  himself  was,  that  our  own 
colonies  ought  not  to  be  sacrificed  to  the.interests  of  aliens 
and  neutrals.'    {Hear I)    To  the  present  Bill,  as  a  perma* 
nent  measure^  many  weighty  objections  might  undoubtedly 
be  made ;  as  a  temporary  one,  under  the  existing  circum* 
stances  of  the  world,  he  conceived  all  the  considera,tions  of 
sound  policy  and  justice  concurred 'in  supporting  it.    The 
question  involved  nothing  less  than  a  preference  to  be  eiven 
either  to  the  grower  of  foreign  barley,  or  to  the  West* 
Indian  proprietor,  whose  profits  were  repaid  to  the  Govern^ 
meat,  and  revisited  the  boson)  of  national  wealth.     (Hear^ 
Atari  from  Mr.  Fuller.)    His  right  honourable  friend  had 
said,  that  by  the  Bill  before  the  House  we  should  depart 
from  the  wise  principles  which  had  governed  the  Legisla- 
ture  for  a  century.     He  must  be  permitted  to  say  that  this 
statement  was  not  correct.     Not  more  ^han  eighteen  years 
ago  an  Act  passed  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  the  growth 
of  sugar  by  a  reduction  of  the  duties.     At  the, present  mo* 
meht  ail  ^\  est-india  properly  was  labouring  under  peculiar 
embarrassments.     It  had  none  of  the  encouragements,  or 
even  ordinacy  returns,  which  are  alwavs  esteemed  essential 
to  the  preservation  of  property  in  land.     The.whole  profit 
on  West- India  produce  was  no  more  than  a  small  profit  on 
stock,  affording  nothing  for  rent.     His  right  honourable 
friend  had  attributed  all  the  misfortunes  of  the  colonial  pro- 
prietors to  excessive  speculation,  and  to  the  spirit  of  over* 
trading.    There  could  not  be,  Jie  was  sorry  to  say,  a  more 
convincing  proof  of  the  extreme  want  of  information  on 
this  subject,  on  the  part  of  his  right  honourable  friend,  than 
this  observation.    The  distress  of  the  West-India  planters 
arose  from  various  causes,  many  of  which  were  entirely  oat 
of  their  control.    The  numerous  conquests  achieved,  and 
the  immense  quantities  of  produce  brbught  into  the  market 
in  consequence,  bad  necessarily  operated  to  depreciate  the 
value  of  colonial  property.    It  appeared  by  the  Report  of 
the  Committee  ip   1808,  thai  tne  use  of  barley  might  in 
m^ny  cases  be  superseded  by  other  grain ;  and  alibougb 


I 


APRIL  2.]  BISTILT^SRY   BILL.  535 

any  change  operating  to  this  effect  might  be  injurious  to 
indWiduals,  in  a  question  of*  this  nature  the  general  interests 
were  entitled  to  the  first  consideration.  If  the  colonies  \rere 
important  to  the  Mother  Country,  their  interests  ought  not 
to  be  neglected  ;  and  he  challenged  any  gentleman  to  pro- 
duce an  instance  in  which  ihey  had  been  backward  in  sup- 
porting the  interests  of  the  country. 

Mr,  Marrj/aii  contended,  that  the  measure  uncier  dis- 
cussion would  not  be  injurious  to  the  landed  interest.      If 
the  land-proprietors  were  in  need  of  encouragement,  he  saw 
no  reason  why  such  encouraement  should  not  be  given  to 
them ;  but,  if  it  was  necessary  to  resort  to  any  other  source 
of  supply,  it  was  much  better,  bethought,  to  give  a  prefe- 
rence to  our  feHow-subjects,  than  to  exclude  them,  and  let  '^ 
in  the  foreign  importers*.   Some  time  since  the  West-India 
proprietors  had  been  accused  of  growing  too  little  sugar, 
and  the  importation  of  sugar  from  the  East  Indies  wa&  en- 
couraged.    Now,  however,  the  charge  was,  that  they  pro- 
duced too  much,  when  the  amount  was  swelled  by  the  pro- 
duce of  the  conquered  colonies.    When  these  colonies 
should  be  restored,  the  British  colonies  would  not  produce 
more  than  sufficient  for  the  home  consumptipn ;  so  that  in 
this  view  the  present  measure  could  not  be  consideried  per- 
manent.   The  London   Distillers,   he  woiild  admit,  had 
started  objections  to  this  measure.     While  there  was  an  uo- 
certainty  as  to  the  period  during  which  distillation  from 
sugar  might  be  allowed  (there  was  no  danger  that  distille- 
ries would  be  erected  suited  to  distillation  from  sugar),  they 
made  no  representation  against  the  measure ;  now,  how- 
ever, that  there   was  a  probability  of  such  works  bein^ 
erected,  the  distillation  from  sugar  being  to  ba  allowed 
while  barley  was  high  and  sugar  low*  in  price,  they  began 
to  fear  for  their  monopoly, .  and  objected  to  the  meiisure.— 
But  whilst  this  was  their  motive,  they  founded  their  objec- 
tions on  the  additional  encouragement  that  would  be  given 
to  illicit  distillation.   To  shew  the  importance  of  the  Wrft- 
india  colonies,  he  had  only  to  state,  that  they  took  six  mil- 
lions of  British  manufactures,  contributed  five  millions  to 
the  public  revenue  of  the  State,  paid  two  millions  to  British 
ship-owners,  and  one  million  to  the  underwriters.     Gentle- 
men should  not  forget,  that  after  the  revolution  in  Franc^ 
when  the  colonies  were  lost,  and  the  manufactures  conse- 
quently ruined,  the  population  of  that  country  was  soon 
divided  imo  two  classes — those  who  cultivated  the  earth. 
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mad  tboie  who  followed  the  militarj  profession ;  the  lattei 
of  which  was  supported  by  the  former.  The  consequence 
was,  that  the  iax/oncier  was  imposed,  which  amounted  to 
one-twentieth  of  the  produce  of  the  land,  and  in  some 
cases,  as  stated  by  Mr.  Malthus,  who  was  himself  an  eye« 
witness  of  the  face,  to  one-third.  Gentlemen "Should,  there* 
fbre^  consider  well  what  might  be  the  consequence  of  in- 
juring  the  colonial  interests^  and  through  them  the  manu« 
iactures  of  the  country.  Of  all  classes  of  his  Majesty's 
subjects,  the  landed  gentlemen  had  the  least  right  to  com-* 
plain,  because  they  had  tlie  means  of  indemnifying  them- 
selves for  the  effect  of  every  augmentation  of  taxes,  and 
every  rise  of  the  times.  All  the  other  classes  of  subjects  in 
the  State,  whether  in  the  army  or  navy,  or  fixed  annuitants, 
bad  not  the  same  advatitage*  Though  he  was  not  disposed 
to  include  the  whole  of  the  landed  interest  in  the  observa- 
tion, he  must  say,  ihat  in  general  the  landed  proprietors 
showed  a  disposition  to  bear  down  all  other  classes  whose 
interests  appeared  to  clash  with  theirsj  and  showed  an  in- 
vincible repugnance  to  make  any  sacrifice  for  the  relief  of 
the  West-indian  interests* 

Mr.  Shaw  (of  Dublin)  complained,  that  neither  in  the 
title  nor  in  the  preamble  of  this  Bill  any  mention  was  made 
of  Ireland.  He  found,  however,  in  the  body  of  the  Billi 
a  clause,  which,  he  contended,  was  in  direct  violation  of 
the  articles  of  Union.  This  clause  v^ent  to  continue  the 
prohibition  of  the  importation  of  spirits  from  Ireland  into 
England ;  a  prohibition  which  was  enacted  at  a  time  (last 
session)  when  the  distillation  of  spirits  frOm  corn  was  allowed 
in  Ireland,  though  prohibited  in  this  country.  .Now,  how- 
ever, it  was  proposed  to  allow  the  use  of  corn  in  the  distil- 
leries in  this  country,  till  barley  should  reach  a  certain 
price«  The  occasion  that  called  for  the  prohibition  of  the 
importation  from  Ireland  no  longer  existed,  and  conse- 
quently the  spirit  intercourse  ought  to  be  restored  between 
tlse  two  countries  upon  the  principle  of  equivalent  duties 
and  drawbacks,  as  directed  by  the  articles  of  Union.  The 
light  honourable  gentlemen  opposite  were  indignant  at  any 
expression  of  feeling  upon  the  part  of  the  Irish  people,  in 
favour  of  a  repeal  of  the  Union;  but  if  every  promise  held 
out  to  them  was  to  bie  violated,  and  every  application  for 
their  interest  rejected,  he  would  ask,  how  they  could  avoid 
wishing  for  a  repeal  of  the  Union  ?  The  Irish  nation  had  a 
right  to  complain,  and  he  trusted  that  every  Irish  member, 
in  the  House  would  vote  for  the  amendment. 
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Mr.  Coke  opposed  the  measure^  and  gave  a  practical 
example  of  its  evil  tendency^  as  particularly  affecting  the 
county  of  Norfolk,  in  which  even  4>arley  was  not  to  be  pro- 
duced but  by  the  arts  of  husbandry,  and  a  careful  ameliora* 
tion  of  the  soil.  In  Norfolk  thirty-three  shillings  was  cer- 
tainly not  a  remunerating  price  to  the  growth  of  batley.  The 
honourable  member  read  several  extracts  from  Mr.  ourke'« 
pamphlet  of  ^'  Thoughts  on  Scarcity/'  in  which  he  strongly 
disapproves  of  throwing  any  artificial  obstructions  in  the  way 
of  men  who  never  get  a  return  upon  their  capital  in  less  than 
a  year,  and,  in  many  instances,  not  in  a  less  period  tKan 
two  or  three  years ;  and  declared  that  in  the  thirty-five 
years  during  which  he  had  ,been  a  member  of  that  House,  he 
Jiad,  never  been  known  or  seen  a  minister  who  attempted  to 
carry  any  measure  favourable  to  the  geneml  interests  of 
agriculture. 

3fr.  Ellis  urged  a  variety  of  arguments  ii|  illustmtion 
of  the  convertibility  of  difiierent  species  of  grain  to  different 
uses ;  of  the  impossibility  of  the  Bill  creating  any  compe- 
tition except  under  circumstances  unfavourable  to  the  latter, 
between  the  foreign  grower  of  barley  and  the  West-India 
proprietor. 

Mr,  Western  contended,  that  the  ^reat  cheapness  of  sugar 
"would  give  it  a  decided  preference  m  the  real  consumption 
created  by  the  demand  of  the  distilleries. 

Lord  binmng  acknowledged  that  he  had  had  commani- 
cation^  from  counties  in  Scotland  about  their  distresses ;  but 
these  were  not  ascribed  to  this  measure*  He  had  indeed 
presented  a  petition  from  the  county  of  Haddington,  com- 
plaining of  this  measure.  But  he  believed  these  distresses 
to  be  attributable  to  other  causes,  much  more  efficacious 
than  this  of  which  so  much  apprehension  was  vainly  enter- 
tained. 

Mr.  Jdam  stated  the  question  to  be,  whether  the  second 
reading  should  be  postponed  for  six  weeks ;  not  with  a  view 
to  get  rid  of  it  altogether,  but  for  the  purpose  of  investiga# 
tion.  The  result  might  indeed  be  the  loss  of  the  measure ; 
but  if  that  should  appear  to  be  in  itself  proper,  it  was  a 
result  not  to  be  deprecated.  The  right  honourable  gentle- 
man who  originated  the  measure,  was  wrong  in  the  principle 
on  which  he  had  founded  it,  and  his  results  were  very  far 
from  being  correct.  But  before  he  came  to  that  point,  he 
observed  that  there  were  certain  general  principles  govern* 
ing  the  subject,  of  which  those  who  originated  and  supported 
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Ihe  meosnre  did  not  senn  to  be  awarp.    A  gentloinan  on 
Ibr  other  &iH<*  had  said,  that  they  had  called  the  distilleries  a 
granary*     What  some  individuals  mifrht  have  said,  he  did 
not  know  ;  but  of  this  he  Mas  sure,  that  wheti  he  had  befora 
Fpoken  upon  the  subject,  lie  had  considered  the  dt^tillerieS| 
not  flfin  erannry,  but  as  a  consumer.  Such  was  the  nature  of 
acrriculture,  that  you  could  not  destroy  a  great  consumer 
Mithoiit  at   the  same  time  destroying  the  energy  of  t\it 
farmer  in  improvement.      The  return  upon  his  capital,  as 
had  ban  truly  stated,  he  could  not  have  in  less  than  a  year, 
tind  his  risk  vas  increased  by  the  uncertainty  of  the  seasons. 
This  Mcnt  to  increjisc  the  risk  still  more,  and  prevent  the 
goixl  >  ear  from  being  a  compensation  for  the  bad.     This 
measure  fi.xed  a  maximum   price  for  barley.     It  was  a 
bounty  npt»n  su^^ir — a  disrouraffemcnt  to  farming  and  to 
product  ion  ;  niici,  !)y  dimirtibhing  the  quantity,  was  sure  in 
tfie  end   to  raise  the  prire.     This  measure  introduced   a 
certain  ^rice,  beyond  ^^hilh  barley  could  not  rise;  but  \m* 
porlation  Lad  never  operated  ns  a  maximum.     The  ex  pence 
of  carriagr»5  insitfance,  &c.  &c.  contributed  to  incumber  im* 
portation  ;  and  tliontrh  the  importation  price  was  thirty-three 
bhilliugs,  the  barley   here  sometimes  rose  to  forty-sevea 
shillinors,  before  the  importation  of  foreign  barley.     The  im- 
portation \%as  far  from  being  such   a  discouragement  to 
agricultural  production  as  this  measure  was.      He  then  pro* 
ceeded  to  Rtate  the  mistake  into  ^vhich  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  opposite  had  fallen.    If  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  drew  his  inferences  from  the  calculations  and 
evidence  in  the  reports  of  1808,  barley  upon  the  plan  now 
propoM'd  could  have  no  chance  with  sugar.     They  were 
not  placed  on  an  equal  footing.     He  then  read  part  of  the 
evidence  from  the  reports,  containing  the  opinions  and  cal* 
culations  of  certain  eminent  distillers,  and  hhewod  from  these 
that  (he  right  honourable  gentleman  was  mistaken  in  his 
conclusions,  and  that  his  equalization  scheme  was  utterly 
erroneous,  piovided   the  evidence  in   question  was  to  be 
depended  on.     In  opposition  to  this  they  had  nothing  but 
the  ipse  dixit  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman.     This  w^ 
surely  a  strong  reason  for  ttirthcr  investigation.    Observing 
upon  what  bad  fallen  from  his  noble  friend  (Binning),  he 
stated  that  complaints  had  been  made  to  him  (Mr.  Adam) 
from  various  quarters,   from  Forfar,  Kincardine,  &c.  &c. 
where  this  measure  was  considered  as  one  great  cause  of 
their  distress,  though  no  doubt  there  were  other  causes^ 
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The  ^ffatest  writers  on  political  economy  had  disapproved 
of  all  limitations  on  the  growth  of^rain.  This  was  a  ^reat  « 
question^  in  which  the  landlord  and  farmer  united  to  preserve 
the  interests  of  agricultures  Consider,  he  said,  the  situ- 
ation of  Europe — it  was  no  longer  a  great  republic  where 
the  wxHits  of  one  country  might  be  supplied  by  ano-  ^ 
ther.  We  might  be  shut  out  entirely  from  the  Continent, 
and  left  to  our  own  resources.  This,  then,  was  not  a  time 
to  depress  the  farmer— to  restrain  the  growth  of  grain.  Or, 
if  you  must  try  experiments,  «you  ought  at  least  to  be  as 
certain  as  possible  of  their  effects  ;  and  again,  therefore,  he 
niainlainetl  that  there  was  the  strongest  ground  for  further 
investigation* 

Mr.  Pcrcrccd  said,  in  answer  to  what  had  been  stated  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Dublin,  relative  totheeicpressiofi 
of  years  in  the  Bill,  that  no  more  than  one  year  was  in- 
tended, and  that  the  suspension  of  the  right  to  export  from 
Ireland  to  this  country  distilled  spirits, should  only  continue 
for  four  months.  W  ith  respect  to  the  objections  which  had 
been  urged,  from  a  supposed  hostility  in  the  Bill  to  the 
interests  of  agriculture,  and  particularly  the  agriculture  of 
the  county  of  Norfolk,  after  what  had  been  said  by  an 
iiOQOurable  friend  over^against  him,  he  was  astonished  that 
any  one  should  again  get  up  and  predict  the  ruin  of  agricul- 
ture. For  a  considerable  number  of  years  past  tiie  produce 
of  this  island  has  been  unequal  to  the  consumption.  The 
450,000  quarters  of  barley  consumed  by  distilleries  at  most 
in  England  and  Scotland,  bore  so  small  a  proportion  to  the 
barley  grown  in  the  C4)untry,  that  it  would  never  warrant 
any  of  the  gloomy  predictions  held  out.  It  had  been  said 
that  nothing  had  be«n  done  for  agriculture.  If  agriculture 
needed  encouragement,  certainly  it  ought  to  have  the 
preference  to  sugar ;  but  the  fact  was,  that  notwithstanding 
the  prohibition  of  distillation  from  grain  for  these  two  years 
past,  agriculturc  had  been  so  much  on  the  increase,  that  for 
the  last  year  J. ^3  Inclosure  Bills  were  passed,  and  for  the 
present  year,  168  Bills  for  England  only,  of  which  24  were 
for  the  county  of  Norfolk,  and  19  for  Walos,  which  he 
believed  had  few,  if  any,  Inclosure  Bills  beforo.  With 
respect  to  what  had  been  said  of  his  kMrncd  frici^id  (Mr. 
Adam),  it  had  been  found  by  Mr.  BcnvilUs  since  the  period 
of  the  report,  that  by  an  improved  mctlM>d,  they  were 
enabled  to  draw  spirit  from  sugar  sk)  as  to  alCird  an  ad- 
ditional halfpenny  on  every  gallon  of  wasli/    The  present 
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sjftcoi  was  onl?  intended  to  be  pennuent^  if  foond  pncli- 
cable  at  the  eno  of  a  year.  The  only  danger  to  be  ap|ire* 
bended  was  to  the  revenue,  because  it  mif^ht  be  impossible 
to  prevent  dUtiliation  firom  grain  while  duty  was  paying  on 
sugar. 

Sir  John  Newfori  depvecated  all  tampering  with  agricnl* 
tore  when  not  justifiea  by  necessity.  He  coosideied  the 
daose  objected  to  by  the  member  for  Dablin  not  wananted 
by  the  rcsolations,  and  surreptitiously  introduced  ;  and  he 
was  astonished  that  the  Irish  CftumcelioroftheExchequer^the 
only  Irish  member  in  the  Committee,  could  so  far  desert  the 
interests  of  Ireland,'  as  to  consent  to  the  introduction.  It 
was  a  violation  of  the  6th  article  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Tighe  said  this  was  a  violation  of  the  only  article  of 
the  Union  in  favour  of  Irdand.  If  members  would  ^ve 
themselves  the  trouble  of  looking  into  the  articles  of  Union, 
they  would  find  that  the  exportation  from  Irebnd  was  con- 
fined to  members  of  Parliament  and  distilled  spirits.  The 
Irish  Parliament  was  not  a  national  but  a  sectarian  Parlia- 
meoty  and  its  dissolution  was  contemplated  by  the  people  of 
Ireland  with  apathy.  They  sold  their  liberties  for  distilla- 
tion; and  perhaps  it  might  be  objected  to  them  that  they 
were  not  uniustly  now  suffering  the  curse  pronounced  on 
him  who  sold  his  births-right  for  a  mess  of  pottaee. 

The  question  was  then  loudly  called  for^  and  the  House 
divided* 

For  the  Second  Reading    •        •        74 
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WEDNESDAY,    APRIL  3. 
rARLlAMENTART  KSFOBM. 

Mr.  Brand  presented  a  petition  from  the  freeholders  of 
the  county  of  Hertfoc^li  in  favour  of  a  reform  in  the  repre- 
sentation of  the  people  in  the  Hpuse  of  Commons.— <)r« 
dered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Brand  then  gave  notice,  that  very  soon  after  the 
recess,  he  should  prqpose  a  motion  on  that  subject — ^Ad- 
journed. 
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THUBSDAY,   APBIL  4. 
MB.  W*  WELLBSLET  POLe's  LBTTBB. 

The  order  of  the  dav  being  read  for  the  motion  of  Earl 
Stanhope,  the  noble  liarl  moved  for  the  reading  of  the  Act 
of  the  Irish  Parliament  of  the  S3d  Geo.  I  If.  chap.  29.  which 
was  accordingly  read  by  the  Clerk.  The  noble  Lord  then 
moved »  that  the  Circahir  Letter  of  Mr.  Pole  be  also  read, 
which  was  done  accordingly. 

Earl  Stanhope  then  rose,  for  the  purpose  of  making  the 
motion  which  ne  had  given  notice  of  to  their  Lordships,  re- 
specting the  remarkable  letter  of  Mr.  Pole  to  the  Magis* 
trates  of  Ireland.  The  common  practice  was  to  give  the 
reasons  for  a  motion  first,  and  then  to  follow  them  up  by 
the  motion  itself.  He  should  in  the  present  instance  invert 
that  order,  and  state  his  motion  first,  that  their  Lordships 
might  be  fully  aware  of  what  he  intended  to  propose,  and 
judge,  with  that  knowledge,  of  the  principle's  on  which  he 
supported  it,  without  %nxiety  as  to  what  he  might,  or  might 
not,  ultimately  move.  He  made  no  pretensions  to  any 
thing  else,  than  to  be  clear ;  and  he  wished  to  be  so  clear, 
that,  though  no  lawyer  himself,  no  lawyer  should  misun- 
stand  or  misrepresent  him.  The  noble  Earl  then  read  his 
motion,  which  was  'in  the  shape  of  a  resolution,  the  purport 
of  which  was^  *'  that  the  House  having  siven  full  conside- 
ration to  the  Circular  Letter  of  Mr.  W.  W.  Pole,  Secretary 
in  Ireland,  and  to  the  Act  of  the  S3d  Geo.  III.  chap.  £9. 
to  which  the  said  letter  referred,  and  to  the  consequences 
such  letter  misht  produce,  deemed  it  necessary  to  declare, 
that  the  said  letter  required  of  the  Magistrates  of  Ireland 
acts  of  severity  not  authorised  by  the  Act  to  which  it  re- 
ferred, and  contrary  to  law;  and  that  the  said  letter  did 
rei^uire  of  the  Magistrates  to  attack  the  le*gal  rights  of  the 
people ;  that  It  was  an  unjust  attempt  to  invade  the  liberties 
of  tlie  subject ;  and  that  it  was  contrary  to  that  spirit  of 
conciliation  which  it  was  the  policy  and  the  duty  of  Govern- 
ment to  adopt  and  pursue."  The  noble  Earl  was  proceed « 
ing  in  his  speech.  (The  Earl  of  Liverpool  having  moved 
to  the  Woolsack,  was  conversing  gently  with  the  Lord 
Chaiicellor.)  Earl  Stanhope  stopped,  and  said,  that  he 
was  in  no  particular  hurry,  but  would  wait  till  the  Noble 
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Secretary  of  State  had  finished  his  conversation.    He  re* 
membered  the  other  day,  that  a  noble  Lord  (we  presume 
Lord  ErskineX  to  an  eloquent  speech  upon  the  Banburj 
Peerage  case,  beat  so  hard  upon  the  trunk  on  iheir  Lord- 
ships' table^  that  the  noise  being  inconvenieDt^  the  tniak 
was  removed,     (jl   laugh.)     He  hoped  their  Lordships 
would  act  upon  the  same  principle  ;  and,  if  he  was  inter- 
rupted much  by  any  irregular  sounds,  by  any  tninks  upon 
the  woolsack,  that  they  would  dispose  of  them  in  the  same 
manner.     (Laughing.)     (The  Lo^d  Chancellor  good-hu« 
mouredly  observed,  that  the  trunks  that  came  to  the  wool- 
sack could  walk  away  to  their  places  without  any  assist- 
ance; but  he  must  say,  that  the  noise  of  the  trunk  alluded 
to  was  too  much  for  the  heads  of  most  noble  Lords.)     Earl 
Stanhope  expressed  his  satisfaction  that  the  trunks  on  the 
woolsack  were  not  so  noisy  as  the  other  trunk.     (A  laugh,) 
The  present  question  was  of  great  importance.     Mr.  Pole^s 
letter  went  to  prevertt  the  just  right  of  petitioning,  oa  the 
pretence  of  the  appointment  of  delegates.     His  late  friend, 
that  great  lawyer,  Mr.  Dunning,  whose  opinion  none  would 
presume  to  controvert  lightly,  had  defined  a  representative 
or  delegate  tp  be  legally  one  who  wds  thereby  invested  with 
rights  and  powers  which  he  did  not  otherwise  of  himself 
possess.     If  a  man  im powered  another  to  act  for  him  re- 
specting his  funds  in  ttie  three  per  cents,  he  gave  him  a  de- 
legated authority  ;  but  not  so,  if  be  merely  sent  a  servant 
with  a  message.     If  persons  signed  a  petition  in  Ireland, 
jtnd  sent  others  here  io  present  it,  did  that  constitute  a  re- 
presentative according  to  the  Act?  Suppose  some  men  sign 
a  petition,  and  send  it  round  to  get  the  signatures  of  others, 
was  the  carrier  to  be  called  a  representative  ?     If  that  was 
so,  how  could  three  millions  of  subjects  ever  petition  that 
House  ?     An  individual  might,  but  numbers  never  could. 
It  was  the  common  practice  to  act  in  that  manner ;  and  he 
could  state  from  his  own  p»*rsoual  experience,  what  was 
done  in  Kent;  and  that  which  was  lawful  there,  was  lawful 
in  Queen's  County,  or  Cork,  or  Tipperary,  notwithstanding 
the  Act  of  the  SJd.     On  tlie  petition  for  peace  Irom  the 
county  of  Kent  last  war,  there  was  the  most  numerous  po- 
pular meeting"  he  ever  beheld,  though  he  had  seen  many, 
ha  vino:  been  a  candidate  for  Westminster,  a  prett^^  popu- 
lous place,  in  1774.     They  could  not  get" all  the  names,  as 
many  were  obliged  to  go  home  after  the  business  closed : 
but  about  200  of  the  principal  and  neighbouring  persons 
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<Koed  together  after  their  triamph ;  and  after  dinner,  before 
the  bottle  went  round,  he  proposed  another  Committee  at 
Maidstone,  and  other  Commiiteoe  of  Mrinagers,  to  get  the 
names  from  the  different  districts.  He  divided  them  ac- 
cordJDg  to  their  locahties«  Here,  Rochester,  come  you 
here.  Then  Chatham  or  Stroud,  and  so  on,  go  you  there : 
and  afterwards  they  went  to  their  respective  places  to  get 
the  signatures.  He  went  himself  to  Rochester,  and  asked 
for  twelve  good  and  sound  men  for  his  Committee*.  They 
had  one  set  from  the  King's  dock-yard.  That  was  a  gal- 
lant thing;  keep  you  by  me,  said  his  Lordship  to  them.—* 
iJ  laugli.)  He  said  in  some  places  to  six,  **  Go  and  get  six 
others  to  sign,  and  get  them  to  go  about  and  get  six  more 
each."  That  vrhs  a  glorious  scheme ;  and  if  the  people  in 
'  general  understood  what  they  might  legally  do,  and  acted* 
upon  it  in  that  manner,  they  would  soon  beat  the  Ministers, 
though  they  might  beat  him  from  the  dock-yard !  (A  laugh.) 
Now,  suppose  that  was  done  in  Ireland,  was  it  to  be  called 
choosing  unlawful  delegates?  If  so,  the  law  ought. to  be 
altered :  certainly  it  could  not  so  stand.  From  Kent,  he 
presented  to  the  King  a  petition  signed  by  iTtOOO  names, 
cpllected  by  the  appointment  of  managers,  as  ^he  mode  was 
legal.  He  then  read  and  commented  at  length  on  Mr* 
^Pole's  letter,  and  asked,  why  a  proclamation  had  not  been 
resorted  to  ?  Why  point  out  a  certain  religious  sect  in  the 
Circular  Letter  ?  A  Mr.  Hay  had  written  a  letter ;  did  that 
prove  all  Catholics  to  be  attempting  to  violate  the  law  ? — 
There  never  was  a  more  jumbling  confusion  than  the 
letter  evinced  about  delegates  and  representatives.  It 
spoke  of  members  of  an  unlawful  assetnbly.  Then  why 
not  have  gone  to  work  more  sharply?  Instead  of  that, 
TAx.  P^le  gives  the  members  of  that  assembly  in  Dublin 
many  civil  compliments,  and  they  return  him  civil  compli- 
ments. He  don^t  put  an  end  to  it,  and  that  was  a  confession 
that  it  was  not  an  illegal  assembly;  or  why  had  he  not  done 
his  duty,  and  suppressed  it  ?  But  it  was  not  illegal,  and  so 
Mr.  Pole  prudently  brought  himself  back  to  this  country. 
Mr.  Pole  said,  ^^  Hold  them  to  bail  ;'*  but  the  Act  said, 
**  Disperse  them,"  in  the  first  instance,  and  those  only  were 
to  be  held  to  bail  who  unlawfully  rented.  Mr.  Pole  spoke 
of  persons  in  any  manner  voting  or  attending  as  i^epresenta- 
tives,  managers,  or  delegates,  always  in  the  disjunctive. 
Persons  might  attend  and  not  vote,  or  might  attend  to  di»- 
^uade  others  from  voting:  and  yet  all  were  to  be  liable* 
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After  many  acute  witticismt  on  the  letter  and  the  Act«  the 
noble  Earl  characterised  the  former  as  a  letter  withoat  tem- 
per or  discretion,  contrary  to  law,  and  hostile  to  the  feeliogt 
of  an  immense  body  of  his  Majesty's  subjects.  The  Act 
could  not  mean  this,  as  it  Was  only  against  illegal  meetings 
to  make  alterations  in  Church  and^tate,  and  not  against 
the  whole  ri^ht  of  petitioning,  and  the  means  by  which, 
only,  general  petitions  could  be  procured.  He  cared  bat 
little  about  what  passed  in  the  Irish  Phrliament,  He  could 
find  no  record  of  tbeir  debates ;  and  if  he  had,  be  sboold  still 
choose  to  rely  on  the  Statute  Book.  But,  as  a  matter  of 
history,  or  anecdote,  he  might  mention  what  was  in  the 
published»debates  of  the  Parliament.  He  could  not  vouch 
lor  their  perfect  correctnew ;  but  he  must  suppose  thev  con- 
tained a  representation  of  the  sense  of  the  speakers.  When 
that  Bill  passed,  Major  Doyle  sutrgcbted  the  propriety  of 
quieting  the  apprehensions  of  the  Quakers,. who  held  meet* 
ingsby  delegation,  to  settle  matters  connected  with  Church 
and  state,  and  who  had  taken  some  alarm  at  this  new 
measure ;  upon  which  the  (hen  Irish  Attorney-General 
declared,  **  tnat  there  was  nothing  more  remote  than  the 
intention  of  interfering  with  such  delegations,  much  less 
must  it  have  been  with  respect  to  the  managers  of  a  petition. 
A  great  lawyer  there  said, ''  that  if  the  object  of  the  Bill  was 
only  to  prevent  such  meetings  as  assumed  the  functions  of 
Parliament,  he  should  not  have  objected  to  it.''  He  (Earl 
Stanhope)  knew  that  he  bad  the  opinions  of  the  greatest 
lawyers  on  his  side :  he  meant  out  of  that  House ;  for  as  to 
those  in  it,  he  had  not  yet  heard  tbeir  opinions.  Then  there 
was  another  Irish  member,  a  noble  Lord  now  in  thai  House, 
then  Mr.  Hobart,  (  Earl  of  Buckinghamshire. )  What  did 
be  say  f  Whv,  that  the  bill  went  only  to  affect  such  as- 
semblies as  Nlr.  George  Ponsbnby  had  alluded  tol  (Hear, 
hearl)  The  noble  £arl  maiutained  on  various  grounds  the 
illegality  of  the  letter ;  and  said,  that  though  he  might  not 
equally  succeed  in  a  speech,  he  had  no  doubt  that  in  pri- 
vate conversation  he  would  make  every  nol)le  Lord  present 
a  proselyte  to  his  opinions  on  this  subject.  He  had  endea- 
voured to  press  the  law  points  on  their  attention  :  and  be 
thought  it  would  not  l»?  creditable  to  the  House  of  Lords  to 
decide  contrary  to  law.  Some  might  say,  that,  nevenhe- 
less,  it  might  not  be  necessary  to  decide  as  he  proposed.  He 
wished,  however,  to  keep  the  words  *^  deemed  it  necessary 
to  declare^  8ic«*'  because  it  made  his  resolution  more  clear, 
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«  direct,  forcible,  and  pithy.  He  did  Dot  desire  to  trouble 
their  Lordships  lottg.  He  should  observe,  that  he  was  him- 
self a  freeholder  of  Queen^s-couiity.  Suppose  there  had 
been  two  meetings  therct  one  for  choosing  managers^  and 
another  for  appointing  delegates,  not  for  oyerturoing  or 

^  altering  Church  and  State,  biit  fqr  some  other  purposes.  He 
should  have  liked  to  see  Mr.  Pole  there  to  apprehend  any 
of  them.  If  Mr.  Pole  had  acted  illegally,  and  in  a  scuffle 
somebody  had  l)een  killed,  he  must  have  been  tried  for 
murder.  See  the  consequences*  Just  as  in  Sir  Francis 
Burdett!s  question  with  the  House  of  Commons:  If  any- 
body had  been  killed  in  serving  ibe  execution  of  the  warrant, 
why,  if  Sir  Francis  Burdett'was  wrong  in  his  law,  he  must 
answer  for  the  consequences ;  but  if  he  turned  out  to  be 
right,  then  the  Serjeant  must  be  tried  for  murder  I  There 
Was  no  getting  rid  of  that.  So  it  might  have  been  with 
Mr.  Pole,  who  might  have  been  sent  across  the  Styx  through 
his  misconduct.  At  all  events,  he  thought  their  Lordships 
must  consider  the  letter  stB  a  mo6t  uncommendable  m'ea* 
sure  on  the  part  of  the  Irish  Govermtienf.  He  concluded 
by  moving  his  resolution. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  said,  the  noble  Earl  might  tbink 
the  measure  illegal,  but  he  did  not  believe  he  would  satisfy 
tlie  House  .that  it  was  so.  The  noble  £arl  had  treated  the 
qae&tion  as  to  the  legality  of  the  measure,  and  not  so  much 
as  to  its  being  one  or  sound  discretion  or  not.  The  Act  wai 
passed  under  peculiar  circumstances,  to  prevent  confusion 
by  a  convention  such  as  had  been  held  before,  professing 
to  represent  the  people^  or  a  portion  of  the  people  of  Ireland 
for  the  purpose  of  effecting  alterations  in  Church  or  State. 
There  were  'disputes  at  the  passing  of  the  Bill;  it  being 
held  that  such  meetings  required  no  declaratory  law,  being 
illegal  by  common  law.  On  that  he  should  give  no  opinion. 
By  their  Lordships  uniform  course,  no  petitions  could  be 
received  except  from  individuals  as  such,  or  from  corpo* 
rate  bodies,  as  had  been  recently  shewn  in  the  case  of  a 
petition  from  the  Livery  of  London,  signed  by  the  Lord 
Mayor,  &c«  which  had  not  a  corporate  capacity,  such  as 
the  Lord  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Common  Council  had, 
and  which  was  recognised  by  law.  Sometimes,  by  inad- 
vertency, other  petitions  might  indeed  have  been  received. 
If  Acts  of  Parliament  were  ransacked,  they  could  not  find 
any  thing  clearer  than  the  first  clause  of  this  very  Act.  The 
mere  ch^ge  of  names  from  delegates  to  managers  could 
Vol.  IL— 1811.  4  A 
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not  vary  the  questioD.    When   they  were  in    substance 
delegates^  there  was  a  clear  contraveotiuD  of  the  fair  mean- 
ing of  the  law.     He  was  not  then  discussing  the  legality  of 
the  Dublin  Committee.  When  a  circular  letter  was  issQed. 
for  the  appointment  of  manngers,  could  any  man  doubt  tjiat 
the  object  was  to  get  what  would  be  called  a  complete  re* 
presentation  of  the  country  ?    That  was  avowed,  and  be 
thought  there  was  no  difference  of  opinion  on  it ;  but  that 
liQwever  noble  Lords  might  disapprove  the  ii  ode  pursued, 
still  that  such  a  convention  to  be  held  iu  Dublin  was  deemed 
improper.     The  di (Terence  of  opinion  was  only  as  to  ibe 
prudence  of  the  Governmtut.    Asao  Government's  not 
stopping  the  meettng  at  Dublin  sooner,  it  was  possible  that 
men  might  go  very  near  the  wiud,  and  evade  the  laws,  or 
that  they  might  not  have  any  very  biameable  object  ia 
view  ;  and  Government  surely  would  not  be  blamed  hastily 
because  they  did  not  in  such  cases  take  strong  or  violent 
measures  of  suppression.    They  might  wait  to  see  what  the 
object  was,  whether  it  was  merely  to  petition,  or  to  meet  by 
delegations.  Ibis  was  therefore  a  matter  of  discretion.  The 
Dublin  Committee,  composed  of  delegates  from  the  parishes, 
was  certainly  not  a  legal  meeting.    Originally  it  was  not 
delegated,  but  consi^eu  of  individuals,  who  framed  a  for- 
mer petition.    When   it  introduced  delegates,  it  became 
illegal.     Government  exercised  it*«  prudence  as  to  the  put^ 
ting  the  law  in  force,  pr  leaving  the  matter  to  die  away  or 
rest  where  it  was,  till  its  patience  was  abused,  and  the  at« 
tempt  was  made  to  extend  ^  system  of  representation  over 
the  country  after  the  petition  had  been  concluded.    The 
indulgence,  patience,  and  forbearance  of  Government  bad 
|)een  manifested,  but  the  attempt  at  general  representation  or 
convention  toje  off  the  mask.  It  was  to  be  obseryed  furtber, 
that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Gpvernment  to  execple  tl^e 
Act  with  th^  greatest  lenity  and  forbearance. 

Lord  HaltaJtd  observed,;  that  the  question  now  at  issuei 
which  ihe  nobje  Secretary  seemed  entirely  to  have  over- 
looked, was  not  as  to  the  discretion  of  the  IrisH  Government, 
but  as  tothele^lity  of  what  was  required  b^  Mr.  Wel- 
lesley  Pole  in  his  circular  letter. ''  Tlie  noble  karl,  with  all 
his  perspicuity^  had  not  said  one  word  as  to  whether  that 
.letter  was  lecal  or  not,  nor  had  he  displaytxl  his  iisaal 
candour  on  the  present  occasion.  The  question  was  not, 
-whether  the  Catholics  had  done  what  was  illegal,  hot 
whetlier  Mr.  Pole  had  adopted  measures  that  he  was  josti* 
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fied  in  adoptirijv;,  and  had  called  upon  the  raasrLsfrates  in 
Ireland  to  do  that  which  they  were  justified  in  doing.  He 
(Lord  Holland)  objected  to  the  circular  letter  on  the  leg^a- 
lity  of  it,  to  which  point  he  would  conRne  himself.  And 
thou£rh  he  differed  from  Ministers  as  to  tnaT>y  questions  on 
the  policy  to  be  pursued  with  regard  to  Ireland,  yet  he 
admitted  with  pleasure,  that  the  Doke  of  Richmond,  a 
lelation  of  his,  thous^h  he  had  not  the  honour  of  his  in- 
limate  acquaintance,  had  conducted  himself  in  his  govern- 
ment  with  so  much  moderation  and  prudence,  that  it  was 
'with  pain  he  objected  to  this  act  of  his  administration.  His 
first  objection  to  the  tetter  was,  that  it  deduced  inferences 
from  the  Act  of  the  Irish  Parliament  of  the  33d  of  his  ]Vfa« 
jesty,  that  were  neither  authorised  by  the  common  law,  nor 
by  that  statute.  That  Act  required  all  those  who  weresitting 
in  an  unlawfid  assembly,  to  l)e  proceeded  a  gainst  in  a  p:ir« 
ticular  manner.  It  required  the  mayors  an:1  justices  of  the 
peace  to  disperse  them  ;  but  it  did  not  say,  that  they  may 
be  committed  or  held  to  bail.  It  went  on  to  say,  that,  if 
resistance  was  made,  then  the  individuals  so  resisting  mi/;ht 
be  apprehended,  and  if  convicted,  were  to  be  deemed  guilty 
of  a  high  misdemeanour.  But  the  question  at  issue  was, 
whether  this  would  enable  the  Justices  to  hold  to  bail 

Ersons  for  merely  assembling  in  the  way  mentioned  in  the 
ter.  By  the  common  law,  there  were  only  three  grounds 
0n  which  persons  could  be  held  to  bail — treason,  felony,  or 
breach  of  the  peace.  Lord  Gimden,  in  deliveriifg  his 
opinion  on  the  subject  of  general  warrants,  had  said,  that  it 
"was  not  law  to  hold  persons  to  bail  for  libel,  because  it  was 
not  a  breach  of  the  peace,  but  only  tending  to  a  breach  of 
the  peace;  and  that  great  judge  had  at  the  same  time  re- 
marked, that  even  ^he  profligate  Ministers  of  James  II.  had 
not  held  the  seven  Bishops  to*bail  on  the  ground  of  a  mere 
misdemeanour.  Here,  then,  by  this  circular,  a  power  was 
given  to  the  justices  of  the  peace  in  Ireland,  namely,  that 
of  holding  men  td  bail  for  a  misdemeanour,  which  the  law 
allowed  only  to  judges  of  the  supreme  courts,  in  the  case  of 
information  by  the  Attorney-General.  But  his  second  and 
principal  objection  was^^that  Mr.  Pole's  letter  did  not 
describe  the  offence  as  it  was  described  in  the  Act.  The 
words  of  the  Act  were,  **If  any  person  sh^ll  vote  or  act  for 
the  purpose  of  appointing  such  delegates,  &c. "  W  hat  did 
Mr.  Pole  say  in  bis  letter  ?  Why,  that  '*  all  persons  who 
shall  attend,  or  vote,  or  act,"  for  saoh  a  purpose^  may  be 


up  t 
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committed  or  held  to  bail.  Now  it  W9»  quite  evident  that 
persons  might  attend  such  meetings  for  a  purpose  directlj 
the  reverse  of  the  ostensible  object  They  might  come  there 
to  oppose  the  proceedings,  to  state  their  objections,  and  to 
dissuade  them  from  their  illegal  purpose.  Let  their  Lord* 
ships  consider  in  what  a  situation  the  magistrates  \fere  placed 
'by  such  instructions.  Had  any  individual  raagistiate 
acted  u]X)n  them,  tliere  might  have  been  actions  against  him 
from  hundreds  of  the  peopks  of  Ireland,  He  bad  no  hesitA" 
tion  in  saying,  that  in  his  opinion  the  Catholic  meeting  was 
corapleteiy  legal,  and  that  the  proceedings  of  Mr.  Pole  were 
authorised  neither  by  common  nor  by  statute  law.  Their 
rashness  and  impolicy,  reqmred  to  be  still  more  severely 
stigmatised.  On  the  trial  uf  Mr.  Gilbert  Wakefield  for  a 
libeU  his  pamphlet  was  reprcfleoted  by  the  then  Attorney« 
General,  (now  the  noble  liord  on  the  woolsack)  as  stirring 
to  a  pernicious  and  seditious  activity ;  and  tliis  letter  of 
Pole's  might  be  well  described  as  inciting  the  magis* 
trates  of  Ireland  to  a  pernicious  and  intermeddling  activity. 
It  was  like  drawing  up  an  indictment  against  a  whole 
people.  Even  had  the  proceedings  been  legal,  in  point  ot 
prudence  and  policy  it  would  have  been  wise  to  abstain 
trom  them,  and  instead  of  irritating  the  |)eop1e  of  Ireland, 
to  build  up  in  their  afiections  the  true  and  substantial  bul- 
warks of  that  division  of  the  empire. 

Th€  Lord  Chancellor  observed,  that  there  could  be  no 
doubt  that  the  Convention  Act  operated  upon  all  classes  of 
people  in  Ireland,  whether  Protestants,  Dissenters,  or  Ca* 
tholics.  Neither  did  it  signify  what  name  was  given  to  the 
persons  who  met  in  such  assemblies,  whether  manageis  or 
delegates,  if  in  substance  thsir  object  was  that  which  the 
law  forbade.  He  was  ready  to  acknowledge  that  the  laa* 
guage  of  Mr.  Pole's  letter  appeared  to  him  put  together  in 
lather  a  slovenly  manner  (hear,  hear !)  He  meant  na 
offence  to  that  gentleman,  but  he  did  think  that  it  raigbt 
have  been  more  correctly  worded.  But  still  he  did  not 
order  any  thing  generally  that  was  not  contained  in  the  Act, 
for  he  requires  tbe  magistrates  to  act  in  pursuance  of  it. 
Thi5,  then,  was  necessarily  the  meaning  which  appeared  on 
the  iace  of  the  letter ;  and  was  it  necessary  for  ParliamcBt 
to  interpose  in  a 'case  where  the  obvious  direction  to  the 
magistrates  was  to  act  according  to  the  statpte  i  He  ooold 
not  help  thinking  it  would  be  going  much  too  far  to  accede 
to  tbe  present  motion.    If  the  object  of  the  Catholic  meet^ 


ing  was  only  to  peiitimi  Parltanieiit,  be  knew  of  nothing, 
in  either  common  or  statute  law,  to  prevent  them,  even 
though  their  petitions  were  eot  up  in  the  manner  which  a 
noble  Lord  (Stanhope)  had  deseribed  as  having  been  prac- 
tised by  him. 

Lord  Grrenville  thought  the  House  greatly  indebted  to  the 
noble  and  learned  Lonl  for  his  candour  and  openness  in 
meeting  the  question.  There  was  one  point  in  the  letter  of 
Mr.  Pole  which  bad  not  been  adverted  to,  though  it  re- 
quired attention  ;  and  that  was  the  complete  relaxation  of 
all  those  forms,  the  observance  of  which  was  so  important 
to  all  good  government.  He  must  repeat,  that  itinvolved  the 
'  complete  subversion  of  the  I  rish  Government.  The  Secretary 
for  Ireland  could  not  legally  issue  such  instructions.  The 
only  proper  way  was  by  a  proclamation  of  the  Lord* Lieu- 
tenant ii^  council.  The  noble  Lord  then  went  over  the 
objections  as  to  the  legality  of  the  powers  conferred  on  the 
magistrates,  and  particularly  dwelt  on  the  hardship  of 
demanding  bail,  which  in  Irehtnd  particularly  was  no  slight 
raattef.  On  that  ground  alone  their  Lordships  were  bounds 
if  not  to  punish  such  temerity,  at  least  to  record  their  dis- 
approbation of  such  a  grievous  extension  of  the  legal 
pendty,  as  that  which  made  the  mere  act  of  being  present 
at  a  meeting  equally  penal  as  voting,  and  other  active 
measures,  rno  defence  could  be  set  up  on  this  point. 
Even  the  mere  writing  of  letters  for  the  purpose  of  convo* 
king  such  an  assembly  was  pronounced  equally  criminal,  and 
exposed  to  the  same  severities.  The  learned  Lord  had 
tekecl,  whether  the  pressure  of  circumstances  was  such  as 
to  require  the  present  rosolution.  Each  of  their  Lordships 
must  put  this  question  to  his  own  mind.  But  was  it  a 
tight  matter  which  placed  three  millious  of  people  at  the 
discretion  of  the  magistratesy  with  regard  to  bail  or  impri- 
sonment ?  It  was  now  the  fashion  to  talk  of  conciliating  the 
people  of  Ireland.  The  most  efiectual  way  of  doing  so,  was 
to  afford  them  a  practical  conviction  of  their  enjoying  the 
same  protection  of  law  and  justice  with  their  fellow-subjects 
in  this  country.  How  could  thiit.be  done,  if  official  letters 
were  circulated  in  that  country,  containing  principles  and 
instructions  which  could  not  be  attempted  in  England? 
Their  Lordships  should  take  care  that  all  those  who  live 
under  the  same  law  should  enjoy  the  equal  benefit  and  pro* 
tection  of  that  law. 
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The  Earl  of  Bttckmghamikire  obaerycd,  that  tboogh 
Mr.  Pole's  mme  was  affixed  to  tbe  letter  in  qnestion,  jet, 
doubtless,  he  bad  tbe  best  legal  advtoe  and  assistance, 
samel  J,  that  of  tbe  Irish  law  officers  of  the  Crown  inpenning 
it :  it»  thereforpi  was  a  little  hard  to  throw  the  whole  blame 
upon  that  gentleman* 

Lord  GremjUU  contended,  in  explanation,  that  tbe  only 
parliamentary  way  of  considering  the  letter,  was  to  regard  it 
as  the  lotter  of  the  person  whose  name  it  bore.  That  was 
the  true  definition  of  parliamentary  responsibility ;  and  if 
departed  from,  the  responsibility  of  public  offio^rs  was  at 
an  end.  There  was  no  hardship,  therefore,  in  ascribing  this 
letter  to  the  gentleman  whose  name  was  affixed  to  it. 

Lord  Holland  conceived,  tbat  the  explanation  of  his 
noblt  friend  was  of  a  most  constitutional  nature. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  again  rose»  and  protested,  that 
when  he  used  the  word  *'  slovenly,**  he  did  not  mean  it  in 
an  offensive  sense.  What  be  meant  by  it  was  this,  tiiat  if 
those  who  drew  up  the  letter  in  question  had  only  read  it 
over  again,  and  altered  a  word  here  and  there  in  it,  tlieir 
Lordships  would  have  been  saved  the  trouble  of  the  debate 
that  night ;  which  he  could  not  help  thinking  was  partly 
owing  to  some  of  their  Lordships  expecting  that  lawyers 
ought  always  to  have  more  accuracy  than  other  men. 

Lord  Stanhope  spoke  in  reply.  He  thanked  the  noble 
and  learned  Lord  for  the  candour  he  had  displayed  that 
night»  and  therefore  should  not  give  him  that  trimming 
which  he  would  have  done,  had  the  learned  Lord  acted 
other4vise.  He  was  extremely  glad  that  he  had  brought  the 
subject  before  the  House,  on  account  of  the  able  speeches 
which  it  had  drawn  forth  from  his  noble  friend  near  him  ; 
and  he  should  now  leave  the  question  for  every  Lord  to  vote 
u|ibn  it  as. he  thought  proper. 

A  division  then  took  place,  when  there  appeared,-* 
Against  tbe  motion,  21 — For  it^  (> — Majority  l5. 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

TBURSDAT   AVRIL  4. 
FAY   OP  OFPICBRS   IN   TUB  jiRM%'. 

General  Gascoyne  rose  to  make  the  motion  of  which  he 
had  given  notice.    He  regretted  tlie  business  had  not  fdlleti 
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into  abler  hands,  and  roncli  more,  tliat  his  Majesty's  Minis- 
ters had  not  taken  it  up.     Before  he  proceeded  further,  he 
wished  to  prevent  anj  mistake  which  rai^ht  arise  from  the  ^ 
wording  of  the  notice.     It  had  been  imai^ined  by  some,  that 
he  wished  <p  increase  the  pay,  but  he  really  had  no  such 
presumption  belonging  to  him.     He  would  always  have 
that  to  emanate  from  the  Crown.  *  His  Majesty's  well-known 
predilection  for  the  Army  rendered  any  such  attempt  from 
him  unnecessary.    The  illustrious  Personage,  also,  who  now 
hd(]  the  reins  of  government,  who  was  bred  from  his  infancy 
in  the  ai;my,  very  well  knew  the  wtfnts  of  the  officers ;  and 
i^  one,  he  was  sure,  would  be  more  ready  to  relieve  them 
as  far  as  was  in  his  power.     Having  stated  what  he  did  not 
mean,  it  was  necessary  he  should  inform  the  House  what  he 
did  mean.     He  then  proceeded  io  shew  that  the  first  r^u* 
latioq  of  the  military  establishment  in  this  country,  accord- 
ing to  Sir  W.  D'A  venant  and  Adam  Smith,  took  place  in 
]6l4»    An  ensign  bad  then  allowed  him,  as  pay,  six  dajrs* 
labour  or  six  days'  p?if  of  a  common  soldier,  which  was  3f.    • 
a  day ;  a  Lieutenant  eight  davs,  or  4^. ;  a  Captain's  pay 
was  sixteen  days,  or  8.9.;  and  the  "Major  and  Lieutefeiant? 
Colonel  in  a  similar  ratio.    In  1695,  a  Lieutenant«ColonelV 
real  pay  was   17^.  a  day  ;  at  present  his  pay  is  17^. ;  but 
being  liable  to  the  intome*tax,    makes  it  only   155. ;  a 
Major's  pay  was  at  that  time  l5s. ;  now  the  same,  but  the 
income-tax  makes  it  only  14^.  6d.     In  (act,  the  pay  had^ 
during  all  that  length  of  time,  continued  the  same,  though 
all  the  necessaries  of  life  had  increased  to  double  what  they 
were  at  the  period  mentioned.'    He  then  shewed,  that  each 
Captain  paid  his  own  company  according  to  the  establish- ' 
'  xneai^  and  not  according  to  the  efiectives:  that  the  non- 
effective fund  was  inquired  into,  in  the  year  1746,  and  the 
precise  words  be  had  used  for  this  Committee,  for  which  he 
meant  to  move,  were  the  words  used  on  that  occasion.    No 
proceedings,  however,  took  place  on  this  inquiry  till  1766, 
when  certain  precautions  were  taken  to  prevent  false  mus- 
ters ;  and  it  appeared  from  the  examination  of  witnesses,  that 
the  stock-purse  of  the  Captains  which  had  till  then  pre- 
vailed was  abolished,  and  a  cornpensation  made  in  lieu  of 
it.     By  Mr.  Burke's  Bin,«the  Captains  were  allowed,  irt 
lieu  of  the  stock-purse,  20/.  each.    The  object  of  his  motioir 
was  this:  that  whatever  the  advantage  was  which  they 
derived  from  the  stock-purse,  they  ought  io  have  been 
accordingly  coropensatcd.    This  was  the  chief  cause  why 
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ke  should  call  on  the  Iiou«  for  a  Committee  to  inqnire  into 
Ibis.  A  few  jmn  airo  a  Bill  passed  iuto  a  law  for  aboIisiH 
uig  the  fees  of  Castom-house  officers,  and  allowing  them  a 
feir  compensation  in  lieu  of  the  same ;  and  mhm  a  fair 
and  proper  compensation  was  not  made  by  the  Commis- 
iioneri,  the  I^nls  of  the  Treasury  were  cmpoweied,  on 
f  niof  thereof,  to  order  an  additional  sara.  He  wished  the 
officers  of  the  Army  had  some  such  friends  as  the  Lords  of 
the  Treasury  to  stand  by  them,  and  see  their  compensation 
was  just  and  fair ;  for  if  the  Custom*house  olBoeis  were 
thought  deserving  of  such  a  clause  in  their  favour,  surely 
(he  officers  of  the  Army  ouglit  to  have  the  same  benefit. 
He  should  be  told,  perhaps,  that  the  pay  had  been  increased 
in  1806:  yes,  if  paying  with  one  hand,  and  taking  away 
with  the  other,  might  be  called  increase,  it  was  so.  The 
tncrea^;  was  l.f.  and  a  halfpenny:  the  shilling  was  taken 
from  them  by  the  income-tax,  and  the  halfpenny  remained 
as  incn^se  of  pay.  Oflieen  in  the  Aimy  received  Ie»  now 
than  they  did  150  years  ago.  Perquisites  were  then  allowed 
to  captains  in  particular ;  and  if  these  perquisites  had  since 
been  abolished,  'captains  had  as  much  right  to  a  fiiir  com*-- 

Sensation  as  any  other  class  of  his  Majesty *s  servants.  He 
pgged  to  observe,  that  the  period  in  which  they  were  taken 
away  was  a  period  of  economy,  which  dkl  not  alwajrs  act 
on  the  strict  principles  of  justice.  He  wished  to  restore  to 
captains  what  they  once  enjoyed  or  an  equiralent  in  the  way 
of  compensation.  He  felt  in  common  with  the  profession^ 
Ike  late  allowance  made  by  the  Prince  Regent,  in  placing 
officers  of  the  Army  on  a  footing  with  those  of  the  Navy, 
with  regard  to  wine,  free  of  doty.  He  only  lamented  it 
was  not  carried  a  little  further,  and  extended  to  a  certain 
time  after  they  left  the  country.  The  whole  expense  of  the 
allowance  wouki  not  amount  to  more  than  50,000/.  It 
might  perhaps  be  said,  that  was  a  large  sum ;  but  the 
House  nad  not  long  ago  voted  100,0001.  in  favour  and  in 
aid  of  the  Clergy  ;  and  he  saw  no  chim  which  the  clergy 
bad  on  the  House  more  strong  than  that  of  the  officers  (^  the 
army,  or  that  they  were  not  equally  entitled  to.  The  rank 
of  captains  ought  particularly  to  be  protected.  Frederick 
the  Great  of  Prussia  always  said,  that  captains  were  the 
tinews  of  the  Army;  and  it  is  a  fact,  that  they  are  bet^r 
pakl  in  every  country  than  they  are  in  this.  All  the  in- 
crease he  should  ask  would  be  5s.  a  day  to  the  captains, 
iiutead  of  ^s.    He  asked  no  more  than  justice;  he  coa-' 
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oeiyfd  it  to  be  more  a  right  than  a  boon,  though  he  ws 
leadj  to  receive  it  as  the  latter*  Increase  of  pay  bad  take 
place  in  several  of  the  civil  departments,  and  he  thought  tii 
military  were  eqnatly  entitled  to  the  consideration  and  lib 
raltl  j  of  the  House  and  of  the  country.  If  be  were  aske 
how  it' happened  that  there  was  no  remonstrance  on  tij 
part  of  the  Army ;  he  would  answer,  that  if  there  had  bcc 
any  such  remonstrance,  be  should  have  opposed  it.  Arme 
bodies  ought  not  to  deliberate ;  but  if  tbey  abstained  fror 
,  deliberation,  it  was  the  more  incumbent  on  Parliament  I 
take  care  that  they  were  treated  with  justice  and  with  gem 
losity.  The  payment  of  the  non-commissioned  officers  vri 
ample,  wlien  their  station  was  considered.  When  the  pa 
of  the  soldiers  had  been  raised  fifty  per  cent  somb  sort  < 

Broportion  ought  to  be  kept  in  the  increase  of  officers  paj 
[e  did  not  mean  to  say  that  it  should  be  exactly  iq  ihi 
proportion,  for  the  circumstances  of  the  country  at  preset 
would  hardly  permit  it.  He  would  ask,  however,  whi 
possible  danger  there  could  arise  from  going  into  a  Con 
mittee  ?  It  was  in  a  Committee  that  this  subject  could  I 
mbfit  fully  and  fairly  investigated.  He  concluded  h 
moving  *'  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  ini 
the  state  of  the  British  land  forces  as  to  their  pay  and  a 
lowances." 

Mr,  Taj/lor  supported  the  motion.  Although  he  thougl 
it  probable  that  the  British  officers  were  at  least  as  well  pn 
vided  for  as  the  officers  in  foreign  armies,  yet  it  ^  was 
matter  of  astonishment  to  foreign  officers,  that  a  counti 
abounding  in  wealth  as  this  country  does,  should  n 
make  a^  stitl  better  provision.  As  to  Prussia,  it  had  former 
an  army  of  near  300,000  men  to  maintain  on  two  millioi 
of  money,  and  therefore  it  was  impossible  that  the  office 
could  have  liberal  pay.  As  to  the  situation  of  Captain 
the  Prussian  army,  that  was  what  every  officer  might  rise 
by  seniority  ^  but  after  that  rank,  promotion  went  in  anuth 
manner.  The  rank  of  <^ptain  in  the  Prussian  army  w 
higher  than  it  was  in  theiiritish  army.  ' 

Lord  Palmerston  began  by  saying,  that  he  wished 
free  himself  from  the  imputation  of  not  feeling  as  strong 
as  the  honourable  General  (General  Gascoyne),  or  any  oth 
mi^n,  for  the  situation  of*  British  officers.  No  officers  lu 
deserved  better  of  their  country ;  and  when  so  many  rece 
,  proofs  had  been  given  of  their  heroic  valour^  it  must 
evident  that  this  was  not  the  moment  to  withhold  ai 
Yoj.,U.— lajl.  4B 
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thing  from  ibem  through  motives  of  Tiiggardly  paniniooy. 
It  was  necessary  for  him  to  bay  this,  because  he  felt  that  he 
stood  in  a  situation  somewhat  unomniousj  in  beiog  com- 
pelled hy  his  duty  to  resist  that  which  was  now  proposed  as 
an  addition  to  the  comforts  of  our  brave  officers*  lie  was 
convinced,  however,  that  there  was  so  much  good  5;ense, 
among  them,  that  they  would  give  bim  credit  for  the 
motives  which  governed  his  conduct.  At  the  ssime  time, 
he  gave  thebonourable  General  full  credit  for  havincr  brought 
forward  this  motion  merely  from  asense  of  his  parliamentary 
dutv,  and  by  no  means  intended  to  insinuate  that  it  was 
with  any  view  of  getting  popularity  in  the  Army,  by  being 
considered  as  the  friend  and  advocate  of  the  officers,  lie 
^inust  regret,  however,  that  be  had  brought  this  rootioo 
forward,  as  it  not  only  placed  Ministers  in  the  unpleasant 
situation  of  being  obliged  to  resist  what  was  <isked  for  them, 
but  might  tend  to  produce  disagreeable  feelin£;s  in  the  minds 
cf  many  officers.  He  did  not  thiok  it  necessary  to  follow 
the  gallant  General  in  all  his  details ;  but  he  must  say,  that 
his  conclusions  were  totally  differcat.  The  pay  of  Captains 
bad  certainly  l)een  increased  during  tbe  period  that  the 
gallant  General  spoke  of,  from  9^.  5d.  per  day  to  10^ •  6d. 
and  if  the  Captain  got  the  rank  of  Brevet-Major,  then  his 
pay  was  12x.  od.  He  could  not  by  any  means  allow,  that 
the  income-tax  should  be- considered-  as  any  reduction  of 
pay.  it  was  a  sacrifice  which  the  officers  of  the  Army  were 
called  upon  to  niiike  in  common  with  the  rest  of  their 
countrymen.  The  pay  of  the  <;om!non  soldfer  was  no 
criterion  for  what  ought  to  be  the  pay  of  the  officer.  The 
soldier's  pay  was  given  him  to  provide  necessaries  for  his 
subsistence ;  and  therefore  as  the  price  of  necessaries  in* 
creased,  the  pay  must  necessarily  increase.  The  pay  of  the 
officer  was  not  for  necessaries  merely.  The  rewani  for  his 
services  was  not  merely  his  pay  ;  but  it  also  lay  in  honour, 
and  a  certain  rank  in  society.  The  pay  was  however  such 
as  the  means  of  the  country  would  afibul  to  give.  What^ 
ever  it  was^  it  was  fixed  and  well  l^own.  £very  officer  on 
entering  the  service  knew  what  he  had  to  receive,  and  made 
bis-  arrangements  accordingly.  It  was  not  merely  for  pay 
that  they  entered  the  Army,  many  of  them  had  idt  nobler 
objects  in  view  ;  and  the  inere  adding  eighteen-pence  a  day 
to  one  rank  in  the  Army,  could  not  do  any  material,  service 
to  the  whole.  Besides  the  increase  of  pay^  there  bad  been 
of  late  an  increase  of  other  allowances  proportioned  to  th^ 
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fjcpenfe^  thoy  fiadjtomeet.  Araon^  these  allowances  we^e 
lod^infT-money,  bat  and  forasjomoney,  travel! ins^-monc^, 
and  thj*  allDWauccs  lately  made  io  the  regimental  messes. 
As  to  the  sitojition  of  officers  embarking  for  forei^  service, 
il  had  h(x*n  recently  brought  befo.c  tlie  consideration  of  the 
Treasury,  '^^ho  referred  it  to  the  Commaiider-in-Chii*f  and 
a  board  of  General  Officers,  tn  'determine  what  should  be  the 
compcfisation.  The  subalterns  had  tiow,  on  such  occasions, 
an  allowance  of  six-pence  a  day,  for  two  hundred  days,  as 
forage,  and  3/,  »5it.  as  hagirnge-money.  He  could  not 
think  it  wise  to  refer  such  matters  to  Committees  appointed 
by  Parliament.  Although  the  gallant  General  seemed  to 
Itave  in  his  contemplation  only  the  situation  of  Captains  ; 
yetererjr  other  class,  both  of  the  Army  and  Navy,  would  be 
fed  to  expect  snch  an  increase  of  pay,  as.  the  country  could 
not  in  its  present  circumstances  afford.  For  thes^reasous, 
he  felt  it  his  duty  to  negative  the  motion.  ^ 

Mr.^Uvtcninson  spoke  in  support  of  the  motion* 
Sir  James  Pulterify  thotigbt  that  it  waa  a  verv  proper 
iiibject  for  the  consideration  of  Ministers,  whether  some 
ftrther  addition  might  not  be  made  to  the  comforts  of  our 
brave  officers.  At  the  same  time,  he^thought  that  this 
4x)nsideration  belonged  more  peculiarly  to  Ministers ;  and 
that  this  was  one  of  the  prerogatives  of  the  Crown,  which 
the  Hous6  ought  not  now  to  interfere  with.  He  could  not, 
therefore,  vote  for  the  Committee  proposed  by  the  gallant 
Ofeneral. 

General  Tarktoh  said,  that,  regardless  of  any  unpopiilarity 
or  obloquy,  he  should  strictly  discharge  what  be  conceived 
to  be  his  dutv. ,  In  a  debate  on  a  similar  proposition  at  the 
ioncltision  of  the  last  war,  he  had  said  that  it  was  not  ih  a 
time  of  war  that  such  discussions  should  take  place ;  but  thai 

Iipon  the  return  of  peace  whatever  was  amiss  with  respect  to 
he  pay  and  allowances  of  the  Army  ought  to  be  regulated. 
When  the  immense  establishment  at  which  our  Army  and 
Navy  now  stood  was  considered,  it  was  very  doubtful  whe- 
ther the  country  could  afford  to  give  such  increase  as  might 
be  tnought  proper.  He  considered  that  it  was  not  inlhc 
rank  of  Captain  only,  but  in  every  rank,  from  Field- Marshal 
to  Ensign,  the  pay  was  inadequate.  He  doubted  whether 
it  was  at  present  within  the  means  of  the  country  to  give 
what  might  be  called  adequate  pay  :  he  must  set  his  fac^ 
against  the  present  motion.  When  the  great  contest  in 
vhi^h  the  comitry  is   now  €n^aged  ibould  be   btoiigbt 
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io  its  termination,  then  tie  thought  that  itieaiBotint  of  IIm 
pay  should  be  taken  into  t)ie  most  serious  consideration.  He 
believed  that  there  was  not  on  the  fiice  of  the  earth  any 
officers  at  all  comparable  to  the  British  officers.  He  cottM 
not  avoid  pointing  out  to  the  attention  of  the  Home  the 
great  nurooer  of  our  Auny,  including  the  Militia.  He 
thought  that  the  system  must  be  permanent  of  looking  to  the 
Loral  Militia  for  the  supply  of  the  Regular  Militi^,  and 
looking  io  the  Regular  Militia  to  recruit  the  Line.  He 
thought  that  every  Militia  Colonel  in  the  House  ought  to 
be  proud  of  having'  sent  men  from  his  regiment  tasuch 
battles  as  those  of  Talavera  and  Barrosa.  (Hear^  hear,  from 
hoth  sides  of  the  Houst* )  For  the  reasons  he  had  gi?eO|  he 
must  vote  against  the  motion.  t 

Sir  T>  Turion  said,'  ^hcn  votes  of  thanks  were  to  be 
passed  to  an  Army  for  a  brilliant  victory,  then  the  beaches 
of  the  House  groaned  beneath  the  weight  of  the  memberi 
who  pressed  io  attend  on  such  occasions;  but  when  the 
question  was  for  giving  money  to  increase  their  comforts, 
there  was  barely  such  an  attendance  as  to.  constitute  a 
House.  As  to  the  pressure  of  the  Income  Tax»  he  would  say 
that  officers  as  well  as  others  should  be  called  on  for  sacrifices 
which  they  could  afford  to  make,  but  not  for  sacrifices  so 
great  as  to  be  left  unable  io  support  their  proper  rank.  The 
noble  Lord.  (Lord  Palmerston)  had  said  that  the  pay  of 
officers  was,  to  be  sure,  small,  but  that  rank  and  honour 
made  up  the  difference.  Certainly  there  Irere  no  officers 
more  rich  in  honour  than  the  British  officere:  but  how 
would  honour  supply  their  wants,  or  enable  them  to  main- 
tain their  rank?  He  could  take  upon  himself  to  state^that 
there  were  still  great  abuses  in  tne  Army;  that  still  the 
returns  were  defective ;  and  we  had  men  upon  paper  that 
were  not  to  be  produced  (Lord  Palmerston  expressed  dis* 
sent).  He  must  insist  upon  it,  that  this  was  the  case,  and 
he  could  prove  it  in  different  regiments.  Thinking  that  the 
present  pay  and  allowances  were  inadequate,  he  should  sup-^ 
port  the  motion. 

JUr,  II.  Thornton  thought  that  the  usual  criterion  of  the 
snp|>ly  and  the  demand  ought  to  be  applied  to  the  Army. 
.The  distress  could  not  be  severe,  while  so  manv  respectable 
youg  men  were  daily  entering  the  Armj'.  it  would  be 
injurious  to  the  principle  of  the  Army  to  make  it  a  lucrative 

£rufr6sion.     Honour  wrs  to  be  part  of  the  stimulus.     Xhe 
liitury  bad  many  iiooipcnsations  iu  the  high  chat^icter 
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of  their  ,professioii,  and  the  respedt  with  which  it  met  ia 
society .  / 

Mr.  I^Ftrte»'/brce  was  convinced,  that  the  Army  knew  if 
to  be  the  general  wish  of  the  House  to  offer  them  the  highest 
recompeoce  it  could  ofifer  ;  but  that  was  not  to  be  money. 
No  sum  could  lie  a  recom pence  for  the  bravery  and  good, 
conduct  of  the  British.  Army :  but  there  were  many  ex* 
trinsic  considerations  connected  with  the  proposed  measure^ 
which  made  it  difficult  to  be  resolved  on.  In  the  Prussiaa 
service  the  principU  of  gradation. had  been  allowed  to  go 
on  to  a  certain  rank,  and  then  came  the  principle  ofseU^ 
tion.  .  in  our  service  it  was  directly  the  reverse.  If  this 
were  remedied,  a  great  grievance  to  the  Army  and  Navy 
would  betione  away,  and  persons  would  not  be  left  mid- 

Sbipmen  for  five  and  twenty  years,  as  had  happened  within 
us  (Mr.  Wilberforce*s)  knowledge,    Thb  would  be  a  great 
boon  from  Crovernment. 

General  Gascoj/ne^  from  the  temper  of  the  House,  and 
the  circumstances  which  had  been  stated,  was  not  anxious 
to  press  his  motion  at  that  particular  time.  The  question 
was,  however;;  put,  and  negatived  without  a  division. 

WEST-INDIAN   FREE  LABOUR. 

*  ifr.  Barham  said,  he  meant  to  {Propose  a  plan  for  more 
effectually  abolishing  slavery  in  the  colonies.  The  plan 
was  practical,  and  likely  to  be  singularly  important,  some 
apprehensions  had  been  excited,  as  to  the  nature  of  itsopeta-^ 
tion  pn  the  West-fudian  interests :  but  the  plan  had  so  far 
been  .misunderstood.  It  did  not  interfere  with  the  system  as 
it  nowstood ;  it  did  not  interfere  with  the  Colonial  Legisla- 
tures>  nor  with  the  authority  of  masters  over  their  slaves, 
nor  did  it  offer  to  the  slaves  any  communication  of  those 
rights  which  they  wete  not  yet  fitt(^d  to  receive:  its  object 

/^as  to  give  the  slaves  the  slow  education  of  the  example  of 
many  thousand  ii^dustrious  and  decent  men  living  amon^ 
them  by  voluntary  laboUr*  The  population  of  the  slaves 
was  decreasing.  By  a  return  which  he  held  in  his  hand, 
the  decrease  in  1809.  in  a  single  district  in  Jamaica,  was 
ten  thousand,  or  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  upon  the  whole 
stock.     Here  Mr.  Barham  went  into  a  view  of  the  measure 

.  which  had  been  suggested,,  and  the  information  which  had 
been  received  relative  to  his  plan.  The  great  feature  of  it 
was,  to  transport  the  superfluous  populatiofi  of  the  British 
£mpire  in  liindostan  to  the  West  Indies.    The  idea  had 


I 
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bern  approved  1^  Mntiy  inteUr^^^ent  meh.  It  had  been  sub* 
milted  to  the  late  Mr.  Windham,  wboadrised  thnt  it  should 
be  pat  into  a  practical  form,  and  it  had  been  received  with 
tuffioietit  consideration  by  the  late  Govemraenf.  An 'ex- 
periment of  the  same  nature  had  failed  at  Trinidad,  but  it  was 
from  total  misn^ana^ment.  In  the  prescfit  instance,  we 
mi^ht  find  in  Batnvia,  if  we  rot  the  island^  three  hundred 
thousand  Chinese  who  were  skilled  in  cultivating  the  sugar- 
cane. Their  transportation  was  to  be  voluntarj,  and  no 
one  waft  to  be  permitted  to  come  who  was  to  leave  a  family 
behind.  Great  advantages  of  diligence,  decency,  and  scca* 
rity,  would  be  gaincti  to  the  islands  by  this  measure.  Mr. 
Barham  concluded  bv  moving,  that  "  a  Committee  should 
be  appointed  to  consider  of  the  ezpediencv  and  practicabi- 
lity of  snppljring  the  West*Lndia  Colonies  witn  labourer « 
from  the  luist,  and  report  their  opinion  thereon  to  the 
House.'* 

Mr.  Frozrn  would  not  object  to  the  Committee,  because 
he  was  anxious  for  any  thing  that  might  lead  to  abolish 
slavery  :  but  it  was  important  that  there  should  be  nothing: 
done,  which  touched  or  injured  th^  extensive  interests  of 
West-India  pro|)erty.  The  present  project  appeared  to 
him  diiBruU  in  the  execution,  and  most  uncertain  in  the 
event.  It  wouhl  of  course  be  a  high  consideration  with  the 
Committee  to  respect  the  rights  which  they  found  already 
^tablibhcd  in  the  colonies,  and  to  pause  Upon  the  dangers 
of  the  doubtful  plan  which  was  now  ofiered  to  the  Mouse. 

Mr.  tnibtr force  complimented  Mr.  Barham  on  his  phi- 
L'lnthropy,  and  had  no  objection  to  the  Committee. 

Xr.  Stephen  did  not  conceive  that  any  favourable  result 
could  arrive  from  going  into  the  Committer.  The  experi- 
ment had  been  tried  in  the  Island  of  Trinidad,  and  failed. 
If  the  single  men  who  were  employed  in  that  instance 
could  not  silpport  themselves  by  their  labour,  still  less 
could  they  now  support  their  families  which  were  to  accom- 
pany them. 

Mr.  C.  Hutchhnon  should  support  the  motioni  though  he 
felt  somf  difficulties  upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  Hibbert  should  vote  for  the  motion,  because  if  tbe 
plan  should  sncci^,  it  would  be  productive  of  much  benefit 
to  tlie  West  Indies. 

The  motion  was  then  agreed  to,  and  the  Committee  ap- 
pointed. 


5^9 


SAST*tNDIA  COMPANT  8  OI|ABTBB« 

The  Chancdlor  of  the , Exchequer^  pursu^ntto  his  notice 
on  a  former  day,  rose  to  move  that  that  House  do  give 
notice  to  the  Directors  of  the  £ast-India  Company,  tliat 
their  Charter  will  expire  in  the  year  1814.  This  notice,, 
he  had  to  observe,  was  directed  to  be  ^iven  by  a  clause  in, 
the  Act  of  the  33d  of  the  King^  by  which  the  Comp^^ny's. 
Charter  had  been  renewed.  It  was  enacted  by  tlial  clause, 
that  whenever,  after  the  first  of  !Nf arch,  181 1,  notice  stiould 
be  given  that  the  sums  due  from  the  public  to  the  Compaax 
should  be  paid  off,  the  Charter  should  expire  in  three*  years 
after  such  notice,  provided  such  sums  were  then  paid  off. 
This  Act  referred  to  another  Act.  of  the  same  session,  Mrhicli 
contained  an  arrangement  respecting  the  sums  advanced 
from  their  capital,  stock  to  the:  public*  The  sum  due 
at  that  period  was  4,S00,000/.  but  by  payments  which 
had  been  made  in  the  course  of  the  s(*S!»ioa  of  179S,  this 
sum  bad  been  reduced  to  1,2Q7,559/*  of  which  latter  sum  it 
w;a8  then  his  intention  to  move  that  the  House,  do  give 
notice  of  payment  within  the  time  limited,  by  the  Act.. 
The  time  for  which  he  proposed  to  fix  the  payment  of 
this  sum  was  the  10th  of  April,  1814.  The  ri<i^ht  honour- 
able gei^tleman  concluded  by  moving,  '*  that  notice  be 
given  io  the  Court  of  Directors  of  the  Bisi-India  Com- 
panyi  that  on  the  10th  of  April,  1814,  the  said  sum  of 
1,207,559/.  with  all  arrears,  &c.  thereon,  being  the  re- 
mainder of  the  capital  stock  of  the  ComyMny  due  from 
the  public,  shall  be  redeemed  and  paid  off  Agreeably  to 
the  power  of  redemption  contained  in  the  List  of  the  said 
Acts." 

On  the  question  b^ing  put, 

Mr.  Creerey  observed,  that  ^  similar  notice- had  ber^n 
moved  by  Mr.  Pitt,  and  that  ik>  contract  for  a  renewal 
of  the  Company's  Charter  had  been  entered  into  till  1793. 
He  trusted,  therefore,  that  a  similar  delay  would  be  allowed 
in  this  instance  before  any  steps  should  be  taken  for  a 
renewal  of  the  Charter. 

Mr,  Dundas  should  l)e.no  party  to  any  such  understand- 
ing.    The  Court  of  Directors  might  bring  forward  an  ap* 
plication  for  a  renewal  of  their  Charter,  whenever  the^f  • 
should  see  occasion. 
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The  motion  WM  then  a^^reed  to,  and  the  Speaker  ofdered 
to  give  the  notice  in  writing  to  the  Diieoton  of  the  £a8tr 
India  Companj  on  the  lOib  instant. 

niSTILLBKT  BILI*. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
tillery  Bill;  after  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Hutchinson,  the 
Chancellor  of  ^the  Exchequer,  and  Mr,  W.  Smith,,  the 
blanks  were  filled  up  pro  forma;  after  which  the  i^aose 
resumed,  and  the  report  was  brought  up.:  the  Bill  as 
amended  was  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  the  report  to 
be  taken  into  further  ^consideration  on  Monday.— Ad- 
journed* 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

'  7BIDAY,   APRIX.  5. 

RBVEBSION    BILL. 

JJirr/  Grostenor  rose  for  the  purpose  of  moving  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill  prohibiting  the  granting  of  Offices  in 
Reversion.  He  could  not  avoid  availing  Iumsel£  of  the 
present  opportunity  to  say^  that  he  thought  the  country  was 
very  greatly  indebted  Jo  the  Committee  of  Fmance  of  the 
other  House  for  their  patriotic  labours  on  this  subject,  which 
were  calculated  materially  to  promote  the  benefit  of  the 
nation  at  large,  and  which,  would  have  been  still  more 
beneficial  had  they  not  been  thwarted  in  their  endeavours 
from  some  other  quarter.  At  the  present  moment  he  bad  no 
reason  to  expect  that  this  Bill  would  be  received  with  great 
favour  by  their  Lordshii^s ;  but  he  trusted  be  had,  at  all 
.  events,  redeemed  the  pledge  which  he  had  given  in  the  last 
Fes^ion  of  Parliament,  of  again  Ininging  before  the  House  the 
subjoct  of  Places  granted  in  Reversion.  He  trusted,  not- 
withstanding, that  at  a  future  period  he  should  be  able  to 
bring  it  to  a  full  discussion,  and  that,  too,.under  more 
favourable  auspices.  He  was  certainly  at  a  loss  to  conceive 
what  were  the  objections  which  the  noble  Lord  on  the  WooU 
aark  would  offer  to  the  object  of  this  Bill;'  raore.particu- 
rally  considering  the  part  that  noble  Lord  took  last  year  in 
favour  of  a  Bill  for  the  suspension  of  the  exercise  of  the  very 
same  prerogative.    He  was  well  aware,  at  the  same  timc«  oif 
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the  ingenuity  of  that  noble  Lord^  Which  TronldseMom  leave 
bim  in  total  want  of  some  arg^nments  to  support  his  opinions! 
With  r^pect  to  the  Bill  itself,  he  conceivaJ,  that  upon  every 
principle  of  liberal,  in^nuous,  and  constitutional  policy,  ii 
well  deserved  the  unanimous  support  of  the  House*  The 
noble  Earl  concluded  by  moving  the  second  reading.  ^ 

The  Lord  Chancellor  was  not  aware  of  what  sort  of  infor«* 
mation,  or  upon  what  principle,  the  noble  Earl  had  thought 
it  proper  to  anticipate  his  opposition  to  the  present  Billy 
since  he  never  had  stated  that  the  qu^tion  upon  the  grants 
of  places  in  reversion  was  not  a  question  which  deserved^ 
whenever  brought  forward  regularly^  the  serious  attention  of 
Parliament ;  '  bi^t  yet  he  must  say,  that  this  question  was 
connected  intims^tely  with  several  others  of  importance,  in 
as  far  as  they  related  to  a  very  important  branch  'of  the 
policy  of  the  state.  Those  other  matters,  in  &ct,  could  not 
be  properly  considered  separately ,  and  apart:  buthewbhed 
particularl|y  to  put  it  to  their  Lorclships,' whether  this  was 
the  proper  time  for  their  Lordships  to  enter  into  a  discus- 
sioo  on  this  subject,  which  to  much  concerned  .the  ancient 
.  prerogatives  of  the  Crown,  as  they  had  bfcn  exercised  for 
three,  or  four,  or  five  centuries  past.  C6uld  any  noble  lord 
suppose  i)iat  his  Majesty  who  at  present  wote  the  Crowu  of 
this  realm,  or  be  who  would  succeed  hi^  Majesty,  would  hesi* 
tate  even  for  one  momient  to  give  up  sucn  a  power  as  that 
which  this  Bill  sought  to  abrogate,  if  it  appe^ed  to  be  useful 
to  the  country  to  do  ^o .?  There  was  still  less  reason  for  pro*' 
ceeding  in  such  a  Bill,  when  it  was  known  to  all  their  Lord- 
ships,  that,  in  point  of  &cty  the  grant  of  places  in.  reversion 
was  prohibited  for  one  year  by  the  very  Act  which  establbbed 
the  government  pf  the  Prince  Regent.  He  thought,  tbere- 
fore»  that  there  could  appear  no  sufficieot  reason  for  going 
on  any  farther  in  the  present  BilK 

The  question  was  putting,  when  Earl  Grosvenor  rose  and 
said,  that,  under  all  circumstances,  he  should  not  trouble 
the  House  further  at  present,  the  power  of  granting  in  lever- 
sion  being  at  present  suspended :  but  he  must  repeat,  that 
he  trusted,  on  another  occasion,  that  he  should  be  able  to 
brinff  the  matter  iiito  a  fuU  discussion. 

The  second  reading  wasthen  n^atived,  nem.  ^'. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  then  inoved,  that  the^ill  be  in- 
jected ;  upon  which  the  Marquis  of  Lansdowne  and  Earl 
Grey  made  some  remarks ;  the  latter  noble  Lord  thought 
that  the  rejection  of  the  Bill  would  be  improper.    He 
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io  tbe  pottpoDciDeut  of  it  awkr  the  jprcaoit  circonslBBOii  i 
but  be  avowed  binudf  a  ddennined  triend  to  the  principks 
on  which  it  was  foandcd.  He  thought,  th«reibre,  that  aC 
least,  tbe  bccomuig  way  of  proceeding  would  be  to  mote 
that  the  farther  consideration  of  it  be  postponed  six  months. 
The  Earl  of  Lkn-pool  had  no  particobu  objeclioo  to 
adopting  the  suggestion  -of  the  noUe  Earl ;  and  therdore 
moved  t(c  said  postponement  for  six  mouths,  which  was 
agreed  lo,  item  disi, 

MILITIA' ENLISTMENT  BILL, 

Hie  Fart  of  IJnervool  moved  the  sccood  reading  of  the 
Militia  EnlisUnent  Bill.  He  would  not  then  trouble  the 
House  on  tbe  subject  i  but  on  Monday  next,  when  it  would 
come  more  fully  under  their  consideration^  be  should  submit 
to  their  Lordships  some  dbsenratioas  upon  it* 

DISTILLATIOir. 

The  Earlof  Hardwicke  said,  that  be  did  not  know  wlie» 
ther  the  motions  he  was  about  to  make  would  meet  with  any 
opposition ;  bot  if  tknr  did,  he  should  think  that  theie 
could  not  be  too  much  iair  discussion  on  the  subject,  because 
it  was  of  the  highest  importance  to  tbe  agricohureof  the 
country.  He  then  moved  for  various  papers  on  the  subject) 
such  as  the  average  prices  of  wheat  and  barley  for  a  certain 
time,  the  quantity  or  com  spirits  imported  into  this  country 
from  Ireland  from  1801  to  1809,  inclusively,  &c.  whic 
were  agreed  to,  ncm  ^s,-— 'Adjoumed.  ' 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

FBIDAr,  APEIL  5* 
rJlINTERS    REGULATION   BILLi 

.  This  Rill  having  gone  into  a  Commlitee,. 

The  AUoincy'-Cencral  objected  (o  the  clause  which  con- 
fined the  puniblimeut  to  a  single  penalty  :  this  would  make 
the  \vho!4»  act  nugatory. 

Mr,  IL  Mariin  bad  thought  himself  fnlly  warranted  in 
proiH)S'ii^  that  tiieie  bhould  be  only  one  penally  for  each  im- 
probsion.  He  recjuoslcil  the  House  io  observe,  that  all  the 
p^nalti<*i.  io  vluch  Printers  had  l>cen  liable  before  the  39th 
of  ilic  Kin<r  \^ould  btill  be  in  force  after  this  Bill  passed  into 
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m  law.  There  would  be  no  additional  security  for  libels. 
Tbeobjectof  itwasto  place  the  law  on  its  former  footing, 
or  nearly  so.  To  shew  the  propriety  of  this/ he  called  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  history  of  the  Act  of  the  39tii 
of  the  King)  the  most  material  part  of  which  it  was  the  Ae^ 
sign  of  this  Bill  to  repeal.  It  had  originated  from  the 
opinion,  that  extraordinary  vigilanof  and  figour  were  neccs- 
sary  to  counteract  the  machinations  of  seditious  societies, 
who  circulated  a  yast  number  of  papers,  ^he  printers  of 
which  could  never,  'without  great  difficulty,  be  discovered. 
It  was  therefore  required  that  as  an  additional  security  every 
printer  should  be  made  liable  to  heavy  penalties,  whq  should 
fieglect  to  put  his  name  to  whatever  he  printed.  Bat,  if  a 
libel  was  published,  the  Printer  was  still  subject  to  prosecu- 
tion for  that  ofience  as  before.  These  societies  no  longer  ex« 
isted,  and  the  Act,  being  calculated  only  to  meet  a  particulax 
exigency,  ought  now  to  be  considerably  modified,  if  not  re- 
pealed. See  how  the  law  stood,  while  such  enormous 
penalties  might  be  incurred  even  by  inadvertence.  The  Attor* 
torney-£lenerel  himself,  he  believed,  about  two  years  ago, 
^d  round  it  necessary  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  indemnify  per* 
tons  who  bad  violated  it«  Was  it  fitting  that  the  Act  should 
still  be  continued  on  the  statute  books  in  its  present  shape  ? 
that  it  should  still  be  hung  up  in  terroremf  and  that  Bills 
of  Indemnity  should  b^  passed  at  the  end  ofeverytwoor 
three  years,  to  afford  some  mitigation  of  the  hardshijps  re- 
tnltingfrom  it?  If  he  conld  secure  his  honourable  and 
karned  firiend^s  support,  by  consenting  to  enlarge  the 
penalty,  he  should  be  disposed  to  yield  so  tar.  But  how  was 
it  possible  to  permit  the  law  to  stand  as  it  was  ?*  to  leave  the 
Printer  liable  to  a  penalty  for  every  copy  of  a  pamphlet,  hand- 
bill, or  any  other  publication,  merely  for  neglecting  to  put 
his  name  tathem  ?  The  business  was  under  sufficient  regu- 
lation without  this.  He  had  been  answerable  for  hb  publi'^ 
cations  before  the  time  of  the  seditious  societies,  whose  prac- 
tices had  been  the  only  ground  upon  which  the  aaditiohal 
jR^ulations  bad  been  established.     It  was  impossible  for  a 

Srintef  to  carry  on  his  business  without  being  well  known. 
^  'hey  were  registered  with  the  Clerk  of  the  Peace,  and  sub- 
ject (o  other  rulesj  which  .rendered  it  impracticable  to  coii* 
ceal  theqaselves.  Would  the  Attornev  General  pi:>int  out 
any  instance  in  which  a  prosecution  bad  foiled  from  a  diffi- 
culty of  findifig  out  the  printer  i  It  was  not  pr^ended  at 
the  time  the  39ih  of  tfie  King  was  under  consideration^  that 
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there  was  any  difficulty  of  the  kind.  It  rested  entifd joo  the 
ptooeediiigs  of  the  seditioos  societies ;  and  as  they  no  loe^ 
existed,  why  should  the  business  of  printing  reraaia  sobjed 
4o  (his  severe  hankhip  t  Let  the  peiulty  be  raised  to  lOOL 
if  the  Attorney  General  wished  it ;  bat  surdy  it  cooM  not 
be  permitted  that  a  magistrate  should  have  the  power  nf 
imposing  penalties  to  the  extent,  perhaps^  of  iOfiOOL  in  a 
summary  manner.  No  class  of  the  community  ought  to  be 
so  mdch  in  the  power  of  the  magistrate.  His  wish  was  not 
to  innovate^  but  to  restore  the  law  to  what  it  was  before, 
with  the  exception  of  this  small  penalty  of  10/.  for  a  whole 
impression,  it  published  without  the  printer's  name. 

mrm  Giddy  thought  that  it  would  be  better  to  have  a  sin- 
gle penalty,  with  power  to  the  magistrates  and  the  Court  of 
Quarter  Sessions  to  mitigate  it  as  diey  thought  proper. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said,  that  it  was  by  rea- 
son of  the  difficulty  of  finding  out  the  publisher,  that  the 
law  had  imposed  those  penalties  on  the  printer,  and  it  was 
thought  that  the  terror  of  punishment  would  have  made 
the  printers  conform  to  the  provisions  of  the  law.  With 
respect  to  the  particular  clause,  he  was  convinced  that  one 
single  penalty  would  be  utterly  insufficient  to  produce  the 
efiect  which  was  desired.  He  thought,  therefore,  that  it 
would  be  the  best  way  to  negative  that  clause  for  the  |Hir- 
pose  of  introducing  another,  which  would  give  power  to  the 
magistrate,  and  to  the  Quarter  Sessions,  to  mitigate  those 
penalties  as  they  should  judge  proper.  This' would,  as  he- 
thought,  be  leaving  the  law  in  the  situation  which  was  most 
desirable.  Whenever  a  mischievous  intention  was  evident 
In  the  printer,  the  penalties  might  still  attach. 

Ijord  Folkcstofie  felt  the  greatest  objectiota  to  trusdng 
such  an  enormous  power  to  the  magistrate,  as  to  leave  it 
altogether  to  their  discretion,  wheUier  penalties  to  the 
amount  of  SO.OOO/.  should  or  should  not  be  mitigated  to  less 
than  SO/.  He  wished  the  honourable  gentleman  could 
have  gone  a  little  farther,  and,  instead  of  altering  the  Act  of 
the  S9th  of  the  King,  had  moved  for  repealing  it  altoeether. 
The  tact  was,  that  this  Act  was  one  of  those  which  were 
framed  in  the  spirit  of  the  Bills  for  the  suppression  of  trea- 
sonable meetings,  commonly  known  by  the  name  of  Ga^ 
ging  BilU.  Now  if  one  of  those  Bills  ought  to  be  tempo- 
rarv  and  the  other  permanent,  it  was  this  Act  of  the  39th 
which  ought  to  have  beep  made  a  tempoivy  Act,  instead 
of  the  other  i  for  it  was  evpressly  stated  to  have  beea 
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bfotighf  in'  merely  from  the  temporary  citcamftance 
societies  then  existing,  that  distribated  seditious  iv 
gratis.  This  Bill,  such  as  it  was,  might  certainly  do  sc 
thing  for  the  benefit  of  the  Printers ;  but  it  would  pla 
'most  enormous  an^  dangerous  power  in  the  hands  of 
tnajB^istrate* 

The  Attorney-General  contended,  that  it  would  be  s 
rient  to  protect  the  Printers  from  the  consequences  of  i 
inadvertencyy  if  the  magistrates  bad  power  to  mitigate 
penalties.  ,         ' 

Sir  Samuel  Romllif.  conceived  that  there  was  no  posi 
case  in  which  it  could  be  advisable  or  proper  that  pena 
should  be  levied  on  every  copy  of  a  paper  that  was  pri 
without  the  printer's  name*  To  take  the  strongest  cas< 
Suppose  the  name  of  the  printer  was  intentionally  omi 
for  the  purpose  of  circulating  a  libel>  the  printer  was  ci 
ual  and  deserved  punishment;  but  would  any  one  sa 
deserved  to  be  fined  twenty  or  thirty  thousand  poiindsi 
was  weilknown  that  the  Court  of  King's  Bench  nevei 
Aided  such  fhies  at  present  in  any  case  of  libel.  The 
of  Rights  particularly  declared  such  excessive  fines  i 
highly  illegal. '  It  should  not  then  be  left  to  magistr 
even  supposing  the  publication  was  a  libel,  to  prono 
whether^the  printer  should  pay  SO/,  or  20,000/.  for  not 
Jug.  bis  name  prefixed  to  the  publication.  An  honoui 
gentleman  had  said,  that  the  Act  was  so  plain,  that 
body  who  could  read  ought  to  undeMand  its  provii 
Now  it  happened,  that  not  only  persons  who  could 
well,  but  good  lawyers  had  not  been  aware  chat  they 
in  the  daily  habit  of  violating  this  law.  The  Mastei 
Chancery  had  ^n  in  the  habit  of  issuing  printed  wan 
from  tbeiroffices,  without  suspecting  that  they  had  inci 
penalties  to  the  amount  of  twenty  or  thirty  thou 
pounds.  Persons  who  offended  the  law  through  inac 
tence  were  much  more  easily  detected,  than  tbdse  wh< 
it  Vox  the  purpose  of  concealing  themselves.  He  ap 
with  the  noble  Lord  (Lord  Folkestone),  that  this  act  o 
to  have  been  only  a  temporary  one. 

Mr.  Lockhart  said,  that  he  coukl  never  consent  to  1 
the  consideratfoa  of  the  case  of  libel  entirely  to.  the  m 
trates.  He  was  an  enemy  to  the  licentiousness  oj 
press;  but  still  he  did  not  think  the  punishment  of  I 
should  be  left  to  the  magistrates.    Their  lei'usiog  lo 


gate  tlio«  eoonaoas  penalties  would  atnoum  to  the  same 
.tbioe  as  infliaiog  them.  . 

Mr.  Martin  observed,  that  aa  Iialf  of  tb6  penalties  be* 
longed  to  the  informer  on  conviction,  it  would  be  impossi* 
ble  for  the  magistrate  to  remit  this  partbf  tlie  penalty.  The 
part  of  the  penalties  which  the  common  informer  might 
sue  fix,  would  often  be  sufficient  to  produce  the  perpetual 
'  imprisonment  of  the  defendant,  whereas  the  Court  of  King's 
Qench  hardly  ever  inflicted  more  than  two  years  imprison* 
ment.  It  must  always  be  borne  in  mind,  that  the  Act  of 
the  39th  of  the  King  was  not  passed  with  a  view  of  regula- 
ting the  trade>  but  merely  with  a  view  of  counteracting  the 
pfoceedings  of  certain  societies,  which  are  not  now  in 
existence.  He  would  rather  a  single  p«nalty  should  be  ss 
high  as  500/.  (with  power  of  being|  mitigated),  than  have 
penalties  for  every  copy  which  should  be  printed. 

The  jittomej/'Gcnerul  then  said,  he  would  go  so  far  to 
meet  his  views  as  to  consent  that  there  shouTd  never  be 
more  than  twenty-five  penalties  for  one  publication,  subject 
to  be  mitigated  from  to/*  to  5/.  at  the  discreUon  of  the  ma- 
gistrates. In  such  case  the  highest  penalties  which  could 
attach  to  any  case  of  violating  this  law  would  not  exceed 
the  sum  he  had  last  mentioned  of  500/. 
.  After  some  farther  conversation,  the  clause  was  amended 
to  that  effect. 

Another  clause  was  agreed  to,  allowing  the  Quarter 
.Sessions  either   to   confirm   or  dismiss  the  appeal   with 
costs. 

After  some  farther  amendments,  the  report  was  ordered 
to  be  brought  up  on  Monday. 

VOREIOK   MINISTBRS   SALAET   BILL. 

On  the  question  for  the  third  readiiig  of  this  Bill, 
Lord  F.  Osborne  rose  to  oppose  it.  He  did  not  perceive 
the  claims  the  persons  principally  interested  in  this  Bill  had 
to  have  such  a  Bill  passed  in  their  favour*  He  could  not 
agree  to  such  a  Bill,  when  be  recolleftted  that  it  was  only 
twenty-four  hours  since  the  House  bad  refused  to  go  into  a 
Committee  to  consider  about  improving  the  situation  of  our 
brave  officers,  who  had  a  much  better  claim  upon  their 
country  than  he  conceived  those  persons  to  have.  He  con* 
eluded  by  moving  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  Uiird  time  this 
day  six  modths.  :  - 


APRlli  5.3      f  OltXION  KIirxSTSBS  8AU1BT  mtht.  &fft 

Mr.  MQrri$  wisbed  that  tbe  noUe  Ix)rd  bad  conde^ 
icended  to  state  some  farther  reasons  for  his  ojpposilioD  to 
the43ill.  This  Bill  did  not  proceed  from  any  ciarms  made 
by  .individoats,  but  from  its. being,  supposed  proper,!  that 
that  power  which  the  Crown  hid  formerly  should  be  .re- 
stored to  it.  There  had  been  a -resolution  inconsequence 
of  the  report  of  a  Committee,  thnt  pensions  and  allowances 
to  Foreign  Ministers  had  increased  in  their  amount,  and  that 
they  ought  to  be  checked^  in  consequence  of  this,  there 
had  been  an  AcU  which,  putting  all  manner  of  services  on 
the  same  footing,  declared,  that  no  pension  should  be  given  ^ 
unless  after  ten  years'  service.  It  would,  however,  be  a 
very  grent  Ixardship  on  individuals  taken  from  other  profes- 
sio^is  and  pursuits,  if,  upan  being  removed  frotn  the  sitaa* 
tion  of  Foreign  Ministei^  by  circumstances  over  which  they 
had  DO  manner  of.  control,  they  were  to  liave  uo  sort  of 
remuneration  for  past  services,  unless  thev  had  served  the 
whole  term  of  ten  ^ears.  He  thought  that  it  would  be  « 
much  juster  principle,  that  they  should  have  a  coropen-* 
tation.pcopottioned .  to  the  nature  and  extent  of  their 
services. 

Mr.  £(7n^e5  thought  that,  after  the  Act  of  last  Session, 
it  would  be  singular  if  they  should  now  infringe  its  princi- 
ple. By  "Mr.  Bufke^s  Bill,  which  took  effect  in  1782,  the 
power  of  gratiting*  pensions  was  limited.  Pensions  were 
allo'wances  either  for  services  not  performinz  at  the  time  of 
the  grapt,  or  iHerely  gratuitous  donations.  The  grants  now 
call^  tor  <kme  under  the  first  description  ot  pensions. 
The  spirit  of  the  House  in  1783,  as  to  those  grants,' might 
be  couecied  frotii  the  circumstance,  that  wnen  the  King 
hacl  granted  to  Lord  Thurlow  tlie  reversion  of  Teller  of  the 
Exchequeryand  a  clause  was  introduced  into  the  Bill,  ex*' 
€epting  that  grant  from  the  limitations  on  the  other  rever- 
sionary offices,  the  Minister  was  opposed,  though  he  found 
a  lawyer  of  eminence  (ihe  late  Lord  Keny6ii)  to  quote  law 
on  his  9iide;  and  on  a*  division,  there  were  57  a^iost  the 
,  exception,  to  ,49  foir  it*  What  was  then-  the  idea'of  the 
House  with  respect  to  the  general  and  binding  nature  of  the 
Act  which  bad  been  passed,  and  what  would  the  passers  of 
the  Act  of  1782  think^f  the  motion  of  tonight  ^  Thej 
would  of  necessity  coRider  it  a  toial  overthrow  of  their 
principle.  If  the  Act,  too,  of  the  last  SesMon  w&s  to  be 
violated  in  ibis  instance,  there  were  many  persons  who  had 
abettear  cbiim  than  those. in  queation«  and  their  claim  mwH 


be  pot  in.  Those  were,  the  exciseK>fficer»  ib  Eoghnd  ADd 
Seollaod.  who  had  formerlj  been  eatitled— the  uglish  td 
hav«  three-foartbs  of  their  salaries  after  ten  yean'  serrioey 
and  tlie  Scotch  the  whole.  Those  atlowauceflTwere  redaced 
considerably  by  the  Act  of  lasl  Session;  and  yet  we  now 
were  going  to  sanction  claims  less  strong  than  theirs,  and 
Tiolate  our  own  Act.  By  uking  the  power  of  gniuting  di« 
"plomatic  pensions  from  the  discretion  of  the  ExeciitiTey  aod 
givihg  it  into  the  hands  of  Parliament^  great  disgust  would 
arise  in  practice ;  every  man  would  come  With  a  high  esti* 
mate  of  his  own  merits,  and  no  man  would  be  satisfied  by 
the  decision. 

I%e  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  apprehended,  that  when 
Parliament  had  imposed  the  restriction,  no  person  could 
fairly  consider  hiitoself  injured;  at  least,  in  the  present  case, 
there  appeared  no  grounds  for  the  idea.  The  Acts  of  ibe 
4yth  and  50th .  of  the  King,  to  which  allusion  had  been 
made^  would  not  be  infringed  by  the  present  Bill ;  bat  it 
appeared  to  be  a  case  which  was  probably  noC  sufficieotly 
contemplated  at  the  time,  and  which  might  now  be  looked 
on  as  a  just  exception. 

The  House  then  divided,-— 

* 

For  the  third  reading        •       '•        •        50 
Against  it        ,        •        »        •        .  '     23 

Majority         .         .         •        $7 

The  Btll  was  then  read,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

On  the  order  of  the  day  for  the  Committee  of  Supplyi 
Lord  Folkestone  rose  to  ask  if  any  thing  had  been  done  in 
the  prosecution  of  Dc  Yongey  who  had  been  found  guiltv 
on  a  charge  of  selling  coinF  HeXLord  Folkestone)  wished 
to  know  something  on  the  subject,  both  on  account  of  the 
hardships  sustained  by- the  man,  and  the  importance  of  the 
doctrine  laid  down  by  the  Chief  Justice.  An  objection 
had  been  taken  by  Counsel.and  the  case  set  down  for  ar* 
gument  in  the  Exchequer  Chamber.  If  nothing  was  doae 
on  the  subject  in  the  course  of  the  term,  he  (Lord  Folkes- 
tone) wished  it  to  be  understood  that  he  would  propose 
some  measure  on  it  to  4he  House*  He  wished  he  could  now 
be  permitted  to  go  into  some  of  till  details  which  struck 
him  in  this  singular  case.  De.Yonge  had  suffered  much 
hardship;  he  had  been  singled  out  to  be  prosecuted  for  an 
fffencey  if  it  was  an  offence^  which  wat.pracUsbd  b|  thr 
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first   merchants  and  bankers  of  London  for  the  hist  ten 

S'ars,  and  to  which  the  inducements  were  daily  increased, 
e  had  been  indicted  under  an  old  Act  of  Edward  Vi.  and 
it  was  n  ♦!  yet  ascert&ined  whether  that  Act  was  law.  He 
(Lord  Folkestone)  would  wish  to  go  into  the  argument  now ; 
but  if  he  was  not  allowed,  gave  notice  that  he  would  sab* 
mit  a  motion  on  it,  and  probably  also  move  for  the  repeal 
of  the  Act  of  KdwHid  VI. 

,  The  Attornttf'Gf^utrnl  would  not  enter  into  the  irregillar 
question  whici)  had  been  thus  brought  before  the  Houses 
but  would  rat* rely  say,  that  there  was  no  delay  with  him* 
When  the  qucNtioa  was  put  before,  the  C<»urts  were  not  sit* 
tingy  and  the  argument  could  not  possibly  take  place  since* 
He  was  not  at  all  aware  that  the  prosecution  was  given  up, 
and  believed  that  it  would  come  on  for  argument  in  the 
course  of  the  term*  While  be  .was  on  his  legs,  he  would 
merely  mention  to  the  noble  Lord,  tliat  the  proiccution  of 
Collyer,  which  had  been  supposed  to  have  dropped,  was 
since  brought  to  a  verdict.  Nay,  on  the  day  after  the  as- 
sertion had  been  made  in  the  House,  he  (the  Aitorney-Ge- 
neral)  had  the  satisfaction  of  hearing  that  Collyer  had  been 
tried,  and  found  guilty.  He  meant  satisfaction,  as  a  proof 
of  not  failing;  in  the  vigilance  of  his  professional  duty. 
(Heat !  and  a  laugh.) 

Lord  Folkestone. — •*  As  the  honourable  ijentleman  (the 
Aftorney-General)  has  gone  into  anothei  subject,  and  intro- 
duced irrelevant  matter,  I  have  a  right  to  remark  upon  it/' 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  rose  to  order. 

The  Sepaker  was  of  opinion,  that  no  second  speech  could 
be  made  by  way  of  reply. 

Lord  Folkestone  thought  any  Member  had  a  right  to 
speak  on  any  grievance  on  the  question  for  going  into  a 
Com  mittee  of  Supply. 

After  a  farther  declaration  from  the  Speaker  of  the  im* 
propriety  of  continuing  the  conversation,  it  was  dr»p[)ed. 

COMMITTBE   OF  SUPPLY. 

,    The  Estimates  of  the  Storekeeper  General  were  ordered 
to  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Supply. 

The  House  then  resolved  itselfinto  the  Committee. 

Mr.  Wharton  moved,  that  there  should  be  granted, 

3100/*  for  the  Civil  Bstablishment  of  the  Bahama  Islands, 
in  addition  to  the  salaries. 

lOSO/.  fortbecWil  chareet  of  the  Bermudat 
Vob.  II.— 1811.  4D 
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To  m  quetliOD  from  Mr.  Wbitbread,  Mr.  Stephen  re- 
plied, that  the  Judges  to  the  greater  partt>f  the  old  Colo- 
nies were  not  professional  men,  but  geiulemen  of  ibe  coon* 
try«  and  serving  without  salaries. 

€(X)/.  for  the,  Civil  Establishment  in  Dominica. 

]0»450/.  for  the  Civil  Establishment  of  the  Province 
of  Upper  Canada. 

18,965/.  for  the  Civil  Establishment  of  the  Fh>TiM:e 
of  Nova  Scotia. 

5,600/.  for  that  of  the  Province  of  New,  Brunswick. 

8,060/.  for  that  of  the  Island  of  Cape  Breton. 

d,10e/.  for  that  of  Prince  Edward's  Island. 

8,001/.  for  that  of  Newfoundland. 

80,000/.  for  the  probable  amonnt  of  Bills  expected  to 
be  drawn  from  New  South  Wales  in  the  year  1811. 

To  a  question  from  Mr.  Whitbread  as  to  the  ground 
upon  which  it  was  expected  that  Bills  to  that  amount 
would  be  drawn,  and  for  what?  Mr.  Wharton  replied,  for 
supplies  of  provisions  and  other  necessaries  imported  from 
China. 

And  a  sum  of  49,400/.  to  defray  the  expencea  of  the 
Storekeeper-Generars  department. 

The  House  then  resumed,  and  the  report  was  ordered  to 
be  received  on  Mondaj  next. 

Ordered,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Tierney,  that  there  be 
laid  before  the  House  several  accounts  relative  |o  the  Per* 
roanent  and  War  Taxes,  and  to  the  Assessed  and  Property 
Taxes. 

IKDIA. 

Lord  Fclkaionty  in  the  absence  of  an  bonotirable  friend 
(Mr.  Creevev),  asked  the  right  honourable  the  Prendent  of 
the  Board  ot  Contrcul,  when  certain  papers  relative  to  the 
civil  afiairs  at  Madras,  moved  for  last  Session,  and  tlie  order 
for  which  was  renewed  in  the  present  Session,  wouM  be 
likely  to  be  presented. 

Mr.  Dundas  replied,  that  tfvery  requisite  measure  bad 
been  taken  to  expedite  the  return  to  the  order  of  the  Hoese, 
and  that  he  had  reason  to  think  that  the  pipers  vrouM  bt 
very  shortly  produced  to  the  House. 

BtrtLION    fiBPOBT. 

Mr.  Homer,  in  consequence  of /in  intimation  which  had 
been  £iven  on  a  former  nicht  by  an  honourable  friend  of 
his,  that  he  would  that  nig^t  fix  the  time  for  briogiog  for* 
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war(i  the  discussion  oq  die  Report  of  the  Bullion  Com* 
mitteei  prpposed^  with  the.  a'Jtice  and  assistance  of  the 
Hou8e»  to  determine  then  the  time  and  the  mode  oFbrmg* 
ing  tl|a(  question  upder  the  consideration  of  the  House. 
Though  h$  bad  on  a  former  occasion  stated  it  to  be  his  in* 
tehtion  to  move  for  leave  to  brin^  in  a  Bill  to  repeal  the 
restriction,  upon  consulting  some  friends  he  found  that  they 
fhooght  it  would  be  a  more  advisable  mode  in  the  first  in- 
stance to  submit  to  ^  Committee  of  the  whole  House  cer* 
tain  r^soiutipns  founded  upon  the  report  whiqh  had  been 
inade  hf  the  BgUioo  Committee  last  Session.  He  uoder* 
stood  tbiit  k  woqid  b^  more  conformable  to  the  practice  of 

} Parliament,  whether  be  9ho|ild  proceed  by  bill  or  by  reso- 
ution,  to  submit  the  propositions  previously  to  a  Commit* 
tee  of  the  whole  House.  It  waa  bis  intention,  in  rising  that 
Vjight^  to  file  the  day  on  which  be  should  submit  bis  resolu- 
tionB  to  the  House  in  Committee ;  and  unless  the  right  ho* 
lU^lir^hie  gentlemen  opposite  should  have  any  objection  ta 
jt,  al/io  tp  ipake  it  an  order  of  the  day,  that  the  House 
ibould  resolve  into  such  Committee  on  the  day  he  should 
fix*  If  any  objection  was  felt  to  this  course,  it  was  not  his 
wi^b  at  that  hour  to  go  into  any  discussion  of  the  question^ 
#nd  be  should  content  himself  widi  giving  notice  ot  such  n 
inotipn  bf  ^me  future  day*  This  was  the  mode  in  which 
be  mepnt  to  proceed.  With  respect  to  the  time^  be  had  to 
(express  sincere  regret  that  he  had  been  himself  the  cause  of 
a  greater  flelay  of  the  discussion  of  this  question  than  he 
could  have  wished.  I^  wa9a  subject  upon  which  it  was  ex- 
tremely desirable  that  the  House  should  come  to  some  final 
deciaion  with  as  little  delay  a^  possible.  But^  however  he 
may  have  reason  to  regret  the  delay  which  bad  already 
takfo  placa>  be  had  the  satisfaction  to  know  that  from  the 
postpoaiament  of  th^  question  hitherto,  no  great  inconve- 
nience to  the  public  had  ensned.  The  evil  which  existed 
depended)  aa  th?f  kW  knew,  upon  temporary  cause,  and  it 
might  therefore  perhaps  have  been  desirable  to  allow  some 
interyid  to  ^lapae  previous  to  the  discussion  of  the  subject, 
in  order  to  observe  how  those  temporary  causes  might  or 
might  not  give  way  to  time,  and  consequently  to  ascertain 
W.bat  those  causes  were  which  more  especially  called  for  the 
attention  of  the  House-  When  he  had  proposed  to  fix  his 
notice  for  the  present  eTening,  he  had  entertained  a  hope 
that  he  should  be  able  to  bring  forward  the  question  before 
tbe-reoess;  and  be  bad  fixed  on  that  night  ai  the^arlieston 
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which  he  could  be  able  to  attend  Iq  bU  place.  TFe  k\i  how 
desirable  it  was  to  have  a  full  attendance  upon  siich  a  quei- 
tion;  and  many  gentlemen  oFmuch  morr  wejcrht  than  hiroo 
^If  were  of  opinion  that  it  ought  not  to  be  broua^ht  on 
before  the  recess.  Heacctded  to  their  opinions,  an«l  should 
defer  the  consideration  of  the  question  till  at>er  the  rrcesi; 
but  at  the  same  time  was  desirous  to  bring  it  in  as  early  as  a 
full  attendance  could  reasonably  be  expected.  If  thfre 
should  be  no  objection  to  the  course  he  proposed,  hp  should 
ponclude  with  moyiuj^,  that  the  House  should,  on  Mofiday, 
the  S9th  day  of  April,  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  House^  to  consider  of  the  report  of  the  Com* 
mittee  of  last  session  appointed  to  take  into  consideratioa 
the  high  price  of  Bullion. 

On  (he  question  being  put, 

9fr.  Rose  ol)6erved,  that  there  could  be  but  one  opinioa 
jn  the  House— that  Che  most  convenient  way  of  discussiii[r 
this  important  question  would  be  in  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  House.  He  was  perfectly  aware  that  when  the 
honourable  and  learned  gentleman  took  up  a  question,  them 
were  no  means  of  compelling  him  i(^  proceed  with  it ;  yeC^ 
as  the  report  had  been  so  long  on  the  table  of  the  House, 
be  had  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  it  became  the  property 
of  the  House,  and  it  was  competent  to  any  other  honoaiable 
member  to  take  it  up,  and  found  any  proposition.  As, 
however^  the  honouraole  and  learned  gentleman  had  been 
Chairman  of  the  Committee,  he  did  not  think  it  right  to 
take  the  matter  out  of  his  hands.  It  was  now  nine  or  ten 
weeks  since  the  hon-  and  learned  member  gave  notice  of  the 
motion,  which  beproposed^to  defer  still  &rtber.  This  was 
a  subject  upon  which  he  fdt  much  impatience,  and  the 
public  felt  much  impatience ;  and  it  was  the  more  to  be 
regretted  that  any  farther  delay  should  take  place,  as 
the  honourable  and  learned  gentleman  bad  been  r^ 
peatedly  urcred,  twice  bv  himself  (Mr.  Rose),  to  bring  it 
forward.  He  thought,  however,  the  honoarabie  raeoSxr 
might  bring  forward  the  discussion,  if  not  next  week,  at 
least,  in  the  first  week  after  the  recess ;  at  all  events,  it  was 
to  be  lamented  that  as  the  report  had  been  printed  and  cir* 
culated  in  August  last,  the  honoarabie  and  leatoed  gentle- 
man should  have  suffered  so  long  a  period  of  the  aessioo  to 
elapse  without  bringing  the  matter  before  the  House. 

Jfr.  Homer  trusted  he  should,  after  what  had  fMen 
from  the  ris^ht  honourable  gentleman,  meet  the  induigenoe 
of  Kie  Houbc  in  making  a  few  observations,  because  nothing 
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could  be  more  f  o  be  ne^etted  by  him  than  that  the  House  ^ 
tfaoutd  feel  as  the  right  honourable  gentleman  did.    That 
right  honourable  genUeman  was  mistaken  'if  he  supposed 
that  he  was  not  prepared  on  this  night,  or  anj  other  night,  to 
enter  into  the  discussion.     When  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  talked  of  the  delay,  he  should  have  remembered 
that  the  session  had  not  opened  for  farther  causes  till  th^ 
11th  of.  February,  and  that  it  was  not  till  some  days  after 
that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  moved  for  a  collection 
of  papers,  which  he  thous^ht  necessary  for  the  discussion, 
'but  which  to  him  (Mr.  Horner)  did  not  deem  in  any  way 
whatever  applicable  to  the  question.     These  papers  had 
not  been  delivered  when  he  went  io  the  country,  and  he 
consequently  left  onlers  in  the  Vote  Office  that  they  should  be 
sent  to  him  into  the  country.    Some  of  them  he  did  not 
receive  till  his  Arrival  in  town.     His  iirish  ia  have  them 
'  sent  to  him  in  the  country  arose  from  a  desire,  thongh  be 
found  it  difficult  to  conceive  how, they  could  be  brought  to 
to  bear  upon  the  question,  to  make  himst'lf  acquainted  with 
all  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  might  have  to 
make  use  of  in  his  arguments,  in  order  that  he  might  be 
able  to  meet  the  discussion  in  a  full  and  candid  manner* 
'  The  right  hon.  gentleman  had  said,  first,  that  he  repeatedly^ 
then  he  said  twice,  pressed  him  to  bring  forward  the  discus* 
sion.     He  could  not  call  to  mind  either  instance.     An  hon. 
'  friend  of  his  (Sir  John  Sinclair),  indeed,  had  asked  him,  in 
'  an  early  pnrt  of  the  session,  when  he  meant  to  bring  forwanl 
'the  question,  and  it  was  probably  to  that  occasion  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  alluded.    As  to  the  charge  of  the 
right  honourable  gentleman,  he  must  throw  himself  upon, 
not  the  indulgence  which  upon  many  occai^ions    he   re« 
quirpd,  but  upon  the  justiee  of  the  House,  whether  it  ap- 
plied to  him.     Did  the  right  honourable  gentleman  then, 
^in  conceiving  that  he  had  any  backwardness  in  bringing 
•forward  this  discussion,  suppose  that  he  or  any  of  tnose 
gentlemen  who  last  session  concurred  in  the  opinions  con« 
lained  in   the  Bullion  Report,    bad  since  seen  reason  to 

*  change  their  opinions  ?     Uid  he  imagine  that  any  change 
'"Which  had  since  taken  place  was  calculated  to  make  them 

abscond  from  their  opinions  ?  In  regard  to  what  had  since 
happened,  he  roust  (»bserve,  that  the  delay  was  of  im- 
portance, inasmuch  as  the  circumstances  which  had  occurred 
lllastratcd  'the  opinions  previously  entertained    by   him, 

*  to  which  he  reluctaotlyi  at  first,  assented,  but  io  which  he 
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mtiwAy  ooQcomsd  with  the  CamfmUee.  With  respect  to 
tfie  impatieace  of  the  right  booourable  ^tlem^n,  hjp 
cduld  not  but  look  upon  it  with  suspicion.  When,  on  thp 
former  occasion,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  was  anxioos 
that  the  discussion  should  be  brought  on  withoMt  delay ;  h^ 
ponid  not  but  be  aware  of  the  change  in  the  price  of  wUaa 
which  bad  siQce  taken  place.  He  could  not  help,  therefoie, 
looking  upon  his  present  im patience;  as  probably  arising 
from  an  expectation  of  some  such  other  conseqoeaces. 

Mr.  Rose  in  explanation  stated,  that  wheii  he  mofed 
for  the  papers,  lie  declared,  though  he  wished  to  hare  them^ 
•be  was  ready  to  go  to  the  discussion  without  them. 

Mr.  Baring  thought  it  extremely  desirable,  that  sone 
decision  shpbld  be  come  to  by  the  collected  wisdom  of  tl^ 
House  upon  this  important  subject.  He  agreed,  also,  Uutt 
it  was  to  be  wished,  that  the  discussion  should  come  on  wit|i 
as  little  delay  as  possible.  He  hoped,  however,  that  bis 
learned  friend  would  either  onlhis  night  or  before  the  item 
explain  to  the  House,  the  nature  of  the  resolutions  which  ha 
Viennt  to  propose  in  the  Committee. 

-The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  bad  been  anticipated 
by  the  honourable  gentleman  who  had  just  sat  down,  uUbt 
wish  he  had  thrown  out  as  to  the  explanation  of  the  M^tme 
and  purport  of  the  resolutions  to  be  {iroposed  by  the  hon. 
gentlemani  which  it  would  be  convenient  for  both  sidfs  of 
the  House  to  be  possessed  of  previoust  o  the  disco88i<Hi«  He 
regretted  the  delay  which  had  taken  place ;  for  he  bad  the 
hat  authority  for  stating,  that  the  protmction  of  (bis  dis- 
cussion had  a  roost  injurious  efiect  upon  the  public  mind. 
He  was  of  opinion,  that,  whatever  might  be  toe  decbioQ  ^ 
the  House,  it  was  desirable  that  it  should  be  spesdj* 
because  be  thought  the  report  itself,  and  the  agitation  ^ 
this  question  had  prodncea  a  greater  degree  of  public  pii- 
chief  and  public  calamity  than  any  measure' which  be  effr 
lemembered*  The  decision  of  the  House,  he  was  of  opiniof, 
would  be  favourable,  but  at  ail  events  the  question  ought  to 
be  s^t  at  rest.  As  the  honourable  gentlemim  disclaimed  a^y 
iiitentioo  to  go  into  the  discussion,  he  should  avoid  foAov* 
ing  him  into  those  topics  which  were  touched  upon  by  bias, 
and  which  were  obviously  a  part  of  the  subject.  He  agresd 
that  there  was  some  advantage  in  the  del^y,  as  it  afforded 
greater  time  to  collect  materials  for  a  comet  decision  ;  but 
there  was  much  mischief  derived  from  keeping  the  puUjc 
inind  in  suspense  during  this  interval.    Hf  could  p^t,  how 
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etef,  conctir  in  tlief  obBervattion,  that  titiy  thing:  which  hact 
happened  tended  to  confirm  tire  opinions  in  the  report. 
He  a/BTfeed  with  Ms  ricrht  honourable  frtend  (Mr.  R6^), 
that  this  important  subject  wouk)  be  much  more  properlj 
brought  forward  in  a  Committee  than  in  the  House ;  and 
tliat  if  the  honourable  and  learned  gentleman  could  not 
bring  forward  (he  question'before  the  holidays^  he  could  not 
expect  a  full  attendance  of  members  earlier  than  the  day  bd 
proposed. 

Mr.  Tiemey  agreed  that  it  would  be  desirable  that  his 
honourable  and  learned  friend  should  give  to  the  righi 
honourable  gentleman  opposite,    and  v  to  the  House,   aa 
Explanation  of  the  substance  of  the  resolutions  he  meant  to 
propose,  before  he  should  bring  on  the  discussion.     With 
respect  to  the  charge  of  delay,  he  thought  his  right  hon. 
friend  had  been  hanily  used.     The  right  honourable  gentle- 
ilian  (Mr.  Rose),  in  statiilg  that  he  was  ready  io  proosed  to 
the  discnssioh  before  the  papers  he  had  moved  for  were  pro- 
duced, shewed  that  he  was  so  fond  of  discussion,  th^t  be 
was  ready  to  enter  into  it  without  understanding  the  subject. 
With  respect  to  the  mischief  said  to  have  been  produced  by 
the  pablication  of  the  rei)ort,  what  else,  be  would  ask,  could 
liave  been  expected  but  that ^tlie*  Committee  would  report 
fheir  opinions  founded  on  the  facts  produced  to  them?. 
W ben  that  Committee  was  appointed,  it  was  the  opinion 
of  the  House  that  they  should  probe  the  subject  to  the 
bottom*    They  had  done  so;  and  it  was  no  fault  of  theirs 
if  any-mischief  resulted  from  the  publication  of  their  report. 
The  right  honourable  gentleman  opposite  (the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer)  seemed  ijo  think  that  the  decision  to  which 
that  House  might  come  would  quiet  the  public  mind :  but 
he  was  mistaken.     All  the  writers  on  his  side  had  not  been 
able  to  put  down  the  report,  as  was  proved  by  the  heavy 
fire  of  pamphlets  which  bad  been  kept  up  for  the  last  halt 
year.     If  it  was  desired  that  the  cliscussion  sboulid  have 
taken  place  eartier ;  why  had  not  Parliament  been  assembled 
earlier?    It  was  not  too  much  that  the  discussion  should  be 
deferred  till  after  the  recess.    The  right  honourable  gentler- 
man  agreed  to  the  day,  anticipating,  no  doubt,  the  glorious 
triumph  of  the  !29th  pf  April.     For  h|m^lf,  he  did  not 
think  the  decision  would  be  as  favourable  as  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  supposed.    The  discussion  was  important;  and 
whatever  way  the  House  may  decide^  the  whole  pro( 
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would  be  a  credit  to  his  boooarable  and  kanied  friend^  wbo 
liad  taken  np  the  qnestion. 
The  motion  was  then  put,  and  agreed  to. 

SAUK  OF  B2f GLAND. 

Mr.  Huskiisan  aaid,  in  tubroittinic  tbe  motiw  with 
which  he  meant  to  conclude,  he  shoiUd  touch  as  little  as 
possible  upon  the  report  of  the  Bullion  Committee ;  bat 
still  the  information  which  he  required  was  in  a  irreat  d«^ree 
neorssarT  to  tbe  elifcidation  of  that  report.  The  motion 
which  be  meant  to  submit  was  for  a  comparative  scale  of 
the  Bank  of  Engfaind  discounts  from  a  certain  period  up  to 
tbe  present  time.  Theexpenc*e  which  every  bank  was  at 
was  tbe  provision  of  a  large  tund  ;  its  profits  were  the  amount 
•f  its  discounts,  and  its  risk  was  the  contingency  of  its  not 
having  enough  of  cash  to  meet  the  demand.  The  great 
danger  to  be  apprehended  from  all  banks  was,  lest  tbejr 
should  carry  their  discounts  to  an  excess.  It  was  generally 
credited  of  late,  that  one  great  cause  of  oar  over-trading 
was  the  fiu:iUty  with  which  the  Bank  of  England  discounted 
commercial  paper ;  and  if  this  opinion  was  at  all  grounded, 
it  afforded  a  strong  reason  for  agreeing  to  his  motion.  The 
late  Lord  Liverpool,  in  bis  letter  to  the  King  on  coin,  sup- 

Krted  bis  ideas  on  this  subject,  as  did  also  the  late  Sir  F. 
ring,  whb,  ifvhen  examined  before  tbe  Committee,  stated, 
that  be  knew  clerks,  who,  though  not  worth  lOOL  yet  by 
the  facilities  afforded  them,  discounted  paper  to  the  amount 
of  5  or  10,000/.  He  might  be  told,  that  these  opinions 
were  the  opinions  of  wild  and  speculative  theorists.  Yes, 
so  wild  that  they  thought  paper  paym'ents  bad — so  specu* 
lativ^,  that  they  thougntthe  resumption  of  cash  pajrments 
by  the  Bank  would  be  a  benefit.  lie  granted  that  he  might 
be  told  the  system  of  over-trading  carried  with  it  its  own 
cure ;  it  was  true  the  droimcal  swelling  might  depart,  but 
did  it  leave  tbe  patient  infirm  or  vigorous  ?  There  was  ne 
doubt,  that  any  unsuccessful  speculation  in  trade  carried 
with  it  a  loss  to  the  national  capital.  The  informatioa 
which  he  now  formally  sought  could  be  of  no  detriment,  as 
H  had  already  found  its  way  into  tbe  public  papers,  thoogh 
most  surreptitiously  obtained.  A  similar  information  was 
also  given  m  179^.  He  was  not  in  this  at  all  interfering 
with  the  private  affairs  of  the  Bank,  nor  did  he  desire  to  do 
80 ;  but  in  the  present  instance  the  information  was  public, 
and  unless  they  had  it  formally)  they  would  be  goi^g  to  a 
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most  important  discussion  in  the  dark.  He  disclaimed  the 
sli/2^htest  hostility  to  the  Bank.  Those  were  its  enemies  who 
said,  that  in  its  present  state,  Parliament  should  not  inter* 
fere— *those  were  its  enemies,  also,  who  had  persuaded  it 
that  power  and  compulsion  should  hold  the  place  of  con« 
fidence.  He  concluded  by  movin^r,  «« that  there  should  be 
laid  before  the  House  a  comparative  scale  of  the  commer- 
eial  discounts  of  the  Bank  of  England  from  the  Ist  of 
January,  1790,  to  the  Ist  of  January,  1811." 

Mr*  Manning  objected  to  the  motion,  because  it  was  the 
first  appeal  to  the  House  to  interfere  with  the  Bank  for  the 
purpose  of  procurinc^  a  document    He  spoke  simply  as  a 

J)rivate  individual,  and  without  any  authority  whatever 
roro  the  Directors.  Tliis  motion  would  be  most  incon- 
venient, and  it  was  not  neoeffsary.  The  House,  since  the 
Restriction  Bill,  received  an  annual  account  of  the  issues  of 
the  Bank ;  and  he  did  not  deny  that  as  long  as  that  Bill 
continued.  Parliament  should  look  upon  the  Bank,  not 
with  a  jealous,  but  a  watchful  eye.  He  denied  that  the 
issues  of  the  Bank  were  pushed  for  their  profits;  on  the 
contrary,  they  were  below  the  demand.  It  might  surprise 
the  honourable  gentleman  to  hear  him  say  that  he  perfectly 
agreed  with  him,  that  the  return  of  the  B.uik  to  caiih-pay« 
ments  would  be  a  v«ry  desirable  benefit ;  l)ut  when  he  con* 
fessfti  this,  hedifieretl  most  completely  with  him  as  to  the 
time  of  that  return.  Taking  Into  consideration  th<?  state  of 
our  conntiy  at  present,  together  with  its  imports,  Sec.  to 
commence  that  return  now  would  be  little  less  th  nu  to  com- 
mit a  political  suicide.  He  concluded  by  oppcising  the 
motion  as  tinneces«ary,  and  as  an  attempt  to  interten:  with 
the  internal  management  of  the  Bank. 

Mr.  Homer  supported  the  motion,  though  he  con« 
denmed  the  flagrant  breach  of  £iith  by  which  th6  informa- 
tion  had  been  already  made  public.  The  Bank  had  de» 
clared^  that  the  amount  of  their  issues  was  limited  by  their  ' 
discounts ;  but  of  late,  when  the  discounts  were  diminished, 
the  issues  continued.  The  conduct  of  the  Bank,  then,  was 
inconsistent  with  its  own  doctrine,  and  so  the  information 
was  necessary.  ' 

Mr.  Marryatt  said,  if  Parliament  interfered  with  the' 
Bank  for  the  purpose  of  protection,  so  it  ou^ht  also  for  the 
purpose  of  investigation.  He  had  ktiown,  himself,  men 
who  were  clerks  within  three  years,  who  haveiiow  notes  in 
circulation  to  the  amount  of  between  2  and  300,0001.  If  it 
Vol.  U.— 1811.  4  E 
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V8S  necessary,  be  could  give  naitie  and  habitation.  He 
qtaoced  another  instance,  where  a  bouse,  whidk  was  tM 
solvent  for  jears  to  the  amount  of  40.0t)0/.  yet  supported 
itself  bv  the  facility  with  wbichr  the  Bank  of  Engfisind  dis*- 
counted  its  paper.  It  was  both  for  the  honour  and  the  in- 
t^st  of  the  Bank  of  England  to  give  this  scale  of  its  dis- 
counts. It  ntHS  true  our  paper  malady  mrght  in  time  be 
cured;  but  unless  the  core  was  speedy,  a  convulsion  mieht 
arise,  which  would  be  htaA  both  to  our  public  and  our  pri- 
vate credit. 

Mr.  Huskision  shortly  replied.    After  which  the  House 
divided,  when  there  appeared— 

Against  the  motion  •        .        56 

Fori!      .        -       .       ^        -        «3 

Majority        »        •     S5 
A^joDmed^ 


HOtJSB  OF  LORDS. 

Kt>NDAT,   APRIL   A. 

>R1TfCB    RBGBNt's    MESSAGB. — AIIX   TO    THB    FOBTU* 

GUBSE. 

TJu  MarquH  WtlUtltw  rose,. and  stated »  that  he  held  » 
Message  from  his  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Regent  to  the 
House  of  Lords,  which  was  accordingly  handed  up  to  the 
Woolsack,  and  jread  by  the  Lord  Chancellor. 

"  G  BO  ROB  p.   B. 

<<  The  Prince  Regent,  in  the  bame  and  on  behalf  of  hisf 
jesty^  having  taken  into  his  serious  consideration  the 
accounts  which  he  has  received  of  the  severe  distresses  to 
li^hich  the  inhabitants  of  a  part  of  the  kingdom  oC  Portugal 
have  been  exposed  in  their  persons  and  property,  in  con- 
*  sequence  of  the  invasion  of  that  country,  and  espedally 
fiom  the  wanton  and  savage  barbarity  exercised  by  the 
French  armies,  in  their  recent  retreat,  which  caooot  fail  to 
affect  the  hearts  of  all  persons  who  have  any  aeose  of  reli^ 
f^on  or  bumanitv,  desires  to  be  enabled  by  the  Honse  of 
Commons  to  am>rd  the  suffering  subjects  of  his  Majesty's 
good  and  faithful  Ally,  such  speedy  and  effisetiial  relief  as 
may  be  suitable  to  tkaa  iniereatinff  and*  oiBieung  occasion. 

«*  G.  p:  R.- 
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After  h  bfi4  bcrn  read  by  tbe  Cierk,  Loid  Wdletlef 
noved.,  Uua  it  be  uken  into  oonaidention  to^teorrow.«-4* 
Onlcied* 

HIS  MAJBSTT*S  HBALTH. 

Earl  Gronenor  rose^  and  observedi  that  there  was  a 
Coqnctl  held  oq  Saturday^  according  to  the  enactments  of 
tbe  Regency  Bill,  for  making  a  report  to  the  Privy  Council 
of  the  Wte  of  bis  Majesty's  health.  He  wished  to  know 
from  the  Secretary  of  'State,  or  President  of  the  Council, 
whether  it  was  the  intention  of  Ministers  to  produce  socb 
report  to  that  Hous^. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  observed,  that  the  Report  was  by 
the  Bill  directed  to  be  sent  to  tbe  Privy  Council  to  be  in^ 
scribed  on  its  records.  If  the  noble  Earl  wished  it  to  be 
laid  on  the  table  of  that  House,  bis  proper  mode  of  pro* 
ceeding.  would  be  to  move  an  Address  to  his  coyal  bigboess 
tbe  Prince  Regent,  praying  him  to  order  the  Report  to  bn 
laid  before  them,  if  he  tnought  fit* 

Earl  GroBoenqr  said,  that  be  should  move  aa  Address  I9 
that  effect  to-morfow. 

MILITTA  BNLISTMBNT  BILL. 

< 

73(e  Earl  of  Liverpool  rose  to  move  the  second  reading 
of  the  Militia  Enlistment  Bill.  He  briefly  noticed  tbe  be* 
neficial  effects  which  had  resulted  from  the  measures  that 
bad  been  adopted  with  the  view  of  increasing  and  main* 
taining  our  military  force.  He  made  some  observations  cm 
different  parts  of  the  system,  deeming  ballot  to  be.an  ao- 
visable  practice,  bqt  to  be  resorted  to  as  sparingly  aa 
possible. 

The  Earl  of.  Ro$dyn  «rgued  at  some  length  against  the 
principles  of  the  Bill,  which  wept  to  impair  and  ruin  the 
Militia  system,  and  to  destroy  that  admirable  and  useful 

JIan  which  the  late  Mr.  Windham  proposed,  and  whichj  * 
'arliament  enacted  during  the  last  Administration  ;  a  plaa 
which,  during  the  first  six  months,  produced  no  lessthaa 
]  Vy&^  meoi  and  somewhat  less  the  next  six  months.-— 
When  that  Administration  was  removed,  that  favpurite  p|^ 
qf  Mr.  Windham's,  which  was,  indeed,  a  great  boon  t^ 
the  country,  was  transferred  from  the  hands  of  its  parents 
into  those  of  its  most  deadly  foes«  They  immediately  en^ 
deavoured  to  obstruct  it,  and  they  had  systematically  coo^ 
iinued  their  exertipns  foi:  that  end«    The  present  ^ki^ian 
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va8  evidently  defective  oo  the  face  of  it ;  Ut  in  the  supply 
it  provided,  it  fi^ll  short  by  ^000  of  the  Dumben  waotnl  to 
Iceep  up  the  army.  The  present  state  of  our  militaiy  ftflUrs 
did  not  make  it  appear,  that  fewer  men  would  be  wanted 
than  for  the  last  few  years. 

Lord  Fiseouni  Sidmouth  was  a  sincere  friend  to  Mr. 
Windham's  plan,  and  thought  it  ought  to  be  adhered  to.— 
Rather,  however,  than  have  it  adulterated  by  the  present 
mixed  conditions  of  service,  he  would  go  back  to  the  original 
mode  and  terms  of  recruiting.  It  was  ouiy  the  indispensable 
necessity  of  bringing  up  the  numbers  of  the  army  with  the 
least  possible  delay,  that  operated  on  his  mind  in  voting  for 
this  measure.  His  Lordship  recommended  to  the  attention 
of  Government  the  establishing^ of  an  interchange  of  Mi«r 
litias  of  Great  Brhain  and  Ireland. 

Lord  Holland  felt  deep  regret  at  the  clause  in  the  Bill, 
which  went  to  complete  the  system  of  breaking  in  on  the 
BK>de  of  enlistment  for  limited  service,  and  which  would« 
perhaps,  prove  its  deatlT-blow.  That  clause  should  not  have 
fiis  vote.  It  was  not  merely  a  temporary,  but  was  intended 
as  a  permanent  pleasure.  It  was  to  him,  melancholy  to  re* 
fleet,  that  after  all  the  imagery  that  had  been  lavished  upda 
this  subject  by  the  late  Atf  r.  Windham — ^after  all  the  pains 
and  trouble  of  years  which  he  had  taken*— after  encounter* 


ing  difficulties  and  obloauy— after  his  final  success— after 
but  a  short  experience  of  the  effects  of  his  Bill,  but  though 
short,  eminently  successful— that  after  all  the  benefits  likely 
to  accrue  from  its  continuance,  it  was>  he  repeated^  melan* 
eholy  to  reflect,  that  the  measure  should  be  overturned  bv 
side-winds  in  temporary  Bills,  and  this  permanent  Bill 
effectually  done  away.  That  measure,  founded  in  true 
wisdom,  was,  till  Interfered  with,  progressively  manifesting 
its  utility.  He  remembered,  when  the  alterations  were  first 
introduced,  how  the  author  of  it  was  treated.  He  was 
hardly  permitted  to  know  his  own  intentions,  and  was  told 
that  the  option  proposed  was  in  conformity  with  his  ovin 
principles. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  spoke  shortly  in  reply.  He  ob« 
served,  it  could  not  be  denied  that  the  competition  between 
the  Militia  bounties  and  those  of  the  regular  Army  must 
necessarily  affect  the  market  for  recruits.  This  was  an  evil 
vrhich  could  not  be  avoided.  But  the  question  was,  whe- 
ther more  men  were  not  raised  in  the  two  ways,  than  could 
&e  obtained  if  the  regular  recruiting  was  alone  in  ops* 
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ration.  He  thought  that  the  present  measure  would  pro* 
dace  that  effect ;  and  besides,  there  was  this  peculiar  ad-* 
vantage  attending  it — ^that  it  was  not  intended  to  have  re- 
course to  the  Militia  l)allot  for  two  years  to  come,  which 
would  leave  the  regular  recruiting  in  full  operation  for  that 

period. 

Lord  Sidmoiith  wished  merely  to  notice,  in  explanation, 
that  the  annual  waste  of  the  anny  was  23,000;  there  were 
raised  by  recruiting,  and  for  the  foreign  corps,  13,000;  and 
it  was  now  proposed  to  recruit  10,000  from  the  Militia, 
which  would  exactly  balance  the  annual  waste* 

The  House  then  went  into  the  Committee  on  the  Bill« 
which  was  gone  through,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
time  to-morrow. — Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

MONDAY,    AFBIL  8. 
PftlNCB   REOENT^S   MESSAGE. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  presented  a  Message 
from  the  Regent  to  the  same  effect  as  that  delivered  to 
the  Lords. 

HIS   MAJESTY*di   HEALTH. 

Mr.  fVhitbrtad  wished  to  know  from  the  right  honour* 
ahle  gentleman  (Mr.  Perceval),  whether  it  was  his  intention 
to  lay  before  the  House  any  communication  on  the  state  of 
bis  Majesty's  health.  By  the  Act  which  hiid  been  passed » 
i(  communication  of  this  sort  was  required  to  have  been 
mad^  to  the  President  of  the  Privy  Council. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchrquer  said,  that  he  had  no  ob- 

1'ection  to  such  a   comuuinication  being  laid   before  the 
iouse,  although  he  had  not  intended  to  do  it. 

Mr,  fVhithread  ihen  moved  "  an  humble  Address  to  the 
prince  Uegent,  praying  that  he  would  be  graciously  pleased 


The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said^  that  as  he  did  not  mean 
to  object  to  the  communication  being  laid. before  the  House, 
he  would  not  now  object  to  the  motion  on  account  of  its 
kaviug  been  made   without  any  previous    notice*      He 
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iboagbt,  however,  that  the  hoaoorabie  gentieinaii  would 
have  treated  the  House  with  more  re<$pect,  if  he  bad  givi^n, 
notice  of  his  motion,  especially  as  it  was  for  a  cpoimuni^ 
catiuo,  which •  whether  it  was  luade  to  the  House  a  day 
sooner,  or  a  day  later,  could  be  of  no  consequence.  He 
would  not,  however,  place  either  the  House  or  hini^If  iu 
the  disHffreeahle  situation  of  opposing  the  motion. 

Mr.  nhitbread  said,  that  if  he  had  brought  forward  his 
notion  without  notice,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had 
distinctly  stated  that  he  did  not  mean  to  oppose  it.  He 
must,  however,  remind  the  right  boo.  gentleman,  that,  ^ 
the  time  he  made  the  regulation  about  orders  and  notices, 
he  (Ml.  Whitbread)  had  expressly  stated^  that  he  nevejp 
would  again  conceive  himseU  bound  in  delicacy  to  give  any 
notice  or  a  motion,  but  that  be  meant  to  assert  the  right  he 
had,  as  a  Member  of  that  House,  to  bring  forward  a  mo« 
tion  whenever  he  judged  proper. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Whitbread  was  then  put,  and 
agreed  to. 

COHMITTKI   or   aVPPLT. 

Upon  the  question  being  put  for  the  House  resolving  it« 
^\f  mto  a  Committee  of  Supply, 

Mr.  Whitbread  asked  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
(Mr.  Perceval),  whether  he  had  made  up  his  mind  as  to  the 
sum  that  he  intended  to  propose  on  Wednesday,  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  Portuguese. 

Th(  Chanevlior  qfthc  Exfihtqmr  answered,  one  bundr^. 
thousand  pounds. 

Lord  Folkestone  said,  that  he  had  some  observations  l^ 
^Vbmit  to  the  House  on  a  matter  which  appeared  to  him  of 
great  importance.  He  considered  it  as  undoubtedly  th^ 
privilege  of  every  Member,  wbeoever  a  question  of  Supply 
came  before  the  House,  to  make  any  statement  that  ap« 
peared  to  him  to  be  in  any  way  connected  with  the  sub- 
ject. This  was  a  very  valuable  privilege,  which  he  thought 
the  present  was  a  proper  time  to  e;sercise.  The  subject  tfli 
which  he  thought  it  necessary  to  call  the  attention  of  the* 
JHouse  was  the  scarcity  of  suiall  coin,  which  serves  as  frac* 
tional  parts  of  a  pound  note.  Every  member  of  thfit  House 
knew  the  difficulty  that  there  was  in  getting  change  in  Lon- 
don ;  and  he  had  been  informed  by  letters,  that  the  diffin- 
culty  was  still  greater  in  the  country.  He  bad  been  in* 
formed,  that  at  a  fair  ther^  wa«  qo  possibility  gf  getting 


change  for  a  pound  note;  and  that,  rn  order  to  make 
Binall  parchaseii,  it  «ras  necessary  for  three  or  four  people  lo 
join  to  purchase  \%bat  would  altogether  make  up  a  pound 
note.  It  was  impossible  that  trade  eould^o  on  in  the  couii« 
try  unless^this  calamity  was  remedied.  Thinking  this  to  be 
tfn  evil  of  the  greatest  magnitudei  be  had  taken  that  oppor- 
tunity'to  cbH  the  attention  of  the  House  and  of  Minii»lers 
to  the  subject. 

'  Mr.  ^George  Vaimttdrt  said,  that  th^  accounts  which  he 
bad  received  from  the  country  were  exactly  similar;  and 
letters  which  he  had  received  from  the  nei<j:hbourhood  of 
Abingdon  and  Oxford,  mentioned  the  same  difiicuky  tit 
getting  change. 

SIERRA   LEOK9. 

Mr*  tVharton  stated,  that  if  the  Chief  Justice  appointed- 
for  this  colony  had  remained  in  England  for  two  years,  the 
delay  was  not  by  any  means  his  fault,  but  arose  from  a  con* 
sjderable  delay  which  took  place  after  his  appnintmentp 
before  the  charter  was  perfected.  The  charter  did  not  re« 
ceiye  the  Great  Seal  till  September  last»  and  there  had  been 
no  opportunity  for  the  Chief  Justice  to  go  out  to  Sierra 
Leone  until  a  few  weeks  ago.  He  wa^  now  at  Portsmouth, 
.  ready  to  sail  the  first  opportunity.  After  having  thnsex* 
plained  what  he  conceived  to  be  the  most  objectionable  part 
of  the  grant,  he  concluded  by  moving,  that  a  sum  not  ex« 
<^eeding  14,4M5/.  lOs.  6(2.  should  be  granted  to  his  Ma« 
jesty  for  defraying  the  expence  of  the  civil  government  of 
Sierra  Leone. 

Mr*  Dent  wished  this  grant  to  be  postponed,  and  gave 
notice,  that,  after  the  recess,  he  should  submit  to  th^* 
House  a  motion  with  respect  to  this  colony.  If  this  char- 
ter  was  not  signed  till  very  lately,  why  had  the  salary  of 
Chief  JuiTtice  been  paid  so  long  laiefore? 

Mr.  fV/uarton  said ^  that  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Thorp 
as  Chief  Justice  of  Sierra  Leone  took  place  in  the  summer 
of  1808,  at  which  time  it  was  expected  that  the  cliartef 
would  be  signed  without  delay.  The  delay  which  had  taken 
place  was  not  imputable  to  him,  but  arose  principally  fron^ 
doubts  in  the  mind  of  the  Lord  Chancellor  as  to  the  pro« 
priety  of  affixing  the  Great  Seal  to  the  charter. 
.  Jlir.  Abercromby  conceived,  that  blame  must  attach 
somewhere.  Either  this  office  of  Chief  Justice. was  ne- 
cessary to  the  colony,  or  it  was  not.    If  it  was  necessary. 
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why  was  the  colony  so  loii^  left  without  a  resident  Chief 
Justice  ?  But  if  the  offii;e  was  not  necessary,  why  was  a 
man  appointed  to  that  situation  with  so  large  a  salary  as 
1500/*  per  annum  ? 

Lard  Cattkreaeh  thought  it  necessary  for  him  to  state 
tbe  reasons  of  his  naving  originally  appointed  Mr.Thorp  to 
that  situation.  The  object  of  the  establishment  of  the 
colony  of  Sierra  Leone>  was  not  only  as  a  place  of  arms, 
but  as  an  institution  to  produce  a  great  moral  effect  on  the 
const  of  Africa,  and  to  assist  in  the  abolition  of  tbe  Slave 
Trade.  It  was  very  hard  to  find  a  man  of  liberal  character, 
and  knowledge  of  his  profesAion,  that  would  go  to  the  un* 
wholesome  climate  of  Sierra  Leone  for  a  salarj  of  1500/.— » 
Besides  the  duties  of  Chief  Justice,  he  was  to  be  Judge  of 
the  Admiralty  Court,  ^nd  there  was  no  other  Judge  of  a 
Prize  Court  who  had  less  than  £000/.  per  annum.  It  waa 
a  situation  which  required  legal  knowleds^e;  and  as  a  Judge 
of  Fiize  Courts  has  to  determine  on  the  rights  of  foreign 
naiiuns,  it  evidently  requires  a  man  of  legal  knowledge, 
and  of  delicate  conduct,  it  was  not  easy  to  find  a  persoa 
io  qualified  that  would  accept  the  situation.  Mr.Thorp 
bad  held  a  judicial  siiuaticm  in  Upper  Canada,  andaltbougn 
be  was  removed  fiom  th^t  situation  for  particular  reasons, 
yt*t  he  watt  conceived  to  be  well  qualified  for  the  situation 
of  Chief  Justice  of  Sierra  Leone;  and  from  his  having 
formerly  held  a  judicial  situation,  he  had  !«oine  claims  u|M)n 
the  Government*  As  to  the  office  itself.  Parliament  had 
C(»nMdeied  it  nece»isary,and  the  delay  was  not  imputable  ia 
any  w.iy  to  the  individual  rippointed. 

Sir  John  Cox  llipphleif  made  some  general  observa- 
lion^on  tlie  unhealthiiiess  of  the  rlimatc,  which  made  htixi 
think  it  was  n6t  a  place  which  should  have  been  selected  as 
a  colony.   ^ 

Mr,  Peek  said,  that  the  salary  of  1500/.  a  year  was  cer- 
tainly given  very  much  on  account  of  the  unhealthy  nature 
of  tl>e  climate:  but  as  it  had  happened,  without  any  fault 
of  Mr.. Thorp,  that  for  above  two  years  after  his  appoint- 
mem,  the  charter  had  not  received  ihe  Great  Seal,  it  was 
not  possible  to  make  any  deductions  from  his  salaiy,  on  th« 
ground  of  England  being  a  healthier  country  thau  that 
which  he  was  appointed  to.  He  might  well  saj,  that  h« 
bad  made  his  arrangements  according  to  the  income  of  tb« 
situation. 
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JKr.  WhttbrfO^  said  he  mnst  express  his  strong  OTxietjr 
that  the  subject  should  be  thoroughly  sifted,  and  he  Woul(l 
Hkot  hesitate  to  express  this  opinion,  even  though  it  had 
beeo  supported  by  tin  Anti-Aootitlonist/   The  hoUOurabfe 
gentleman  on  the  opposite  side  (Mr.  Tcde)  had  made  otft 
an  amusing  conversalidn   between   Aie  .public  and  Mr. 
Thorp,  and  spoken  of  the  digntty  of  character  necessary 
for  a  Judge  of  Sierra  Leone,     but  was  that  Hon^e  to  ^ 
gravely  toid  of  the  splendour  of  appearance  necessaiy  tqt 
such  a  situation  I    A  noble  Lord  (Oastlereag^)  had  talked 
of  the  climate  titceting  (hose  who  were  td  risit  the  settle- 
tment,  but  Mr.  Thorp  had  no  intention  of  meeting  the 
clitmite.    It  was  "said  ttiat  tbere  was  a  difficulty  in  finaing  t 
^rson  fit  for  the  situatton,  and  that  Government  was  forced 
to  bring  Mr.  Thorp  from  Canada  :  but  the  whole  aSair  had 
the  look  of  a  Job.     Why  w^as  not  the  remuneration  to  watt 
for  the  service  ?    Why  ^as  the  s&Iary  Ip  run  on  from  the 
very  moment  of  the  appointment  ?    This  atl  sAvourcd  of  aa 
armn^ment  for  the  exclusive  benefit  of 'Mr.  Thorp.    But 
if  judicial  splendour  was  the  sole  object'  of  the  large  salary 
which  the  Chief  J^nstice  of  Sierra  Leone  was  to  have,  why 
"were  the  Judges  of  the  other  colonies  throw'n  so  much  be- 
hind ?     When  the  Judges  in  the  West  Indies  had  seldom 
more  than  500/.  a  year,  and  the  Ch ief  Justice  of  Canadii 
orfy  l>fO0?.  why  was  the  Chief  Justice  of  Sierra  Leone  to 
kave  I, SOW.?    Hts  <Mr..  Whitbread's)  wi&h  was,  that  the 
^rant  should  be  postponed  till  larger  m^an^  of  Inquire  wer^ 
tifforded  to  the  Bouse.    {Hear^)    He  wished  that  ^uch 
Inquiry  should  be  entered  intb,  if' it  were  ohly  for  thj; 
single  advantage  of  Africa.    If  jobs  were  pr£vent^  in  the 
Settlement,,  great  good  might  follow  at  some  future  period. 
We  owed  a  large  repatatton  to  Africa.     If  the  inquiry  ia(p 
ihe  present  circumstances  of  the  case  preceded  the  g^al^,  and 
fyroved  its  necessity^  the  House  would,  in  hil  ppiaion^  not 
DC  narrow  in  flie  tiounty  which  they  were  disposed  to 
"expend  on  the  wants  of  a  colony,  which  might  yet  b^ 
liigbly  important  to  this  country. 

The  Chancejlar  cf  ihe  Exchequer  was  glad  to  fiind,  at 
least  from  the  tondusion  of  the  honourable  gcntleman'SB 
j(Mr.  Whitbreacrs)  speech;  that  he  was  not  hostile  to  the 
crant  of  money  for  the  support  of  the  colony.  It  was  to  hgs 
desired  that  fan  inquiry  should  be  had  upon  tbesMbj'ect/and 
then  gentlemen  would  probably  be  of  opmion,  tjiat  lA^CXXit. 
was  not  a  vrty  extravagant  estimate  for  <hc  service  of  the 
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polony.  It  ivas  to  be  msembered,  that  beforetnj  vote  of 
the  Home  coukl  reecb  the  colony,  id>out  half  a  Tear  woaU 
have  elapsed,  and  it  would  be  oeoeMary  therefore  to  pro- 
Tide  by  the  Tote  for  that  half  year.  It  would  be  better  aft 
once  to  Tote  the  whole  sum,  as  any  deduction  could  be 
made  afterwards,  and  the  proper  expeoces  at  the  same  time 
proTidcd  for.  The  dismissed  officers  must  haTe  their  sala- 
ries until  their  return  home.  It  was  well  that  the  questioo 
should  be  examined,  and  set  to  rest  at  once  and  finally. 
The  questioo  had  Tery  serious  and  weighty  considerations 
belonging  to  it-  The  future  civilizatioa  of  Africa,  the 
possession  of  an  immense  line  of  coast,  the  protection  of  a 
mat  number  of  pen»ons  receiTed  in  the  colony  under  peco* 
liar  distress  and  misfortune,  were  among  the  objects  con* 
jiected  with  the  colony.  There  were  others,  too :  he  must 
allude  to  the  case  of  tne  Marooni«,  who  when  in  NoTa  Scotia 
cost  the  State  upwards  of  10,000/.  yearly.  This  was  the 
computation  of  air.  Kin^,  tlie  Under-Secretary  of  State. 
Those  charges  wwe  certainly  to  be  included  in  the  ex  pence 
of  the  colony*  There  was,  on  tliem,  an  actual  saying  to 
GoTernment  It  was  extremely  difhcult  to  6nd  persons 
qualifictl  for  the  offices  which  Mr.  Thorp  was  to  fill.  There 
could  scarcely  be  found  f|ny  person  to  go  to  the  settlement* 
|i  was  to  be  remembered  by  those  who  objected  to  the  amount 
of  the  salanr,  that  besides  the  usual  duties  of  a  colonial 
justiciary,  there  were  those  of  a  Prise  Court :  and  it  was 
better  that  no  such  Court  should  exist  in  a  colony,  than 
that  it  should  be  inadequately  administered,  as  bad  prises 
might  be  taLen  to  that  colony  for  the  easier  condem* 
nation. 

Mr.  Dent  had  heard  reports  extremely  prejudicial  to  the 
conduct  of  the  colony.  It  was  publicly  said,  that  the 
Maroons  were  treated  (tkt  slayes,  that  the  natiye  population 
was  decidedly  hostile,  and  there  was  every  expectation  that, 
at  no  distant  period,  they  would  rise  9nd  make  an  attempt 
to  extirpate  the  whole  establishment*  There  was  reason  to 
fear,  that  not  a  white  would-be  left  alive  in  tb^  colony  t  ao^ 

Jet  upwards  offOfiOOL  bad  been  expeiided  on  this  uopro- 
octive  speculation,  and  the  House  was  now  called  0|i  for 
fifteen  or  twenty  thousand  more.  > 

iir  John  Nrttport  could  not  see  why  the  Chief  Justice  of 
Plerra  Leone  should  have  ],50tt.  a  year,  when  Newfound^ 
laud  had  a  Chief  Justice  at  700/.  and  a  Judge  of  Admiralty 
Ht  fiOO/,  both  oulpr  amounting  to  1  ^800/.    The  Chief  Justice 
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jof  Prince  EdwardV  IstAod  had  onlj  500/.  thoiigli  he  wu 
Unt  in  Coiincih  It  was  said  that  the  salary  miut  contiriuo 
wh«*re  (be  officer  was  abroad  ;  bat  Mr.  Thorp  was  at  home^ 
and  he  oii^ht  to  be  kept  there. 

JIfr.  Stephen  was  arlad  to  hear  a  promise  at  la^t,  that  the 
whole  subject  would  be  brought  before  the  House-  He, 
bowevfTt  tbooght  it  improper  that  the  honourable  member 
(Mr.  Dent)  who  commenced  the  inqniry  fm  this  nij^ht» 
should  not  have  contented  himself  with  making  his  motion 
According  to  his  promise,  without  wandering  into  charges 
which  were  so  li^tly  thrown  out  against  the  Government 
and  the  colony.  There  were  many  proflieate  and  flagitioin 
rumours ;  but  that  which  the  honourable  member  (Dent) 
brought  forward  last  was  preposterous  and  burlesque. 
What,  was  it  to  be  supposed,  that  the  Militia  of  the 
colony,  the  men  who  carried  arms  for  the  defence  of  the 
settlement,  were  actually  treated  as  slares  ?  This  idea  was 
eztrayagantly  absurd.  As  to  the  appointments^  he  believed 
it  was  not  possible  to  fix  on  an  instance  of  any  appointment, 
except  Mr.  Thorp*s,  which  had  taken  place  since  the  begin- 
ning of  the  settlement,  without  the  particular  recommeiida* 
tion  of  the  independent,  the  pure-minded  noble  patrons  of 
the  original  undertoking.  He  was  anxious  to  say  thus 
ranch  to  an  honourable  member,  (Mr.  Whithread),  who 
had  greatly  distinguished  himself  in  }he  cause  of  humanity, 
and  whose  speech  on  the  Shive  Trade  had  made  an  indelible 
impression  on  his  heart.  He  had  heard  that  speech  before  he 
■at  in  that  House,  and  when  he  was  only  a  listener  in  the 
gallery*  Perhaps  that  honourable  member  wonid  not 
peculiarly  like  compliments  from  Aim,  but  he  must  ac- 
knowledge the  influence  which  that  speech  had  on  him.  As  to 
the  other  honourable  member  (Mr.  Dent),  (he  Question  could 
not  come  with  any  peculiar  gratification  to  iiim.  Africa 
might  in  his  (Mr.  Dent*s)  opinion  hare  had  some  value^ 
when  it  was  the  country  of  the  Slave  Trade;  but  now,  when 
AfVtca  could  no  longer  supply  that  delectable  article  of 
human  flesh,  it  was  not  good  for  any  purpose  whatever. 
It  ought  to  be  known,  that  there  was  a  rnze  Court  in  Sierra 
Leone,  to  adjudicate  the  chrims  on  neutrals  and  othens. 
The  hurry  of  the  appointment  which  had  been  complained 
of,  arose  n-om  thU :— on  the  abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade  in 
1807,  it  was  made  a  law,  that  ships  carrying  slaves  shouki 
be  captured,  and  the  slaves  set  at  liberty.  It  was  dangerous 
to  bring  thosa  vesaeb  ta.a  West«Iadian  port|  and  kt  tba 
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jjbeniled  dayef*  \oo»  among  bondsoieo;    it  W93  Ibere-. 
^re  thou<|ht  expedient  to  provide  a  p^rt  en  tbe  African 
roast,  where  they  migbt  be  landed  at  onoe^  and  vitboat 
danger.    But  for  tbe  erfsction  of  a  court  competent  to  decide 
tbe  prism  qoeations  in  Africa,  a  Commission  must  isstie  from 
tbe  Ad.miralty  at  boma    That  CommissiQn  must  be  directed 
to  some  individual;    it  could  not  be  general,  and  some 
person  must,  have  been  selected  £br  the  situation  before  this- 
step  could  have  been  taken*    But  a  delay  arose  in  framing 
the  judicial  charter,  and  Mr. .  Thorpes  departure  was  re- 
tarded by  that  delay.    But  it  was  to  be  remembered,  that 
a  constitution  was  actually  to  be  formed  for  the  colony*  and 
though  the  formation  of  constitutions  had  been  of  late  yean 
a  very  easy  perfonDance,  he  (Mr.  Stephen)  had  found  the 
constitution  of  this  colony  enough  to  occupy  him  seriously 
for  some  months.    The  plan  was  thee  to  have  undergone  ^ 
revision  by  the  Lord  Chancellor,  and  it  was  not  possible 
that  more  expedition  could  have  been  rightly  used.     When 
the  estimates  of  the  colony  were  fully  befoie  tbe  House,  it 
would  be  seen  that  they  were  moderate  and  reasonable. 
The  colony,  in  even  the  most  vulgar  view  of  commercial 
advantage,  was  important ;   even  overlooking  all  the  great 
topics  connected  with  tlie  subject,  the  oljject  of  having  ^ 
a  settlement  in  the  heart  of  Africa,  as  the  nucleus  of  oivili- 
zation.     Was  it  to  be  said,  that  when  we  could  make  no 
mote  use  of  Africa  as  tbe  theatre  of  a  barbarous  trade,  we 
were  to  treat  that  immense  and  unhappy  country  with  scorn 
and   contempt  ?      Mr.  Stephen,  after  some  eloquent  re- 
marks on  the  conduct  which  ought  to  be  pursued  to  wipe 
off  the  stain  of  the  Slave  Trade,  concluded  by  expressing 
his  wish  for  full  inquiry. 

Mr*  WhUbread  vi?i9  ghd  \o  find  that  the  honourable 
l^tleman  (Mr.  Stephen)  had  retained  nothing  of  the  little 
irritations  that  so  ouen  arose  in  debate ;  be  was  glad  to  ao* 
cept  his  compliments,  and  begged  leave  to  say  that  he  had 
no  idea  of  throwing  out*  any  reflection  on  the  mriginal 
patrons  of  the  settlement. 

Mr.  Fuller  could  see  no  better  reason  than  that  given  by 
a  member  in  tbe  course  of  the  debate,  for  refusing  the  grant. 
Tbe  House  had  been  tokl,  that  out  of  fifteen  hundreu  men 
sent  to  the  colony,  but  twelve  were  alive  in  the  course  of  tbreie 
years.  He  was  glad  that  an  honourable  member  (hi&  friend 
iher^)  brought  on  tlie  question.  As  to  the  Slave  Trade,  he 
.  would  only  say,  that  whoever  carried  a  nysu»urc  that  aiode 


4nriL^.l  IIBRRA   tE01«8.  589 

hb  (Mr.  FuHer's)  estate  in  the  Wi*st  In.iies  a  third  worse 
than  it  wa.^,  oufi;ht  to  hare  first  paid  him  for  it. 

Mr.  ffi/berforce  must  remioa  the  Hojise,  thit  the  morta-^ 
Itty  spoken  of  occurred  before  the  establishment  of  the  Sierra 
Leone  colony.     Some  persons,  with  the  best  intentions,  had 
collected  the  blacks  who  were  wandering  about  the^  streets 
and  lades  of  London,  and  sent  them  to  Africa.     There  yfaa 
a  want  of  proper  precaution  in  some  of  the  arrancrements. 
Slid  a  great  mortality  followed :    bnt  it  was  absurd  to  speak 
of  it  to  the  estent  that  had  been  alle<^1.     Many  of  the 
blacks  had  probably  left  the  settlement,  and  gone  to  other 
parts  of  the  country.  It  was  to  be  remembered,  that  colonics 
were   faanl  to  be  founded ;    our  American   colonies  had 
labonred  under  extreme  difficulties  :  but  if  there  had  been  no 
other  use  in  the  colony  of  Sierra  Leone,  it  at  least  gave  the 
coantry  a  more  accurate  idea  of  what  the  Slave  Trade  was. 
It  shewed  us  the  debasement  and  the  misery  brought  on  by 
that  trade ;  it  shewed  us  hundreds  of  miles  desolated  by  the 
wars  of  the  Slave  Trade.  The  colony  had  ^uffc'red  the  greatest 
inconT^niencies  from  the  hostility  of  the  slave  dealers,  and 
the  Slave  Trade  was  the  bitterest  enemy  of  the  establishment 
at  Sierra  Leone.      A  late  honourable  friend  of  his  (we  pre- 
sume Mr.  Pitt)  had  these  ideas  strongly  in  his  mind.     He 
'was  fully  bent  on  assisting  Africa,  and  had  intended  to  apply 
to   Parliament  for  a  considerable  sum  of  money  for  the 
express  purpose.    There  were  now  830  persons  educating  in 
the  colony;    this  alone   made   it    of  great  importance. 
Honourable  members,  and   particularly  the  member   for 
Sussex  (Mr.  Fuller)  might  remember,  thai,  when  it  was  the 
custom  to  give  a  yearly  grant  of  19,000/.  for  the  support  of 
bar  African  trade,  there  wa9  no  murmuring ;  but  now,  when 
it  was  to  remunerate  that  most  ilUused  country,  their  voices 
were  all  raised  i^inst  the  grant. 

Sir  John  Cox  HippisUy  st^ited^  that  in  the  spring  of  the 
year  1788»  he  had  been  at  Sierra  Leone,  where  he  had 
touched  in  an  East-India  ship,  and  tbund  the  insalubrity  of 
the  climate  such,  that  of  17(X)  persons  who  had  been  sent 
there  in  the  preceding  year,  only  one  remained,  all  the  rest 
having  died  there,  with  the  exception  of  about  twelve,  who 
took  refuge  in  an  island  in  the  river :  and  one  fourth  of 
the  crew  of  the  vessel  perished  there  during  a  stay  of  two 
'  months. 

Mr.  WUberforce^  in  explanationj  stated^  that  the  original 
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coloabte  had  nol  been  tent  ont  bj  the  Company,  and  that 
they  consisted  of  Lascafs  at  urell  as  of  American  bfaickt. 

Mr.  H»  Tkorntom  ivished  the  honourable  gentleman  (Ifr. 
Dent)  to  put  off  the  motion  which  he  had  intimated  faia  in« 
iention  to  make,  till  after  the  liolidajs;  because  arrivalfl 
might  in  the  mean  time  be  expected,  which  would  furnish 
the  House  with  fresh  information  npoo  the  subject.  He 
agreed  that  there  might  have  been  some  excess  of  expcn*^ 
diture,  and  (hat  it  was  necessary  <o  pav  every  possible  at« 
tention  to  economy ;  but  be  was  disposed  to  give  his  support 
to  this  vote,  because  he  would  not  consehc  to  create  anr 
ground  of  doubt  as  to  the  contuiuance  of  this  colony.  Witn 
respect  to  the  nature  of  the  climate,  he  would  confess  that  it 
had  not  proved  as  salubrious  as  thev  had  been  at  fiist  in* 
clioed  to  suppose,  hut  it  was  not  so  uuliealthy  as  represented 
by  the  honourable  Baronet.  It  was  a  iact  that  the  Maroons 
and  Nova  Scotia  blacks  increased  their  numbers  there* 
With  respect  to  the  appointment  of  the  chief  justice,  that 
was  a  government  question.  When  the  abolition  took 
place,  it  was  unquestionably  desirable,  that  there  should  be 
on  the  coast  f»omewhere,  a  tribunal  for  the  rond(*mnation 
of  vessels  violating  tlie  abolition  law.  He  had  himself  doubts, 
whether  professional  men  C4)uld  lie  induced  to  go  out  to  that 
station ;  but  if  any  such  person  should  ^o  out,  he  thought 
1500/.  a  year  not  too  large  ah  income.  On  that  ground  be 
should  vote  for  the  motion,  though,  if  the  person  to  fill  the 
duties  of  the  olBce  were  not  to  be  a  legal  pecson,  be  shoukl 
not  be  inclined  to  agree  to  it. 

After  a  few  words  from  Sir  John  Newport,  Mr.  M.  Mon- 
tague, Mr.  Pcele,  and  Mr.  Mnitin,  the  vote  was  agreed  to ; 
as  also  a  vote  of  a  sum  of  1 1,670/.  to  make  good  sums  issued 
by  order  of  the  House.  The  House  then  resumed,  and  the 
report  was  ordered  to  be  received  to-morrow« 

COMMITTEE   OP    WATS   AND   MEANS. 

The  House,  on  the  motion  of  the  Chancel/or  of  the  Excht^ 
guetj  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meansu 
to  which  the  estimate  of  the  surplus  of  the  Cbiiiiolidatea 
Fund,  and  of  the  proceeds  of  old  naval  stores,  were  referred. 

The.  Chancellor  of  the  Excheouer  then  rose,  for  purpose 
of  subfnitting  two  votes  to  the  Committee,  which  he  trusted 
would  not  only  meet  with  their  concurrence,  but  give  satis^ 
faction  to  every  gentleman  present*  The  first  vote  he  had 
to  submit  was,  that  a  stim  not  exceeding  4S,S64/.  be  rotcd 
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as  the  amount  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  old  aaval  stprai^ 
applkuibic  to  the  ways  and  means  of  the  present  jean    This 
aum  was  to  be  voted  in  this  form  in  pursuance  of  an  Act  of 
tast  Session,  which  directed  that  the  proceeds  of  such  stores 
should  be  made  the  subject  of  separate  estimate,  and  the  suni 
taken  last  year  had  been  consequently  inserted  in  the  distribu- 
tion act.  The  next  Tote  that  he  should'  have  to  submit  to  the 
Committee  was  the  sum  of  996,927/.  13i.  4{rf.  as  (he  surplus, 
of  the  Consolidated  Fund  remainhig  in  the  Exchequer  on  tha 
5th  of  ApriU  1811.     But  in  stating  to  the  Committee  this 
amount  of  tiie  surplus  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  over  its, 
estimated  produce,  fie  felt  it  necessary  to  recall  to  the  recollec- 
tion of  (gentlemen,  the  principles  and  grounds  upon  which 
he  conceived  himself  justified,  last  Session,  in  taking  thesui* 
plus  of  that  fund  so  liigh  as  he  then  had  done*   On  that  oc» 
casion  he  bad  taken  \m  amount  of  that  surplus  at  a  hi^pher 
sum  than  ever  was  known;  and  certainly  the  produce  of  tite 
ftind  had  greatly  exceeded  in  the  preceding  year,  upon  which 
bis  estimate  had  been  founded,  any  thing  that  had  been  pro- 
duced in  any  former  year.    The  surplus  actually  produced 
in  that  year  amounted  to  seven  millions  and  odd  hondnsds* 
But  that  was  the  produce  of  an  eiccessive  year,  and  had 
arisen  from  circumstances  which  were  not  t6  be  expected  to 
lecur.    These  circumstances  might  have,  contributed,  as 
they  no  doubt  had,  to  swell  the  amount  of  the  surplus  in 
that  year ;  but  as  they  could  not  reasonably  be  calculated 
upon  in  any  succeeding  ye^r,  they  could  not  be  taken  into 
consideration  in  framing  an  estimate  for  the  present  vear* 
One  of  these  circumstances  was  the  receipt  ofGOOJlXXM.  ar« 
lean  of  the  taxes  of  former  years.   Another  was,  that  thai 
year  was  a  year  of  excessive  import,  which  arose  principally 
irom  the  circumstances  of  the  imports  of  the  preceding  year 
having  been  considerably  smaller.    In  forming  his  estimate 
for  last  year,  however,  which  was  excessive,  be  thought  it 
safer  to  take  the  average  of  the  two  preceding  yean,  and 
upon  thisaverage  he  felt  himself  justified  in  takmg  the  sur* 

Eius  for  last  year  at  a  sum  not  exceeding  4,400,000/.  But  ha 
ad  to  remark,  that  this  surplus  was  exclusive  of  970,000/. 
taken  as  the  produce  of  the  new  rq^lation  of  the  stamp- 
duties,"  which  had  been  per/nanently  appropriated  from  the 
Consolidated  Fund  to  defrav  the  interest  and  charges  of  the 
loan  of  last  year.  After  deducting  tluit  sura  so  appropriated 
from  the  actual  surplus  in  the  preceding  year,  be  had  not 
^If  ought  he  would  be  justified  in  taking  his  estimates  of  tlia 
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probablf  amount  of  the  surplus  for  (he  last  year  liigber  than 
4,400,000/.     There  remained »  no  doubt,  a  balance  of  Iwo 
hundred  and  ninety,  or  three  hundred  thousand  pounds 
above  that  estimate,  \ihidi  lie  hoped  to  have  realized,  but 
ivhich  he  could  not  calculate  upon  vith  confidence.     He 
had  nonf,  hofveycr,  the  satisfaction  to  inform  the  Com- 
initfee,  that  the  produce  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  had  ex- 
ceeded Ills  estimate  to  the  amount  of  l,900,000f.  and  op- 
tiards.     There  had  been  already  voted,  a  sum  of  557,736/. 
as  the  surplus  of  the  fund  over  the  estimate  on  the  5th  of 
January,  18ll,whichj  with  the  sum  he  had  proposed  to 
vote  in  this  instance,  ^ould  make  the  actual  surplus  above 
his  estimate,  as  he  stated,  above  I,350,000f.     lie  thought  it 
tvould  he  a  satisfaction  to  the  Committee^  that  he  should 
state  in  a  few  *words,  this  agreeable  difTereoce  between  the 
estimate  and  the  actual  produce  of  the  fimd.     He  felt  the 
more  pleasure  in  making  this  statement,  because  Grentlonea 
irere  aisposed,  under  the  circnmKtances  in  which  the  com« 
mcrce  oi  the  country  was  placed,  to  take  more  gloomy  views 
of  the  financial  means  and  resources  of  the  country  than  were 
justified  by  the  fact ;   he  trusted,  too,  that  this  Short  state* 
nent  wouM  remove  any  un£ivourable  impression  upon  the 
public,  mind  which  may  have  been  made  by  such  repiesenfa* 
tioii9,  and  raise  tiie  hopes  and  just  confidence  of  the  public. 
He  was  persuaded,  that  whatever  effect  might  have  been 
pnnlucedby.the  temporary  shock  sustained  by  public  cre- 
dit«—  a  shocfc  which  must  necessarily  have  haa  some  infla- 
cncc  upon  the  revenue  of  the  country — this  grati^ing  feet 
"Would  prove,  that  such  were  the  soliaity  and  stability  of  the 
sources  of  our  revenue,  that  it  was  not  a  little  that  could 
retard  its  progress.    To  form  an  adequate  idea  of  the  ac- 
tual state  of  the  case,  the  Committee  must  refer  to  the  pro« 
positron  made  by  him  in  last  Session — a  proposition  wnicli 
had  been  received  with  doubt  and  watched  with  jealousy  by 
the  House  when  he  brought  it  forward  :  he  meant  the  pro- 
position for  acting  upon  the  principle  of  providing  for  the 
loan  without  resorting  to  new  taxes.    In  consequence  of  this 
proposition,  the  sum  ofDTO^OOO/.  had  been  taketi  fVom  the 
surplus  of  the  Consolidated  Fund,  to  meet  the  charges  of  the 
loan  of  the  year.    They  had  since  gone  through  the  year : 
all  the  expences  chargeable  upon  theruud  had  l>een  defrayed, 
and,  over  and  above  the4,400,000f.  estimated  surplus,  a 
sum  of  1,950,000/.  had  been  pi-oduced  by  the  Consolidated 
Fund^  applicatile  to  the  service  of  the  prcKnt  yeftr. 


mm 

iv^s  not  a  rinj^ufer  cMe^  The  prodsce  of  tfr  i4  Fund  was  id 
m  sfftte  of  progressive  improremmt,  as  would  appear  froui  k" 
ftStrtnCit  tbite  amount  hi  thte  last  three  years.  \n  the  jfoot 
enitih^  the  5th  of  April,  1809,  the  whole  produce  of  the 
ConiKitidaled  Fund  was  £  35,44J,770 ;  in  the  jear  ending 
the  bih  of  Aprilj^  liBlO,  ^41,441,774 ;  in  the  yew  ending 
Ath  of  A  pril,  181 1,  ^  4 1 ,941 ,700 !  being,  in  the  last  year; 
an  amount  of  jirudnce  only  I06^000lf.  short  of  the  product 
of  thfc  preeeding  year,  the  most  grodoctivc  ofany  ^vet  beFpre 
known.  This  mtnit  be  a  sonvco  ofsHtisfaction  to  the  House,  svl 
wett  M  the  best  prooPlhat  codd  be  desired  to  shew,  that  w6 
had  not  yet  arrived  at  that  periocJ,  when  any  circumstances  ia 
ftie  stbt^s  €^  our  resottrces  should  call  for  despondency. 
(ffew)  He shoiild conclude  with  moving,  as  the  amount  of 
the  surplus  ofthe  Consolidated  Futid  remaining  iii  the  Ex- 
ebequer  on  A^rit  5th,  I8U,  the  snm  of  096,957/.  1  is.  4K 

ty\n-  the  tyfrtf^ibn  bctng  put, 

Mr.  Biitih'tj  though  he  tftonght  it  highly  satisfactory  tb 
And"  that  the  Consolidated  Fund  had  been  producfi've  beyond 
ifl  ordinary  times,  yet  looled  upon  it  as  peculiarly  gratify* 
ing  that  it  hud  proved  so'|irosperotts  tind^  the  di^stroui 
circumstances  in  which  the  country  had  been  placed  last 
yctr.  It  was'a  ^trofw  proof  of  the  stability  of  our  re^urces* 
tfiat  the  finances  of  tne  country  had  prospered  luider  sucll 
CfFmmstanees,  in  ]jilace  of  sufferin^^  any  defalcation.  For 
birtt^f^  he  had  alHnfajns  considered  tnc  resources  of  th^  couor 
tvyaskirgf^H'Md  abtmmint;  but  unloss'they  should  be  manage^ 
With  economy,  tirey  would  not  be  equal  to  the  expenditure. 
Mfi  was  sure  the  statement  of  his  nght  honourihle  fl-iend 
would' prove  Slit  bfttcfory  to  the  country;  but  he  wished  td 
know  whethet  his  right  hbnonrable  friend  would  haveanj^ 
objection  to  state  (he  produce  of  t^e  corresponding  quarters 
in  this  and  the  last  year.  He  wished  atso  to  know,  whether 
the  amoutit  pf  fines  paid  in  on  aocourlt  of  the  Militia  was 
xneiudled  m  tbe^gregate  of  the  Coiisolidated  Fund.  These 
ines,  as  he  understood,  atnounted  to  two  or  three  millions  { 
mnch  mote  than  he  had'  at  fir$t  sopposed.  A  part  of  tht'scf 
fines  were  paid  into  the  Bank,  and  another  part  to  the  £x- 
checnier.  His  first  ooestion  his  right  honourable  friendT 
would  not  have  any  aifficnKy  tb  answer;  b^l  the  other,  it 
he  was  not  prepared  to  answer  it;  he  should  wave  for  tb|^ 
{Iteseiit. 

The  ChanttHbir  of  the  Excftf^ticr  lepTied,  that  he  coul^ 
llave  no  objectfon  to  state  to  the  Coqimittte  tlisr  dartitulaTs 

Youil^lSlL  4Q 
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of  the  corresponding  quarters.  He  had  to  ebserte,  how- 
[ever,  (bat  the  receipts  in  the  preceding  year  had  e;Kceeded 
any  thin/r  ever  before  known.  The  produce  of  last  year 
did  not,  therefore,  exceed  thai  of  the  precedingyear,  but  kad 
ftUen  a  little  back  of  it.  The  produce  of  the  quarter  ending 
the  5th  of  July,  1800,  was  £  10,613,000 ;  tliatof  the  quar- 
ter ending  the  5th  of  July  1810,  ^  11,022,000 ;  of  the 
quarter  ending  the  5tb  of  October,  1809,  j6  9,841,000; 
that  of  the  quarter  ending  the  5th  of  October,  iSlO, 
j^  10,645,000 ;  that  of  the 'quarter  ending  the  5th  of 
January,  1809,  jf  11,813^042  ;  that  of  the  quarter  ending 
the  3  th  of  January,  1810,^^X0,891,420;  that  of  the  quarter 
ending  the  5th  of  April,  1809,  £  967,200;  that  of  the  quar- 
ter ending  the  5th  of  April  l810,  jB  872,700.  With  respect 
to  the  Militia  fincsj  he  was  not  prepared  to  give  a  satistactorj 
answer.  He  was  persuaded  that  they  could  not  amount  to 
to  large  a  sum  as  his  honourable  friend  bad  stated.  He  had 
lio.dottbt^  however,  that  any  sums  paid  in  on  that  account 
to  the  Exchequer,  went  to  the  Consolidated  Fund*  Such 
sums,  on  the  contrary,  as  were  paid  into  the  Bank,  were, 
in  his  opinion,  appropriated  to  the  services  of  the  Militia 
itself. 

Mr.  Henry  ThoruLon  allowed  tl&at  the  statement  of  the 
fight  honourable  gentleman  was  satisfactory.  Bnt  the 
question,  in  bis  mind,  was,  whether  with  the  increase  of  our 
revenue^  there  was  not  a  correspondent  increase  of  expendi- 
ture. He  was  not  dispmcd  to  take  a  desponding  view  of 
the  financial  resources  of  the  country;  nor  did  he  mean  bj 
any  observation  he  should  make,  to  take  away  from  that 
natural  exultation  which  the  statement  of  his  right  honour- 
able friend  was  calculated  to  make :  but  he  could  not  avoid 
reminding  the  Committee,  that  they  ought  not  to  be  induced 
b^  such  a  proof  of  a  prosperous  revenue,  to  relax  in  their 
vigilance  respecting  the  public  expenditure.  He  had  ob* 
served  in  voting  grants  for  various  public  objects  on  a  for- 
mer day,  that  in  almost  every  one  of  the  items  there  was 
some  increase  on  the  ground  of  the  rise  of  the  times.  It  was 
for  the  House  to  determine  how  far  this  circumstance  wai 
calculated  to  take  from  the  impression  made  by  the  favour* 
tble  statement  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman.  Besidcsi 
inany  of  the  duties  were  ad  valorem  rates,  and  might  there- 
fore bave  the  efiect  of  augmenting  the  produce  of  the  Con- 
solidated Fund  in  consequence  of  the  receot  additions  made 
jtotti^  duties  and  the  late  increase  of  imports*    But  at  aU 
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events  he  was  of  opinioo,  that  economy  alone  could  gire 
stability  to  our  resources. 

Tke  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  replied  that  in  the  state- 
ment he  had  made,  he  had  explained  to  the  Committee  tho 
amount  of  the  surplus  of  the  Consolidated  Fund,  indepen- 
dent of  the  charges  defrayed  out  of  it  last  year.  He  had 
particularly  call^  the  attention  of  the  Committee  to  the 
excess  of  the  actual  produce  over  the  estimated  surplus,  and 
that  in  a  year,  too,  when  no  dew  taxes  bad  been  imposed  to 
add  io  its  productiveness.  This  shewed  clearly  that  the 
revenue  was  in  a  state  of  growing  prosperity :  unless  it  could 
be  said  of  him,  that  in  his  estimate  last  year,  he  had  taken  a 
desponding  view  of  the  case.  Last  year,  however  he  had 
been  charged  with  having  taken  too  sanguine  a  calculatiqa 
of  the  probable  produce  of  the  fund*,  and  particularly  with 
respect  io  tlie  Stamp  duties.  He  could,  however,  by  refer- 
ence to  the  actual  receipts^  shew  that  he  had  not  been  mis« 
taken.  In  the  year  ending  the  5th  of  April,  1810,  the  Stamp 
Duties  produced  the  sum  of  5,188, 4S6/.;  this  year  they  pro- 
duced 5,9O2fiO0L  being  upwards  of  100,000/.  more  than 
they  had  produced  in  a  year  when  his  estimate  had  been 
looked  upon  as  excessive.  The  observation  of  his  honour* 
able  friend  respecting  ad  valorem  duties  applied  to  this 
branch  of  thie  taxes  more  than  to  any  other,  because  there 
were  more  ad  valorem  rates  in  the  stamp  duties  than  in  any 
other  branch  of  the  public  revenue.  In  tlie  £xcise,  the 
most  important  part  of  the  public  revenue,  which  pro- 
duced  16,880,000/.  besides  the  Excise  war-taxes,  tliere 
were  no  ad  valorem  rates  whatever.  In  the  customs,  ioop 
another  great  branch  of  tiie  public  revenue,  there  were  no  ad 
udorem  duties,  except  in  the  war-taxes  on  Customs,  aod 
there  only  on  some  exports,  none  of  which  made  any  part  of 
the  Consolidated  Fund.  The  observations  of  his  honourable . 
friend,  therefore,  did  not  apply  to  either  of  these  two  great 
sources  of  the  public  revenue.  But  there  was  also  another^ 
branch  of  the  public  revenue,  the  increase  of  which  must  in- 
dicate a  real  growth  in  the  prosperity  of  the  country,  he 
meant  the  revenue  of  the  Post-office.  That  revenue  last  year 
exceeded  the  receipts  of  the  preceding  year  by  90  or 
lOOfiOOl.  This  year  it  exceeded  last  year  by  100,000/.  Such 
a  progressive  increase  in  a  revenue,  in  the  whole  amounting  to 
a  raiUion  only,  as  the  revenue  of  the  Post-office,  was  surely  a 
proof  of  the  increase  of  business^  or  luxury,  and  consequently . 
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of  the  growing  produce  and  prosperity  of  the  ooimtrjr. 
The  observation  of  his  honourable  friend  p  therefore,  not 
applying  to  the  great  sources  ef  reveaue,  was  of  no  value  in 
(nis  view  of  the  question,  though  every  thine:  that  fell  fron 
fcim  was  entitled  to  the  greatest  attention,  lu  the  Assessed 
ta:k:es^  too,  there  were  no  ad  valorem  duties:  in  tlie  Pro- 
perty tax  there  were ;  but  that  formed  no  part  of  ibe  Conso* 
lidated  Fund.  He  trusted  this  explanation  would  be  satis- 
facto'rjr  to  the  Cooimittee. 

The  motion  was  then  agreed  to,  after  a  short  obsenratioo 
from  Sir  John  Newport,  and  a  brief  reply  from  the  Cfaaii- 
6eIlor  of  the  Exchequer,  as  was  also  the  vote  respecdi^  the 
produce  of  old  Naval  Stores. 

The  House  then  resumed,  and  the  Report  wm  ordered  to 
be  recfsiyed  to-morrow. 

STEALINd   llf  A   DWSLLING-HoUSe. 

Sir  Samuel  RomiUu  moved  the  third  reading  of  thi# 
Bill.  ^  ^ 

Mr.  Secretary  Rifder  begged  leave  shortly  lo  state  his 
reason!  for  opposing  the  measure.  It  had  beea  said  that 
jtidges  and  juries  had  doubts  and  apprehensions  of  enfor- 
cing the  law ;  were  not  the  same  apprehensions  as  likely  to 
have  influence  with  offenders  ?  Be  believed  the  existing 
state  of  the  law  filled  the  minds  of  the  vicious  with  a  salu* 
tary  terror,  and  had  an  equally  beneficial  operation  on 
experienced  delinquents  and  novices  in  iniquity.  They  had 
a  tendency  to  secure  the  great  object  of  criminal  legisla* 
tton — that  of  preventing  rather  than  punishing  o^ecices^ 
He  agreed  to  the  generd  principle^  t1io(  the  discretion  of 
Jud£[es  ougl)t  rather  to  be  limited  than  enlarged,  aa^J  that 
until  sf)me  Hhcraiion  might  be  of  advantage,  which  sl«oukl 
have  the  efftct  of  lessening  the  proportion  which  the  num* 
her  of  sentences  bore  to  tne  number. of  execuMons*  The 
j)resent  Bill»  however,  looked  ouly  at  an  objoQt  of  specula- 
tion, not  of  practical  humanity. 

Jlir.  Wiloerforce^  in  a  neat  speech,  contended  that  the 
law,  in  its  present  staff,  held  out  the  chances  of  impunity, 
and  lo  far  was  unquestianably  productive  of  misi^hief.  It 
was  seen  every  day,  th^t,  in  the  most  haaardpus  spMes  of 

f ambling,  the  lA)ttery,  persons  were  food  of  adveoiuriiig. 
te  reuiembered  being  told  by  Judge  Builer,  that  out  of 
Sd  coavictions,  upon  aa  average,  pot  more  than  one  racecut- 
tion  took  place. 


Sir  John  Ntt»pBft  wannly  M^pporled  ihe  Bill. 
air.  Lotkhurt  was  of  omiiMs  thai  the  uoceruinty  w\x\k 
Ttfspect  Dp  n  just  nieAsiice  of  piMiiahment,  wo«lcl  ht  inofeaaed 
\y  aay  iiiJU|;aiioo  q(  the  aeveritjr  of  our  peMil  eode  We 
WQi«  travelUog,  by  furuii'ag  this  co«r«»  inDo  an  uoknow* 
tea,  and  kaviag  the  chart  aad  oompaM  by  vrhich  ottf  w^ 
cesfcors  hW  gukled  iheimelves.  |f  however  ad<^Hcd  at  alL 
iie  should  p«ie(er  it  as  an  eicperiiMiit,  for  two  yeaiB,  altbougb 
he  was  afraid  that  in  thU  caae  there  would  be  a  greal  aiMl 
necessary  arrear  of  panisbmeot  to  beaetUed* 

Mr.  WUtbreiid  aaid  he  had  bitJierto  i-efrained  frOtti  iilte»- 
iog  bis  aentiments  on  this  auestiony  because  he  had  beea 
wifiing  1o  hear  all  thai  could  be  urged  by  the  foriuidfabk 
«rray  of  la'wyers  who  were  oa  tbia  occasion  opposed  to  hia 
^honourable  friend.     He  was  ready  to  do  justice  to  the  ii^ 

fenuity  of  ilie  honourable  gentleman  (M r.  Frankland),  mb^ 
ad  di<uiagoished  himself  in  resifttiog  the  present  Biil»  bac 
who  had  puzzled  at  least  as  much  as  he  had  dassled,  in  bin 
estioMitioti.  He  tras  wrong  however  in  his  allusion  to  the 
ei&ct  of  die  quotation  Biade  by  an  tiooourable  friend  of  hia 
(Mr.  Windiiiam))  now  no  more  to  be  found  amon^  the  liv- 
ing ;  but  he  well  recollected  that  his  honourable  friend  (Sir 
5.  Rottilly)  had  then  clearly  shewed  that  the  opiniouii  of 
Br.  Paiey  bad  beea  misunderstood.  Did  the  right  faonouiv 
able  and  learned  gentleman  not  know  that  that  criminal 
law  which  he  defended  had  been  condemned  by  our 
reatcst  lawyers?  His  honourable  friend  (Sir.  S.  Romilly) 
ad  founded  hiauelf  on  those  opioions*  He  had  founded 
imself  tooon  the  reflections  of  his  own  enlightened  miod, 
inaintaitied  by  the  experience  pf  his  professional  ezertf^ns^ 
(Hear!  h^arl  hear!)  The  honourable  gentleman  (Mr. 
Lock  hart)  hod  endeavoured  somewhat  humoroasl}'  to 
point  oMt  the  advantage  to  the  morals  of  the  peoplet'^by 
being  accustomed  to  sport  with  the  solemnity  of  an  oath* 
BecaUse^aaid  he»a  jury  acts  from  a  principle  of  humanity 
committing  a  judicial  perjury^  the  perjury  is  sanctified  by 
le  motive.  Could  there  be  tt  more  pernicious  notion  than 
fhM  ioi^tilied  into  the  minds  of  men*  a  more  deadly  poison 
communicated  to  the  source  of  a  people's  morals?  {Heart 
h^r  !)  As  to  what  bad  been  urged  of  the  astuteness  of  the 
Judges  enabling  them  to  discriminate  and  apportion  with 
precision  the  exercise  of  their  discretion^  he  could  only  say^ 
that  he  believecl  that  they  were  sometimes  pi-esi>ed  to  recon* 
cile  their  duly  to  their  feelings.     After  advancing  mauf 


if. 
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Other  arguments,  and  referring  to  several  disgraceful  sta* 
tutes  in  iilustration  of  his  opiniorv,  that  many  of  our  crimi* 
ml  laws  were  passed  in  times  of  darkness,  and  from  the 
impulse  of  transient  feelingSi  the  honourable  gentleman 
concluded  with  a  handsome  eologium  on  the  conduct  of 
•^•r  Samtiei  Romiily*  He  was  assured  that  the  Toice  of  the 
public  w^s  with  him-  in  his  present  object,  and  that  the 
country  did  view,  not  without  admiration,  his  onceasing 
a<nd  laborious  efforts  for  the  prosecution  of  a  great  public 
good,  aRiid  the  multtpHcity  of  his  private  business,  and  the 
toils  of  his  professional  avocations.  (Hear  !  hear!)  This 
was  a  striking  feature  in  the  character  of  his  honourable 
friend,  but  it  was  not  the  only  one  that  merited  commemo* 
ration.  To  him  who,  overlooking  party  feuds,  directed 
4he  force  of  his  mind  to  the  attainment  of  an  object  of  which 
posterity  was  to  reap  the  greatest  share  of  advantage,  might 
the  people  with  peculiar  propriety  say,  '  Pntunii  tibi  Ur^ 
-gimur  honotes*^    (Hear !  hear !) 

Sir  Vieary  Gibbn  entered  at  considerable  length  into  the 
question,  and  contended  that  those  who  violated  the  laws  of 
the  country  were  generally  very  sensible  of  the  distinction 
between  the  certainty  that  a  capital  puni«hment  ^ould  not 
he  inflicted,  and  the  probability  of  its  infliction  arising  out 
of  the  present  system  of  criminal  law  and  jurisdiction. 

Mr.  Marryait  thought  that  the  punishment  of  death 
tHight  hardly  «ver  to  be  inflicted,  except  for  murder.  To 
extend  this  punishment  to  other  ofiences,  had  a  tendency  to 
confouud  crimes.  He  was  in  Amsterdam  in  1803,  and 
found  that  only  two  capital  punishments  had  been  inflicted 
in  the  course  of  half  a  century,  a  great  j^foof  of  the  supe- 
rior efficacy  of  the.  mild  system.  He  also  adverted  to 
the  case  of  the  unfortunate  criminal  at  Gloucester,  who 
•uflfered,  owing  to  a  mistake,  a  punishment  not  intended  to 
be  inflicted,  which  could  never  have  happened  under  the 
mild  system.  The  opinions  of  the  great  moralist,  Dr.  John- 
son,  and  other  eminent  men,  were  in  favour  of  the  princi* 
pie  of  these  bills,  which  he  would  heartily  support. 

Mr.  Charles  Wynne  observed,  that  the  Attorney-General 
having  stated  tKe  most  aggravated  case  of  the  oflTence  to 
which  this  Bill  referred,  hesitated  whether  he  wonld  have 
pronounced  a  sentence  of  death  upon  it.  He  allowed,  how- 
ever, there'might  be  cases  so  aggravated,  even  in  this  sort 
of  crime,  as  to  deserve  death;  but  what  would  they  say  of 
the  breaches  of  trust,  of  a  guardian  embezzling  the  pro* 
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pertj  of  his  ward;  t>r  perjary,  constitating  judicial  murder f 
But  the  truth  was,  that  they  must  take  offences  in  file  gene* 
ral,  and  not  in  the  abstract  Upon  the  principle  supported 
by  the  other  side,  they  ought  at  once  to  render  all  crimes 
liable  to  the  punishment  of  death  at  once,  and  it  might  fheil 
be  ibid  that  the  clemency  of  the  Jud^^s  would  rectify  all* 
He  himself  would  have  been  miserable  if  he  bad  prosecuted 
a  man  to  death  for  an  offence  which  he  could  not  consider 
as  deserving  that  punishment.  The  punishment  of  death 
had  not  the  effect  in  the  way  of  prevention  that  many  ima- 
gined. It  hardly  ever  had  been  inflicted  more  frequently 
than  in  cases  of  highway  robbery — but  it  had  not  dimi^ 
nished  the  crime.  Measures  of  prevention  had  been 
adopted,  and  since  the  establishment  of  the  horse  patrole^ 
hardly  an  instance  of  a  great  highway  robbery  had  oc? 
currea  near  the  metropolis.  Tbe  same  good  would  result  in 
.other  cases  from  measures  of  prevention.  As  to  the  asser- 
tion that  the  lawyers  were  against  the  measure,  if  that  wer9 
really  the  fact,  he  would  have  felt  much  more  doubt  on  the 
subject.  But  in  trutb^.of  the  lawyers  that  voted  on  thes9 
BilTs^  almost  two  to  one  supported  them.. 

The  House  then  divided. 

For  the  third  reading        •         '        •        59 
Against  it SO 

Majority        .'       .         11 

The  Bill  then  passed,  together  with  the  Navt^able  River 
Robbery^  Bill,  the  Bleachi  tig-ground  Robbery  Bills,  and  the 
Shop  Privately  Stealing  Bill. 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

TUESDAY,  A1PRIL  9. 

Sir  Samuel  Romilh/j  and  others,  brought  up  the  Bills 
respecting  the  privately  stealing  in  dwelliug-bouses;  tho 
Bill  respecting  the  same  offence  in  shops ;  thatconcerais^g 
(he  same  in  bleaching-grounds ;  that  concerning  the  same 
in  bleaching-grounds  in  Ireland  ;  and  that  respecting  simi- 
lar offences  in  barges,  &c«  which  were  read  the  drst  tioie» 
A  Dutn^  of  private  Bills  were  also  brought  up. 


•W  TBB  FAftUilHtllTAftr  KBBfSTBm.  fttlMi| 

A»MUiM  TO  THE  PftlHCB   RBaBIIT--«8TATS   0>  ■» 

MAJMTY*8  HBALTB. 

JBof^  GrowfBOf  roM,  aiNi  moved  an  htmibte  addlms  to 
hit  Royal  HighnoM  the  Prince  Regent,  praynig  him  to 
order  lo  be  coinmuoii-tited  to  the  Mouse,  t4ie  report  of  the 
Coiincil  concerning  tbe*  state  of  hh  Majesty *v  beullh. 
ilgreed  to. 

The  Mnfintis  of  Lansdowne  ar^ned=  nt  length*  against  th« 
Bin,  as  breaking  up  ilie  system  of  Hmited  M^rvice,  aixf  keep* 
ing  op  the  practice  of  ballot,  9ec. 

The  Eafi  of  Lherpoot  deft»nderf  ibe  BiH,  amf  made 
fariotta  statements  of  the  effects  of  the  di#erent  »y$iv^ms. 

The  Marquit  of  Lankhtene  prodnced  various  statement9', 
tending  to  quite  opposite  resuhs,  and  ntoted  an  atnetid*' 
ment  ft>r  suspending  tWbailb^. 

The  Earl  6f  Eardwirke-  made  some  observations  iri 
fevoor  of  it,  R9  did  also  Eurl  Grosvetior.  The  ttmend'ment 
was  negatived.  Another  amendment  was  moved*  by  the 
Earl  of  Hardwicke,  on  another  clause,,  to  suspeod  ttie  pai'o- 
chial  peaattieSj  which  was  supported  by  the  Marquis  of 
Lansdowne,  and  occasioned  much  con  vernation  between 
the  Earl  of  Liverpool,  the  Ear(of  Hardwicke,  ihe  Earl  of 
Rosslyn^  and  on  which  the  House  divided. 

Not  CuDi<>nts  ....         96 

Coojknu.         »        .        •        .        .        12 

Majority  against  it       •        •         13 

ADDRESS   TO   TH£    PltlftCB   KEGENT*— *AID    TO 

PORTUGAL. 

• 

When  strangers  were  re-admitted,  we  found 
The  Marquis  ff^eUesle^  commencing  his  motion  for  an 
humble  Address  to  his  Koyal  Highness  the  Prince  Regent, 
hi  answer  to  his  most  sraciou9  conimonication  made  yes* 
terday  to  their  Lordsrhipa,  concerning  the  propriety  of 
affording  aid  to  the  people  of  Pprtngai.  His  Lordship  wus 
cainng  tb  the  consideration  of  the  House  the  effects  that 
had  been  prodirced  in  ^rtugal  by  the  spfrit  of  the  people, 
atid  the  troops  that  had  been  raised  and  taken  into  Qritiah 
pay«    A  semimeot  hod  been  thereby- created,  of  afdmiratiofii 


of  the  maghanioiitji  th«  pertefemiioe,  iht  ftaboi  imd  •r-* 
chmi  ccNi^iinojt  miieh  the  exenioM  of  oer  ancient  and* 
fakhrul  ally  had»  with  HrHMh  atdilaiiee,  io  fltrikingljr  mi»« 
nifeited.    ile  caiied  to  iniod  the  ftreatand  co«tiy  sacriftoN ' 
thet  had  made :  fir$t)  io  the  preparations  to  make  an  effee^ 
tval  resistance  to  their  uifadeN;.  and  aepoodty,  in  hearing 
up  with  fortitude  ageiinat  what^  bad  sint-e  taken  plaoe<^rti ' 
the  enditfance  of  th^ir  uptrifi  ooder  the  wanton  croeltjr  and 
savaget  barbirity  wbicti  bad  beea  eiQproiied  upon'  them  to 
the  retreat  of  the  French  army,    tie  ()id  not  think  it  necet* 
aac^  Io  u#^  this  mibjeot  hy  eniertDg  into  detaib  of  what 
Itad  beea  ttUUcted  and'  endured.     Whit  he  was  ahjot  to 
propose-  If  AS  justi&iMe,  pot  only  on  motifes  of  generosity 
to  a  people  in  alliance  with  as,  but  Wris  due  on'  the  vound 
poUey.upon  wbiob  beqooceifed  every  one  nvust  see  that- 
the  propdftition  stond*  *  But  he  dhoukl'  lake-  the  liberty  of* 
making.a  few  obeerifiitions  on  «ts  geiier«t  principtei.    There 
cpotd  scarcely  exiiti  a  doubt,  that  in  sweh  a  oontest  at  that 
in  which  thin  natiun  wa<»  now en|i;aged,  a  fair  and  full  view* 
nf  its  circttmstances  would  Justify  us  in  ra(sin/|  a  resistance 
lis  liny  pnrt  of  the  continent  of  Europe  against  the  eneoiyi 
wlten  lliereeaisted  aoy  prospect  of  saeh  resistance  being 
eAcacious.  and  soi^cessful.     But  ih^  had    been    iniicn 
dmibt,  and  experience  .had  confirmed   the  opinion,  that 
Whntever  gfoeral  principles  of  JMiliey   might  ju^ify,  we 
ought  to  know  the  sentiment  of  the  nation  whic^h  we  were 
about  to  assiet  and  encoorage:  we  ought  to  know  that  she' 
fdt  as  sincerely  and  deq»ty  as'oQrselv^s  the  mitureof  her 
situation  V  and  thtitshc  felt  that  spirit  and  energy  to  resist 
her  oppressor  which  could  alone  te^d^<»is  siedfair,  regnlHi", 
deiermined  ojppositioDy  which  coaid  only  be  expMed  to  be 
f  ^rleisFit}  by  the  /aU  view  on  the.  part;  ^<  the  strug^liit2 
qAUiu  of  the  dangers  and  difficaltiet  against  which  it  had 
to  contAvd.    Uoder.'tbese'  cireoitisienoes,  he  be^ijed  their 
Lord(htps  to  look  at  theigreat  exertions  of  tiie  Put  toguese. 
Consider  thai  for  the  purpose  of  stfch*  a  defennife  war,  the 
Arst  and  maio^spriiif  of  lesistanoe -must  be  foutid  in  the 
spirit  of  the  people  themselves.   Gr^at  excrtioiisr  v^ere  made 
ittlbe  fin»t  instance:  but  tliere w^ one gtvat  m liter  bxH] 
r^uired ;  there  was  wanted  not  only  the  epirit  to  prepare, 
but  the  spirit  to  tmdurt*     (Mtar!)    See  what  were  the 
efforts  which  had  beta  mada^by  the  natiofi.     It  was  not 
Oolythe  exertjonsof  tjhe  Ordananxa^  hor  the  nu  nerous'cind 
great  individual  effods^  hat  it  was  liie  persevailng  aad  vast* 
'  Vofc.  IL~-1S1I.  4JJ.         ^ 


#«tfil€«i  ^kiak  kfld  .kmm  wmmimtA.  bj  tkft  pMm  Vint* 
Mibkht  hf  tlie  McttioM  mmI  ibrMtiow  «f  tbti  giwl  Cq«i« 

Uiedt  to  bim  bjr  bioud«<p^ad  btCA  mdeiad  lo  osteoid  to 
tbt  Motial  d«feM#«  Smij  m«  mt^  «grv>  than  bj  the 
i»hoMi  ty^ieni^  all  lha,«iMDpla  ef  ibt  enemy  bed  been  fro*! 
tieiMl  s  the  whek  #f  ihie  gi^ael  conbieatjeQ  of  oieeioree 
fK  detimee  beA  leeded  to  eaeli  eor  miUtarjF  cfaaraeier  to 
the  higher tiegree*  biOMiy  ioher> stecliwt.  ragoler  eoiitt* 
deration  of  Micb  e  ftofa|eel»  ll  bed  aientfbited  the  wiadone 
of  the  Geuunender,  end  defeated  the  eeen^  jn  all  bis 
efeMik  Ae  we  bed  frit  ouatelvet  felljr  justified  ia  sestainiag 
the  BMliiafjr  efforlt  of  the  Penegnrie  Goveromeol,  ao  nom 
thet  we  'bed  gateed  that  n^i^-i^ng  of  defence^  the  wtU 


eedi  wpifii  ef  iho  Porlegeeae  peefHe^  wove  we  eaoaily  JMsn« 
Ikd  m  leedeting  ear  aaMateece  to  them*  When  we  aasr. 
that  dWtreaa  whMi  f  hey  bed  boree  with  firemeaa  aod  persa»* 
▼eranee»  abould  we  not  agree  to  eive  our  aid  for  lelietiog 
them  from  the  pMstuie?  indeed-  we  should  be  laymg  the 
feeiKletioQ  for  the  erootion  of  new  aMlitarjuodertakingt,  hf 
e^iMiorting  aoKi  afiimettng  a  spirit,  not  orismally  cieami  bt 
us,  W  hitherto  fostered  by  u»  so  snceevfoUy,  aod  whtcb 
affctr  its  ftttflhriega  and  priratibns  eame  back  to  us  for  Ar* 
ther  suaienaeee  and  enoooragemeni.  On  this  (oreat  military 
dj^r^ioot  founded  in  poblic  spirit  and  fbrtsteoe^  depended 
the  hope  of  any  faToocahle  alteration  in  Europe^  anii»  in  no 
small  d^rea,  one  own  partioalar  safely.  The  oonseooences 
of  the  eaample  of  Portugal  might,  prove  as  benenciai  t» 
o)bes  nations  of  Eecope  as  tbey  nsd-  hitherto  been  for  bet 
own  defenoB*  This  measnte,  therefore,  be  would  repeat, 
stood  upon  ibe  gioonds  of  the  solid,  substantial  policy,  pf 
encouraging,  what  bad<  paeeed  so  adinaotweous,  and  t^ 
s^qiply  an  old  atttiohanent^  friendshipy  and  allianc^e.  It 
st(Qod  on  the  ground  of  the  only  hepe  of  achieving  nojr 
ttiing  in  tbesbapeof  seeurity  forany>partof  Europe.  It 
cofubined  nrindplitsv  in  whiv b  aneieivt  alliaoce,  and  pani* 
G^li|r  and  teneral  sal'eiy*  weie  equally  onncemcd.  He  wao 
satiftSed'*t|ia4  their  liordships  would  not  repudiate  those 
groundsof  action— that  tbe^  would  not  rspudhate  such  olcf 
and  admieed  principles  of  national  conduct,  which  were  in 
such  perfecf  eonsonanoe  to  eeery  dtetaie  of  morals  and  of 
religion.  The  prlnapkaof  our  mensnrm  m  Portugal  were 
qot  iQ  hechareeterisen  as  sentimental,  ohivalrDus,  and  ro» 
WVMifit  Ibey  went  ceaaeeted  with  Meiy  seotkneat'  that 


tNi*  ««ir  tv  BHiith  iMtfii^  r»iir/>  aamtd  #•  M 
gi^ti  oor  iid  KbernHyt  *id  ihert  MfvM  ibe  hm  i««mIi«  Cot 
<mr eontMiding todo id.  li wm frnb in Altr rttollt^ii^ml 
«ltMtlieyhadMMd6o»lMmrii,fck|ntflibefalflt«d^  lift 
bo^  h«  had  not  iti^u^m^iim^.^^m^  k^hmimlmm 
timei  beM  rarprised  br  lletriaf  Mtertbios  ttkeii^  whcUte 
iltoutil  bear  i{  itid,  iW  a*olMt  fckh»  4ocif*triHl  tmmO^ 
iM^ntt,  and  dMe  oonntettdati  iriib  m  itl^^  ivot^  ckwpi 
stances  to  be  diicafd^  froHi  MrcDiiiiAemiofi(  mil  tWl 
dh«y  tboiltd  fce«a«rific(d  And  abaodonW  lo  tfiemaie  tttfn)e»- 
ttoo  imd  ddiAhitiooi  M  «  ookl  pAkf.  iUemti)  Gcwl 
iitetod  and  oflimbkMd  m  ^^Hj  pm  vieir  of  aacb  a  lilbjadt 
^Htt  lit  thh  mtmnrii  tw  abotfld  iM  furtMsr  anoraaoh  wipM 
flMir  Umbhfphr  AltiMibQ*  azprpt  M  mentMiy  Ibal  tha  mmI 
He  propOMd  Rir  th« fHiaf^rtheaatMi^Siiibycotaar^  AHf 
In  Po^agrf,  ^rtt^  MKMOIl/.  Thar  iioMa  Matqnb  Ifaad  unB 
tHe  Address  taf  tba  Prtncf  Rogtiit,  iHiicAi  na^  in  UifeMid 
manner,  conffiirtnabU  tb  his  Royal  Bigikiaai^g  vfmmlti^  i  anA 
tooVed  that th^  AAlftM be f^^fMl to.  Tfaa  AdUrettbeiag 
fead  by  the  Lbrfl  ChAneMtttf  . 

i!kirr/  (7famnd^  sAid,  tbdt  h«  felt  otaiidMfalediAciiI^ 
la  acceding  %6  fbtt  ainitilai,  paiticnkfl^  wbeo  be  coiltidaffdd^ 
)ka^  nmeh  bad  been  doM  alnsadjr  iar  Ptartimil.  Lattlji 
tir6.  iMlltont  of  mOA^  bad  beear  gfMitad  tolfaU  ooiintf  ji 
irfnd  f  be  fcason  fhofl  aitlMad  fbr  imitpahbig  ft  wai,  ibiit  tba 
Yrnieb  ^nttt  itt  prnmSm  aT  fMt  pArt  oC  Bartu^l^  Aad 
tbeftfbre  the  trtemiei  iairtd  aw  beieDaivai  fnn  the  dife^ 
fttnrmdm  df  ^he  6t>antrt.  Now  iIm  aiadi  itaiM  did  Mi 
ftold,  for  tba  Ftetfi^b'  il^ere  In  ainaiaihn  *f  aity  a:  tiiidlpan 
df  Porfngal ;  aitaf  be  W6ttid  all,  im»  ibeiK  Lonkbipi  laattj 
preparcdr  to  tafeft  th«  wb^te  bwdM  «pai»  tharaaalfaib  aw 
exempt  the  VoMgtMt  Mtoptbet  horn  the  butden  of  m- 
IieTin^  tbeir  o#a  peopk  r  H  ^ma  4  ^Aoipk  aa  af^plioabl^ 
to  poblic  a»  16^  miyAM  iffhiniy  that  yail  aboUld  be  juit  t» 

Ionr  own  people,  befine  you  iters  gentraus  to  athet  nalitM^ 
le  knew  tt  wouMI  b^  i;eneTalhf  tbaagfaty  cBai  ibis  ymm  a 
tnagntficerif  and  bl^b-tmrtidiar  prAfmsal^  and  tfafeU  td  sod^^ 
mindi  it  might  recommend  itadf  on  ibnt  yrtry  aeconal,  pf^ 
tf cularljr  as  dfeplayf  iVg  a  marked  o^rttrait  witb  the  biiroariw 
and  afrocittrraf  Wbie^the^Fttneb  bid  bean  ||«iliy  towaa(i 
the  Portuguese.  (Jfiear !  hear !)  These  were,  iodeedy  shavfj 
priiur^Ies;-  bid  be  dbnbfetf  whalbar  th^  waiaaoAnd  in  the 
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pKieiit  curcaimtanceg.  of  the  country.  He  ww  not  for 
oew^tDg  fin  ancient  allj ;  but  sometimes  too  i^refti  liberality 
bad  (he  ^Soci  of  discoaraf^inp  the  efforts  of  those  who  were 
tiie  objects  of  it.  He  begged,  however,  to  remind  the  Hotiss^ 
under  whom  these  exertfams  of  the  Portogucse  had  been 
made;  they  weie  made  under  the  direction  of  Britkb 
officns;  and  hence  be  concluded^  that  if  any  thing  was  to  be 
expected  from  the  Spaniards  in  the  common  caskie,  it  must  be 
from  their  being  led  on  by  the  Britisb.efficera. 
•  Lord  jffarwmbjf  observed,  ttiat  bis  lecoUedim  did  ^nei 
Aimbh  him  wkh  the  reason  assignoi^  br  the  hobie  Lord  for 
the  former  grant,  namely,  that  a  large  proportion  oi 
Portugal  was  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  That  was  a  g«ant 
mundeJ  on  reasons  of  its  own,  and  fombbed  no  argument 
whatever  isgainst  the  piesent.  '  It  should  be  lecoilected, 
that  the  war  in  Portugal  was  not  |in  ordinary  war,  nor  ooa* 
flocted  by  the  French  on  thA  principles  usual  in  former 
times,  when,  though  a  hostile  army  travelled  a  country, 
wt  still  something  was  left  for  the  subsistence  of  the  in* 
habitants :  But  Europe  had  n^ver  witnessed  such  barbarilics 
•s  were  perpetrated  by  th^  French ;  and  the  country 
through  which  they  piMsed  was  plundered  and  exhausted  to 
snch  a  degree,  that  British  hnmanity  atone  could  affoid  it  the 
common  and  necessary  means  of  existence ;  and  if  the  aid  was 
0ot  speedily  granted,  it  might  come  too  late  to  effect  its  obfect. 
(i7f«r !  Ae«r !)  Highly  as  he  thought  of  the  Uleuts  of  the 
British  officers  who  were  at  the  beaa  of  the  aJiied  army,  be 
did  not  believe  that  even  their  talents  wookl  have  produced 
their  etkct  without  the  exertions  of  the  Pprtaguese  popnia- 
tioa*  The  peasantry  and  the  militia  l^ad  uniformly  displayed 
ibe  greatest  ardonr,  and  their  army  had  fought  side  by  side 
with  the  British  soldien.  -  Look  also  at  the  accounts  which 
bave  been  received  of  their  inferior  officers,  ainl  it  would  be 
ifeund  that  they  had  always  their  full  share  in  the  danger 
and  the  glory  of  every  action.  The  liberties  of  Portugal 
liad  been  saved,  at  kast  for  a  time,  at  the  expence  of  mucb 
Mood  and;lreasnre ;  and  if  farther  distresses  were  inflicted  on 
ttat  people  by  tlie  atmcities  of  their  enemies,  which  it  might 
not  be  in  the  power  of  this  country  to  prevent,  the  present 
measure  would  at  leslst  display  the  generous  policy  on  whicb 
t  acted. 

The  Marqmk  of  Lattsdowne  was  veadv  to  agree  witb  bis 
^ble  friend  (Lord  Grosvenor),  that  if  Fortogal  possess^l 


«lie  iwwi  oftfdfcnng  thedhttoM  of  «  cmitidtnble  prf 
-  of  its  p0fp»biliaii^  ilv  owii  efiirts  ought  to  be  hmktA  to  t  but 

dktren  which,  aeeordiaf  ttf  etery  ■ecimr^t^  ba^l  raark^  thf 

OMtimtailoe'tti  well  at  the  letreai  of  thie  Preiicb  araaj,  it  did 

*  produce  in  his  mind  the  belief,  that  relief  was  called  for 

%  from  this  country,  and  that  the  relief  must  be  instant,  else  it 

i|  would  be  in  vain.     The  difttresses  of  the  Portugese  cama 

'•home  to  bb  mind  wijh  claims  irresistible,  even  in  the  par* 

iicular  circumstances  in  which  this  country  was  placed. 

Most  sincen^Iy  did  he  a^i^ree  in  the  j^eneral  principle,  as  to 

the  importance  of  this  country  takin^^  a  share  in  continental 

opemtions,  when  an  opportunity  occttrrtd,  that  promised  to 

aet  limits  to  the  overwhelming  power  of  the  enemy.     Ha 

would  not  at  present  consider  whether  the  slate  of  the  Penin* 

auh  affonled  that  opportunity ;    but  would  adroit,  that  the 

Klicy  ofour  operations  there  had  been  recognised  bvthe 
Nise,  had  been  settled  into  a  course  of  conduct ;  and  this 
country  bad  decidedly  embarked  in  the  same  causer  with  tha 
Portuguese  as  well  as  theSpaniards.  In  such  circumstances, 
it  should  be  the  policy  of  this  country  to  make  its  eiTortt 
beneficial  to  these  people  in  every  possible  way.  Once 
embarked  with  'them,  i(  would  be  a  miserable  eoonoray 
which  should  Ifnd  the  House  to  withhold  assistance  front 
their  suffering  allies.  (/J ear  I)  If  ever  the  moment  should 
letum  when  this  country  might  t»-operate  with  other  con- 
tinental powers,  (and  he  never  relinquished  the  hope  of  such 
a  period),  the  effifct  of  such  co-operation  on  the  part  of  thia 
country  would  be  proportioned  to  the  degree  in  whi<:h  a 
oonviciion  was  produced  in  the  minds  of  the  people  of  tha 
Continent,  that  our  interference  was  not  for  prifnte  ends,  but 
for  the  general  good  ;  and  that  this  coimlry  was  prepared  to 
make  every  sacrifice  for  those  who  were  embarked  in  a 
common  cause.  {Hear  I)  It  was  by  acting  on  these  prin* 
ciplcs  that  he  looked  forward  to  the  general  deliverance  of 
Europe,  which  he  still  cherished  the  hope  of  seeing  accom« 
plished,  at  some  future  period,  by  the  combined  exertionroT 
ibis  country  with  the  energies  of  other  nations  that  were  deter* 
mined  to  regain,  their  independence.  Bven  should  tha 
British  Army  be  forced  to  retrace  its  st^ps.  and  at  bist  to 
evacuate  Portugal,  slill  it  would  be  well  to  leave  this  bene^ 
iactjoii  bebiod  them,  at  a  legacy  to  be  treasured  up  au(| 


4  ^ 


!),  fend  whfc 


(itMrl  ilMrrl),  fend  whfcb  miffbl  «t  aonsdiiiBiit  period 
Meife  Ihett  to  exert  tfcefar  fflbrti  in  the  mmt  amm.    FW 
Ibfw  ffetmii,  the  jjffimt  had  bit  iMortj  MMet* 
Ijord  Dmrnky  Mid  a  fewiNHrdis  eAer  whicb  the 
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